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June  13,    19  £2 


Bo* 


CmII  M.  P*  Croes,   Require, 
American  ConBul, 


Aden,   Arabia 


Sir  J 


The  Department  has  noted  the  following  oomment 


in  a  report  subniltted  by  the  DlTision  of  Military 
Intel  11  urenoe,   regarding  the  strength  of  the  Abyss inlan 


army: 


1#   Organitatlon  and   Strength* 


The  Btrenf:th  of    the  Abyerlnlan  Ullltary 
forces   18  Tarlotiely  estimated  as  between  300,000 
and   570.000*      There  is  a  so-oAlled  Imperial  Amy 
of  51,000  troops,  stationed  probably  in   the 
Tlolnlty  of  the  oapltcil,   Addle   Abbaba,  ivhile  the 
refit  of  the  forces,   some  regular  and   some  militia, 
are  recruited  and   controlled   by  the   chiefs  of  the 
TarlouB  proTlnoea*     It  was   deoided  by  the  Supreme 
War  Connoil  in  1916  that  Abyssinia  could  not 
produoe  more  than  SO, 000  oombatant  troops,  mean* 
Ing  presumably  for  fienrloe  outside  of   the  country* 

"£•    Equipment, 

There  are   infantry,   oaTulry  and  artillery 
units,   the  latter  armed  with  a  miscellaneous 
asBortment  of  guns,   about  £00  in  all,   some  as  old 
as  1876*     There  are  cTer  100  mac bin e  guns  and  a 
reserve  stoclc  of  1,000,000  rifles,  moMf  of  which 
are  obsolete  and   15.000,000  rounds  of  small  arms, 
much  of  which  is  badly  deteriorated*     There  is  a 
small  arms  factory  i^ich  is  reported  to  be  capable 
of  turning  out  10,000,000  cartridges  per  year,  but 
its  present  output   is  bd  isTed  to  be  InslgBifioant*** 

While   it  is  realised  thfit  information  regarding 
Abyssinia  may  be  difficult  to  obtain  in  Aden,   the  Depart* 
ment  will  be  glad  to  hare  your  comment   from  such  source 
as  may  be  aTailable   to  you  on  the  report  quoted  above* 
It  is  not  without  some  surprise  the  Department  has 

acted 


's 
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not«d  thot  tho  Abyerlnlo  inllit<:rjr  foroei*  have  beon 
▼nriouoly  ei  tlmtea  to  be  between  300,000  and  670,000. 

I  ara,  rir. 

Your  obadinnt  eorvant. 

For   the  Secretary  of  State: 


-y^^XLl-IAM  PHTLJ 


,Tl 
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ABYSSINIA. 


Estimate   of  the  Military  Situation^ 


1,        OrKanization  and  Strength^  •  .^ 

The   strength   of 

The  Abysainian  Military  forces  is  variously  estimated  as 
between  300,000  and  570,000.        There  is  a  so-called  Imperi?il  Army  of 
51,000  troops,    stationed  probably  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital, 
Addis  Abbaba,   while  the  rest    of  the  forces,    some  regular  and  some 
militia,   are  recruited  and  controlled *by  the  chiefs  of  the  various 
provinces.       It  was  decided  l^  the  Supreme  Wai'  Council  in  1918  that 
Abyesinia  could  not  produce  more  than  20|000  combatant  troops,  mean*- 
ing  presumably  for  aervlce  outaide  of  the  coutrtry. 

There  are  infamtry,  pavalry  and  artillery  unitSi  the  latter 
armed  with  a  mieeellaneoue  aaaortment  of  guns,  about  200  in  all,   some  at 
old  as  1878.       There  are  over  100  machine  guns  and  a.  Ireeerve  stock  of 
1,000,000  rifles,  iiany  of  iriiich  are  obsolete  and  15,000,000  rounds  of 
small  arms,  much  of  which  is  badly  deteriorited.       There  is  a  small  arms 
factory  ^ich  is  reported  to  be  capable  of  turning  out  10,000,000  car-* 
t ridges  per  year,    but  its  present   output   is  believed  to   be  insignifi-* 
cant.  * 

3 ,        Geographic.  *  .  ^ 

Abyssinia  is  entirely  surrounded  by  foreign  possessions;   by 
the  Anglo -Egyptian  Sudan  on  the  west,  Eritrea  (Italian)    on  the  north, 
French,    British  and  Italian  Semaliland  on  the  east   and  Kenya  Colony 
(Bri,tiBh)on  the  south.        The  only  railroad  into  the  Country  is  from 
the  port   of   Djibutil  in  French  Somaliland,  giving  France  a  particular- 
ly advantageous  situation  %fitb  regard  to  the  development   of  Abyssinia^ 
The  British  are  penetrating  through  the  Sudan  and  are  reported  to  be 
willing*  to.  cede  the  port   of  Zaila,    in  EiMtish  Somaliland,  to  serve  as 
an  Abyssinia  outlet   and  thus  lessen  the   importance  of  the  French  rail- 
way. 

« 

Except   from  Soroa?«iland  actual  invasion  of   Abyssinia  would 
be  most   difficult   as  the  n6rthem,   western  and   southwestern  portions 
are  mountain »ous  and  the   southeastern  section  is  hot,   dry  and  a  semi** 
desert.        Roads  are  mere  t**acks  and  there  are  few  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone lines. 


v*«    •» 
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4,       situation, 

Atyssinia  has  Just  enferged  from  eevered  years  of  civil  war 
and  the  influence  of  the  central  government   is  weak  in  the   outlying 
districts^ 

There  is  trouble  between  Abyssinia  and  the  Briti,sh  on  both 
the   Sudan  and  Kenya  colony  frontiers.  -    The  Sudan  frontier  is  constant- 
ly in  a   state  of  uiirest  and  it  was  reported  in  August  that  the  British 
had   occupied  certain  poin-^s  along  the  frontier,    causing  the  concentra- 
tion  of large  Abyssinian  forces* 

The  last  delimitation  of  the  Kenya  frontier  has  never  been 
accepted  Vy  Abyssinia  and  in  Sept. ember  Abyssinian  bands  crossed  the 
frontier  and  compelled  the  Fritish  to  evacuate  several   out   posts. 

It   is   claimed  by  the  British  that  most   of   the  border  troubles 
^re  caused  by  bands  of   slave  traders,   and  recent   articles  in  the  West- 
minister Gazette  allege  that  these  slave  traders  secure  a  laFge  part 
of  their  arms^and  antaunition  from  the  United  States,        The  export    sta- 
tistics  of  the  United  States   show  no   shipment   of  arms  and  ammunition  to 
Abyssinia  since  1913,   with  the  exception  of   6  repeating  rifles,    6 
machine  guns  and  30,000  rounds   of-  ammuAition,    purchased  by  the  Abyssi- 
nian Prince  Regent    for  his  own  body-guard  and  now  lying  at  Aden^ 

Ey  various  conventiSne,*  the  latest    ratified  in  1906,   Great 
Britain,   France  and  Italy  have  agreed  to  control  and  restrict  the 
importation  of  arms  and  aninxniition  into  Abyssinia.        The  United  States 
has  not   ratified  any   agreement   calling  for  such  control   or  restriction. 

Although   slave  trading  is  j^nishable  by   death  in  Abyssinia, 
the  influence  of  the  central  government,    as  stated  above,    is  weak  in 
the  ofitlying  provinces,    and   such  trading  undoubtedly   goes  on. 


NOTE:  For  additional  detailed  information  on  this   subject    see  Military 
Situation  Monogrcii*   on  file  in  the  Military  Intelligence  Division. 
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AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 


Aden,   Arabia,   ..us-^.ist   8,   192E 


the  Alji^jsinian  Army, 


T  or»T«Tfc 

« 


DIVISION  OF 
WAR  EASTERN   AFFAIRS 

ASHINGTON.    A  » '-^^i^^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^ 


oi 


y 


^ 


h^^' 


1  LL.VC-  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Depcx 


trneni;  s 


confidential  inctruction  of  June  ir>,  192£,  in  re^^-arC  to 
the  stren£;th  of  the  -^Ibyssinian  army,   .''hile  it  is  exceed- 
in^-ly  difficult  for  this  Consulate  to  obtain  authentic 
information  on   Abyssinian  matters,  the  information  ':;hich      m -- 
it  has  been  able  to  obtain  seems  to  confirm  the  report  of     p 
the  Division  of  military  Intelli  :ence  in  most  of  the  details. 


ay 


O 


-her^^   is  a  so-called   Imperial  army  of  approxi- 
mrte;^.^  CO, 000,    stationed    in  the   vicinity  of  Adis  x^beba, 
of  'Thich   t'.vo-thirdij    aro   cavalry  and  one-thirC    infantry. 

j^^ne   rei.iaining   500,000  :;ientioned   in  the   report,    c.re  neither 
ro£:rl^>^s,    militia  nor  reserves,    although  they  do   in  a  sense 

constitute   a  reserve.     Ihey  are   in  fact*  the  v/hole  male 
population  of  ^byssinia,    every  one   of  v/hich  is  a  soldier 


and   o'.iiS   and   carries  a  ^uiif   figniring  in  this 


^>  "^  \^  f  '^''  N^  w 


is  not  at  all  an  excessive  number,   ^.'hey  are  controlled  by 
the  chiefs  of  the  various  -orovinces,  ':;ho  ask  and  obtain 

[pxn;^   snd  aLimunition  for  them  from  the  -^s.   In  case  of 
\7ar,  the  -^s  sends  :7ord  to  the  provinces  that  he  needs 

help. 


t    • 


Sts 


■-»■-» 


^.J— iU 


■r. 


\      's 


nj.X'  .^' 
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help.  The  vtirious  chiefs  recruit  their  men  and  in  a 
short  time  the  Has  has  all  the  sol--'',iers  that  he  can  use 
unnniformGcL,  ragged,  lUidisciplinGd,  "but  eager  for  ser- 
vice /-vith  natural  fighting  ability.  They  ration  them^ 

»-*  •  .  - 

selves,    and   receive   no   pay,    hut  are.  £;iYen  aany  chances 
for   "baclzGhoesh  end  loot. 

^here    soeni     to  be  no  nev;  giins   in  Atycsinia 
and  in  fact  inany  of  tl.em  are  loiov/n  to  have   been  uced 
against  the   Italians  in  1696.     There    are   reported  to 
be   about   £50   old  machine   guns  and   six  nev;  ones,    but 
from  T.'ljat   source   they  arrived,   no  one   so  ems  to  Imov;. 


-dflcs  and  am':.Tunition  are  plentiful,    reported  to  "be    sup- 
plied  by  the  French  through  -French  Oonialiland.      The 
types   generally  in  use   are    the  -iauser  and   Springfield. 
-Irnrnunition   can  be   bought  in  all  the  bazaars   at   a  low 
price.      The   a.:nunition   factory  '.vorlzs  only   intermittently, 

r 

is  more  or  less  in  bad  condition  and  the  outside  supply 
is  depended  upon  almost  wholly*   It  is  also  doubtful  if 


there  is  any  great  reserve  stock  of  aa^niunition  on  hand 


-he  above  info imat ion  is  obtained  from 
the  members  of  the  firm  of  Cr.  i«I.  Itlohamme dally  C:   Company, 
who  have  many  branches  in  Abyssinia  and  have  the  contract 


for  supplying  uniforms  to  the  Imperial  army,  v'^hile  it 


is  believed  to  be  a  reliable   source,    it   is   regretted^ 
hoviTever,    that   it  has  not   been  posBible   up   to  the   ;^resent 
time   for  this  Consulate   to   transmit  more  definite    in- 


formation. 


2ile  -0.  800. 


T 


have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  obedient  servant, 
American  Consul. 


o^A, 


) 


:  :-:r3:r: 


■it^'    J- 


if         '       :/■«♦ 


«     I 


^^^*«i3C^  ■ 


"'■■•''■>i»^»k.»A*»f**  ■<■' 


.  •>,  fi<lr'^^  •r^'*"^'-'  —  '  ^*^  ^'»*«'*** «'  -•»■  •- 


.  c  ^-ir*  -  «  - 


i 


■•■t.. 


DOCUMENT  FILE 


\, 


R 


^&. 


NOTE 


' 


V. 


.I«4*M/M 


FOR 


letter 


"i.* 


FROM .liiir...IH(BKtamt 

TO 


( BoJHUirt )  DATED . JQat.u^6,-aft2ft-.. 

1— 1U7   oro 


r4AME 


REGARDING: 


Two  Off ioere  of  the  United  Statee  Army  aey  be  detailed  to 
Inetmot  the  Ithiopiaa  Amor  hy  a  special  aot  of  OMfipro*** 


•^-r» ., 
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DOCUMENT  FILE 


NOTE 


®?AtH^Ll        FOR      ^^i?^^]ff  *^f!}  1^26 


TO 


Abyssinia 


REGARDING 


I - J  DATED 


Nov. 5, 1928 


NAME 


1—11X7    OFO 


desire  of  Ethiopian  SoTernment  to  obtain  services  of 
two  army  officers  for  instruction  oumoses*     War 
Department  states  that  its  officers  may  be  so  detailed 
only  in  pursuance  of  special  Act  of  Congress. 
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fhe  Honombl* 


A4dl90ii  S.   Southard, 

UinlBtar  Boeldent  and  Consul  Ooneral, 
Add  la  Ababa*  -^ 


Sir: 


With  ref«rarjoa  to   t>:9  Dapartnent't  Instruotlon  Jlo*   £6 


of   loTambor  5,   19S8»   ooDcamlnpr  the  deelra  of  tha  Ethiopian 
Oov^mmont  to  ongag©  two  axny  offloerc  to   BorYe  aa  military 
Inetmctore   In  tha  Sthlopl.Mn    ^rTiy,   there  are  ancloaed  for 
your   Inforntitlon  a  copy  of  a  latter  which  It   la  Tuxdarstood 
Mr*   Sydney  ?orreoter  Xashblr  has  addreased   to  Hia  Hajeaty 


\ 


King  Tafarl  Makonnan,   regarding  thla  aubjeet  and  a  transerlpt 
of  hla  record  with  the  War  Bepartoent*      It   la  miderstocd  that 
Mr*  Maahblr  Is  now  a  Uajor  In  the  ReaarTe  of  the  United  Statea 
Army  and  that  ai  noe  3ept6Qber  £5,   19£6,  he  hua  bean  eligible 
for  promotion  to  Ileuttfiarit  Colonel  In  the  fieserfe*     In  ease 
an  arrangement   la  concluded  between  the  Xthloplan  OoTemnent 
and  Hr*  Hashblr,   the  Department  luideratands  that  he  propoaea 
to  realgn  hla  ooouilaBlon  In  the  Keoerre  Corps  of  the  Array* 
Mr*   Maahblr  hae  been  lnfor«ed  that  If  he  eonelutes  an 
arrangement  with  the  Ethiopian  OoTemment  for  serrloe  In  Its 
Army,  he  does  so  as  a  private  eltlien  and  the  Department,  mere* 

a 

ly  for  Its  Information,  takes  note  of  the  faet  that  aneh  an 
arrangsment  exists* 


I  am.  Sir, 


Tour  obedient  serrant, 

for  the  Seeretary  of  state: 


C^  Inolosare: 

J  ^    f|f>}/     from  Sldnsy  ?orrester  Mash- 

F   ^^  bir,  loTsmber  8,  1928* 
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3ionr  fomamm  lAaniu. 


4  • 

'I 


i^mt^"w>:    !,■  ■^■,<r,  "TIv^  JIBT**-^ 


BBHB*-484-0ff. 


WAR  IWABnmf 

Utah  LagtoB 

]>M«nl>«r  4,   1929. 


SIAZaffiNT  OP  fHl  MILIZABT  8Bf  101  OF 


8 


in  » 


fovsaafm  masebib 


BovB  in  1««  Torlc,  V.T.,  8«pt.  IB,   1891  -  App%d.  from  Arlfloaa* 


Oapt*  lat  Inf.,  Ifk.  I,0.  .••••••  Jtoa« 

to  Hon. 

aA  LI.  S2Dd  Inf.,  a.A Mth. 

AMMptoA Hob. 

Itt  Lt.     . Apr. 

(Uipt.  (t«Bp. ) Aag» 

QaMslCB*A Oot. 

OftptAla ■»▼. 

MaJ.  of  Inf.  U.8.A Oot. 

AAOoptoA Oct. 

Hob.  ALooh.   (MMrsoaoy  ooam.  only)     •  •  An. 

IVMM.  to  C.A.O.  (to  r«iik  froB  1ot.6, *17)  Oot. 

Rool^oiA HB7 

Major,  M.I.-Roo J«a. 

AecoploA Jao. 


6, 

,    1916 

80, 

,   1917 

til 

,   1917 

80, 

,   1917 

9, 

,    1917 

8« 

,    1917 

12. 

,    1917 

6, 

,    1917 

e, 

,    1918 

9, 

,    1918 

80, 

,    1920 

4, 

»    1921 

9, 

,    1928 

7, 

,   1924 

18. 

,   1924 

V 


agyici 


Ho  oorroA  with  lot  laf.  Arl^.  H.O.  on  bordor  In  ArlsooA,  Moj  1916  to 
April  18,  1917;  with  M.  CImo  of  froT.  Offlo«rt  at  ?t.  LoavoiMortli,  Kant,   to 
JAlj  12,  1917;  on  Aat/  with  Co.  "I**,  28&  Inf.  at  Ft.  Haalltoa,  H.T.  to  Sopt.  10, 
1917;  latall.  Offloor,  0.  Dof.  of  Son  thorn  I.  T.  at  Ft.  Btollton  to  Sao.  9,  1917; 
Aaot.  lAtall.  Offloov  BMtora  9apt.  at  OoTomori  lolaaA,  l.T.  to  Marah  6,  1918; 
OB  Aaty  with  22A  laf.  at  Ft.  HMlltoa,  l.T.  to  JAI7  It,  1918;  Aijt.  aaA  laspr. 
Syraaoao  Baarultlac  Ca^p,  Byraoaao,  H.T.  to  ■»▼.  6,  1918;  at  oobool  for  lat. 
Offloori  at  H.I.B.  IteahlnctOB,  B.C.  to  Kot.  18,   1918;  latall.  Offloor,  Oaajp 
91z«  I«J«  to  !»▼.  28«  1918;  laapr.  Syraaoaa,  l.T.  Raaraltlnc  CMp  to  Bao.  80, 
1918;  latall.  Offloor  Oaiqp  Biz,   I.J.  to  Marah  86,   1919;  frof.  ■•8.  A  f., 
Syraauao  UbIt.,  Syraaaoo,  K.T.  to  Jalj  16,  1919;  Soalor  laapr.  Omv  B^oaa 
B.O.f.O.  to  JtolF  81,  1919:  frof.  M.8.  A  f.  ByrMoao  UbIt.,  STraaaaa,  l.T.  to 
Jtmt  6,  1980;  Sanlor  laatr.  H.O.T.C.  laf.  Oaap,  Oaap  Bofvoaa,  llaaa.  to  Jtao  26, 
1920;  aaroato  to  Apaa  anA  otodont  of  JUpaaooo  laafoaco,  fohya*   to  Muj  9,   1928, 
Aato  of  roolgnatloa. 


Uador  hlo  prooont  Rooorro  ooaBlooloa,  hao  hoaa  asolgnoA  to  actlTo  Aaty  ao 
adAltlonal  mmtw  W.B.  (^oaoral  8taff,  ao  followot 

0-2,  JaB.22  to  Fab.  4,    1928 
0-2,  July  26,   1928  to  data. 

Knr  ondor  I.B.  ordoro  oxtondlng  porlod  aotlTo  duty  6  montho  from  Jaa.  26,   1929 


Jor  Oaaoral, 
Iho  Mjataat  Oanoral. 
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DOCUMENT  FILE 


NOTE 


I' 


884.24/11 


■J 


FROM  -:^)?y?J?.1:J?A*. 

TO 


REGARDING: 


FOR 


#W 


.  A 


.5    :•  >    \^ 


Southard 


\ 


( ^.rl^.^.ll^rA  ..)  DATCD     Sent. 14, 1928 

NAM  E 


1—1117 


•  »• 


request  by  the  Prince  that  the  U.b.War  Department  purchase 
aeroolane  and  two  tanks  for  the  Ethiopian  Array. 


Wh 


»*«• 
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.'  ^v 


*  t     I 


«4 


(, 
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•^ 
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♦t-T 


'  •  *;. 
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kJ[:t 
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DOCUMENT  FILE 


i 


NOTE 


I 


k'K 


nif.^..Pisim^J.ifK>. FOR 

FROM  .iiftjfcjL.finM:^bmi (Of^^mpii )N5ated  .!.. „I?T.!l9'. 

TO      IMT  iMUn  Affalrt  ^^^ 

/ 


•  »• 


REGARDING: 


•f  *  femtr  off io«r  U  tk*  MarlM  Corp*  who  it  aov 
o  Mojor  U  tlM  aHarvs.ohtaiMA  fvM  OMnral  Mllor  of  tko 
MarlM  Oovpo.for  tnyMalooioA  to  tto  BthiopUa  Ooyoriiawl 
M  «  •«itaUo  aoa  to  tool»  tho  BtkiopUa  anqr.iWro  nbjoet 
dloowtoA  U  oooAOoUom  vitli  a  ooll  at  tko  OofartMst  of 
Mr.Ii^.Soaator  liac**  aoflMv,  ooaeoxBlli  iM|aoot  of  fltoamo 
to  Bthiopia. 


>^  *•■<•'' 


I5.' 

=.'•-'• 
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.> 
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■♦  ■ 


'i.. 


J» 
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i\ 


■■n 
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■V 
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<- 


«^i. 


.J 


ns 


'-« 


X 


NOTE 


^ 


See  033  •8413/6  2 

For  ^30*   iiecember  14,1920 

iVom  Aden»   Southard* 

Reporting  the  visit    cf   Rxoiilos  U^xnanano, unofficial  repre- 
sentative  of  the  Ruler  of  Abyssinia,  to  the   United  Hates 
to  make  purchases  for  Ras   Tafari* 
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•i/ 


<*  ^-^ 


— X 

dkpaAtmcnt  op  mr 


■■n 


DIVISION   OP   NCAR   EASTCRN  APPAIflS 


•"*.  *'*;  s  -' 


.\-..  •' 
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^,  ■;■:-«'•■' 


\ 


•^: 


■■'<. 


•      -S  , 


T- 


t'     f 


"< 
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11 


X. 


■   ,<  ■    ■ 


.♦'■I- 


._'.« 


4    ^^^4 


'     ■•/»  T' 


^tfmnmm'W 


wmnmrnf^-'^^tfim^^mr 


'^^m 


■  ■"   r 


<i . 


'VM  , 


DKrAVTHINT  or  STATI 


'<»y»-«v  ■•«■♦■' 


f* 


<  ■« 


^ 


If-- 


•rfioe  t(t  Xbjt,  Sjofttcitot 


^, 


^^: 


'-<<->a^ 
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/C^ 


"  r  ■  I  ■^Wl^J 


t 


.,1H 


-^'i^-^^cin^i  / 


w« 


■/^ 


^ 


1  .  ■ 
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» '      <i 


^^ ' 
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-Vli 


:  -.1: 


«  «c 
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»• 


^.^  » 


It. 
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^J 
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o^ 
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'4r^ 


**•'► 
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t? 


No.     32. 


^. 


\ 


ARTMENT  OF  STATE 


li^ 


-vr 


Subject: 


AN  CONSULAT 

/'7  >-"*'''3tJ«n,   Arabia,    July 

V,  '■' .  ., 


^^.        H'.'.S.       JW> 

,  DIVISION  OF  V       I'  /»  A 


E,  DIVISION  OF 


•v", 


titns  b«ught   in  th«  United 
"^•f^^A^dsinia. 


-    1321 


jtk  n^ 


The  Honorable 


;  <i 


-     ( 


''-*■••' ••■'f  ion 


The  Secretary  of  State. 


Washington 


Sir 


X,  ^  ^  //   /I^hav«  tht  h«n»r  t«  rtfer  t%  this   •ffic«»8   d«8 
N#.    16,  ,4ate*May   3,    1921,    (Pil«  N».    123),    c«nc«rning  th«   ftx- 
p«ri«nc«8    mf  Mr.    Manaman*   in   th«  Unit«4  States,    where  as  the 


m 


representative   ef  the  Abyssinian  Geverrment,    he  purchased  arqts-o     "^ 
and  ammunitlenB   te  be   shipped  te  Adis  Abeba  via  Aden  and  Dji-   ^    2^. 

V 

bouti  .      Upen  arrival    ef   the   geeds   at   Aden,    they  were  held  by 


the  British  autheritios  until   peimissieli   sheuld  oe  entained  rer 


'^C> 


their   ^nt:rj ^      Tht   gttrt   tfficts   tf   tht  American  Ctnsulatt  wtrt 
txttndtd  untfficially    in  an   tfftrt    tt    stcurt   tht  nttded  ptrmit^ 
and   it    8t«nod   that    such    tfftrt    wtuld  bt   tucctssful. 

Htwtvtr»    abtut    that    timt   thtre  was   a  rtntwal    tf   dls* 
turbancts    in  Abyssinia    in   ctnntctitn  with  tht    capture  and  thtn 
tht    tscape   tf   tht   dtptstd  Princt  LiJ    Yasu^    (alrtady   rtptrttd  by 
this    tffict),    and  this   is  thtught    tt  bt  tht   rtastn   ftr   tht   sub- 
stqutnt    rtfusal   tt   peirnit   tht   gttdt   tt   tnter.      Thty  art  ntw   in 
Q^tlMLCust  «n8  at  Aden  and  will  have  te  be  returned  te  the  United 
"*^  SW^.es  altheugh  nething  has    se  far  been  heard  frem  Abyssinia  te 
"^•^^CrUiat    effect. 

While  In  Aden  en  his  return  fr«n  the  United  States, 
Mr.   Ifan«nane   expressed  his   surprise  te  the   present   efficer  that 


/v; 


i\ 


•♦J 
the-      ..,^. 


»•' 


ii- 


f 


r^. 


»  • 


-   ^»  I..-. 


/it,  *^ 


V  «. 


/ 


r 


/ 


-2- 


th«  material  h«  bsught  was  billed  as  "aims  and  ammunititns'*. 
He  evidently  theught  it  peesible  te  cenceal  the  real  nature 
«f  the  shipment  by  billing  it  under  sent  flotitleus  name.  And 
while  this  censulate  has  been  in  ne  way  efficially  cenneoted 
with  the  transact i en,  there  is  little  deubt  but  that  much  ef 
the  blame  fer  the  failure  te  have  the  geeds  imperted  will  be 
placed  here.   It  is  heped  that  it  will  in  ne  serieus  way,  affeQ|  « 
the  cerdial  relatiens  which  this  effice  has  hitherte  enjeyed 
with  the  Abyssinian  Geverment. 


M 


1 


I  have  the  hener  te  be.    Sir, 

Yeur  ebedient    servant, 


American  Censul. 


File  Ne.    800. 


I 


•f." 


1 

1 
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'/^ 


.A  -****► 


-.•^*.     a4mr*vfm>  r^.t.^i 


.— ._if ^^-^ 
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AooRcss    HAMBLETON 


*K'. 


A. 


\ 


Q^riJ/tjAe^/  M'0\ 


J 


LICBCR's) 

W   U    TEL  >  cooes 

BCNTLCY^J 


^ 


BALTIMORE 
lO   5   CALVERT   STREET 

WASHINOTON 

SOUTHERN   BUILDING 


y 


ArriLIATCD    WITH 
HAMBLCTON  &  CO-JNC 
43  EXCHANGE   PL   NEW  YORK 

HAMBLCTON  &  CO-^INC 

toco  WALNUT  ST.  PHILA. 


cm  ore. 


Dnp 


Honorable  Secretary  of  State, 


^'f 


IVashlngton,   D« 


Sir; 


V/e  have  reoeived  a  cabled   request    from  our  rejjresentative 
now   in  Addis  Abeba,   Abyssinia,    for  a  mling  from  the  French   Foreign 
Office  on  the   shiijment  of  arms  throu^^   the  j?ort   of  Djibouti   and   into 
Abyssinia. 

KiG  I^ajesty,   the  Ito.s  Tafari,    indicated   some  time  a^^o  that 
he  should  like  to  i^urchase  certain  quantities   (jf  modem  American 
arms  and  anmiuiition  to   reeqtdp  some  of  his  army*     The  telegraphic 
requei:t  above  referred   t  o  would   indicate   that  lie  is  now  definitely 
considering  the  purchase  of  AiiOricaui  arms  and  ammini t i o  n,  provided 
there  would  be  no  hitch  in  their   exportation  from  the  United  States 
in  their   transit   throu^   French  Somaliland* 

V.'e  would,   therefore,   request    that  we  be   informed  as   to  the 
attitude  of  the  United   States  G-overnraent   toward  the  exportation  of 


ce 


arms  ccnsi[piod  to   the  Abyssinian  Gtovemment  and  also  as   to   the  aiti- 
tude  of  the   French  ;}overnment   toward  the   shipneat   of   such  arms   through 
the  port   of  Djibouti   and    French  Somaliland. 


Respectfully, 


J-AH:i!^ 


1 


/ 


\ 


il 


i 


•m.'  ^  «♦ 


T  *.♦< 


4h. 


■'^'»»  ar..»fc 


^litm'mmmwi 


\ 


f » 


^  -  ^  ' 


'    ^  1927. 


In  reply  r«far  to 

VS  890  H.  24/8 


s 

\ 


Ueacrs*  Hasblttoji  and  Coapany, 
10  South  CalTort  Street. 


Baltimorey  KarylanA 


Sire: 


T 


he  receipt  le  aolmowl edged  of  your  letter  of 


February  16«  1987,  in  whloh  yoa  etate  that  you  hare 
reeeiyed  a  telegram  froa  yoar  repreaentatire  In  Addla 
Ababa,  Abyaainia,  reqaeatlng  Inforraation  oonoarning 
the  attitade  of  the  OOTarnaent  of  the  ITnlted  State* 
toward  the  exportation  of  arna  and  amoranition  to  the 
Goreroment  of  Abyaainia.  Tou  alao  expreas  a  deeira 


to  reoelTe  inforiaatlon  with  reapeot  to  the  attitude 
of  the  French  Gorernnent  toward  the  ehipnent  of  ama 
and  aamunition  through  the  port  of  Djibouti  and  aoroaa 
the  Frenoh  Sonaliland* 

lu  reply  I  may  aay  that  there  ia  no  leg&l  reatrio- 
tion  on  the  exportation  of  arms  and  amzaonition  from 


the  United  Statea  to  Ahyaainia, 


With 


-  2  - 


With  re«p«ot  to  tht  rottriotlont,  if  any,  whloh 
nay  bt  anf oroad  by  the  Frtnoh  ^oTernment  on  the  shlpnent 
of  arae  through  the  port  of  Djibouti  and  adn>ia  the 
Frenoh  Soaallland,  It  may  be  stated  thut  the  Bepnrtaent 
doee  not  keep  a  oomplete  file  of  the  lawe  and  regulatlona 
ot   foreign  oountrlee,  and  is,  therefore,  not  In  a  position 
to  fornlsh  the  desired  Inf oroiatlon*  It  la  bellered  that 
Information  on  this  point  ean  be  obtained  dlreotly  from 
the  Frenoh  aathorltles* 


X. 


I  am.  Sirs, 


Tear   obedient  serreint. 


For   the   Secretary  of  State: 


•  •  r  ny  ,( 
...»  * 


Assistant  neoretary 


y 


r       ■-  \ 


tp  'r 


\ 
\ 


Feb.  kg,  ^927  pB 


s 


PREPARING  OFFICE 
WILL    INDICATE    WHETHEF? 

Cc)llect 

Charge    DepartrnerU 


Telegram  Sent. 


OR 


3)epattment  of  State     tne,  but.accu. 


.  * 


«) 


Charge  t« 


Hambleton  &  Co. , 
Baltimore,  Md. 


Washington, 


"^K 


^+ 


v>|- 


\ 


\ 


"b 


cb  31/1927. 


AmEmbassy, 


[wsent  in  ryndehtfar^Cocfc. 
It  i^iOLild  be  care?utt5^facaehrw^^  bafore 
balng  commimicated  ta  anyone. 


Paris    (France) . 

y 

Hainbleton  and  Company,  Baltimore^  bankers,  now  i 
have  representative  in  .Ethiopia  nego^jStinl,  tJseprCT^ 
financial  representation  Prince  Regent' s  .^|i|Je][gstfo^*nd 
purchases  in  the  United  States.   As  latter  may  include/ 

^  >^    'BUREAl/OFA^CCOUNTS. 

arms  and  ammunition  for  re-eouipment|  Ethiopian  Armyj^ 
Company  wishes  to  know,  regulations  if  any  governing 


/ 


transit  French  Somaliland 


T 


Candler  Cobb,    Comoany^s  Earooean  .representative^ 

I     I    ^  ^    f 


reports  Embassy  advises- against  approaching  Foreign  Office. 
except  with  specif ic.  proposal . giving, exact  Quantities  i 
contemplated  shipment?.   Although  such  a  proposalyis 
iraoossible  at  this  time^  Comoany  desires , urgently  in- 


formation  regarding  French  regulations.^   If  you  see  nOj 

/       ,  '  assistance     ' 

objection  please  lend,  appropriate  aKyyrt  to^  Cobb  who 

will  call  on  you  ^tomorrow.  Co     tr^Xu^   .  ^/   ^^r?^-^^4^A\  , 
For  your  irformation,  proposed . shipments  are  not  i 


contrary  to  present, American  policy  or  restricted  by 
American  law. 


/ 


GW/EMS 


Enciphtrtd  by 


Sent  by  operator ..A/., 


,/9 - 


Index  Bu.— No.  50. 
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<_AjCutt 


^id. 


>fl 


Mar.    51.    l^;:"'''^^'' '^f' 6f.Vin 


/\^u^  oa£^  ^VN^-.^^  M/i^/l^ 


Mr.    George  V.adsv/ort 
State   Depc.rtrne 

Washington,    D.    C. 

Dear   Sir:- 

Confirming  our  telephone  conversir 
this  morning,  I  am  enclosing  herev.ith  copy  of  letter 
received  Trom  Mr.    Candler  Cobb,  togothcr  viith  copies 
of  the  cables  exchanged  betveen  u^^ftc  date  since  re- 
ceiot  of  your  letter  o^  March  Is^v^^^-h  are  self-explana 
tory*  /  '    ^ 

V»e  ore  very  anxious  to  rbtain  r  ruling  from 
the  French  Foreign  Office  ap  to  their  policy  on  the 
shipment  of  arms  through  French  territory  to  Abyssinia.  ' 
V.e  nov.  have  a  representative  in  Abyssinia  who  indicates 
that  the  Abys5:inia.n  Government  is  desirous  of  purchas- 
ing Arrrerican  ivms   with  which  to  ef-ui^  it^  w^ilit^ry^-^nd 

police  forces,  but  v.e  do  n6t  care  to  enter  into  active 
negotiations  in  the  matter  unless  we  v^ere  convinced 
that  such  sales  v.ill  be  accentable  to  the  French 
Government. 


X 


Vve  therefore  recuest  that  you  urge  our  Em.bassy 
in  Paris  to  assist  Mr.  Cobb  in  obtaining  such  a  ruling 
from  the  French  Foreign  Office. 


Very  truly  yours. 


// 


JAH/MB 

ends. 


\ 


^^ 


^4»    / 


^^  t  ^tn- 


»  » 


^ 


\ 


COPY 


March  22nd,   1927. 


X. 


Messrs,   Hembleton  &  ^o., 
Baltimore. 


Attention; 


'hn  /\.  Haalsletont 


A 


Dear  Sirs:- 

I  am  enclosing  confirmation  copies  of  tele- 
grams which  passed  between  us  on  March  17th,  18th  and 
19th.    I  had  another  talk  with  the  Counsellor  of  the 
American  Embassy  in  Paris  on  this  subject  and  he  ex- 
plained that  it  would  be  inadvisable  for  me  to  approach 
the  Foreign  Office  unless  I  submitted  a  request  in  writ' 
ing.   This  writing  would  have  to  be  in  detail,  setting 
forth  the  various  items  or  particulars  which  I  outlined 
in  my  telegram,   I  believe  that,  even  then,  there  will 
be  some  hesitancy  in  allowing  the  shipment. 

I  was  surprised  that  you  learned  from  the 
State  Department  in  Vlsshington  that  they  prefer  that 
we  act  independently;   I~do  not  think  "that  this  will 


make  a  good  impression  and  therefore  suggested  in  my 
telegram  that  it  would  be  of  assistance  to  me  if 
Washington  would  instruct  the  Embassy  to  help  me  out. 

Very  truly  yours, 

CANDLER  COBB   (Signed) 


IBH^ 


t^^.-^-' 


^  / 


v.>' 


•^•=^-.t»w  ^^^Wr"^' ''-'■''  '■'-•"^'^'"■"''^Th1waP«"'^"r  Wiwr  ■  ^"-'«^^->-^^ 


'*... ''  i  ^-^ »'. •;  '  » *.^.    ^*;     /^u  "<.vf\t 


»        •* 


>  ■'■ 


'.^ 


Confirmation  of  T«ltgram 


•     *  »•  ,1k     I   I.  I «  .       ^, . 


■■'  ^'  ''^    f*  '^  •■  "Sf'   **■ 


From;-     Can&l«r  GoV>  -  Pari* 


To:- 


Haml)l«toii  ->  Baltimort. 


Thursday,  17th  Haroh  1927. 


>■  i" 


I'K 


t 


•^■^  .•■^- 


r*-. 


to•»^o«^  tob«.,  P„l.  r.oo»».na  you  to  dUouss  It  ,1th 


State  Department  at  .Washington  -  stop  - 


:.J; 


I  am  returning  to  London  Saturday  - 


Candlar  Cobb 


V  4 


-/ 


? 


">        -t 


(■ 


?•; 


I  « 


/ 


' » 


i  \c 


r  f>- ifc/  ?<••  '   ,  .  - 


Confirmation  of  Telagram 


From:-  Hambleton  -  Baltimort 


fo:- 


,y 


Col)b  -   Perousottl  -  Paris. 


V 


Uaroh  18tli,  1927. 


State  Department  request  we  obtain  ruling  aooordanoe 


proYlous  oablt  - 


Hambleton. 


^ 


\ 


-r- 


V. 


»         (k 


%    Wi^ 


im 


Conflzmation  of  telegram 


From:-  Candler  Cobb  -  London 


To:- 


Hambleton  -  Baltimore. 


March  19th,  19£7. 


^' 


i^ 


InadTlaable  approach  French  Govercment  unless  submitting 
fall  written  particulars  Including  especially  exact  quantity 
typ0s  varieties  purposes  where  manufactured  who  financing 
even  then  expect  difficult  obtain  peitDlt  -  stop  -  Would  help 
if  Washington  instructed  Embassy  Paris  assist  me  -  stop  - 
Telegraph  very  folly  and  could  go  Paris  Thursday  proYlded 


proper  officials  available  Friday 


Cobb 


fA 


To  -  Hambleton  -  Baltimore 
From:  Cobb  '  •  -  London, 

I>ate:  March  £9th,  1927. 


GOIKG  TUESDAY  AFTERNOON  BRUSSELS   EXPECT  TO  ARRIVE  Pi»RIS 
if.EDNESDAY  EVENING  ^.HERE  MUST  HAVE  RECEIVED  INSTRUCTIONS 
PARTICULARS  FOR  CONFERENCE  ».ITH  FRENCH  FOREIGN  OFFICE  ON 


THURSD^ii 


"^ 


To:        Hambleton  -  Baltimore. 


From:  Cobb 


'ondon 


Date:  March  £'8th,  1927. 


STRONGLi  OF  OPINION  USELESS  FOR  US  TO  APPROACH  FRENCH  FOREIGN 


OFFICE  UNLESS  I  BE  ABLE  TO  INDICATE  SOME  IDEA  NATURE  i£6  AELL 
AS  i^U/lNTITY  of  arms   STOP  TELEGRi^.PH  FULLY  aHATEVER  DETAILS 
YOU  H/iVE   I  CiiN  BE  PARIS  AELNESDAY 


X 


^ 


>■'-»  I     —  .M*  I  .  j»  A«>  «- 


K<l««<.i«.i 


*-  - 


<t 


-^. .      •: 


^ 


CSS    HAMBLETON 


(S^i//<ij/^r/  /(¥6J 


W.  U.TCL 


cooes. 


BALTIMORE 

•O  •CALVCPfT  STRCCT 

WASHINOTON 

SOUTHERN  BUILDING 


a9/i 


/^e/o 


u 


€?// 


'^/y/A^fr^, 


ArriLIATCD   WITH 
HAMBLTTON  A  CCX,INC. 

•o  excHANoc  PL  New  ronK 

HAMBLCTON  A  CODING. 
I«0«  WALNUT  8T   PHILA. 


/26I  9  adV  ^^^'-^^'^^^^'^^^'^.^tid.    April  2,  1927. 


Mr,  Georg 
State  Dei 
Washl  ngto 

Dear  Sin 


V 


^ 


DEPABTMENT   OF    STATE 


•x    \^\    r\\  DIVISION  OF         TwM 

\  ^      \  vi  r  NEA!^  EASTERN  AFFAIRS 


I  a.  enclosi^  herewith  a  co^  of  a  cable  received  yesterday 
-0.  our  Porei,n  Representative,  ^ie.  is  aeir.e.pla..or,.  Have  ,ou 
a^  3..,estione  to  ^^  i.  «.e  ^tter.     x  appreciate  ve^  ^o.^our 

efforts  in  assisting  m.  to  obtain  this  ruling  b^^ 

viiis  ruling,  imt  presume  the  best 

thing  to  do  is  to  drop  the  matter  no^. 


Very  truly  yours. 


JAH:F 
enol 


/ 


\' 


y*. 


■  ML,  A 


i4* 


^.M'%v*r'C■■..^'^^ 


- '  y 


♦rV 


yroukl  lyrk  aw  X  oppo- 

/i^  THE     MCSSAOf 
BE  TRMSIirTTCp  AS  A 
FUU-RATf  TEliffAM 


1 


I 


.'l 


■■'»": 


>^T^   -tv^^^]     wj  '     ^'^^^-^  ■"  ;j'> 


AM 


A. 

NKWCOMB  CARLTON.  PMSioknt    ^ 


OKOROK  W.  1.  ATKINS.  FiMT  vicb-pmssidknt 


rend  the  following 


0iibje<:t  to  the  temu  on  back  hereof,  which  mre  liereby  agreed  to 


<. 


CABLE 


U17A  ' 


NO. 

CASNOiiMi 

>  CHECK 

TIME  FIUD 

• 

i 


April  1 


FOR  ryiESn^MGER  CALL, 
PLAZA  10:25  OR  i026 


Tel fiphoncd from  Baltimore 


■'^J^ 


.V         I 


•   1 


'.t 


*.--'\ 


If-  »:  ■ 


^\ 


■^'. 


JQHB  HAUBLBTCH 

IHPOIUSD  Br  ?RBICH  FOREIGN  OFPICE  RULES  UNDBS  FREBCR  BRITISH 
ITAIIAF  CONGESTION  TBLR  1925  HOT  YET  PORUDLATBD  BUT  WILL  PBOBIBLY 
BE  BBOISB)  GB<rE7A  IN  3EPTBIBES  UmiL  THEN  QOSSTION  0?  SRlJUttCS  OF 
ARUS  MUST  BE  SUBMITTED  TO  AFORESAID  THREE  GCKTERIIIEWS  WITH  FULL 
PARTICULARS  FOR  THEIR  JOINT  AIPROVAL  STOP  OFFICIAL  WITH  WHOM 
CONSULTED  CONSIDERS   IT  ADVISABLE  STOP  NEPOGIATIONS  TTTiriL  RULES 
ARE  ANNOUNCa)  STOP  I  CAN  CONSULT  WITH  BRITISH  GOVBRNMHST  FOURTH 
APRIL  AT  LONDON  BUT   FEAR  THEIR  IMPRESSION  IF  WE  INSIST  UPON  THEIR 
DECISION  BETWEEN  NOW  AND  SEPTBUBHt  STOP  I  AM  OF  OPINION  THREE 
GOVHOWENTS  ARE  TRYING  HART  TO  SECURE  BUSINESS  THQISELVES  ALSO 
LIMITING  IT  TO  3M^  LIST    ^ANTITY  STOP  LEAVIWJ  HERE  FOR  LONDON 
SATURDAY 


COBB 


■\-*:. 


■  *. 


-ft 


. '   ■  •  *<^'' 
\     f .  *■ 


^-f' 


7  V'V 

-^#-L 


\' 


1 

*    ,» 


,» 


■«  4 


t«ni  iff  airs. 


ttf  Ik*  P<n>«A  !■■■%*•  IiiTiiri;«i 

nl  OD  this  actter  t«ft«tlMy  vltk  as  aaaaoKl  •t  joar 


•oBwaraatlMi  of  iprll  1,  Iflf  villi  ttr*  OasAltfr 


1.  - 


$v 


auropsAB  r«pr«i*irU%l7«  ^f  BiiBkl«toB  anA  OMpfl^ 


•  Sir, 


lour  •b«dl« 


zraat. 


Yor  tli«  OMMtarjr  ^t  States 


i 


\V .  i^ 


C^^iilA-fiH  '^^ 


laa 

oanr  of 

aasvarMitl 

iMt  wiHi  Jolm 


•  S4/4 


of 
of  ipril  19. 


€ft 


>^Ns?f^ 


; 


'ap 


> 


■•.  ^^(>x 


1 


Apfll^^erl92^ 


For  Distribution 


Om  H«BOZftkI« 


Paris. 


\     S  i  r 


Bi»f«rrliig  to  tlM  I>«|>ar%Miit*«  t«I«grMi  lo*  9T  «f 


i»»iy«  oC  IMi^Ifttoa 


«Bt  Oon^ABj  of  BaltlBoro,  Uar/laat 


^ 


7«i«isii 


^  wj*  ftOToxnlns  ^^  tnuuilt  a«e«Mi 


fronek  SoaftlilaaA  of  arM  ant 


itioa  t««UB«t  for 


tlio 


oloaot  for  your  Infoiaotloa  a  oopj  of  a 


itH|iilp»oa%  of  Hm  Btkioplaa  hxm^  tho^o  is  on- 


oraatVB  of 


tlOB  W 


IBrw  loiB  Hai^ltttm  anft  am  off  loor 


torn  Af f  alra. 


of  Iko  PopartiMrt'o  DItIsIob  of 

&•  OopartKoBt  wo«I4  bo  latiroatoA  %o  roooira  70«r 
oQBBoiit  on  this  aattcr  tosotlior  vltk  an  aaooai;^  of  yovr 
ooBToraatlon  of  iprll  1,   IttT  with  Mr.  Oandltf  06^. 
Baropoan  roproaontatlTo  of  E«i¥IotoB  anA  Ooap«ij* 

.  air. 

Tour  obodloflk  aozrant. 

For  tho  doorotary  of  Statot 


\i. 


iV.  cAdii-^  -^ 


i 


i^ 


\ 


oosvoraatl 


of 

flf  ipriX  IS, 
ioto 


aM. 


.  le.  1927 


>^'\fjif^ 


i- 


#, 


^^^       I—  l»f     I  J   ^hB 


,^ 


DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 


.  L  ^  Division  of  Near  Eastern  affairs   /; ,  r "  A  -^-^  iCf?      ^ 


April  13.    1927  A/^  \^      <\\ 

T        ftp: 
3UBJB0T;    3hlpment   of  arms  to  Ethiopia;    Order  received   by 


Hambleton  and  Company,    of  Baltimore,   from 
a  Taffarl. 


Mr.   Shi&w: 

Mr.    John  Hambleton  of  Hambleton  and  Company,    c 
on  me   today  and  stated   that   he  had  received  from  Has   Taffarl,^  te 
through  Mr.   Cco'ey,   his  representative  at   Addle  Ababa,   a|  ^g 

definite   order  for  specific   quantities  of  rifles,   machlwe         Cog 

!  . '       'a 

guns  and  ammunition  for  the   equipment    of   the  i^-thloplan  irmy, 
and   that  he  wished   to    Inform  us   of  his  contemplated   action 
with   respect    thereto,    the  following  three   alternative 
courses    of    action  having  presented  themselves    to  his  mind;        5 

(1)    To   instruct  I^r.    Cobb,   his  iiuropean  agent,    to  g^  JS 

—  3  2 

follow  up  hl8  earlier  coijversatlon  with  the  French  Foreign   nj  O 


« 


Office    (see  Llr.    Hambleton' s  attached  letters   of  March  31 
and  April   2,    1927)   and   to  ascertain  whether  any  diffi- 
culties would   be   encountered    in  the  transit   of  the   con- 
templated  shlpmeiit   across  French  Somallland.      Should   he 
follow  this  course   of  action  he   desired.    If  necessary, 
to  request   the   further  assistance  o^  the   iinbassy    In  Paris. 
He   added   that  he   appreciated   our  hesitancy    In   the  matter. 


I.e. 


i 


>  •      t.     .'  «.  •      ■  4     *  •       *•  >m«». 


DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 


Division  of  Near  Eastern  Affairs 


-2- 


1.  e.  that  In  asking  the  Foreign  Office  whether  It  had  any 
objeotlon  to  the  proposed  shipment  we  night  be  considered 
to  admit  In  advance  that  valid  objection  might  be  raised 
by  the  French  Government.  This  sameS;;^ omment ,  he  felt,  might 
be  applied  to  Hambleton  and  Company  should  they  approach 

the  Foreign  Office.  He  had  decided,  therefore,  against 

or 

this  course  of  action,   for  the  present  at   leasty  until  the 

action  set   forth  In  (3)   should  have  bean  tried. 

(2)   To  dispatch  a  small  trial   shipment  with  a  view 
to    testing  the  French  regulations  and  policy.    This  possible 
course  of  action  appealed  strongly  to  him  and  he  felt    In- 
clined  to   adopt    It   except   that  he  thought  the  action  set 
forth   In   (3)  might  prove  more  effective. 

(3)    To    Instruct  Llr.    Carey  to  call   on  and   Inform   the 


French  Llln later  at  Addis  Abeba  that  he  had  cabled  the  Ras 
Taffari's  order  to  his  firm  which  was  shipping  the  arms 


In  question^  that   he  wished  the  French  lllnlster  to  Jmow 
of  the  prospective  arrival    of  the  shipment    In  order  that, 
if  he   so  desired,   he  might    Inform  the  French  authorities 
at  Djibouti  to  the  end  that   transit  across  French 
Somallland  might  ^e  facilitated,     llr.   Hamble ton  added  that, 
of  course,  he  would  not  ship  any  part   of  the   order  until  he 


had 


>-^.t*a,  *       4     *««i.>*^«  .,4».-k^iL'  - 


rAr^K.^^MV:; 
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•(T 


1. 


?iW 


?■"'* 
'^w  ^  * 


DIPARTMINT  OF  tTATI 


DIVISION  OP  NEAR  lASTIRN  AFFAIRS 


-a. 


had  l«arn©d  from  ilr.   Carty  tli®  rsduii  el'  hiu  itt^itiUflummi 
with  the  French  Ululattr,   wlao  that  h9  *i^&uifl  Jt©»p  yiS   Ifi^ 
fomed   of  any  new  developtoe/.ta    in  ih§  //#ftii«f # 


^<^ 


/i 


AH 


K 


'i 


V 


.'1 


f^ 


( 


AM 


I 


ftlto 


Vo 


•        1  4*-^ 


^.^ 


OF  THE 

OF  AMERICA 
1927* 


^■r 
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i  ^r 


0 1  --^ 


Jil 


'»l'l 


l^ 


%'i> 
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'5^^* 


M^ 


Vh*  Honora^l* 


Th«  Secretary  of  State, 
Vnchiagtexu 


^? 


Sir  I 


/^ 


>  \ 


In  answer  to  your  Ixuitruotion  10/2262  of  April  20th  last^  (ni« 
lo#884«24/4)9  I  bATtt  th«  honor  to  aako  tho  follovlng  report  rolatlr^ 


\i 


to  the  shipoMnt  of  araa  to  Ahysslnla  ^  HaMbloton  &  Coapaqj  of 
Baltlnoroi 

Ur.   Oandlor  Cohb  caao  to  tho  Babaaey  and  saw  Ur.   Ihlt«hou0#  on 


■MTch  7th  In  regard  to  a  oahlo  ho  had  rocolTed  from  hie  ooaggajqr  r 
queeting  a  ruling  of  the  Trenoh  Foreign  Off ioe  in  regard  to  per- 
mleeion  to  ehip  arms  through  French  Soaaliland  to  lhjeeinia«  Vbt. 


Oohh  had  no  inforaation  other  than  that  oontiiined  in  a  hrief  eahle, 


Ur*  Whitehouee  told  his  that,  irtiile  he  did  not  knov  the  preeent 
etatue  of  the  traffic  In  arme  with  Ahyeeinia^  he  did  reneaber  that 


\. 


'.  ▼ 


mmmmm 


«*.-ii<fcii>ii4»i<ihi 


•  2  • 

•oiM  jMirs  ago  there  had  been  eooe  agreement  T)etween  France ^  igwgi«.ttit 
and  Italy  not  to  allow  ehipnente  and  that  he  had  an  Inpreeelon  that 
the  United  Statea  had  a^qnleeced  In  thle  emter^#  ICr^  Whitehouee 
told  Ur.   Cohh  that  he  remembered  tlMit  there  had  been  some  difficult 
about^  a  shipment  of  a  oooparatiyely  email  quantity  of  arme  from  the 
United  States  for  the  Btaq;)ress*s  body«gaard»  He  farther  suggested  thi 
Ur*  Cobb  should  more  with  caution  anl  that  before  approaching  the 


n 


■  :'i 

■  '■  ^ 


Jl 


V 


French  Croremment  he  should  obtain  more  specific  Information  ftrom  his 


company 


compaoy 


r 


Whltehouse  and  the  latter  made  an  appointment  for  him  to  see  K.   de 


v^ 


r 


CO 


/ 


t^ 


\^ 


/ 


\ 


Q^' 


Saint  Qiwntlii,  the  h*ad  of  the  Ifrloan  DlTltlon  at  tbft  ror«isn  Offle* 
B7  •  l«tt«r  dat«d  April  4th,  Ifr.  Cobb  iaform»d  ICr.  fhitahofatft  that 
tha  aubataDca  of  th«  iafonflatlon  fomiahod  him  by  K.  de  Saint  Qioientia 


waa  that,  ondar  tha 


Conrention  batwaan  tha  Franoh,  Britiih  and 
Italian  GoTarnaontal  datad  1925  J  it  vaa  cont«0qplatad  to  lay  down  oor- 


rogolationa  goTorning  tha  thipmant  of  anas  and  aiwnnnl' 


tion  into  Abystinia;  that  those  roles  hare  not  yet  been  foroolated  but 
that  it  is  intended  to  bring  the«  np  at  Genera  next  September j  that  in 
the  meantime,  if  Hambleton  &  Company  insist  on  any nOlng,  their  reqjiest 
would  haTS  to  be  submitted  in  writing  and  then  negotiated  between  the 


l 


.SK 


three  eoremments* 


thing 


7 


) 


Oobb 


I  hare  the 


In  triplieate« 


^  wi 


A 


A 


♦     •''■*^'>"l»N.*^«b..4/C*-  l■V«.•.^.V.s*Ki^^J|^,i,H,.^.fJ^'.*i^ 


I 
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<> 
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-t 


2^)^H 


Ifay  2; 


."?  1^^-^ 


Th«  loaombls 


■jroa  T.  H«nrio|c, 

Aawieaii  Ambassador, 
Pavla. 


six: 


Tlia  I>aparlamit  luia  xaoalTad  yoitr  daapaiali  lo.  74at 


datad  Hay  2«  1927,   eoaocxmlnc  a  eooirartatioa  batvaaa  Ix. 


Whltabouaa  and  Ijr.  Oaadl«x  Cakb,  tba  lorapaaa  x^xaaan- 


tatlTa  of  BMiblatoa  aad 


af  laltii^xa.  vltli 


•pact  to  tha  eoiqpwqr*  >  daatxa  to  ihip 


tloa  ta  Addia  Aitaba  fox  tba 


oat  fC 


nidopi 


Axay.  Za  paxtiotflax  tba  Dapairtaact  nctaa  fwur  xafax 
to  a  "Oo«vaatia«  batwaea  tba  fxaaeb,  Brltlab  a«d  Italian 


/ 


Oevoxaaaata  dattd  1925*. 

Tba  niat  af  tba  Dapaxtaant  oaataia  otbinr  x^axoaaaa 
to  aaab  a  aosxaatioa  ex  afxaaaoat,  b«t  tbo  taxt  af  it 


L^  daaa  Bot  ^paax  to  bava  ba 


aatad  to  tba  Qat^ 


axasaat  of  tba  tmitad  Btataa  aitbax  by  oaa  af  tbo  aoa- 


txaetiag  paxtiaa  ax  by  aay  af  tba  xapxaaaatativaa  af 
tbit  Govcxaaaat  atationad  abxaad.  It  is  dssixad,  tbaxa- 

ay  aadaaivaix  diaaxaatly  to  obtain 


foxe,  tbat  tbs 

fax  txaaaaissioa  to  tba  Papai  taiat  a  aapy  of  tba  taxt 


of  tba  ooaraatiaa  in  qaaatian. 


I  aa.  Six, 


t^  true  copy  o* 
signed  orife-  ^ 


the 


Taox  obadiaat 


*• 


Fox  tbs  9 oar ataxy  af  Stats: 
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Cablk  AooRtS8''HAMBLETON'* 


KxXuA>.^C1^ 


Si^^MUe^  ^<f6J 


LIEBCR'S) 

W.  U.  TCL.)  CODCS- 


BALTIMORE 
•O   S.  CALVERT   STRCCT 

WA8HINOTON 
SOUTHERN    BUILDING 


AFFILIATED    WITH 

HAMBLCTON   &  CO-,INC. 

43   EXCHANGE   PL. NEW    YORK 

HAHBLCTON   &   CO>«INC- 
lOOC   WALNUT    ST.  PHILA. 


V 


Inclftx  Bureau 
Ai;.  i3o  1927 


T!r«   George  7'adsworth, 

328  1/2  State,  ''^ar  fc  !Tavy  Bld^-., 

Washington,  D.   0# 


^^A/y€i/Ci/rrvore^,  f^y^tcC/. 


July  29,   1927. 
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1 


^ 


Dear  Tais^^'orth.^ 


//K 


^/ 


/^. 


cMt^^^^^ 


-^^ 


'^'^lS 


.  c^ 


Z 
^ 
r 


I   an  enclosing  horewlth  corrj  of  a  lot  tor  wo  received 
yesterday  froro   the  'Var  Departrnont  which  I  do  rjot   luxlerstand* 

Lj.st  Tuesday,    foTlo%vin£  your  Ir^tructlons,   I   called 
on  '.!aJor  Farric,   Axecntlve  Officer,   Chief  of  Ordnance,  '!unitions 
Bldg«      He  passed  no   on   Ic    zcno  o-hoi'  n^J:-^  v.hc.    In  tiurn,   passed  mo 
on  to  ITa^Jor  Le^^ls,  who  is  an  or^inoer   in  charge    of  Ai'tlllGrj-  and 
CankB.     He   seoned  ver;:  pleased  v;!th  thj   Idea  of  a  possible  sale   of 
four  of  his  tank's  ai:d  seme  hovitsera  and  one-potmders,   aix!  promised 
!ce  a  letter   ccntalrli.g  prices  within  thr   rj?xt    few  di^"s# 

I   hate   to  trouble  yon  with  this,   but  i  f  you  can  sug- 
^'ost   sor:;eone    f^r  xo   to  see   aLcut   it    I  will  appreciate  it  vnry  rnich# 


I  erjoyed  luiich  v;lth"y^'"^^^  TtTucTT'Tind  orr-scrry  that 
yoii  are  so  v;cr:*3^ed  about  ycur  fi^^are  th.^t  ycu  v.cidd  not  ride  bacK  to 
ycoi'  office   .vJth  us*      I  see  no  evident   rearcns  for  this. 


Ci^ 


k   ^ 


Vevj   triily  yours, 


end 


4«V 


i 


.    'l^       V'  '"^      .  ...   .* 


fM?' 


V. 


/ 


COPT 


t» 


) 


KLK/lod 


WAR  DEPAETL2I7T 
OFFIC^-OF  THE  CHIEF  Of  CwIlAlICE 


N 


July  27,   1927 


Mr.  Oeorge  G.  Carey,  Jr., 
c/o  Hacibleton  4  Company, 
10  S,  Calvert  Street, 
BaltiTDoro,  Md. 

Dear  31r» 

I  am  directed  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  to  reply  to  your  letter  of 
July  15,   1927,   file  0.0.  4 00. 3 2 6/534-0 arey,  5eo.  G.,  directed  to  the  > 

Quartermaster  Office,  Arny  Baao,   Brooklyn,  TT.  T.   in  so    fer  as  It  pertains 
to  Ordnance  eqtdpment. 

"it    is  desired  to  Inforai  you  that  U.3.  Plflos,  caliber  .30,  M1903 
J»ith  amcuidtlon  and  ether  aoceaaorlea  along  with,  tasks  with  various  equip- 
inent   and  accdsaorles  are   not   surplus  and  therefore  are  not  available   for 
sale  nnd^  salvage  r o^^-ul £iti o n» .     In  view  of  the   fact  that   the  equipment 
roentiomd  Is  oonsldored   standard  for  use  of  the  Amy  it   is  not  expected 
that  any  of  this  equipment  will  be  dlspneed  of  by  salvage,  h 


i'i 


Very  truly  yours. 


v. 


3gd^   -  Hi.  n.  Strickland, 

Caj>t«t  Crdnazica  Dept#, 
Assletant* 


** 

^ 

*♦.> 


^  .rT*! 


(vje« . 


DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 


Division  of  Near  Eastern  Affairs 


Vo.^^\^'^tv 


OotiAer  fiO.  I9»T 


lMt«rA«7  af t«nioan  a  Mr.  Vl««  o«i«  la  to  ■•• 


/ 


rtgar41ng  Hi*  salt  of  Bilitaxy  oquipBont  to  Bthiopla* 
Mr*  Wiao  salA  tliat  ho  la  aaaoolatoi  with  Lloutoaant  Wa 
la  tht  woxk  of  obtalalaf  for  fir*  0.  Martla  laforaatlon 


rosardtnf  tho  prlooa  of  alUtazj  oqal^Moat  la  thla  ooaat 
Ho  aald  that  ho  and  Dr,  Martla  had  oalXod  oa  Ifr,  Jatrat 


la  tho  Buroau  of  Forolyi  aad  Soaoatlo  Ooanoroo  joatordaj 
aoralng  to  dlsoaaa  tkla  aahjoot  and  lCr«  Doaoyatiky  had 
r«fonod  this  to  at  for  oortala  laf traatloa. 

]Cr«  Wlao  oald  that  tho  prlaolyal  fuaatloa  oa  vhloh 
ho  doolrtt  laforiittloa  was  ahothor  ^lo  OOToraaoat  ooald 
sMiahov  roqaoat  tho  Troaoh  Qor 


al  to  graat  traaa- 
■klpaont  faollltltf  throo^  rronoh  SoaaUlaad  for  tho 


■1  Utazy  tqiljaoat  doalrod  h7  Ithlopla.     Ho  aald  that 
aatarallj  tho  iaarloaa  ooapaa^  did  aot  doalro  to  laroat 
Ita  aoao7  la  allltazy  oqalfaont  for  Bthlopla  and  flaally 
fla&  that  It  ooald  aot  ooaploto  tho  ahlpaoat  aor  did 
Ithlopla  doalro  to  fo^  for  tha  araa  la  thla  oeaatzy  oaly 
to  dlaoarov  that  tho  froaoh,  Brltlah  and  ItaXlaa  Qororaaoata 
woald  rofaao  to  poxalt  tho  araa  to  oator  lata  that  ooaatij* 
Mr.  Wloo  aald  that  Mr*  Doaaratalr  ^*A  aa«gaatod  tkat  a 

II  trial  ahlpnont  ho  aado  for  tho  parpoao  of  aaoortalalag 


— M 

h 


CO 


C 


ro 


wh«tlMr 


DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 


Division  of  Near  Eastern  Affairs 


-«- 


^ 


V 


wk«th«r  p«nil««l<m  woxlIA  >•  gr«at«4  for  tt%  l^portati«n 
of  «zm«  into  Itklopia*     Mr*  Wiso  foarod,  kovoTor,   tkat 
thiB  suggottioii  would  not  ^o  of  maok  fv«otlo«I  laportaaoo 
a«  tho  Tronok  QoromMiil  sight  intttrpoM  no  o^jootioo  to 
tho  tramold.psMi'l  of  tho  trial  oidor  kmt  roftiso  to  pomit 
tho  transit  faoilitios  for  tho  prinelpal  ohipaoBt.     Ho 
•aid  that  Mr.  Doaoratilqr  ^^  BOBtioaod  to  hin  that  it 
womid  hardlj  ^o  praotioablo  for  oithor  tho  Dopartnont  of 
OOBBoroo  or  this  Dfpartaont  to  inquiro  from  tho  Tronoh 
QoToniBoxit  whothor  that  Qoronaioixt  would  aooord  tramit 
faoilitioa  for  ouoh  a  ahipaont  into  Bthiopia.     M^«  Wiao 
•aid  that  ho  oould  roadily  •••  tho  foroo  of  thio  ohjootion 
hut  that  ho  was  umhlo  to  find  a  aolution  of  Ibio  prohli 
I^«ah«d  hia  idiothor  ht  hdd  oonaHarod  tho  poo^ihiUty 


of  aaoortainiBf  if  tho  Oor 


nt  of  Bthiopia  would  ho 


inolinod  to  iafoni  tho  Fronoh  Miniotor  in  dddin  ihoha  that 
inatruotionn  had  hoon  trarndttad  for  tho  purohaao  of 
thoBO  military  oquipAonta  in  tho  Unitod  Statoa  an&  to 
roquoat  tho  fronoh  Qofomnont  throng  tho  Miniotor  to 
faoilitato  tho  tranaihipaont  throufh  80Mlilaad«/£f  Iho 
Yronoh  Qoromnont  should  intorpoao  aagr  ohjootiona  to  tho 
•hipBont  tho  hand!  of  thia  Qororasont  would  bo  ontirol/ 

froo 


.« 


DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 


Division  of  Near  Eastern  Affairs 


••• 


fT%%  to  Mak9  mioh  representations  on  belialf  of  the  ipor loan 
«zport«r  AS  MMj  bs  oonslAsrsd  approprlats.     icr*  Vlss  salt 
that  ha  Aid  AOt  tnom  tha  attituAa  of  tha  Bthiapiaa  QoTam* 
■ant  with  raspaot  to  this  sucgastion  hut  that  it  aypaarat 
to  hlB  to  ha  a  satisfaotorj  aalution.     I  atAa4  that  in 
oasa  tha  QoraniBaat  of  ithioplA  should  not  ho  Inolinad  to 
ooaraaioata  this  notioo  to  tha  Tranoh  LatatiOA  at  Addis 
ihaha,  tha  iHsrloaa  oportar  sight  transait  suoh  oonMHuioatioa 
diraotl/  to  tha  Fronoh  QoranuMnt,  spaoifjing  in  datail  tha 
tTpas  of  a^uipmant  which  tha  Qo?  armant  of  Bthiopia  had 


ordarad* 


\ 


Ifr*  Wiaa  thankad  na  for  tha  suggastion  and  said  that 
it  appaarad  to  his  that  a  solution  night  ha  workad  out 
along  thasa  linas* 


Inoidantally  Mr*  Wiaa  told  no  that  ha  and  Liautasant 


Wada  had  nada  inquirias  of  tha  nansfaoturar  of  tha  Sprlngfiald 
riflas,  of  tha  Oolt  Oonpanj.  of  tho  into  Ordnanoa  Oorporation 
and  of  Iha  Onpoat  Ooapaaj.     Ha  n«itionid  thaf*]>x'«  Martin 
daairad  to  huj  1600  Qpringfiald  r  if  las,  600  oarhinas, 
24  Yiokar  naohina  guns  and  1£  ona*pound  Eotahkiss  guns. 


Basidas  Bthiopia  daairad  a  oar  tain  nahar  of  kSiki  uniforms 
and  soBt  othar  aqulpaant. 


\ 
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AMERICAN  CONBUlAVe  XS^NE 

Addis  Aba:9^5>\|:tn^$6*iA-: 


DKPAilTMJlNT  OJr   WATiU 


-•      »;iSION  OF 
NFAR  EASTERN  AFf Al 


X 


1—1221    ,,, 


SUBJECT:    T.'ar  materials  want 44' ^^J?'?!^  Impe 

Highness,    Ras  Tafarll 


r 


©R  DISTRIBUTION  - 


THE  HONOR 

TH^C 


SIR: 


# 


STATE, 

WashingtoR 


e» 


V 


I  have   the  honor  to   state    tiiat  His   In^>erial' Highness,   Ha^ 


Tafari,   Prince  Recent  and  Heir   to   the  Throne  of  Sthiopia,   has 

f 

asked   this  Legation  and  Consulate  G-eneral  to   procure  pro/aptly 

for  hill  from  the  United  States  prices  and  oifers  on  the   follow 

in^  railitary  supplies:  I 

» 

1*  Army  rifles,  per  thousands 

£•  Machine  rifles  and  niachlne   juns,    per  one  hundred* 


/ 


IT  Smaller  caliber  artt Ider^r -jrleces  • 
4*  Jjuniunition  for  ahcve* 


5*  Unifoms  for  both  privates  and  officers,  of  toth 
cotton  khaki  and  woolen  khaki  raade  in  the  fasten 
at  the  neck  style,  with  trousers  either  laced  or 
close  fittine;  below  the  knees.  Per  thousand  suits • 


tf^ 


CO 


If  American  laws   and  regulatiorj^   permit   the   export  of  thesej^ 

c 

war  materials,  and  tlie  prices  are  sulta^cle,  His  Imperial  High- 
ness mirht  make  purchases  approaching  perhaps  a  million  dollars 
in  all*  At  any  rate  I  respectfully  su^^c^^'^  ^^^^   advisability 
of  having  sent  to  this  Legation  and  Consulate  General,  for  de- 
livery to  His  Imperial  Highness*,  catalogs  and  other  sales  liter- 
ature covering  the  above  cornnodities^ 

Although  I  am  not  in  possession  of  recent  infomation  on 

« 

the  subject  I  obtain  the  understanding  here  that  there  is  no 
longer  a  general  restriction  sponsored  by  Britain,  France  and 


y^ 


4'.  ■ 


Ital: 


-    t! 


.  A  . 


\. 


?^ 


M«i 


ii. 


»  -m 


mi* 


.i     '  * 


1 1 


-  2  - 


*i. 


I 

o 


Italy  to  control  the  importatlOA  of  war  materials  into 
Ethiopia  since  the  admission  of  the  latter  to  member- 


*  .1 


c 


ship  in  the  League  of  Nations* 

I  have  the  honor  to  "be,  SITi 


Tour  obedi 


)DISON  E.  SO 
Linister  Resident  and 
Consul  General, 


•  i 
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LEGATION  OF  THE 

• 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

Addit  AlMibai  Ethiopia  I 
Saptember  14 th^  1928 • 


t^ 


r  ^ 


yr 
J.  ^ 


r 

» 


No«   63. 


T2io  Honora'bl* 


Tht  S^orstary  of  state, 
Washington* 


Sir: 


I  liaye  tht  honor  har«^y  to  trancait  a  request  of 


/ 


the  Ethiopian  GoTerame&t  that  the  war  Departaent  of  the 
United  states  purehase  for  it,  as  a  special  faror,  one 
aeroplane  and  two  tanks  sultahle  for  nilitarj  purposes* 

His  Inperial  Highness,  the  Priaoe  Begent  of  Xthiopia, 
is  taking  steps  to  modernise  his  snail  amy  by  instruction 
in  the  use  of  this  sort  of  equipnsnt* 

There  are  no  aeroplanes  in  the  country  as  their 
Importation  has  heretofore  been  prohibited*   The 


« 


proposed  purchase  would,  therefore,  bring  in  an  imerican 

aeroplamt 


'    0  9 


^ 


r 


J-' 
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y  ' 


f^  -*-*^ 


•^BT 


B4|Mi»MriUMi«flte 


"   «  '*    V 


-<«*•.. 


.&*•'•»,       »  ■■^. 


■MMPX^MMrfh** 


"it: 


-«#" 
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\ 


( 


a«roplan«  as  %h»   first  STsr  to  bs  ussd  in  Ethiopia*   It 
is  likely  that  other  purotaases  through  oonmeroiaX  ohannels 
would  follow* 

The  Ethiopian  aroy  has  one  tank  recently  presented  to 
it  by  the  Italian  GoTemnent  and  which,  for  purposes  of 
local  instruction,  is  operated  by  a  non-coBBissioned 

< 

officer  of  the  Italian  iray  who  is  on  duty  at  the  local 
Italian  Legation* 

The  Prince  Begent  has  been  persuaded  from  some  source 
that  inerican  aeroplanes  and  tanks  are  superior  to  European 
ones*   He  wishes  samples  and  informs  me  that  for  such 
reason  he  wishes  to  inquire  whether  our  War  Department 
could  make  the  purchases  abore  indicated* 

His  imperial  Highness  is  willing  to  remit  cash  in 

« 

advance  if  informed  that  the  purchase  can  be  made*   He 


i. 


has  asked  me  to  request  a  telegraphic  reply* 

Should  the  purchase  be  made  it  is  desired  by  the 
Prince  Regent  that  shipment  be  made  direct  from  Hew  Tork 
to  Djibouti,  French  somaliland,  i^ich  is  occasionally 
practicable  by  steamers  of  one  or  two  of  the  lines  running 
to  India  and  the  Far  East  ria  the  Suez  Canal* 

Djibouti  is  a  French  port  but  His  Imperial  Highness 
says  he  will  make  arrangements  for  landing  of  the  ship- 
ment there  euid  for  its  clearance  through  to  Ethiopia* 

I  am  also  asked  by  the  Ethiopian  Goremment  to 
inquire  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  procure  two 
American  army  officers  to  serre  as  military  instructors 
here*   I  have  not  encouraged  any  belief  that  such 

arrangement 


■1 


-3- 


arrane^mant  can  be  oada  but  transmit  tlia  Inquiry  by  spaoial 


raqueat* 


.» •• 


n? 


I  baye  tba  bonor  to  ba,  sip. 


Your  obadlant  sarrant. 


*T,..-,rir  *fc-,  ■*!}&■  jf- 


October  19  1928 


In  reply  refer  to 
R  8S4. 24/11 


The  Bonorable 


the  teeretary  of  lar. 


Sir: 


2  bare  the  honor  to  treaaBit  herewith  a  ^opy  of  a 


deepatoh  lo.  63  of  Septeober  14,  1928,  from  the  Aaeiloaa 
Legatioa  at  Addle  Ahaba,  sthiopla,  etatlag  that  the 
Ithieplaa  dOTernaeat  haa  iaqulred  vbether  the  United 
atatee  lax  DepaxtMoat,  aa  a  epeoial  favor,  aooXd  porchaee 
for  the  Ithiopiaa  OoTeraaent  oae  aeroplane  and  two  tamka 


■ttitable  for  military  poiposee.  The  Cthiopiaa  OOTeraaent 
aleo  laqoiree  whether  it  would  be  poeeible  to  obtain  the 
eerwioee  of  two  anqr  offioere  to  eerve  as  military  in- 
etruotora  in  the  Kthiopian  Aray. 

Z  shall  appreelate  TOoelTlag  an  expression  of  yoiur  wi 
with  reapeot  to  theee  inqwiriee  fox  ooneideratioa  in  the 


Addle 


Ababa. 


X  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  e errant. 


fbx  the  Seoretary  of  State: 


Oct.      17V    1928  W.  RCASTLK,  JU. 

Snoloeiure:  <<f/    Aaeistaat  Seoretary. 


p 
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^lon  ff^ia-jat^i  ho 


Department  of  Commerc 

BURKAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 


WASHINQTON 
\ 


"T/  \  " 


IST.^iVT  trr: 


> 


*i^' 


October  11,   1928. 


-X 


?  ^: 


IN   REPLY  REFER  TO 


Att«fttion:  A/CC 


Hon.  Wilbur  J.  Carr, 

Astletant  Secretary  of  Stat 
-^-""^   Department  of  State,  V 
^  Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Aear  Mr.  Carr;  ,  ^, ,„^ 

There  wag  recently  transmitted  to  this  Bureau  a  request  from    • 
Mr.  AAdlson  Southard,  Consul  Greneral  and  Minister  Resident  to 
Ithiopia,  for  catalogues  and  other  information  from  American  firms 
manufacturing  military  uniforms  and  other  equipment*  Mr.  Southard 
stated  Prince  Regent  Ras  Tafari  desires  to  sec^ore  such  information 
with  a  view  to  a  possible  jpurchase  of  loniforme  for  the  Ethiopian  ar 


In  compliance  with  Mr.  Scfathard's  request,  Mr.  Pickard,  the  Chief 
of  the  Textile  Division,  has  secured  and  I  am  attaching  hereto  an  enve* 
lope  containing  samples  of  cloth,  printed  literature  and  a  letter  quot- 
ing prices  from  the  Sigmund  Eisner  Company  of  Red  Bank,  New  Jersey,  one 
of  the  largest  man\ifacturers  of  uniforms  in  the  United  States*   It  is. 
hoped  that  this  will  enable  Mr.  Southard  to  'nterept  the  Prince  Regent 
in  purchasing  the  required  equipment  from  an  American  firm. 

Kindly  assure  Mr.  Southard  that  this  Bureau  will  be  very  glad  to 
do  anything  further  that  he  may  deem  advisable  to  assist  in  placing 
this  order  in  the  United  States. 


4a 


Very  truly  yours. 


oo 


CO 


V-A^^^--<^^^0^^-^Vv 


Perrj^yii    Stevenson, 
LiMsiin  Officer 


J... 


1^  191 


^ 


TO 


\ 


BUftKAU  or  FOfVClAN   AND  OOMBSTIC  COMMCftCC 

WASHiN«TON.  O.  C. 


\ 


X'ttFy^^T^n^NT  OF  Commerce 

^•pbDGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

'  'hington 


i       \ 


^t^ 


^ 


oct^^^^ 


OctoJ^Q^O. 


1928. 


Hon,  Wilb\ir  J.   Carr, 

ABslstant  Secretary  of  State, 

Depaxtmexit  of  St«*«',      / 

Washington,    D.    C.  \ 


REPLY  REFER  TO 


Subject  :  War  Materials  Weuited  by  His 


Imperial  Highness,  Has  Tafari  (Eth!Lopi^)\\  j 


Dear  Mr.  Oaurr; 


)ih  4. 


/c 


-R 


This  is  in  reference  to  connmnication  of  liky   4,  1928,  from  Mr.  Ajidisofi^ 
S.  Southard,  Minister  Resident  and  Consul  general,  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiobia,  ^^  **  I 
requesting  that  catalogues  and  other  sales  literature  covering  certai^s^^^^s^^   j 
specified  military  supplies  be  forwarded  him  by  interested  American    ^"^^^ 
manufacturers  • 


11 


The  Iron  and  Steel  Division  passed  this  inquiry  ^along  to  appropriate 
firms  and  sends  you  herewith  letter  of  October  5,  1928,  from  Begrlngton 
Arms  Company,  Inc.,  New  York  City,  together  with  duplicate  copies  of 
export  catalogues  and  price  list.  Letter  of  October  8  from  Cost's 
Patent  Fire  Arms  Manufacturing  Company,  Hartford,  Connect icutl"^  and  cat- 
alogue mentioned  ^s  also  presented,  as  well  as  letter  of  October  5,  1928, 
from  Francis  Ba»fierman  Sons,  New  York  City,  with  catalogue  and  circular. 

a^iih  &  Wesson,  Springfield,  Mass.,  wrote  direct  to  Mr.  Southard 


at  Addis  Ababa,  giving  prices,  etc.,  on  revolvers. 


] 


Will  you  please  transmit  the  enclosed  material  to  Consul  General 
Southard,    provided,    of  course,  that  there   is  nothing  to  prevent  the 
shipment  of  war  materiads  from  this  country  to  Ethiopia. 


-'.i^* 


Very  truly  yours. 


InclosTire  85698 


P.  jv Stevenson, 
Liaison  Officer. 


rf^ 
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DIVISION  OF  NEAR  EASTERN  AFFAIRS 


November  13,   1928 


ar  Ur*  Clark: 

Mlaa  Hanna  told  me  that  you  desired  to  obtain  a  brief 
memorandiia  indio^tin^  Treaty  obligations  with  respeot  to 
the  exportation  of  arms  to  Ethiopia. 

Artioles  8  to  14  of  the  General  Aot  of  Bmssels  of 
July  2,  1890,  lay  down  a  basis  for  the  control  of  the  traffljo 
in  arms  in  Afrioa.   With  respeot  to  Ethiopia,  the  prorisio 
of  the  General  Aot  of  Brussels  are  re-enforoed  by  an  A^ee- 
ment  of  Deoember  13,  1906,  between  Great  Britain,  Franoe, 
and  Italy  whereby  the  Signatory  Powers  bind  themselres  to 
•zeroise  "a  rigorous  superrislon  over  the  importation  of 
arms  and  ammunition'*  into  Ethiopia.   Without  repealing  the 
General  Aot  of  Brussels  or  the  Agreement  of  Deoeaiber  13,  1906,  ^ 
the  represent at ires  of  the  Powers  at  the  Peaoe  Conferenoe      ^ 
signed,  on  September  10,  1919,  a  new  oonvention  for  the 


/^ 


N> 


oontrol  of  the  trade  in  arms*   The  new  oonvention,  whioh  was  *^ 
never  ratified,  has  been  superseded  by  a  oonvention  for  the 
same  purpose,  signed  at  Geneva  June  17,  1925 •  The  Geneva 
Convention  has  been  ratified  by  Franoe,  The  Netherlands, 
China  and  Venezuela  and  has  been  adhered  to  by  Liberia. 
However,  the  Convention  has  not  ooae  into  effeot  beoauss 
Artiole  41  speoifies  that  it  must  be  ratified  by  fourteen 

Powara 


a 


4' 
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Powers  before  It  shall  beoome  effeotive. 

Aooordin^  to  Artlole  28  of  the  Genera  Convention 
Ethiopia  Is  excluded  from  the  special  zones  described  In 
Artlole  12  althoiigh  she  had  been  placed  Inside  these  zones 
by  Artlole  6  of  the  Convention  of  September  10,  1919. 

In  a  despatch  of  June  21,  1927,  the  Amerloan  Smbas^ 
at  Paris  stated  that  there  had  been  a  simple  exchange  of 
notes  between  Great  Britain,  Franoe,  and  Italy  In  which  the 
Powers  had  agreed  to  apply  In  principle  to  Ethiopia  the  pro- 


visions of  the  Geneva  Convention  of  June  17,  1925* 


Xhe 


three  Powers  mentioned  also  invited  Ethiopia  to  send  repre- 
sentatives to  a  joint  conference  to  consider  whether  and  how 
the  objects  of  the  Convention  of  June  17,  1925,  can  be  attained 
pending  ratification.   The  Ethiopian  Government  had  not  given 
its  final  reply  to  this  invitation  at  the  time  the  despatch 
was  written,  sind  according  to  a  telegram  from  Paris  of  Novem- 
ber 3,  1928,  the  representatives  of  the  three  Powers  at 
Addis  Ababa  expected  to  renew  their  invitation  to  Ethiopia  to 
attend  the  conference.   The  telegram  stated  that  it  appears 
now  more  likely  than  formerly  that  Ethiopia  will  accept  the 
invitation. 

Aooording  to  the  Department's  information,  arms  and 
ammninltlon  have  been  sold  to  Ethiopia  by  Great  Britain  and 

France 
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Franoe  from  time  to  time  but  the  equipment  has  been  mostly 
of  antiquated  types* 

When  the  attached  instruction  was  drafted  I  prepared  a 
longer  memorandum  on  this  subjeot, whioh  I  shall  be  glad  to 
send  you  in  oase  you  desire  to  see  it. 


'i 


.■''■JHHiM 
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P 
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/ 


No. 
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\" 


'   ■e'nb^^r  14  I9  2b  . 


Tbt  Honor  aUt 


.-? 


/ 


Addlsoa  I.  tOttt)iArd» 

MlniotoT  RotldoAt  and  Oontul  Oonoral, 
Addio  Ababa. 


81r: 


The  Dopartaont  has  rooolTad  your  doapatob  lo«  4 


of  May  4,  1928,  la  irtilob  you  tay  that  Rat  tafmri,  tba 
Xing  of  tthiopla,  baa  raqutated  you  to  obtain  proi^itly 
for  bin  priota  in  tbt  Unitad  Statet  of  otrtain  military 


^ 

^ 


A^ 


•quipaant.  Tou  alto  stata  tbat  if  tba  lawa  and  ragula- 
tlona  of  tba  Onitad  Statao  pomit  tba  asportation  of 
■ilitary  equipaant  it  ia  tbt  intaation  of  tba  Ethiopian 
OoTamatat  to  purob&aa  a  quantity  of  tbata  ooanoditias 
in  tba  Anarican  narkat. 

A  oopy  of  your  dtop&tcb  undtr  rtftranoo  «m  for- 
vardad  inforaaXly  to  tbt  Dapartaant  of  Ooaaarca  for  oon- 
aidtration.  A  raply  baa  now  bttn  rtotiTad,  of  vbiob  a 
copy  is  tranaaittcd  baravitb,  togatbar  with  its  an- 
oloanras. 

It  Bay  ba  addad  for  your  inforaation  tbat  ahila  tba 
Dapartaant  doaa  not  aaoouraca  tba  asportation  of  aras  and 
aaaunition  to  any  oountry»  tbtra  art  no  lofal  raatriotioaa 
on  tba  asportation  of  tboaa  ooaaoditias  to  ttbiopia. 


I  aa»  Sir, 


^> 


Tour  obadiaat  aarvanti 


\ 


|R:KO 


s 


/^^  ftioloaoraa: 
\/ro^f^    froa  Ooaaaroo, 
l^^    /    Ootobar  a0»19as, 

witb  anslasarat. 

••4.S4/U 


for  tba  Saeratary  of  ttatt: 

Jr  P°Mh.-n  Clnrk,  Jr. 
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The  Honorable 


The  Secretaiy  of  State. 
Dear  Mr.   Secretary: 


-y 


cA---^ 


o- 


^j 


.Vi... 


With  reference /to  your  letter  of  October  18,  1928^ 
(NBS  884.24/11),  concerning  the  desire  of  the  Ethiopian 
Government  that  the  United  States  War  Department  purchase  for 
it,  as  a  specifiil  favor,  one  aeroplane  and  two  tanks  suitable 
for  milit8u:y  purposes,  I  regret  to  advise  you  that  the  Wax 
Department  is  unable  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Ethiopian 
(Jovernment . 

The  War  Department  is  permitted  to  concern  itself  with 
the  sale  to  foreign  governments  of  military  equipment  and  material 
only  when  such  equipment  and  material  is  surplus.  There  are  at 
the  present  time  no  surplus  aeroplanes  or  tanks. 

Regarding  the  inquiry  of  the  Ethiopian  Government  as  to 
whether  two  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  might  be  detailed 
to  instruct  the  Ethiopian  Axiay.   officers  of  the  United  States  Army 
may  be  detailed  for  such  a  purpose  only  by  special  ax:t  of  Congress* 

I  regret  that,  -under  these  circumstances,  a  favorable 
reply  to  the  request  of  the  Ethiopietn  Ck)vernment  is  impracticable. 


Sincerely  yours, 


^iu6<^ 


ACTING    Secretary  of  War. 


^ 


CO 

CO 
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Tli«  Honorablo 


Addiaon  I.   Southard, 

Niiilttor  Rotldtnt  and  Oonsul  Oonoral, 
Addia  Ababa. 


•ir 


Tha  Dapartaant  haa  raoalTad  four  daapatoh  lo.  63 


of  Saptaabay  14,   1938,  in  iftiloh  you  at&ta  that  tha 
Ithloplan  OoTaxMiaiit  haa  Inqalrad  ahathar  tha  Unit  ad 
Stataa  far  Dapartaant  &6  a  apaolal  fafor  vould  purohaaa 
for  tha  Ithloplan  GoTanmant  ona  aaroplana  and  tvo  taaka 


r*- 


aultabla  for  allltarr  purpoaaa.  It  haa  baan  notad  that 
tha  Ithloplan  OoTannant  alao  Inqulrad  ahathar  It  would 
ba  poaalbla  to  obtain  tha  aarrloaa  of  tvo  aray  of flaara 
to  aarva  aa  allltarr  Inatruotora  In  tha  Ithloplan  amy. 

A  oop7  of  jour  daapatoh  undar  raf aranoa  haa  baan 
tranaalttad  to  tha  Unitad  Stataa  War  Dapartaant  for  Ita 
oonaldaratloa.  A  raply  haa  now  bean  reoalTad  atatlng 
that  tha  War  Dapartaant  la  paralttad  by  lav  to  oonoam 
Itaalf  with  tha  aala  to  foralgn  goTamaanta  of  allltary 
aqulpaant  only  ah an  auoh  aqulpnant  la  aurplua  aatarlal 
froa  Ita  ovn  atoraa.  Tha  War  Dapartaant  atat aa  that  at 
tha  praaaat  tlaa  It  haa  no  aurplua  aaroplanaa  or  tanka. 

With  raapaot  to  tha  daalra  of  tha  Ithloplan  QoTam- 
■ant  to  obtain  tha  aarTloaa  of  tvo  aray  off loara  for 
Inat motion  purpoaaa,  tha  Unit ad  Stataa  far  Dapartaant 

atataa 


7  '^ 


/ 
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■tattt  that  ita  of fioara  nay  ba  datallad  for  auoh  parpoaaa 
only  in  purauanca  of  a  apacial  Aot  of  Oongraaa.  A  oopy  of 
tha  lattar  la  tranmlttad  harawith  for  your  Inforaation. 


I  9M,   BXx, 


Tour  ol>adiant  •arrant, 


%;>* 


Tor  tha  Saoretary  of  0tata: 


\ .-'   1 


f- A  r  ■".'''  ■-'  t<- 


iDcIosura: 
Troa  far  Dapartaant, 
Ootobar  36,  1988. 
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Noveralier  14,    1928. 


I  t  < 


} . 


•  I 
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Hon 


Wilbur  J.   Carr, 
Assistant   Secrrtary  of  State, 
Department   of  State, 
Wasnin^ton,   I).   C. 


Attention:       A  -  C/C 


Dear  Mr.   Carr: 


This  is  with  further  reference  to  mj'^  letter  of  October  11, 
1928,  transmitting  the  catalo^^nie  of  an  American  uniform 
facturing  house  to  Consul  Greneral  Southard  in  Addis  Ababa, 
This  was  in  compliance  with  Mr.  Southard's  previous  request 
material  of  this  kind  to  enable  Prince  Regent  ?.as  Ta£ari  to  make 
the  necessary  purchases  for  the  Ethiopian  Army. 

Another  American  firm,  The  Pettibone  Brothers  Uanofacturing  ^^^^ 
Company  of  626  Main  Street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  desires  to  submit     ^i 
their  catalo£;ue  for  the  consideration  of  the  Ethiopian  authorities. 
I,  therefore,  take  pleas-are  in  forv;ardin^  this  catalogue,  in  which 
is  included  some  S£imple  swatches  of  the;^  cloth  they  utilize,  to 
you  for  transmittal  to  Mr.  Southard. 

please  again  assure  Mr,  Southard  that  the  Textile  Division 
of  this  Bureau  v;ill  be  very  glad  to  do  everything  possible  to  facilitate 
the  placing  of  the  final  order  in  behalf  of  an  American  manufacturer^ 

Very  truly  yours, 


'U. 


Inclosure  19527. 


Perry  JV-6tevenson, 
Liaison  Officer. 
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November  12^  1928 
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f* 


The  Honorable, 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

Washington,  T).   C# 


Sir: 


IThen  the  Abyssinian  Mission  was  in  the  United 
States  there  were  several  oonferenoes  held  with  Col* 
U.  E.   Thompson,  Vioe  President,  Auto-*Ordnanoe  Company, 
New  Yorlc  City,  relative  to  furnishing  the  Abyssinian 
Oovemment  with  arms  and  equipment •  I  understand  the 
purchases  were  to  amount  to  about  |1,000,C)00«  This 
fall.  Colonel  Thompson  turned  over  to  me  the  entire 
matter  of  this  contract*  I  will  be  glad  to  furnish 
the  ams  and  equipment  at  prices  similar  to  those 
quoted  the  Mission. 


I  will  appreciate  it  if  the  Department  will 
cable  to  o\ir  Legation  to  ascertain  if  the  Abyssinian 
Government  still  desires  to  purchase  the  arms  and 
equipment*  I  will,  of  course,  be  glad  to  pay  the 
cost  of  transmitting  the  message* 


Respectfully, 


c^ 


i 
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In  reply  rmtvr  to 
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Anto-Ordaanoe  Oorpormtlon, 

SOS  Broadway, 


Mew  Tork  Olty 


Sirs: 


Oaptaln  H.    Q»  Partridga  has  called  at  the  Depart- 
ment at  Tarioua  tlmee  and  has  stated  that  be  la  your 
repreaentatlTe  In  Washington.     He  haa  axpressad  an 
interest  in   the  oz^^ortation  of  arve  and  araninition  to 
▼ariovs  oountries  as  well  as  the  extension  of  loans  to 
and  the  undortakiaft  of  ooostrnotion  work  la  foreign 
ooontries. 

'Xhe  l>epartiasnt  is  pleased  at  all  times  to  assist 
representatires  of  Anerioan  oonoorns  in  Ihsir  effort 
to  ohtala  information  regarding  opportnnities  for  extend' 
ing  imerioan  liusiness  in  foreign  oonntries.      It  desires, 
howsTer,   to  obtain  satisfaotozy  assnraaoea  that  persons 
who  are  giTea  asslstanoe  are  in  faot  authorised  to  repre- 


^ 


s«t 
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••nt  iwerloan  oono^rns.     Zh*  ])epartm«nt  will  th«r«for« 
appr«oiat«  l>«lng  lafom«A  ifh«th«r  Mr.   Partridge  has 
b««n  Authoriiad  to  r«pr«a«nt  your  oorp oration  in 
WaaMngton. 

I  am,    liira. 

Your  obadiant  aarrant, 

For  tha  Saoratary  of  Qtatat 


•If 


JI3    i:a/Jn< 
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Jhlef ,   l^iTiilon  of  Hear  F.ABtern  Affaira. 
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IioTMil)«r   15,    19£8 


Mr.   ahaw: 


The  othar  d^y  I  went  orer  to  the  Departioent  of 
Commeroe  to  asoertain  what  inf oimAtion,   if  any,  was 
available  at  that  Department  regarding  Oaptein  H.    Q. 
Pfu^iAge  who  haa  oalled  at  the  Division  at  various 
times.     I  saw  several  persons  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestio  Goimneroe  who  had  stories  to  tell  regarding 
Partridge.      It  appears  that  when  Partridge  first  oalled 
at  the  Bureau  he  had  represented  himself  as  being  the 


Washington  Agent  of  a  Hew  Yoit.  Engineering  Cooipanjr  and 


s 


1 


e^ressed  a  desire  to  obtain  information  regarding 
oonstruotion  work  in  various  foreign  oountries.     In  the 
oourse  of  his  conversation  with  some  of  the  men  in  the 
Bureau  he  had  obtained  infoxmation  regarding  several  suoh      ^ 


"*^ 


»^ 


to 
to 


undertakings.  After  having  obtained  this  information 

Partridge  inquired  what  oonstruotion  oonqpanies  in  the 

c 
United  states  were  partioularly  interested  in  eaoh  one 

of  the  projeots  whioh  had  been  mentioned  in  the  oonversation. 


■,  •» 


By  prooess  of  elimination  he  had  suooeeded  in  asoertaining 
that  the  Monk  Oompany  was  interested  in  a  projeot  in 
Turkey.  Having  obtained  that  information  Partridge 
telegraphed  to  the  President  of  the  Oompsny  stating  that 
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h%  was   in  azoallont  position  to  obtain  the  oontraot  for 
the   Oompany  tfaoausa  of  his  olosa  oontaot  with  tha 
Turkish  Ambaaaador*     Mr*   Monk  is  sal  A  to  hava  ignorad 
the  talagram  but   on  Sondagr  araning  Mr*   Partrldga  oaUad 
Mr.   Monk  on  the   telaphona  asking  him  to  indicate  what 
he  propoaad  to  do  respaoting  the  pzojaot.     On  Monday 
morning  Mr.  Monk  oama  to  Washington  to  oheok  up  on   tha 
details   of  this  matter.      Ha  oalled  at  the   office  of  his 
repraaentatiTe  in  Washington  and  Mr*  Partridge  was  oalled 
to  the  offioe  and  asked  to  explain  how  he  had  obtained 
information  on  this  aubjeot  and  after  some  hesitation  he 
said   that  the  information  had  been  given  him  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce.     Mr.   Monk  and  his  Washington  repreaentatiye 
than  oalled  at  tha  Bureau  and  requested  an  explanation. 
In  aeyeral  oasaa  Partridge  has  invited  subordinate 
off  ioials   of  the  Bureau  for   luncheons  or  dinners  and  has 
aakad  them  for  information  regarding   loans »   construotion 
projects  or   oOEamercial  opporttmities.     He   is  also  said  to 
have  endeaYorad  to  obtain  information  from  some  of  the 
girls,   stanogre^hers  or   clerks,    in  the  various  divisions. 
In  view  of  the  method  pursued  by  Mr.    Partridge  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestio  Gommeroa  has  beooma  oonvinoed  that 

he 
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he  Is  a  promoter  who  endeavors  to  attaah  himself  to 
any  projeot  or  trade  opportunity  regarding  which  he 
oan  oh tain  any  information  and  in  that  way  endeavors 
to  obtain  a  oommission  from  the  American  concern 
interested. 

In  view  of  the  difficulties  into  which  the  Buresu 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  come  as  a  result 
of  the  activities  of  Mr.  Partridge  and  in  view  of  the 
method  he  is  using  to  obtain  information,  the  Bureau 
has  decided  not  to  furnish  him  with  any  further  infor- 
mation  of  ar^  kind. 

The  Bureau  had  also  endeavored  to  obtain  infonoAtion 
regarding  the  financial  standing  of.  Mr*  Partridge.   In 
this  connection  calls  have  been  made  at  the  Racquet  Club 
where  Mr.  Partridge  lives.   The  Olub  was  very  reluctant 
in  giving  any  information  concerning  him.   In  view  of  this 
fact  the  Bureau  requested  R.  Q.  Dun  Company  to  obtain  a 
financial  report  regarding  him.   The  Dun  Ooispany  found 
that  Partridge  lived  previously  at  2400  16th  St.,  II.W. 
and  that  he  had  left  a  number  of  unpaid  bills  at  that  place. 
The  Racquet  Club  had  indicated,  that  he  was  A  slow  pay.   The 
information  obtained  indicated  that  Partridge  owned  no 
property  in  Washington. 
MB  KcVdvD 


;a/^NB.^fJ.{)w3 


-4^ 


11 
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MODERN  MILITARY  AND  SPORTINQ  AUTOMATIC  FIREARMS 
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AUTOMATIC  PISTOLS 


ULDER  RIFLES 


302    BROADWAY 

NEW  YORK  CITY 
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Secretary  of  State, 

Washington, 

D.   C. 

Dear  Sir: 


^//Ti 


NtE>   November  17^ 
Partridge   Is  not 


\\ 


Z 


>T^' 


%Y- 


A 


With  reference  to  your 
we  beg  to  inform  that  Captain  H*  G. 

nected  with  the  Auto-Ordnance  Corporation  as  to  arrcui 
extension  of  loans  and  the  undertaking  of  construction 
work  In  foreign  countries.   We  have^  however,  arranged 
with  Captain  Partridge  to  demonstrate  our  products  to 
certain  representatives  In  South  America,  namely,  Chile 
and  Bolivia*   We  also  asked  him  to  determine.  If  possible, 
whether  the  United  States  was  going  to  change  its  policy 
in  the  near  future  as  to  the  arms*  embargo  in  China,  in 
which  event  we  desire  to  be  in  a  position  to  do  business 
in  that  country*   We  were  given  to  understand  from  reliable 
authority  that  other  arms  companies  were  making  similar 
arrangements,  and  were  in  possession  of  information  that 
rather  indicated  the  embargo  in  that  territory  was  soon 
to  be  lifted* 

Captain  Partridge  is  not  employed  by  the 
Auto-Ordnance  Corporation,  but  in  case  he  makes  sales  In 
certain  authorized  countries  by  special  permission  from 
us,  he  is  granted  a  commission. 

Hoping  we  have  furnished  the  desired  informa*- 
tion,  and  requesting  an  answer  if  practicable  to  the 
American  intentions  as  to  China,  we  beg  to  remain 

Very  truly  yours,  |_» 

AUTO-ORPNANCE  CORPCF>a;iON  JS 
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Vice  President  &  General  Manager 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 


Division  of  near  Eastern  affairs 


November  2E»  1928 


th  respeot  to  our  desire  to  obtain  information  re^rling 


the  relation  of  Captain  Fartril^e  to  the  Auto-Ordnanoe  Corpora- 


tion, you  will  be  interested  in  the  seoond  paragraph  of  the 
attaohed  letter  in  whioh  the  General  Manager  of  tiif  Corporation  ^^ 
states  tl3a.t  "Captain  Partridge  is  not  employed  by  the  Auto> 
Ordnanoe  Corporation »  but  in  oase  he  makes  sales  in  oertain 


^ 


grant- 


ed a  oommission,'*   The  oountries  speoifioally  mentioned  by 
the  General  Manager  are  Chile,  Bolivia,  and  with  oertain  limit 
tlons  China.   In  the  light  of  the  information  thus  obtained, 


I  think  we  oan  deal  with  Captain  Partridge  without  sending  any 
message  to  Addis  Ababa* 

# 

In  his  letter  of  November  12,  192S,  Captain  Partridge 
asks  the  Department  to  asoertaln  whether  the  Ethiopian  Government 
still  desires  to  purchase  arms  and  equipment.   This  question  the 
Department  Is  In  a  position  to  answer  affirmatively  from  d.e- 
spatohes  we  have  reoently  reoelved  from  Mr*  Southard*   It  ooours  ~g 


to  me,  therefore,  that  If  it  meets  with  your  approval  the  oase 
might  be  handled  somewhat  along  the  following  lines: 

Captain  Partridge  might  be  Informed  orally  that  aoosrding 
to  the  Department's  information  the  Ethiopian  Government  is 
still  interested  in  obtaining  arms  and  equipment  and  that  in 
view  of  the  faot  that  he  merely  requested  information  on  this 

subject 
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DEPARTMENT   OF  STATE 


Division  of  near  eastern  affairs 

* 

-£   - 


I 


subject  the  Department  after  oareful  oonslderation  thought  It 
unneoessary  to  transmit  a  telegram  as  requested  by  him,  because 
it  would  simply  be  an  extra  expense  for  him. 

In  my  opinion  it  might  be  well  not  to  give  Captain  Partridge 
any  of  this  information  in  writing,  as  he  might  use  a  letter 
from  the  Department  in  an  improper  manner.   If  the  aotion  thus 
suggested  is  aooeptable  to  you  I  shall  be  glad  to  tell  Captain 
Partridge  about  it  when  he  oomes  in  the  next  time* 
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Natural  History  (Abyssinia) //f 
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REGARDING:    Importation  of  riflas  to  Abyssinia  from  Or«at 

Britain* 

Copy  of  an  artiola  from  EAST  AFRICA  of  October 
11th,  1928,  a  London  publioation. 
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FH\WCS  AJTD  BRITUH  IK  ABTr>SlHI\. 


A  aoftll  inoi4»a%t  but  OM  whloh  is  bjr  no  iMftAS 
without  Ita  •ff«ot  on  iBtornatioiud  rtXfttiooji,  !• 
r«port«u  from    b^»«l»la«  Mgrs  THC  kead  :^A3T»  addiag 
that  r«««BtIy»  vith  tiM  «p  r*vml«  it  is  vadarstoodf 
of  tho  T'.ritiah  Gav^nHttnty  «  ooosigaasnt  of  ••irtat^ 
rlfl««  jMxthtuf^   in  ^rtkX   Britaim  wit  di»pAt«b«d  to 
Addis  Ababa  to  an  vbyaaimian  affiaiai*   7iui  riflas, 
bovoYar.  bava  baaa  datainad  tt  Djibouti  by  tha  ?ra»ob, 
oatanaibXy  on  tba  ground  tbat  tha;  ought  not  to  bo 
importod  into  ^vbysaiaiaf  and  so  far  9  ao cording  to 
roportt  all  oi'forta  to  obtain  Uio  ranoral  of  tht 
Franoh  ban  hara  faiXa  •   as  an  Abyasialan  a^nt  was 
aatiTaly  aiMgagod  not  Tory  long  ago  in  Tranoa  in 
arranging  a  larga  purobaaa  of  anwy  about  tba  iaporta* 
lion  of  abiob  into  \b]rsainia  no  quostios  was  raiood, 
tbo  inforoaoo  loft  ou  t^io  b/aaiaian  aiad  is  thst  tha 
diffiottltios  U  tbo  way  of  trado  with  avoat  liritain 
aaka  it  SMO  praatioal  to  daal  «itb  ?rauaa«   It  is 
net  susAOstod  tbat  tbo  obotasloa  aro  froK  Paria»  but 
axparianao  poiato  to  a  ooaooption  on  tho  part  of 
Froaob  Colouial  offioisls  tbat  tbo  aaid  taot  of 
patriotism  liaa  ia  afforto  to  tbawrt  tha  intoroats  of 
othor  natioaaiitioo*   If  tho  faoto  in  roaard  to  this 
Abyssinian  iaoidoat  ara  as  statod.  It  would  aaan  as  if 
ths  afforto  of  tho  mris  autboritioa  sooo  tiosi  ago  to 
inouloata  othor  Tiova  aaong  tboir  orsrooas  officials 
had  not  boon  suoooaaful  ia  '''ranoh  "oaaliland* 
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71^     cnozmbl* 


}!•    «cru'ary  of     tatd, 
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mve  thtt  hcnor  t&  rufor  to  lay  DipXosaotit}    ^spAtoh 


:.o«     0  of  ootobor  17tli9  l^i^Of  oonoornliiK  oufttci:^  uuartosiee 
for  a  propoa^d  Kiold  :^»u«ia  ox;>oditiou  in  !^thioplA« 

^«rex^no«i)  mAI}  partiouX&rly    Ado  in  t»a^  dosixitoh  to 
?*rttnoii  obtitruotlon  nt  :>Jit>outi   to  luports  of  other  Xl^n 
:  renoh  orif.ln  or  ;>roflt*       I  ')noio««  )Mr«wlta  oopy  of  a 
brlof  artlols  fro«  ^A/vT  AFI^ICA  of  cotober  11  th,  1938,  a 
London  publioation,  i^hioh  bears  on  the  sttno  topio  of  the 
Djibouti  obatruotionint  i>oll«7«       rihiio  this  partloulax 
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rii\KC5     HI)  BniTAiN  IK  AJ?Y':iMI\. 


A  saiill  inoidentt  ^ut  out  vhloli  is  Uy  no  imaxui 

t^«ftt  x«#«iitla»  v^th  tiM  up  wfml»  It  Is  iyid«r»tood» 

of  th«  iiritlnL  GoT«nBBiat9  ft  ooiviign?n»nt  of  ••▼•Btsr 

rifl«s  ;>ur«ha«*d  in  ar««t  T-rltiilB  ««•  diapaiohtd  to 

Addis  Abate  to  tji  'tqrsslaiAB  •ffltial*      Tho  nfX»«« 

iwmmyfTp  tev«  boon  dttaJLnsd  tt  Djlteuti  Iqr  tb«  rrvaoh, 

oatsnsioXy  oa  tbo  grovad  that  ths.   oueht  not  to  bo 

ioportod  lato  AbjoslidAi  and  oo  far^  aooordlng  to 

roport,  all  of  forts  to  obtaia  tho  ranoval  of  ths 

rrsnsh  ban  hay  failou      as  an  Abysalalan  agaat  ^as 

aotlraly  an^^acsd  not  vsry  Xoii«  acs  in  !muios  la 

aiTsneine  ^  largs  pursfaaso  of  amsg  about  tho  iaporia- 

xion  of  wbioh  lato  \bysslala  no  VMatlsa  was  ralssct, 

tho  laforoaoo  Xsrt  oa  Mm  vbysslalaa  alad  is  that  Urn  i 

diff ioultlM  la  tho  ASjT  of  trado  with  Gvsat  Tritaia 

roaico  it  nsM  pmstioaX  to  doal  «ito  ?x«aoo«       It  is 

not  sttc^Mtod  that  tho  obotaoiss  aro  fr«a    arls^  but 

ozporioaoo  poiato  to  a  ooaooptioa  on  tho  part  of 

?r«aoh  c  Xoalni  offlolaXs  that  ths  aold  tost  of  ' 

patriotifli  lias  la  of fovts  to  thvart  t^iO  Intorasto  of 

othor  natloaAlitios*       If  tho  flasto  in  roeard  to  this 

<bya«iaiaa  iaoidont  aro  aa  statod.  it  would  saaa  as  If 

tha  afforto  of  tho  .arls  authorltlos  sons  tiiat  ai^o  to 

iaouloato  othor  viovs  m:Ma^  tholr  ovorsoas  offioiaXs 

had  not  bOQn  auoooasfuX  in  FIrOBOh    *oaaXlXand«  ] 
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Division  of  near  Eastern  affairs 
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Mr. 


DeeoBbex  1,  1938. 


Last  Monday  Oi^taln  Partridge  oaae  in  to  see  me 
and  I  told  hia  that  after  full  ooneideration  we  decided 


not  to  transait  to  Addle  Ababa  a  telegram  ae  be  bad 
requested  beoadse  we  were  able  to  answer  bis  question 
fully  in  tbe  Departaent.  Oaptain  Partridge  expressed 
biaself  as  satisfied  with  tbis  reply  and  told  ae  tbat 
under  tbe  oircuastanoes  bis  next  p^an  would  be  to  aaki 
arrangeaent  witb  tbe  ooapany  to  send  bia  to  Ethiopia 
to  oonolude  tbe  oontraot. 
On  Wednesday  Oi^tain  Partridge  called  ae  on  the 


telephone  and  told  ae  tbat  be  aight  not  go  at  once  to 
Ithiopia  as  he  has  received  inforaation  tbat  Braxil  was 
in  tbe  aarket  for  aras  and  tbat  it  was  acre  urgent  to 
close  tbe  deal  in  tbat  country.  He  was  of  tbe  opinion 
tbat  perhaps  Ethiopia  would  not  buy  any  aras  until  he 
could  reach  there  froa  Brasil.  S 
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Department  of  Commerce 

MJREAU  OF  FOREIGN  ANO  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 
WASHINGTON 
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CBxxaary  2,   1929. 
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Hon.  Wilbur  J.  ^ftrr. 

APtistant  8#cr6teur7  of  State* 
Dapartaant  of  Stat  a » 
Waahlsi^ont   D*   0* 


Bafaranca:  22. 

Index  BursBu 

BDDEirVBirl 

« 

JAN  3  .1929 


Subject  :  War  Materials  Wantad  by  Oo^^rnrae 


of  Ithlopia. 


Dear  Mr.  Carr: 


/> 


/O 


Thia  la  ia  rafaranoa  to  coononloatlon  of  Uay^  4^  192dff   from 
UTir  Jyldiaon  I.  Southard,  Miniatar  Biaidant  and  Coaaul  Oanaral, 
iddla  i]baba»  Ithlopia*  raquastlng  eataloguaa,  ate.»  coTaring 
oartaia  military  frappliaa.  I  wrota  you  on  thia  aama  aubjact  on 
Octobar  20.   1928yy3 

Ona  of  thiif  f  Irma  to  whloh  thia  raq[aaat  waa  aulgaittad  — 
Winohaatar  Bapaating  Arma  Oaa^anj.   Vaw  BaTaUi  Bonnaotieut  — 
a  tat  ad  that  aufficiant  Infonnation  vcpon.  whioh  to  flgura  a  qoo- 
tatloB  had  not  baaa  glTan.  Wa  au<gaatad«  howarar,  that  daaorip- 
tlra  and  llluatratlTa  natarlal  ha  forwardad  to  tha  Canaul  Oanaral. 

Drisga  Ordnanea  &  Bni^lnaaring  Co«t  Inc.,  19  faat  44th  St.* 
Haw  York  Citj,  according  to  thalr  acknowladgoMnt ,  praaantad  a 
quotation  corarlng  certain  of  tha  raqulramanta* 

1*ha  other  flnu  addraaaad  did  not  reply*  thougli  it  la  poaalble 
of  courae  that  they  aent  literature*  etc.*  direct  to  the  Ctonaul 
General  without  Informing  ua  of  their  action. 
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Tary  truly  your*. 


y"  .7 


Wi  J.  Sterenaon*    <y> 
Cldalaon  Oftlcer. 
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January  7  1939 


TlM  Honorabl* 


Sir: 


With  r«f«raDa«  to  th«  2)«par%a«it ' •  inBtmotioB  v\ 

No.  S7  of  no?  tab  or  U,   l9St  trmnaBlttlag  a  oopy  of  a 


lottor  froB  tho  Ooparteont  of  OOMMrao  vith  its 


onoloauroa  oonooralBg  tho  prloaa  In  tho  Utoltod  statoa 
of  oortalB  Bllltary  oquipaoat,   thoro  la  onoIoaoA  a  oop7 
of  a  lottor  of  Jamaxy  S,   I9S9  froa  Iho  Dopartaont  of 
OoHMroo  rolatlng  to  tho  aaao  anbjoot. 
I  am.   Sir. 

Totir  ohodlant  aorrant, 

for  Iho  Soorotary  of  i^tatot 


V,     K    CASTt.n,  J 


Saoloavot 
Oopy  of  lattor  f  ron 
Dopartaont  of  Oonaoroo, 
AatoA  Jaaiarj  S,   1989. 


S84.  «4/M 


MX  KO/i^TD 


/c? 


<^ 


.  o^-.vv\ 


N 


V:^. 


.1.1  :.. 


■^     t 


1929 


GRAFTON  HOTEL 
WASHINGTON 


February  4,  1929 
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^'. 


■4 


The  Honorable, 
The  Secretary  of  State, 
Department  of  State, 
Washington,  D*  C» 


^ 


Sir: 


Reference  is  hereby  made  to  the  matter  of  selling 
arms  and  amnimition  to  the  Ethiopiflin  Government,  as  out- 
lined in  previous  correspondence  had  with  the  Department 
toward  the  end  of  the  year  1928 • 


Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  send  a  cablegram  to  the 
Head  of  the  iUnerican  Mission  in  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia, 
ascertaining  if  a  representative  should  ixnmediately  be 
sent  to  Ethiopia  who  would  be  able  to  make  contracts  with 
the  Ethiopian  Grovemment  for  all  types  of  arms  and  airanuni- 
tion.  ^ 


I  am  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  arms  can  be 
shipped  across  French  territory. 


Respectfully, 


.^uw^^^sc^c^ 


».<. 


> 
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«0K1  February  4,  1929, 


^i^ 


This  afternoon  Capta^fl^)^q|atgSge  called  and  asked 
wliether  the  Department  would  send  a  telegram  to  the  Imerioan 
Legation  In  Ethiopia  as  he  had  requested  in  his  letter. 
I  told  him  that  I  had  submitted  the  matter  to  you  and  that 
after  full  consideration  of  the  matter  the  proper  authorities  ^ 


in  the  Department  had  deoided  that  it  would  not  be  appropriate 


for  the  Department  to  send  the  message.  I  told  him  that  it   c^cv  z[ 
would  be  perfectly  all  right  for  him  to  send  the  message  I    .'^  x   ' 


direotly  if  he  so  desired  or  he  might  oooununioate  with 


V  § 


(   1 


Mr.  Alfred  Ju^er,  110  Williams  Street,  Kew  York  City,  axk  ^v.a 
request  him  to  forward  the  message.   I  told  Captain  Fartxlid^i"*^ 
that  I  understood  that  Jir*   Juttner  had  assisted  Dr.  IDELrtin 
In  some  matters  when  he  was  in  the  United  States  and,  therefore, 
perhaps  Vr*   Juttner  might  be  willing  to  forward  to  Ethiopia  the 
message  for  Captain  Partridge.   Captain  Partridge  said  that 
Dr.  Miartin  and  his  assooiates  had  failed  in  their  negotiation 
and  therefore  he  did  not  oare  to  be  assoolated  with  then  and 


that  if  he  should  ask  Ur.  Juttner  to  forward  the  message  thfi^ 

latter  would  no  doubt  insist  on  a  part  of  the  oommission^x)  -» 

reoeired  by  Captain  Partridge  if  a  sale  would  be  oonoludj[)l*  c-^ 

Captain  Partridge  said  that  he  regretted  rery  naoh  that  the 

Department  had  taken  this  position. 

I  told  Captain  Partridge  that  if  he  should  desire  to 

take 


! 

! 

\ 


t 
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take  the  matter  np  with  Mr.  Castle  on  his  return  to  the 
Department  I  would  be  ^lal  to  plaoe  the  whole  file  in 
Mr*  Castle's  hands  so  that  he  oould  disouss  the  problem 
fully  with  Captain  Partridge.   Captain  Partridge  said  that 

ft 

he  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  take  up  Mr.  Castle's 
time  with  the  matter,  but  he  was  rery  sorry  that  the  De- 
partment would  not  forward  Me  message* 

I  sugfirest  that  this -4h«iV9'BiBfr  oonversatlon  be  considered 
as  an  answer  to  Captain  Partridge's  letter  of  February  4th 
and  that,  therefore,  no  oommunioatlon  be  sent  to  him  at  this 
time. 


1'' 
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-T,      I  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  / 

^  JaJ^  ,  I  Division  of  near  eastern  affairs         /       ~^ 

rsC.'^  ^  February  4,  192^. 

^    ,  il^Mr.  Shaw: 

Captain  Partrld^  oame  In  to  see  me  at  noon  today  and. 
told  me  briefly  about  his  plans.   He  said  that  he  expeoted 
to  sail  for  Albania  on  February  16th  to  sell  arms  to  the 
OOTemment  for  the  King's  bodyguard  and  for  the  frontier 


^ 


% 


guards.   He  said  that  he  oould  obtain  a  small  order  by  ma^il  .^^ 
but  that  he  was  sure  a  larger  order  oould  be  obtained  if  hp   --):::i  3 
tI sited  the  country* 

Captain  Partridge  also  told  me  that  he  had  telegraphe 


1 


%:> 


I 


to  a  friend  of  his  in  Franoe  asking  him  to  obtain  information  ^   \ 


whether  the  Frenoh  GoTemment  would  grant  a  permit  for  trans- 
shipment of  arms  at  Djibouti.   He  showed  me  a  telegram  whldh 
he  said  he  reoeired  yesterday  from  this  friend  saying  that  the 
Frenoh  Govemisent  woiild  grant  suoh  a  permit.  Now  Captain 
Partridge  asks  that  the  Department  send  a  message  at  his  expense 
to  Southard  asking  him  whether  the  Ethiopian  Goremment  would 
,be  prepared  to  sign  a  oontraot  for  arms  if  he  would  yialt  the 
ooiintry  in  the  near  future.  I  told  Captain  Partridge  that  I 
doubted  Tery  much  whether  the  Department  wculd  be  willing  to   g^ 
send  suoh  a  message,  because  we  had  Just  reoently  obtained   ^  ^ 
the  Infoimatlon  for  him  that  the  Sthiopian  Govemiient  was    k  rr 
still  in  the  market  and  that,  altho\igh  the  Department  did  not   *-' 
impose  any  restrlotions  on  the  exportation  of  arms  to  Ethiopia, 
I  doubted  that  it  woald  take  any  positive  aotlon  respeotlng 

suoh 
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8uoh  a  sale»   Captain  Fartrld^  then  said  that  he  oould  ask 
the  oompany  to  send  us  a  letter  asking  that  suoh  a  telegram 
be  sent  or  he  might  ask  the  Department  of  Commeroe  or  someone 
else.   I  told  him  that  he  was  entirely  at  liberty  to  request 
that  information  through  any  agenoy  he  may  desire  but  that  I 
was  merely  expressing  my  own  views  regarding  what  I  understood 
the  policy  of  the  Department  to  be.   I  told  him  that  I  was 


perfectly  willing  to  submit  the  matter  to  you  suid  through  you 


« 


to  any  offioial  in  the  Department  with  whom  you  m^#^e8ire  to 
disouss  it.   Captain  Partridge  then  said  that  he  nad  received 
a  oard  from  Congressman  Tinkham  to  Mr.  Castle  but  that  he  had 
not  as  yet  used  the  oard  and  he  intimated  that  if  it  would  be 
neoessary  for  him  to  do  so  in  order  to  have  the  Department 
send  the  telegram  i^tioh  he  requested  he  might  do  it.  I  told 
CaptKin  Partrid^  that  as  far  as  I  was  oonoerned  it  was  perfect- 
ly all  right  for  him  to  see  Mr.  Castle  regarding  this  matter^ 
and  said  that  if  he  so  desired  he  could  take  his  letter  along 
and  give  it  directly  to  Mr.  Castle.   Captain  Partridge  then 
said  that  he  was  anxious  to  have  the  telegram  sent  and  intimated 
that  he  would  use  every  effort  to  have  it  sent  through  the  De- 
partment.  I  told  him  that  I  would  submit  the  matter  to  you  for 
consideration. 
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REGARDma:  pianitive  expedition  to  be  lauoohed  againtt  the  Dankalit 

ivhioh  will  be  equipped  with  the  arms  aixi  ammunition  rec- 
ently reoeiTed  from  Italy*  The  Dankalie  have  been  hostile 
towards  the  Italian  road  project  which  passes  through 
their  territory  and  rumors  have  been  current  that  this 
hostility  was  duo  to  Trench  influence* 
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No.  252. 


Tha  Honorabla 


Tha  Saoratary  of  Stat a, 
Washington. 
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Sir: 


CP 


I  hara  tha  honor  to  refer  to  tha  Legation's  No. 


225  of  JUly  10th,  1929,  reporting  that  there  were 
scheduled  to  arrira  in  Djibouti  six  Italian  military 
tanks  for  the  Ithiopian  GoTarnmant. 

The  Legation  is  now  reliably  informed  that  two  of 
these  tanks  hsTa  actually  reached  DJibamti  and  are  an 
route  by  train  to  Dire  Daoua*  kX  tha  latter  plaee 
they  will  be  unloaded  and  an  effort  made  to  run  tham 
by  their  own  power  for  about  40  miles  to  the  place 
where  the  railway  bridge  was  washed  out  aayeral  weeks 
ago  with  consequent  interruption  to  freight  traffic 
between  Addis  Ababa  and  tha  coast*   After  passing  tha 

washout 
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wMbMit  the  tasks  will  b«  r«lMi»4  on  tlis  traia  for  tbo 
Joamoy  to  Addis  ibaba*   WUlo  ailitorx  tasks  aro  aado 


is  Tariofaa  dospatclioa,  vhieh  with  tho  two  tanks  on  routo 
and  ono  alreadj  horo  driTon  bj  tho  ohaottoor  of  tno  Ital- 
ian  Location  will  proparo  his  for  asj  political  distorb- 
aneos  likolj  durisc  tlio  Hfeiskal  soasos  tho  last  wook  in 
Soptoabor.   Maskal  is  tho  Xthiopian  Now  Tear  and  qtiito 
tho  ssst  notable  of  all  tho  sanj  Xthiopian  ansnal  fostiT- 
als*   On  this  oeoasion,  whieh  WKttM   tho  end  of  tho  Juno* 
SoptMsbor  rainy  season  and  tho  annnal  renewal  of  trading 
and  traToUisc  about  the  eosstry,  sany  of  the  proTineial 
eoTomors  and  ohieftaiss  risit  tho  oapital*   They  oeae, 
U       of  eoorso,  with  thoosands  of  soldiers.   The  rosolt  is  a 

oonoentration  in  the  eapital  of  sany  influential  proTin- 
oial  mlors  and  troops*   ROTslntions  asd  related  at* 
toq^ts  acnin^t  the  fOTomsont  hare  nsnally  in  Xthiopian 
history  boon  planned  for  outbreak  at  this  partieular  tiae 

King  Tafari  is  sow  so  well  established  that  it  is 
■est  doubtful  whether  any  approoiable  diaenstration  eould 
bo  Bade  against  him  under  the  present  goTenasntal  orgsa- 
isation.   Aeoording,  howoTor,  to  infematios  eonsidorod 

relUblo 


to  »0T0  oTor  rough  terrain  their  journey  froa  Dire  Daoua 
and  across  tho  washout  on  tho  railway  will  bo  against 
obstaolos  in  tho  way  of  Iwsise  rooks,  gullies,  riTor 
bods,  oto*,  whieh  aay  defeat  then. 

King  Tafari  is  partioularly  eager,  howoror,  to  hare 
these  tanks  in  Addis  Ababa  before  the  end  of  Soptoabor 
and  will  spare  so  effort  to  aceosplish  that.   He  oxpoots 
to  hAT«  litre  his  thrtt  airpluMSp  already  raportad  apon        I 
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r«IUbl«  by  ths  L»«Atloii  His  Miijssty  plans  at  Maalcal 
tlaa  to  annonuea  aoraval  shifts  and  replaoensnts  in 


high  official  oommands  with  a  Tisw  forthor  to  strongth- 
oning  his  own  position*   Hon  who  draw  thoir  infloonoo 
from  tho  party  of  tho  Ispross  or  of  tho  oharoh  will  nn- 
doahtodly  bo  adTorsoly  affoetod  in  saoh  shifts  or  ro- 
plaosBonts  as  tho  King  nay  haTo  dooidod  upon*   Thoy 
will  not  yiold  withsmt  a  stxogtlo  of  snoh  dogroo  as 
eirouBstaneos  nay  ponait.   It  will  bo  woll,  thoroforo, 
for  Tafari  to  bo  in  a  position  to  aako  a  dooidod  show 
of  foroo  should  ho  prooood  with  his  prograa  of  ohangos* 

Thoro  is,  of  ooorso,  no  nsnrpation  of  powor  by 
Tafari  in  aaking  tho  ohangos  saggostod.   Ho  is  alroady 
King  and  HSir  ipparont  to  tho  Throno*   Bat  ho  has  pro- 
forred  oonproaiso  to  foroo  and  has  aooordingly  safforod 
tho  rotontion  in  high  positions  of  many  offioors  whs 
aro  not  loyal  to  him*   Thoso  offioors  aro  aainly  of 
tho  party  of  tho  Bqpross  who  soo  that  sho  is  inolinod 
to  yiold  Boro  and  aero  powor  into  Tafari  *s  hands  with 
eonsoq:aont  onrtailaont  of  thoir  own  powor  and  inoomo* 
Whilo  tho  partios  of  tho  ntpross  and  of  tho  ohnroh  aro 
■oro  or  loss  tho  ssss  thoro  Is  sobs  distinetion  and 
carta  in  of  tho  offioors  whs  Bi^t  bo  roplaood  by  tho 
King  would  hOTO  tho  ohnroh  to  support  thoB  as  oponly 
as  it  darod  but  with  no  paxallol  sapp«rt  fr«i  ths 
party  of  tho  nqpross*   Thoro  aro  also  sobo  offioors 
who  hold  thoir  places  bocanso  Tafari  has  boon  dis- 
inclined to  proTOko  tho  opon  hostility  of  certain 
other  indiTidual  BOBbors  of  the  royal  faBily  who  look 

coTOtously 
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ttaron* 


tbr*ii« 


h«r«dltar7 
aiTidual, 
fsMlly  bat 


■Mobtr  of  th«  liuMdlat*  r^yal 


direct  dtsoent  from  the  feonder  •t  the  Line  ef  Seleaon. 
Theee  Terieue  BeHbers  all  beTe,  of  oooree,  tbeir  little 
foUewinge  of  adherents* 

Tafari  has  prored  to  be  by  far  the  ablest  and  Best 
intelligent  of  the  present  generation  of  prinees  ef  the 
reyal  fsailj  and  that  is  doubtless  why  he  eaae  into 
power  in  1916  and  now  holds  the  titles  ef  Klng»  Begent 
Plenipotentiary^  and  Biir  to  the  Throne  ef  the  Ingress* 
His  proposed  changes  in  the  gOTomaent  hare  not,  there- 
fere,  to  do  particularly  with  the  eliaination  of  actual 
rirals.   There  is  no  other  claiaant  to  the  throne  who 
has  sufficient  strength  or  ability  to  be  taken  seriously. 
By  hsTing  these  disloyal  and  reactionary  officers  high 
in  CMHsand,  howerer,  the  King  has  been  greatly  handi- 
capped in  the  social  and  eoonsmic  refozBS  which  he  re- 
alises  Bust  ccom  about  if  Xthiopia  is  to  lire  as  a 


soToreign  state*   These  officers  also  intrigue  and 
create  petty  annoyances  which  take  from  the  King  tiae 
which  he  wishes  to  derete  to  construct ire  effort*  For 
these  two  aain  reasons  His  Majesty  plans  to  aake  the 


shifts  and  replaceaents  suggested*   Ifaskal  is  the 


tise  when  he  weiuld  instinct iToly  choose  to  aake  then 
and  the  time  when  the  Sthiopian  people  would  expect 


him  to  Bake  thOB* 


i 
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While  no  serloas  distorbaaoes  appear  probable  It 
la  veil  for  the  King  to  be  prepared  and  he  la  aeeord- 
Ingly  taking  atepa  to  that  end* 

I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  ae 


iBDISOV  I.  SO 
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OF  AMERICA 


•^ 


/■>;v--T---Xif'"  September  16tli,    1929. 

0CT14  2iS 


Nl   OF  dlATii.  ! 


1 4 1929 


^ 


'^^^^ 


^4 


'4« DIVISION  Of 
I    KEAffEASTtRN  AfFAIKS 


^ 


■^''^u' 


FOR  DISTRIBUTION  -  C 


^  No.  264. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
•  Washington. 


^^4^ 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation ♦y  No.  252 


%> 


Of  August  29th,  1929,  reporting  the  endeavor  of  King  Taf- 
ari  to  have  arrive  in  Addis  Abaha  before  Maskal  two  o 
the  Italian  military  tanks  which  he  recently  obtainedl 
by  purchase  or  otherwise >  through  Italian  official  ohan- 

i 

nels.  '' 

The  two  tanks  have  now  arrived  and  have  been  paraded 
through  the  streets  of  Addis  Ababa  with  the  intended  and 
suooessful  purpose  of  impressing  the  populace  which  in- 
cludes during  this  festive  season  retainers  of  various  of 
the  more  distant  provincial  rulers  of  Ethiopia  who  have 
in  the  past  been  inclined  to  question  Tafari's  power. 
The  German  and  French  airplanes  previously  reported  upon 

have 
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have  also  been  flovm  over  the  oity  from  time  to  time  for 


the  purpose  of  further  impressing  the  people  with  Taf- 


ari^s  power*   Such  impressions  have  definitely  resulted* 
His  Majesty  will  now  be  in  strong  position  to  effect  any 

important  changes  which  he  may  wish  in  official  circles 


and  for  which  announcement  is  exp 


d  during  the  culrai- 


nation  of  the  Maskal  festivities  the  last  v/eek  of  tiie  cur- 


rent month.  ^ 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  obedient 


ADDISON  E*    SOUTIiARD. 
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AMERICAN   CON 
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"^^       Adia  Ababa .A'byssijala.Jwit  16,1914. 
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Subject 


*  knowledged  (by  card)  ky'-o  ^ 
PURCHASFi  01  GMOH  BT  ?HS 

▲BTSSnUB  aoTXHiissaT . 


The   Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State. 


'^' 


Washington 


Sir 


-f 
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•1 


A. 
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^^■•»^?-* 


I  h&TQ  the  honor  to  notify  the  department  that 
the  Abyssinian  G^ovemiBent  has  recently  purohased  100 
Austrian  oanons  of  the  1661  model, eaoh  weighing  3  l/2 
tons*  The  purchase  price  was  about  tl2C,CCC.OO  although 
the  oanons  are  said  to  "be  worth  only  their  value  in 
scrap  iron. 

^his  sale  was  effected  by  the  Austrian  honorary 
Consul  without  obtaining  the  oonsent  of  the  Ministry, the 
Heir  Apparent, Prince  Lidj  Tassou^the  Emperor  de  faoto, 
having  made  the  contract  under  the  guidance  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs.  It  is  common  talk  that  the 

Consul  was  compelled  to  liberally  rtwmrd  the  aforesaid 
persons  before  the  contract  was  signed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, Sir, 


824. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

^  American  Consul-G© 


nerai^ 


-taa^MMM-tfAL 
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AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 
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Aden,    Arabia,    September   17,    1920. 


/■    t 


Subject:     Arms  and  Ammunition  Desired  by  the  Prince 


f 


Regent    of  Abyssinia. 


-  -.<•■-♦ 


The  Honorable 


•  r 


The  Secretary 


'W-^'^^m 


,•  r  r  T  '  " 


■>.♦ .» 


Washingto 


0£PART«£HT  Of  Sl^^^' 


OCT  14  W20^ 


|\ 


Sir: 


t 


I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies 


of  a  translation  of  a  letter  addressed  to  this  Consulate 
by  Ras  Tafari,  Prince  Regent  of  Abyssinia,  and  Heir 
Apparent  to  the  Throne  of  Ethiopia. 

His  Highness  explained  verbally  to  me  that  he 


-»  -  *   -  s. 
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wished  me  to   request   the  Department    to   assist   him   in   ob- 
taining this   trial   shipnent    of  aims   and  ejnmunition.    It    is 
his   opinion  that    if  the   shipment    is   authorized  he   cm 


t  .    ^  '•*•  1        '    •  ^^    V    « 


**^^^^^ 


obtain  pemiesion  from  the  French  government  for  tha  im- 
portation via  Djibouti,  the  port  of  entrj'  to  Ahyseinia. 
Such  permission  would  be  required  in  accordance  with  the 
Convention  for  the  Control  of  the  Trade  in  Arms  and  Am- 
munition and  Protocol  signed  Septetiber  10,  1919,  by  various 

.  ■  i 
powers,  including  the  United  States  of  America.  The  Ras 

considers  this  convention  an  infringement  of  the  sovereign 


€A 


IC 
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OD 


rights  of  the  free  and  independent  state  of  Abyssinia,' 

Great  Britain,  France,  and  Italy,  are  particular- 
ly  interested,  it  is  understood,  in  supervising  and  res-  /^^'  v^^ 
tricting  the  arms  traffic  into  Abyssinia,  This  seems  to  1ii^  i'^^/ 
A  reasonable  attitude  Inasmuch  as  if  there  were  unrt striated  1*^ 


"<t'A' 


importation  the  lawless  elements  on  the  frontiers  of  the 


territories 
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territories  surrounding  Abyssinia,  and  controlled  T^y  these 
three  powers  would  be  able  to  maJce  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
This  small  order  of  arms  and  ammunition  which  Ras  Tafari 
desires,  however,  is  for  the  equipment  only  of  his  palace 
troops  and  would  be  under  the  direct  and  definite  control 
of  the  central  government  at  Adis  Abeba^ 

His  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  desires  to 
purchase  and  pay  for  these  amu^i  if  pennitted  to  do  so, 
and  if  he  could  be  assisted  in  obtaining  them  by  the 
United  States  government  suoh  assistance  would,  it  is 
believed,  result  in  a  powerful  and  enduring  asset  to 
American  influence  and  prestige  with  the  Abyssinian 
Government.  If  the  Department  considers  that  it  cannot 
offer  the  direct  assistance  desired  the  Prince  Regent 
wishes  me  to  ask  whether  the  government  would  permit  the 
Colt  Patent  Arms  Company,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  to 
make  such  a  shipment  from  New  York  to  Djibouti. 

Also  at  the  request  of  Ras  Tafari  this  Con«- 
sulate  has  addressed  an  inquiry  to  the  Colt  Patent  Arms 
Company,  relr.tive  to  prices,  shipping  weights,  etc., 
which  is  forwarded  through  the  Department  under  separate 
cover  with  the  commercial  letters  from  this  office. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servan 


American  Consul. 


Pile  No.  700. 


If . 
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TRAM  3IATI  OH, 


\ 


'Baa  tafari,  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Threae  tf  Bthiopia 
te 
Henorable  A,   E.  Southard,  Coneul  of  the  U.  S,  A. 

ft 

PKACB  BB  UHTO  YOU. 

^    I  have  heard  that  Aaeriean  rifles  are  superior; 
also  our  mission  when  it  returned  from  America  brought   sooio 
rifles.   When  I  saw  these  rifles  I  greatly  admired  their    * 
superior  mechanlam  and  appearance. 

Because  I  admire  then  will  you  please  ask  the 
manufacturer  if  he  can  delirer  at  Djibouti  to  mj  order,   and 
for  payment  by  me,    six  (Colt)  automatic  machine  rifles 
(Model  1919),   and  six  (Colt)  automatic  machine  guns  (Model 
1919J,    and  two  hundred  amy  rifles.    For  these  guns  I  would 
wish  20,000  rifle  cartridges  and  80,000  machine  gun 
cartridges,   half  to  be  with  steel  nose  and  half  to  be  with 


y 


lead  nose. 


I   shall  be  greatly  pleased  if  you  can  have  these 

1/ 


delivered  at  Djibouti. 

After  I  receive  these  guns  sund  am  pleased  with 
then  I   shall  ask  your  government   to  supply  more. 

But  now  if  you  will  buy  for  me  the  above  mentioned 

/. 
ams  and  ammunition  I    shall  never  forget  your  kindness. 

MAY  YOU  HAVB  OOOD  HBALTH, 


Adis  Abeba, 


YZAR 


X 
y 
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NOV  3  0  1920 
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Addison  S«  3outharit  l^iqulrt, 
Amerloan  Consul, 
Adon»  Arabia* 

Bafartnoo  la  mada  to  your  daapatoh  Ho*  417 .  datad 
SaptMubar  17,  19£0,  on  "Arms  and  Amnnmitlon  Daelrad  by 
tha  Prlnoa  Hegant  of  Abyealnla*** 

^  You  ara  Informed  that  tha  OoTornmant  of  tha  Ukiltad 
Stataa,   by  law  of  ACLy  9,  1918,   la  euthorliad  to  sail 
surplus  arma     and  mnnnltlon  only  to   "foralgn  statos  or 
GovammentB  angagad  In  war  against  any  GoTsrnmant  with  ^ 

nhloh  tha  Unit  ad  State  a  Is  at  war***     Tha  Arms  Traffic 


» 


ConTantlon,  to  whloh  reference  Is  made  In  your  despatch , ''^^   | 


haa  not  reoelyed  tha  required  aanctlon  of  tha  GoTarnmesI 
of  the  Ublted  states  and  therefore  this  OoTernment  Is 
not  In  a  position  to  enforoe  Its  prorlslons  against 
American  flma  desiring  to  export  ansa  and  nunltlona* 
Howerer,  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  auch  ooa- 
modltles  owned  by  the  OoTernment*  tha  prorlalana  of  tha 
ConTentlon  haTe  bean  adopted  aa  a  policy*  while 
thla  GrOTarnmeot  doea  not  enoofuraga  tha  aale  of 
arms  and  munitions  to  any  country.  It  la  not  In  a  poeltl 
to  prarent  the  exportation  of  auch  comBodltlas  at  tha 
present  time  except  to  China,  liezloo,  Austria,  Bulgaria, 
Hungary,  ?ur)a  y  and  that  part  of  Ruasla  which  la  under 

tha  con* 


1 
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th«  control  of  tht  Sovlot  OoTtnuMut.     Thla  oontroX  la 

•xorolstd  ontiroly  apart  from  the  Aras  Traffic  CooTon- 

// 
tlon* 


I  am.   Sir, 


Your  obed.i«it  aorTant, 

For  the  Secretary  of  State: 


^MU  BUR       ^^^^' 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 
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DIVISION  OF  NEAR  EASTERN  AFFAIRS 


1920. 
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HE  sees  no  reason  why  the  attached  request  should  not 
be  granted,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Consul 
Aden  was  recently  authorized  to  facilitate  the  operations  o 
an  American  party  prospecting  for  oil  in  Abyssinia,  and  tha 
a  telsesram  from  the  Consul  General  in  London  (Uo.  9716  of 
July  14,  File  Uo,  664.6363/4)  reported  that  hostile  interesjtB 
might  attempt  to  force  the  Prince  Regent  to  annul  the  conceBsioi^ 
Colonel  Wells  of  the  v'/ar  Plans  Division,  V/ar  Department, —  - 


At- 

i 


L\        '   • 


%    ; 


was  consulted  by  iJE  as  to  whether  the  shipment  desired  could 
be  considered  as  a  contravention  of  the  Arms  Traffic  agreement* 
He  stated  that  the  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  injquestion 
was  very  8L:all ,  for  the  body-guard  of  a  Prince  Kegent,  that 
colt  rifles  and  machine  g  me  are  not  in  use  oy   our  own  army, 
and  that  the  authorization  of  the  War  Department  for  their 
exportation  would  not  in  his  opinion  be  necessary. 

It  will  be  noted  tnat  the  Prince  Kegent  undertakes  to 
obtain  the  French  Government's  consent  to  the  importation  of 
this  material  via  Djibouti. 
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AKERICAH   CONSULATE  GEIHilRArr 


CXMAR  13   1C11 

^  DIVISION  OF 

NEAR  EASTERN  AFFAIR 


V  ^  » 


vAF    Vi:\   A^IS  ABABA,  ABYS3IKIA.  FEBRTTAHY  1,1911. 


^"^urcliase  of  Russiac  Rifles  by, the  Abyssinian 
GoTemment^  Delay  in  Extension  of  Rail-7;ay. 


^  ^A^ 


ABSTRACT: 

Reports  opposition  of  French  GoverniLent  to 
passag^e  of  arms  and  aminimition  through  the 
French  colony  of  Somaliland  owin^'  to  delay 
in  conclusion  of  railway  deal  with  this 
Government,  etc. 


THE  HONORABLE 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 


MAR  20  f9n   ^ 


TASHTKGTOH. 


Sir: 

I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that  some  time  age  tha 
Abyssinian  Gforeminent  made  the  prallniinary  arrangementa 
for  the  purchase,  frorn  European  dealers,  of  53,000  riflea 
with  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  which  had  been  taken 
by  Japan  from  Russia  during  the  Port  Arthur  campaign^  a 
small  deposit  haring  been  made  to  an  agent  here  and  the 
remainder  to  be  paid  after  the  rifles  had  been  repaired 
and  delirered,  at  Jibuti. 

Howeyer, owing  to  the  long  pending  difficulties  bet- 
ween the  Frenoh  and  Abyssinian  GoTermments  oyer  the  settl- 
emert  of  the  proposed  railway  question  between  Dire  Dawa 

and  Adis  Ababa,  the  former  Goyernment  haye  refused  the  pas- 

* 

sage  of  arms  through  the  port  of  Jibuti,  French  Soirialiland, 
until  all  negociations  for  the  extension  of  the  railTray 
hare  been  completed,  without  the  reguler  custoiLB  duty  of 


Franca  10.  on  each  rifle. 


It  is  r.oi7  understood  here 


that  the  sane,  which  hare  not  yet  been  delivered  at  Jibuti, 


will  be  re-purchased  be  the  Ruaaian  Goyerwnent. 


^ 


to 


3 


In  addition 


,  -'k 
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In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  aald  to  be  some 
25,000  rifles  of  different  patterns  at  that  port,  for  ship- 
ment to  this  Government,  which  are  also  held  by  the  Frenoh 
Colonial  authorities. 

As  reported  in  Tr.Philip's  Ho* 56  (Diplomatic)  from 
this  office  on  October  27,1909,  the  plan  entertained  at  th- 
at time  by  the  Abyssinian  Grovemment  was  to  permit  the  French 
Company  to  complete  the  railway  line  to  the  Hiwash  River, 
about  one  half  of  the  distance  between  Dire  Dawa  and  Adis- 
Ababa,  the  remainder  of  the  line  to  be  constructed  by  this 


Government* 


While  the  matter  has  been  the  Bubjeot  of 


much  didoussion  between  the  French  Legation  here  and  the 
Abyssinian  Government,  the  present  officials  will  make  no 
definite  agreement,  although  seemingly  satisfied  with  the 


present  arrangement* 


Tork,  however,  has  sl6wly  pro- 


gressed on  the  grading  from  Dire  Dawa  toward  the  Hiwash  River 
for  a  distance  of  about  125  miles,  this  has  been  abandoned 
during  the  past  three  months  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
fever  in  that  district  and  will  probably  be  resumed  late 
in  this  month* 

I  beg  to  state  that  LC^Hallot,  the  director  of  the  Co- 
mpany, who  has  resided  at  Adis  Ababa  for  the  past  t?^o  years, 
has  recently  left  for  Paris  to  report  on  the  existing  condi- 
tions. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Vice  Consul  General* 
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No.  153 
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Honorable 
The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington* 


I  haye  the  honor  to  refer  to  my  Diplomat  io  Des«- 

patch  No*  63  of  September  14th,  1928,  setting  forth 

the  desire  of  the  Sthioplan  GoTemment  to  purchase 

aeroplane  equipment  through  the  United  States  War 

Department,  and  to  the  Department's  Inst  motion  No*  ^ 

26  of  Norember  5th,  1929,  File  884*24/14,  replying  o) 

a> 

that  suoh  arrangement  could  not  legally  be  made* 
The  Department  may  be  interested  in  knowing 
that  King  Tafari  has  since  been  able  to  make  an 
arrangement  through  the  British  Legation  which,  I 
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an  infozaedy  will  result  in  the  arrlTal  in  Bthiopia 
of  two  Brltisli  planes  within  the  next  few  weeks* 
These  planes  will  he  used  in  a  regular  Xthiopien  of- 


and 


and  southwestern  proTinoes* 


The  planes  will  he  hrought  into  Xthiopia  Tia 
the  Sudan  and  will  he  the  first  STer  to  fly  in  this 
country*   The  Ethiopian  GoTemaant  rery  auah  desired 
that  iser lean  planes  hare  this  honor  hut  as  the  de- 
sired arrangment  oould  not  he  Bade  it  will  go  to 
the  British  with^  presuaahly^  the  pririlege  of  sup- 


plying the  oonsiderahle  additional  equipment  6f  the 
sort  for  whieh  there  will  doubtless  soon  he  a  deaand 
in  Ethiopia.   It  now  appears  that  the  iaeriean  aero- 
plane industry  nay  thus  haTS  lost  an  opportunity  to 
acre  or  less  aonopolite  an  entirely  rirgin  field  for 
its  products* 

IB   a  possible  second  chance  contacts  hsTO  been 


proaptly  arranged  by  the  Legation  for  IntoaotiTO 
Trade  Condssioner  Ralph  J*  Chesbrough>  who  happens 
just  now  to  be  here,  with  Doctor  W*  C«  Martin  and 
other  Ethiopians  with  a  Tiew  to  haTing  hia  endearor 
to  derelop  a  trade  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  la- 
erican  planes  through  coBMrcial  channels*   His 


success  is  not  at  all  certain  as  the  Ethiopians 
feel  that  the  iaerican  Goremaent  should  hare  ai 

owJi.   69  of 


their  request  as  outlined  in  Despatch 


Septealber 
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Septanber  lith,  1928,  and  take  the  refusal  as  laek 
of  Interest  in  the  possible  business.   The  Lega- 
tion has  patiently  and  reiteratirely  explained  to 
them  that  the  iaerican  laws  do  not  permit*   Their 
mentality  is  sueh  that  it  is  difficult  to  make  them 
understand  because,  as  they  say,  the  Suropean  powers 
hare  no  such  laws  and  are  always  eager  to  accomodate 
them  in  matters  of  the  kind* 

Details  as  to  the  make,  power,  price,  etc*, 
etc*,  of  the  new  British  planes  are  not  yet  arail- 
able  to  me  in  sufficiently  accurate  form  to  report, 
but  will  be  tranamitted  later* 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your  obedient  s errant 
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April  •.  Iftf  • 


TlM  AMrlMJi  HiBist«r  ani  Cvasml  a^ntral  »t  A44ia 


Iktikm  htm  r«port«4  thtt  Ui«  09T«nHMBt  •f  Btkiepia  kM 
«9V»«»«4  ft  i«sir«  t«  pmr«li«s«  ••roplanss  1b  Xhm  0mit«4 
8tmt«s.     Tii«  Bth^ppin  •oToniBftiit  is  r#part«4  t«  ¥•  pr«* 
p«r«i  to  pftjT  •*Bk  lA  «4TaD««  for   tkm  plaiMS.     Skftmli  Xhm 
pmnlM»«  ¥•  aaA*  t)i«<  Mtktffpittm  &ov«rBa«Bt  4«iir*«  that 
BklpMBt  b«  iiaA«  Alr««tl7  t«  IQUdBtl,  Fr«aA  aMHlOrai 


vhioh  18  pr««ti«ml  o««»fllonBll7  ¥7  •%—> r»  •p«rmt«A  ¥j 


•n«  or  two  liB«8  mnalBg  to  Indl*  hbA  tko  fftr  Iftot  ¥7 
the  Sboi  CansX* 

Tho  BthiopUn  OoTomaoBt  has  iB«l««to4  th«t  it  will 
mmk.%  tho  Brraag— OBt«  for  lanaiBg   tho  ifcip— t  at  Jlbavtl 
anfl  for  its  •l«aran««  to  Bthiopia.     Tko  AiooriaaB  Ministor 
and  CoBBml  OoBoral  haTo  also  writ tan  that  tha  i«ai ra  %t 
\  ,    '  tha  Bthiapiaa  OaiTonMMit  to  p«x«basa  aaraplaaaa  haa  ¥aaB 

¥ro«gkt  to  tha  attaatiaa  af  tha  imtaaatiTa  Traia  C^aiiaa  iaaar , 
Balph  J.  Chaahrouch,  «ka  haa  ra«aBtl7  TioitaA  lthiopU« 
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flon,  Wilbur  J.  Carr, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Statefui^ 
Department  of  State 
Washington 


}fy  dear  Ur*  Carrs 


Oving  to  the  fact  that  the  Aeronautics  Section  of  the  Trans-   _ 
portation  of  this  Bureau  desires  further  infomatioii  on  the  subject  y 
of  airplanes,  as  discussed  in  Consiilar  Repcrt  No.  504706,  froB      ( 
the  Consulate  at  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia,  I  respectfully  reqijsst  that 
the  following  despatch  be  sent: 

*Inf  oam  ua  tjjrpe  aiKl  uses  of  airplanes  desired  by  Ethiopian 
Govemaent  stop  urgent  «* 


s* 


Very  truly  yours. 


Perry  J. 

Liaison 
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>  PREPAR.NQ  OFFICE  TELEGRAM    SENT  /  ^'  ^^T 

WILL    INDICATE   WHETHER  ij 


Collect 

Charge   Departm^fit 


t\M^ 


PM^  Washington, 


TO  BE  TRANSMITTED 

CONFIDENTIAL  CODE 

NONCONFIDENTIAL  CODE 

PLAIN 


April   16,    1929 


./lis{   February/26^    Ij/zs/ 


JUiLBQ  AT  lOU 

ADDIQ  ABABA. 

Department   of  Commeroe/requeets  Aelegraphlo/lnf  or-  r^ 

ma tl on /as  to/lgrpe/of /aeroplanee/^osired  by/ 

Goveranent /and /usee /Tor  whloh  Ahey  are/intended^  ' 

Staoostrep. 


y 
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684.248/3    •i 
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Ejxciphtrti  hy. 

Sent  hy  operator M,,  .  ,  19 

Index  Bu.— No.  50. 
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TELEGRAM  RECEIVED 


UK 


Index  Bureau 

RBGEIVHO 


APR  2  3  1929 


From 


Dept.  of  State 
Secretary  of  Otr.te, 

Uaohingtcn 


Dated  April  19,    1939 


«d.   9,55  a. a.    33 


W4 


14,   .drills,   5p...  ^^c/:.Vf 

Referring  t»  Dcpartnent*  c  tologrcLi  i\pril  15,/o|p.i::.\^ 


The  gcvcrnincnt  of  Ethiopia  has  arrcmged  definitely  w 

ich  and  Geman  oourccc  for  its  depicted  aeroplane  rcqui\o- 

mcnts.       Spooificationo  have  not  been  published. 
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Addis  Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 


March  29th,  1939. 
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No.    172. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 


Sir: 


STRICTLY  COKnublii;^: 


I 


I  hav,e  the  honor  to  refer  to  Diplomatic  Despatch 
No.  153  of  Feblniary  26th,  1929,  from  this  office,  re- 
porting  the  ordering  by  the  Ethiopian  CJovernment  of  two  -^ 


British  a^oplanes. 

The  authoritative  source  from  which  this  info 


r^. 


tion  was  obtained  now  indicates  to  the  Legation  that  • 


f. 


there  is  some  hitch  in  the  matter  of  payment  for  these 
aeroplanes  and  that  one  or  more  German  planes  will  pro- 
bably arrive  first  in  Ethiopia, 

According  to  information  believed  reliable  a  German 
Junkers  plane  is  being  brought  to  Addis  Ababa  by  Major 

Hans 
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Hans  Steffen  of  the  Berlin  firm  of  Steffen  and  Heymann 
as  a  present  for  King  Tafari  to  further  negotiations 
which  the  firm  has  tried  to  initiate  leading  to  parti- 
oipation  in  the  Tsana  Dam  construction  and  to  other 


related  projects 


or  Steffen  is  mentioned  in  var- 


ious previous  despatohea  from  this  office  of /which  one 
in  particular  was  no»  99  of  November  16 tn  cLealing  in 
peirt  with  the  Tsana  Dam  situation* 

In  the  opinion  of  this  Legation  considerable  dif- 
ficulty may'  be  found  in  entering  these  German  planes 
as  they  presumably  must  come  via  Djibouti.   The  French 
have  long  hoped  to  sell  the  Ethiopians  their  first  aero- 


planes and  they  will  not  look  with  equanimity  on  this 


•  E 


reported  German  enterprise.  I  Furthermore,  the  rela- 
tions between  the  French  and  the  Ethiopians  are  at  pre- 
sent not  very  cordial  and  the  former  can  and  possibly 
will  use  their  control  over  Ethiopian  Imports  at  Dji- 
bouti either  to  delay  or  definitely  obstruct  the  pro- 
posed transit  of  aeroplanes. 

The  British  aeroplanes  were  planned  to  be  delivered 
under  their  own  power  from  the  frontier  of  the  Sudan  in- 
to Ethiopia. 

Whatever  happens  the  interesting  phase  of  the  situa- 
tion  is  that  the  Ethiopian  Government  (King  Tafari)  has 
made  up  its  mind  to  lift  the  prohibition  which  to  date 
has  given  this  country  the  unique  position  of  having 
never  had  an  aeroplane  operated  within  its  boundaries. 
The  prohibition  has  arisen  mainly  from  the  superstition 

and 
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and  conservatism  of  the  elder  royalty  and  leaders,  head- 
ed by  the  Smpress,  and  while  their  opposition  apparently 
still  exists  King  Tafari  seems  to  have  decided  that  he 
can  either  overcome  or  ignore  it, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servcmt, 
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pi^Rl^N  CONSULATE  GENERAL. 

'■•.,\-S ^iAdfls  Ababa,  Ethiopia, 


-y^ 


'v{ 


> 


C^  4  -   vv 


April  19th,  1929. 


tl;^ilhand  German  Airplanes  Being  Supplied  the 
opians  —  Local  Firm  Might  Buy  inerioan 


hinee* 
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A  7\JijQ^   ^  hare   the  honor  hereby  to  confirm  my  telegram  ^of 
this  date  reporting,  in  response  to  Departmental  tele- 
graphic instruction,  that  the  Ethiopian  GoTernment  had 
definitely  arranged  for  its  present  airplane  require- 
ments from  British  and  German  sources* 

King  Tafari  had  originally  made  up  his  mind  to  buy 
American  airplanes  but  he  wanted  them  proTided  through 
ikmerican  official  agencies*   When  he  indicates  to  any 
local  Legation  his  desire  to  haye  purchases  made  ihrough 

t 

agencies  of  the  national  government  concerned  there  is 
usually  nerer  any  hesitation  about  compliance*  His^^ 
Majesty  probably  thou^t  he  would  find  the  same  faciJj- 
ities  in  the  United  States.  This  office  explained 
patiently  and  tactfully  that  our  War  Department  prob 
ably  could  not  legally  act  as  his  purchasing  agent* 
His  Majesty  insisted,  howerer,  and  Legation  Despatch 
No*  63  of  Sejptember  Ifth,  1928,  was  written*  There 
was  nothing  else  to  do.  One  does  not  usually  argue 
with  a  King  and  particularly  with  one  of  the  Oriental 
potentate  type  who  is  accustomed  to  haring  his  way  eind 
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who,  it  happens,  Is  deferred  to  by  all  other  national  In- 
terests  aiming  to  partioipate  in  the  deyelopoent  of  the 
oountry  concerned* 

After  learning  (Departmant*s  Distraction  Ko*  26  of 
NoreiBber  5,  1926,  File  No*  884*24/14  to  this  office)  that 
he  couldn*t  hare  his  way  in  purchasing  Daerican  airplanes 
through  Anerican  official  channels  the  King  entered  into 
negotiations  with  the  British  and  Oeman  Legations  and 
tained  prompt  action*   Two  British  airplanes  were  ar~ 
ed  for  through  the  British  Legation  hut  delirery  has 
ot  yet  taken  place  owing  to  some  hitch  in  the  matter  of 
ayment*   Through  the  Oeiman  Legation  two  Jankers  planes 
were  arranged  for,  one  of  which  is  understood  now  to  be 
at  Djibouti  as  referred  to  in  our  Diplomatic  Despatch  Ko* 

15th,  3*29* 


182  of  AprU 


It  is  understood  by  this  of- 


fice that  all  four  planes  are  small  and  of  a  type  suited 
to  use  for  military  reconnaisance  and  for  carrying  mail 
and  messengers  from  Addis  Ababa  to  remote  proTincial 
points  not  yet  reached  by  highway*   Actual  specifications 
are  not  known  to  the  Xthiopians,  and  hare  been  kept  con- 
fidential and  are  not  yet  arailable  in  the  Legations  con- 


cerned • 


is  unlikely  that  the  Ithiopian  QoTemment  will 
require  any  additional  planes  for  some  time  to  come* 
There  is,  howeTer»  a  local  merchant  firm  toying  with  the 
idea  of  purchasing  two  or  four  small  planes  for  use  in 
carrying  mail  and  an  occasional  passenger  between  Addis 
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Ababa  and  the  port  of  Djibouti*   This  firm,  a  British 
Indian  one  of  naoh  capital  and  oonsarTatisn,  can  taka 
no  definite  aotion  until  the  arriral  of  the  planes  ar- 
ranged for  by  the  Ethiopian  QoTemment  as  the  latter 
has  not  yet  decided  whether  it  will  giro  permission  for 
priTate  or  oommeroial  airplane  operation*   To  date  no 
airplane  has  oTor  made  a  flight  in  Ethiopia  because  of 
prohibition  bj  the  Ethiopian  GoTernBent,   Lately  King 
Tafari  has  decided  to  have  airplanes  but  until  one  ac- 
tually enters  the  country  and  operates  there  is  no  cer- 
tainty that  the  GoTemment  as  a  vhole  will  raise  the 
prohibition  still  existing* 


The  British  Indian  fim  aboTe  mentioned,  known  as 


0*  U* 


edally  and  Co*,  Addis  Ibaba,  Ethiopia,  might 


be  proTided  with  prices  and  other  data  (in  English)  by 
imerican  firms  interested*   It  is  possible,  howcTer, 
that  a  trade  opportunity  on  this  same  subject  has  al- 


ready reached  the  Department  of  Conwrce  from  into- 
motire  Trade  Commissioner  Ralph  J*  Chesbrough  for  whom 
contact  with  Hbhamedally  was  established  for  the  puir- 
pose  by  this  office  at  the  time  of  Hr*  Chesbrcogh's 
recent  risit  here*   There  was  submitted  under  date  of 
Ifay  4th,  1928  a  World  Trade  Directory  Report  on  Mohamed- 

ally. 

This  office  keeps  in  close  touch  with  liohamedally, 
as  it  does  with  all  other  ooHiercial  firms  of  standing 
in  Ethiopia,  and  will,  of  course,  press  the  matter  of 

American 
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Dnerlean  airplanes  if  and  whan  tha  Ethiopian  GoTernoent 
Is  disposed  to  glre  permission  for  prlrate  business  In 
air  transportation*   Nothing  can  be  done  In  the  way  of 
definite  comniltinents  by  HohsBedally  until  such  permis- 


sion Is  glren 


imerloan  firm 


specifications  and  prices  (In  French  as  the  King  doesn't 
Imow  Ingllsh)  for  a  pair  of  small  aeroplanes  suitable 
for  the  purposes  already  Indicated,  the  undersigned  will 
be  able  to  place  them  personally  In  the  hands  of  the 
King  with  suitable  oral  conmendatlon.   Prices  should 
be  c»l*f*  Djibouti,  French  Sonallland* 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Tour  obedient  s errant, 


IDDISOH  £•  S01 
Minister  and  Consul  Qeneral 
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AMERICAN  CONSULATE  GENERAL, 

dis  Ababa,  Ethiopia. 


May  1st,   1929. 


n  Airplane  Intended  for 


op la  Is  Held  in 


sf  ^ 


Djibouti. 


DlSTRIBlilJ^OW 
HONORABLE 
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The  Secretary  of  state; 
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have  the  honor  to  re 


7/  /    o 


77/  of  April  19th,  1929,  from  this  office,  and  to  report 
that  I  have  learned  from  my  oollea^e  the  German  Minister 
In  Addis  Ababa  that  the  Junkers  airplane  mentioned  in  the 
aboTe  indicated  Consular  Despatch  has,  by  order  of  the 


4 


Governor  of  the  French  Somalilemd  colony,  not  been  per-   ^ 


mltted  to  leave  Djibouti. 

The  German  Legation  here  has  now  caused  the  mattei^ 
to  be  appealed  to  the  central  government  at  Paris* 

The  reason  for  the  action  of  the  French  Somaliland 
govemnent  is  not  known  but  there  Is  suspicion  that  it 
is  evidence  of  the  pique  felt  by  the  French  who,  notwith- 
standing several  previous  attempts,  have  not  succeeded 
in  having  one  of  their  own  machines  the  first  to  enter 
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There  is,  of  course,  the 
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prohibition  which  the  French  exercise  over  the  Introduo- 

•J 

tion  Into  Ethiopia  by  way  of  Djibouti  of  military  sup- 
plies and  equipment*   However,  the  airplane  In  question 
is  not  a  military  one  and  could  hardly  be  if,  as  is  under- 


stood. 
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stood,  the  Germans  are  not  permitted  at  this  time  to  manu- 
facture planes  of  that  type. 

This  action  of  the  Somaliland  government ,  if  sustained 
at  Paris,  may  cause  the  Ethiopians  either  to  rush  the  pur- 
chase of  French  machines  or  to  complete  the  already  pending 
purchase  of  British  planes  to  enter  from  the  Sudan,  Sither 
way  it  is  evident  that  the  Ethiopians  are  not  finding  as 
easy  as  they  anticipated  the  introduction  of  airplanes, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your  obedi 


ADDISON  E.  sour: 

Minister  and  Consul  General 
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The  Honorable 


K■^^ 


The  Secretary  of  State, 


Washington. 


Sir: 


^(^.  ?^/V^ 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  Diplomatic  Despatch  No. 


172  of  March  29th,  1929,  to  Consular  Despatch  No*^  78  of 

.   / 
May  1st,  1929,  and  to  various  related  reports  from  this 

office  specifically  conmient ing  on  the  airplanes  being 
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brought  to  Ethiopia  by  the  German  Major  Hans  Steffen,  an^ 


rn 


generally  commenting  on  other  possible  importations  of 
such  equipment . 

Some  very  interesting  developments  have  recently 
come  about  in  connection  with  the  desire  of  the  Ethiop- 
ian Grovemment  to  import  airplanes  for  civil  use*   One 

of  the  Steffen  planes  above  mentioned^  which  is  a  Junkers 

W-35 , 
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W-35,  arrived  in  Djibouti  some  weeks  ago*   Major  Staff en 
applied  for  transit  permit  and  was  refused  by  the  French 
Somaliland  Government.   Appeal  was  taken  to  Paris  from 
which  has  lately  come  the  quite  unexpected  affirmation  of 
the  decision  of  the  Somaliland  authorities.  * 

King  Tafari,  who  is  much  interested  in  getting  the 
plane  into  Ethiopia,  has  called  the  French  Minister  to 
give  eiplsoiation  of  what  His  Majesty  considers  quite  un- 
justified action  on  the  peurt  of  the  French  Government. 
My  French  colleague  has  informed  His  Majesty  that  all 
airplanes  are  considered  war  material  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment which  must,  as  a  matter  of  obligation  to  the 
British  ajid  Italian  Governments,  refuse  to  permit  such 
equipment  to  pass  through  Djibouti  to  Ethiopia  Just  as 


guns 


The 


French  Minister  is  understood  to  have  indicated  to  the 
King  his  lack  of  sympathy  with  such  stand  as  applied  to 
airplanes  for  civil  or  commercial  use  and  to  have  stated 
that  he  would  cable  to  Paris  a  strong  recommendation  to 
that  effect.   My  French  colleague  is  further  understood 
to  have  intimated  to  the  King  that  the  French  Government 
would  not,  of  course,  take  such  arbitrary  action  on  its 
own  initiative  but  that  it  had  probably  been  persuaded 
by  pressure  from  Britain  and  Italy,  and  particularly  by 

the  latter. 

There  is  considerable  irritation  on  the  part  of  King 
Tafari  and  of  the  Germans  that  there  had  been  no  previous 
intimation  of  the  French  action.   The  desire  and  inten- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  Ethiopian  Grovernment  to  purchase  airplanes 
have  been  publicly  known  for  many  weeks  but  there  has 
been  no  suggestion  from  the  local  British,  French  or 
ItGLlian  Legations  that  any  obstacles  would  be  placed  In 
the  way  of  the  importations.   The  Gennans  were  permit- 
ted actually  to  bring  their  goods  to  Djibouti  and  they, 
as  well  as  the  Ethiopians,  have  gone  ahead  incurring 
expenses  which  will  represent  a  loss  should  the  lately 
announced  prohibition  of  importation  stand.   There  is 
undoubtedly  an  under  current  in  the  situation  which  has 
developed  only  during  the  last  two  or  three  weeks  as 
both  the  British  and  the  JYench  also  originally  accept- 
ed orders  from  the  Ethiopians  for  airplanes.   The  Ital- 
ians  are  not  known  to  have  participated  in  the  contest 
for  the  business  and  they  are  suspected  of  having  in- 
stigated the  present  situation  as  result  of  more  or  less 
of  an  after  thought  made  effective  by  suddenly  pressing 
the  British  and  French  to  further  recognition  of  the 
need  for  the  frequently  concerted  action  which  the  three 
powers  have  followed  in  the  control  of,  or  interference 
with,  Ethiopian  development. 

From  another  source  often  found  reliable  the  Lega- 
tion is  informed  that  the  refusal  of  the  French  to  per- 
mit the  importation  of  airplanes  through  Djibouti  to 
Ethiopia  is  inspired  by  an  understanding  which  they 


^v,  A  /  U  have  with  the  British  and  Italians  to  force  King  Tafari 

to  a  sort  of  "arms  conference"  in  Paris  at  which  his 
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claims  for  the  right  to  import  certain  war  materials 

will 
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will  be  considered.   The  three  governments  concerned 
have  long  criticized  and  pressed  the  Ethiopians  to  estab- 
lish strict  control  along  the  frontiers  which  follow 
those  of  the  British,  French  and  Italian  colonies.  King 
Tafari  has,  naturedly,  indicated  that  to  do  this  he  must 
be  permitted  to  import  the  equipment  necessary  for  the 
efficiency  of  his  military  police.   The  three  govern- 
ments cannot  help  but  see  the  Justice  and  reason  of  the 
King's  representations  and  have  apparently  decided  on  a 
gesture  to  meet  them  without  entirely  relinquishing  the 
strict  control  Just  now  exercised  over  his  ability  to 
obtain  military  supplies.   The  Legation  understands 
that  they  propose,  at  the  conference  suggested,  to  ask 
the  King  to  state  his  needs  upon  the  basis  of  which  they 
will  grant  permits  for  specified  quantities*   Having 
permitted  such  specific  importations  they  will  again 
close  the  doors,  leaving  the  Ethiopian  Government  in 
very  much  the  same  position  as  before. 

King  Tafari  has  to  date  refused  to  send  delegates 
to  such  conference  for  the  two  main  reasons  that  (1) 
the  sovereign  state  of  Ethiopia  cannot  with  dignity 
formally  admit  such  control  by  the  three  powers  eind 
that  (2)  by  accepting  from  them  a  permit  for  specified 
and  individual  importations  there  would  thus  be  estab- 
lished a  precedent  blocking  His  Majesty's  contention 
and  ambition  that  Ethiopia  should  be  free  to  import  at 
any  and  all  times  all  materials  of  any  sort  required. 
There  also  enters  into  his  mind,  of  course,  the  eternal 

suspicion 


\\ 


«%      -  • 


.  »«*»' 


h: 


I  • 


-  5  - 


I 


X 


suspicion  and  distrust  of  the  intentions  of  the  three 
powers.   Incidentally  he  suspects  that  should  a  permit 
for  military  importations  be  obtained  under  such  undig- 
nified circumstances  he  would  probably  have  to  meet  a 
condition  of  buying  British,  French  or  Italian  supplies. 
He  at  this  time  favors  American  or  German  equipment  and 
wishes  to  be  free  to  make  purchases  and  Importations 
accordingly. 

Returning  again  to  the  specific  subject  of  air- 
planes this  Legation  is  convinced  that  King  Tafari  real- 
ly wishes  to  develop  civil  and  commercial  aviation  in 
Ethiopia  as  another  step  in  the  economic  and  social 
progress  which  is  his  high  ambition.   His  Majesty  also 
wishes  planes  for  developing  a  corresponding  branch  of 
his  military  forces.   The  British,  French  and  Italians 
might  reasonably,  although  without  apparent  legeJ.it y  of 
basis  in  international  practice  or  courtesy,  wish  to 
prevent  importation  of  military  planes.   However,  this 
incident  of  the  prohibition  of  the  German  plane  at  Dji- 
bouti indicates  rather  definitely  the  intantion  of  the 
three  powers  to  class  all  planes  as  military  material. 

Such  intention,  if  permitted  to  become  effective, 
will  directly  hamper  the  development  of  the  sale  of  Am- 

/r 

erican  planes  (see  Consular  Despatch  No,  77/of  April 
19th,  1929)  in  Ethiopia  and  may  conceivably  obstruct 
the  development  of  other  American  business.   It  seems 

probable  that  if  the  Lake  Tsana  concession  is  obtained 

for 
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for  the  V/hite  Engineering  Corporation  that  organization 
will  require  planes  for  survey  of  the  difficult  proposed 
\\   road  from  Addis  Ababa  to  Lake  Tsana,  emd  for  necessary 
exploration  of  the  comparatively  inaccessible  lake  area 
in  which  there  are  at  present  no  roads.   This  may  be  a 
development  of  the  immediate  future*   Would  there  not 
then  arise  for  consideration  the  extent  to  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  would  go  in  opposing 
the  British-French-Italian  restriction  of  the  introduc- 
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'  tion  of  airplanes  into  Ethiopia?   The  situation  ap- 
pears to  have  potentialities  of  more  than  passing  in- 
terest, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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Carboa  Cop 
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Ethiopia. 


Jane  14th,  1929. 
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No.  206. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


I  hare  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation's  No. 


199,  of  May  29th,  1929,  on  the  subject  of  the  detention 
at  Djibouti  of  a  German  airplane  Intended  for  the  Eth- 
iopian GoTernioent,  and  In  which  are  glTen  oonmients  on 
the  alleged  Anglo-French- Italian  Intention  to  force  the 
Ethiopians  to  an  arms  conference  In  Paurls. 

Reliable  Information  has  Just  come  to  the  Legation 
that  three  French  airplanes,  also  destined  for  Ethiopia, 


have  now  airrlTed  at  Djibouti  and  Aire  held  there  und 
the  same  conditions  and  for  the  same  reasons  as  app 
to  the  detention  of  the  Geman  Junkers  W-35.   The 
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French  authorities  at  Djibouti  oould  not,  of  coarse, 
consistently  do  otherwise.   There  Is,  howeyer,  strong 
suspicion  locally  that  detention  of  the  Trench  planes 
Is  merely  for  such  effect,  and  that  there  will  later 
be  found  a  way  to  release  them  for  dellTery  In  Ethiop- 
ia*  Development  will  be  observed  with  Interest  by  the 
Legation,  and  report  made  accordingly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Tour  obedient  s 
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UNITED  .STATES  OF  AMERICA 


Addis  Ababa, 
Bthlopla. 


Jtrne  S4tli,   1929 
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The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  Sta 
Washington* 
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I  hare  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation's  Noi  1206 
of  June  14th,  1929,  on  the  sabjeot  of  the  detention  at 
Djibouti  of  three  French  airplanes  and  of  one  Geman  air- 
plane intended  for  delirery  in  Sthiopia. 

Despatch  No.  206  suggests  that  the  planes  are  being 
held  in  Djibouti  to  force  the  Ethiopians  to  a  ooi^erence 
planned  by  Britain,  Trance  and  Italy  to  take  place  in 
Paris  to  consider  the  granting  to  the  Ethiopian  Ooyem- 
ment  of  limited  permits  for  the  importation  of  arms  and 
munitions*   Two  of  my  colleagues  in  the  local  Diplomat- 
ic Corps  inform  me  that  King  Tafari  has  now  consented  to 

send 
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send  a  delegate  to  the  Paris  oonferenoe  In  qaestlon  if 
the  French  GoTemaent  will  at  onoe  release  the  planes 
detained  at  Djibouti. 

The  Legation  farther  understands  that  King  Tafari 
has  been  informed  that  he  nast  first  appoint  the  dele- 
gate  and  start  him  off  to  Paris  before  the  planes  will 
be  released.  The  King  has  been  adrised  that  the  oon- 
ferenoe will  now  be  soheduled  to  ooour  next  nonth  (July) 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  s 
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July  E6th,    1929. 
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No,    231. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State 
Washington. 


Of  titaie 

COT  28  1929 

MH.  WJbiTB 
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Sir: 


21S  of 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation* 
'June  24th,  2^29, 
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King  Tafari  to  an  eirms  conference  in  Paris  with  f^-  o 
presentatives  of  the  British,  French  and  Italian  Gov- 
ernments as  conditional  to  the  release  of  certain 
French  and  German  civil  airplanes  now  held  at  Dji- 
bouti. 

There  have  been  further  conferences  on  the  sub- 
ject and  two  of  my  colleagues  now  inform  me  confiden- 
tially that  the  arms  conference  has  been  definitely 
set  to  occur  on  September  20th,  1929,  or  not  later 

than 


f 
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than  that,  in  Paris.   King  Tafari  has  designated  as 
his  principal  representative  at  the  conference  the  pre- 
sent Ethiopian  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary in  Paris. 

The  airplanes  for  the  Ethiopians  are  still  held 
in  Djibouti  but  my  French  colleague  states  that  he  ex- 
pects the  issuance  now  at  any  time  of  instructions 
from  Paris  for  their  release • 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your  obe 


ADDISON  E.  SOUT 
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Th«  ooiiT«ntlon  for  tht  Superrition  of  the  International 
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Trad*  in  Arm*  and  Amnranitlon,   s^gnad  at  Oanava,   Jim«  17, 


19 S5,  not  yat  ratified,  paroite  tha   importation  or  axpoorte-    ^  ;r 
tion  of  airorafts,  aasamblad  or  diamantlad,  and  aircraft  ^    ;: 

engines   (Category  IV)   under  the  conditions  that: 

1,   information  regarding  the  sale  he  puhliehed  with^z 

aix  months  after  the  close  of  the   quarter  during 
which  the  sale  was  made   (art.    9); 
£•  guarantees  be  giTen  that   in  the  transhipment  of 
arms  and  ammunition  OTer  territories  of  another 
State,   tha  tre^nsportatlon  to  the  destination  is 

assured   (art.   16);   and 
3.   in   the  case  of  Ithiopla  effect iTe  supervlsiea  he 
maintained  over  the  Importation,  exportation  and 
transit  of  these  materials  and  Ithiopla  has  agreed 
to  maintain  the  superrlslon  (art.   £8). 

The  British  &0Temm«it  is  understood  to  have  expressed 
the  view  in  19£0  that  if  the  aeroplanes  were  not  fitted  or 
supplied  with  guns  or  homhs,  homhing  apparatus  or  ammuni- 
tion they  were  free  from  the  restrictions   Imposed  hy  the 

ConTentlon 
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Con7«ntlon  of  Saint  Otrmaln,   •Tan  if  they  wer«  Intendad  for 
obearTation  nsa  in  war  tina. 

Tha  ganaral  policy  of  tha  British  Gofamment  toward  tha 
importation  of  arms  into  Ethiopia  was  statad  by  Sir  A* 
Chamherlain  in  an  intorpallation  in  tha  British  Parliamant 


on  April  4,   1928  as  folio 


• 
a 


"His  Majasty*s  QoTemmont  hava  snhsorihad  to 
tha  Brussals  Aot  of  1890,   of  whioh  Articlas  8  to  14  ara 
spaoially  ralavant  to  tha    suhjaot-mattar  of  this  qnastion 
Thay  haTa  signad,  with  Pranca  and  Italy,  tha  tripartita 
Agraoment  of  1906  rai&pacting  tha  importation  of  arms 
and  munitions    into  Abyssinia,   and  tha  ConTantion  of 
Saint  Garmain  of  1919.     Tha  last-namad  navar  attained 
full  foroa,  but  in  1920  Balgium,  ?ranoa,  Graat  Britain, 
Italy  and  Japan  agread  among  thamsal^as   that  tha 
protocol  attached  to  tha  ConTention  should  ba  ragardad 
by  tham  as  applying  only  to  thosa  provisions  of  tha 
Convantion  which  oonoarnad  tha  prohibited  areas  speci- 
fied in  Article  6.     Abyssinia  being  one  of  the  prohibited 

areas,   in  the  view  of  His  Majesty's  ftoTemnoent  that 
Convention  and  Protocol  ha ye   since  been  applicable  to 
that  country.     This  was,  in  effect,  recognised  by 

Abyssinia  herself  on  her  admission  to    the  League   of 

fiat  ions 
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Vatlona     in  1922,  irtien  8h«  undertook  to  act  in  oon- 
formity  with  the  principlss  enunoiated  in  the  Saint 
Oermain  Convention,  and,    in  particular,  with  the 
proTiBions   of  Article  6  of  that  ConTention* 

"While  they  have   on  their  part  discharged  all 

0 

the  obligations  incuinbent  on  them.  His  Majesty's 
GoTernmant  are  not  satisfied  that  the  terios   of  the 

ConTention  of  1919  have  been  carried  out  by  all  the 
other  parties  •     They  have,   therefore,   suggested  to   the 
OoTemments   of  Abyssinia,   France  and  Italy  that,  as  the 
present  regime  has  not  worked  smoothly,   it  might  be 
adTantageous  to  all  four  to  anticipate  the  general 
coming  into  force  of  the  Geneva  ConTention  of  1925, 
and  to  apply  its  provisions   to  Abyssinia,  subject  to 
the  concurrence  of  the  other  signatories  and  of  the 
League  of  nations*     The  GovemmentB  of  ?rance  and 
Italy  have  agreed  to  be  represented  at  a  joint  Con- 
ference of  the  four  Powers   to  consider  whether  an 
how  this   object  can  be  attained;      the  Abyssinian  Govern- 
ment have  not  yet  given  a  final  reply,  but  they  still 
have  the  matter  under  oonsideration." 
?rom  the  statement  of  the  Briti  sh  Minister  of  foreign 

Affairs  quoted  above  it  would  appear  to  be  the  view  of  the 

British 
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DEPARTMENT  OF   STATE 


DIVISION  OF  NEAR  EASTERN  AFFAIRS 


British  GoTamment  that   in  th«   future  a  fixed  zmid)er  of 
arms  ehonld  be  admitted  annually  into  Abyssinia,   the   quota 
for  eaoh  year  being  fixed  after  oareftil  consideration  of 
the  looal  oiroumstanoes* 


£•  Carlson 
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Th«  Honorable 


AMiaoB  E.  Southard, 

Aaariean  MlBlstar  B«eid«Dt  and 

Conanl  0«n«ral, 
Add is  Aba^a. 


Sir: 


9ha  Department  rafars  to  yonr  daepatoh  lo.  199 
of  Maj  £9,  1929 ,  with  ragard  to   tha  laportation  of 
aaroplaaaa  into  Sthlapia,  anA  analaaaa  as  of  intarast 
in  oonnaetion  with  tho  ganaral  ^astion  of  araa 
Inportat  1  one ,  a  eopy  of  a  nanor anflna  praparad  in  tha 
SlTlsion  of  laar  Baa tarn  Affairs. 

I  an.  Sir, 


Tonr  oibadlsnt  sarrant. 


For  th«  S«or«tmr7  of  Stat«: 
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The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


of  etAt« 

17  ^929 


( 


Sir: 
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have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legatlon»s  No,l231 
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of  July  26th,    1929,    and  to  previous  despatches  on  thi 


)  (£> 

subject  of  the  arms  conference  in  Paris  to  which  the'Eth- 
iopian  Government  has  been  compelled  by  Britain,  France 
and  Italy  in  order  to  procure  the  release  for  the  Ethiop- 
ians of  one  German  and  two  French  airplanes  held  at  Dji- 
bouti. 


The  Legation  now  learns  that  the  airplanes  have 
definitely  been  released  in  return  for  King  Tafari's 
definite  acquiescence  to  the  arms  conference  in  Paris. 


Unfortunately  a  bridge  has  lately  been  washed  out  on 

the 
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1^ 


the  Franoo-StMopian  Railway  at  a  place  shortly  beyond 
Dir4  Daoua  coming  in  this  direction.   No  freight  will 
be  moved  for  several  weeks  and  the  airplanes,  which  mnst 
come  from  Djibouti  to  Addis  Ababa  by  freight,  will  be 


further 


The  Legation  also  learns  that  one  or 


two  of  the  very  narrow  tunnels  on  the  railway  will  not 
give  sufficient  clearance  for  the  airplanes  as  ordinar- 
ily loaded  on  freight  cars  and  that  the  planes  will  have 
to  be  dismounted  to  an  extent  likely  to  make  quite  ted- 
ious and  difficult  the  reassembling  with  the  limited 
facilities  available  in  Addis  Ababa  for  such  purposes. 


This  information  as  to  the  release  of  the  airplanes 
may  be  of  interest  in  opnnection  with  the  Consulate  Gen- 
eral*s  Despatch  No.  9AJ ot  July  1st,  1929,  and  other  pre- 
vious Consular  despatches,  all  on  the  general  subject 
of  the  sale  of  airplanes  to  the  Ethiopian  Government  and 
local  commercial  firms. 

There  have  been  no  further  definite  developments  in 
connection  with  the  potential  trade  opportunity  for  the 


sale  of  planes  to  G.  M.  Mohamedally  and  Co.,  as  discussed 


in  Consular  Despatch  Nov  94  of  JjclIj  1st. 


The  Legation 


and  Consulate  General  will  continue  alert  as  to  possible 
opportunities  for  the  sale  of  American  aircraft  in  Eth- 


lopl 


ajbut 


we  are  much  handicapped  in  competition  with 


the  other  foreign  Legations  here  which,  with  the  backing 
of  their  respective  governments,  have  offered  to  the  Eth- 
iopian Government  official  facilities  of  purchase  and 

payment 
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payment  far  beyond  those  whioli  .Ajnerican  official  practice 
appears  to  permit.   Their  aims  in  placing  their  own  na- 
tional makes  of  aircraft  in  Ethiopia  are,  of  course,  pri- 
marily  political,  and  initial  commercial  profits  do  not 


enter  into  important  consideration 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  ser 


ADDISON  E.  SOUTHARD. 


V 


5  'f  "^^   ♦ 


1 

■4 
•I 


i 


"Mmv 


r 


fr' 


\ 


4. 


^3 


I 


j.^.**'    * 


«4 


I'" 

V* 


.' V 


f  ,T  i»,      -iff 


^^fi;i^^ 


■>•■>■     ■». 


Department  of  State 


;3isoj[) 


ICA 


DIVISION  OF  NEAR  EASTERN   AFFAIRS 

Soptoiuber   2b  ,    I'jgy 
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St  15th,    1929, 


GK3: 


Ordlriarlly    i   suppose    It    might    bo 
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.    queaUonable    whether   our  miaaioiis    should 
«rjp-a^    diroctli    in   auch   a  proooduro   as    is 
sug-gestod   by  I.lr.    Southard. 

In   the    preaerit    IiiHtanco,    howovor      I 
do  not    soa  how  wo   can  graoofull^r   rel'uso   to 
comply   with   Tarn's  request.        I   see  no 

,.«fT.^''/''^^"?    Oorameroe   to    obtain   the    infor- 
mation  desired     which    could    be  passed    or,  to 
1>1  ^«^atlon    lor   tr-msralsslon   to   the    ring, 
ihe  iTlng   c  .uld    then  make  his    decision   and 
place   his    order   direct    with    the    .linerl  can 
company. 

It    soeme    to   l»    doubtful   whether   an 
^Jnerlcan  company  coula    successfiaiy    (srompete 

ll%     llTu''   e^'^«^^"^"  concern,    Inasmuch 
as  uT,    Southard   feels   th^t   the    latter  are 
given   subsidies   by   the    ^-^rei.ch   and    a-.rnan 
governments.  ^^^.ttn 

by  Lr.    Southard  would    ai.ount    to   would    be 

to  furnish   tne  ring  with    catalogs    and  price  j 

This    we   can  not    well  refuse   to   do  P^i^*-^- 
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ee  airplanes 
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the  Ethiopians   ^ 
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and  held  at  Djibouti  had  been  released,' 

The  original  idea  was  to  bring  these  machines  lio  ' 

'  t 

Addis  Ababa  by  train  because  of  the  absence  of  a  pre- 
pared  landing  field  here  eind  because  of  the  usual  heavy 
rains  at  this  season  of  the  year.   However,  the  impa- 
tience  of  King  Tafari  to  have  his  planes  here  has,  with 
other  reasons,  resulted  in  a  decision  to  fly  them  up. 
One  of  the  French  machines  is  reported  already  to  have 
left  Djibouti  and  to  be  due  here  today.   The  Legation 

has 
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No.    243. 


The  Honorable 


Of  ^^'A'<• 

!  0^  2ti  1929 


Sir: 


^J»  CUAADto 


The  Secretary  of  §tate, 


Washington. 


■•t  f«r  MilliKticn. 


I  ' 


»NLY 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to^the  Legation's  Nc^.  237 


f  August  1st,  1929,  stating  that  the  three  airplemes 
(one  Grerman  and  two  French)  belonging  to  the  Ethiopians 


and  held  at  Djibouti  had  been  released. 


i 


/ 


V 

The  original  idea  was  to  bring  these  machines  "tfo  ' 
Addis  Ababa  by  train  because  of  the  absence  of  a  pr^- 
pared  landing  field  here  and  because  of  the  usual  heayy 
rains  at  this  season  of  the  year.   However,  the  impa- 
tience of  King  Tafari  to  have  his  planes  here  has,  with 
other  reasons,  resulted  in  a  decision  to  fly  tham  up. 
One  of  the  French  machines  is  reported  already  to  have 
left  Djibouti  and  to  be  due  here  today.   The  Legation 

has 
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has  reliable  information  that  the  plane  will  not  arrive 
today,  •  or  tomorrow,  or  perhaps  not  the  next  day.   The 
preparation  of  the  proposed  landing  field  at  Addis  Ahaba 
has  not  yet,  with  true  Ethiopian  procrastination,  been 
completed  eind  cannot  well  be  completed  for  a  few  days 
more.   Any  plane  which  lands  on  the  site  selected  in 
its  present  state  is  pretty  certain  to  wreck  itself. 

The  Legation  also  learns  that  German  feelings  have 
been  considerably  hurt  by  the  action  of  the  Governor  of 
French  Somaliland  in  giving  permission  first  for  the 
preparation  of  one  of  the  French  machines  in  order  that 

I 

it  may  get  away  and  be  the  first  to  reach  Addis  Ababa. 
Protest  is  understood  to  have  been  made  by  the  local 
German  Legation  to  King  Tafari  but  it  is  not  apparent 
how  the  latter  can  influence  the  French.   The  Legation 
eilso  hears  that  the  French  have  put  into  circulation 
the  story  that  the  German  aviators  are  reluctant  to 
start  from  Djibouti  in  their  plane  as  they  are  afraid 
of  a  forced  landing  in  the  Dankali  desert  between  Dji- 
bouti and  Dire  Daoua  and  resulting  deadly  assault  from 
the  Dankali  tribesmen  who  never  overlook  any  opportun- 
ities of  the  kind*   Regardless  of  the  facts  in  the 
case  we  already  have  a  local  Franco-German  friction 
which,  however,  is  probably  of  not  more  than  tempest- 
in-a- teapot  seriousness. 

The  Legation  has  piirsued  its  investigations  as  to 

whether  the  Ethiopian  Government  actually  purchased 
these  airplanes  and  while  it  is  yet  without  concrete 

evMence 
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evidence  it  has  gossip  and  hearsay  of  usually  reliable 
origin  that  their  cost  was  met  to  an  important  extent 
by  the  two  European  governments  indicated.   We  have 
also  continued  to  search  for  reasons  why  there  never 
materialized  the  delivery  of  the  two  British  pianos 
reported  in  the  Legation's  No,  153  of  ^bruary  26th, 

/ 
I 

1929,  as  having  been  purchased  by  the  Ethiopians,  and 
have  also  much  gossip  and  hearsay  that  these  planes 
were  not  delivered  because  the  British  insisted  on  col- 
lecting first  the  full  purchase  price.   Evidently  the 
British  have  not  been  as  philanthropically  Inclined  in 


.« ■  ■ » 


these  respects  as  the  French  and  Grormans, 

Further  report  will  be  made  if  and  when  the  pro- 
posed airplane  flights  reach  Addis  Ababa, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  ob 
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0omn»6  c'eal  la  pr9nii<^r«  f«»i  qu'  «n  FllhiojuiA  arriv«»  iiri  aon^plane  it  r  aura  li^«  le  t^>  Ai^bt  I^V29  vendredi 
d,ii>s  la  in  iliii^e  a  W  h.  lagrand^  iuauguraliuii . 

Le  depart  Jl'T  aArjplana  auraliau  da  Djih  i«ti  ^5  li   d  i  miliit  At  irrivera  jtittt^    t  ^  h.  k     A  Jlii-Abebi, 
li   sara   A\t\^    par    TaeronoU    M*   Mailkl 

!?        L'aerodrome  se   tn>UT#   entre    Mancja^Ua    at  Clueferaa  *,tr  ia -graitlc    niuLr    e<iH4«iMfti  d'Aidis- 
Ablba  k    AA(!is-A1eiHa. 

3*Las  AplaudissamenU  aurunl  lieu  au  mom^^ni  ou  laeropkiie  >4«ra  Uat  a  fail  |«ret  dii  i^frraiu,  «t 
toiiche-ra  la  Urrrt  ain^^i  qa'au  raiment  ou   Mr  Maillet  aorlira  da  PaeroplaaR. 

i'' A  Tiirilv^c  du  TaftDii  )t^  Si  MajrttU  U  Roi  feliciUra  l«  VIr  Maillat  '•!  viMt^r^i  la  iiiirKine  avftc 
aa  suite. 

5°  1^  diilribution  det  medailfws  I'era  de  h  part  d«  ^a  M;ij#»«lt^  le  llil  k  mr  MmllH  .•(  i^  s.»n  mecaritcit'ii 
Mr  Pir^hM  daprt'a  lour   litre. 

»     V  €•    nomme  cVat  la  pre iniere  foi  qui  Taeroplana  frangsU   rK|>aleHC  arriFt*  ^a  afilre   pays    Iq  mioistre 
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FranQaii  prononcf  ra  un  discours  «t  a  r.ichflrement    du  <1i«rx>!ir^.   le  phinfare  j«»aera  4e   nairi^enift^ft  p«»iir  la 
rettnione  deadeuK  piys. 

7        3a  Mvjesti  le  R>i  aussl  fair.i  S  m  diicoir  pi>ur  la  i»p>s|»'pin^  et   la  rivilistti  in   rR.Uiopie  pur  lave- 
Qir  elfalicitera  mr  Maillet^^t  U  maisoa  Kpkteae  a  Tachev 'iii^ut  du  disrour  aara  )!<>■  la  aiarche  Rtiilopieniie, 

8*  La  pofte  Hera  distributee  4  la  p!nce   m^m^  par  l^s  <'rnploy«^a  dt*  la  Posle. 
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No.    244 


The  Honorable 


Sir: 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation»S/No.  ^ 

/ 


243  of  August  15th,  1929,  and  to  report  that  one  of 
the  French  airplanes  referred  to  therein  actually 
leinded  in  Addis  Ababa  at  1:30  P.M.  today. 

The  arrival  was  originally  scheduled  for  August 
14th,  and  was  then  deferred  to  each  succeeding  day 


o 
o 


^*^ 


rr\ 


until  it  finally  occurred  today.   On  each  day  a  large 
number  of  people  made  the  comparatively  rough  journey 
of  about  twelve  miles  from  Addis  Ababa  to  the  landing 
field.   Yesterday  morning  the  King,  his  notables,  and 
part  (somerefused  to  be  present  as  hereinafter  indic- 
ated) of  the  Diplomatic  Corps  actually  assembled  in  a 
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great  tent  to  welcome  the  plane  and  to  participate  in 
the  ceremonies  planned  for  the  occasion.   Then  word 
again  came  that  the  plane  had  not  been  able  to  get  in- 
to the  air  properly  at  Djibouti.   The  assembly,  great- 
ly disappointed  and  in  some  instances  visibly  Irritated, 
dispersed* 

Once  more  for  today  at  ^:00  o'clock  the  sane  people 
were  invited  to  assemble  for  the  arrival  of  the  plane. 
At  10:00  o'clock  word  came  that  the  plane  had  descended 
near  the  railway  about  thirty  miles  from  Addis  Ababa  and 
would  remain  there  indefinitely  because  of  carburettor 
trouble.   This  time  the  King  dashed  from  the  field  vis- 
ibly  angered  and  irritated.   He  even  refused  to  speak 
with  my  French  colleague  who  was  present  as  "Master  of 
Ceremonies"  at  what  the  Minister  referred  to  as  the 
great  French  triumph.   The  Minister's  face  with  ludic- 
rous pronptness  lost  "the  cat  that  just  ate  the  canary 
expression"  which  he  had  worn  for  the  last  few  days. 

The  whole  affair  had  been  more  or  less  subtly  ar- 
ranged as  a  French  triumph,  aided  and  abetted  by  what 
many  consider  the  unsportsmanlike  action  of  the  Governor 
of  French  Somaliland  in  prohibiting  the  German  plane  pre- 
viously arrived  in  Djibouti  to  prepare  for  fligjht  before 
or  equcLlly  with  the  French  plane.   The  German  plane  was 
in  Djibouti  some  weeks  in  advance  of  the  French  planes. 
This  circumstance  and  other  comment  has  already  been 
related  in  the  Legation's  No,  243,   In  addition  to  ttie 
comment  therein  given  on  this  phase  of  the  matter  the 
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French  have  indefatigably  circulated  accounts  of  the 
great  renown  of  U.  Maillet,  the  aviator  who  piloted  the 
pleuie  just  arrived.  Among  other  stories  circulated 
for  French  prestige  eind  to  discomfit  the  Germans  was 
M*  Maillet *s  prowess  in  the  late  war  and  his  ability 
in  having  brought  down  "thirty  German  planes.** 

However,  to  return  to  the  news  that  the  plane  had 
descended  short  of  Addis  Ababa,   The  French  wildly 
rushed  to  the  railway  station  where  steps  were  made  to 
despatch  a  special  train  to  the  place  of  the  plane* s 
descent.   Wild  and  agitated  telephoning  was  engaged 


in  by  the  French  who  sent  word  to  the  aviator  that  the 
plane  must  in  the  interest  of  French  prestige  continue 
to  Addis  Ababa  today.   It  did  so,  and  arrived  here  at 
1:30  T*Vi»t   as  stated  above.   The  representative  wel- 
coming assemblage  had,  of  course,  gone.   The  King  and 
the  French  Minister  returned  to  the  field  to  welcome 
the  plane  but  the  ceremony  was  in  the  nature  of  an 
anti-climax.   Notwithstanding  the  soft  and  muddy  con- 
dition of  the  field  as  the  result  of  heavy  rains  the 
plane  landed  safely  but  split  a  propeller  on  a  flag 
staff  with  which  it  came  into  contact  when  running  on 
the  ground  before  stopping. 

The  landing  field  is  a  flat  and  open  grass  plain 
on  the  Addis  Alem  road  about  twelve  miles  from  Addis 
Ababa.   No  hangar  has  been  constructed,  although  the 
Ethiopians  say  that  one  will  in  time  go  up.   Tempo- 
rarily a  tent  has  been  thrown  over  the  plane.   As  the 
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dry  season  will  begin  in  another  month  the  Ethiopians 
will  probably  make  the  tent  serve  for  several  months, 
although  there  are  still  one  more  French  and  one  (Jerman 
plane  at  Djibouti  which  will  presumably  soon  come  to 
Addis  Ababa.   The  road  from  here  to  the  landing  field 
has  many  holes  in  it  and  is  otherwise  in  such  poor  re- 
pair that  the  journey  for  motor  cars  is  far  from  an 
easy  or  comfortable  one. 

While  the  occasion  has  been  notable  in  marking  the 
arrival  of  the  first  airplane  ever  to  come  by  flight  in 
Ethiopian  territory  it  has  also  been  notable  as  renew- 
ing some  of  the  international  friction  and  ill-will  al- 
ways brewing  in  Ethiopia.   The  Trench  have  endeavored 
to  use  the  occasion  as  another  step  in  their  recently 
intensified  campaign  for  the  rehabilitation  of  French 
favor  at  the  Ethiopian  court  —  other  previously  re- 
ported steps  are  represented  by  the  ostentatious  visit 


rs  (Despatch  No.  15 


of  a  caravan  of  Renault  motor  cars  (Despatch  No.  loiB 

/ 

of  March  5th,  1989),  by  French  agitation  of  the  jpre- 
sence  of  Bolshevist  agents  in  Ethiopia  (Despa>^h  No. 
209  of  June  17th),  and  by  the  iAbIX   of  a  French  naval 
party  (Despatch  No.  221  of  July  Bth).   As  suggested 
in  former  despatches  there  is  much  circumstantial  evid- 
ence that  the  French  (xovernment  has  met  in  part  at  least 
the  cost  of  these  French  planes  and  their  subsequent 
operation.   The  British,  Italians  and  Germans  have  been 
the  objective  of  veiled  French  taunts  of  the  latter' s 
victory  in  the  airplane  development.   At  today's  recep- 
tion 
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tion  planned  for  the  arrival  of  the  plane  the  British 
Minister  sent  his  interpreter.  The  Italian  Minister 
sent  no  one  and  planned  himself  to  be  pointedly  absent 

m 

on  a  hunting  trip.   The  German  "Minister  plainly  and 
obviously  "sulked  in  his  tent"  and  neither  oame  nor 
sent  a  representative.   At  the  two  formal  gatherings 
which  occurred  the  only  heads  of  Legations  noted  as 
present  were  the  French,  Belgian  and  American. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  above  the  French  triumph 
became  more  of  an  einti-olimaz  than  anything  else  owing 
to  the  mismanagement  which  resulted  in  the  severeil 


times  deferred  arrival  of  the  plane  which  finally  got 
here  today.   There  is  enclosed  the  printed  program 
(only  two  copies  are  available)  in  Amhnric  and  French 
which  indicates  in  a  way  the  French  importance  injected 
into  the  occasion. 

Incidentally  mention  should  be  made  that  these 
planes  have  been  introduced  by  the  exercise  of  King 
Tafari's  will  power  against  the  centuries-old  Ethiop- 
ian superstition  —  nourished  assiduously  by  the  church 
—  that  the  arrival  of  men  flying  in  the  air  would  mark 
the  beginning  of  the  downfall  of  the  country's  independ- 
ence.  The  Empress  and  her  party  have  been  greatly 
opposed  to  the  introduction  of  planes,  but  the  King  has 
been  able  in  some  way  to  get  the  Empress  to  consent. 
His  Majesty  has  not  won  over  the  church,  and  the  Lega- 
tion has  what  it  considers  reasonably  reliable  rumor 
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that  in  a  number  of  Ethiopian  churches  during  the  last 
several  days  services  have  been  held  in  secret  for  the 
alleged  purpose  of  exorcising  the  Empress  and  the  King 
from  the  "devilish  influence"  which  has  caused  them  to 
consent  to  the  entry  of  the  airplanes.   This  secret 
movement  has  probably  been  instigated  by  the  Itohigue 
(chief  priest  of  the  Ethiopian  church  who  has  been  dis- 
cussed in  many  previous  despatches)  with  the  hope  that 
the  more  ignorant  clergy  and  laity  may  thus  be  spurred 
to  the  making  of  trouble  at  Maskal  (Ethiopian  New  Year) 
which  occurs  late  in  September.   Maskal  has  usually 
been  the  period  for  the  initiation  of  revolutionary  and 
other  political  troubles  in  the  coimtry.   The  Legation 
does  not  consider  that  revolution  is  now  possible  but 
lesser  trouble  could  occur.   This  incident  of  the  se- 
cret religious  services  is,  however,  significant  in  fur- 
ther illustrating  the  intransigeance  of  the  established 
church  in  its  attitude  towards  Tafari  and  his  activities 
for  the  economic  and  social  development  of  the  country. 
Under  the  old  Abouna  Matthew  (who  died  in  December, 
19E6),  or  under  a  similarly  strong  and  astute  leader, 
the  movement  of  the  church  might  be  feared.   But  at 
present  there  is  no  apparent  leader  of  sufficient 
strength  successfully  to  fight  the  King,  particularly 
now  that  the  Empress  is  more  or  less  under  the  spell 
of  his  particularly  effective  persuasion.   The  new 
Abouna  has  not  yet  found  his  bearings  sufficiently  for 
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Tlie  next  development  of  interest  will  be  whetlier 
the  planes  are  operated  regularly  by  the  Ethiopians,  and 
how  successfully.   There  is  apparently  no  opportunity 
for  the  sale  of  American  planes  to  the  Ethiopians  at 
this  time  as  the  latter  would  expect  theon  to  be  at  least 
partly  in  the  nature  of  gifts  as  is  understood  the  French 
and  German  planes  have  been.   Should,  however,  the 
planes  be  successfully  operated  there  is  probability 
that  privately  owned  planes  may  be  introduced  in  which 
event  the  Legation  will  do  all  that  is  possible  to  pro- 
cure consideration  for  planes  of  American  manufacture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  obedient 


y^  Carbon  Co 
/  Received   ^ 
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No*  247, 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation's 


<D 


Qt   August  18th,  1929,  reporting  the  arrival  in  Addis  Ab- 
aba of  a  French  airplane  by  flight  from  Djibouti. 

The  machine  which  arrived  is  a  POTEZ  make,  1925  mod- 
el, of  450  horsepower.   It  is  classed  as  a  two-passenger 
machine.   Two  other  planes  just  like  it  are  still  in 
Djibouti  and  no  information  is  available  as  to  whether 
they  will  come  up  by  train  or  under  their  own  power. 
These  three  planes  are  stated  here  to  be  the  same  as 
some  of  those  used  in  the  French  army  and  to  be  so  con- 
structed that  they  can  promptly  be  equipped  for  military 
use  here.   There  is  no  reliable  information  available 
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as  to  the  use  the  Ethiopian  Government  will  make  of 
these  three  French  planes  and  of  the  German  plane. 

The  German  plane  remains  In  Djibouti  and  my  French 
colleague  here  is  authority  for  the  information  that  the 
Governor  of  French  Somaliland  will  not  permit  it  to  fly 
from  Djibouti  and  that  it  must  come  into  Ethiopia  by 
freight  train.   The  feeling  euroused  by  this  attitude 
of  the  French  authorities  at  Djibouti  has  already  been 

./ 2*4. 


OOTmiented  upon  in  the  Legation's  No 


•  TTo  dependable  information  is  yet  available  to  the 
Legation  as  to  what  peirt,  if  any,  of  the  cost  of  these 
planes  has  been  paid  by  the  Ethiopian  Government  and  as 


to  what  part  has  been  paid  by  the  French  and  German  in- 
terests concerned  as  a  means  of  currying  further  favor 
with  the  Ethiopians.   Information  obtained  from  per- 
sons connected  with  the  operation  of  the  planes  indic- 
ates that  the  three  French  machines  are   valued  in  total 
at  eight  thousand  pounds  sterling  and  the  one  German 
plane  (stated  by  my  German  colleague  to  be  a  Junkers 
W-35)  at  seven  thousand  pounds  sterling.   The  Legation 
is  informed  that  a  knock-down  hangar  large  enough  for 
tvfo  pleines  is  being  supplied  also  from  German  sources, 
and  is  now  in  Djibouti  for  transportation  to  Addis 
Ababa  as  soon  as  there  is  restoration  of  railway  freight 
traffic  interrupted  by  the  washing  out  of  a  bridge  as 


/    reported  in  the  Legation's  No.  255  of  July  30th,  1929. 

Other  than  the  church  objections  reported  in  the 
Legation's  No.  244  there  is  yet  apparent  no  active  ob- 
jection on  the  part  of  the  conservative  Ethiopifiins  to 
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this  introduction  of  airplanes  into  Ethiopia,  although 
some  such  reaction  has  been  expected  from  political  as 

a 

well  as  superstitious  motives.   The  plane  will  be  par- 
ticularly useful  to  King  Tafari  in  demonstrating  his 
power  to  the  many  visiting  provincial^  chiefs  and  govern- 
ors  who  usually  come  to  Addis  Ababa  for  the  great  na- 
tional festival  of  the  Maskal  (Ethiopian  New  Year)  which 
occurs  in  the  latter  half  of  September.   There  may  be 


some  interesting  developments  at  that  time. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  - 


Your  ob 
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Tlia  Hbnorabla 


Tha  Saoratarj  of  Stata, 
Waahington, 
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"i  1 5  1929 


sir: 


I  hara  tha  honor  to  rafar  to  tha  Lagatlon'a 


of  iuguat  18th,  19 S9,  report ing  tha  arriral  on  that  data 
in  Addla  Ababa  of  a  Franoh  alrplana  flown  from  Djibouti; 
tha  first  alrplana  avar  to  arrlra  in  Xthlopia  undar  Its 
own  powar* 

Tha  Garman  Junkers  plana,  prariously  reported  from 
tha  LagatiQif'as  haying  been  for  some  time  in  Djibouti, 
arrired  today  in  Addis  Ababa  by  flight  from  Dire  Daona. 


Ck 


As  already  reported  the  French  Gorarnor  at  Djibouti 
would  not  give  permission  for  the  Qarman  plane  to  take 
off  at  that  place.   It  was,  therefore,  brought  by  train 
to  Dir^  Daoua  and  assembled  there  for  the  flight  just 

successfully 
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suooeasfully  oompleted  to  Addis  Ibaba*  j  It  arrlred  bere 
mora  punctually  than  the  Franoh 

raoaptlon  planned  oame  off  aa  scheduled.   The  larger 
size  and  beauty  of  the  Oeman  plane »  combined  with  the 
Tery  erident  superior  skill  of  the  Oeman  ariator,  made 


an  excellent  Impression  on  the  assembled  crowd* 
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crowd  was,  of  course,  more  inclined  to  admire  the  Ger- 
man plane  because  of  what  it  considered  the  unsi>ortsman- 
like  behaTior  of  the  French  in  refusing  permission  to 
the  Germans  to  fly  from  Djibouti  as  did  the  Trenc 
The  entire  Diplomatic  Corps  was  present  at  the  reception 
for  the  Gennan  plane,! although  at  the  reception  for  the 
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French  pleuie  more  than  half  the  Corps  was  not  present 

The  Italian  Legation  has  now  persuaded  the  King  to 
"buy**  an  Italian  plane  which  is  expected  to  arriTe  in  a 
few  weeks  by  railway  and  not  by  its  own  power.  [This 
Legation  is  endesToring  to  persuade  the  King  to  buy  an 
American  plane.   As  prsTiously  reported  His  Majesty's 
faroring  the  French  and  Oexaans  resulted,  according  to 
such  information  of  confidential  character  as  is  arail- 
able,  from  direct  assistance  by  the  nationalities  con- 
cerned in  purchasing  as  well  as  in  paying  for  the 
planes.   It  is  assumed  that  the  Italian  one  is  being 
acquired  on  the  same  basis. 

I  hsTS  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  o 
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Department  of  State 


OFFICE  OF  THE  ECONOMIC  ADVISER 
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qaestions* 


On  th«  ooBffleree  qaestioa  Mr*  Hawkins  oom«nt«i 
"Th«  prinoiplt  of  fz««doa  of  transit  for  ooBBorco  is 
wsll  sstablishsd  by  nuaeroas  bilateral  trsatiss  and 
at  Isast  ons  important  onltilataral  convention  (i«s« 
that  of  Baroelona  ->  1931 )•  Sptoial  politioal  or  other 
oonsldsrations  apart,  there  is  a  strong  presiaption  in 
faTSt  of  entering  strong  objection  in  oase  ▲■efitoaa  ooi 


■eroe  is  thos  interfered  with'* 

Z  understand  that  the  Ithiopia  situation  is 


o 

to 
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ooaplio&t^d  with  international  engagMitnts  to  ooil* 

i 

trsl  the  sale  of  arms*  The  instant  oase  is  also  ! 
ooaplioated  by  considerations  of  the  international 
law  of  ariation*  Presonably  there  are  eoaqpetenolss 

w 

within  the  Department  of  State  to  pass  on  these  as* 
peots*  Ihether  or  not  any  immediate  American  oommer- 
cial  interest  is  inTolTSd,  the  Department  will  probably 


find  it  worth  while  to  study  the  whole  matter* 


In 
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In  respect  of  the  sale  of  airplanes,  I  believe 
that  cognate  questions  have  arisen  in  connection 
with  the  self-restraint  of  the  powers  in  inhihlting 
the  sale  of  military  material  in  China.  In  this 
hemisphere  we  have  one  landlocked  country,  Bolivia^ 
which  is  very  sensitive  to  the  disadvantages  of  its 
position.  Etc.,  etc. 

The  aviation  authorities  in  the  Depaztasnts  of 
Oommerce  and  Wax  mi^t  also  be  interested  in  technical 


aspects  of  the  matter. 
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Cairo,  l^cyplr, 


ubject:     Black  Jews  In  Atysslnia^ 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
V/aehlngton* 


--3 
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Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  on  fore^^olnc  siihject 
l/  —  as  per  enclosed  clippings  from  'Egyptian  Iv'all"  of  May 


16th  1914. 


Enclosure : 


as  above. 


I  have  the  honor  to  "be. 


Sir, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


Agent  and  Consul- ^enoral. 


Pile  ::o.  a/840. lA/f 
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^ti^ ^Cl'Vtltxn  Ilr.il.    dr.tcd  l.lcj  IG, 

^ox-.j..Ux -^le.CK   oev/e    in  A^byh-clnia, 
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vTlie  Q.n*stion  of  Racial  Discrimination  as  Applied 
'"Ethiopians.  Correspondence  with  the  Dollar 
ean^^Mip  Line  ^and  with  Ilr.  Skinner,  Comment. 

^Py  Tranmnitted  by  the 

STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL »     f^--^-'^^^^ ??*  ^^^/'^^ 


.      OisTm  SfgRCTARY  OF  »r^Tt^ 
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I  have  the  honor  lio" transmit  herewith  copies  Of 
ce  v/ith  the  Genoa~DiT 


Line,  re^ardln^^  the  possibility  of  prejudice  in  the  minds  ol 
\  their  patrons  against  His  Imperial  Hi^-hness  Ras  Tafari  IlaiiorQien*,* 
on  the  basis  of  '^color"  shoiald  the  Prince  Regent  determine  to 
seek  a  passage  on  one  of  theii-  ships,  and  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Honorable  I.Ii%  S]ci2mer  at  Athens,  consenting  upon  my  remarks 
to  the  Dollar  Line^ 

Almost  simultaneously  v;ith  the 
letter  from  the  Dollar  Line  and.  the  letter 
cane  a  translation  of  an  article  published 
Tafari's  ov/n  periodical,  "Li^ht  and  Peace",  of  June  16,  1927,  -^  Ti 


/ 


from  I.Ir«  Bentinclc,   the  British  llinister  at  Addis  Ababa,  under   *■  ffj' 


'f 


a  memorandum  cover  dated  July  5,  1927,  purporting  to  q[uote  one  :^ 
Zauda  Bayanna,  apparently  an  Ethiopian  nov;  in  the  United  States, 
regarding  color  discrimination  as  he  perceives  it  there.  There 

/ 

is  no  indication  of  the  identity  of  Zauda  Ba^arjia,  althou^  ray 
present  impression  is  that  he  mi^t  conceivably  be  one  of  the 
three  Ethiopian  students  in  an  Ohio  college,  sent  from  Ethiopia 


four  years  ago. 


The 
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The  correspond. ence  with  the  Dollar  Line  does  not 
include  earlier  exchanges,  oommencing  with  the  desire  ex- 
pressed by  Has  Tafari  to  an  American  travelling  commercial 
representative  and  communicated  verbally  to  me  by  the  latter, 
for  v/ell  illustrated  literatirre  concerning  the  better  American 
passenger  lines,   I  v/rote  to  the  United  States  Shipping  Board 
and  to  the  Dollar  Line  for  such  literature,  which  upon  receipt 
was  duly  forv/arded  to  Eas  Tafari,  v/ith  a  reminder  of  his  verbal 
reiiuest,  indirectly  received.  His  Imperial  Highness  was  grate- 
ful  and  req.uested  more  elaborate  literature.  If  possible,  than 
the  ordinary  circulars  sent  to  him,  showing  particularly  the 
plans  and  interior  viev/s  of  passenger  ships  of  the  Dollar  Line. 


These  were  req.ue3ted  and  received  in  due  course,  followed  by 


May 


enclosures  herev/ith. 


In  7/riting  my  reply  of  June  14,  1927,  to  the  Dollar 
Line,  I  felt  that  the  extreme  Importance  v/as  Indicated  of  re- 
moving by  all  possible  means  the  erroneous  idea,  apparently 
current  amongst  Ajnerlcans,  that  Ethiopians,  especially  of  the 
ruling  class,  are  in  an^*"  wa;''  to  be  confused  with  "black" 
peoples,  as  these  are  kaown  in  America.   It  seemed  timely  to 
impress  upon  this  Company,  v/hich  is  in  a  position  to  circulate 
the  correct  Impression,  that,  as  Itr.  Skinner  says,  it  would 
indeed  be  calamitous  to  permit  v/rong  impressions  regarding 
the  ethnological  origin  and  identity  of  true  Ethiopians  to 
gain  further  currency,  especially  in  Amerlcaji  public  4plnion. 

Ethiopians  consider  themselves,  and  not  without 
justification,  the  prototype  of  the  Vi/hite  man,  and  that  the 

"red 
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"red- faced"  Europeans  and  Americans  merely  happen  to  have  b 
exposed  to  the  less  darkening  effect  of  the  sun's  more  slanting 
rays.   In  truth,  there  are  many  Ethiopians  of  a'very  light  color, 
and  they  regard  a  light  complexion  as  their  very  own,  lokking 
upon  their  dark-colored  members  much  as  v;e  v/ould  contemplate 
an  American  life  guard  at  the  end  of  an  active  summer  at  a 
seashore  resort.  The  Ethiopian  may  not  consider  the  scientific 
cause  so  particularly  as  this,  but  there  is  no  a^estion  re- 
garding the  fact  that  he  is  in  no  sense  negroid* 

Ras  Tafari  and  his  ministers  and  advisers  are  already- 
aware  of  the  habit  of  Americans  rather  unthinkingly  to  classify 
them  with  the  least  enlightened  and  intelligent  of  the  negroid 
races  of  Africa,  In  some  manner  it  seems  that  in  the  "United 
States  the  impression  has  long  been  current  that  "Ethiopian" 
and  "ITegro"  are  one  and  the  same,  and  if  there  is  some  means 
whereby  this  impression  can  be  corrected,  its  employment  can- 
not be  too  strongly  urged* 

During  my  visit  to  Addis  Ababa  in  September-October, 
1925,  the  sensitiveness  of  Ras  Safari  regarding  the  American 
view  of  his  people  was  brought  to  ray  attention  by  one  of  His 
Highnesses  confidential  friends,  Dr.  Uartin,  v/ho  appears  to 


many 


Dr,  Martin, 


himself  an  Ethiopian  of  pure  blood,  captured  as  an  orphan 
child  by  the  British  in  1868  (Lord  Hapier's  punitive  expedi- 
tion) and  educated  in  India,  informed  me,  after  dinner  at 

» 

the  Princess  Palace,  that  His  Highness  had  been  very  much 
hurt  at  the  reception  of  Belatta  Herouy,  v/ho  had  been  sent 
to  America  to  purchase  munitions,  about  five  years  ago. 

Belatta 
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-4- 


€ 


Bolatta  HtBouiT,  one  of  the  test  of  Amhario  Ethiopians, 
appeared  to  have  been  refused  admittance  into  the  better 
hotels,  theatres  and  other  public  institutions,  and  was 
deeply  wounded  to  discover  that  he  was,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public,  confused  with  the  Kegro,  and  deprived  of  even  the 
ordinary  courtesies,  not  to  consider  the  distinction  and 
deference  to  vAiich  from  a  life-long  habit,  he  was  accustomed 
and  which  he  involuntarily  expected.  Dr,  lilartin  added  that 
His  Highness  very  much  desired  some  day  to  visit  the  United 
States,  or  failing  that  to  send  a  mission  to  consider  the 
q.uestion  of  capital  for  railways  in  Ethiopia,  but  after  the 
experience  of  Belatta  Hero\3y,  he  feared  that  difficulties 
miglit  be  encountered  calculated  to  be  prejudicial  to  Ethiopian- 
American  goodwill,  which  above  all  foreign  relations  His 
Higliness  hoped  to  foster. 

Publicity  of  a  matter  of  this  nature  v/ould  appear 
to  be  a  very  delicate  operation,  owing  to  the  possibility  of 
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misconstruction  v/hich  might  be  placed  upon  the  distinction 
draviTn  between  "Amhara"  or  "Ethiopian"  and  "negroid",  by 
American  negroes  who,  though  measurably  superior  to  any 
African  negro,  might  choose  to  resent  a  distinction  between 
negroid  and  non-negroid  Africans.  The  q,uestion  raised  by 
the  Dollar  Line  did  not  include  the  reference  to  "negro", 
but  rather  to  "color",  and  the  endeavor  has  been  to  show 
that  regardless  of  race,  an  Africaji  Prince  and  his  following 
is  inevitably  entitled  to  the  honor  due  their  rank  and 
politiwal  status. 

Should  it  ever  so  happen  that  Ras  Safari  or  other 

representative  of  the  Government  of  Ethiopia  be  invited  to 

visit 
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vlsit  the  United  States  in  an  official  or  private  capacity, 

« 

it  is  thought  that  a  confidential  record  like  the  foregoing 

miglit  be  usefiil  to  the  Department  in  deteiraining  the  ad- 
visability of  preparing  the  public  for  an  appropriate 
reception,  free  from  certain  natural  color  prejudices, 
v/hich  might  conceivably  have  unfortunate  and  undesirable 
results* 


/ 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


American  Vice  ConsulV 


;*1 


Enclosures: 


1»  From  Dollar  Steamship  Line, 
..  Genoa,  May  20,  1927* 


2.  To 


It      n  It 

.   June  14,  1927,, 


Z*     From  Dollar  Steamship  Line, 
-  Genoa,  June  28,  1927, 

4«  From  the  Honorable  I.Ir.  Skinner, 
.  Athens,  June  25,  1927* 

• 

5,  Extract  from  the  June  16,  1927, 

issue  of  "Light  and  Peace", 
Addis  Ababa,  translated  and 
forv/arded  by  the  British 
Legation,  Addis  Ababa,  under 
Memorandum  cover  dated  July 
5,  1927. 
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DOLLAR     STEAMSHIP       LIHE 
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Grenoa, 
17,   via  alia  ITunzlata 
May  20,   1927. 
Mr.  J.  Loder  Park, 
Americaua  Vice  Consul, 
c/o.  American  Consulate, 
Aden,  Arabia. 

Dear  Sir: 

We  wish  to  thank  you  for  bo  kindly  placing 
our  literature  before  His  Imperial  Higliness,  Ras  Tafari 
Makoiinen,  Prince  Regent  of  Ethiopia.  We  would  like  to 
receive  a  little  information  v/ith  reference  to  this  gentleman. 


II 


You  can  realize  the  question  of  color  dis- 
crimination, which  arises  on  a  steamer  on  which  most  of  the 
passengers  are  Americans.   It  might  be  necessary  to  keep 
His  Imperial  Highness  and  his  party  entirely  separate,  if 
there  is  too  strenuous  objection  on  the  part  of  the  passengers 
on  board. 

Please  let  us  have  the  benefit  of  your  opinion, 
as  Y/hile  naturally,  vie   want  business,  we  would  rather  lose  it 
than  cause  eitheVyou  or  ourselves  to  lose  face  in  Arabia, 
due  to  our  ndt  being  in  a  position  to  take  proper  care  of 
these  people. 

Awaiting  your  early  reply  and  than}:ing  you 
in  advance  for  your  courtesy,  v/e  beg  to  remain. 

Yours  very  truly. 

Signed  by:   J.  IT.  llacGrowan 

European  Passenger  Agent, 
Dollar  Steamship  Line. 
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Aden,   Ara"bla,   June  14,   1927 


i''j 


The  Dollar  Steamship  Line , 
17,  Via  Alia  Nunziata, 


Genoa,  Italy* 


Gentlemen: 


AolcnoY/ledgment  is  made  of  your  letter  of  ilay  20, 
1927,  inquiring  with  respect  to  the  "best  manner  in  which  to 
accommodate  His  Imperial  Highness,  -Has  Tafari  Makonnen,  Regent 
of  the  Empire  and  Heir  to  the  Throne  of  Ethiopia,  should  His 
Highness  eventually  decide  to  travel  on  one  of  your  line. 

In  reply,  I  v/ould  inform  you  that  in  the  event  His 
Highness  should  determine  to  engage  a  passage  on  a  Dollar  Line 
ship,  it  would  be  highly  desirable  to  give  him  the  best  acco- 
mmodations available,  befitting  a  Prince  and  ruler  of  an  in- 
dependent and  sovereign  Empire,  to  v^iich  all  of  the  principal 
Powers  of  Europe  have  appointed  full  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
and  Envoys  Extraordinary. 

As  a  matter  of  general  interest  to  you,  I  v/ould 
venture  the  suggestion  that  the  ruling  race  of  Ethiopia  is  not^ 
as  people  freq^uently  suppose,  to  "be  confused  with  races  contain- 
ing  negroid  characteristics  nor  that  it  has  other  than  pure 
blood  of  Semitic  origin,  and  the  ruling  families  trace  their 
lineage,  supported  by  all  the  historical  data  available  on 
t|ie  subject,  directly  back  to  King  Solomon,  the  ^ueen  Bilkls 
of  Sheba  and  their  contemporaries  of  like  rank  and  station. 

I  understand  clearly  your  desire  for  guidance  in 
view  of  the  uninstructed  impression,  all  too  widely  prevalent, 
that  all  Africans  are  to  be  classed  with  the  negro,  familiar 
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to  peoples  of  the  V/estem  V7orld.   It  is  high  time  to  correct 
this  impression,  and  to  persuade  the  unthinking  that  an  Abys- 
sinian ruler  or  noble  is  as  worthy  of  deference  and  honor  as 
any  oorresponding^European  or  American  dignitary. 

¥e  understand,  of  course,  what  is  meant  "by  the 
"color  line",  as  drawn  betv^een  peoples  of  the  l7ost  and  certain 
peoples  of  the  East.  Our  general  idea  of  "black"  is  the  well 
kno7/n  negro,  so  numerous  in  America,  but  he  derives  from  the 
west  ooast  of  Africa,  for  the  most  part,  aJL though  there  are 
many  tribes  and  groups  of  negroid  people,  scattered  through 
many  portions  of  the  African  Continent.  We  do  not,  however, 
call  the  Aral),  the  Malay  peoples,  the  Indian  or  many  other 
jfcastern  rao«tt  "black",  because  they  belong  to  a  much  higher 
type  of  the  Genus  Homo  than  the  negro*   These  are  intelligent 
peoples,  representing  high  grades  of  culture  and  learning, 
Y/hose  civilizations  were  hoary  with  age  and  venerable  v/ith 
dignity  long  before  even  European  countries  became  other  than 
hov/ling  v/ildernesses,  peopled  by  savagest 

With  such  peoples  can  be  grouped,  unreservedly  and 
unconditionally,  the  Ainharas  and  other  superior  rases  of 
Ethiopia.  The  Abyssinian  aristocrats  can  trace  family  trees 

r 

three  thousand  years  old,  and  can  point  to  antecedents  which 
dwarf  the  best  and  belittles  the  oldest  in  Europe.   They  have 
a  right  to  be  exceedingly  proud,  as  of  course  they  are,  and 
they  could  never  understand  the  mentality  of  those  western 
peoples  T/ho  v^ould  carelessly  class  them  with  negroes.  They 
too  know  exactly  v/hat  negroes  are  and  have  over  steadfastly 


refused  to  mingle  the  bloods. 
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An  incident  is  recalled  in  lajr  ovm  experience,  namely, 
a  visit  some  years  ago  of  Rabindranath  Tagore,  the  celebrated 
Indian  poet,  to  the  United  States.  He  was  feasted  and  feted 
and  honored  in  every  v^ay,  and  even  received  for  evening  fire- 
side talks  in  girls'  colleges.  This  v/as  right  and  proper, 
in  deference  to  his  distinction  and  genius,  and  there  was  not, 
of  course,  any  (Question  of  "color",  llo  more  should  there  be 
any  "color"  discrimination  aganst  the  imharas  of  Ethiopia. 
Rather  should  a  sharp  distinction  be  drav/n  b#^een  the  Amharas 
and  negroid  peoples  of  Africa,  from  the  racial  point  of  viev/. 
ITor  does  this  mean  that  negroes  should  be  treated  as  inferior 
peoples.  Even  a  negro  ruler  or  noble  ought  to  be  treated  in 

t 

accordance  with  his  recognized  station^ 

Please  do  not  look  upon  this  discussion  as  a 
criticism  of  your  point  of  view,  v/hich  is  clearly  understood^ 
The  fact  that  you  have  enq^uired  in  the  interest  of  the  prestige 
and  dignity  of  one  of  the  best  American  Shipping  lines,  is 
unq^uesti enable  and  fully  appreciated*   It  might  be  useful  and 
interesting  to  sound  out  the  opinion  of  the  average  American 
traveler,  of  v/hich,  naturally,  you  encounter  many  thousands 
during  a  year*   I  fancy  that  you  will  be  startled  to  learn 
hov/  little  the  average  Western  traveler  really  understands 
about  the  true  "Ethiopian",  a  misnomer  often  applied  to  the 
American  negro. 

I  have  no  intimation  from  His  Imperial  Highness 
Ras  Tafari  llaJconnen  that  he  contemplates  a  journey  anyv/here 
in  the  near  ^■'^■''"  or  even  distant  future.  His  interest  in 
American  ships,  however,  seems  to  speak  for  itself,  although 
even  that  v/ould  not  mean  to  justify  the  assumption  that  he 

intends 
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intends  to  use  them.  However,  it  is  v/ell  to  he   prepared, 
and  you  are  to  be  conu-iended  for  your  alertness  to  possible 
developments. 

Should  you  desire  an;,^  further  information  or  side- 
lights upon  this  very  delicate  subject,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
do  all  in  ray  pov/er  to  supply  it  for  your  guidance,  I  trust 
that  you  v/ill  not  take  exception  to  the  franlc  manner  in 
v/hich  I  have  expressed  myself  in  the  premises,  and  that  you 
will  •aijree  with  me  that  we  cannot  afford  to  mince  v/ords  if 
unfortunate  developments  are  to  be  avoided  through  a  clear 
understanding  of  circumstances. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Very  respectfully  yours. 


ii 

$ 

; 

■ 


Signed  by:   James  Loder  Parle 

American  Vice  Consul. 
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DOLLAR     STEAI.ISHIP     LEIE 

Genoa,    17,   Yia  Alia  Uiinziata, 

J\me   28,   1927 • 

Mr#  James  Loder  Pari, 
American  Vice  Consiil, 
c/ot  American  Consulate, 
Aden,  Araoia. 

Dear  Sir: 

Xle   thank  you  for  your  letter  of  June  14,  covering 
the  status  and  race  of  His  I^Jperial  Higliness,  Ras  Tafari 
llalzonnent 

Tfe  appreciate  your  frank  statement,  and  feel  that 
only  by  such  an  open  exchange  of  ideas  can  we  evade  any  mis- 
understandingt  V/e  are  glad  that  you  appreciate  our  enq^uiry 
and  you  can  be  assured  that  it  was  only  made  in  an  endeavor 
to  avoid  any  possible  misunderstanding •  > 


at  the  same 
information 


Your  reply  ansv/ered  our  q^uestions  thjnraughly  and 
time  you  have  given  us  a  great  deal  of  interesting 
on  a  subject  that  is  very  little  ifcnownt 


Thajiking  you  for  the  kind  interest  in  the  matter 
and  assuring  you  that  sho^old  His  Imperial  Higliness  decide  to 
sail  with  us,  every  attention  and  courtesy  will  be  afforded 
him,  as  befits  a  person  of  his  rank,  v/e  are. 

Yours  very  truly. 

Signed  by:  J*  IT.  llacGowan 

European  Passenger  Agent, 
Dollar  Steamship  Llne# 


* 


u 


wr  ».' 


(COPY) 


LEGATIOIT  OF  TIIE 
UllITEL   STATES   OF  AI.IERICA 
Athens,    J\me   25,    1927 • 


James  Loder  Park,  Esq.uire, 
American  Vice  Consul, 
Aden.  Arabia^ 


ig  Dear  Ilrt  Park: 


I  am  ver;;,^  much  obliged  to  you  for  sending  me 


a  copy  of  your  interesting  letter  to  the  Dollar  Line  SS  Com- 
pany, in  which  you  discuss  the  race  prejudice  v/ith  reference 
to  Ras  Tafari  llakonnen*   I  am  very  glad  that  you  have  set 
forth  the  facts  plainly,  as  it  v/ould  be  calamitous,  to  use 
no  stronger  word,  in  case  the  Ras  should  undertake  to  travel 
upon  one  of  our  ships,  if  he  found  himself  discriminated 
against,  especially  on  the  ground  that  he  is  a  negro,  when, 
in  point  of  racial  fact,  he  is  not  •   I  do  v/ish  that  some  of 
our  people  might  deal  with  problems  of  this  kind  with  some 
sense  of  discrimination  and  ethnological  knowledge. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that,  although  Congress 
thus  far  has  failed  to  provide  for  a  permanent  representative 
at  Abyssinia,  you  continue  to  keep  up  relations  and  to  maintain 
sympathies  in  that  corner  of  the  world. 

V/ith  kind  regards,  I  am. 

Sincerely  yours. 
Signed  by;  Robert  P#  Skinner. 
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BRITISH  LE  GAT  ion, 


(I 


ADDIS  ABABA, 


July  5,  1927. 


With     tlie     Compliments     of     His  "Eajesty's 


llinister. 
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(COPY) 
Translation  of  an  article  from  ''Light  and  Peace"  of  June  10,1927. 

oOo 

Zauda  Ba/anna  from  America  spealcs  of  tv/o  different 
kinds  of  people,  i.e.  Whites  and  Blacks, 

That  the  Blacks  were  first  taken  over  to  America  by 
an  Sn{jlish  man  who  sold  them  there  more  than  308  years  ago. 
That  they  have  increased  to  a"bout  12,000,000  and  that  they 
(%  v/ere  liberated  by  the  President  called  Abraham  Lincoln.  That 

V 

the  Blacks  who  are  living  in  the  Southern  States  of  America 

suffer  a  great  deal  of  oppression  from  the  V/hites,  that  the 

life  of  the  Wliites  and  Blacks  in  America  is  Ciuite  different 

and  that  the  living  of  the  Blacks  there  is  like  cats  and  dogs* 

s 
That  the  Y/hites  have  theatres  and  lectures  in  man^r  tov/ns  but 

that  Blacks  are.  permitted  to  attend  the  theatres  of  lectures* 

That  there  are  doctors,  lav/yers  and  teachers  among  the  Blacks, 

but  whenever  the  Blacks  want  to  spend  their  holidays  in  the 

big  theatres  and  hotels*   Their  are  not  allowed  to  enter*   If 

a  whiteman  murders  a  blackman,  and  Judge  and  Assessors  make 

delays  by  sa;:^^ing  that  they  will  Judge  the  case  either  today  or 

tomorrow*  Hov/ever  v;hen  he  (murderer)  attends  the  Court,  he  will 

be  examined  and  the  Judges  will  then  say  that  he  should  be 


\ 


imprisoned  fpr  tv/o  years*  They  also  say  that  if  the  murderer^ s 
conduct  proves  to  be  good  while  in  prison,  he  will  be  released 
after  the  tv/o  years.   Thus' the  blood  tff  the-  black  is  shed  like 
the  blood  of  a  dog.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  black  happen  to 
murder  a  whiteman,  he  will  be  brought  to  Court  immediately  and 
will  then  be  sent  to  prison  where  he  will  stay  for  two  or  three 
months  after  which  time  he  is  hanged.  That  the  children  of 
the  whitemen,  whether  they  be  clever  or  ignorant  are  given  the 
best  work  and  the  hard  and  the  dirty  v;orks  to  the  blacks.  If 
employment  is  scarce,  the  blacks  do  not  get  any  work  however 

clever 
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clever  they  are,  and  in  some  places  the  blao]:s  v/ho  have  been 
v/orking  for  several  years  in  a  certain  place  is  dismissed 
and  his  v/orlc  given  to  a  v/hite.  This  shows  that  the  whites  are 
sui^porting  each  other*  The  write  asks  v/hat  is  the  use  of  such 
an  independence  for  the  Blacks,  as  they  only  hear  the  news  in 
papers  of  v/hat  is  going  on  in  theatres  or  in  big  "buildings 
and  not  aloowed  to  ^go  into  the  big  hotels  whilst  half-castors 
are  allowed^ to  do  so.  Than  even  the  half-castors  are  too 
proud  to  speak  with  the  Slacks  for  fear  of  being  dispised  by 


the  V/hites. 


That  a  certain  Englishraan  went  on  a  visit  to 


America  and  on  his  return  to  England  v/rote  in  a  nev/spaper 
that  America  herself  was  a  very  good  country,  but  that  he 
was  ver;'-  sorry  for  the  IThite  Americans  who  are  living  with 
the  Blacks  and  v/ho  are  therefore  not  very  happy  in  their  life. 
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only  %ht  nm»9u  tatA  mofr^  iBporULUt  D^djasMtohMi  mmn  %o 
!»•  «bl*  to  fts»#rt  %hm  bouiidariM  of  th«lr  r«sp««tlT« 
t>fo?liMo«  «nA  0T«n  tiMn  th«rt  ia  bo  vurroy*      71m  boon* 
terlos  aro  of ton  looatod  by  Tlllacofit  that  lo  a  oortala 
TllXago  win  bolorig  to  eno  prorlaoo  and  tba  aaxt  aaich* 
baring  rlXlaca  to  anothar  prorinaa*      Tha  tarrltory  ba* 
taaan  la  AlTldad  half  and  lialf  •      Alao  tha  aantraX  ^ov 
araMmt  la  aoaatantly  raatrlatlac  and  aatpanitng  tha 
araaa  glTaa  to  varlaua  eoranMMPa*      should  a  aartala 
gofaracr  dla  today  bla  itaaaaaar  aay  ba  cl^^wi  bla  asaat 


tarrltory  or  ha  nay  ba  fflran  a  half  laaa  OTt  oa  oaaaaloai 
a  half  BBera  at  tha  aspanae  of  aona  aalf^borlac  eoramor* 
In  tbaaa  raapaata  tha  ^lilopiaiia  aypaaar  to  hara  na  ayatanii 
at  laaat  th«y  haTa  so  aystan  «}\lah  tha  oaaldaatal  mind 
oan  aonyrahand  and  follow. 

At  tha  and  of  tha  Hat  will  bo  natod  prorlaaaa  Hat* 
ad  aa  fowamad  by  tha  idByvaaa  and  tha  Kln^*      Thla  man  a 
that  tha  two  rulara  raoalra  dlraat  tanatlan  trwm  tha 
tarrltorlee  aaaiad  whloh  ara  cotaxnad  for  than  by  othara* 
ARMAS  at  tor  araaa  coramad  by  proocy  ara  ?;aa«  X9^  H^  44, 
and  81  OB  tha  aaaXaaad  llat«      Tha  nafwiiatfa  llatad  a^ 
poalta  tbaaa  ambara  ara  afflaara  of  tha  la^raaa  or  Klag 
who  raalda  1b  AdAla  ^^JbBba  bat  hava  tbaaa  taorrltarlaa 
allattad  to  than  for  aallaatlaa  af  t0tum%^      Tha  llat 


la  aaBbarad  aara  or  laaa  arbitrarily  and  aat  aoaatd  I  itfi 
ta  tha  lapartaaaa  af  tba  itvvraara  axaaftlaf  at  tha 


baclanlng  wbara  all  tha  Raaaa  ara  llatad*      tha  twa 
■aat  tepartant  anaa  oa  tha  llat  (liaa.  •  aad  U)  fran 
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%h»  Yi«irpolnt  of  potwitial  troabl«  tor  thm  Matrttl  for» 
•rantnt  %]*•  naa  lUtllma  Tttklt  Ha^BMBOt  and  D«dJ«aHi%«h 
Aymlou*   Has  Ookia  "olla»  !7o«  X»  ia  tba  lwiabaii<  ar  tha 
BRpraaa  froa  ^rboit  tha  liaa  baan  aaparatad  for  pali%laal 


raaaon^^^*   !^ar>  Kaaaa^  l7o«  9  on  tha  liat»  la  an  1— ttlata 
inaobar  of  %h%  Hayal  7amlly  and  naarar  by  rii^t  of  i»» 
haritanaa  to  tha  throna  than  la  Kliie  Tafarl*   Rat  Imw 
artTt  la  not  anbitlaua  for  tha  throaa  ejid  la  aonaldarad 
a  aupportar  of  both  tha  yispr9m$  aac)  of  Tatar  1* 

Tha  Lasatlon  haa  a tar tad  tha  work  of  aolXaatlae 
blographlaaX  data  oa  all  thaaa  provlnalal  goTaraaara 
bttt  In  a  aountry  auah  aa  r.thlopla  whara  thara  ara  aa 
aoaaaalbla  arlttan  raaovda  and  whara  all  raXiabla  la* 
faiMitlon  nuat  ba  aallaatad  aalnlj  from  aval  aawroaa 
tha  work  la  yary  alow*   Howarari  aa  tiJM  aaa  ba  tparad 
fren  Ewra  praaalnc  datlaa  tbasa  data  will  ba  aiiiblad 
and  Mbnlttad  to  tha  Dapartaeat  aa  tha  faraa  prarldad* 
HO  rapid  prograaa  aan  ba  iiada  and  a  laae  whUa  will 
alapaa  bafora,  with  oitr  praaaat  ataff,  any  appraalabia 
floadMr  of  raaarda  aaa  ba  aoa^latad*   ab/  aaaly  arrlvad 
off laar  waold  raqalra  prabably  a  yaar  af  tralalac  aad 
aaqaalmtaaaa  bafatra  ha  aaald  aadartaka  thla  aort  af 
wark  with  any  raaaaaabla  aoaayaay  «t  9p%%A» 

Tha  Lacatlaa  haa  alaa  aaaaldarad  tha  praparatiaa 


of  a  roiiiih  akatah  aap  ahawlac  tha  approaUxata  laaatlaa 
aai  baaadarlaa  of  thaaa  Tarlaaa  prarlaalal  araaa  bat 
•oah  wark  la  at  praaaat  ^ta  bayaad  aar  raaaaraaa* 
AA  azparlaaaad  aaa  waold  ra^alra  aaay  aaatha  af  lataa* 
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Bir%  woork  to  ••Mabl*  •noi  approzlaiW  data  and  wa  iMKva 
BO  auah  axparlaoaad  ma  othar  than  tha  vrltar  aliaaa  tlva 
la  alraady  aora  than  ooauplad  with  aurraat  dutlaa*   Z 
aaaXd,  af  aouraa,  dlraat  an  aff laar  with  aptituda  far 
aaah  vark  but  no  auah  aff  laar  la  at  praaant  airmllabXa 
far  tha  purpoaa*   Tha  Ethiopian  Qarraramtat  will  In 
tlaa»  partlcalarlx  If  and  whan  It  aaqulraa  farali^  ad* 
Tlaarai  aaaaohla  data  of  tha  kind  and  taka  atapa  fdr 
aarraylAc  tha  baundarlaa  of  proTlaaaa.   Muiy  yaara 
will  aXapaa  bafara  that  ooaura  and  tha  La^^atloA  will 
In  tha  naantlni  do  auah  woilc  t^lth  that  gonaral  abJaaV* 
tf%  aa  tha  tlx»  and  raaouroaa  at  Ita  dlapoaal  paxsit* 
Tha  athar  Laeatlana  In  Addla  Ababa  hara  daratad  anah 
tlaa  to  tha  oallaatlaa  la  aoAfldantlal  fam  af  thla 
kln^  of  data  but  thaj  naturallx  ara  not  dlapoaad  to 
■ika  oonpletaly  aTallabla  to  ua  tho  raaulta  af  thalr 
aim  laag  yaara  of  ooafldantlal  work  aad  aiah  flaaaalal 
mspmrnm^      Alaa  »&ah  af  thalr  Iml^jnaation  la  net  aa 


aoaurata  aa  that  wlilah  at  aauld  aaraalwaa  obtala  fraa 
orldnai  aouroaa*   Tkla  Laflatlaa  baa^  af  aoaraa*  auth 
ralatlasa  with  athar  La«atlaR»  htra  aa  to  ba  abla  ta 
awahaaga  an  a  frlaadly  baala  aartala  klnda  •t  laf ama* 
tlaa  bat  wa  hara  aatlUBc  ta  affar  la  aaahango  far  ao 
aoafldaatlal  and  iif  iliaaalwa  a  aunay  aa  tha  ana  Ui» 
dlaatad* 

Caaaldarlne  that  ethlapla  la  la  a  atata  af  ti«asl« 
tlon  from  tha  aid  faadal  fon  af  atfiiMiiat  tlM  attaabad 


llat  la  not  at  all  a  atabla  aaa«   Chaataa  ara  aaaataatly 
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•MntrriJiff*       Th«r«  Is  Also  a  wld«  r«ms^  or  rnnon  or  dif«- 
f«r«c<Mi  In  th«  trcrallteratlon  of  rthlopl^n  (rf»«6rmp^Md 
•1)4  fMillj  iKin^o.      our  om  intcrpretstloiui  kt*  r««*r«r 
tti4>»«  of  tho  British  L«f!tttloe  liut  vrtn  v%  tx>  not  ftlmgrs 
•iar«#»      Th*  FrtDffh  abA  Itttllass  iirlt«  mmm  «f  U'^ 


In  «n  or%hofr«.{»hl9cl  fons  «hl«h  «e«^l£.  ;tmV«  tliMi 

Tlirr«  «r^  ftl9o  •tjK»Iof;l«U.  61fttrf:9iit«»  tc  •e3i»lS«r« 
Tli^rt  •pp#firc  to  b«  »o  o^Rtrel  «r  stsinterAl  xod  tntlMrity 
for  tho  tronolitoTtttlon  of  ixhoxle  o)»jnMt«rs  int^ 
o«B«       Thlo  l#isetl«i  boooo  Its  •^•IIIjb;;  of  AAh»rlQ 
■alnXr  on  tho  pvootioo  of  %2ko  looaX  BrltU}:i  ta^Rtlon,  l«% 
with  Aworlooo  Torlotlont  wkloh  oo«g  elotror  uid  aaaro 
prtto%io«X«      «o  odhort  to  n  ohocos  opoXXlng  mm«  It  la 
ttoot  ABd  \j  thlo  prootioo  thoro  9hotil4  In  a  fov  return 
bo  ootubXlohoA  •  novo  or  loos  ftozi4«T4ifo4  .<;iiXo*AiMi  iaon 
•poUlae*      iMoli  dlff looltr  oftoA  trlooo  Ir;  doolAlai  «b»» 
thor  to  MUto  oortskla  oonoononta  tooldlo  or  oiaglo*    Towol 
•ounAo  offor  ovoo  grootor  Aiffloultr*      TboTo  Is  a  olio 
roago  of  oholoot  woA  of  yrootloo,  la  tiM  aattor  of  what 


ocBiblnatiaaa  of  lottora  to  uao  la  latorprotlas  oortala 
•ouads*      Aaoonts  oro  oXao  41ffloidt  to  laAloato*      Tim 
Lorattloa  wtaXd  approolato  aay  aa^gootlsMi  alOali  tiM  Da* 
partaaat  alfht  hart  la  tma  aattar  of  tlia  traasXltsaa* 
tlon  of  Aaharlo. 

The  i^thloplaaa  tlis—olvas  4e  aat  aXaaya  aao  aalfam 


pvmmaslatlcBi  or  iaflaatlaa  far  lAaatla  flMlIy  or  plaaa 


saMotlnaa  thor  ovaa  ahsrtoo  thm  la  aoafaalag 


•  «  - 


im&iHa**      7t)«m  1b  rIiio  noiii  ittpctltiMi  ot  ttmXXj  «• 
tffill  AS  or  {r^^^Ti  ii«!i»»  OBOxifr  all  olasftCNi  «r  ^h«  p«ci9l«» 
Thin  r«THn*t  wlIX,  9f  or\in^,  Im  mp9XcMMiW4  ftrw 
tiv«  to  tijto  ^7  iMMPd  4«%ttll«t  and  «R%«iAMI  InfbntMitlmu 
Z%  will,  homwrwr^  b«  mffitiwit  ilo  tmAI««%«  for  %h9 

•f  mar  lootl  fl«Id  of  opofotloA  la  oortcln  voar**^  <iot 
wlXl  «cpl«iB  irti7  0W>*  prosroMk  la  tho  ooi»pll«%l4m  of 
baolo  iaforao^ion  io  aooooaarlly  oXoir  oat  %o41ouo« 
I  baTo  tho  hoaor  to  ho»  r>ir» 


Toar  obodltat 
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T^yyy  of  libo,qi>^  p^^ovafcau  v>yrH  t^ffp  (KiYftyiQiy. 
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Hm  Oukaa  Aria 
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i«      r^aa  rmptm  i^^arlaBi 


«•      naa  dteiira  AteyUl 
10,      Blfaiat  walA^  Qatarlal 


KabaAa 


X»#      Padjattth  A9«latt 


U«      Dartja— lUh 


10«      PadjtiHh  Xttftela 
U*      DaAJaMatah  UaUtfaria 
17«      naija— »ah  OaXl 


Aiaataha*  oaaaat  lai^itaXa 
Oan4ar  aaA  Dabra  Ti^bar)* 

ivauUa.  rjalaiiia»  Yajaa* 
5)ia4«bo  (aaplux  ]ii»r«a}« 

liaii^%4|  calaXiy  Jida* 
avoaat  oanu  Jaraa^  Qan* 
writ  (aapilal  nuhij* 

Ul*BaWitr»  l^atalMt  oidu, 
(aapitai  oav#}* 

^♦ailfg,  MMal^  ^9a«l, 
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(aapilal  AAmm)* 
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M*       £MdjMnAi#h  'Site  Tadiik 


t»«      D«dj 


90« 


91 


40. 


tan  /ottdlrad 


as*      Dadja— B%»h  F^aVaOa  nanjuml 


BoUqr 


(L-^i 


Of  pyoiTlqa— 


li^Mui  (tlw  oth*r  part)* 
Gcocm^t  uurb«7ae»  ^  ilt4* 

ri4mm»  Baro4a  (Agar<i* 
DalMB}. 

aa%ia}, 

Afuaai  (aapitaX  Tatoaa)* 

Koata  (diad  raaaaily)* 


Bako«  (3afa«  valo»  UW« 
Fttraa»  Dafart  aaaa« 


^Ir^tt 


])adiaaBAtoh  Makarla  OamMml        llnaoiiQQvlMiy  Oamaa 


2t«      Dadjasstaiah  Mapta  klkaaX 
IB*      DaAja«B3t(i3i  Aaata  ^Alagat 


KPtln* 


Itagl.  oaldia  (aapiteX 


Maei 


34.      oadj 


teh  r>aala  DaoEin 


fiaavada)* 


^  ^^^H^a^ak  ^^^B^fc 


38«      liiad4asw)t«u  7aj4 

:}«•      fladjaiatafc  napia  MaiiM 


oaiarafaf4a«  aisiya^ 


•aUa«a  (aapilal 


8f  •      DadJawAiah  MtMaaiaa  ^ 

sa«      DadJaaaaiaK  r^aloiaaaa  ofcital 

•••      Dad>a«DiiaK  /jdlafartaa 


ijbiaar  (aapltai  r«ya) 


4«> 


Ibaa. 


Dadjanatab  ^^atera  Tadla 


mf^t  Aaaiat  tAMOaU* 


) 


41 
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ssbulml 
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4UL#      IMMIJttVMiittb  AlmbA  rmat^x 


tim0 


14 
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46, 


60» 


iS«      D^J3Soat«h  tmmton. 


Uim  'tiAm  (in  ??«Uo)« 


47,       cihulitii  .cojtll  <»1  .1 


46r      ia«  Ji/iir 


49  •      7^1ktti«<{ua»  Uafcatmm 


54^       ritcoistirl  i)«to^iMN(i 


ritotikara* 


Fltt'uitii'l  Dor  til  5l«]l«»^\l        iColTA. 


FiUftiilirJL  Afsr«t«i 


(7.       riteLrrx-^^l  Qmmum  7ian« 
0U«      ri^aa»mrl    ^oldti  Umrimi 


iialkm. 


Oo««l»« 


Ut>4M>r»  'fukguv^ii4>r( 


0&.      mMdr/*<i:i  /aiftw  QoolaUt^      Kawivt  ( 


A«1A«  (iHvita 


.1 


ex*     nwttMri  B«x«Mii  DttteiiM     jriigtro 


5fl«        0Ofij«SFmt4l1) 


U#ibtt  r«4aj«« 


Tiha%4lM  C3#Xa, 


&«•      TMfltlMtfl  HlAi  ttMMl 


w«r«ii»« 


»4Bt}« 


B»yO|  zaXa^  rjmo 


r 
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IMIi  Al 


v..« 


r^httbo*  Bimaftt  ,jil7ii« 


•9»         2!*T   i^1ftj«0tfy    %^   ^ai^rMIS 


^mSUh  Kjig— fidf ,  f  oi4- 


Ho,   7  -^ 


Uctoter    8,   1929 


3 


The  Honorable 


AdIdlBOB  3,    Southard, 

Amerloan  Mlnieter  Resident  and 

Coneul  General, 

Addis  Ababa. 


Sir} 


The  Department  has  reeelTad  and  read  with  interest 


your  Despatch  Ho.   242  of  Anguet  15,   1929,  enclosing  a 
tentatiye  list  of  profincial  goTemors  of  Bthiopia. 
With  reference  to  yopr  comments  concerning  the 
difficulties  encountered  in  transliterating  Aaharic 

names  into  English,   there   is  enclosed  a  publication  ot 
the  British  Permanent  Conmittee  on  Geographical  laaes, 
which  it  is  belieTed  will  be  of  ase i^tanoe   to  jon.     The 
rule   of  the  United   States  Geographic  Board,   it  may  be 
added,    iB     to  follow     the  transliteration  system  of  the 
Permanent  ilSonimittee   on  Geographical  Barnes,   except   in  those 
cases   in  whioh  the  Board  has  made  separate  decisions.     Bo 
such  decisions  have  bd«n    taken  in  the  ease  of  Amharic  names 
and    for   practical  purposes   the   enclosed  publication  may  be 
eoneidered  as   representing  the  system  adopted  by  the  United 
States  Geographic  Board  with  reference   to  names   in  Sthlopia 


I  am.   Sir. 


—   '*'■* 


Tour  obedient  servant. 


For  the  Secretary  of  State; 


VA^P.C.G.B.    First  List   of 
ffftv^     Barnes    in  Abyssinia. 
|\\       Se4.0l4/4 
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Sear  ParJc: 


I 


I  anoloa*  a  oopy  of  a  clipping  troa  Xht  B««  York 
IIUSS  ot  Jnljr  31,  1»ET  antltlcd  "Oburob  9f  Ab/aalnla 
Turns  Toward  Rom*'*   •  source  and  writer  not   Indloated* 

The  art  ids  liaplles  the  existence  mt  a  Vat  loan 
polio/  harlng  as   Its  objeot  something  more  than  the 
aotlTs  pursuanoe   of  missionary  effort   or  the  establish- 
ment of  "a  modus  rlTendl  between  the  Churoh  of  Abyssinia 
and  the  Vatioan.**      If  I  interpret  this   implioation  cor- 
rectly,  this  suggested  new  policy  would  aim  ultimately 
to   establish  In  Ethiopia  a  uniate  church  recognised  and 
fostered  by  the  Prince  Regent. 

Such  an  obJectlTe  would  appear  to  be  practically  im- 
possible  of  achisTement  -  if  I  am  not  wrong  in  ay  latpression 
that   the  ▲bysoinian  Church  Is  traditionally  and  pfaetically 
a  "national**  church  firmly  entrenched   in  Its  hold   on  ths 


r 


James  Loder  Park,   lisqulre, 
American  Vice  Consul, 


people 


Aden 9   Arabia. 


* 


1.  -fw  *,'    k/ 


-E- 


p«opl«  and  root«d  in  th«  fimdaaszital  aoolal  atruotura 
tha  nation*     I  ahoald,  liowaTar,«aloosa  year  oouMnt  on 


thia  ankjaotL   In  tha  foxm  althar  of  a  peraonal  lattar  or 
of  an  offloial  daspatoh. 

ffa  hara  raad  with  onch  iDtaraat  yoor  racant 
asoallant  daapatchaa  en  *£aoial  Siaorimiziation  aa  AppXiad 
to  Sthiopiana**  and  on  tha  vacant  "Via it  of  tha  DoJca  of  tha 
▲bnsti  to  Addia  Ababa* **     Tha  lattar  aubjaot  ia  tha  point 


Aa  dipart  of  tha  anoloaad  artiola,  and  tha  a/ftiritiaa  of 


tha  aUagad  Yatioan  agant^  tha  "Abbd*  Bru/ardi*   zafarrad 


to  tharain  najr  auggaat  to  jon  a  Una  or  inquiry  «iioh 
joa  maj  eara  to  follow  in  oorraapondanca  with  jour 
Anarioan  frienda  at  Addia  Ababa*     1  nota  that  thara  ia 
na  santion  of  hia  nana  in  f  irat  ancloaora  to  your  daa* 


patoh  Bo 


v^ 


^•Ty  truly  yoara» 


Q.    Holland   Shav 


gnoloauro; 

Copy  of  olipping  froB 
tha  law  Tork  THUS  of 
Jaly  31,  1927  -  rafarrad 
to  aboTO* 


/ 


J 


!    .^!. 


Ffora  the  New  York  Times 


ib, 


'927 


vO 


ts^aLT*^ 


ijMligll  ^MMilnMy 


:S  sar-  i^tsr  "^ 


tft  .4B9i»ttla,  tlM  8UU  Htlgtm 
Ob»M«  tsirtarth  at  CitM.  th*  dot 


f«i|rtti.M»tety.  ItaM «««. ^th tlMl 


i 


WMi  wtrt  fought  te  miftftte'llite 


"        iu?r  »»•»  noacioL   TIU» 


tean 


^•fJS^tht 


!?r^ 


1 .    «  ^f 


^Jn. 


BO 


-^n-pJ^ 
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>^j^- 
^,">^^ 


potet  ^ 
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DOCUMENT  FILE 


'<i',r- 


NOTE 


864,5046/20 


Letter 


FROM 
TO 


Aden 


/       rVTiC 


Parle 


.)  DATED ...Qgfe.tA.?<l: 

I— liar  aro 


REGARDING: 


Abyssinian  religious  system*  Article  fron  New  T«ric 
TIMB8  regarding  alleged  Sgaiah  propenaitiea  of  the  iSa^ 
C^niroh  of  Tltal  import ands  and  it  oolleoting~press  obi 
arid  art  idea  on,-* 


fp 


*^.'V  .->  . 
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DOCUMENT  FILE 
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864.01/6 


FOR 


#•» 


FROM 
TO 


Abystial* 


(..?~*^.* )  DATED  J^„>M??« .... 


NAME 


1— 11J7    OPO 


REGARDING: 


th#  Bthiopiaa  0tat«  oliureb»  Monophjslt^  Christianity^ 
at  the  hMtd  of  irtiiob  it  nonially  a  Coptic  prioat  of 
■orptian  origin  knoim  as  tha  Abouna,  oriMding  (i 
influonoo* 
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It  allettld  t>«  Ml«  ttet  tki«  ^mmip^t^h  is  not  llBit«4 
by  ttm  0bs«rvati«M  saA  •xp*rl««ft«s  of  loy  ^t^s«at  ««»» 
jpftzvtiirwly  bri«f  —jtmm  tevs*     a«  tlMi   Dopartntrnt  1«  mmtrm 
I  hATO  MTtna  tints  Ti«it»4  KtMopia.     iQr  first  visit  ws« 
•IsTsa  7«srs  sirs*     9imm  thsn  I  ksvs  stiidis4  StlUspis  titmk 
^ruriotts  s»4^ss«     I  Imits  ksnrd  anA  siMilasA  irsrisu*  ssso«ats 
•f  ths  fom  sad  asaasr  s#  ftastisniag  sf  tiM  Q>fini—it» 


I  do  aot  oatiioly  s«roo  with  aagr  sso  of  th—,     TIOs  doojotoli 
is,   tiMroforsy  ngr  owa  is%or!>iotsti«a  bsso4  vpoai 


porissoo  sad  opportaaitj  tlMui  Ims  booa  sff^srdod  say  otiMir 


ABoriosa  or  aost  '^rafssiio  for  siatlsr  sta^ 


t  obssnrsrs  scroo  thst  tao  i«lor  of  Ktkiopia 


oily  sad  ooFfootty  aso  tlio 
aadorstood  ozyrasoioa  of  <*X*otot  o^aot  asi«"     Tids  covo 
t  is  sa  sbsolttts  asaavolKy*     1%b  sbooXmtiiM  Ism 


U«  fras  tias  to  tiw  Mdiflod  aoooHliac  to  «bs  stroadtk  or 

s  of  tte  tvsaty  priaoipsl  raXors  of  ststos  or  pro* 


viaooo  aaHiad  ap  tto  «Miao«     portioiasr  a«ition  ai«kt  bo 


■sdo  in  tliis  sosBootioa  of  the  posorfal  i^os  Hsila  w)io  laloo 
tho  Isreo  sad  rioli  vtotom  i^roviaoo  of  qsdjii     nso  laooa 


(mid  soaaia  to  both  tia  rriaao  io«oat  sad  ^^m'Ooo)  of 
tbm  proTiaoo  of  ralalo*  aoriii  of  A.4dis  «bs^,  is  alao  a 


1^  ralor  of  ^^alfeaitp  aorth  of  Lato  Taaaa,  ia  aaid 


' » 


ba  bo  aadar  itaXiaa  doalastioa  yU  Kvitvoa  (b^ 


■aialy  of  boaipy  **ba«kateoali* )  aad  aot  to  roofoot  tba 


t  as  bo  ifcoald»    T%i»  aaaa  isastk  applios  bo 


bat  laoooTt  aartbsra  xiOava*    wmmtrnw^  tkia  aoEbJoat  of 


«- 


4 


f' 


3  « 


IttXlMi  iatriipM  Mi  \afi\mm  lu  tte  wortk  mill  b«  mill 


%U 


that  «1X  9«v«r  U  ia  th^  ^mmU  of  tlio  Mmtfitl.  viOon    Ul 
tiM  laaat  ^^  ^^  P^Oflo  oM  oil  tliilr  profortart 


iB  tiwoiy  to  tlio  nOor*    iio  osoootito^  oo  oou  oo  tHo 
lodloiol  o»d  tiM  loololatiiM  povoro  of  cototwo&t  ojo  ia 
bit  or  hmr  lyuiio*    Tbo  (Hiljr  Uaitotloa  io  port  pool »  aot 
logol«     19m  i>mvlBOlol  rwlmr*  oto  in  torn  obselott  is  tboiv 
ooA  pxovlBOOa  MHJoot  to  tho  vlll  of  Qm  ooa;trol 
'*kia^  of  Uiso***    "Qimjf  aro  ok  oooooioo  oiiffiolotttlt 


to  obsttrto  only  Mm  fxtmot  oVoiioooo  to  %tm  oostyol  jnilosr* 
dot  otrooe  or  oook  tlMy  ootolly  oootrol  oooorttng  to  tiioiv 
P>rtttio1  iioot  oU  %>o— hoo  oCteloool  gtnnrmmmX  iri»t]ior 
odaiAlotrotivot  Jitdiolftl  or  fiaoaoiol* 

It  tlwulA^  of  oottreOf  \m  r— irtc4d  ttet  tlio  ftoiol 


•yttOB  prcvoils  wtfo  or  Xooo  to  tkio  4oy  in  stidopia*    Thot 


fOoltQT  to  hXM  iaao4ioto  okiof*  ooA  oaly 


iodirootljr  to  thooa  hi^^^or  up  Oo  and  iaolodiog  tko  baad  of 
tbo  oontral  KOVoavoHit*    Bat  tM  lattor  if  Im  ia  atroo^^ 


ao  vaa  tlka  lato 


II*  omroiaoo  Ilia 


diraatly  orar  oil  tkio  pooplo*  iadividoally  aad  ooUoati^Olyt 


if 


of  too  oaotiol  joiiiiMotiO  iot  io  tovm» 


aoiblo  to  oook 


OTorj  KtOiopioo*  AM9  aobjoot 
aad«  la  ttao*  rooalvo  oadioooo*  Amto  oto  oloo  oortoia 
aotioaal  dayo  of  fOootiivt  or 


5 


} 


vr 


• . 
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vltlioiit  tm^T  of  pua&sLnieat*    Ttil«  fitibtur*  of  »fwi»ll* 
itgr  t»  Ail  ftBd  minAi7  is  ia  these  iK>4er!:  aays  ;i»*oy1jic  a 
cvt&t  bordtn  to  tkm  rul#r  and  7r«v«Bt«  Ida  A^vetine  nflvt 
ef  )ULa  XUm  to  th«  croatty  aaA  aAtionaX  pvptAmim  of  ototo 


Tho  pr^ooat  raprwna  mlor  of  Kthioplo  Ic  wilMny 
tho  i£X9r«o«  2MiAlt««  dm«i|^t«r  of  tho  loto  tuul  groot  anoXok 
II«     Tho  o«%itaI  y«Io7  is  His  Biporiftl.  Hl«haooo«  TtHtfi 
llftkOBxittay  wlio  has  Hio  offlolal  tltlo  of  :  rlaoo  H^coAt  aaA 
mir  \9pa7oat  to  tko  throne  of  f^thiopla*     All  t«aiBto« 
O0M08  to  and  pasooo  through  lila  han^  alttoa^^  ia  ^hm^irf^ 
but  sot  al«a|a  in  pirQOti«o«  b»  mic*.  oonaiilt  tbo  Maproao 
bo  lore  aaidn^  doolaiioas  ia  muKj  not  torn* 


The  oa«ln«  iato  ^onttr  of  Bar  r^joatj,  I'aaAitttt  uiiA 
of  ills  Xiiporlal  Hic)UM«B»  l«i)tri  trnkmuamm^  aa  a  roo«lt  of 
the  ouatla,^  of  H^fsoltk^p  graalooa,  Li  J  Tum^  ia  If  1ft,  iMio 
booa  diseasooa  la  4«tail  ia  Tariooo  doapatolMo  oa  filo  la 


the  oepartaaat  whloli  I  ovoto  ia  1910-M  oiMm  Coooal  at 


Adaa«     It  1*0  tTm99tf9  tfcwiclit  aftt  aoo^aoayy  to  co  off«r 


aeaia  In  tlOa  ftoofoitoli  ttet  o«MiriMt  laastkgf  aaoowit*    !• 
tNlready  at«to4  tlN  imigMi  ia  tte  iaaiktar  9t  tte  lata 
i4MMUk«    Tafiun  ia  the  ai«    of  ttaa 


aov  doaaaaaig  il»  aaa  a  ftrot  eoaaia  aaft  MStor  af 


^ 


By  the  yoToitttioii  of  liift  tfea  sofTenaMit  «aa  d 


lata  tte  haafto  af  a  UlwiHatft#    TImoo  v««a  Wftftitm  m 


rofgaaaatiag  tk»  Mailiii  IMtiaa*  TiaHdri  aa 

tfea  mimamm  pftrlire  uid  tte  yjlmrail  Bayta  oiftviia  ^^Mk 


raypaooatias  batli  %te  MwMlilr  aai  aUltaty 


otattlft  Oftft 


A.: 


*  »  • 


^ 


liiais%«r  of  iftr,  tli«  ns^JutaaUli  Knildu  abftt*^  di4  not 
•«M  ltt%«  his  pQ««r  mm  on*  of  ^o  orl«j^laftX  swerAiae 

fkm  'mpwrnmrn  msA  thm  PtIbcmi    (sgsAt  mxm^  la  j:acm« 

«lai«%«r»  •oiiXA  Ab#olut4iX/  Mmtrol  ti)«  m'^^rmmmU    ttflgr 
•r«  ■•t,  teMi^Tvrt  ttBit-3d  mM  ihrnrm  is  no  •&•  ftaiiliajr  vith 
tiU«  ••ttAtry  «h«  MJi  ••<  thAt  sis*li  w&iosi  vault  b«  f — jlito 


Ttoir  iadividml  •r  p«r»Ofud  iBt«r«»t«  a]\>  %om  ammh  ia 

rii«t* 

On«  of  th9u«   fsXlowa  luis  th^  tXXlm  mt  :iiai««9X  •f  tte 
?riirjr  :iejLl  vhlah  hti«  at  xi»m»  b#«n  •«3\ilTiU.«st  to  %to  xmak 
•nd  9«w«r  of  .iImi  Mini c  tor*    Mis  y/fmmr  is  iior«»ly 
Hft«  Tftfuri  is  his  Qf«m  Priao  ntftistor.     or*  %m  pgrnm^tmrn, 


1m   MHfeiftM    thO    ftBMtiOB   of    fTiSOO   ttO|pMit  Vitk   that   ftf 

Prist  Miaistor  ia  fsiet  to  Titr  imjoiitTt  tho    upMas* 

?voxT  affair  of  sc.T«rmiDt  oonds  flrat  to  ahat  ai^t 

to  aaXIoA  th»  '*raai«t  GoumaiX"  oaaaiatin/i:  noa  OAly  mt  tho 

JSmpn^mu  aaA    Ttnim  Hogont* 

Aaj  affaiJp»  aooording  to  ito  aatarOf  asy  to 


i>7  mm  "tatojriar  t3««ntil*  ffj—t  by  oalliw^  ia  Daa  xaaaa  if 


ho  ia  ia  tha  aity  at  th«*  tlM»   to^ethar  vitL  tha  haaA  «f 
tht  sharah*  tha  aiaiat^r  of  tba  Aoyartaaat  aaaaana 
oao  othar  aiaiator*    Thia  aatea  a  total  of  aix  aaA 


tto  fiaataat  Matiat3faU<ia  of  povar  ami  taflaiaaa  paaaihla^ 
i^tkiafU  haa  a  sU^o  tlwralt  (iMtophyaito  Gktfla%lai^%) 


aa&  tto  haad  of  it  to    i  i— Uj  4  Oiftio  yrlaat  mt  y^jifHat 

M  tm  h^mamm  wmmk^  ia  iJNMi  tai 


saaitu 


•  •  - 


Ifcwmiwi  9rl««t«  Mftt^rvd  tkroonhout  tiM  — iMHifi 


••  % 


te«  B»K  fit  tHi«a  app»iat«6  t]»  fMMAt 


ly 


in 


te«%sr  is  ftlM^  ftR  isthl^Ua  mU  kMm  ^  tlw  UUi  itf 


Mif 


tlM9t  ia  ftlfto  Vati  t02t«li«3r»%l'm  1Imi% 


•r  ikuiiH  Urn  U»  la  •flii«%f  %Im  lair  af  Uit  UbA« 

_ _  I 

8^0014  %hU  tfMillfd  ''iHtiHloar  OmmsU**  af  six 

f<(Nl  %•  ft  9UU  largir  *CflilB«U  of  StaittttA,*'    tikfts  Ia 
b«4r  •%  j*Mim$  lMte<lM  BoniMa  llimlitirft  mt  "mai^  Tt&^Um^ 
X]i%ftri«r»  P«U1«  ^^•cte*  AgritalteMt  rUMB9«««  FMt»  H 


t  wiH^  Um  friaM 


«ki  OtvrK 


«M  3iFfmMHr  if  A4«U  ii%ili«  «ki  Qdif  if 


MiMNttaft  Ks 


..  1 


on 


•  •till  \MiTtsm  ^mmk  cottBtil< 


«f  iM^  Mf  %• 


if  i%i«% 


W 


*4. 


im  m&% 


••» 


•^< 


4 


^  ^. 


"T^i 


.1 


•  ?  - 


u 


Ajqr  •f  !]»••  •o\aicil«  sa^  ref«7  •  antWr  of  ita% 
%kmf  ••Qftlter  t#«lHilMd  iap(»>^j[i<i0  or  aftituro  %»  «  "littlt' 


cMposed 


l>ivM%or8  of  Borwras***    fids 


%Mr  idclL%  b«  Millo&t  In  tlM  bo»t  inuMltttloB  froa  tlw  ju»- 
teH«  ftfiiUAVi#«  tlM  *Cii1iiioii  of  Dlrootoro  of  iHmlt trios*** 

tlULo  ropapoooato  tko  oosj^to  naolLlaorj  for  boadlUc 
MQT  Bottor  of  iiotloBol  olioxc;otor  or  Inporta&oo  la  flftlopla* 
3E«t  vbotiTor  4btololoa  «ay  of  t!w  Tariouo  oowioilt  aoy  takt 

Rio  IlBporiol  Biit^ftooo«'  iko  Ps^inoo  nocost.    ftirYlior  ar  WW 


,1 


tor  to  iilMotroto  fhio  oyit«i  tMvo  io  otto^od  teffttt  a 


la  oaoh  of  tho 


r^ 


looo  oolf  o#atalaot  ntttto 


KiacAoMi*'  or  proriaooo  of  tlu  s«plro  tliort  oxloto  a 
t  otaiior  MottoA  af  voaalTiae  affkiro  of  oUto*    Of 


0009009  tlioro  io  «!••  tho  oitaotioa  wtero  the  aoro 
oratio  pforviaolol  ivXar  ooakiaoo  ia  kiaoolf  all 

'^Covaoilo*'*     If  iM  io  stroae  onoagh  tlMro  io  a* 
aoy  kdLa  aaj^* 

a  af  all  thooo  "ooiviaila'^t  aotioaal  ov 


iMVotitavy  ar 


w    ^F^l^^^^  ^N^aia  ♦  w^M^MHBflMv 


mUtwmm  A|Km  a*t  tsUit  ia  stULatia*    Hm  flatai 

ara  %f 


It  af  ttoir 


Za  atter  aaiPia  tfeay  liava 


of 


^ 


ir 


U 


W 


. »    ■*'■»■• 


ff 


«  •• 


.  t 

it  njr»t  UMikski  it  Ki^t  MiA  «l»t  %ia»  <|>lm  «M&A 


ffnrmmH  iltt^tmamBm  «Mic  tM  p««]px«  M^prtslag  Hm  t»yiiwa 

This  »ituutia&»  «md  tit.  px««tl09  of  thm  ritmm  n»t»at  Is 
rvQulrlae  that  •wry  itntttr  (frtat  or  fliiXX  ibalX  MB*  ts 
his  ntt«ntion»  $l9mn  up  tkt  traaMbttioa  9i  all 


-  i 


Am  «»d»r9taaAlJif  of  tlOs  •jr9t€«  will  «!••  i>l«to  ifiy 


*. 


•IMft  ^«tt«VS  AC   IflM  Tmmi  onit  ^  1«7  of  illMtC«ti««« 


al^Jkt  rvMSoimllar  **■€  alQAg  •▼•r  A  — amUf  hl«  fCgtiJ  tf 


ii9rs«tistloA«     Tho  ;::tkiepi«a  is  a*t  tgr 


td  Iwatla  jottt^M  •f  aagr  •0rt«     nib  tlUa  systiA  •f 
••atil  Min«iA«r«tioA  Qt  ttniiiitB  tto  ttat 

still  Bsrs  sXsstlc  em€  Isss  l^p^rtsAt* 


ttM  Prinss  BtsMtt  l»  itiilstts  amd  prtgysaiit  la 


hi  a  t«iid«a«i€Ni«    it«  »spr«s«  is  «flM«*ll7  o«tts«r««i%iTs  tai 
r*ssti«aAxy#    iste  v^vicms  tivriaaisl  nUbsrs  sii  lOjlMv 


'. 


fN»f»iMi«ftt  •ffisiAla  bslMit  sitbcr  to  tte  *i«rtf  of 
^ifVttM**-'«qr  to  tks  '*9srt7  of  tfet  ?risM«<*    HO*  MM»t  la 
•ff*«t,  ttet  Hmj  •ffotst  taA  istrifM  s^UjMtt  •Mb 


ia  tbs  ^^nmm  oaaaaftl*  aai  tvafMstty 


■  % 


m 
^*^ 


-  «  • 


•r  less  &££iljiat   Xh^,-  In'troauatioi;  oi'  f^reica 
fUmiiM  «»&  aoiem  prp^tre««  late    tlilo;;la«    tlMir  htMi% 

p^Xttlool  e&A  ttJTltartal  a^nprdaeloa  tejr  «M»r%«iii  kmrayMJi 
po«»r«*     tb«y  poiat  to  vhat  lfll«x  ooa£l4<r  t.ttM|^%a  9€ 
Xklti  sort  la  r»»#Bt  diie«daa  Iqr  Eritaln^   ^raaa«  aat  Italy* 

Tke  ^ln(M  T^aat  dtalras*  on  tha  ottt^r  )iaa4# 
h9V«  hlHlmaTs  aaA  otbor    ublla  «or)ca  •oaatmatttAt 
fHotarla^  ladaotvy  ••t  i^t  «>^  cUmix  aatlvitiaa  Iwiitag 


to  tV   A^vaXdpaaat  af  this  •aaiit^'y  wlta  11a  i  — iliBlilia 

9 

rldlmas    of  natural  raaouiaaa*    Hi  I0  ^r^^m^H^  gaiaiag 


la  lanu^aea  aaft  u«ialAaral>la  proc^Mas  haa  %aitt  aki*  ta 
tka  paat  fit*  «r  aiz  yaiom* 


Vovartlvalaaa  aaoH  atif  in  th«  aaaamia  i,iiagi>ai  af 
tbt  omintry  is  aeaespilslMd  oal/  aftor  41tflmaiQr»    Tim 


m^raaa  aaA  ter  party  oppaae  aaok  nrnw  BtffgtmM  a  tltf 
•t  piaatiaa*    na^itlaas  tte  rrlAM  i^act&t  la  a¥la  t«  aim 


tSiaa  0T«r»    rh^  fa^xas^  la  MMk  aaia  iaaliaai  ta  Tlaa 
vlth  f%tar  %'m  px^paaalr  of  aatloaaXa  af  atbair  tlwi 
»rlttla«  P»aaaa  ar  Italy*    It  ia  aaialy  oa  tlOa  l^ala  HhkI 


/jwrlaaat  aM  la  tvmit  aai  that  ira  wm^  1mm  mm*  tapi  if 


ptsrtialpatlas  ia  ii*  sine*  liifirtaat  atafa  tmt 
«i9l»ltati'Mi  9f  StMlliU* 

r!tlii«piaa  ps»Hi«as  anA  yfUm  yaia^  ait  f«if 


• 


^; 


-1 


aim  iba  awnwwdlw 


4 


>  •    ••. 


mt  U  »iUt^a  «•  vaaaiVii  %  SMf  •«  tt»  iMMili 


.  'i 


\ 


r 


'  •'^y 


.i^iV-  •'  .»^ 


^.,* 


t 

» 


•» 
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I 
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-  14)  - 


Iji  «ilap4Wtamt  and  what  1«  not  don«  iodt^ 
$mt  mM  v»ll»  im  tiMiir  oplnloiuit  b#  done  tmxt  ^MtiP* 


In  paeslae  1^>  ahouiA  *!••  Im  rofKarkoA  tluit  SM^  •f 


tk«  aimlct^rs  h«r«islMifar«  sic&tloaed  are  ouaJn  ttaXj  is 
■•»••     TIM  lli»l»t«r  •f  \t«r  Is  fairly  rdul*     The  llial«t«r 
•f  \grlouXtar«y  for  liutcuio^t   Is  iaox«  or  lass  a  tigfom 
tead  as  tliaya  Is  no  aatUAlly  functioaln?  i:epartasait  of 
AgrlouXtttre.     ^riiaro  ar^  no  publla  works,  tut  tharo  Is  a 
Mialatar  with  a  portfolio  oo  dasl^aatail*     the  mnlstor  of 
Fioamoaa  Is  aors  or  lass  aa  a«oountant  for  thm  Prliioo 
Ra^OAt*     TIks  lattar  aollaota  and  is  tha  o\istodia&  of  all 
voTOBoa  viiioli  avamtnolly  roaolMa  thm  omitral  fciiTi>nMMii%» 
Mo  poynaiita  ara  nada  rithovt  his  0*!C«     Tha  ViaiatJT  of 
lAdoatry  l^  Coanoroo  Ofpoam  BAlnly  ooooar^el  ^iHk  tkm  ool* 


Xootioa  froa  tlud  Fnuioo»L;tiLlopia&  Railway  of  the  aUtio  of 
proflta  duo  tlw  F.tlkioplan  aoTsrsssnt*     it  taai.  no  statiotioo 


OS  swinroi  and  laAoatr:^  and  iz>  U2iable  to  gi^ra  aay  l»» 


fOrnatioii  aa  to  t!>o  statue  of  ooiuaoroa  ^ind  iBdtiotry*     Tim 


lOniotor  of  tlw  Istorior,  vitli  viMa  I  om  woll  iiijWUIifl 
offooxo  to  hava  no  ^eTfiolal  d«tioo* 

flia  oxiatotioo  ot  thia  §f9n^  of  a&nlators  lo  ttaH;M 
to  ba  duo  mialj  to  tM  Prlaoo  nsjonf  o  doalro  to  ^ 


tko  ontoartt  fMao  of  ci^ifnBMt  oo  fwoicpMV*  now  Vmm^ 


OortalBlj  tko  aialottra  IoIm  m  otera  of  oork  off  h$M 
•iMildoro*    om  tko  o— tioty  auur  •t  timm  m«  a 


■( 


•1 
1 

1 


to  ld»  umw^  Of  ftoir  M%ira«  it  wmUmim^  i 

■■(feitiM  t«  tanti  o  aioM  ^r 


XH  bviof  tko  omwwmmX  «f  ttfeUf lo  io  fir  fiMUoil 


'A 


i 


»» 


f 


1 

if 


-  11  - 


\ 


tli«c..<«  itiMM  »•«■•%#  ismtmti 


•aid  iof  IXy  U»t  tka    jqjsM**  tttv^r  ptopm»— 


""^.rv 


•Itter  »rlyia«Hjr  «r  to  •«wWt  a  jiA'^tfaaltiam  fi«a 


PTimm  ii^m^tm     siM  »«r«ly  •kjaata  mat  aaat  te 


^  9snNMk»t«i  «ii«^  s^r  i«  amuU  or  mutyj  ■•aa>il«g  t» 


•    T%a  lYlaa*  Rofonit  is  ««a«a«mbXa  %•  m»  mm  •tiMP 
tha«  %o  thm    ■nr— ■ ,     TlMTt  ia 


at»urt9  a»  aeaailtntl— • 

Baaamaa  of  hia  •osk  «yatlv«  j««tk  (a'o^at  \i$  yMTs) 


t^  Jhrliiaa  ^axmt  Im*  not  yat  aaa^oiiiAtod  th<»  pmmr  i^ 
tlM  aafttrai  caiwnaaast  avax  Uw  prorlaaas*     This  •■ill  It  A 


•avttvhat  with  tha  iaaaaaa  or  tha  :-aipayaro  Haw  a  iafc  n«     TiM 
fi'liaoa  Ka««mt  la»  fcat^avar,  aakiaA  aMtH  pr«Kf>aa»  ia 


bmilAia^  Um  pavar  at  vka  aamiiaX  mwainaat  aai  it  ia 


jti'^tebla  that  if  aftA  vlaa  te  aiwaaia  %a  tto  tivia*  mt 


ZMiditii  IM  Will  )»s«9U]r  Miilata  %l»  asaaJLlaBi 

]Hi«ia  aa  Priata  ()•§•«%«     Oa*  by  a^a  teriac  Hw 


*   ^  ? 


yaara  kare  railaa  tl»  .^roTiaaiai  alOara  afyaaaA  %a  ItfA* 
tfaiura  ava  Vat  faw  iaft  ^n4  aaaa  ayyaitioa  aa 

%  ia  fUTan  ailA  atvaagtlb  aaailly  »aaa,aaa  tiMf  asa 
<*ianr  af  %ia 


iai««a  )Mi4  yaaitiaaa  ataa  %gr 


3m  fiaatv  alaaa  ava 


m 

r 


•  » 


-  IS  - 


Li  %o  mate  ftXi  yafoTlA9lAX  rttl*rc  appoiatlT**     s«ie  ttf 
%•  ttaift  o<^iitraX  so^axviiaat.     la  a  fnir  inAtaaod^  tlM  «iiia 


XiM*  AT  Hm  nOiag  Huallsr  f%Il««     sosMtiass  th^r*  svt  othMr 
xx^nj^     TI10  dontral  eov-rnnvnt  then  tahas  o<m*  %Im  proriaM 
and  ay^inU  *  ralatr* 


Hm  laler    isaparor  fiSaattliA:  tras,  f6y  lastanaa*  haraftltary 


nler 


tar  of  all   :t)U.oria  lad  baaane  '^Iclof  oX  kla^''^  or  Idnc 
or  all  tha  pravinalal  rvlara*     At  ona  tlaa  or  anollMr  la 


tha  kliitory  or  £1^ia]^l»  it  has  bappatiad  tfaat 

Tiaalal  kla&  «oa.^4  aaaort  klc  atraaieth  oiFax  all  Hit  •%&«» 

aad  baaaua  Ho.  i  Icings  or  :?av9«vor* 

Aa  pra^^aat  ^rlBM  nagoat  of  iwiOdopla  itfiarltad 
larga  aaA  rlah  p«0irlBO«^  of  Harrav  ftOBi  Idjiffatter, 
Raa  MdeoiiBca*    Tb*  la  t  tar  iraa  glTaa  tiMi  pra¥iaaa«  vMali 
la  UonUm^  \if  fteaalak*  hia  oeuala,    D»  fta— I 
Aaa^tar  of  Kaaalaki  U  t!»  wifi  of  Raa  (Xicaa  <iHi» 


-*-t 


klas  or  rular  of  0«&4aT«  Otto  of  tko 


daa£  of  tlM  Qvlro*     f^tt  atata  roaatna  fea  l»a 
froi  tha  aapraaa*    l%a  Prlaaa  Hof^at  aa  kair 


tlarana  aatarally  vovlA  aat  liaH  tto  aaaaaaaiaa  la  ^  wmr 


yoaaUlt  Urth  of  atdLUraa  %a  1^ 


All  yaaai^la  rUlui  of  that  haira 

Ihaaa  pmrlnaUl  ralara  saatraUy  mr  tri%«ta  la  \ 

thaarr  ^  tha  ft^fMaa*  &bA  i«  afCMt  to  tte  ?ttaaa  sa«aill«         i 

•i 


Tha  Xattar  haa  fair  mmm  yaara  Waa  fid«tlT 


r 


I 


r. 


i 


•  X8  - 


mm  v«t«  repiAo«*bl«  b;  tidl^r«xitd  OjT  ixJL^  o«a«     Out  of  IU« 

poiii^iMMt  of  him  •»»  In  Xmi»  DMitMnutok  jmmX%k  jtmtm^  m 
rmr^  abltt  amxi^  ms  ml  or  of  Um  gxttei  prsTlut^w  fiJT  Kidrtiftft 
TlM  ))»d4«Baa  tall  :Alol^>r.»  a  faTorlto  eujouoL  o;^  tfii*  Iftts 
MNMlsk  froa  vlMA  lib  reo«lT»4  ite  nOerfr^iii*  mt  di*  ri^tk 
oouatTjT  of  :  idnjao,  w^«  raoo&tly  nMuamtrtrvd  out  of  htm  J9to 

Tklr.  pr«.ctlo*  of  <impm*>\ut^  h«r«dlt«ry  pr';.vlMoinl  i?ul*^& 

hAt.  b«9n  ;iUo«06«AULiy  >  •atiJBUAd  aad  t&di:y  Codj«&  Ix 
pruattoallj'  the  onlj^  iMp^rttat  proTiae*  r«taiaJUig  a 
b^iiiAliary  ruXor.     xJLl  of  wkiieh  mkos  for  %lw  •totrficlrtloa 

la^  of  ihc  ooatr^X  ^o\  rtmmiX  aad  akoalA  roaalt  in 
a,««Q03ral  good  of  M^a  cwuitr^* 


t^ 


von  tho  apt^lated  i«l«ro  l^aTo  tliolr  toiagptati 


7«  piovsat  alsohlaf  frga  br«vla£  aU  prorlaoial  mlara 

&rd  ,'€r'lo410f.lly  la  taara  lavitod  la  tlui  oomo  of 

to    oais     Mtft  "for  H-koaforoaoo***     ttey  aio  toiy%  fiitf*!  * 

cdlitftpjito  i^riot  tmiow  %olac  posaittod  %o  9m 

provluoftti*     Thi»  )c«op«  %iM«  in  toaoh  with  tft» 

uYmont  uitl  ^jroaica  tiM  MBtliaaty  of  tlioU*  ooutfil 

tlM  pi^iriaoot  V^f  mXo*    All  of  tbtoo  rmlmta  im%m^§m  « 

oertaia  auftt^^r  of  tvoopo  ttmm  nkioli  tlw  aorttoiip 

lofioo  ia  tia»  #f  tM?  or  mMLUas*    Btii  f«l*r  trt» 


imto  A44ia  xMba  ^viaoO  «mmI1#  tM  th&MW  *ai  Mjcr 
of  tta  tr«i99*    tliia  offm  •&  <itoii»a  1^  teflig 
<art«Ui  isfoaU«i%o«  l]Qr  acMte  •f  «ko 


^•1 


f! 


V 


.A       ' 


• » 


•  14  - 


ff 


thiopia  it  at  prooottt  oOBi,tit\it«d  ta  •  falrlj 


smdl  r«Xat*ti  t^xTltofy  »JiA  aoo«U  onXy  tt*  Aof  l»fi%  •f 
provliiolal  kieHwiys  «ad  pvti^i  no«&o  of  eooaiuiiottloa  to 
o^asoXidftts  it  OM^lotoly*     att'ooixioa*  1a  t\m  piwiatM 
oooipr  X^m»  md  !••«  fro^ontly  a«  hortAitaiy  ntlmrm  mam 

Iavoatiemtian«  ar^^  ash  "b^inq  autdortakOA  bf  thin  •#- 
floo  to  obtAia  AppMxiMati  flettroa  aa  to  tlio  aiXitmiir 
ttr^A^tby  «aet«r  •f  vifl«a«  Ata*,  of  tba  varloHA  prvrtBtAA 
T)ii0  datAy  irfaaa  eollAAtad,   ailX  forji  Urn  aubjaot  of  a  a«p-> 

'TiMit  tl»  iriaoa  Af::Ant  is  hlr;ltX/  iatoUieaAt,  AAtatOf 
aVIa,  AipPSAAblo  AaA  ^aatt  iA  tbo  sood  fortatao  mi  IliU^j^* 
)f«t  ocLLy  hAA  ha  thm—  ^yaXiti^a  b«t  tea  is  pAttfiteif 


aXoiis  mMava  OAOQoniA  XittaA  ajid  AypaiAntly  jiTtf  gg  %• 
AAA  HiA  foAAV  and  imlXuaMM  to  drlAg  about  tUft  diffi&Af* 


tt^it  or  tJiiA  viilMAt  riiHatalna  VBAxyloltAd  mxmtk  m€ 


^«iitioa  ia     iiUo]^  ooatiavaa  to  .jvoa  a 


Tkovt  ««a  for  •«■•  fmmrm  a  f«ao%i«i  ao  ta  vtotlMv  ka 

RAsaat  aai  laftv  iffavaat  ta  ttea 
rrvalatiia  mt  lllAa    b«%  kt  iMia 


1 


"^'J 


i 


-  IB  - 


tut  oat  oiort  ttt«p  or  qtM*%lon  to  the 
fttiMi  of  Ilia  povor  at  suprwao.nU.or  of  ntiii^pia^  ijia  t^ 
oooflMtlitUrtiiiit  of  tlM  oooaoilo  aodormliolklon  of  tlio 
oouAtry*    This  flaal  quootion  vlXX  bo  his  obllity  to  oo» 
trol  tito  forooo  of  oppoaittoa  and  upoot  whloh  will  bo 
looood  with  tls«  dootli  of  %h»  ^aiprooo*    Tbo  lottor  lo  tm 
ill  iMolth  aad  bar  pa  ^  onol  pKysiaiaxia  ao/  tbat  alM  will 
llkaiy  llTO  a  fov  yoart;  loasar  at  «oot« 


AH  oarly  floopatob  rill  dieauaa  tho  variooa  brottOteo 
uu  iBdivlduola  of  th^:"  proooBt  i^tliiopiaa  royal  fMiily* 
wiUi  apooial  rofaroBOtt  to  i^aoiblo  olaiMuita  to  tlte  tliri— 
im  tlM  oraat  of  tbo  d^^th  of  :ior  ^Joataft  tiM  n^prooo 


I  bovu  tlio  iMaoar  to  W»  sir. 


To«ur  oboAiOBt  aoi^f«lt.tt 


mniator  Rooidomt  oAd 

coaoul  ooaoral* 


1  SMloottrtt 


♦-»— 


'  •  isAii'.S:: 


mmufcmKPJ  to 


IlAT^yk 


tiM  ij^mtmt  ^mmmiX  hae  •  p« 


Bax  i4ftj««%3r,  tto  ?J^9«e«  >'«ttdit«t  sad  of  Hla  luparial  lfi«)i< 
••«  tiM    TiMi9%  ^mm^t  «lio««  auM  is  xatarl  n^kmnmm* 

rim  laWrlor  cotuMtl  Inolmdas  al»«ya  tti«  «bo¥«   ttro»  with 


lUUMM. 


o«id  ooiuila  to  both  zattditn  uttl  Tafurl  &»i  k*«f»r 


•f  tlM  4*90Md  Li  J  Y 


^^  ItokUcat  (or  4bqMi  if  tliera  ia 


)  ••  lMji4  of  iito  •tat<'  oteurolit  aai 


or  tvo  iiiJiistora  pro* 


••■t  by  iiiTltotloa*     Tim  lattor  wmjf  b«  invliod  booouae  of  r.poo* 
loX  lA%ortiot  in  %bo  aotter  vador  Al»<>i&»siMi,  or  luoroiy  booonso 
tlM    -iqn^os  or  rYiaoo  i^a  ont  flada  thiir  o«i|>«iiy  o^sroooULo* 
t)m  csounoll  of  «ll»i.  tors  U  fiilrly  woil  flxad  in  mmlmr^ 


■kip*     Tboro  ar>'  four  op  ioaol  ploooa*     TlMoo  oro  ummIIj  f il* 
lod  Iqr  iaritation  to  offl<»oro  •pooioXiy  iatorosiod,  or  ooooHl* 


iai;  to  tiM  oaicoaoioo  of  tho  portioalar  oitootloa* 

tlM  Ooaoml    'Ooaoili   it  aay  bo  aoto4t  h^»  oo  fiaod  wii^iii 
oalj  tliroo  offioiolo*     The  so  ara  tko  Ifiaiatar  of     oroi«a  Af» 
fiairot  tho  akiof    >oovo%av*y  of  tho  Palaoo^  »na  tha  kaatiba 
(ooToraor  of    dAio    WW)*     fhm  lattor  is  iafXaaatJal  boooaoa 
ha  oor,  trola»   for  potoatisl  alXitaiy  parpoaoo^  tho  mwtmX 
thottaaad  man  aakia^  «p  tha  Ai4lla  Ahoho  polioo  ff^iroo*     AlX  othov 


flaooo  on  this  09mHX  oro  fUIo4  b/  iavitiac  la 


•f 


iaflaaatial  Kooao  ar  Do4JaaMfhoo  aa  aoy  ho  ia  iMMm  Ahaha 
asf  hh^t  apaoial  iatoraato  ia  tho  oah^t  «Mtar 
noo  ia  tho  hirhoat  titio  b^^atoooA  bj  tho  '^thiaflfta 
iai«a«     Utoialtx  it  aeoao  «*Bta«*  ar  *chAof"«     It  ahy 

'^PrlBoa'.    Tho  laxt  aoat  l^H^taat  titlo  t* 


3ad>— fh»  vhloh  ia  atanllj  iatoryrotai  oa 
a&Utiiy  siAo,  mad  oa  thd  •iHX  sido  oo  '*Diiio 


t  ptmUmU^ 


aro  oithMT  lias  or  i)o4 
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13ttk«  Itatt  MWitlta  kM  ^Ma  m4t  oi  tht 


mt^9fwb4KlKKk     ^B^^     ^^^^VBiiP^pflk  ^Nv^iMMHl^^     ^B>^M^w*^^^^       ♦•^•^■Bi^^^B^BP^^^  ^v'i^    ^^fff 


jimmuk  m.  vm  of  dm«*«v  u%kt  XMa*  ft 


is  Hil»  to  %te  «M  vlOili  Um  Br&tlirti  aUlit  «rit«  of 


MB  mUM*m  ilaam%Ufm%iMm  to  iwfl— —  K&ac  tofwi 
to  dvt  «nro  fiKvositto  ooaoldorotloa  to  thoir  TauM 


AoslcM*      Tte  follovlac  pofl«cxtt9lyi  diaoooo  a  fourth 
Jov  iafXu— 0  of  yoaolULo  Bvitiili  uoo  ia  tlia  pava* 
t  iaoM  af  ttoair  aanaat  i«Utiaa«  witli  sthiopU. 


nvat«  it  aav  to  naitoiatai  ttet  tto  atoto  aiaurali 


af  itkiapia  ia  taiy  paaavfal  aad  iaflaaatlal  ia 


paaal  afteiva*      Xt  fvaatiaallj  doMiaataa 


and  aaax  stlUapiaa  aotoUaa  af  tto  altor  aaaaiatiaa 


TbaiF  aaal  aaA  tanaai^  ia  laliciaaa  affaim  ava 
svaatar  tham  ia  aay  atliar  aattav  of  atoto  or  lifa* 
all  aaaatitoto  a  favaa  vitli  imab  Kiag  lafan 


ia  kia  tatof— aat  mt  tto  aaaatqr 


TiOa  lalatiaft  af  tha  ataaali  to  toa  atoto  ia  a  aidi>at 


vhiak  aiU  pMfiia  aataMal  far  a  aaawtat  laattlqr 
rapart  frca  thU  afflaa  aa  aaott  aa  tto 


taHc  af  aallaotii^  lara— 1ti  atoll  toto 

Flata«  aaA  «to  aiit«r  fiaia  tto  aaaaaaarr  %iM  far 


♦. 


ito  frayatatiaa*      cilaii  to  aaA  atoto  raiatlaa  aia 
tJMwA  tora  U  toaalai  aaialj  to  iaAi 


•t  tto  jtoatli  I  viak  to  totntoai  af  BvitiaM 


♦. 


it 


•3H 


9ttrti«ip«%i«i  la  %bM  VMlWMtloa  of  letld^iAa  €tMNik 
Tb*  MOBMit  la  %lMi  telXovlac  pancviiplM  la  l>— d 


laWi9MU4  la  thft  U^t  of  j^r  MtiMkl  •««%»•%  mX%u 
%ha  ]S%lUa»Un  «liiur«k  p«ap«rty  qtiaailmi  la  ralastiaa 
4uvlnc  ^  Waor*  aa  Q»aial  at  JazQ«al«i»  aad  aa  aadl* 
fl«d  \xy  furtli»r  la^ulry  darlne  ay  iVMMat  Mjoum  In 

Tht  ^ttactloB  «aa«  l>a«k  ta  a»tlTltl«s  \mipui  la 
tte  r^oiiHh  oaatarj,  a«d»i  laltlata4  ^  tlia  SNpafar 
c«MtaaUm  for  tbt  la— fMj  of  tha  itoly  :3afii3L«l»a 
la  Paiattiaa*      Tl»  Idatavy  af  Ua»«  MtlTltlaa  la 

%lal  ta  taia  4»#9aiah«      Tbax  aia  asatloaid  to  latra* 
dtt«a  iiilaiat  tha  a«th«r  af  tta*  aHpaiar»  ilia  allaeMlsr 
dl«ooi?«vad  tiia  tlueaa  azaasas  and  athar  Axhlblta  oca* 
aittat  with  tlM  cvualflxiMi*      flM  Ktaiaplaaa  ilala 
that  litlaaAt  aallaA  salat  nalaaa  la  tlMlr  w  tit  to. 


t»  tata  tartaia  piaaartlaa  la  mU 


tha  Ball  saFalal«a«      ii«a  tlila  %mm  a%tat  iMta  aH 


apyaaiaA  la  a^r  af  Hit  tuigia  I  teva 


Wt  laaa  araatiMUU  ilaUi  la  ttoat  aaloaia  aiai  tiM 


fvapartlas  ta  skaia  fav  Ih»  ma  Maalaa 


tfltk  tM  viaa  aai  fall  •i  tkt  fartaaaa  af  clurla* 
tlaaltr  la  tM  MaJgr  laaA  tiM  Uklaplaaa  alam  %•  aiva 


taUt  aai  vabaUt  •lwr«haa«  •uaiaata,  aiA  MlataA 


p^ 

^ 


al&as*      Hls%M7  appMM  %•  b#  aa*«  m»  1«m  mMmntm 
to  tti«  •ff««t  iliat  tte  C«pU  attA  HMMUm  1&  tliMlfl  ^ 

ftii#  sMiiift  or  otbonrlMt  smxiomorfii  tbo  ithlopUM  oat 
of  aoot  of  tboir  tool  ootftto  holding  In  tho  «r«o  of 
tho  Holy  sopmlolffo.      up  to  •  h&ndroA  yeoro  fteOf  i^  li 
tlo  aoro  or  looftf  tht  r?tldlopioa«  ^pp%tir  to  hifo  boon  la 
pooooooleo  not  oaly  of  ft  ohoroh  aad  ooBToat  of  thtir 
oim»  but  of  tho  Cop  tlo  olaurtSi  and  ooiiTont«  oad  Tmnooo 
proporvy  iiood  by  tfao  Asaonloao*      77itii  olloctA  Turttloh 
oooposotion  tbo  c^to  onA  AlMoaloao  novo  oblo  by  iogrooo 
to  dlopoaaooo  tho  rstblopiaao  until  la  IMO  whoa  I  flrat 
TloltoA  than  la  JoamaalMi  thoy  bad  oaly  tbo  soco  or  laaa 
■ioorabii  mlaa  of  oao  ooavMit  la  obloh  to  ll^to*     Tboy 
imA  thoa  to  dopoad  apoa  Goptlo  and  \wialaB  giaoroaity 


oToa  tw  a  plaoo  to  oarty  oat  tiMlv  i<aUclfaa  dototloao 


Tka  Dopaytaaafo  Ubiavy  iittbtliao  OMtaiaa  a  fau 


aootcat  af  Iko  oatabitabtai  af  ^a  Aaglo-Pfaaalaa  Bl* 


abop^o  U  J»wiaali(a  abaat  IMt  tw  tut  paattauoft  of 
ivotoatasta*      Tbo  Klac  tC  sa^laad  appalatai  tiki  firat 
BlaHq^  aad^tbo  riag  •f  fiaaata  tbo  aaaaai«      futfi 


to  oowtlaai  aa  Hm  ttiir  of  appalatniBt*     ftm 
apfolabao  aaa  BUhop  gaial  Oabat  (a  qmmi  nafaa) 


at  aaa  tlaa  bad  i^aat  a  aaaaldaaibl  a  paHaA  af 
avy  affavt  la  Itklopla  aai  bMo  tba  iFupim  aai 


■*» 


\ 


^ 


m  fiipmt  IR  havmlm  twm  utoiit  laiB  luiUl  IBtt, 


%b9  StlUlopl*nii  In  Xim  HoXj^  XAad  anA  imi  later  aAsUrt^A 
^  %tm  BriUsb  COADuX  at  JtziUMlaa*  Tte  latter  a«te4 
Ml  lastnMtiffiM  as  to  miac  **80oft  offio^a"  r«o«lTa4  la 
IOCS  ftron  tba  Byitlah  a«T«raa»at  vhioh  waa  In  toam  at 
Xaaat  indlx««tlj  lnllm«i»4  lay  appeals  tnm  StMopia* 
thiB  aliitatlm»  liagliBiliig  about  tha  aU41a  of  tl»  last 
oantmy  and  ooatlailic  arounA  tlUjrty  jM^at  Mm  alvaja 

aXlaa  arltara  aa  o0naUtttiinc  offlalallor  raaofalaM 
BTltUli  py«%a«UiM  af  Ite  Stiaaplaaa  in  Mbm  mxy  LaaA* 


TlM  pytaatlaa  la  qaaatiOB  waa  tfwiatl—a  aatlva 
aaA  aooaUBaa  iaaativa,  \n\  appavaatljr  iiaf«r  pradM* 


Mf  of  loaXlj  aatovial  foaolta*      tt»  aao»r  of  B^inc 


Tliao4o«a»  ihiA  waaitii  ia  «ia  laprl  §■— iat  of  cmmI 


Ct—f—  aaA  atbar  Bvitlah  aabjaata  aaA  tlMi  vap&ar 
paAltita  to  Miciala  U  IMt*  ia  aaU  to  Imipo  aviaoa 


oat  of  akat  bo  aoaaAAoMA  baA  (aitk  of  tl»  BviUab  ia 


faiXiat  offooUTalj  to  oamr  oat  tho  pootootioa  of  lOa 


pooplo  ia  tiM  Ht&jr  laaA  to  Udoii  bo 

baA  off  ioiallp  plaint  A  ^tmrnStmrn.      Tbo  biotofflo  aaoar 


of  Kiac  nuiwi  baA  otbov  oaaooo*  bat  it  io  «ato 
bablo  tbat  tbia  aao  aap  of 


At  tba  tiao  of  tbo  vioo  of  snovor  Hiaalok  n  tbo 


*• 


i 


MlVM  as  pMdtlMOljr  ^f  ^te  MkMt  MJLiciOll  M   tht  Kill* 


l«plaat  '  ai  •aAmthM  U>  tmild  d««MBio  and  polltlMl 


relftUttift  oa  that  batla,      Tlity  w*M  flilrl;r  MMM^ssfttl 
ftnd  •iij«y»d  HMili  lafltMHM*  la  this  soaatty  until  tht 
iorld  Mr  sot  usU  iiadsr  ip«y»      a  whils  btfors  tbo  «ur 
tht  i^ttMisas  arrived  at  aa  UAdarstandiae  with  tba  i^tlw 
loplana  vliarabj  tliay  voold  aadaaTor  to  raaorar  tha  Holy 
Laad  proportiaa  of  tha  Xattar  la  ratum  for  a  ahara* 
TwaXfo  plota  of  groaad  vara  olaiaad  bjr  tha  sthiopiaaa* 
Tvo  of  tbaaa  vara  to  ba  aadad  to  tha  caar  if  aad  vhaa 


Tha  Ruaaiaaa  ara  atatad  to  hava  haaa  abla  to  aol« 
laat  aaffiaiaat  daaaaaatary  oTidaaaa  tttm  tha  Taxltiah 
arahlTaa  la  caaataatlaoyla  to  aatahllah  sthioplaa 
alaisa*      Tha  aar  iatartaoad*      Tha  doaooaata  aoUaatad 


vara  fortuaataly  tahas  out  of  Raaaia  hafora  tha  Balahar* 


iat  raciaa  aaaa  lata  halae*      Aftar  tha  wue  tfaaj  vara 


praaaatad  ta  tha  thaa  rrlaia  Tatar!  hgr  tha  onad  nka 
Uaaaadar  aad  vara  la  tara  gifaa  ta  Barni  B«  Malda* 


Oaart  of  Ar%itratia«  at  tht  Bicaa«      Bara«  Nalda  haa 
daUfarod  aa  aytaias  (U  IttO)  aphsidii^  tha  iMdiditgr 
of  tha  alalK  aatahU^had  hf  thaaa  daaiHtata*      Br  thia 


apiaiatt  tha  ithiaylaa  qaiwiiiat  ao*  hayaa  ta 
ita  Holjr  Laad  prapavtiaa* 


-f-» 


Oa  tlOa  «aA  prUr  imm^  ^tklof  U  baa  ^ppmXm^  to 
tte  LMI4IM  of  HfttiOKa*      ▲•  I  luiioMtoai  %te  an«)Uaovy 


pwvidod  tigr  tJM  LMftto  of  MtloM  for  baadXias  maoh 
■otioro  tlio  booriag  of  tte  itkloplMi  oIaUm  mamt  bo 
bofta*o  »  g>— iiiloa  ootobllahod  bx  tbo  Brltlob  Oorom* 
■oat  OS  tbo  MioWta^tory  for  l^ootlao*      Tbio  Ooviiooloa 
ooa  oal7  bo  ootobllaiiod  iqr  ooaoarroooo  of  oil  tbo  po»» 


oro  ropvoooatod  ia  tbo  oooaoll  of  ttao  loocim»  or  oo  I 
oa  lafoni»4«      obtUail/  Britlob  foraoiportaoo  io  tbo 
«iia  bopo  of  tbo  stbiopioao*      BritUb  poroovoroaoo 
aoy  ooaooivobljr  dopoad  apoa  tbo  «altitatiOB  by  tbo 


EtbiopUao  of  Britiob  aood  inU«      coaolooloa  oo  to 
tbo  oa«tootloBo  pgotwitoil  ia  tbo  ooooaA  paroiapb  of 


tblo  doopotob  oppooro  obffioao* 

TO  ttM  aqyrooo  of  stbiop4o»  oad  to  aoay  of  bor 
party*  oo  oolX  oo  to  tba  otito  ibaribt  tblo  fiootioa 


of  tboir  proporty  ncbto  ia  tbo  Holy  Uai  loMo  oo  of 
grootor  laportaaot  tboa  oay  otbor  atttor  iliiob  aicbt 
olala  tboir  iaioroot*      la  otbar  ooyda  tbo 


WU  po<albly  00  to  ostrMto  U  tbo  aatlw  of  o 
ooooioao  to  tb»  BritiHi  if  bf  oo  daiag  obo  oooU  i 

lovotioa  to  ttbl^4Mi  iioioblp  of  tboir  f 

to  ia  Paiootiao*      8bo  io  o 
oat  f  Hgi— 0  aoaui  -^  ralicita  io 
tioally  bor  oaly 


». 


bo  Mvo  doaisobla  %• 
tboa  Ufa  itoolf*   xiag  taAiri  io  aloo  apparaatiy 


■i 


I '( 


k 


^f 


*.**■'• 
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4«fviitt  «•  tat  Mr  ugr  otlMir  ^thlsf laa  ml«r  HMt  to 
to  hold  favor  tofwr*  ttaoDr  •iib>«t0,      H—vi»  it 
it  m&%  b«li«v»4  %te%  to  VMOd  m  UUMOy  tof«to  IOm* 
••If  to  mmh  ob>««%iT»  «•  Toluntarlly  %e  yi«I4  to 
tto  aritUli  la  mttovs  Uto  ito  tmm  Dtm  «M«li 


aiCht  lanrolT*  •ff««to  not  appaxwit  to  tto  Immi  pi««* 
tiMXly  »iai«4  fn»imi> 

TIULs  U  troXjr  a  aost  v«la»i«¥to  spot  la  Stotop* 


iaa  y«al«t«B««  to  Bvittota  Tmum  Lato  ptoiia*       1%  to 


difftoaXt  to  b«ll«v«  ttot  tto  Brltiili  to  Mt  ••  rmX 


iwrn  MM  ttot  ttoy  will  Mt  tato  fail  advaatoga  af  it 
X  aa  aaaUa  to  aala  aay  aaliaS^to  lafaittlaa  tanra 
ttot  aaaiataaaa  ia  tto  Ralj  laaft  prapartlaa  taaati 


toa  aani  up  aittov  Aivaatly  ar  to  iafaraaaa  ia  41 

tto  Taaaa  Dan*      X  •§  iaallato  to 


tto  ^latoat  toaaiay,  ttot  it  alttor  toa  av  win 
tailly  to  iatvatoaaA*      Mf  aplalaa  U,  af 


}om9m4,  apaa  Alvaat  aai  flvattoa4  atoawatlaa 


partoA  af  taaaty  yawa  af  Bvitiali  aaUntiaa  U  tto 

t  aai  fm»  toat* 


AAtartiBc  to  tto  paviat  af  agr  laiflto  la  Jara* 


aaj  nt99t  ttot  I  towa  diraat  iaptaaaiaa  af 


of  itktof toa  liiMiiiaii  to«i  «<>»  to  tlOa  aattar  af 


^» 


tto  fialr  laai  piafa>ttoa»      tm  tto  vtotar  af  XMUM 


^r 


'      4 


aa  Ktklaflaa  ■— iaalaa  aiaa  to  towwalwi  to  talta  ip 
Villi  tto  Htoh  OiaaiaatoaaVf  sir  toxtovt 


k 


'% 


* 


^iM«tiMi  pit  thtijr  MJUfitiM  jg»yr%f»*      Tl»  ■— I  ■■loa 

blWIgllt   %•  ■•  •  X»%t«r   (Mi  tl»    thMI  TTlSM  TftflWl   Mkii^ 

•aM  with  th«  D«parta»Rt  X  wms  Auth«rla«4  to  «••!•%  ths 
Ktldl«pliiiui  1^  tHit  a*«  of  agr  ntnsfriaial  c>ood  of  floss  •«* 
I  ssiit  with  thma  to  tlis  Hieh  coiatisslea»r  and  Istior  to 
tho  oovsraoir  of  jonwrnlMi,  at  tUot  tins  tfao  prooent  sir 
noamld  ntom  whs  is  (umsriKMr  of  CTprus*      His  RtlULspiuis 
«s*s  lafovMSd  V]r  t)is  Itlgh  c^noissioiisr  acid  corsmor,  so  I 
hod  adTissd  th«R  SMilA  be  ths  osl^  f«pl7t  tlMt  tho  sattsr 
Wis  sst  OSS  vithla  tteir  ^urisdistion*      isotkisf!  «ss  to- 
o<aipIistasd»      Ths  oovrsrsstions  did«  hampyv^  sasbls  as 
to  ^tsia  ttis  Isprsssiom  «MSiSsto4  is  ths  opsslrc  soatsnos 
of  this  poraenLph. 

Ths  Tloit  to  joTttsalMi  aast  of  eoursOy  bofors  ths 


ooBSlasisa  of  ths  limdats  oad  ths  spiaioa  of  Bavsa  NslAs 
upon  aia«i  ths  sthl^flaas  fssl  sars  thsj  vUX  caia  a  4s* 
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The  Honorable 


Tbe  Secretary  of  st^f^ 


Washington. 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  the  cor- 


onation of  King  Tafari  Melconnen  the  leading  political 
issue  in  Ethiopia  has  come  to  be  the  appointment  of  a 
head  of  the  state  church  in  succession  to  the  Abouna 
Matthew  who  died  in  December,  1926,  at  the  age  of  a- 
bout  eighty. 

The  head  (entitled  Abouna)  of  the  Ethiopian 
church  has  been  always,  either  in  theory  or  practice, 
a  Coptic  priest  from  Egypt  nominated  by  the  head  of 
that  church  at  Alexandria. *  Christianity  became  the 
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state  religion  of  Ethiopia  about  300  A.D.  (authori- 
ties differ  as  to  the  ezaot  date)  and  Frumentius  as 
one  of  the  two  missionaries  oonoerned  was  a  few  years 
later  (some  authorities  give  333  A.D.)  consecrated  by 
Athanasius  of  Alexandria  as  Bishop  of  Aksum.   Fru- 
mentius  may  thus  be  called  the  first  of  the  long  line 
of  Ethiopian  Abounas. 

The  established  custom  has  been  that  upon  the 
death  of  an  Abouna  a  mission  went  from  Ethiopia  to 
Alexandria  to  ask  the  nomination  by  the  head  of  the 
Coptic  church  there  of  a  new  one.   A  handsome  fee 
has  always  been  paid  by  the  Ethiopians  for  this  ser- 
Yice.   In  practical  effect  they  buy  an  Abouna.  The 
price  has  increased  until  today  it  is  rumored  that 
the  Coptic  Patriarch  will  demand  eighty  thousand 
Ethiopian  thalers  (about  n.S.|38»000  at  present  ex- 
change rates)  for  a  new  Abouna. 

The  most  important  break  in  the  line  of  Abounas 
from  Alexandria  was  from  about  1500  to  1630  A.D.  when 
the  Rcaaan  Catholics  (Portugese- Jesuit  actiyity)  were 
in  control  of  the  Ethiopian  state  church.   Ever  since 
then,  according  to  Ethiopian  church  history  mainly  as 
orally  related,  the  Roman  Catholic ,  the  Armenian,  and 
the  .Greek  orthodox  churches  have  each  hoped  to  bring 
about  the  nomination  of  an  Abotina  of  their  own  relig- 
ious brand.   At  different  periods  the  Aimenians  baye 
more  or  less  closely  approached  this  objeotiye.   How- 
eyer,  in  recent  generations  the  Copts  haye  maintained 
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a  film  grasp  on  the  job* 

But  with  tha  optniog  up  of  theoountry  to  inter- 
national influences,  whioh  has  ooourred  mainly  during 
the  last  half  oentuxy,  the  Ethiopians  haye  been  think- 
ing more  as  to  the  desirability  of  their  preriously 
blind  adherenoe  to  ilexandria.   Greek  and  unenian 
influence  has  increased  owing  to  the  settling  in  Eth- 
iopia of  greater  numbers  of  representatiyes  of  those 
racial  groups*   Many  yousg  Ethiopians «  including  the 
present  King,  hare  received  all  or  a  part  of  their 
education  under  French  Catholic  priests  at  Dire  Daoua. 
Also  the  Protestant  missionary  schools,  mainly  those 
of  the  Swedish  Mission,  have  turned  out  a  number  of 
young  Ethiopians  also  with  considerably  broadened 
channels  of  thought  on  matters  of  religion.   The  re- 
sult of  all  these  yarious  influences  is  that  there  is 
today  a  strong  element  among  the  younger  generation  of 
Ethiopians  which  thinks  for  itself  and  no  longer  ob- 
serres  that  blind  fealty  to  the  Ethiopian  state  church 
whioh  formerly  existed*   The  influence  of  these  young 
men  is  particularly  important  as  with  the  moderniza- 
tion of  the  government  they,  with  their  knowledge  of 
French  and  English,  have  necessarily  been  taken  into 
the  official  machinery  and  have  in  some  instances  risen 
to  positions  of  importance. 

The  King  himself  outwardly  is  a  very  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Ethiopian  state  church*   Many  of  those 
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close  to  him  ar«  oonTinoed,  howeyer,  that  his  alleg- 
ianos  is  more  apparent  than  real.   He  is  progresslTe 
and  cannot  hut  have  been  influenced  by  his  constant 
contact  with  representatiYCs  of  other  sorts  of  the 
Christian  religion*   As  a  boy  he  was  subject  to  both 
Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  association  and  teaching. 
His  present  physician  and  one  of  his  closest  adrisers 

is  a  Greek  dootor  apparently  deyoted  to  the  Creek  Or- 

> 

thodox  church.   This  doctor  is  also  honorary  Greek 
Consul  General  in  Ethiopia.   The  Director  of  Posts 
and  Telegraphs,  the  GoTcmor  of  Addis  Ababa,  the 
Minister  of  Commerce,  the  Eing*s  prlTate  secretaries, 
and  many  others  close  to  His  Iftijesty,  are  Francophile 
Roman  Catholics  in  training  and  Inclination  if  not  al- 
ways in  practice.   His  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
is  an  alumni  of  the  local  Swedish  Mission  Protestant 
School.   The  Armenians,  in  ways  peculiar  to  their 
talent  and  too  well  known  to  require  description  here- 
in, haye  established  great  influence  oyer  the  King  and 
many  of  the  higher  officials  of  the  Goyemm«it.   All 
of  these  Influences,  with  others  to  be  indicated,  work 
agal^t  a  continuance  of  an  Egyptian  Coptic  head  of  the 
state  church. 

Apparently  no  one  of  these  groups  is  strong  enough 
to  bring  one  of  its  own  faith  or  adherence  to  the  place 
of  Abouna  but  there  is  the  natural  hope  that  such  might 
somehow  come  about.   They  are  all  inherently  too  anta- 
gonistic 
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gonlstio  to  oombizitt  In  fayor  of  any  single  one  of 
thoir  groups*   The  Importance  of  their  Influence 
lies  neyertheless  in  union  or  combination*   They 
appear  to  be  approaching  a  common  ground  for  this 
purpose*   Such  is  a  growing  nationalism  in  Ethiop- 
ia*  In  other  words  many  of  these  leaders  of  the 
younger  generation  find  that  they  can  get  together 
on  the  idea  of  haying  an  Ithiopian  appointed  as 
Abouna*   This  result  appears  to  be  probable* 

The  situation  indicated  mainly  in  the  preced- 
ing two  paragraphs  has  contributed  largely  to  the 
absence  of  an  i.bouna  for  the  two  years  since  Mat- 
thew died*   The  acting  head  of  the  church  has  been 
and  is  the  Ethiopian  chief  priest  known  by  title  as 
the  Itchigue*   He  is  confessor  of  the  Eaqpress  and 
is  particularly  close  to  all  her  party  leaders  who 
constitute  the  backbone  of  Ethiopian  aristocracy 
and  conseryatism*   Since  His  Beatitude's  announce- 


ment of  allegiance  to  King  Tafarl,  related  in  my 
Diplomatic  Despatch  No*  62  of  September/ 7th,  1928, 


he  is  belieyed  to  haye  strengthened  with  His  Itojesty 
and  the  progress iye  party  his  claim  to  the  Abounaship 
It  is  apparent  that  he  wants  it*  How  to  get  it  and 
ayoid  straining  relations  with  the  mother  church  in 
Egypt  is  the  next  problem  to  be  solyed*  The  mother 
church  must  be  brought  to  concur*  Itchigue* s  pre- 
sent 
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sent  religious  rank  or  degree  of  holiness  is  In- 
suffioient  and  can  only  be  put  in  order  by  aot  of 
the  Coptic  Patrlaroh  at  Alexandria  in  oonseorating 
him  as  a  Bishop* 

It  may  here  be  explained  that  only  the  Abouna 
in  Ethiopia  has  had  the  power  or  authority  to  ordain 
priests.   The  Coptic  ohuroh  has  purposely  never 
permitted  such  power  to  be  possessed  by  more  than 
the  one  church  dignitary  in  Ethiopia,  namely  the 
Coptic  priest  appointed  as  Abouna*   There  haye  in 
past  centuries  been  soma  attempted  rerolts  against 
this  situation  but  the  present  Coptic  control  has 
been  maintained  by  aid  of  the  inherent  religious 
discipline  and  devotion  of  the  main  body  of  Eth- 
iopians to  their  church  and  its  laws,  and  to  the 
power  of  excommunication  possessed  by  the  Abouna* 

The  Itchigue*8  appointment  is  by  the  state  and 
there  is  only  one  for  the  entire  country*   He  is 
required  to  be  a  celibate,  a  requirement  not  applied 
to  other  Ethiopian  priests,  and  must  have  high  church 
education*   Upon  appointment  he  receives  a  province 
which  he  governs  and  from  which  he  draws  his  income* 
He  receives  at  the  same  time  the  priorship  of  the 
most  holy  and  all  powerful  Convent  of  Takla  Haymanot 
in  Debra  Libanos*   As  the  appointment  is  by  the 
state,  or  by  the  Emperor  in  effect,  the  successful 
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oandldatt  is  usually  an  astute  politioian.   This 
quality,  oomblnad  with  the  endowment  of  a  prcylnoe 
and  prlorahlp  of  the  most  holy  and  powerful  oonyent 
unit  of  the  church  in  the  country,  gives  him  an  un* 
usually  influential  position  in  religious  as  well 
as  in  temporal  affairs.   The  present  Itohigue  has 
improred  these  adrantages  to  an  efficient  degree. 
By  name  the  present  Itchigue  is  Oabre  Menfes 
Kedus.   He  was  horn  to  a  family  of  not  great  im- 
portance in  the  northern  proTinoe  of  Simien  in  1888. 
He  looks  older,  hut  more  aged  appearance  may  be  due 
to  his  state  of  health  which  is  not  good.   One  medi- 
cal man  with  whom  I  have  talked  says  that  the  Itoh- 
igue suffers  from  cancer  in  the  stomach  resulting 
from  unduly  zealous  fasting.   The  education  of 
Gahre  Menfes  Kedus  was  receiyed  mainly  in  the  Eth- 
iopian convents  of  Lalihala,  Zegamel,  and  of  Lake 
Tsana.   It  may  be  remarked  parenthetically  here 
that  he  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  Tsana  Dam  and 
its  possible  inundation  of  the  church  properties 
on  the  island  and  around  the  shores  of  the  lake 
with  i^ich  his  associations  are  of  a  particularly 
close  and  perhaps  sentimental  nature.   He  has,  how- 
ever, been  persuaded  to  the  view  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  dam  is  in  the  best  interests  of  his 
country.   From  my  conversations  with  him,  as  well 
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as  from  tha  obsarrations  of  others,  I  am  oonTinoad 
that  ha  favors  Amarioan  oonstruotlon  of  tha  projaot 
as  opposed  to  an  undartalciiLg  by  oontraotors  of  other 
national  origin* 

Tha  Itohlgua  has  greatly  enhanoed  his  holiness 
In  the  eyes  of  the  people  hy  harlng  served  some  time 
in  the  Ethiopian  oonyent  In  Jerusalem.   It  was  there 
seToral  years  ago  that  I  first  established  an  acquain- 
tance and  friendship  with  him.   Incidentally,  the 
sojourn  in  Palestine  gare  Els  Beatitude  a  Tlew  of  the 
outside  world  and  some  appreciation  of  internatiooal 
relations.   Being  unusually  astute  and  Intelligent 
he  gained  more  from  his  opportunities  in  this  respect 
than  would  haye  happened  with  the  ordinary  man. 

In  a  personal  way  tha  Itchlgue  appears  to  be 
very  friendly  to  the  British*   This  feeling  doubt- 
less arises  importantly  from  the  many  personal  at- 


i  tentions  shown  him  by  the  last  British  Minister  here, 

Mr.  C*  H.  Bentlnok,  whose  religious  inclinations  and 
sympathies  are  considerably  more  pronotinced  than 
those  of  the  average  layman*   Not  many  weeks  ago  I 
saw  the  Itchlgue  just  after  he  had  received  a  letter 
of  farewell  from  lir*  Bentlnok  who  was  transferred  to 
Lima  while  on  leave  in  England  and  did  not  get  to 
return  here  for  the  usual  oral  farewells.   The  let- 
ter gave  him  a  very  real  glow  of  pleasure.   in 
excellent  instance  of  how  a  Diplomatic  representative 
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oan  furtlior  hie  oountry's  interests  by  attention 
shown  to  persons  in  strategic  positions.   Howeyer, 
in  a  political  way  I  believe  it  may  be  correctly 
stated  that  Gabre  Menfes  is  more  or  less  Anglo- 
phobe • 

Towards  the  French  and  Italians  the  Itohigue 
appears  more  or  less  hostile.   Among  his  probable 
reasons  are  that  these  two  nationalities  represent 

i 

4 

Roman  Catholicism.   Also  he  shares  in  the  contempt 
and  distrust  of  the  Italians  which  abides  fizmly 
with  the  older  aristocracy  and  those  associated  with 
the  Menelek  regime.   For  reasons  not  apparent  he 
does  not  appear  to  look  upon  the  Germans  with  a 
friendly  eye. 

His  Beatitude  has*  as  intimated  above ,  been 
generally  friendly  to  Americans.   However,  I  have 
direct  intimation  that  the  recent  influx  of  Ameri- 
I  can  missionaries  and  the  related  proselytising 

activities  of  Doctor  T.  A.  Lambie  are  resented  by 
him  and  may  in  time  cool  his  former  friendly  feel- 
ing towards  Americans  in  general.   It  is  natural 
that  he  would  resent  such  invasion.   The  wo]^  of 
the  Lambie  crusaders  can  only  be  in  conflict  with, 
and  encroachment  upon,  the  power  and  prestige  of 
the  Ethiopian  Christian  church.   Such  activities 
also  impress  Itchigue,  and  all  Ethiopians,  as  a 
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r«fleotion  upon  Xh9   quality  of  their  omi  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Christian  religion*   Itohigue*8  feelings 
towards  the  other  and  competing  group  of  missionaries 
here,  who  are  oonneoted  with  and  operate  the  hospital 
whioh  Dootor  Lambie  fo\mded  and  was  later  separated 
from,  appear  to  be  friendly  enough.   He  approves  of 
their  medical  work  and  they  do  practically  no  prosely- 
tizing* 

Dootor  Lambie  is  at  present  haring  difficulty  in 
getting  permits  for  proYinoial  trayel  from  the  Ethiop- 
ian GoTernment  mainly  because  of  opposition  sponsored 
by  the  Itchigue  and  the  Empress  under  his  influence. 
King  Tafari  is  disposed  to  faror  the  Lambie  actirities 


f  mainly  because  they  are  of  American  origin,  although 

i  they  hare  extended  far  beyond  his  adrioe  and  wishes. 

He  is  flmbarassed  and  feels  that  these  missionaries 
hare  abused  his  original  welcome.   In  1917  when  I 
first  discussed  with  Tafari  the  entry  of  Lambie  and 
his  workers  into  south-western  Ethiopia  from  their 
Sudan  station  at  Dohleib  Hill  the  understanding  was 
that  only  medical  work  would  be  undertaken  and  no 
proselytizing.   Dootor  Lembie  had  written  to  me  at 
Aden  asking  that  the  matt'er  be  taken  up  with  this 
gOTernment  and  I  had  the  opportunity  to  do  so  on  the 
occasion  of  an  official  Tisit  in  the  fall  of  1917* 
I  initiated  the  matter  at  the  time  and  it  was  fin- 
ished by  the  British  Legation  as  I  had  to  ret\im  to 

Aden* 


i 


i 


i 


('  -11- 


V 
r 


», 


Aden. 


Lamble 


two  groups  of  missionary  workers  of  the  considerable 
1       total  of  about  twenty  people.   More  are  scheduled 

to  oome.   This  number  has  alarmed  the  Ethiopians* 
Incidentally^  some  Ethiopian  resentment  in  this  con- 
nection  comes  from  the  understanding  (probably  cor- 
rect)  that  considerable  British  money  has  been  en- 
listed in  the  support  of  the  Lambie  proselytizing 
enterprises.   The  Ethiopians  are  very  quick  to  re- 
sent interference  in  the  religious  life  of  their 
country*   I  anticii>ate  no  serious  difficulty  as  the 
Ethiopians  will  probably  in  the  end  become  passiTS 
in  their  opposition  which  is  being  wearied  by  Doctor 
Lsmbie's  well  known  pertinacity*   But  one  can  neyer 
tell  what  may  happen* 

The  Itchigue  is  the  intimate  friend  and  counsel- 
lor, as  well  as  religious  confessor,  of  the  Empress 
Zeoditu*   His  influence  oyer  Her  liajesty  in  affairs 
of  state  or  otherwise  is  generally  reckoned  to  be 
more  or  less  deciding  In  effect.   i.s  one  of  the 
arreuigements  resulting  from  the  coronation  of  Tafari 
the  Itchigue  was  depriyed  of  his  residence  in  the 
Palace  of  the  Empress  and  made  to  more  to  one  of  his 
outside  estates  in  the  city.   The  apparent  purpose 
of  this  was  to  lessen,  if  possible,  his  adrisory 
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Intinaoy  with  the  Empress*   As  a  resident  of  her 
Palaoe  he  was  In  oontaot  with  Her  Majesty  at  any 
hour  of  the  day  or  night*   Now  he  may  go  to  see 
her  as  often  as  oalled,  hut  his  Ylslts  are  known 
to  King  Tafarl  who  nay  thus  proTlde  for  the  neces- 
sary espionage  to  keep  In  touch  with  irtiat  they  talk 
about  on  the  oooaslon  of  such  visits.   Just  an  In- 
stance of  Tafarl fs  astuteness* 

Another  result  of  Tafarl *s  coronation  power  Is 
the  tentative  exclusion  of  the  Itchlgue  — >  acting 
as  Abouna  —  from  the  supreme  Council  of  state* 
This  accomplishment  Is  suggested  by  the  reference    . 
on  page  five  of  my  Diplomatic  Despatch  No*  76  of       / 
September  9th,  1928* 

These  two  changes  In  the  Itchlgue *s  relation 
to  the  Empress  are  not  likely  to  have  the  effect 
of  limiting  materially  his  Influence  over  Her 
Majesty*   Iftilnly  they  regulate  his  relation  to 
the  end  that  King  Tafarl  will  be  better  able  to 
keep  In  touch  with  It  and  thereby  be  forewarned 
as  to  the  direction  In  which  the  religious  advis- 
er's counsel  tends* 

so  much  for  the  Influence  and  position  of 
the  Itchlgue  In  governmental  affairs  of  probable 
Interest  to  the  Department*   We  resume  his  path 
to  the  appointment  as  Abouna* 
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I  learn  from  souroes  belleyed  to  be  authorita- 
tire  that  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  GoTernment  is 
now  oonsidering  aotlye  steps  leading  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Gabre  Itonfes  Kedus  as  the  first  official 
Ethiopian  ibouna*   There  is  said  to  be  imminent  a 
decision  to  send  a  commission  to  the  Coptic  Patriarch 
at  Alexandria  with  the  proposal  that  he  despatch  to 
▲ddis  Ababa  an  Egyptian  priest  in  the  role  of  teacher 
and  adTiser  in  religious  affairs  who  will  take  over 
the  direction  of  the  state  church  — >  in  religioiis 
matters  only  — -  while  Gabre  Msnfes  Eedus  proceeds  to 
Alexandria  and  is  there  consecrated  a  bishop*   Gabre 
Menfes  will  then  return  to  Ethiopia  and  be  officially 
nominated  as  Abouna«   The  Coptic  teacher  and  adyiser 
will  remain  merely  as  a  salaried  attache  of  the  new 
Abouna*s  establishment.   This  would  be  an  ideal 
arrangement  for  the  Ethiopians  but  it  will  mean  a 
considerable  reduction  of  Coptic  prestige  and  influ- 
ence*  Will  the  Coptic  authorities  at  Alexandria 
consent?   Should  they  not  be  willing  to  do  so  the 
Ethiopians  will  be  placed  in  a  very  uncomfortable 
position  as  they  appear  decided  not  to  haye  an  alien 
Abouna  and  cannot  easily  without  Coptic  assistance 
consecrate  Gabre  IMnfes  Eedus ,  or  any  other  Ethiop- 
ian priest,  for  the  Job*   No  additional  priests  can 
be  ordained  for  the  Ethiopian  church  until  a  properly 
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oonse orated  Abouna  or  bishop  is  arranged  for*   The 
looal  ohuroh  dignitaries  are  too  devout  and  well 
disciplined  in  religious  matters  to  break  away  from 
the  Alexandria  headship  without  yery  serious  and 
long  consideration.   The  opinion  is  held)  however, 
that  the  Copts  will  see  that  an  impasse  is  likely 
to  result  and  will  consent  to  the  Ethiopian  arrange- 
ment by  first  bringing  sufficient  pressure  to  cause 
the  Ethiopians  to  make  it  financially  attractive  to 
them. 


The  only  other  alternative  for  the  Ethiopians 
is  to  change  their  allegiance  to  the  Greek  Orthodox 
or  Armenian  churches.   It  is  most  improbable  that 
they  would  consider  the  Roman  Catholic  or  other 
sects.   The  clever  and  far  seeing  Greek  Orthodox 
and  Armenian  ecclesiastical  authorities  have  evident- 
ly scented  possibilities  in  the  looal  situation.  A 

t 

I  few  months  ago  arrived  a  Greek  Archbishop  of  excep- 

tional ability  from  Alexandria  to  **visit**  Ethiopia. 
His  purpose  as  announced  is  to  look  into  affairs  of 
his  church  here.   Not  long  after  came  also,  from 
\  Constantinople,  one  of  the  abler  Archbishops  of  the 

I  Armenian  church.   The  announced  purpose  of  his  visit 


was  the  laying  of  the  comer  stone  of  a  new  Armenian 
church  here.   He  did  that  a  couple  of  weeks  ago. 
Circumstances  as  interpreted  by  those  who  follow 

events 
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eyents  in  Ethiopia  lead  strongly  to  the  belief  that 
the  Tisits  of  these  two  holy  gentlemen  are  not  un- 
related to  the  Ethiopian  Abounaship*   Of  oourse 
they  oould  announoe  no  such  purpose  and  they  would 
not  even  suggest  it  to  the  Ethiopian  Government 
pending  further  developments  whioh  might  give  an  ^ 

0 

opening*   They  are  presumably  here  to  look  and  lis- 
ten and  to  show,  perhaps,  their  oonfidenoe  in  the 
good  old  belief  that  the  early  bird  oatohes  the  worm. 
I  have  met  and  talked  separately  with  both  Arch- 
bishops.  I  found  opportunity  casually  to  ask  each 
one  what  he  thought  of  the  Abouna  situation.   Nei- 
ther had  much  to  say  but  my  question  brjought  a  glint 
or  flicker  of  emotion  to  the  eye  of  each  whioh  was 
to  me  significant. 

So  far  as  has  been  ascertained  there  bas  been 
no  Roman  Catholic  attention  directly  given  to  the 
local  situation.   Certainly  no  prelate  of  that  faith 
has  come  on  a  "visit.**   There  is  little  sound  opin- 
ion that  this  church  would  have  any  chance  should  the 
Ethiopians  break  away  from  Alexandria  for  a  religious 
pilot.   Howeveri  recognition  must  be  given  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  a  few  influential  young  Ethiop- 
ians of  that  faith  and  that  there  has  always  existed 
persistent  rumor  of  the  leaning  of  the  King  to  it  as 
a  result  of  his  early  educational  advantages. 
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k   good  guess  would  bSy  and  only  a  guess  oan  "be 
mads,  that  tlia  Aimsnlans  run  next  best  after  the 
Copts  with  the  Gteek  Orthodox  influence  a  olose  third 

It  is  most  probable  that  the  Copts  will  enter 
into  some  arrangement.   Howereri  they  will  most 
reluotantly  giTe  up  the  old  arrangement.   The  Cop- 
tic priest  appointed  Abouna  gets  the  Job  for  life. 
He  oan  be  impeached  but  such  action  is  rare  in  Eth- 
iopiflin  ohuroh  history*   He  inyests  bishops,  deacons, 
and  priests,  and  dedicates  churches.   His  power  of 

f  excommunication  and  release  therefrom  is  most  effec- 

I 

tire  in  religious  as  well  as  in  political  matters. 

It  may  also  haye  an  economic  value  —  to  him.  L 
proTinoe  is  given  him  from  which  he  collects  tribute 
and  Judicial  perquisites.   ill  members  of  the  cler- 
gy pay  him  certain  fees.   Many  opulent  gifts  are 
given  to  court  his  favor.   He  has  special  oeremon- 


». 


ial  rights  and  privileges  which  nearly  equal  those 
of  the  Emperor.   In  this  connection  there  may  be 
mentioned  his  right  to  affix  his  seal  at  the  top  of 
letters  or  other  communications  as  does  the  Emperor 
(note  paragraph  bottom  o^  page  ;hro  of  my  Despatch 


y// ^^^^^   c^i^z<:  k^^f-rA 

^o.  86  of  October  29th.  1928K 


of  October  20th,  1028K   Also  he  has  the 
privilege  of  carrying  a  purple  umbrella  as  mark  of 


distinguished  position. 
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The  Abouna  is  a  great  and  powerful  nian*   With 
the  power  of  exoamDninioation  and  the  facilities  for 
propaganda  through  the  ohurohes  he  can  and  has  fre- 
quently  In  tlie  past  obstruoted  even  aotlons  and  pur- 
poses of  the  ruler  of  the  country*   sometimes  there 
haye  been  rival  Abounas.   This  occurred  as  recently 
as  the  revolution  of  1916  when  Lidj  Tasu  was  deposed 
and  the  present  rulers  came  Into  power*   King  Mlkael 
of  Wollo  Galla,  the  father  of  Lldj  Tasu,  had  his  own 
provincial  Abouna*   The  Abouna  of  the  Empire  was 
Matthew,  lately  deceased,  who  exercised  great  power 


[  under  the  Emperor  Menelek*   Matthew  excommunicated 

LldJ  Tasu  and  thus  contributed  directly  to  the  suc- 


cess of  his  overthrow  by  zeodltu  and  Tafarl*   The 
Negus  Mlkael  naturally  took  up  arms  for  his  son  Lldj 
Tasu  and  had  his  Abouna  exconmninlcate  the  members  of 
the  Zeodltu-Tafarl  combine.   This,  too,  had  some 
effect  but  was  outweighed  by  M)BLtthew*s  excommunica- 
tion as  Mlkael* s  Abouna  Peter  was  a  lesser  dignitary* 
In  most  of  the  Ethiopian  wars  the  Abouna  has  used  his 
powers  of  excommunication  with  distinct  effect* 

The  late  Abouna  Matthew  was  a  very  Influential 
man*   The  wide  extent  to  which  he  exercised  his 
temporal  powers  probably  accounts  partly  for  the 
present  strong  disinclination  of  the  Ethiopians  to 
carry  on  the  system  under  which  he  was  appointed  and 

flourished 
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flourlshtd.   I  knew  the  Abouna  Matthew  well  and 
Icnow  from  personal  experience  that  his  seal  or 
approval  had  to  be  on  moat  Important  acta  of  the 
CrOTemment*   After  the  overthrow  of  Lid  J  Yaau  in 
1916  the  government  was  really  in  the  hands  of  a 
triumvirate  consisting  of  Zeoditu,  Tafari  and  the 
Fituarari  Hapta  Giorgis.   The  latter  was  War  Min- 
ister and  haired  the  military  prestige  and  prowess 
of  Uenelek*   Hapta  Giorgis  was  fervently  religious. 
He  and  the  Abouna  were  of  about  the  same  age  and 
great  friends.   But  the  Abouna  dominated  him  com- 
pletely as  a  religious  adviser.   In  the  same  way 
the  Abouna  dominated  the  Empress.   Indirectly  he 
ruled  the  ooimtry.   He  and  Hapta  Giorgis  died  in 
December,  1926,  within  a  few  days  of  each  other 
and  each  at  about  the  age  of  eighty. 

The  late  Abouna  had  a  handsome  financial  in- 
come in  Ethiopia  and  is  accused  by  the  people  of 
hoarding  great  sums  of  money  which  he  caused  to  be 
transported  to  Egypt  for  the  establishing  of  Coptic 
schools. 

The  situation  represented  in  the  two  preceding 
paragraphs  is  undoubtedly  very  fresh  in  the  mind  of 
King  Tafari.   Obviously  he  would  not  want  it  to 

> 

develop  again,  and  it  would  probably  develop  should 
the  new  Abouna  be  selected  and  arranged  for  in  the 

old 
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old  way.   The  Empress  would  noimally  wish  to  make 
no  departure  in  the  manner  of  obtaining  an  Abouna 
but  for  the  olroumstanoe  that  her  fayorlte  confessor 
and  counsellor,  Gabre  Menfes  Kedus,  is  a  candidate 
for  the  Job.   Her  interest  is  entirely  from  the 
religious  Tiewpoint  but  she  is  also  doubtless  in- 
fluenced by  her  well  known  loyalty  to  her  friends 
and  to  those  known  to  and  approved  of  by  her  father, 
the  late  Emperor  Menelek.   So  it  now  appears  that 
if  the  Copts  can  be  persuaded  the  next  Abouna  will 


I  be  an  Ethiopian. 


r 


t 

I  / 


Another  element  to  the  situation  is  that  the 
Coptic  Abouna  has  always  been  known  to  interest 
himself  in  Ethiopian  affairs  which  might  affect 
Egypt.   One  such  affair  of  particular  importance 
at  this  time  is  the  Tsana  Dam.   The  solution  of 
the  Abouna  (question  may,  therefore,  have  a  direct 
bearing  on  American  interests  in  this  country. 

This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  despatches 
on  the  relation  of  state  and  church  in  Ethiopia. 
The  subject  had  originally  been  considered  as  one 
for  a  single  report.   It  is,  however,  so  tied  up 
with  ourrent  politics  that  treatment  in  sections 
now  seems  desirable  and  such  procedure  will  pro- 
bably provide  a  more  logical  and  lucid  account 
then  would  otherwise  be  practicable.   The  subject 

is 
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la obylously  an  Involved  one. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 


Your  obedient  servant. 
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No.  121. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  state, 


Washington. 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  my  Diplomat lo 


Despatch  No.  Ill/of  December  15th,  1926,  discussing 
the  appointment  of  a  new  Abouna,  or  head  of  the  Eth- 
iopian state  church. 

From  reliable  sources  I  learn  confidentially 
that  the  Coptic  church  authorities  in  Alexandria 
have  replied  that  they  do  not  look  with  favor  on 
the  proposed  elevation  of  the  present  Itchigue  Grabre 
Menfes  Kedus.   Another  proposal  from  the  Ethiopians 
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Is  that  a  Coptio  Abouna  night  be  appolntod  as  hera- 
tofora,  hut  with  tha  distinct  imdar standing  that  ha 

« 

oonfina  himsalf  antiraly  to  ohuroh  affairs  and  naka 
no  andaayor  to  partioipata  in  tamporal  or  political 
affairs*  A  furthar  condition  by  the  Ethiopians  to 
aooeptanoa  of  a  new  Egyptian  Abouna  is  that  ha  con- 
sacrata  twalTa  Ethiopian  bishops  who  will  haad  as 
many  proTincial  districts  in  Ethiopia  and  ordain  all 
priests  ia|^ their  respectiva  districts* 

Heretofore  the  Abouna  only  could  ordain  priests. 
Eyery  candidate  had  to  come  to  Addis  Ababa  for  tha 
purpose  and  pay  to  the  Abouna  a  small  fee*  This  en- 
abled him  to  know  and  influence  every  priest  and  thus 
better  to  centralize  under  himself  the  control  of  the 
state  church* 

This  proposal  for  the  twelre  bishops  probably 
originated  with  King  Tafari*   His  double  motire  is 
doubtless  the  astute  one  of  decentralizing  church 
authority  and  Dayimc  the  way  for  the  eyentual  selec- 


'^ 


tion  of  one  of  the  bishops  as  Abouna*   His  Majesty 
has  probably  procured  the  support  of  the  Empress  and 
others  for  his  new  plan  by  conyincing  them  that  the 
dignity,  prestige  and  power  of  the  ohurch  would  be 
enhanced  by  haying  twelye  Ethiopian  bishops.   They 
would  also  be  impressed  with  the  idM  of  eyantually 

haying 
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haying  an  Sthiopian  Abouna  from  one  of  tha  twelya* 
That  a  daoentralizatlon  of  ohuroh.  authority  might 
thus  result  may  also  ooour  to  them  but  the  seeming 
adyantages  would  likely  outweigh  this,  to  them, 
possible  disadyantage • 

As  reported  in  my  preyious  despatch  the  Eth- 
iopian ohuroh  is  at  present  helpless  without  the 
aid  of  the  mother  Coptlo  ohuroh  in  obtaining 
appointment  or  qualification  of  a  ohuroh  dignitary 
with  power  to  ordain  priests.   The  Ethiopians  do 
not  want  an  Abouna  from  Alexandria  under  the  old 
conditions.   How  they  will  get  one  under  new  con- 
ditions is  the  present  question. 

The  new  Coptic  Patrieurch  appointed  about  two 
months  ago  is  said  to  haye  proposed  that  King  Tafauri 
send  to  Alexandria  a  commission  to  discuss  the  Abouna 
and  bishop  matter.   The  King,  in  this  as  in  other 
instances,  will  not  delegate  plenipotentiary  power. 
Therefore  the  sending  of  a  commission  to  Alexandria 
would  accomplish  little  that  is  definite  if  the 
decision  arriyed  at  were  to  depend  upon  discussion 
and  giye  and  take.   I  understand  that  His  Majesty 
has  now  suggested  that  the  Coptic  Patriarch  come  to 
Addis  Ababa  to  discuss  the  matter.   The  Patriarch 
replies  that  Addis  Ababa  is  too  high,  that  the  al- 
titude would  affect  his  health.   The  King  responds 

that 
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that  the  patrlaroh  oan  oome  to  Dlr^  Daoiia,  which 
is  not  nearly  so  high,  for  the  meeting.   My  in- 

« 

formation  ends  at  this  point* 

The  deyelopment  reported  herein  is  not  of 
great  importanoe  but  It  is  thought  of  interest  in 
keeping  the  Department  mi  oourant  with  this  lead- 
ing Ethiopian  political  and  religious  question  of 
the  appointment  of  a  new  Ahouna. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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LEGATION  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

Addis  Ababa » 
Ethiopia, 


February  Ist,  1929 


No.  13S 


The  Honorable 
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The  Seoretary  of  state, 
Washing tpn. 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  my  prtTlously  ex* 


pressed  Intention  of  submitting  a  series  of  basic 
despatches  on  the  Ethiopian  State  Church  with  refer- 
ence to  Its  praotloal  bearing  on  the  modernization 
of  political,  social  and  economic  conditions  in  the 


Empire 


No.  110  of  December  14th 


The  first  despatch  of  this  category  was 

,  1928,  bn  the  subject  of 


the  Ethiopian  holy  lands  probloa  in  Palestine,  an( 
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the  second  was  No*  ill  of  December  15th,  1928,  on 
the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  new  Abouna  or 
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head  of  the  state  church. 
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Tba  following  ooransnt,  Seised  upon  tedious  and 
searoliing  original  InTastlgation,  la  Intended  to 
treat  in  coneiae  mannar  tlie  actual  organization  of 
the  state  ehuroh  with  reference  to  its  influence 
and  the  nualtera  of  ita  personnel,  actual  churchea, 
etc*   No  dependable  written  acoounta  haye  been  en- 
countered of  the  subject  from  the  Tiewpoint  consid- 
ered.  The  church  has  no  written  constitation,  or 
similar  dooument,  goTerning  its  organization  and 
operation.   Complete  statistics  of  official  author- 
ity ooBoeming  the  numbers  of  churches,  personnel, 
income,  eto.,  etc.  do  not  appear  to  exist.   Tradi- 
tion, custom,  precedent,  and  the  like,  passed  on  in 


knit 


powerful 


been.   Fragmentary  statistics  are  oooasionally  found, 
but  the  more  dependable  sort  of  current  Infoimation 
appears  to  be  that  obtainable  orally  from  the  few 
local  foreigners  and  many  Ethiopians  most  familiar 
j  with  and  interested  in  the  church.   Such  haye  been 

my  main  sources  of  information*   Should  any  more 
systematic  data  be  in  time  disooTered  they  will,  of 
course,  be  submitted  in  a  supplementary  despatch. 
The  information  obtained  and  recorded  herein  is, 
howeyer,  belieyed  to  be  approximately  accurate  for 


the  purposes  contemplated. 

Always  in  theory,  and  frequently  in  practice, 
the  church  Is  controlled  in  temporal  as  well  as  in 

spiritual 
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splrltual  matters  by  the  ruler  of  the  Empire  (at 
present  nominally  the  Empress  Zeodltu) •   Repre- 
senting the  raler  are  the  Abouna,  irtiose  method  of 
appointment  has  on  a  preylous  occasion  been  dis- 
cussed, the  jLfanegus,  the  Itohlgue,  and  Tarlous 
lesser  officials  and  dignitaries.   In  theory  the 
Abouna  (translated  as  rather  or  Head)  represents 
the  Emperor  In  the  spiritual  affairs  of  the  church. 
He  Is  often  called  the  Ethiopian  Pope*   In  prac- 
tice there  Is  often  a  much  wider  scope  of  actlT- 
Ity  as  witness  the  late  and  powerful  Abouna  liatthew 
whose  control  of  and  Interference  In  temporal  and 
political  affairs  of  state  was  frequently  declslTe. 
To  represent  the  Smi>eror  In  temporal  affairs  related 
to  the  church  use  Is  made  of  the  Minister  of  Justice 
of  the  Empire  known  by  the  title  of  Afanegus  (treuis- 
lated  as  Mouth  of  the  King] .   He  is  really  the  su- 
preme Judge  In  all  legal  matters  whether  they  con- 
cern the  church  or  otherwise,  although  matters  sel- 
dom arise  which  are  not  In  some  way  of  religious 
connection*   Directly  under  the  Afanegus,  but  for 
church  matters  exoluslTSlyi  Is  an  official  Icnown  as 
the  Llquakahnat  (translated  freely  as  chief  of  the 
Priests) •   Theoretically  under  the  Abouna  on  the 
spiritual  side  of  church  administration  Is  the  itoh- 
Igue,  or  head  priest*   Sometimes  the  latter  Is  more 
or  less  Independent  of  the  Abouna  and  derotes  himself 

to 
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to  the  goyernlng  of  the  great  and  holy  Monastery  of 
Debra  Llbanos  from  whloh  lie  Is  appointed  and  of  which 
he  is  always  the  head*   The  funotions  and  activities 
of  the  Itohigue  with  reference  to  the  church  as  a 
whole  depend  upon  yarious  circumstances,  including 
his  own  personality,  intelligence,  and  ability. 

The  present  Itohigue  (Gabre  Menfes  Kedus)  holds 
a  dominating  position  in  national  affairs  because  he 
is  the  Confessor  of  the  Empress  Zeoditu  and  influen- 
ces her  greatly.   At  the  present  time  (see  Despatch 
No*  111  of  December  15th,  1928)  he  is  also  acting  in 
place  of  the  Abouna  who  has  not  been  replaced  since 
the  death  in  December,  1926,  of  Matthew*   Regardless 
of  actual  position  in  the  main  church  organization, 
howeyer,  the  Itohigue  is  very  powerful  eyen  if  he  con- 
fines himself  to  the  ruling  of  the  great  Monastery  of 
Debra  Llbanos*   Much  of  the  public  opinion  of  the 
country  is  molded  by  the  monks  as  distinguished  from 
the  priests*   Debra  Llbanos  is  fully  staffed  with 
monks  of  a  most  holy  character  whose  utterances  and 
influences  haye  correspondingly  great  effect  on  the 
people  whether  in  strictly  religious  or  in  political 
and  economic  affairs*   Thus  the  Itohigue,  who  is  in 
theory  more  or  less  an  odd  number  of  the  higher  church 
organization,  has  potentially  great  influence  whether 
he  confines  himself  to  the  affairs  of  his  monks  (about 
500  in  number)  at  Debra  Llbanos  or  assumes  others  of 
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the  above  suggested  places  or  functions* 

JLs  shown  by  the  accompanying  diagram  the  ruler 
of  the  country  has  what  mi£^t  be  called  two  wings 
for  governing  the  church*   seme  times  in  theory  and 
sometimes  in  practice,  as  has  already  been  indicated, 
his  right  wing  consists  of  the  Abouna  and  of  the 
Itchigue  for  spiritual  matters,  and  his  left  wing 
of  the  Afanegus  and  the  Liquakahnat  for  temporal 
affairs*   This  group  might  be  called  the  central 
governing  body* 

Each  church  in  the  country  has  a  direct  channel 
to  this  central  governing  body*   There  is  a  local 
head  of  each  church  who  is  a  government  official  not 
necessarily  a  member  of  the  clergy  and  has  the  title 
of  Alalca  (freely  translated  as  Chief).   under  the 
Alaka  come  the  three  groups  of  priests  (qu^s  in  An- 
hario),  deacons  (diakons  in  Amhario),  and  chanters 
(debteras  in  Amharic] ,  whose  numbers  vary  according 
to  the  size  and  importance  of  the  church*   The 
senior  members  of  the  group  of  priests  are  known  as 
high  priests*   under  the  Alaka  they  govern  the  inner 
affairs  of  the  church*   When  differences  of  a  tempo- 
ral nature  arise  concerning  property,  income,  etc., 
etc#,  they  go  through  the  Alaka  to  the  Liquakahnat 
and  thence  by  appeal  to  the  Afanegus  and  even  to  the 
Smperor*   When  spiritual  differences  arise  they  go 
through  the  Alaka  to  the  Abouna  (sometimes  via  the 
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Itohlgue  as  above  Indicated)  and  thenoe  by  appeal 
eyen  to  the  ruler*   This,  It  should  be  emphasized, 
is  the  theory*   It  some  tines  is  deyiated  from  in 
praotioe  depending  upon  various  ciroumstanoes  suoh 
as  personality  or  ability  of  the  officials  and 
other  influences  which  will  suggest  themselyes. 

The  accompanying  diagram  is  drawn  to  show  the 
theoretical  organization  and  relation  of  the  supreme 
officials  of  the  whole  to  each  individual  church* 
The  Afanegus,  the  Liqualcahnat,  and  the  Alaka  are 
oustomarily  appointed  by  the  Emperor  or  ruler  and 
are  usually  laymen  or  civil  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment*  However,  provincial  rulers  sometimes  ezer- 
oise  authority  to  appoint  Alakas  of  the  churches  in 
their  territories*   Much  depends  upon  the  strength 
of  the  central  ruler  and  government  as  to  who  ap- 
points Alalcas*   The  Abouna,  whose  method  of  appoint- 
ment  by  the  Coptic  Patriarch  at  Alexandria  has  been 
discussed  in  a  previous  despatch,  is  always  a  gentle- 
man of  the  cloth*   The  Itchigue  is  always  an  Ethiop- 
ian priest  appointed  by  the  ruler  usually  from  the 
monks  of  the  Monastery  of  Debra  Libanos* 

The  Abouna  has  usually  been  the  most  powerful 
of  all  the  group,  including  the  Emperor  or  ruler* 
He  crowns  and  anoints  the  latter  and  whether  or  not 
he  will  do  so  willingly  and  unconditionally  is  said 
frequently  to  create  such  apprehension  in  the  mind 
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of  the  oandidate  that  he  Is  on  oooasion  persuaded 
to  make  oertain  oonoessions  to  the  Ahouna.   He 
also  has  powerful  weapons  of  intrigue  even  against 
the  Smperor.   His  good  will  is  usually  oourted. 
The  Ahouna  being  heretofore  always  a  Coptic  priest 
is  usually  abore  the  average  Ethiopian  in  mental 
alertness,  craftiness,  and  general  ability.   It 
goes  without  saying  that  the  Coptic  Patriarch  of 
Alexandria  in  the  interest  of  closer  danination  of 
the  Ethiopian  church  would  select  for  the  appoint- 
ment as  Abouna  one  of  his  most  able  subordinates. 
The  Abouna  alone  is  able  to  ordain  priests  in  the 
Ethiopian  church  and  thus  maintains  a  direct  influ- 
ence over  the  various  individuals.   The  Itchigue 
has  no  such  power. 

The  priests  of  the  Ethiopian  church  are  in- 
frequently men  of  superior  intelligence  or  educa- 
tion.  Uany  are  said  to  be  illiterate.   There  is 
no  special  course  of  training  prescribed.   They 
are  frequently  recruited  from  the  boys  who  Join  the 
church  staff  as  deacons  and  serve  an  apprenticeship 
as  assistants  to  the  priests.   The  candidate  for 
ordination  must  satisfy  the  Abouna.   JUst  what  may 
satisfy  His  Beatitude  is  not  clear.   The  candidate 
must,  of  course,  have  the  fee  of  two  dollars  (about 


one  American  dollar) . 
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Salaries  are  usually  not  paid  to  the  priests. 
They  live  on  contributions  from  their  parishioners 
or  on  land  allotted  to  each  church  by  the  govern- 
ment for  cultivation  by  the  priests  themselres.  Of 
course  the  priest  may  get  some  one  to  do  his  cultiv- 
ating for  him*   But  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  a 
priest  in  the  fields  behind  a  wooden  plow  drawn  by 
an  oz,  or  with  a  hoe  in  his  hand.   Such  work  is  no 
reflection  on  his  calling  and  may  even  bring  him 

closer  to  the  peasants  idio  make  up  his  flock  at  the 
church.   The  priest  can  do  as  he  likes  excepting 
for  the  Sundays  and  the  Feast  Days  which  are  many* 
On  these  days  he  conducts  services  but  does  not 
preach.   There  is  no  preaching  in  the  Ethiopian 
church.   He  gives  holy  communion  and  hears  con- 
fessions.  In  the  latter  he  finds  much  of  his  in- 
come and  opportunities  for  influence.   A  priest 
can  and  usually  does  marry.   The  detractors  of 
the  church  in  Ethiopia,  lAio  are  beginning  to  grow 
in  numbers I  say  that  the  average  priest  takes  holy 
orders  not  so  much  from  religious  conviction  as 
for  the  comparatively  easy  and  influential  life 
offered. 

There  are  alleged  to  be  more  priests  in  the 
country  than  are  spiritually  necessary  or  economic- 
ally desirable*   Some  of  the  larger  churches  have 


many  as  fifteen  priests,  while  smal 
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proYlnolal  ohurolies  frequently  hav«  flye  or  more. 
Statistics  as  to  totals  will  follow  later  in  this 
despatch. 

The  next  group  of  church  functionaries  is  com- 
posed of  the  socalled  deacons.  They  are  appointed 
by  the  Abound  for  a  fee  of  one  local  dollar  (about 
fifty  American  cents) •  They  may  be  of  any  age  but 
are  usually  boys  or  young  men  who  take  this  path  to 
becoming  priests.  Their  function  is  mainly  to  study 
under  the  chanters  (to  be  mentioned  later)  and  to 

/' 

assist  the  priests  by  holding  the  candles  and  the 
holy  books,  by  chanting  hymns,  and  by  doing  various 


other  odd  Jobs.   The  deacon  (diakon  in  Ambario)  also 
gets  his  compensation  by  farming  lands  granted  by  the 
goyernmenti  from  an  occasional  salary,  and  from  such 
other  sources  as  his  ingenuity  and  circumstances  make 
develop.   A  large  church  having,  say,  fifteen  priests, 

I.. 

will  have  ten  deacons,  and  so  on  in  proportion. 

The  third  group  is  composed  of  the  chanters 
(debteras  in  Amharlo).   They  are  a  very  important 
and  influential  class  because  in  them  centers  such 
education  as  exists  in  Ethiopia.   A  chanter  usually 
Joins  the  church  organization  as  a  boy  and  is  re- 
quired to  study  hard*   The  other  chanters  teach  him. 
He  learns  to  read  and  write  Amhario,  studies  the  an- 
cient classical  and  church  language  known  as  Geeze, 
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memorlzes  religious  books  written  usually  In  the 
latter  language,  and  studies  and  practices  ohuroli 
ffluslo.   They  learn  to  compose  verses  from  holy 
themes  which  are  chanted  on  occasion •   Those  who 
do  not  became  so  accomplished  never  rise  high  in 
the  profession.    They  learn  to  use  the  drums, 
timbrels,  etc.,  employed  in  the  average  Ethiopian 
church  service.   This  last  function,  as  the  title 
of  chanter  indicates,  is  most  important.   The 
chanters  or  debteras  are  the  schoolmasters  of  the 
Empire  and  another  du'fy  required  of  them  is  the 
instruction  of  such  youths  as  may  offer  theoLselves 
frcm  the  parish.   There  are  no  other  school  teach- 
ers.  The  courses  of  study  offered  are,  of  course, 
religious  rather  than  practical  and  this  explains 
the  lack  of  Ethiopians  qualified  by  practical  edu- 
cation to  take  over  posts  under  the  Government  (see 
Diplomat io  Despatch  Iro.  IBCT  of  January  14th,  1929) 

/ 

and  in  business  as  economio  and  social  moderniza- 
tion develops.   The  chanters  have  lately  come  in 
for  greatly  increased  duties,  either  actual  or 
theoretical,  by  the  issuance  of  an  official  decree 
of  education  which  was  transmitted  with  my  Diplo- 


.*   / 


matic  Despatch  No.  00  of  November  5th,  1928. 

JL  youth  who  starts  at  fifteen  is  usually  con- 
sidered a  full  fledged  chanter  at  about  thirty.  The 

chanters 
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ohanters  frequontly  aoquire  great  dignity  of  stand- 
ing by  reason  of  their  soholarly  attainments  and 
are  shown  high  respeot  hy  the  Emperor  and  lesser 
rulers  of  the  Empire*   Not  Infrequently  they  are 
much  better  educated  than  the  rulers  emd  other 
nobility  and  thus  command  an  Involuntary  respeot 
from  the  latter*   One  of  my  Informants  has  remarlced 
that  should  there  be  organized  In  Ethiopia  a  body 
similar  to  the  French  Aoadamy  the  majority  of  the 
members  would  be  chanters* 

The  chanter,  or  debtera,  like  the  priest  and 
the  deacon,  usually  finds  his  living  by  oultlvatlog 
a  parcel  of  land  granted  him  by  the  goyemment  for 
his  support.   When  no  land  Is  available  he,  like 
the  others,  receives  a  nominal  salary*   The  debtera, 
too,  will  have  other  obvious  possible  sources  of  In- 
come* 

While  the  chanter* 8  position  carries  more  dig- 
nity than  that  of  the  priest  It  does  not  have  super- 
ior rank  within  the  church  Itself  and  he  often  seeks 
and  obtains  admission  to  holy  orders.  Jl   large 
church  having  fifteen  priests  and  ten  deacons  may 
have  two  or  three  hundred  chanters,  and  so  on  In 
proportion  down  to  the  smaller  churches.   Chanters, 
as  also  priests  and  deacons,  may  marry* 

I  have  obtained  various  versions  as  to  the  total 
numbers  of  churches  and  church  personnel*   1  fair 

estimate 
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estliDAte  would  appear  to  be  a  total  approaohlo^ 

« 

2,000,000  priests,  deacons,  chanters,  and  miscel- 
laneous attaches  I  dlTided  somewliat  along  the  lines 
aboye  indicated  by  naming  the  proportionate  num- 
bers of  each  group  attached  to  an  indiYidual  church. 
This  would  make  the  church  personnel  approach  in 
bulk  to  one  fifth  of  the  total  population  of  the 
oountry*   Included  in  this  total  are  the  nuns  of 
whom  there  are  only  a  few  thousands  and  who  have 
not  been  discussed  separately  for  the  reason  that 
their  influence  and  position  does  not  appear  import- 
ant*  The  chanter  class  are,  of  course,  by  far  the 
more  numerous  and  there  is  belieyed  to  be  consider- 
able elasticity  in  counting  them.   The  deacons  also 
are  rather  a  fluid  group  whose  numbers  may  vary  ac- 
cording to  how  strictly  they  are  defined.   Never- 
theless  there  appears  no  doubt  but  that  the  number 
of  able  bodied  men  attached  to  or  liying  in  the  name 
of  the  state  church  is  quite  out  of  proportion  to 
the  requirements  and  resouroes  of  the  total  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  which  is  estimated  at  10,000,000 

The  total  number  of  churches  in  the  country  is 
estimated  at  roundly  15,000,  distributed  approximate- 
ly  as  follows:  In  aondar,  3,000;  in  Shoe,  5,000;  in 
Tigre,  3,000;  in  God Jam,  2,000;  with  the  balance 
scattered  here  and  there.   The  greater  number  are, 
of  course,  in  the  north  which  is  the  seat  of  the 
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Sthlopian  religion,  olTlllzatlon  and  culture.   In 
the  south,  southeast,  and  southwest,  which  cons tit- 
ute  mainly  territory  obtained  by  conquest  and  ori- 
ginally Inhabited  by  Moslems  or  pagans,  the  churches 
are  much  fewer.   «The  present  Empress,  who  Is  yery 
deTOut  and  possessed  of  great  religious  zeal.  Is  un- 
consciously bringing  about  the  consolidation  of 
governmental  authority  In  these  attached  or  conquered 
territories  by  causing  the  establishing  of  churches. 
Her  purpose  has  been  entirely  religious;  its  effect 
has  been  temporal  or  political.   It  is  in  these 
territories  that  the  American  missionary  effort  in 
Ethiopia  has  been  directed.   With  the  in tensifi ca- 
tion of  the  Empress*  move  to  increase  Ethiopian 
churches  in  the  areas  concerned  there  is  developing 
much  promise  of  friction  with  and  trouble  for  the 
American  interests.   That,  however,  is  another 
story  which  will  provide  material  for  future  des- 
patches on  current  events  as  the  need  for  them  occurs. 
Monasteries  are  much  less  numerous  than  churches. 
There  are  perhaps  20,000  monks  in  the  country  of  whom 
one  fourth  are  in  ten  establishments.   There  are  no 
separate  establishments  for  the  nuns  who  number  perhaps 
not  more  than  5,000  in  all.   The  monasteries,  as  al- 
ready remarked,  wield  great  influence  because  of  the 
weight  which  the  people  give  the  opinions  and  utter- 
ances of  the  monks  who  are  credited  with  possessing 

very 
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very  holy  oharaoter* 

The  Influenoe  of  the  dhurch  has  always  been 
paramount  In  Ethiopia.   It  has  made  and  unmade 
Smperors  and  Kings*   It  is  still  great  but  the 
prediction  of  many  is  that  its  decline  has  begun 
and  will  be  much  more  rapid  upon  the  abdication 
or  decease  of  the  present  Empress*   There  are 
various  influences  at  work*   First,  the  Ethiop- 
ians are  coming  more  and  more  into  contact  with 
education  and  the  outside  world*   The  foreign 
educated  Ethiopian  generally  ceases  to  be  the  de- 
voted adherent  of  the  feudalist ic  church*   The 
reasons  are  obvious*   Second,  several  mission 
schools  have  crept  in  during  the  past  generation 
or  two  and  have  turned  out  many  independent  think- 
ers among  the  Ethiopians*   By  far  the  most  import- 
ant of  these  men  who  have  come  under  the  influence 
of  alien  schools  and  religions  is  the  present  King, 
Tafari  Ufiikonnen*   Outwardly  he  is  devoted  to  the 
state  church*   He  must  be  at  this  time*   Policy 
requires  it.   But  there  is  plenty  of  indication 
and  conjecture  that  hie  zeal  and  loyalty  to  it  in 
no  sense  approach  in  degree  the  feelings  of  the 
present  Empress  and  former  rulers*   There  are  some 
(mainly  in  the  state  church)  who  suspect  him  of 
having  a  leaning  towards  Roman  Catholicism*   He  is 
undoubtedly  sympathetic  to  that  as  well  as  to  other 
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imported  forms  of  Christianity.   He  reoeived  muoh 
of  his  eduoation  from  Frenoh  priests.   He  is  a 
very  hroadminded  man  and  that  quality  alone  would 
appear  to  he  sufficient  to  wean  him  away  from  the 
state  ehuroh* 

The  King  treats  the  state  ohuroh  with  great 
consideration  and  tact  and  in  the  events  of  last 
September,  as  reported  (Despatch  No.  62  of  sept- 
ember  7th,  1928)  at  that  time,  gained  the  first 
publicly  uttered  statement  of  allegiance  from  the 
Itohigue.   The  King  is  not,  however,  greatly  in 
favor  with  the  high  priests  and  other  ohuroh  aris- 
tocracy.  They  have  tried  to  make  political 
trouble  for  him  and  will  continue  to  try.   Some 
of  the  opposition  comes  doubtless  from  sympathy 
with  the  party  of  the  Empress.   Much  of  it  comes, 
however,  from  other  causes  of  which  a  principal 
one  is  the  distribution  by  the  King  to  the  poorer 
clergy  of  religious  books.   Heretofore  the  posses- 
sion of  a  bible  or  ritual  by  a  priest  in  ordinary 
circumstances  was  unusual.   such  books  have  for 
centuries  been  written  or  printed  by  hand  on  parch- 
ment.  The  cost  has  obviously  been  comparatively 
great.   In  wiodem  times  such  a  book  has  sold  for 
from  the  equivalent  of  USf7«50  upwards.   Obviously 
the  priest  with  a  monthly  Income  of  two  or  three 
dollars  could  not  indulge  himself  in  such  books. 
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King  Tafarl  in  r«oent  years  has  establislied  a  print- 
ing press  at  i.ddis  Ababa  where  religious  books  are 
printed  and  sent  by  him  to  provinoial  centers  for 
sale  to  the  priests  at  the  nominal  price  of  fifty 
of  our  cents  each*   Naturally  he  has  won  the  grat- 
itude of  the  masses  of  the  poorer  clergy  thus  reached 
and  the  disapproval  of  the  richer  clergy  who  have 
found  pleasure  and  pride  in  the  distinction  and  op- 
portunity afforded  by  keeping  bibles,  etc*,  costly. 
Also  the  monopolistic  occupation  in  the  church  con- 
cerned with  the  production  of  parchment  bibles  has 
suffered*   King  Tafari*s  mot  ire  has  not  been  so 
much  a  desire  for  popularity  as  his  instinctive 
broadmlndedness  and  yearning  to  enlighten  his  people* 
The  declaration  of  the  Itchigue  in  favor  of  King 
Tafarii  referred  to  in  the  second  paragraph  above,  has 
not  been  accepted  as  sincere  by  many  of  the  hi^  priests* 
The  Itchigue  probably  did  it  more  to  please  the  Em- 
press than  for  any   other  reason*   Perhaps  self  pre- 
servation was  also  a  consideration*   He' is  said  to 
be  among  those  who  have  in  the  past  weighed  the  mat- 
ter of  bringing  charges  against  Tafari  of  a  leaning 
toweurds  Roman  Catholicism*   I  am  informed  that  some 
anonymous  letters  were  written  and  circulated  on  the 
subject  at  the  instance  of  the  clergy  a  few  years  ago* 
I  have  endeavored,  without  success,  to  find  some  one 
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haying  a  oopy  of  the  alleged  letters. 

King  Tafarl  has  also  apparently  weakened  his 
standing  with  the  more  oonseryatlYe  of  the  state 
ohuroh  by  the  pennission  whioh  he  has  from  time  to 
time  granted  to  several  Amerloan  and  a  few  other 
foreign  missionaries  to  ooms  into  this  country 
professedly  for  medioal  and  educational  work. 
Aotufidly  these  missionaries  have  not  in  all  instan- 
ces kept  faith  with  His  Kttijesty.   They  have  gener- 
ally observed  the  letter  of  his  prohibition  against 
proselytizing,  but  are  alleged  to  have  frequently 
and  distinctly  violated  the  spirit  of  it.   'The 
Americans  are  considered  not  the  least  of  the  of- 
fenders  in  this  respect,  and  such  is  more  true  of 
the  Doctor  T*  A.  Lambie  enterprises  than  of  the 
original  Presbyterian  establishments  with  which 
Lambie  now  competes  for  Ethiopleui  favor. 

No  reliable  figures  are  available  as  to  the 
income  of  the  state  church.   Undoubtedly  it  is 
large.   Salaries  or  allowances  in  money  are  usual- 
ly not  made  by  the  Government.   Land  (with  peas- 
ants and  soldiers)  is  allotted  to  the  various  church 
dignitaries  and  personnel  according  to  their  rank. 
Great  ones  like  the  Abouna,  the  itchigue,  and  others, 
have  whole  provinces  from  which  they  draw  taxes* 
Small  ones,  like  the  minor  priests,  have  individual 
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plots  of  leuid  which  they  must  work  and  cultivate 
themselyes.   The  support  of  the  church  In  total 
Is  undoubtedly  a  heary  economic  burden.   The  land 
grants  are  sometimes  very  oppressive  to  the  people 
who,  with  the  exhaustion  of  their  neighborhood  land 
by  religious  grants,  come  occasionally  to  the  posi- 
tion of  serfs  under  the  priests  and  their  associates. 

It  is  said  that  a  small  ruler  who  wishes  to 
punish  a  section  of  his  people  will  appeal  to  the 
central  government  for  the  establishing  among  them 
of  a  new  church.   He  not  only  works  a  revenge  on 
the  people  but  establishes  favor  with  the  central 
government  and  the  state  church  for  his  piety.   His 
motive  is,  natTirally,  not  often  open  to  investiga- 
tion.  The  people  are  as  a  mass  ignorant  and  super- 
stitious, and  in  fear  of  the  church  with  its  power 
of  exconmninioation  and  the  like,  and  few  of  them  are 
bold  enough  to  protest.   Lacking  leaders  and  support 
among  themselves  they  are  forced  by  circumstances  to 
keep  quiet.   And,  of  course,  the  majority  of  the 
people  are  still  in  such  state  of  mental  and  moral 
development  that  opposition  to  the  church  would  be 
considered  by  them  as  sacrilege.   However,  the 
feeling  of  discontent  and  opposition  plainly  exists 
and  is  growing.   It  may  easily  take  the  course 
familiar  to  students  of  the  related  phases  of  ^ 

medieval  and  later  European  development.   The  last 
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stroD^old  of  the  ohiirch  as  it  has  existed  and  ruled 
for  oentxirles  Is  In  the  present  Empress  and  the  older 
nohillty  and  arlstooraoy*  They  are,  In  many  instan- 
ces ,  approaching  the  end  of  their  probable  respeotiTe 
spans  of  life.  The  following  generation  will  not  be 
so  strong  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  church* 

In  its  control  of  political  and  other  temporal 
matters  the  church,  briefly  stated,  works  by  tradi- 
tion, precedent  and  the  oral  word  as  opposed  to  rea- 
son and  the  printed  word*   The  priests  and  their 
flocks  are  fre(iuently  illiterate  and  the  printed  word 
would  do  no  good*   They  are  also  superstitious  and 
inherently  respect  and  fear  the  iron  bonds  of  tradi- 
tion floid  precedent*   Propaganda  is,  therefore,  mainly 
by  the  spoken  word  or  by  alleged  miracle*   There  ap- 
pears to  be  no  special  system*   Should  the  Abouna 
wish  to  influence  the  ohurch  organization  he  works 
through  personal  contact,  mainly  with  the  high  priests 
and  the  noTltiates  who  oome  up  for  ordination*   He 
also  works  with  proyinoial  rulers  on  the  basis  of 
"you  help  me  and  I  will  help  you*"   His  help  under 
the  circumsteuices  can  be  very  useful*   If,  as  was 
the  circumstance  with  the  Abouna  Uatthew  and  the 
Emperor  Mienelek,  and  as  is  the  circumstance  with  the 
present  Itchigue  and  the  Em^press  Zeoditu,  there  is 
intimate  relation  with  the  head  of  state,  propaganda 
can  be  openly  carried  on  through  the  Afanegus  and 

Liquakahnat 


c 


-20- 


t 


• 


Llquakahnat  and  other  oItII  offiolals.   Th«  ways 
and  means  are  various.   I  desire  to  establisli  that 
the  general  illiteracy  of  the  ohurch  personnel  and 
people  and  the  absence  of  printing  facilities  pre- 
vents propaganda  of  the  sort  usual  in  more  advanced 
countries*   The  Ethiopian  is  not  what  might  be 
called  an  orator.   His  talking  is  done  in  conver- 
sational style  but  he  can  convey  ideas  and  carry 
conviction  very  effectively. 

The  power  of  the  church  propaganda  is,  of 
course,  greatly  enhanced  by  the  credulity  of  the 
people  in  matters  affecting  religious  miracle  and 
tradition,  and  by  their  ignorance  of  the  outside 
world.   Further  to  enforce  its  opinions  the  ohurch 
possesses  two  powerful  weapons  in  the  form  of  ex- 
communication and  the  right  of  asylum  for  offenders 
which  rests  in  certain  individual  churches.   The 
people  of  Ethiopia  have  few  diversions  and  religion 
and  church  attendance  are  their  main  substitutes. 
The  national  holidays  and  other  gala  dates  of  the 
year  are  invariably  linked  up  with  the  ohurch  and 
saints*  days.   Religion  in  some  foim  or  effeot 
permeates  almost  every  important  social  act.   The 
church  effectively  touches  the  people  in  most  of 
their  emotions  and  importantly  so  in  the  emotions 
of  fear,  pleaisure,  and  superstition. 

The  sources  and  strength  of  the  church  power 
are  oVvious  and  are  still  well  established.   Its 
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main  apprehensions  are  eduoatlon,  and  the  introduo- 
tion  of  foreign  economic  influences*   Both  ar* 
coming  but  it  fights  back,  particularly  against  the 
latter  which  inyolres  the  Tsana  Dam,  road  construc- 
tion and  other  matters  in  which  American  interests 
are  more  directly  concerned.   The  Monophysite 
Christian  Church  has,  in  effect,  ruled  Ethiopia  for 
more  than  a  dozen  centuries  with  but  two  apparently 
serious  threats.   One  was  the  introduction  of  Jesuit 
missionaries  under  Portugese  influence  in  the  six- 
teenth century.   The  other  was  the  invasion  of  Islam 
in  the  preceding  century*   Islam  still  has  a  hold  in 
the  country.   Its  strength  and  importance,  or  lack 
thereof,  will  form  the  subject  for  another  basic  re- 
port when  the  always  considerable  pressure  of  cur- 
rent work  permits  the  completion  of  the  collection  of 
materieil* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant. 


Enclosure . 
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UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

Addis  Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 
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The  Honorable 

Oopy  lYansmitted  by  Ttob 

The  Secretary  of  State,  Oomm«roU101Boe  (AXyi^ 

Sir: 


Washington, 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  previous  coimnents 
from  this  Legation  as  to  the  situation  in  Ethiopia  of 
Roman  Catholicism  and  other  imported  Christiein  reli- 
gions vis-a-vis  the  Ethiopian  State  Church  ^ich  fol- 
lows  the  Coptic  version  and  practice  of  Christianity* 
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Such  connn^ts  were  nainly  in  Diplomatic  Despatches 
^  ^    Nos,  13^1,'  of  December  15th,  1928,  and  A32  of  February 
1st,  1929,  the  first  of  which  v/as  on  the  general  sub- 
ject of  the  appointment  of  a  new  Abouna  and  the  second 
on  the  genereil  subject  of  the  organization  of  the 

Ethiopian 


^f 


hj 


L 


r-  i>  —        > 


"•srr 


>  >• 


X 


-2- 


Ethiopian  state  church,  > 

Lately  there  has  been  considerable  local  com- 
ment  on  what  is  termed  an  Italian  press  campaign 
with  the  evident  object  of  enhancing  the  prestige 
of  the  Italian  Roman  Catholic  miissions  in  the  pagan 
province  of  Kaffa.   I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
what  specific  Italian  papers  published  the  alleged 
propaganda,  nor  have  I  seen  any  of  the  articles, 
Ethiopia  offers  practicedly  no  facilities  for  lo- 

1' 

eating  newspapers  ajid  publications  of  other  coun- 
tries*  There  are  no  news  dealers  and  very  few 
private  subscribers  to  foreign  periodicals ♦   The 
Ethiopian  Government  subscribes  to  various  press 
clipping  agencies  in  England  and  Europe  and  thus 
keeps  in  touch  with  published  articles  on  things 
Ethiopian* 

The  Italian  newspaper  articles,  of  the  exist- 
ence of  which  I  have  little  doubt  although  I  have 
not  seen  them,  are  said  to  play  up  with  consider- 
able effect  the  accomplishment  of  the  Kaffa  mis- 
sionaries in  having  built  from  locally  cut  timber 
by  mission  trained  natives  a  complete  knock-down 
house  with  furniture  of  the  same  construction. 
The  articles  are  alleged  to  state  that  this  complete 
house  and  furniture  of  15,000  pieces  were  carried  by 
158,000  Kaffa  natives  to  Addis  Ababa  for  presenta- 
tion to  King  Tafari.   The  158,000  natives  ceirried 
the  15,000  pieces  over  the  700  kilometres  distance 
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from  Kaffa  to  Addis  Abalja,  following  mule  tracks 
up  and  down  mountains,  river  canyons  and  the  like, 
because  of  devotion  to  the  Italian  Roman  Catholic 
missionl   Authoritative  sources  which  I  have 
orally  consulted  here  say  that  such  a  house  and 
furniture  did  come  by  man  power  from  Kaffa  to  Addis 
Ababa  for  the  King  but  that  he  paid  the  mission 
about  3,000  pounds  sterling  for  the  work  and  that 
the  Kaffa  natives  who  ceLrried  it  were  inspired  to 
do  so  by  a  reward  of  remission  of  government  taxes. 
The  King  did  not  necessarily  want  the  house  and 
furniture  but  he  presumably  bought  it  to  encourage, 
as  is  his  invariable  custom,  the  training  and  edu- 
cation of  his  people  to  skilled  labor. 

The  incident  has  assumed  no  great  importance 
but  is  hereby  recited  as  tangible  evidence  of  ef- 
ficient Romein  Catholic  efforts  to  build  up  prestige 
here,  and  as  further  evidence  of  the  zeal  with  which 
allegedly  officially  inspired  Italian  newspapers 
seize  upon  such  happenings  to  create  at  the  same 
time  a  bit  more  favor  for  Italian  national  inter- 
ests in  Ethiopia,   There  are  many  indications  here 
that  official  and  religious  Italy  plan  to  work  hand 
in  hand.   The  present  Italian  Klnlster  in  Addis 
Ababa  is  said  to  be  an  ardent  Roman  Catholic  t;Iio 


has  very  close  official  and  personal  relations  with 
the  Italian  missionaries  of  similar  belief  who  are 


extending  their  work  and  interests  here# 
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The  official  French  here  have  also  found 
much  assistance  from  time  to  time  in  the  French 
Catholic  missions  which  have  for  years  worked 
in  Ethiopia  with  no  appreciable  increase  in 
strength  or  number.   But  the  commendable  French 
establishcnents  of  this  sort  in  the  province  of 
Harrar  Lave  been  responsible  for  the  education 
of  several  of  the  younger  Ethiopians  now  holding 
authoritative  positions  under  the  government. 
King  Tafari  himself  obtained  some  of  his  educa- 
tion and  his  speaking  knowledge  of  French  from 
French  Catholic  missionaries  in  his  ancestral 
province  of  Harrar.   On  the  other  hand  the  Em- 
press and  most  of  the  older  nobility  and  aris- 
tocracy Lave  had  no  relation  with  the  imported 
religions  and  look  upon  than  with  the  enmity 
fostered  by  the  state  church.   It  is  not  ap- 
parent tliat  Roman  Catholicism,  v/hether  with  Ital- 
ian or  Trench  backing,  will  have  much  opportunity 
for  wielding  great  influence  here  for  some  years 
to  come.   However,  there  are  developing  signs  of 
carefully  planned  but  intensified  efforts  by  at 
least  Italian  emissaries  of  the  Holy  See  to  in- 
crease and  intrench  themselves  in  Ethiopia.  Their 
progress  is,  of  course,  blocked  by  the  passive  but 
formidable  resistance  of  the  Ethiopian  State  Church 
on  the  one  hand  and  by  the  foreign  Protestant  mis- 
sionajries  on  the  other  hand.   The  latter  are  very 
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active. 

More  along  these  lines  will  be  reported  as 
there  develop  specific  happenings  for  use  in  il- 
lustration, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


4  Carbon  Qftpi*? 
Recsiveff^'l 
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V'.I.  Addis  Ababa, 
\       Sthiopia, 


» .     »  <    '    I 


February  IBth,   1929. 
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No.   144. 


Oopy  TransmitUd  by  T»] 


To 


^f' 


The  Honorable 


Ttie  Secretary  of  State, 
V/asliington* 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here^vith  translation 


from  the  Amharic  of  an  article  published  in  the  Eth- 
iopian official  gazette  of  February  7th,  1929,  on  the 
subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  new  Abouna  or  head  of 
the  state  church* 

This  article,  which  is  represented  as  taken  from 
a  Cairo  newspaper  of  Jamuary  17th,  1929,  presents  no 
particularly  new  information  on  the  subject* 
does,  however,  appear  to  have  a  special  interest  inas- 
much as  it  confirms  information  v/hich  I  obtained  orally 
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from  local  and  original  sources  many  weeks  earlier 
and  transmitted  to  the  Dep€a»tment  in  my  Diplomatic 


Despfiit 


xransmitteq  to 
SfiLtdh  No.  Ill  of 


December  15th,  19E8,  and  in  No 


121yr5f  January  16th,  1929,   My  two  despatches  pre- 
sent also  considerable  additional  information  to 
that  included  in  this  press  article. 

From  the  original  and  authoritative  sources  of 
information  available  to  me  here  I  have  been  unable 
to  learn  of  any  further  development  of  importance  in 
the  matter  of  the  appointment  of  a  new  Abouna^   Twice 
lately  there  have  been  rumors  of  the  imminent  arrival 
of  an  Egyptian  Diplomatic  or  Consular  officer  to  as- 
sist in  bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Ethiopian 
Gtovernment  in  the  interest  of  the  prompt  appointmeit 
of  a  Coptic  Abouna  under  the  old  conditions*   Each 
time,  however,  the  Egyptian  official  has  failed  to 
arrive*   The  Egyptiajis  have  off  and  on  had  a  Consular 
representative  here  and  I  was  informed  nearly  a  year 

•  s 

ago  from  Ethiopian  official  sources  that  there  would 
shortly  be  opened  an  Egyptian  Legation  in  Addis  Ababa. 
No  information  as  to  the  failure  of  the  Legation  to 
open  to  date  is  at  present  available  to  me. 

In  Ethiopian  politics  the  appointment  of  a  Coptic 
Abouna  from  Egypt  is  considered  to  have  close  connec- 
tion to  the  official  relations  between  Ethiopia  and 
Egypt  and  to  the  Lake  Tsana  and  Anglo -Egyptian  Sudan 
issues,  as  has  been  intimated  in  various  despatches 
from  this  Legation* 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Enclosure. 


f 


n 


A 


V 


r'i 


■ri/^'W-. 


i   >*>^ 


Enclosure  to  Diplomatic  Despatch  No»  144  of  February 
18th.  l^^Q.  of  AdHsbn  E»  SoutHard.  Minister  and 
Consul  General  at  ^dls  Ababa,  Ethiopia,  on 
the  subject  o?  the  appointment  of  a 
new  Ab ouna  for  Ethiopia. 


TRANSLATION. 

(From  BERHACIENA  SAIAM,  Year  V,  No 

7th,  1929). 


6,  of  February 


THE  ETHIOPIAN  ABOUNA. 


I 


The  newspaper  IIOKATTAM  has  published  the  follow- 
ing In  Its  January  19,  1929  number: 

"Of  those  persons  especially  invited  by  the  Pat- 
riarch to  meet  at  his  house  on  V/ednesday,  January  17, 
1929,  the  following  were  present: 

"The  Patriarch  of  the  Greeks  of  Jerusalem 
and  Cairo 


N.  Motl  Pasha 
Suleinan  Pasha 
Dos  Pasha 
F.  Kotl  Pasha 
Esmek  Pasha 
Calini  Pasha 


Awad  Bey 
Antoun  Bey 
Sadulla  Bey 
llocrafl  Bey 
Farag  Moussa,  Egyptian 
Consul  to  Ethiopia* 


I 


f 


.« 


"Some  of  the  councillors  had  refused  to  accept 
the  invitation  on  the  ground  that  their  fellow  coun- 
cillors were  not  invited. 

"The  Director  of  the  Patriarchate,  llr.  Sidaros 
Bey  Blshara,  placed  the  Deir-ul-Sultan  question  be- 
fore the  meeting  for  discussion.   Suleiman  Pasha  ex 
posed  In  half  an  hour  his  conversation  with  King  Taf' 
ari  regarding  the  development  of  Egyptian  and  Ethiop- 
ian relations. 

"Sarwat  Pasha  had  appreciated  these  efforts. 
Then  he  read  before  the  Assembly  his  correspondence 
with  the  King.   The  subject  of  this  correspondence 
was  the  choice  of  a  learned  Patriarch  from  Egypt 
capable  of  teaching  Ethiopians  and  of  appointing  as 
many  bishops  as  required  to  assist  him  in  his  work. 

Further 
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Enclosure, 


« 


Further  the  King  had  told  Suleiman  Pasha  that  if 
Addis  Ababa  was  feared  on  account  of  its  altitude 
he  was  willing  to  descend  to  Dire  Dawa  to  receive 
him, 

"The  Deir-ul-Sultan  question  had  not  been  set- 
tled between  the  Ethiopians  and  Copts,  and  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  matter  needed  a  solution  the 
Assembly  did  not  discuss  it,  as  nothing  had  been 
clearly  mentioned  in  the  correspondence.   The  ques- 
tion of  the  Abouna  was  discussed  alone, 

"Hafiz  Afifi  Bey,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
declared  that  he  had  been  instructed  to  inform  the 
Patriarch  and  the  Assembly  that  since  the  question 
of  the  Abouna  was  noted  to  be  not  only  an  eccles- 
iastical matter  but  also  as  of  interest  to  the  Grovern- 
ment  it  was  his  ovm  opinion  also  that  the  Abouna  should 
Immediately  be  appointed  in  accordeince  with  the  demands 
of  Ethiopia, 

"He  declared  further  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
Government  to  strengthen  the  relations  of  Egypt  and 
Ethiopia  and  it  was  ready  to  do  any  requested  thing 
within  its  power  for  the  agreement  of  the  Ethiopian 
and  Coptic  Churches, 

"In  closing  he  stated  that,  based  on  the  discus- 
sions and   the  subject  matter  of  the  correspondence, 
the  demands  of  Ethiopia  and  the  Coptic  claims  were 
not  far  apart.   The  Assembly  appreciated  his  declara- 
tions and  he  left  at  11:15, 

"The  Assembly  sat  till  6:15,  discussed  and  agreed 
to  sign  the  following  telegram  in  French  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  King  Tafari: 

•We  have  read  the  letter  addressed  by  Your  Majesty 
to  our  son  Suleiman  Pasha,   We  were  greatly  pleased  to 
know  of  your  desire  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  the  Eth- 
iopian and  Coptic  Churches,   I  inform  Your  Majesty  in 
my  own  name  and  in  that  of  the  Coptic  Church  of  our 
sympathies  for  the  Ethiopian  Church  and  for  our  child- 
ren, the  Ethiopians,   I  inform  Your  Majesty  of  our 
readiness  to  appoint  for  Ethiopia  an  Abouna  that  knows 
all  the  questions  you  may  ask.   Had  the  regulations 
of  our  Church  permitted  we  would  have  granted  him  the 
authority  to  invest  other  Abounas, 

*But  as  this  is  impossible  we  repeat  and  confirm 
the  letter  of  Suleiman  Pasha  to  Your  Majesty,  written 
before  the  death  of  the  Patriarch  Cyrillus,  asking  for 
the  Itchigue  to  be  sent  over  that  we  might  invest  him 
as  Abouna, 
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Enclosure. 


♦Y/e  are  ready  to  appoint 
as  you  may  think  necessary  to 
in  Ethiopia, 


as  many  Coptic  Abounas 
assist  him  in  his  work 


•We  confiim  our  sincere  desire  to  settle  the 
matters  pending  between  Egypt  and  Ethiopia  in  such  a 
manner  that  will  harmonize  with  the  interests  of  the 
tvro  parties  and  that  will  please  Your  Llajesty. 

'Awaiting  the  answer  of  your  great  assistance 
and  of  the  good  news  for  the  immediate  appointment 
of  the  Ethiopian  Abouna  we  send  our  blessings  to  Her 
Majesty,  the  Empress,  to  His  Majesty,  the  King,  to 
the  Royal  Family,  to  the  Rases  and  to  the  people, 

^Archbishop  Johannes. 

•Patriarch*^ 

♦^Telegram,  Thursday,  January  18th,  1929**^ 
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The  Secretary  of  State, 


Tlie  Honorable 


Washington 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer 


to  my  Diplomatic  Defl-  ■^ 


patch  No.  144  of  February  18th,  1929,  and  to  rarious 
other  related  despatches  on  the  subject  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  new  Coptic  Abouna  for  the  Ethiopian 
state  church. 

Lately  I  haye  learned  of  another  important  erlem- 
ent  in  the  situation.   This  is  that  the  Ethiopians 
have  endeaTored  to  tie  up  with  the  JLbouna  appointment 
the  settlement  of  the  possession  of  their  Holy  Land    _^ 
properties  for  the  loss  of  which  during  the  last 

century 
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century  the  Coptic  church  is  charged  with  nuoh  re- 
sponsibility.  This  general  subject  of  the  Ethlop- 
iem  Holy  Land  clfliims  Is  discussed  in  some  detail  in 
ay  Diplomatic  Despatch  No*  110  of  December /14th,  1928 

It  appears  that  the  Ethiopian  attitude  as  ad- 
ranced  by  King  Tafari  is  that  if  a  Coptic  Abouna  must 
be  appointed  one  of  the  conditions  will  be  restora- 
tion to  the  Bthiopians  of  that  considerable  part  of 
their  former  Holy  Land  properties  irtiich  the  Coptic 
church  is  charged  with  haying  unlawfully  taken  into 
possession.^   The  attitude  of  the  Coptic  church  auth- 
orities in  Egypt  to  this  Ethiopian  requirement  is  not 
known  to  me,  nor  hare  I  yet  been  able  to  obtain  any 
authoritatiTe  local  information  relet ire  thereto* 
There  is  found  here  a  fair  amount  of  opinion  that 
the  attitude  is  or  will  be  fSTorable.   In  this  con- 
nection my  attention  has  been  called  to  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  January  9th,  1929»  issue  of 
the  Cairo  newspaper  called  MDKATTAM*   A  translation 
has  been  made  and  copies  are  transmitted  herewith 
for  the  information  of  the  Department.   The  matter 
is  frequently  referred  to  as  the  "Deir-Sultan  Q)iies- 
tion**  from  the  name  of  the  Ethiopian  conrent  in 


i 
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Jerusalem. 


I  haye  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Tour  o 


IDDISOV  S.  SO 


Enclosure. 
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►at oh  Ho.   150  of  February 
Southara.  HlnTster  and  cii 


AUttAoyju.  ■&«    ovu¥um^^f    axnxpvuf   etna    yoaauA   ^£ 

oral  at  Iddle  ADaba.  Btftlopla.  on  the  sab'^ 

of  Ethiopian  Holy  Land  cTaliis  • 


ETHIOPIA  RAISES  ONCE  MORE  THE  DEIR-SPLTAN  (BTBSTION. 

(Published  in  Arabic  in  the  MOEATTIM,  of  Cairo,  on  Jan* 
uary  9th,  1929,  and  in  Anhario  in  BERHANERA  SALAM  of 
Februeurj  7th,  1929*   Translation  made  in  the  imeriean 
Legation,  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia). 

- — -oOo— — 

King  Tafari  has  written  to  Suleiman  Pasha  asking 
him  to  oome  to  Ethiopia  to  settle  the  Deir-Sultan  ques- 
tion; adding  that  if  the  climate  of  Addis  Ababa  was  un- 
suitable His  Majesty  would  be  willing  to  receive  him  at 
some  other  Ethiopian  city. 

After  reading  this  letter  Archbishop  Cyrillus,  the 
Patriarch,  has  iuTlted  to  a  meeting  on  January  17th, 
1929.  the  Patriarchs  of  Jerusalem  and  of  Cana.   He  has 
InTlied  also  Important  persons  who  know  well  the  Deir- 
Sultan  Question  such,  for  instance,  as  Suleiman  Pasha, 
Uarcos  Hanna  Pasha,  Esmeka  Pasha,  Dos  Pasha,  Calini 
Pasha,  Fehmi  Pasha,  Moti  Pasha  and  ethers.   This  meet- 
ing has  been  arranged  to  discuss  the  matter  and  decide 
upon  the  answer  to  be  glTcn  to  King  Tafari  by  Suleiman 
Pasha . 

Abouna  Johannes,  the  Patriarch,  horing  realized 
that  settlement  of  the  Deir-Sultan  Question  would  con- 
tz'ibute  to  the  deyelopment  of  Egyptian  and  Ethiopian 
relations,  inyited  to  the  meeting  His  Excellency,  Hafiz 
Affifi  Bey,  the  Foreign  Minister. 

This  newspaper  has  published  at  the  time  the  fol- 
lowing on  the  subject  of  the  aboye  said  meeting. 

"It  is  more  than  sixty  years  since  the  Ethiopians 
began  to  agitate  this  question.   Each  time  they  raised 
the  question  during  the  Turkish  rule  it  was  accompanied 
by  a  request  for  the  assistance  of  the  Great  Powers 
such  as  England,  Russia  and  Italy. 

'*As  a  result  of  the  Ethiopian  demands  the  Turks 
granted  them  the  right  to  open  a  door  in  the  oonyent. 

**The  last  time  the  Ethiopians  presented  their 
claims  was  in  1924  during  the  passage  of  Ras  Tafari 
from  Egypt  on  his  way  to  Europe.   Ras  Tafari,  upon 
discussing  the  matter  with  some  of  the  members  of  the 
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Cottnoll  and  a  few  other  Important  dignitaries,  was  told 
tliat  the  matter  would  be  placed  before  the  Counsl^  in  a  ^ 
plenary  session.   Thus  His  Majesty's  claims  remained 
without  a  definite  conclusion. 

'*The  Patriarch,  Abouna  Cyrillus,  with  the  purpose 
of  settling  the  matter,  ordered  that  the  Ethiopians  be 
giyen  half  of  the  oonrent  if  only  for  habitation. 
Further  he  planned  the  draft  of  an  agreement  and  sent 
it  to  Abouna  Matheos  in  April,  1926,  to  be  presented  to 
the  Ethiopian  Government.   But  Abouna  Cyrillus  received 
no  reply*   Presumably  the  letter  reached  its  destina- 
tion only  after  the  death  of  Abouna  Hatheos. 

**It  is  said  that  King  Tafari  himself  during  his 
stay  in  Egypt  approved  of  the  arrangoment  and  proposed 
giving  property  in  Addis  Ababa  to  the  Copts*   This  to 
be  in  place  of  half  of  the  Jerusalem  convent  to  be 
given  to  the  Ethiopians. 

"At  present  it  is  not  knomi  whether  they  still 
approve  of  the  idea  or  whether  they  have  additional 
claims. 

"It  is  now  certain  that  His  Majesty  desires  to 
settle  the  matter  before  the  appointment  of  the  Abouna. 

"At  present  the  Ethiopians  occupy  the  entire  con- 
vent.  What  remains  to  be  given  them  now  is  the  oocupa- 
tion  of  one  of  the  churches  found  therein;  to  obtain  the 
right  to  cross  by  the  road;  to  pull  down  the  oldbuild- 
ing  and  erect  a  new  one  for  their  monies;  and  finally 
to  insure  their  rights  to  the  ownership  of  the  property. 

"Until  the  present  time  this  has  not  been  accom- 
plished owing  to  the  disagreements  between  the  Ethiop- 
ians and  the  Copts.   It  is  true,  however,  that  the 
Copts  do  not  profit  in  any  way  from  this  convent." 
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The  Honorable 
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The  Secretary  of  State, 
'trashing  ton. 
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Sir: 


1   have  the  honor  to  refer  to  my  diplomatic  Des 


patch  No*  144  of  February  ISth,  1929,  on  the  subject 
of  the  appointment  of  a  Coptic  Abouna  for  the  Ethiop- 
ian state  church* 


^o 


ro 

on 

CD 
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There  has  just  been  called  to  my  attention  a  lit-  _^ 

% 

tie  paragraph  of  interest  in  this  connection  which 
appeared  in  the  January  19th,  1929,  issue  of  a  London 
publication  called  the  TABLET.   I  have  never  seen  a 
copy  of  the  TABLET  and  know  nothing, as  to  its  charac- 
ter*  The  complete  paragraph  in  question  is  quoted  as 


follows: 


ABYSSINIA. 
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ABYSSINIA* 

The  Coptic  Bishop.   The  Coptic  Church  in  Egypt 
does  not  intend  to  relax  its  grasp  on  the  Abys- 
sinian Bishopric*   The  new  Coptic-Orthodox  Pat- 
riarch in  Cairo  has  declared  that  the  Bishop  sent 
to  Abyssinia  will  be  not  only  Head  of  the  Church 
there  but  also  ^the  privileged  ambassador  of  the 
Egyptian  Government.^ 

The  last  phrase  of  the  quoted  paragraph  is  partic- 
ularly interesting  and  sounds  improbable  as  the  remark 
of  so  astute  a  gentleman  as  the  Coptic  Patriarch  must 
be.   His  Beatitude  might  have  such  thought  but  to  give 
public  expression  to  it  v/ould  hardly  seem  tactful  in 
view  of  Ethiopian  sensibilities  in  the  premises.   The 
press  clipping  did  not  indicate  on  what  occasion  or  for 
v/hat  particular  purpose  the  Patriarch  spoke. 

The  linking  up  of  official  relations  between  Egypt 
and  Ethiopia  with  the  Abounaship  has  already  been  re- 
ferred to  in  various  of  my  despatches  but  this  is  the 
first  public  reference  to  it  which  I  have  ever  seen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
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sirs 


X  1MV«  %)M  liMir  %•  TWfmr%  %kMk%  %1m  Battw  of 


^•oiBiv  mm  I  )MiYO  for  a  tist  M^Mt^i^  o  MMtotet 
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oi«%ioA  Of  mmmimtm  ■tawitMrilii       niil  1 1  mm 


%lmn  irmfc  of  %l»  tBivi  Ifctottw  IttooUA  io  olUfii    . 
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Th%  hMhd  or  ritli  DirMt«r  of  tills  bzmiish  of 
%hm  SoAm  Xli%«rlor  IdlMlm  !•  Dm  tor  T*  A.  LmMii, 
•a  iVMrlMB  oitliiB«      Bt  tp«ttt  Muqr  j^Mur*  (I907* 


19)  in  0aoo«0«fia  ■iMlMMorj  wtik  i&  th«  SuAui  b** 
for«  oonlac  late  Xtlii«piA«      Daxiiic  Ills  Mjomm  «t 
Dohllob  HUl  In  %h»  8«A«ft»  bmut  tlM  jonstlMi  of 
tte  Wldto  VUs  ttid  eskftt  rlTsrs,  lio  b«o«M  iBtor* 
••%«d  In  ItlUoyln*      So  wn%9  to  ■•  itbma.  I  wis 
Oonsol  nt  j|4oin»  sWut  1917  to  tho  bost  of  Bjr  ro* 
•oUootlOA,  nnA  SUM*  tbnt  I  obtAlm  fr«i  t)i«  Itk* 
loplnn  OoTvnuMnt  p«eAlsolon  to  «rt«iiA  Id^s  BsAloaX 
Blsolonnrx  work  np  tbo  soboit  rlTor  trmt  Dolillob 
HlXl  onA  Into  Sthlopln  nt  aor4  nnd  Smjo*      On  n 
mbnoqucnt  Tlnlt  to  lAAln  llnbn  I  took  np  with  tlio 
tb«n  Prlnot  Tafnrl  tlio  anttor  of  poxmlMlon  foar 
Dootor  Lmblt.       ttiplinnln  wmn  plaMA,  nn  tho  oir- 

tanoos  nppMorod  to  roqnlro,  cm  tlM  ■aiisnl 
fonturo  of  tlio  pmp^mA  w&A.      Prlnoo  Tnfnrl 
nosurod  so  that  tho  p«iKlMloft  ifiH  W  fnatM  on 


nMoranoo  tlMit  tlMM  wnli  bo  no  pvoooXftlBlni* 
I  tol4  idM  tbnt  Mill  MMumos  mpoIA  pvotably  bo 


'  % 


oeoBtoA  oa  bnt  tbnt  Oootor  UMblo  bnA  boat  bo 
nilEoA  to  oonfln  It.      Tte  Brltloli  Locntion»  tbon 
In  obareo  of  ivarloon  latorosto  horot  boA  •Xm 
nnkoA  by  Dootor  LMblo  to  oxtmico  tb« 


^IroA 


%• 


-»- 


ouli^d  p«zmissloa«   I  dls«iuis«d  %h%   •Ituatloa  with 
Oaptain  Tkmmt^&rp   ths  Britiah  Minister,  loA  to  m$^ 
r««d  to  follow  up  mj  oonroxvotlOA  with  tho  Primoo 
Rofloat  tnd  ooaploto  tho  arrvagonMit,   Z  h«A  M  tho 
tiao  to  rotum  to  ■/  post  at  idon  And  ooulAa^t  wait 
in  porooB  to  finioh  tho  aattor  tlmt  iaitiatod. 

AM  a  roaoXt  of  tbaao  oftorta,  foXlowaA  ap  hy 
tho  Britiah  La«patio&,  paxmiaaion  waa  obtaiaad  whiah 
roaultad  araataaXXy  in  tha  aatabXi^iac  ^  Doator 
Laabia  of  iaariaaa  Praabytariaa  BadiaaX  aiaalott  ata* 
tiona  at  Oox4  and  8ayo,  and  at  Addia  Ababa  la  tba 
fam  of  tha  praaaat  Tafari  HokoiOMa  Haapital  in  tha 
auboi^  of  Qolali*   for  raaaona  of  Hhiih  I  hara 
hoard  aoBfXiatiiif  Toraiow  Doator  LMbio  Xaft  tha 
AiMriaan  PraabytariaB  organiiatiaB  in  Kthiopia  orar 
two  yaara  ago. 

Ha  than  baoama  aotiTa,  I  uadaratand,  la  orfaa- 
isiac  tha  ▲byaainian  Troatiara  Braaah  of  tha  Sadaa 
latarior  Miaalon*   Treia  tha  attaohad  aopx  of  Xat- 
tar  addrosaod  to  thia  Lagatiaa  br  Doatar  LMbia  a 
partial  idaa  aaj  ba  had  of  tha  hiatory  aad  affarta 
to  data  of  hia  aaw  arcaBlaatiam.   Tha  lata  Britiah 


'  * 


Miaiatar  at  iddia  ibaba,  Mr.  C*  H«  Baatiaak»  haa 
groat  paraaaal  iataraat  ia  ralifivtM  aattata  aa  alao 
hara  hia  wifa  aad  bar  rapatadlf  wary  waalthj  faaiXy 
knawa  loaallr  aa  '*tha  BaaEtaaa".   Doatar  LaHbla  la* 


taroatad  th«a  ia  tha  aaw  aiaaioaary  aatarfriaa 


Thax 


1 


Tli«7  9JP9  ttat^d  to  hcTt  fl^^M^  9oii«14«i«Vl«  wmm9j  and 


flustain«4  portoaal  mpport.   This  fl3uai«l«I  taU  othmr 
Mipport  obt«i&«a  tr^m  moli  proMlarat  Brlllsh  ftBlXlM 
9M  Xh9  Buirloas  aai  B«Atim«ka,  to««tlitr  with  his  aX* 
l«f#A  InfluantlAl  p^rMOMd  •taaAiiic  with  sine  Tafari, 
rMuXtai  la  prooarlat  for  Dootor  Laahlo  tho  Xoador* 
•hly  of  thit  oonaldtrahlo  ABilo^Aaorloon  forooo  plouiod 
for  tho  now  Ghriotloa  oonquoot  of  Ethiopia*   Th«  Ith* 
lopiaaa  haro  known  of  tho  largo  Baxton  and  othor  Brlt«> 
lah  oontrlhutlona  to  tho  Abyoalnlan  Troatlora  Mloalon 
and  haTo  boon  oorroapond twf I  y  dlatruotfnl  of  tho  ontor- 
priao  and  Ita  worlu   Oootor  Ijoihlo  Infonw  mm  that 
■nah  isarloan  aenox  haa  alao  boon  donatod*   Bo  that 
aa  It  nax  tho  apparontli-  wall  known  Brit  lah  oontrlbn- 
tiona  haTo  ororahadowod  all  othor  aapport  in  Bthioplan 
oonaidoratlon.   Tho  Xthloplana  aro  foarfal  of  any  foxa 
of  Brit  lah  poaotration. 

Dootor  LMiblo  did  not  obtain  prior  foraal  pomia- 


aloa  fioB  tho  Bthioplan  qiiiiwaiat  for  tho  work  of  tho 


ihTMlaiaa  Froatiora  Braaoh  of  tho  Sadaa  latarior  Mia« 
aioaa.   Probahlp  ho  know  that  ■fooiflo  pamlaaloa 
would  bo  withhold  for  tha  apparaatljr  ovaa#alioal  wortc 
of  tho  ooaaidarahlo  aoopo  whioh  ho  plaaaad  and  haa  at* 


'% 


t«9tad  to  «a  aiaoo  tha  first  ■laftigi  of  tha  party 

arrlTOd  haro  owar  a  yoar  afo.      Alaa  it  la  aaavMd 

ttet  ha  thought  to  trado  m  what  probably  laa  at 

tiaa  an  InfXuontial  jnfoaaal  ataadlM  vith  King  Tafari 

Sooh 


•1^. 


« 


8ki«h  p«rMBal  stanAlac  r^MULt^i  lartdy  fr«B  Ml*  oon- 
n«o%ioa  with  th^  prcMBt  Pr»«^rt«ri«B  JmrnrlmA  Mis- 
•Ion  Rosplt«l  iB  AAtls  ib«ba.   With  Debtor  lJBbl«*« 
e«pftrfttloii  froB  tluit  ln«tl%atioii»  homtrfT,   kis  •taad* 
lAf  with  riBc  Tmfiftrl  «id  with  th#  SthloyiftB  OoTcra* 
Bent  In  c*»*ml  bocui  to  4»#Iln«* 

m  op«ilBC  kl«  a«w  i«]ik  h«r«  tte  Debtor  oom  in 
with  f«r  too  iKtgt  on  initial  foroo,  witti  too  mnMr* 
ous  and  IxproooiTo  oqulpamt,  aid  In  sonoral  with  * 
fi^imtiToly  spooking  •  too  aioh  of  o  fonforo*   Ho 
arrlTOd  in  Doo«^or,  I9S7,  with  o  porty  of  nlno  mio- 
•ionorioo*   Thio  nmbor  nlono  alaxaod  and  iaaplrod 
tho  Ithiopiaa  ohnroh  to  oppooitlmn.   Had  ho  oobo 
with  a  ooaplo  or  throo  workora  at  f Irat  and  gradual* 
If   inoroaaod  tho  nxnubor  of  hit  forooa  oaoh  alaxa  and 
opposition  woald  probably  not  haro  boon  so  promptly 
and  thoroughly  arooaod*   Hot  only  did  ho  fail  in 
that  prooautlon  bat  ho  oggrawatod  tho  sltoation  by 
harlag  arriwo  soon  aftorwaz^s  aaothor  party  of  about 
tho  SOBS  maibor.   This  last  group  osmi  up  on  tho 


train  frtni  tho  ooast  and  during  tho  throo  days  jou: 
noy  is  roportod  to  hawo  hold  rathor  ooagfiouoos 
prayor  Bootings«  aooovpaaiod  by  tho  ailitoMt  slag* 


ing  of  halloluiah  hfiMs,  at  tho  ^rwrioas  railway 
stations*   This  is  a  Ohrlstlan  oouatry  whoro  tho 


' » 


praotioo  of  roligioB  is  dono  oorioualy  but  im  Tsry 


moh  loos  spootooulsr  stylo*   Tho  gsotloual  aad 
aggrooslfo  display  by  tho  UBblo  oiuaadsvs  laturully 


ik 


b«o«a»  wii«l7  adT«rtls«A  aaA  reports  fMiTtlliac  tihmA 
%o  iAAla  Abate  soon  had  «h«  hX^  dlcAitarlM  of  tht 
Ithlopin  •%«%•  •lmr«k  1a  tji  •ff«rf»sMai««  of  appir** 
h«n«lMi  «aA  ob4««tioa*  ?v&ammblj  %h»  Oat  holla  and 
otlMT  BiaaUB  lataraata  la  tha  aaoatrjr  did  aat  fall 
br  at  laaat  aabtla  auggaatloa  ta  add  to  tha  Ithlop- 
laa  aaalaalaatlaal  fazsaat*   Tha  aatbaalaoi  of  tbaaa 
ABgla^iMarloaB  Mlasloaarlaa  waa  doobtlasa  alaoara  and 
rlihtaaaa,  bat  It  oartalalT  vaa  not  taatfal  undar  tha 
•IrauBataaaaa* 

Tha  fara^oiBC  paragra]»ha  ara  lnt«idad  to  aat 
forth  tha  thraa  mlIb  otrataslaal  arrora  of  tha  ibya* 
•Inlaa  Froatlara  Mlaaloa  In  lansahlac  Ita  voxk  la 
Sthlopla*   rirat,  aa  has  boan  ladlaatad,  an  ttot 
aataa  to  hara  baaa  aada  la  pazmlttlac  pabl laity  for 


tha  hacTT  Brltlih  oaatrlbatloaa  and  mppart  of  tha 
antarprlaa  wh«i  Doatar  LoOila  wall  kaaw  of  tha  Bth- 
loplan  dlatroat  and  aaaplalaa  of  all  BrltliUi  aatlT* 
Itx  dlraatad  at  or  la  thla  oaoatry.   Saaaad,  wrlt-» 


t«i  and  foraal  pamlaalaa  ahaold  haTa  bata  abtalaad 
fraa  tha  ithlof laa  Q^mwkmt  bafora  wtarlaf  tha 
aaaatry  with  aaoh  ofan  aaal  aad  foraa  af  varkara. 
Xk  tha  aaaaad  pafagraph  of  tha  lattar  hatata  attaahad 
Daatar  UMhla  a«itl«M  hc?lBf  aaaaaltad  Doatar  w.  0, 


'  » 


MurtlA  U  faahlagtatt  «ia  aala  tha  acraaabla»  aad 
«alta  Ithlapiaa,  raplr  that  tha  Klac  kaav  of  tha 
aatarprlaa  aad  aaa  flaaaad.   Thla  aaa  aalj  t  pallta 


-?- 


%«iiA«d  kBo«I«A«*  of  IthlopU  wil  of  tbo  EthloyUao 
obMad  hero  loom  tluit  it  poroMklx  «ottt  BotkiM 

•Bt  ««0  In  BO  OOBBO  iAitlMFitBtiTO*  '  ▲  tlUrd  oiTor 

««B  in  MiklBC  tho  iBltUl  WBtiT  1b%o  tho  OMBtrr 
with  to  largo  o  amibor  of  siooioaorioo  tmrnm  whoM 


voro  prMtioAlIx  no  aodioml  poofXo  BltlMach  Dootor 
Laibio  hod  roproMBtod,  «a<  Kiac  Tofori  hod  nndor- 
otoH,  that  tbo  MlB  voxt  would  bo  ■odiool  bImIob- 
•rjoffort,   Vot  only  woo  tho  initiol  party  of  a 
also  alarming  to  tho  Itbiopiana,  but  tho  aooond 
party  waa  »ioh  too  largo  and  too  ontbuaiaatio  for 
tho  atratogy  noooaaary  quiatly  and  fixmly  to  oatab- 
llah  tho  work  without  aroualag  unduly  OBorgotio 
oppoaitlon,   Thoro  wm  what  might  bo  oallod  othor 


' . 


atratogioal  orrora  of  minor  oharaotar,  of  wiiioh  ono 
waa  tho  uao  of  tho  adjaotlTo  **Abyoainiaa**  in  plaao 
of  tho  proforrod  **Bthiopiaa*'  in  tho  noma  of  tho 
organiaation* 

HowoTor,  tho  aboTO  auBBarlBOd  throe  pralimin* 
ary  orrora  waro  moro  thaa  aaffiaiaat  to  iaoito  tho 
Ithiopian  atato  ohoroh,  aidod  by  tho  moroly  polit- 
iaal  oppoaoBta  of  Tafari»  in  an  onorgatio  offort 
to  blook  what  thay  aonaidorod  tho  bow  iaraaioB* 
Proaauro  waa  at  oboo  brought  oa  tho  thOB  PriBoo 
Rogonty  dirootly  aad  indiroatly*   Aa  a  roault  ho 


'  % 


VM  UMtMU  tor  alNmt  tour  mm%km  %o  90%  %q  tho  point 
«lMr«  )M  Mvat  lot  tbo  LMUit  •wmTMi  atort  for  tte 

•olootod  flolA  of  oBtooirwr.   Slo  Mtjooty  kao  Woa 
uador  flro  oror  olmoo.   Tbo  Zt«lilflao,  ootUg  ImoA 
of  tbo  ottto  tInuNib,  luM  aUofoAIy  ko«a  vMrviattlac 
In  Ilia  offorto  to  Uo«k  tbo  ootlTltioo  of  tbo  ImiSbio 
orgoaisatiom  onA,  oomooquMitly,  of  all  tbo  otbor 
aliiR  alaa^loa  ootlTitioa  prorionalx  aatabliabod  la 
tbo  oooatrsr.   Tboao  otbor  alaaloaa  baTa  aatiumlly 
not  takan  a  friandlx  attltu4a  toward*  tbo  L«ibloltoa» 
and  dirootlj  and  tbrougb  tbolr  Locationa  boTO  bloiod 
tbo  ABorloan  organliotlon  for  tbo  tronbloa  vblab 
boTO  ainoo  dorolopod  for  tbaa  all*   Iron  tbo  naa* 
bora  of  tbo  iaorloaa  Proabxtorian  orsaniaatlon, 
foraarly  boadod  by  Dootor  Laablo,  baro  folt  tbo 
dlatnrbanoo  and  bOTO  dorolopod  at  looat  aoa»  arltio- 
al  foolin«a  towarda  tbolr  ooUoocuoa  and  ooapotltora 
In  tbo  ibyaalnian  Troaitlora  Mlaalon.   lotnally 
Miabora  of  botb  tboao  laarlaan  orcaniaatloaa  baro 
on  ooaoalon  Indian  tod  orally  to  aa  foollnc^  aat 


astlroly  friindly  tovnrda  onob  otbor* 

Apporontly  oa  a  dlrvot  roaolt  of  tbo  atnto 
olntrob  and  Ita  alllod  polltiaal  acltntias  frowUi 
ont  of  tba  Lai*la  aotlTltioa  tbo  oantrttl  Itbiopiam 


aoorotly  aboat  als  MBtba  ata,  and 


pnbllaly  awmbat  intor,  laaaod  m  ordor  to  tbo 

Tarlona  prorinoUl  govoraoia  tbnt  tboy  abavld 

qnlro  fraai  all  foroli^ora  aojonrmiac  la  tbolr 

roapootlTa 


• 


«ai#d.      This  orter  (sopy  of  wfkfh  will  b#  almrUr 
forvmr««A)  was  tor  tli«  attoftl  pvuryoM  ot  rMtrletlac 
alMiOMiriM  tut  with  typlMd  itiaoplan  a«t«UM#«« 
«id  iBlir«oti«ft  v»s  »tA«  to  rottt  as  if  to  ooror  sU 
foroifBors  IboIiiAIbc  asrotemts*      tIm  spplio«tiOB 


for  sash  p«niits  bas»  naturally,  bocnm.      Oalj  tho 
■issiMMTlos  aro  fiadiiiK  Aimsiilty-  in  obtaiaing 


H 


thMTI. 

TTHiAar  this  ordor,  as  soorotly  issaod,  tho  for* 
onors  of  ths  tuo  torritorias  vhoro  tho  AhTssiBiaB 
Troatiors  Mission  haA  looataA  orAorod  thi»  last  Oo-» 
tohar  oithor  to  prodaoo  pamits  or  to  oraoaato* 
Dootor  Lsnhio  aaA  his  first  assistant  i  tho  RororonA 


•  IUmo^  ( 


Oooreo  w»  lUMaA,  oaas  to  lAAis  Ahaba  aaA  with  tho 
iaforaal  halp  of  tho  Location  anA  thoir  own  oonaoo* 
tions  with  tho  Xthiopiaa  OoToriMnt  piooaroA  a  stay 
of  oxooation  of  tho  prsrinoial  §■>?«— Isl  orAors* 


A  f««  woolBi  sfo,  aftor  aotaal  pahlioation  of  ths 


'  * 


ofAor«  tho  pfOTlnoial  rmltn  acain  issaoA  tho 
maA  of  ia^alsioa  acAinot  Dootor  iarihio  aiA  his 
workors  aaloss  thoj  proiitAA  a  foiMit  fr«i  tho 
oontral  wffwwmmt.      Tho  attashoA  lottor  fofora 
in  Boro  Aotail  to  thooo  ha«p«Uacs« 

Dootor  Lflihio  aaA  SowariBA  KhoaA  ivo  now  in 


▲AAis  Abaha  to  o«iib«t  ths  orAsv^  or,  faUinc  that» 
to  sot  a  pormit*   Tho  Location  has  infoxaallj 


(■* 
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•dTlM4  %lm%  tht7  afplj  for  t  F^smlt  as  %1mj  •hflnlA 

thn  wHl  kMw  tiMl  %ko  Klat  will  ivrolTo  Masolf 
la  yoMlUj  grvf  MBfUot  vitk  tho  xthiopi«B  ttato 
oDttvtli  If  IM  at  tlUi  %IM»  fraata  poimila  fay  pio- 
«•!/«  lilac*      Aa  taa  BtyaHMiat  aaa  M«a  lafaniad 
la  mf  Tvriaaa  pelitiata  rayarta  Klag  Tifarl  It  atlll 
la  tha  pgo^BM  af  oaaaallAatlat  kla  ««i  posltiaa  aad 
that  ^t  tlui  oaatfal  tafai-aiiit  aad  f laAa  lila  graat- 
%B%  aai  aoat  fomliaVla  avpaaltiaa  from  %h9  otata 
olwroli*      Hi  oasaat  at  tUlo  tlai  affart  iayartaatly 
ta  offiaA  It  or  to  clta  it  a  Hi4i  <^r  fartlar  pro- 
pacaaAlatio  attaak.      Daator  Liii^la  aaA  hiB  aaaao- 
lata  bava  flaall/  takaa  tha  adrloa  af  tlila  Location 
aad  aypllod  for  a  pasalt*      B7  roqiaoat  of  tlia  ala- 
•loaarlaa  X  hara  bad  aa  lafnnMLl  talk  vltb  Klac 
Taterl  for  tho  parpoaa  of  aapadltlac  aotlaa  on  tha 
applloatloa  for  a  yaialt*      ▲  pomlt  for  ■tdlaal 
aaslE  osly  la,  I  aadarotaad,  otaat  to  laaaa  aad  a 
aapT  •t  i^  vin  bo  attaoiad  aitbar  to  tbla  daapatab 
or  to  a  oafplaaoatoiy  aaa* 

Daator  Unlblo  aad  lortaiaad  Bbaod  ara  aatarallj 


ralaataat  ta  aaa«pt  a  yonUt  ablob  aafara  oaly  Mdl- 
aal  Blaalaaanr  aaik.      At  tbaftr  ra«aaat  I  bata  jaat 


'» 


bad  a  lia«  aad  lafonnX  talk  wltb  tba  KUlatar  af 
yorald;a  Affalra  aba  taUa  m  tbat  batb  tba  Klac  aad 


ba  ara  frloadly  dlapoaad  taaarda  Unbia^a  a«rfe  aad 


■A 


-u- 


% 


\ 


*  X 


woald  glT«  him  th*  broaaMt  —rt  of  p«fKl$  If  thm 
inUraftl  pelltlMj.  tltttatloa  aixpw^d.   Tti«  lliAi«t#r 
IfifOTS*  mi&   eonf Idftntlallyf  howertr,  that  th«  Inttvaal 
•Itufttlon  do«0  not  allov  th«  Issuanot  of  a  p#r»it 
whloh  woxild  distlnotly  sanetion  proseXTtlxlng;  that 
tha  Itdhlgua,  with  support  of  tha  avpraas  aad  har 
party,  haa  a^^ln  haoon^  a  strong  opponent  of  Tafarl 
and  his  gOTanncMital  progrsn;  that  thla  oppoaltion 
raqulrai  only  sons  sueh  intent  Irt  aa  aould  raault 
froi  Safari's  oonoaaslon  to  tha  foralgn  mlsaioBarlaa 
to  aakt  it  raaXXy  formldabla*   Tha  Kinistar  aaya 
that  tha  King  slaply  oannot  in  the  prasant  stata  of 
tha  politioal  situation  do  nora  for  tha  AMarlaan 
Missionarlaa,  or  any  othar  alian  aisslonarlaai  than 
ha  haa  dona.   For  His  lusajeaty  to  yield  at  praaant 
Might  aTtn  endanger  his  throne* 

Tha  Uinistar  of  Foreign  iitairs  further  eoa- 
mantad  on  the  alBoat  faaatieisB  of  Dootor  L«ahla 


and  Rererend  Rhaad  in  tha  inallnatian  to  densad 
what  eBounta  to  thalr  pound  of  flaah.   He  Tary 
aonf idantially  eaya  that  they  eaold  aoeapt  tha 
■adleal  Blsalonary  paiBlti  ga  to  tha  prorlnaaa, 
open  aliiLios,  and  aoaduet  within  their  own  pre* 
Blaaa  a  reaaonahla  «umnt  ef  praaalytlslBg  If 
thay  found  irraalatlbla  tha  urge  to  do  ao«   Sa 
eaya  that  the  preriaeial  gorernMata  aa«ldn*t  lag- 
laally  Intarfara  with  tha  prlTata  or  ham$  llfa  af 
tha  mlaslonariaa  in  thaae  raapaeta,  and  that  tha 

eaatral 
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emtral  gOT»,fnm%  wool*  b«  ImXIa^A  to  wiak  at  aay 


«idh  99ipnm%  TlolatloA  of  %h«  olrit  af  tlM  poxmlt. 
I  hart  b««a  aA«4  I17  tka  iflAlstwr  %•  tiy  aad  •obtIbm 
Laabia  aai  HlioaA  of  thla  •ituatlwi  uiA  «■  »ov  so  on* 
gagod*   Thoj  aaaort  wphatiaallf  la  offoot  that  thmj 
aro  horo  to  do  tho  *vo7k  of  Ood"  and  find  It  diff loult 
•onaoiaatloualj  to  aooopt  poxml salon  for  loaa.   Tbo 
dlaooaoloa  la  bolng  patltntly  ooatlmod*   Tha  Loga- 
tloa*o  aotlTltloa  I  haro  to  data  ragafdad  at  Inforaal, 
Dootor  Laablo  might  oonoalTahlf  dvauid  that  tha  Loga- 
tloa  axart  tarmml  pros  aura  on  tha  Sthloplaa  Oorom- 


■u 


■oat.   That  I  oanaot  aadartako  to  do  without  apoolfio 
InatruotloB  frot  tha  Dopartacat*   Saeh  laat ruction 
■ax  haro  to  bo  roquootod  by  oabla*   Haaoo  thla  aoao- 
vhat  long  dlaaaaaloa  of  tha  oltuatlon  idilah  I  baXlaro 
■aj  aarra  aa  a  baala  for  ooaaldoratloa  by  tho  Dapart* 
■ant  of  oablaa  irtil^  I  aay  oubaoquontly  hara  to  oand. 
Tha  forogolag  paragrapha  hara  lataatloaally  boon 
oondonaod  so  far  aa  aooaa  poaalbla  without  oalttlng 


laportaat  point  a  of  baakgronnd  laforaatlon  oowilngly 
naoooaary  to  tha  DapartsMit. 

Brlaf  ooHaant  on  or  aaalyala  of  Daotar  LMibla'o 


t 


Xattar  harato  attaahod  aay  alao  bo  of  ub%»      la  tha 
fourth  paragraph  ha  tooalMa  tqpan  a  Ttory  layortaat 
poUt  U  tho  aattar  of  tha  latoaalblllty  of 
with  tha  Kthlaplaa  otata  ohuroh.      Tha  daatar«i  atat< 
t  thara  layraaoaa  m$  aa  fltinaatly  to  tha  paint. 

Ttet 
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Tli*  Itliioplui  «teurob  will  nmwr  mv***   Ib  pftnt- 
gmyh  flTt  hm   aealn  r«f«rt  to  th%  r«port#d  attltvd* 
of  tho  ohnroh  towarAs  Tafftrl.   His  ifofsroaoo  1» 
•abjoot  to  Mao  sodlfloation  but  Is  norortlioloss 
•igalfloant. 

In  paragnipb  nlno  tboro  la  rmlood  a  quoatlon 
vblob  froquoatly  oobos  up  in  oonnoetlon  with  mis* 
aionary  aotlTltios.   It  oitos  tbo  appoal  of  tho 
pooplo  that  aoaa  of  tbalr  faiwLnc  land  bad  baan 
approprlatad.   Tba  atata  aburab  of  stblopia  wban 
it  opana  up  now  diatriata  uaoally  takaa  tba  land 
raqulrad  fbor  tba  aupport  of  tba  now  ateurab  and 
ita  ataff ,  fraquaatly  witboot  oon^aBaatloa  to  tba 
foraar  oaoupaata  or  ovnara*   Tbara  la  uaaallj  no 
atrong  objaatlan  baaauaa  aaab  la  "ouataai",   Wban 
a  foralcn  mlaslanarr  organliatlon  appaala  to  a 
proTlnaial  goramor  for  land  and  it  plaaaaa  3Uji 


' . 


to  glTa  it  ba  naturallT  follava  tba  aalj  aatbad 
ba  knowa  In  obtaining  altaa  for  i>aligla«La  parpaaaa* 
Tba  ooaupanta  or  aanara  of  tba  laad  do  objaat  in 
tbaaa  inatanaaa  aa  tbay  dany  ^^  rl^t  of  garam* 
nant  to  "rob"  tbaa  for  tba  baa»flt  af  "faraad^l* 
pr im»ta  aa  tbay  ara  **robbad**  far  itbiopUoi  priaata. 
Trofubla  raaulta.   sbaald  tba  foraign  Mlaalaaariaa 
pay  twt  tba  land,  aa  tbay  nwally  da,  tba  garamar 
gata  tba  aanay  and  tba  otnara  or  oaaapaata  fraqnant* 
ly  gat  Botblng.   Tbla  tyanbla  baa  prababXy 


•» 
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MM  Of  %]M  laportaat  o&«c  of  %hm  L«lkl«  orcMUafttiMi 
altlMVcii,  Batttrall7»  Urn  X^ttmr  dMn«t  Mqr  %oo  aa^h 

With  v«f«r«i««  to  pwmcr^lM^  ^•b  tlio  laaA  qcioo* 
tiOB  is  b«Il«Ti4  to  hKf%  Its  ooDAootlOA  althooili  I 

■ 

otti  o¥t«lB  ao  yot  no  dotlmito  iafoxMitleii*      Jrmoi 


what  appMjrt  to  ■•  as  oVrioua  AotuotloBO  l>ootor 
Loibio  ooolA  toll  a  groat  tool  aoro  about  tbia  par* 


tloolar  MLttor  tbaa  bo  la  iaaliaod  to  do*      Tho  Got* 


oiver  «aa,  of  ooiirao»  Influonood  by  ordora  twrnt  Addlo 
▲baba  vbiob  probably  •mm  dirootly  trpm  tbo  Bi^rosa 
Tla  tbo  Ztoiilftto*      Vo  proTlBOial  80T«raor»  or  otbor 
offloial  of  tbo  Itbiopian  GoronnMat.  daroa  go  Tory 

-  ♦ 

far  in  oppoaltloa  to  tbo  ItoliiipM  altbani^  toobalt- 
ally  tbo  lattor  baa  ao  aatborlty  to  iaaao  iaatxvo* 
tloBS  In  tonoral  aattora*   Bat  tbo  crraraaaat  of- 


floial abo  oppoooa  tbo  ibarob  naaally  flada  blaaolf 


abortly  U  diffloaltiaa,   Tbo  Dodjaaaatab  Uva 


forrod  to  in  tbla  parafrapb  tarn,  aad  in  otbor  para<» 
grapba  of  tbo  Uiibio  lott«r«  ia  rtlatod  to  tbo  royal 


•ad  baa  bo«i  aaapotod  of  daoii^  «i  taibri** 


tbr«as«   lira  playi  witb  tbo  party  of  tbo  Upt— 


jast  pifflfliatly  to  koop  a  ooataot  far  poaaiblo 
iappaH  tbaOd  ffafnrl  dodlia  to  diaoipliao  bla  far 


▼arioas  littld  afffasM  «bi«b  bo  fr«i  tiao  bo  tiat 


ooMita*  WU  bt  btM  of  1#M  tbfli  wf^  UaoA  bo 


laald  aav  bo  U  obaias  i«iia«   TftDuri  ••••  Alt  m 


paniib  bla.   Bo  will  da  Mqriianf  to  aMbaraaa  Tnf  ari 


^ 


>-. 


-15- 


•bA  %hm  latt«r  !•  not  y<»t  q«l%«  stvons  MMtt|0k  to 
dlsolyliJM  hlM  piop«rlT*      Th«r«  I0  «!••  aaoh  cos* 
•ip  tlMit  Blru  has  p«rio4s  of  o^rrotioa  whoa  kio 
ooto  ovo  portloolorlx  UBrooooaobXo. 


iBforMitloB  okiib  I  iMnro  onOlj  out  lafonHiIly 
froi  tlM  Btkloplan  OoTorMMAt  iooo  aot  ogroo  with 
tlio  iBproooiott  oliioli  sidit  bo  colnoA  txmt  yooitng 
porogropk  BlaotooA  of  Dootor  Laiblo**  Xottor*      Ho 
opooko  of  hcrlng  folXoooA  tlio  Ilac**  wliAioo*      Tho 
Kl]iC*t  wIoJmo  ofl  I  uadorotood  %)mi  ot  tlio  tiso  ooro 
thot  tko  LM^io  or80Alsati«B  BOt  otttagpt  to  start 
Ito  rool  BiooiOBory  wovk  UBtil  tho  polltlool  oltuo- 

tlOB  bOOIMO  BOrO  BOttloA*    UpOB  LUiblO  iBOlOtOBOO 

tho  KlB«  Aoabtlooa  oatlMrlsod  kio  forolcB  MlBlBtor 
to  007  that  If  tho  vozkoro  of  tho  orsaaliatloB  mi 
to  to  tho  f iolA  thoy  al^t  fiad  Xooo  dlff Itnlty  If 
eortaln  toot  loo  voro  follovod*   Tafarl  haa  alwayo 
booB  oyapathotio.   Tho  ihTBtlaiaa  Tvoatloro  mlaaloa 


—bora  woro  aot  aathorlaoA,  la  tho  uaaal  taA  ao- 
eoptoA  BoaaiBc  of  tha  oorA»  to  opoa  ap  tholr  aovk 


Booaaao  thoy  laalotot  thay  wava  lafaiaai  that  thty 


ooBid  oat  aora  or  laaa  taAar  thtlr  aoa  vaapMalblllty 


anA  woro  offoraA  iafwval  atTlaa  ftan  off laial 

00a  aa  ta  ahat  aliftt  ba  tho  baat  aathaia  af  appgoaah. 

ia  I  taa  it  thora  vaa  aa  braaah  af  aoatraat  av  faith 


'. 


by  tht  ithioplaa  Oofaraaaat* 

IB  ay  aoBforaat  laaa  with  Dootor  Laihio  aai  hia 
aaaiataata  thay  hart  fphaaiaaA'  thair  iatoatiaa  to 


■  ■>■*—.-  -r 


!•- 


work  only  In  th«  oonquortd  maA.  •ooall#4  pticftn  pro<* 
Tinoos  of  sthlopla*      Th«y  ooiuldor  tills  ui  ftrgu- 
atnt  In  thoir  fcror.      AttiuaXy  ttey  Mat  ia%o  trtii 
groator  aonfIi«t  witM  tho  stat*  almroli  than  If  %imj 
woxlE»d  In  thm  old«r  Christ  1«b  proTlao**  wImt*  th« 
»tat«  aburoh  !•  rsally  •troii«  «iiA  Mjrt  of  Its  posl* 
tloii.       It  Is  In  ths  &ew  or  Bm&*Chrlstlsn  frorlmsss 
thst  ths  Sthloplsa  ststs  shuroh  is  Istsly  sKtsndliif 
its  sotlTitiss.      HstarsHy  It  rsss&ts  sfiaystitlsn 
In  saSh  flSId  hsssuss  it  knsvs  thst  ths  slisn  mls«* 
siossrj  ssrksrs  srs  »ors  sffisisnt  sad  hsttsr  pro* 
Tidsd  with  ftmds  and  in  an  opsn  so^^titloa  alflit 
win*      Ths  Xthiopisn  stats  shursh  has  rarisas  rss'* 
sons  for  wishing  to  aonopolias  ths  Christ laalalag 
of  ths  new  proTinoss*      First  ^  ths  Ithlopisa  prlssts 
dottbtXsss  oonsidsr  their  own  partisolar  hrand  of 
Christisnity  ths  best  for  ths  posslbls  sonrsins* 
Seooadi  ths  older  and  Christian  pvsTlndss  srs  sirsr 
populated  with  priests  and  the  simrdh  wislMe  to 
find  fer  th«i  an  eatXet  in  the  aev  prsTlaeee  ssa* 
tionsd.      Bet  enly  will  there  be  ijrMtter  seeps  fer 
the  actlTity  ef  the  siupplas  priests  b«t  there  win 
be  new  leads  fer  their  eapport  wklsii  will  rell«T9 


'. 


the  older  sbirihee  i^eh  with  no  saKpeaelMi  ef  their 
lends  f lad  insreeei&<  salbsri  of  the  oXorgsr  %o  feed* 
houss  and  sloths.      Third  aasac  the  rosetni  Is  Ui$ 

iMirt 


•XT- 


4«0lr«  of  %h$  mgat^m  md,  imr  party  to  «xt«iii  tlioir 
polltifil  p«vtr  im  %h0  m$w  FrtriatM  V7  i^ikiac,  m 
of  old,  tliroiifli  tilt  okarih,      TiiOiOt  brlotXx  ototod^ 
«ro  tho  aool  laportttit  roooovo  vigr  tlio  ototo  tlnroli, 
oapportoA  by  tbo  porty  of  tJHo  a^roMt  ^*  proporod 


to  rooiot  to  tho  lAOt  tlui  crowiac  laf««iOAO  liy  ali«i 
■Isoioaorloo*      Tlio  ootaUloliod  olnuroh  is  oXoo  o«ft- 
oolouo  of  woAiac  povor  tad  fichto  MOordiacXy* 
Owuiidortlblo  ^^^ksrouad  lafonMitloii  of  poooiblo 
latoroot  lA  oonoldoriag  tbooo  poiato  win  bo  fonad 


la  ay  Dlploaatie  Doopotoh  Ho*  198  of  Tobruary  lot, 
X9M,  oa  tho  ittbjoot  of  tho  oroaalsatloa  of  tho 
Stbiopion  otato  oboroli* 

▲0  prorlotioly  otatod  in  thlo  doopatoh  oppooltloa 
to  tho  vork  of  aXloan  HiMloaarloa  la  Itmopla  hao 
10B«  booa  flK>ldoriac«      Tho  aoro  siXltcat  aotlrltloa 
of  tho  Unblo  or^oalaatloa  haro  atrfod  aalaly  to 
briag  tho  oppoaltloa  iato  tho  opoa*      Tho  othor  or- 
saaiaatleaa  art  aow  botlBains  to  fooX  it*      Tho  iit- 
orloaa  ProabytorUa  otatiWAO  at  aor4  nA  8«yo  hirf« 
hoard  oono  noibliaio  froai  tho  prorlBOlal  dioy«moro 


'. 


of  tholr  aroaa  but  M  f or  oa  tho  Location  haa  hitrd 
no  dof lalto  iatorforoBOO  vlth  tholr  work  haa  yit 

about.   Thoy  aro«  of  mnrw^   dolat  boaa  fldo 
■odloal  woik  aad  ooiaf  lalng  tholr  toaohlag  or  pro* 
solytlslac  w>ro  or  Xoaa  to  thair  ooa  pr«ilaoa«  II* 
ao  tholr  oorkara  aro  an  aaaaually  flaa  tjpa  of 


•la- 


off i«itli  mB  old  snd  iuidorot«iAttbXo  frlond««   Tko 
(3ox4  station  lo  oloo  In  tbo  torrltory  of  tho  powtr*- 
fox  Rao  MaAo  «ho  appoaro  qulto  frloadly  to  itr 
loans*   Ro  oluaroo  wuiy  of  Tafarl*a  rlooo. 

Tho  froBOh  Oatbello  ■looloiMarioo  hoTO  for  aaaj 
Aooadoo  boon  qulotly  vovklnc  la  oaotovn  Sthloylai 
■aialy  In  tbo  ralXoay  ojroa,  and  aro  rwrj  voll  ootaV* 
llalwd*   SOTOiml  of  %hm  Btbloplam  gittdnatoo  of 
tholr  oohoolo  oooafj  Inflnontlal  offlolal  pooltlona 
In  tbo  fonf— ont»   Aooordlnc  to  mj  Fvoaoh  ooUooieuo 
hlo  mloalOMurj  natloaala  baro  bad  no  tvoablo* 

Tboro  aro  ooao  old  ootabllobod  Soodlsb  Protoot- 
ant  Miaoiona  iliiob  aoon  aloo  to  bafo  bad  llttlo 


troablo*   Oao  of  tbolr  oiiaant  frlonda  la  tba  pro* 
aant  Mlnlotor  of  Forol^n  Affalra  wbe  loamod  to 
apoak  Snfllili  «b«i  a  boy  la  tbolr  aoboola.   Tboy 
aro  protty  woll  blandod  Into  tbo  aoalal  and  rollc* 
loan  llfo  of  tbo  eoontry  and  aro  nat  unAaly  acsroaa« 
ITO  In  Botbad. 


'. 


I  baro  oouMltod  «y  Oofaan  oollaaitto  and  ba 
roporta  to  data  no  troabXa  far  bla  natiaaala  ob- 
8a#od  in  alaalaaary  atfk  la  xtblopla*   Z  bafa 
board  tnm  otbar  aoaraoat  bavovari  tbat  tbay  aay 
aspaot  traabXa* 

Tba  soTMitb  Day  AdTontUtai  wbiab  ara  wAmU 
iptrlun  ttid  lBrffaan«  bara  bad  »a  UiiartaBt  tian' 
blaa  ta  data.   Tbay,  tao,  aoork  la  tbo  laaa 


It* 


-x»- 


'. 


It*  Baimer  b««t  0uit«d  to  allax  Ithiopian  (Msplolen 
and  r«««ntBMnt«   They  also  liaT*  taplMuiiBad  thm  mad: 
oal  aida  of  tha  work,  whiah  alwaya  appaals  to  tha 
Ethioplana  who  haTO  a  partiaular  paaalon  for  nadi- 
olnaa  and  nadioal  traataant  In  iponaral* 

Ify  Italian  aollaa^iua  aAalta  that  hia  Reman 
Catholio  BlBslonarlaa  in  aoutham  Ethiopia  ara  haT- 
Ing  thalr  troublaa.   Rafaranoa  to  tho  panultlaato 
paragraph  of  Dootor  Lflabia**  lattar  harawith  ihowa 
a  oonoisa  statonont  of  tha  troublas  of  tha  Roman 
Catholio  missiona  in  Kaffa*   Thay  blaao  ljaibia*a 
agitation  for  thalr  troablas.   Tha  oharga  is  that 
thay  ware  gatting  along  rary  well  until  LsBbia  was 
refused  pamits  emd  agitated  the  whole  aatter  of 
missionaryiork  with  aonawhat  tha  attitude  of  the 
dog  in  the  mengar.   If  he  could  not  oarry  on  hia 
work  he  would  turn  the  attention  of  the  Sthiopiana 
to  othera  who  were  working*   Or  ao  tha  Italians 
allege.   On  the  other  hand  Dootor  Laaabie  has  eon- 
plained  to  ne  that  tha  "pamieious*  aetiTlties  of 
tha  RoBMm  Gathelias  in  Kaffa  hare  eauaad  his  troub- 
les.  This  little  phaae  of  the  aitaatlMi  la  la- 
teresting  and  in  that  mamm   ia  here  eitad.   Tha 
reapaetiTs  aerita  aoold  aat  easily  be  aatablialMd. 

Sueh  inraat  igat  i«B  as  I  hare  baas  able  to  aaka 
in  apparently  uabiaaaad  souraaa  soggaats  that  tha 

Italians  did  not  play  a  fair  gaaa  in  gattiag  aatab- 

liahad, 


•ao- 


li^«4,  and  w«r«  found  out  partly  b«MniM  of  Loibio** 


•Si^^ion  and  partly  b«MuiMi  of  m  floro  «f  of  tho  in* 
horont  XtMoplon  It«Iophobi«  rorlTlflod  hj  tho  •!«&• 
lot  In  ittcust  last  of  tho  It«lo*£thlopUa  trooty  and 
eoaTa&tinn*      Am  roportod  in  Tarlona  of  ay  doopatohoa 
tbo  Biproaa  and  hmt  party  woro  oppoaod  to  auoh  frlond* 
ly  roXatloaa  with  tho  Itallaaa  and  haro  uood  tho 
doTolopBMit  aa  propa^mdA  a^liiat  Tafarl  and  tho  "now 
party".      Tho  SMproao  and  hor  party  aro  in  offoot,  of 
eourao,  tho  atoto  ohtsreh.      Tho  potontlal  polltloal 
aetlTitlos  of  tho  Italian  Aiaaionarloa  aro  aoegootod 
in  My  Diplonatio  Ooapateh  Ko.  1S9  of  Tobruary  14th, 
19ao, 

Tho  sthiopiana  alloso  that  tho  Italian  Oatholio 
miaaionarioa  got  thoir  foothold  in  Kaffa  by  obtaining 
in  tho  gaiso  of  aorohanta  off ioial  oonooaaiotto  to  ooxic 
t  labor  in  tho  foroota  of  that  prorinoo*       Thoy  aotnal* 
ly  did  aot  up  aaflallla  aad  oarpostry  itepa  whoro  tho 
looal  natiToa  voro  aoaonhat  ootontatlouoly  taa^t  to 
bo  oarpaaf  y,  aad  wood  worlraro  of  othor  aorta,  and 
loaa  oatiOitatioiialy  tanfht  roliclm.      Tho  Italian 
Biaaionary-oarpoBtora  oooaatoiaally  fot  a  bit  too 
■oaloaa  and  axmiMi  tho  aaaplaiosa  and  objootioaa  of 
tho  loaal  jiiniMWit  off iaiala  atovopom  thay  «««ld 
oaoh  tiao  roaoia  timtt  calao  aa  mmA%tt  df  ac—ayttal 


'  * 


laborinc  «itorpri«oa«      Utmwfw ,  i»  th«  ^mmHX  8»tl- 


aiaaioaaary  a«ltatl«B  vhiA  haa  rooontly  arlM»t  tad 


-ai* 


iiiid«r  tht  ord«r  requiring  p«nUts  tor  all  allMis 
•ojoomlag  in  th«  stliloflaii  pwrlao**  (r«fmnr#d  to 
on  p«ico  6  of  this  Ao«p«teh)  at  !•«•%  flTO  of  tbo 
•iz  Italian  Oatholio  Blasioaa  (dlagaia^d  aa  foroat 
•onooaaionairaa )  in  Kaffa  baTO  boan  «Ioaa4. 
Tbroug^  tha  Italian  Legation  thay  bara  brooght 
alalm  for  larga  daaagaa  agaiaat  tha  Stbioplan 
OoTarmoant*   This  haa  not  balpad  tha  atatna  of 
alian  alaaionariaa  in  tha  oountry  and  mmj  aTan 
waakan  aoaawbat  tha  haratofora  fiirorabla  attituda 


• . 


of  King  Tafarl  and  hia  party  on  tha  aubjaot  in 
ganaral*   It  ia  obrioua  that  tbaae  olaina  will 
prora  guita  haaTy  and  affactira  aBaninition  for 
tha  stata  otaarch  in  ita  oppoaition. 

Tha  vhola  aiibjaot  of  alian  Biaaionarlaa  raraaa 
tha  atata  ahuroh  in  Ethiopia  liipraaaas  thla  Lagation 
aa  ona  of  firat  iapoartaaoa  in  ita  praaaat  and  poa- 
aibla  rodfieationa.   This  daapatob  haa  parbapa 
baan  drann  out  to  an  untua  aztant.   Thara  ia,  bov 
^r^ir^   mah  wdt^  that  oauld  ba  vrittan.   ^t  tha 
af fort  baa  baan  imlaXj  to  ooiBdanaa  tka  diaouaaloa 
with  rafaranaa  to  ita  aoataat  with  iMrlaan  iatar- 

aata« 

Doator  LMbla  baa  bad  tba  fuu  and  fT^fatbatla 
aonaidarat ion  of  tbia  Lagation.   ddtually  ba  and 
bla  troablaa  bava  takaa  aoat  of  ay  tiaa  for  tba  laat 
fortnight*   My  intarrantiam  baa,  by  bia  apaaial 

gaaat, 


•BI- 


qift«0t,  b««n  intovamX   to  dat««   iay  foBMl  at  ties 
d««i7«4  will,  of  oooroo,  bo  aitaKlttod  flrot  for 
OoporlMoatol  inotraotion.   It  lo  hopod  tint  ho 
ooB  bo  porottoAod  to  toko  tlio  Xiao  of  looot  roolot* 


onoo  pondijas  tho  ouboldoaoo  of  tbo  prooont  ozeltod 
•toto  of  mind  of  tho  jniilopion  priooto,  and  ponding 
odjuotatnt  of  mmo  olononto  of  tho  political  situa- 
tion. 

Tarlouo  doopatoboo  alroady  submit  tod  will  bo 
found  to  proTldo  olaboratlon  of  ooao  of  tho  topioo 
msroly  touohod  upon  in  tho  prooont  doopatOh*   iaong 
suoh  doopatoho«,  in  addition  to  othora  alroady  olt- 
od,  aro  Ho.   Ill  of  DootHEbor  16th,  ItM,  on  tho  sub* 
joot  of  tho  Abotiaa^ip,  Ho*  liO  of  January  14th, 
19 S9,  on  tho  sub joot  of  tho  thoorotloal  and  prao^- 
tioal  dlTlalon  of  powor  botwoon  tho  Bqproso  and  tho 
Klnc,  and  No*  15a  of  Pobruary  lot,  1989,  on  tho 
oreaniaation  of  tho  otato  ohuroh. 

This  prooont  doapatah  will  ahortly  bo  aopplo* 
tod  with  roport  of  furthor  doralopBtBto. 

I  haro  tho  homor  to  bo.  Sir, 

Toar  obodi«it 


fiMlooaro. 
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Hit  Ix««lI«B«7, 

AddisMi  I.  Soathard, 

Minister  of  tiM  XJait«a  Stat**  of  iaorioa, 
iAAio  Abob«»  AkToolmia* 


Doar  Mr*  Southard t 


Wkllo  tiM  wrltor.  Dr.  LMhio,  laa  at  iMaa  on  fur- 
loach  U  iMriaa  la  liSi^aT,  tha  ihysolAitt  Troatlara 
Braaah  of  tha  saAam  latarlar  Miaaiaa  aaa  argamliad  with 
tha  lAaa  of  90la<  to  tha  yacaa  yaaflaa  in  Saathatm  and 
waatam  ihiraaiaia.   Tha  Miaaiom  ia  an  iaariavi  orvn* 
iaatiaa,  with  haadqyortara  at  SM  OarflaXd  Flaaa.  Brook-t 
Ija,  Vow  TOxk,  hat  ia  imtardaaiailnatiaaaX  and  iator-   ^ 
national  in  aharaatar* 


Hla  HaiaatT  waa  arorlaad  of  thia  ortnUaatiaa.  and 
his  unafflaial  ropraaoaitatiTa  ia  iaariaa,  Dr.  Murtini 
z,         whan  ooaaaltad  in  waahinftaa  at  tha  Stata  Dopartatat, 
■aid  that  Hit  Majoaty  kaaw  af  our  ooaiac  and  waa  Tary 
^aaaad* 

fa  arriTad  ia  ihyaaimia  Daiiiir  tf,  ltt7,  a  party 

iwad  hy 


of  nino  aiaalaayarlaa»  aad  wara  aaattaaaaly  raaaiwad  hy 


3.    Hia  Majoaty'a  ■taaaac*'  *•*  war  aoada  gnmM%iL  frao  aa 
traaaa  at  a  mioaioaary  orfuiiaatiaa,  far  whi#i  wa  wara 
gratafol. 

Wa  approaahad  lia  Majaaty  ahoat  opoaiaa  waik  in  tha 
south  and  ha  aafead  aa  ta  aaat  with  tha  Itahi«aa  and  talk 
orar  aor  plana  with  hia.   Wa  did  thia.   ■•  auanad  t^ 
hia  aaaiatanaa  aU  tha  flhiaf  priaata.   Ta  than  aa  «k*  V^ 
plaiaad  that  wa  hU  mm  ta  try  ta  halp  th«i  «d  aat  ta 
^*    fozB  a  now  aaatt  that  wa  aoald  haild  Mlwala  aad  dia* 
poaaariaa,  and  taaah  tha  Ba»-Chriati«M  la  eaathaim  Ah* 
yaaiaia.  iha  aifht  thaa»  if  thay  wlahad,  aatar  tha  Ahya* 
•ialan  ctairah.   la  aaaght  ta  ha  aa  aoaalllatary  aa  pd|p4 
•Ihla,  hat  thay  att«9tad  to  draw  aa  lata  a  diaaaaaM«\\  w 

of 


\( 


-£• 


Spolo«Hrf 


4. 


5. 


6. 


7. 


8. 


9. 


of  p«o\illar  dootrinal  difftr«M«t,  •  MoxkophysltlMB, 
•to«,  whioh  ¥•  f«lt  wa«  not  n—Bmrnrj,   as  w«  iMro 
colas  to  m.  Bimpl%  pooplo,  isnerant  of  pueli  thiBga 
and  uiuiblo  to  uaAorstaiid  thai,  and  oapooiallx  as 
wa  vara  in  no  aaiiaa  oppoaaA  to  or  aaaxlng  to  baaoaa 
rlrala  of,  tha  ▲bxaainiaB  Oiiiroli«   Wa  found  that 
It  vaa  l^poaalbla  to  agraa  vitli  tha  priaata  or  aa- 
tiafx  thm,  hat  that  thay  vara  pra^datandLnad  not 
to  faror  ua« 


Wa  aonplainad  aattara 
ahata,  tailing  thaa  that 
that  wa  had  a  raal  purpo 
uaaful  and  Ood*appointad 
liarad  what  va  aald  and 
thla,  and  wara  th«uMlTaa 
that  Hla  MajaatT  had  baen 
Ignad  bj  tha  priaata »  and 
for  his  to  op«&l7  do  what 


to  His  UaJaaty  and  Balatan 
vara  not  fanatlaa.  but 
to  halp  ibyaainia  in  arary 
/•   Thaj  aald  thay  ba- 
T%  qulta  In  ayapathy  vith 
In  fcTor  of  our  foing»  but 
sraatly  prarantad  and  Bal- 
It  vaa  not  alvaya  poaalbla 
ha  vlahad  to  do* 


Thay  offarad  to  giro  ua  pazmlaalan  to  go   forth 
Into  tha  aountry  vith  tha  uadarataadlnf  that  if  va 
found  plaaaa  itMv  tha  aatlra  paopXaa  daairad  ua. 
and  vhara  vork  vaa  noadad,  aur  alaaionariaa  would 
quiatly  aattla  dovn  and  apan  vazk  vithaut  aaaking 
daf inlta  OorarBgnaat  paxmita*   Dr.  Laabia  hiaaalf 
vaa  to  ratum  to  Addla  Ababa,  but  in  a  lattar  to  Hla 
Majaaty  daalarad  that  ha  wooii  not  build  alHLrahaa 
until  ha  had  furthar  aaan  Hla  Majaaty  or  tha  Itah- 
igua.   Thia  agraaaant  haa  baan  aaiupuloualy  kapt. 

In  aoeordanoa  vith  thla  undaratandiag  vith  tha 
Ooramaant  tha  part7  vant  South  in  Marah,  It  18* 
Raaehing  WoUana,  thay  vara  aourtaaualy  antartainad 
by  Hia  ]iajaaty*a  QoTamaant't  rapra aantativa  thara, 
DadjaoMtoh  Igasu,  vho  praaiaad  to  halp  thaa  to  find 
land  and  araot  houaaa,  vhiah  ha  aftarwtrda  did* 

Tha  Biaaionariaa  than  vant  to  sidaaa,  arriring 
a  fortnight  bafora  tha  navly  appointad  Oaramor, 
DadjasMitah  Biru*   Ba  had  vrittan  to  Dr.  Lflibia 
not  to  laaTa  Sidaao  until  ha  aasa.   Dadiai  Biru 
gaTa  tha  miaaion  a  kind  raaaptian  and  aald  ha  vould 
ba  glad  if  Dr.  Laiibia  vould  atar  in  sidana.   ia 
Dr.  LMbia  had  tha  agrtidnt  vith  Hia  MaJaaty  to 
ratum  to  Addia  ibaba  ha  aould  not  daf  initaly 
proaiaa  to  atay  nazMinaatly  in  Sidaaa,  but  Dadjaa* 
■atoh  Biru  agraad  to  put  up  aosa  hnta  far  a  taspo- 
rary  raaidanaa,  and  if  antually  agraaabla  thia 
reaidanaa  to  baaoaa  paxaanaat. 


On  a  aubaaquaat  riait  to  tha  laoation  indiaatad 
Dadjas  Bixu,  ha  aonfiraad  thia  and  la  raaart  to 
tain  natlTaa  on  tha  aroparty  vhara  tha  Miaaien 


-S-  Snoloaar*. 
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was  leoatad  ha  told  Dr«  Lanbla  to  agrea  with  than, 
aa  thaj  had  baan  appaalijic  to  hla  that  aona  of 
thair  farming  land  had  baan  appzoprlatad*   Dr* 
Laabla  waa  Tary  willing  to  do  thla  and  agraad  with 
tha  natlTaa  who  ownad  tha  land,  and  paid  tham  rant- 
al  upon  It,  aa  thay  daaanded,  for  two  jaars. 


Somm  aontha  aftar  thla  agraaaant  with  Dadjaz 
Blni  acaa thing,  whl^h  wa  ballara  to  haTV  baan  aaorat 
laatruatloaa  froi  tha  high  priaata  or  poaaibly  from 
Har  Biparlal  ifajaaty,  tha  Bvraaa.  oauaad  hlM  to 
rvToka  hla  ward*  and  tall  Dr.   Lambla  that  whan  ha 
laft  for  Addla  Ababa  tha  houaaa  wara  to  ba  d«Bol- 
lahad  and  tha  Miaalon  goada  vanoTad*   Whan  Ifr. 
Rhoad  and  Dr*  Laabla  want  to  aaa  tha  Dadjaauttah  at 
Agar  3a  I  aaa,  protaating  agalnat  aaah  a  haaty  ordar 
and  raquaatlng  that  tha  thing  ahoiild  raaalwa.aon* 
•Idaration  at  Addla  Ababa  bafora  Hla  Majaaty^* 
10.     (ior^fnmmxt   and  tha  Aaarioan  Mlniatari  ha  ordarad 

tha  houaaa  torn  down  at  onaa,  and  aaid  ha  would 
giya  ordar  a  that  the  alaaionariaa  wara  not  to  ba 
allowad  to  draw  watar  fron  tha  walla  or  hara  a 
atlak  of  flrawood,  and  that  no  natlraa  would  ba 
allowad  to  approaoh  than.   Ha  eallad  in  hla  ahlaf 
offlaial  and  gara  ordara  to  thla  affaat,  aaylng 
also  that  ha  would  publlah  tha  Mlaaian  aa  baing  a 
bad  ona  aaongat  all  tha  big  mm  of  Abyaainia»  and 
laalclng  many  othar  thraata  unnaaaaeary  to  mantlon 
hara* 


It  saamad  to  ua  to  ba  a  mattar  of  abaoluta  oo- 
•rolon.   Ha  aald  ha  would  glra  ua  monay  for  what 
wa  had  apant  on  tha  houaaa*   Wa  told  him  wa  did 
not  wlah  to  talca  hla  monay,  upon  idilah  ha  rapaatad 
all  hla  thraata,  that  wa  would  ba  aaamiaa  to  tha 
third  ganaratiam,  that  ha  would  draaa  hla  ihiald 
agalnat  ua,  ate*,  ata*   Wa  had  na  altaraatiwa,  * 
II*     wa  had  to  agrae  aa  ha  would  not  haar  of  asT  appaal 

baing  aada  or  tha  author Itiaa  at  lAdia  Ababa  or  tha 
iriaan  Lagatian  baing  oonaaltad.   Wa  wara  foraad 


to  taka  hla  monay  and  ha  gaTa  ua  aiz  waaka  tlma  to 


our  thinMi  fr«i  sidoM*   wa  aauld  not  gat 
tranaport  at  tha  tlma,  and  im  addition  wa  wlahad 
to  bring  tho  mtttar  up  at  Addla  Ababa* 


Mr*  Rhoad  and  Or*  Lmbia  than  ^ma%  on  to  Addit 
Ababa  tha  laat  of  Oatabar,  19«,  and  lamadiataly 
got  in  touah  with  Hla  Majaatr^a  OoTarmMat  and  tha 
yoralgn  Miniatar,  who  gaTo  tlia  aaauranaa  that  Dadjaa 
Biru  would  not  think  of  taaring  down  tha  hauaaa  or 
It.     of  dlatharging  tha  onaa  wa  had  laft  thara,  Maaara* 

Cain  and  Duff*   Upon  thaaa  aaauraaaaa  wa  raatad, 
not  wishing  to  troubla  tha  OoramMat  or  tha  La^- 
tion  with  our  affaira,  aapaaially  aa  wa  undarataad 
that  Hla  Kxoallanar,  Balatam  Ohata,  had  raqpiaatad 
the  Lagatlonato  allow  tha  Abyaalnlana  to  daal  di* 
raotly  with  tha  Mlaaiona* 


ffacl^ofwyf 


A.  n*w  party  of  missionarlas  was  arrlTlag  and 
thara  waa  tha  quaatlan  of  thalr  balng  loaatad  in 
tha  8oatli«   Whan  tha  aattar  waa  f  irat  broaahad  to 
Hla  MaiaatT  anA  3ala%aa  CBiata  thay  aald  thay  had 
tha  latantloa  of  aaadins  out  tha  Blaalanarlaa  on  a 
afKl*off lalal  baaia,  whlak  thay  tald  naant  nothing 
and  would  not  bind  ua  in  aay  way.   Aftarwarda  whan 
13*     it  oaaa  to  tha  point  of  tha  miaaionarlas  aatually 

aatting  out  thay  ohangad  thair  aord  and  aooght  to 
put  on  eartain  raatriatiag  things,  vhiah  it  aould 
haTa  baan  difficult,  if  not  lapoaaibla,  for  tha 
Missian  to  aooapt*   Sran  tha  Foraign  Miniatar 
aooadad  to  this  point »  aaying  that  In  hit  plaoa  he 
hardly  thought  tha  Misaion  oould  aooapt. 

Tha  Foraign  Miniatar  adriaad  that  wa  go  forth 
as  «a  had  dona  bafora,  with  alaply  a  passport  to 
tra-ral  in  tha  oountry  and  that  aa  opporttmity  of-> 

14.  farad  wa  aauld  luiatly  aattla  and  go  about  our  work; 

that  it  was  His  llajaaty*a  wish  for  us  to  do  so  with- 
out oaaaing  talk  or  arouaing  tha  opposition. 

Va  oonsantad  to  this  upon  this  adrioa  and  atart* 
ed  out  DaasBibar  S7,  X9a6«   Wa  proaaadad  to  Kasbata, 
whara  ona  of  tha  sub^off ieials,  a  eartain  Fltaurari 
w*lt«,  had  befora  proaiaad  to  giTa  ua  land.   This 
yaar  ha  ranavad  his  proMisa  and  aaaaptad  raatal  for 
a  eartain  land*   Wa  laft  aoaa  miaaioaariaa  thara 
and  want  on  to  WoIImm.   Wa  had  saaraaly  laft  tha 
plaaa  aora  than  two  boors  whan  a  aaaaaagar  erartook 
us  with  tha  nawa  that  tha  Blaaionariaa  vara  to  laara 
tha  plaoa.   Ha  rafuaad  to  ahaw  any  writtaa  ordar,  but 
said  it  had  oona  fron  Addia  Ababa.   InaMHiah  aa  wa 
had  this  understanding  with  tha  Foraiffi  Klaiatar  and 

15.  Hia  ifajaatT  va  did  not  aaa  haw  any  aush  artar  aauld 

haTa  baan  isauad,  but  ware  aaaarad  it  had  baaa  issuad. 
7e  did  not  return  to  KaMbata  but  wa  did.  hawarar, 
diraat  our  aiaaioaariaa  thara  that  if  thay  vara 
greatly  troubled  or  foread  to  do  ao  by  tha  Abyasin- 
iana»  thay  ware  to  laara  thia  land  that  had  baan 
ranted  froai  tha  Fitanrarl  and  go  to  tha  town  of 
Hoaanna,  whara  wa  had  rested  a  saall  hoaaa  and  an- 
oloaora  for  the  purpaaa  of  holding  a  Madiaal  Clinie 
froa  an  Indian  ■arahant,  a  British  aobjaat,  raaidiag 
there.   The  Kiaaionariaa  ware  foread  to  laara  tha 
rented  property  and  go  to  thia  Tory  unaaafortabla 
situation  in  the  tova.  and  awan  tha  Indian,  who  had 

ao  kindly  ranted  ua  thia  property,  waa  thraatanad  by 
the  OoTenaant  and  told  ha  had  no  riglit  to  rant* 

jLftar  laanring  KaMbata  and  arriTing  at  Wollflio 
we  were  infoiwad  by  Rer*  Oaorga  Khoad  that  Alfflaul* 

16.  tiaa  had  alao  arlaan  thara  and  tha  alaaiOBaarlaa  had 

bean  ordarad  to  laara;  thia,  in  apita  of  tha  faat 
that  property  had  baan  giraa  thaai  bj  a  rapraaaatat  ira 

af 
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of  the  QoT«riUDf«&t ,  its  boundaries  limited  by  hia, 
and  adTlee  giren  to  the  mieeionariee  to  rent  land 
froB  eertain  natiTee»  whioh  Mr.  Rhoad  had  done* 
Oreat  expense  had  been  incurred  both  here  and  at 
Sidaao  In  getting  the  misaionaries  and  their  goodi 
loo«ted  at  the  aieaion  e tat ions* 


lo  orert  act  had  been  ooanitted.  nor  vms  any 
charged.   The  Acting  OoTemor  at  Woilaao  said  he 
was  powerless  in  the  face  of  these  orders  to  do 
anything,  that  he  personally  faTored  the  mission- 
aries and  that  all  the  natiTea  faTored  them,  but 
17.    that  in  Tiew  of  certain  orders  he  had  reeeiTed  from 

the  Central  GoTemment  he  had  no  choice  of  action 
but  Bust  tell  the  Bissionaries  to  leaTC.   He  was, 
however y  willing  for  lir.  Rhoad  to  go  to  Addis  Ababa, 
while  the  others  stayea  on  until  sueh  tine  as  Mr. 
Rhoad  could  consult  with  the  authorities  at  Addis 
Ababa* 

Mr*  Bhoad  and  Dr*  Laabie  then  came  on  to  Addis 
Ababa,  arriring  Pebruary  14,  1989,  and  met  with  the 
Foreign  Minister*   He  had  told  them  to  take  certain 
steps,  to  proceed  in  a  eertain  way  and  they  had  fol- 
lowed His  Majesty* s  wishes  in  this  respect,  but 
counter  orders  had  been  Issued  from  Addis  Ababa, 
whioh  had  prerented  their  aeeomyllshiikg  what  they 
IB.    had  been  told  to  do*   It  seemed  impossible  to  meet 

such  a  situatien*   When  ens  is  tela  to  do  one  thing 
and  then  orders  are  given,  •  whieh,  of  course,  were 
never  shoim  in  writing,  but  shich  apparently  were 
given.  •  which  reverse  the  first  orders,  it  is  in* 
possiole  in  such  olreumstanees  to  carry  on  work* 

In  conference  with  Belaten  Gheta  Herouy,  he 
said  that  the  Catholics  in  Kaffa  had  taken  unfair 
advantage,  and  had  opened  six  plaeea  by  unfair 
means,  and  then  when  reproved  had  brought  suit  a* 
gainst  the  Oovernnent  through  their  Italian  Lege* 
19*    tion  for  a  large  sum  of  money;  that  this  had  in- 
cited the  Cffovemment  against  all  Missions,  and  in 
fact  against  all  foreigners*   Both  Belaten  Gheta 
and  His  Majesty  asserted  that  there  was  nothing 
against  us,  that  we  had  not  done  anything  wrong* 

In  submitting  these  things  to  Tour  Sxoellency, 
we  would  like  to  affizm  that  we  do  not  do  so  with 
any  desire  of  bringing  suit  against  the  Abyssinian 
Govemnent  or  anything  of  that  sort,  or  for  any 
20*    definite  action  on  your  part  unless  you  doMi  it 

fit  to  take  sueh  action.   We  wiah,  however,  to 
fully  inform  you  as  to  the  facts  of  the  ease,  and 
will  be  glad  at  any  time  to  further  amplify  this 
short  recital  of  the  facts* 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Sgd*)  T*  A*  Lambie,  M.D* 

7ield  Director* 
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No.  161. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to. my  Diplomatic  Des- 


patch  No.  110  of  December  l4tn,  a^ 
Ethiopian  Holy  Land  claims. 


relating  to  the 


On  page  six  of  that  despatch  mention  is  made  of, 
documents  collected  by  the  Russians  before  the  wear  to 
assist  the  Ethiopians  in  establishing  their  claims  to 
certain  religious  properties  in  Jerusalem.   From  a 
confidential  Ethiopian  source  I  have  now  obtained  a 
memorandum,  in  neither  very  good  nor  accurate  French, 
of  the  documents  which  make  up  the  dossier  in  question 


oo 
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A  translation  of  the  memorcmduiii,  which  lists  a  total 
of  twenty  three  dooumenta  or  sets  of  doounents,  has 
been  made  and  is  treinsmitted  herewith  as  of  possible 
value  and  interest  in  connection  with  Despatch  No* 


110  above  cited* 


Despatch  No*  150  of  February  E3rd 


/- 
-^.c 


from 


this  office,  also  has  some  bearing  on  the  subject  of 
the  Ethiopian  Holy  Lands  claims ,  otherwise  known  as 
the  Deir-es-Sultan  affair* 

I  understand  that  the  Moslem  year  is  intended  to 
be  used  throughout  the  attached  memorandum*   In  spel- 
ling and  other  details  the  memoremdum  is  believed  not 
to  be  entirely  accurate*   In  making  the  translation 
such  informed  assistance  as  is  available  here  has  been 
called  upon  for  the  correction  of  the  more  evident 
errors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  ob 


EnclDsure. 
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Enclosure  to  Despatch  No*  161  of  March  11 th^   1929. 
from  IZTdlson  E,  Southard."Tilnister  and  Consul 
General  a?  Addis  A^aba.  Ethiopia « 


CLAIMS  or  THE  OgglAL  GOVERNIfflNT  OF  ETHIOPIA  p-wr.ATiTJft 


I 
/ 

i. 

I 


DEIR-ES'SaLTAN  AFFAIR^ 


List  of  the  principal  doouments  foiming  the  dossier 
of  the  aboTe  claims,  is  as  follows: 

# 

1,  The  Edict  of  the  Prophet  Mohamet  to  all  men, 
quoted  by  different  authors  in  their  works*   This 
Edict,  in  a  photographic  copy,  legalized  and  French 
translation,  was  issued  on  the  Mount  of  Moses  (Djebel 
Moussa)  by  the  Prophet  Mohamet  to  the  MonloB  of  the  Con- 
vent of  St*  Catherine  (Thor  Sinai)  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Kazarean  (Christian)  nation*   It  constitutes  the 
covenants  governing  the  statute  of  Christians  in  Mos- 
lem countries* 

This  covenant  is  confirmed  by  all  the  decrees 
(firmans)  emanating  from  all  the  Caliphs,  successors  - 

of  Mohamet,  with  regard  to  the  Christians*   Drawn 
up  in  generous  terms  it  does  not  contain,  as  it  should, 
any  citation  relative  to  the  Abyss inians*  ]\ 


\ 


i> 


2*  A3ctanaene  (Pact)  of  the  Caliph  Omar  Ibn  El  \ 

Khattab,  Issued  on  the  20^  of  the  month  of  Rebi  ul  ^* 

Evel,  fifteenth  year  of  the  Flight  of  the  Prophet 
Mohamet,  confirming  the  Edict  perviously  issued  to 
the  Patriarch  of  the  Greeks,  Sofronios,  of  Jerusalam, 
on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  in  order  that  the  eonnunities 
depending  on  the  Greek  Nation  in  Jerusalem,  the  Iber- 
ians and  the  Abyss  inians «  may  enjoy  peacefully  the 
possession  of  tneir  churches,  convents  and  other 
laces  of  worship "si tuat ed  inside  as  well  as  omtside 
erusalem*   It  repeats,  several  times,  and  reoognlzea. 
without  specifying  the  places  belonging  to  each  comm- 
unlty,  their  rights  of  possession,  of  residence  and 
several  other  prerogatives. 

(It  is  a^  very  important  document ) , 

Photographic  Copy  and  French  translation* 

Three  cap  size  pages* 

3«  Firman  of  Sultan  Selim  First*  surname d  Yavuz 
the  Conqueror* 

Like  that  of  Omar  Ibn  Khattab,  issued  at  Jeru- 
salem In  the  year  929  of  the  Hegira  to  the  Patriarch 
of  the  Greeks,  Attalas,  on  the  25th  day  of  the  month 
of  Sefer*   It  states  among  other  things  that  the 

Patriarch 
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Patriarch  shall  hare  under  his  dependency  the  churches 
belonging  to  the  Greorgians,  to  the  Abyss inians  and  to 
the  Serbians,  together  with  all  their  consecrated 
buildings,  and  that  they  shall  not  be  mo).ested  by  any 
other  nation. 

All  the  holy  places  depending  from  the  said  Pat- 
riarch are  enumerated. 

Photographic  copy  and  translation  in  French » 

Four  cap  size  pages 


4.  Firman  of  the  Sultan  Mustapha  II» 

Written  at  Adrianople,  towards  the  end  of  the 
month  of  DJemazi  ul  Evel,  year  1109  of  the  Hegira. 

It  is  stated  therein,  among  other  things,  that 
the  Greek  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem  had  made  it  Imown 
to  the  Sultan-Caliph  that  the  Georgians,  Abyssinians, 
Syrian,  Coptic  and  Serbian  sects  possessed  by  official 
titles,  churches «  monasteries,  gardens,  cemetpries  an? 


titles,  cnurones«  monasteries,  gardens .  cemetpries  an 
other  related  properties;  but  tnat  in  1067  the  Armen- 
Tan~cbia!runity  pretended  sugerainty  oyer  the  Abyssin- 


ians  by  producing  forged  documents  and  writings;  tnat 
in  1108  (Moslem  year)  a  new  Imperial  decree  ordered 
the  Armenians  not  to  encroach  on  the  domains  of  the 
Abyss inians. 

It  repeats  several  times  the  rights  of  the  Abys- 
s inians .   Thus  says  the  firman:  **You  musF~ma]ce  the 
AbyssinlanSy  Georglcms,  Serbians,  and  Copts  lire  in 
possession  of  the  properties  whi ch  they  possess  wT^- 
in  and  out8lB[e  Jerusciiem  by  authoriWof  Imperial""'^ 
acts,  firmans  XfttililfTMi  Q^^^^r  apTOrojatory  acts. 
and  prevent  th^AHBnieaiT^a^rerL^^Ttne^Te^T^ 
that  might  have  the  same  pretentions,  from  usurping 
or  encroaching  upon  the  rights  of  others. 

Photograph  and  French  translation. 

Three  cap  size  pages. 

5.  Photograph  and  French  translation  of  a  peti- 
tion addressed  by  the  Greek  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem 
to  the   Sultan  in  1044  (Moslem  year),  declaring  that 
the  Armenians  contended  priority  over  the  Orthodox 
adherents;  and  the  Lnperial  subscription  thereon  to 
the  effect  that  "Let  orders  be  given  that  the  Greek 
Orthodox  adherents  may  enter  the  first." 

Date;  Safer  15th,  1044. 


y- 
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6.  riraan  of  the  Sultan  Mourad  Khan  IY» 

Cap  size  pages. 

The  contents  of  this  firman  refer  to  the  terns 
raised  by  the  aboYe  petition*   It  states  moreoyer: 
**Therefore  I  ordained  by  the  Imperial  decree  that 
the  Orthodox  adherents  should  hare  priority  for  the 
ceremonies  in  the  Church  of  the  Resurrection  and  that 
they  may  enter  thereunto  before  the  Armenians,  Franks, 
Georgians,  Abyss Inlans  and  others. 

Date;  Sefer  1st,  1044. 

Photograph  and  translation  in  French* 


Cap  size  pages. 


the  Decree  of  Sultan  Mahaui 
"TE50  (165517 


• 


Recapitulation  of  the  Decrees  of  Omar,  S\iltan 
Sellm  Mustapha,  Murad,  and  their  predecessors.   It 
mentions  about  the  Camaaas.  churches «  oonrents. 
;ardens.  tombs  and  Watfs  (pioos  f ouSdat iona ] >  which 

;ians.  to  the  Abyss inlans,  to  the 


ong  to  the  Georgiaxia        -_^_____, 
Copts  and  to  the  Arabs  {these  communities  being  bound 
to  the  Creek  people),  stating  that  decrees  have  been 
Issued  to  them  confirming  the  possession  of  their 
rights  Ab  Antimio.   This  decree  recapitulates  in- 
cident lay   incident  those  that  took  place  in  previous 
times  flind  mentions  specifiosLlly  by  name  the  Abyss  in- 
lans. 

Cap  size  pages. 

8»  Yerdict  concerning  the  dispute  that  arose 
upon  the  pretentions  of  the  Copts  that  a  window 
looking  upon  the  Deir-es-Sultan  was  of  recent  con- 
struction.  The  Tribunal  studied  in  this  connection 
the  title  deeds  of  the  Ethiopians. 

It  is  said  therein  that  the  representative  of 
the  Coptic  community  was  Induced  to  recognize  that 
its  claims  were  not  founded  on  any  documents  or 
proofs. 

Date;  DJemazl  ul  Evel,  1st,  1264  of  the  Heglra. 

Photograph  and  French  translation. 

Cap  size  pages. 

9.  Verdict  previous  to  the  first  one  on  the  date 
of  the  month  of  Ramazan,  year  1261  of  the  Heglra,  set 
ting  forth  treatment  of  the  same  question  with  photo- 
graph and  translation* 

10. 
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Enolosure, 


10.  Verdict  of  the  month  of  Z 11 cade.  106 5 ♦ 

Dealing  with  the  rights  of  priority  of  the  Greeks, 
Quotations  concerning  the  Ethiopians.   The  Greeks  add 
further  that  the  Wakfs  of  the  Georgians  and  Abyss Inians 
depend  on  their  churches  in  Jerusaleom,  as  from  the  per- 
iod  of  the  Caliph  Omar  which  the  titles  and  dociiments 
In  their  hands  proTe.   The  Greek  Patriarchs  lOio  have 
succeeded  each  other  in  Jerusalem  have  always  had  the 
direction  and  the  management  of  these  Georgian  and 
Abyssinian  Wakfs  without  any  other  Christian  religious 
community  having  been  able  to  interfere.   It  was  fur- 
ther decided  to  ask  the  Armenian  community  no  longer 
to  annoy  the  Ethiopians,  nor  to  Intrude  on  TKe  la¥ier*s 
'^^      "^^        '    store  this  property  To  Abyssinian 

Tlve  in  gooT'terBg  wltbT" 


possession;  and,  finally 7  to  livo  In  goodr^teras  wi 
xhe  Abyss Inlans.   The  judge  invited  xhe  Armenians 


ellast  the  spot  where'T^e  tomb  [of 
found,  the  places~s  1 tuat ed  on  the  : 
the  House  of  Ll^t  (Be 
tues.  hely"obJeets.  the 
within 


__^  ._  . belonged"T( 

TEb  interior  of  the  Church  of  Camaria.   the  pacF 

itTT  is" 
opposite 
vases,   stla- 
enelosed 


,  v..*^  piaoes 
i7"^e 


Ti" 


therein  that  "The  above  enumerated  it  ens  sTTinTT 
endered  to  the^ythlopians;  the  speciaJT'i 

and  situated  outside  The  c&irch 


ants  ( 


Photograph  and  French  translation. 

Four  cap  size  pages. 

11.  Yerdict  on  the  date  of  Zllcade.  1262. 

Dealing  with  the  oonTliots  between  the  Ethiopians 
rreeks  and  the  Copt  a »  concemiing  the  subject 
or  the  possession  of  the  Tomb  called  Haghara. 


Important.   (Three  cap  size  pages,  French  trans- 
lation.   Photograph) . 

12.  Meaorandum  on  the  Abyssinian  Claims  in  Pales- 
tine and  on  the  Copto^Abysainian  OonflTet. 

According  to  authentle  documents  this  information 
was  taken  fron  the  best  sources  and  from  a  visit  to 
the  Holy  Places. 

Sixteen  cap  size  pages. 

13.  Memorandum  of  the  Abyssinian  Mission. 

Of  His  Majesty,  the  Emperor  Menelek  II,  to  H.I.M. 
the  Sultan  Abdul  Hamld  Khan  II,  responding  to  the 
statement  of  the  Sublime  Porte  on  the  date  of  December 

19th,  1323  (1907). 


On  the  date  of  January  6th,  1908,  A.D. 
Fourteen  cap  size  pages. 


14. 


J 
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14*  Confidential  Mcaiorandum. 

On  the  Abyssinian  olalms  to  the  Holy  Places. 

Nine  cap  size  pages. 

15.  Translation  In  French  of  a  Turkish  Menorandum 
on  the  same  question  as  No.  14  aboTe,  addressed  to  the 
Ylldlz  Palace. 

Three  cap  size  pages. 

16.  Memorandum  of  the  latest  situation  of  the 
Abyssinian  Claims  In'^elr  conflict  against  TKe   Copts 
on  the  subject  of  the  Holy  Places. 

Date;  March  Slst,  1906. 

jTlye  cap  size  pages. 

17.  Points  of  solution  of  the  conflict. 

Established  by  the  Counsellors  of  the  Abyssinian 
Mission. 

One  cap  size  page. 

18.  Confidential  Report  of  the  Coptic  Delegates. 

On  the  properties  of  the  community  In  Palestine. 
Delr-es-Sultan  affair.   Properties  of  the  Church  of 
the  Besurreotion.   Very  Important. 

Twelve  cap  size  pages. 

19.  Memorandum  of  the  Abyssinian  Claims.   Opinion 
of  Sir  Edwin  Pears,  ^unsellor  of  tSe  British  Embassy 
Tn  ConstanTTnople. 

Date;  March  4th,  1908. 

Yery  Important.   Fourteen  cap  size  pages. 

20.  Statement  of  the  Sublime  Porte. 

On  the  date  of  Decesber  19th,  1323,  Moslem  year. 
Photograph  and  French  translation. 
Four  cap  size  pages. 

21.  Original  British  Blue  Book. 

Dlpl(»iiatic  correspondence  concerning  the  Abyssln- 
ians  in  Jerusalem  from  1850  to  1867,  with  French  trans- 
lation of  forty-two  cap  size  pages.   The  obtaining  of 
this  document  and  its  legalization  cost  three  hundred 
pounds  sterling.   The  memorandum  of  Sir  Edwin  Pears 
cost  four  hundred  pounds  sterling  of  idiloh  the  two 

hundred 
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Snolosure. 


hundred  have  not  yet  been  jald  to  him, 

•t 

To  this  Blue  Book  is  Joined  an  offioial  plan  of 
the  Abyssinian  possessions  at  tha'F'tiine. 

23.  Extract  of  the  Terdiot  of  the  22nd  of  Zilcade, 
1325.   French  translation, 

23.  Correspondence  exchanged  between  the  different 
Abyssinian  Missions  and  the  Sublime  Porte*   Letter  to 
Abbas  Hilmi  Pasha,  EhedlT^  of  Egypt;  to  Grhaleb  Pasha, 
Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  of  the  Sultan;  Tewfik  Pasha, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs;  Memdouh  Pasha,  Minister 
of  the  Interior;  etc.,  etc. 

Letters,  extracts  from  ancient  and  modern  works, 
treating  of  the  Abyssinians  in  Jerusalem.   Maps  of 
their  possessions,  as  well  as  famous  books  such  as 
the  Celebrated  History  of  ?amine;  the  Patriarchates, 
by  Sidaros;  Jerusalem,  by  the  Count  of  Vogue;  Chateau- 
briand; The  Yoyage  to  the  Holy  Land,  by  Maitre  Denis 
Possot,  year  1532,  which  says,  "We  went  therefrom  to 
the  place  where  Abraham  male  his  duty  of  sacrificing 
Isaac  and  the  chapel  is  held  by  totally  black  people 
called  Abyss inians***   Etc,  etc. 
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March  25th,    1929. 


No.  167. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


4 


^^'^^   ? 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation's  series 


of  despatches  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  new 
Ethiopian  Abouna,  of  which  the  last  was  No#  150  of  Feb- 


ruary 23rd,  1929* 


I 


The  recently  arrived  Egyptian  Consul  in  Addis  Ababa 
has  informed  me  that  there  has  already  started,  or  will 
start  within  a  very  few  days,  from  Egypt  a  commission  of 
five  members  from  the  Coptic  Patriarchate  to  confer  in 
Addis  Ababa  with  the  Ethiopian  Government  on  the  Abouna 
matter.   The  names  of  the  members  of  this  commission 

will 
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will  be  supplied  later* 

The  sending  of  suoh  a  oommlsslon  Indicates  a  diplo- 
matic Ylotory  for  the  Ethiopians  and  also  appears  to  In- 
dicate the  great  Importance  which  the  Coptic  church  glyes 
the  amicable  adjustment  of  the  matter.   So  far  eis  the 
Legation  Is  able  to  learn  the  Ethiopians  will  hold  out 
for  the  consecration  of  twelve  Ethiopian  Bishops  as  part 
of  the  price  of  acceptance  of  another  Egyptian  Abouna* 
This  aspect  of  the  situation  has  already  been  discussed 
In  previous  despatches. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant,      
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No.   176* 


Copy  'IrauDri.iv*".  •->     '>j 
Oomm««l%'.  Office  (H-O/O) 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington* 


Q^ 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation's  Ki 
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of  March  25th,  1929,  and  to  various  previous  despatches, 


Egypt 


to  head  the  Ethiopian  state  church* 


Today  the  Legation  learns  that  the  proposed  commission 
from  Egypt  will  not  come  to  Ethiopia  as  agreement  has  final 
ly  been  reached  in  the  Abouna  question*   I  am  told  by  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  that  the  formal  agreement 
reached  provides  for  the  appointment  of  an  Egyptian  Abouna 
and  the  consecration  of  five  Ethiopian  bishop^* 
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Th©  Abouna  will  have  his  seat  in  Addis  Ababa  and 
will  exercise  authority  only  in  spiritual  affairs.  The 
five  Ethiopian  bishops  to  be  consecrated  will  each  be 
in  command  of  one  of  the  five  areas  into  which  the  ooun- 
try  is  to  be  divided  for  the  purpose.   These  bishops 
will  nominally  exercise  control  only  in  religious  mat- 
ters  but  it  is  understood  and  expected  that  they  will 
also  wield  indirect  authority  in  certain  temporal  mat- 
ters in  their  respective  areas  to  the  extent  at  least 
as  such  authority  was  exercised  by  former  Abounas*  The 
Egypt iem  Abouna  in  Addis  Ababa  will,  however,  be  supreme 
over  the  bishops  in  religious  matters  which  must  be  re- 
ferred to  him  for  decision* 


As  is  usual  in  Ethiopian  practice  there  is  no  ab- 
solutely clear  cut  division  of  power  in  the  new  arrange- 
ment for  governing  the  church  and  limiting  its  inter- 
ference in  temporal  or  political  matters*   There  will 
doubtless  be  considerable  dispute  and  difference  with 
victory  to  the  bishop  or  to  the  Abouna  according  to  the 
strength  or  Influence  of  the  governmental  factions  con- 
cerned* 

It  is  understood  that  the  new  Abouna  has  not  yet 
been  designated  by  the  Coptic  Patriarch  at  Alexandria 
although  opinion  seems  to  lead  to  the  probable  nomina- 
tion of  the  dignitary  of  the  church  .vho  now  commands  in 
Khartoum*   He  is  said  to  be  favorably  known  and  persona 
grata  to  the  Ethiopians*   The  Ethiopian  Gtovernment  has 
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not  yet  nominated  the  five  bishops  who  will  go  from  here 
to  Alexandria  for  consecration  and  return  with  the  new 
Abouna,   It  seems  reasonably  certain  that  the  present 
Ethiopian  Itohigue  and  Acting  Abouna  will  be  one  of  the 
new  bishops.   He  is  of  the  party  of  the  Empress,    It 
is  evident  that  Her  Majesty* s  party,  the  King»s  party, 
and  various  of  the  more  powerful  provincial  chieftains, 
wiUL  each  have  their  five  candidates  for  the  nominations* 
As  the  church  dominates  the  countiry  to  an  important  ex- 
tent the  party  or  parties  successful  in  getting  their 
own  candidates  nominated  as  bishops  will  enjoy  consider- 
able advantage ♦ 

The  Ethiopian  Government  feels  that  it  has  gained 
a  great  victory  in  its  negotiations  with  the  Egyptian 
church*   King  Tafari  is  generally  credited  with  having 
brought  the  issue  to  a  close  without  separating  from  the 
mother  church  in  Alexandria*   Under  the  new  arrangement 
there  will  still  be  an  Egyptian  Abouna  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  of  centuries  -  a  result  pleasing  to 
the  party  of  the  Empress  and  the  older  nobility  and 
aristocracy  -  but  one  without  the  great  politiceil  or 
temporal  power  which  the  King  and  the  new  or  progress- 
ive party  have  hoped  to  eliminate*   Ethiopian  national 
pride  is  also  pleased  with  the  concession  gained  by  the 
King  for  the  appointment  of  the  five  Ethiopian  bishops. 
His  Majesty's  original  demand  was  for  twelve  such 
bishops  who  might  then  elect  one  of  their  own  number 
as  Abouna  to  succeed  the  one  now  to  be  appointed.   It 
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is  unlikely  that  the  Ethiopians  felt  any  probability  of 
obtaining  a  dozen  bishops,  but  by  naming  the  mflTiTniiim 
number  they  have  been  able  to  trade  and  negotiate  up  to 
the  five  agreed  upon. 

The  matter  of  the  Ethiopian* Holy  Lands  claims,  which 
has  been  discussed  in  various  of  the  Legation's  despatches, 
is  also  tied  up  with  this  Abouna  matter.   No  definite 
decision  has  been  reached  but  the  Coptic  church  has  so 
far  offered  to  give  up  to  the  Ethiopians  two  thirds  of 
the  disputed  lands.   The  Ethiopians  are  holding  out  for 
the  entire  property.   That,  presumably,  will  come  to  a 
final  settlement  when  the  five  candidates  for  appointment 
as  bishop  go  to  Alexandria,   When  they  will  go  is  not 
yet  settled.   Time  is  never  important  in  Ethiopia  -  to 
the  Ethiopians  at  least. 

It  appears  that  a  most  vexatious  question  in  Eth- 
iopian internal  politics  has  now  been  practically  set- 
tled.  The  King  comes  out  of  the  affair  with  added 
prestige.   With  his  usual  astuteness  he  will  doubtless 
obtain  at  least  four  of  the  new  bishoprics  for  his  own 
men.   The  fifth,  according  to  the  present  outlook,  must 
go  to  the  present  Itchigue  who  is  the  Empress*  confessor. 
I  asked  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  how  Her  Imperial 
Kajesty,  the  Empress,  looked  upon  the  new  arrangement. 
He  hesitated  for  a  while  and  then  stated  with  his  usual 
laconism  that  "the  King  presented  the  matter  for  Her 
Majesty's  approval;  she  approved .♦*   My  impression  is 
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that  Her  Imperial  Majesty  may  not  feel  enthusiastic 
over  the  arrangements   However,  confirmation  of  that 
must  await  information  via  certain  other  channels  which 
lAad  from  Her  Majesty^ s  Palace • 

There  may  and  doubtless  will  be  repercussions  from 
the  more  powerful  provincial  rulers  after  the  selection 
of  the  new  bishops*   However,  if  the  church  as  a  unit 
agrees  there  is  little  that  can  be  done  to  the  contrary 
by  any  single  governor  or  possible  combination  of  pro- 
vincial governors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


ADDISON  E.  SO 
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Hay  14th,   1929. 
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No.    194. 


Tlie  Honorable 


Sir: 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation's  No.  176 


of  March  8th,  1929,  reporting  the  agreement  for  the  ap- 
pointinent  of  a  new  Coptic  Abouna  and  the  consecration  of 
five  Ethiopians  as  bishops. 

The  five  Ethiopian  priests  who  are  to  be  made  bi- 
shops have  now  been  selected*   They  are  as  follows: 

HAILE  MARI^  (Strength  of  Many).   Confessor 
of  His  Miajesty,  the  King,  for  several  years.   A 
celibate  monk  aged  about  fifty.   Tery  learned  as 
Ethiopians  are  rated.   Possesses  much  confidence 
and  affection  from  the  King.   Stated  not  to  be 
interested  in  politics. 

KISANi 


•>  ■^. 
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KIDANli  WOLD  (Born  of  the  Covenant).   Confes- 
sor of  His  Highness,  Ras  Kassa.   Native  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Lasta  which  was  once  governed  by  the  father 
of  Ras  Kassa.   A  celibate  monk  aged  about  fifty. 
Considered  a  man  of  great  learning.   Stated  to  be 
neither  interested  nor  influential  in  politics. 

DESTA  (Joy)*   Alaka,  or  head,  of  the  important 
church  of  St.  Gabriel  in  Addis  Ababa,  which  church 
is  near  the  Palace  of  the  Empress  and  much  favored 
by  Her  Imperial  Majesty.   Desta  is  a  highly  learned 
man  and  one  of  the  few  who  can  translate  and  inter- 
pret the  Fetha  Negust.   Native  of  God jam,  the  pro- 
vince ruled  by  Ras  Hailu.   Celibate  monk  of  about 
sixty  years.   Stated  to  be  neither  interested  nor 
influential  in  politics  but  being  a  favorite  lectur- 
er and  teacher  to  the  clergy  could  wield  much  influ- 
ence.  Of  progressive  tendencies.   Devoted  to  the 
Empr e  s  s . 

HAILK  MIKAEL  (Strength  of  MifehftCli,   Is  the 
Alaka,  or  head,  of  the  important  church  of  St.  Urael 
situated  near  the  Imperial  Palace  in  Addis  Ababa. 
Favored  by  the  Empress.   Native  of  Beguemeder,  a 
province  near  Lake  Tsana.   A  celibate  monk  aged 
about  sixty.   Not  so  learned  as  those  mentioned 
above.   Considered  somewhat  meek  and  mild  for  a 
man  in  his  position.   Stated  to  be  neither  inter- 
ested nor  influential  in  politics. 

GABRli  KIDAN  (Slave  of  the  Covenant).   Best 
known  as  former  Alaka,  or  head,  of  the  Ethiopian 
convent  in  Jerusalem.   A  celibate  monk  aged  about 
forty.   Native  of  Shoe.   Now  in  charge  of  a  com- 
paratively unimportant  church  in  the  province  of 
Shoe.   Not  known  to  be  interested  or  influential 
in  politics.   Possibly  the  "dark  horse"  of  the 
quintet. 

The  parentheses  above  contain  in  each  instance  a 
translation  in  English  of  the  name  of  the  priest  con- 
cerned.  These  five  priests,  accompanied  by  the  Bejirond 
Zelleka,  Ethiopian  Minister  of  Finance,  have  Just  depart- 
ed for  Egypt.   There  the  priests  will  be  consecrated  as 
bishops,  and  the  Minister  of  Finance  will  pay  the  hand- 
some fee  required  by  the  Coptic  Patriarch  for  the  con- 
secration 
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seoratlon  of  the  bishops  and  appointment  Of  one  of  his  own 
Coptlo  priests  as  Ethiopian  Abouna*   All  Will  then  return 


to  Addis  Ababa* 
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The  reoent  announcement  of  this  list  of  flye  priests 
surprised  many  in  not  Including  the  present  Itchlgae,  or 
acting  Abouna  of  Ethiopia*   There  Is  no  doubt  but  that  he 
could  have  been  one  of  the  fire  had  he  desired*   The  best 
information  available  Is  that  he  considers  the  title  of 
Itchlgue  as  far  superior  to  that  of  bishop  and  would  ac- 
cordlngly  adulterate  the  prestige  of  the  former  title  by 
accepting  the  latter*   There  Is  also  strong  reason  to 
suspect  that  he  fears  to  leaye  Ethiopia  and  the  Empress* 


It  Is  rumored  as  well  that  some  other  preferaant  Is  In 
store  for  him  which  might  be  endangered  by  his  aceeptanoe 
of  a  bishopric  and  necessary  absence  from  the  country  for' 
the  purpose*   There  Is  something  InrolTod  about  the  sltua*- 
tlon  which  does  not  appear  easily  understandable*   There 
Is,  of  course^  the  possibility  that  King  Tafarl*8  opposl- 
tlon  to  him  preyented  his  being  Included  In  the  list  of 
nominated  bishops,  although  there  Is  little  basis  for  this 
conjecture*   At  any  rate  he  Is  a  Tory  asttte,  powerful  and 
Intelligent  priest  whose  Influence  orer  the  Empress  and 
many  of  the  older  Ethiopians  Is  not  to  be  dou1>ted*   So 
far  as  can  be  learned  he  will  continue  as  Itohlgue  and  as 
such  hold  power  Independently  of  the  new  Abouna*   There 
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ant  diminution  of  his  great  influence  in  the  religious 
and  political  life  of  Ethiopia. 

This  list  of  priests  to  he  made  hishops  is  thought 
by  many  to  represent  another  Tictory  for  King  Taflari  in 
his  plan  to  take  the  established  church  more  and  more 
out  of  politics*   Not  one  of  the  nominees  is  known  to 
be  of  strong  and  aggress ire  worldly  character,  or  to  be 
interested  or  capable  in  politics*   They  art  ]mo«n  ra- 
ther for  their  outstanding  piety  and  learning*   They  are 
more  of  the  scholarly  type  little  interested  in  the  tem- 
poral world  or  its  ways*   The  selection  of  these  men  is 
said  to  have  InTolred  long  and  tenacious  discussions  in 
the  Council  composed  of  the  Impress,  the  King,  and  Bas 
Kassa,  aided  from  time  to  time  by  rarious  Ethiopian  not- 
ables called  in  for  the  purpose*   There  were,  of  course, 
many  candidates  which  included  not  a  few  of  the  strong- 
est and  most  aggressive  of  the  clergy  who  hare  heretofore 
interested  themselTes  as  much  in  temporal  as  in  religious 
affairs*   The  elimination  of  at  least  some  of  them  could 
only  have  resulted  from  the  exercise  of  unusual  skill  and 
strength  on  the  part  of  King  Tafari*   The  ^press  would, 
of  course,  if  left  alone  judge  the  candidates  on  their 
piety  and  learning*   The  King  doubtless  worked  on  that 
basis  by  supporting  men  of  such  accompli ahments  against 
the  more  ambitious  ones* 

Jlb   has  preTlously  been  reported  the  country  will  be 
dlTided  into  flye  districts  with  one  of  the  new  bishops 
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in  oommand  of  eaoh*   There  is  as  yet  no  information  ayail- 
able  as  to  the  delimitation  of  the  proposed  areas  and  pos-> 
sibly  no  definite  action  has  so  far  been  taken  by  the  goy- 

erninant  • 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  obe 
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The  Honorable 
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The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 
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I  haye  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation* a  No,    f^ 


194  of  Uay  14th,  1929,  reporting  the  selection  of  the 
new  Ethiopian  bishops,  and  their  depflLrt\ire  for  Egypt 
for  consecration  in  their  new  titles  and  offices  to- 
gether with  the  new  Coptic  Abouna  for  the  Ethiopian 
established  church. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  Berhanena  Salam,  a  journal 
published  from  time  to  time  as  a  vehicle  for  discus- 
sion on  popular  local  subjects  inspired  by  His  Majesty, 
the  King,  there  appeaired  an  article  on  the  subject  of 

the 
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the  selection  of  the  new  Ahouna  and  of  the  five  Eth- 
iopians to  he  conseorated  bishops.   This  article  has 
been  translated  and  Is  enclosed  herewith*   As  an  In- 
spired article  It  naturally  leaves  out  or  dresses  a 
bit  differently  certain  Interesting  facts  or  details 
which  have,  however,  been  reported  In  various  previous 
despatches  from  the  Legation.   On  the  other  hand  the 
article  contains  considerable  comnent  and  Information 
of  value  and  Interest  to  the  complete  story  of  this 
greatest  of  events  In  Ethiopian  church  history. 

In  the  attached  article  there  may  be  noted  the 
original  suggestion  that  the  Itchigue  be  consecrated 
a  bishop,  a  bit  of  news  reported  many  months  ago  from 
the  Legation  when  it  was  available  only  from  two  or 
three  very  confidential  Ethiopian  sources.   Further 
comment  on  the  still  pending  possibility  of  the  con- 
secration of  the  Itchigue  will  be  given  in  an  early 
despatch  reporting  the  recent  arrival  and  reception 
in  Addis  Ababa  of  the  new  Aboxina  and  bishops. 

The  reference  on  page  5  of  the  attached  trans- 
lation, as  to  the  selection  of  the  new  bishops  by 
lot,  is  a  clever  touch.   No  doubt  the  form  of  selec- 
tion by  lot  was  gone  through  but  as  has  previously 
been  reported  by  the  Legation,  and  as  every  Informed 
person  here  knows  or  suspects,  there  was  no  chance 
for  any  candidate  getting  by  who  was  not  acceptable 
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to  His  Majesty,  the  King*   The  selection  could  not, 
therefore,  have  been  left  entirely  to  lot  or  chance 
as  there  would  have  been  too  great  danger  of  the  In- 
clusion of  one  of  the  many  very  able  and  wily  priests 

« 

of  the  church  who  eire  opposed  to  the  King  and  his 
policies  for  the  development  of  the  country.   Con- 
trary to  the  statement  on  this  same  page  of  the  en- 
closure herewith,  a  fifth  candidate  was  also  chosen 
and  departed  for  Egypt,   His  consecration  was,  how- 
ever, on  second  thought  held  up  In  order  to  give  the 
Itchlgue  further  time  to  reconsider  his  own  cemdld- 
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1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your 
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Encloyire  to  De spat oh  No*  219  of  July  2nd.  1929,  from 
AddlBonT.  Southard t  MinlBter  and  Consul  General 

at  Add la  Ahata.  Ethiopia. 


Translation  from  the  French  Yerslon  of  an  Article 
n  BSRBAS^SjTSSuAIL,   Addis  Ahaha.  of  Tune  15.  1929. 


THE  CX)NSBCRAT ION  OP  A  COPTIC  ABOUNA  AKD  OF  FIVE 

Bli^OFS  FOB  JS'i'MlOP: 


His  Majesty,  King  Tafarl,  had  informed  the  High 
Dignitaries  and  the  members  of  the  Clergy  of  the  reas- 
ons for  uhloh  the  Episcopal  Seat  of  Abouna  Matthew  has 
remained  raoant  from  the  time  of  his  death  to  the  pre- 
sent.  A  great  number  of  people  to  whom  the  mot lyes  of 
this  delay  had  not  been  announced  were  perhaps  surprized 
to  see  that  a  new  Abouna  (Archbishop)  had  not  yet  been 
appointed* 

Further,  even  among  the  High  Dignitaries  and  the 
members  of  the  Clergy,  the  number  of  those  who  were  not 
Informed  of  the  reasons  was  greater  than  that  of  those 
who  were  .Informed.   We  wish  at  present  to  Inform  the 
High  Dignitaries,  the  members  of  the  Clergy,  and  the 
population,  of  the  mot lyes  which  caused  this  delay  and 
those  which  brought  about  a  solution. 

Since  the  time  when  Eassatle  Berhana  Salama  con- 
verted Ethiopia  to  Christianity,  the  bishops  were  ap- 
pointed from  Alexandria  and  no  Ethiopian  was  permitted 
to  be  consecrated  as  bishop. 

The  reason  was  that  a  Copt  had  inserted,  on  his 
own  account,  in  the  Fetha  Negust  the  following  inter- 
diction, in  the  name  of  the  Council  of  Klcea:  "Ethiopia 
shall  not  have  authority  to  appoint  an  Ethiopian  bishop 
from  amongst  the  doctors  of  its  Church." 

Howeyer,  as  Solomon  has  declared  in  his  book  called 
MXEBEB,  everything  has  its  time.   The  Ethiopian  youth, 
which  has  been  growing  up  in  knowledge  and  In  wisdom, 
asked  Itself  why  an  Ethiopian  could  not  become  a  bishop, 
since  in  the  whole  world  any  person  who  had  all  the  re- 
quired qualities  could  be  appointed.   The  youth  began 
to  quote  arguments  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  to 
write  articles  on  this  subject  in  the  BXRHANENA  ^^^t.am 
and  in  the  ABilRG. 

These  articles  were  reproduced  also  in  foreign 
papers.   This  idea  has  been  studied  by  the  papers  since 
1918  (1926),  well  before  the  death  of  Abouna  Matthew, 
Archbishop  of  Ethiopia. 

However, 
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However,  ttie  wishes  of  the  Ethiopian  youth  were  to 
he  realized.   Ahouna  Matthew  oould  not  oppose  and  even 
if  he  should  think  of  doing  so  the  youth  of  Ethiopia 
would  of  course  create  obstacles  in  his  way. 

One  of  the  young  Ethiopians  who  stated  that  the 
Ethiopians  were  worthy  of  being  consecrated  as  bishops 
and  who  had  dared  to  use  bold  expressions,  was  chained 
on  the  complaint  of  Abouna  Matthew  to  His  Majesty  the 
King.   But  one  month  later  he  was  pardoned  and  set 
free. 

The  numbers  of  those  who  called  for  an  Ethiopian 
Archbishop  and  Ethiopian  Bishops  Increased  even  among 
the  High  Dignitaries I  the  Army,  and  the  members  of  the 
Clergy,  who  read  these  articles  in  the  newspapers  and 
who  became  convinced  of  their  truth  and  good  intentions, 
This  unanimous  desire,  repeated  over  and  over  by  the 
Dignitaries  and  the  people  both  by  writing  and  by  word 
of  mouth,  reached  His  Majesty  the  King.   His  Majesty, 
talcing  into  consideration  the  extent  of  the  Empire,  the 
growing  number  of  the  population,  as  well  as  the  great 
honor  that  would  result  to  Ethiopia  if  Its  church 
should  have  bishops  among  its  members,  was  pleased  to 
explain  the  situation  to  H.  I.  M.  the  Empress,  to  the 
High  Dignitaries,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Clergy. 

The  opinions  of  H.  I.  M.  the  Empress  and  those  of 
H.  M.  the  King  were  identical.   The  High  Dignitaries 
and  the  members  of  the  Clergy  agreed,  and  a  request 
was  accordingly  addressed  to  His  Eminence,  Abouna  Kyril* 
Ids,  Patriarch  of  Alexandria.   The  latter,  considering 
the  matter  to  be  of  sufficient  importance,  thought  that 
he  could  not  settle  it  without  a  meeting  of  the  Coptic 
Assembly.   Upon  these  events  he  died. 

Thus  the  circumstances  delayed  the  conclusion  of 
the  negotiations  on  the  subject  of  the  Ethiopian  Epis- 
copacy.  The  Coptic  Patriarchal  seat  had  remained 
vacant  for  one  year  and  five  months.   Finally  Patri- 
arch Yohannes,  who  had  acted  for  Patriarch  Kyrlllos  In 
Alexandria,  was  elected  Patriarch  on  Tahsas  7th,  1921 
(December  16th,  1928).   The  news  was  transmitted  to 
His  Majesty  the  King  who  Immediately  restimed  the  nego- 
tiations by  telegram.   The  negotiations  had  as  their 
subject  the  matter  of  the  appointment  of  an  Abouna 
(Archbishop)  eind  bishops  to  be  chosen  from  the  members 
of  the  Ethiopian  Clergy.   This  matter  had  already  ob- 
tained the  assent  of  H.  !•  M.  Empress  Zeoditu  and  the 
High  Dignitaries  of  the  Empire. 

King 


r 


-  S  -  Enolosure. 


King  Tafarl  desired  that  an  Archbishop  should  be 
named  and  sent  from  Sgypt  and  that  he  should  In  his 
turn  consecrate  other  Ethiopian  bishops  on  his  arrival 
In  Ethiopia. 

But  the  Patriarch  of  Alexandria,  His  Eminence 
Yohannes,  disagreed  at  that  time  and  sent  the  follow- 
ing telegram: 

*«We  have  taken  note  of  Your  Majesty's  mes- 
sage.  We  are  profoundly  touched  by  the  senti- 
ments expressed  for  the  continuation  of  the  good 
relations  existing  between  the  Coptic  and  Eth- 
iopian Churches.   We  have  the  pleasure  to  con- 
vey to  Your  Majesty  our  best  wishes  and  those  of 
the  Coptic  people  for  the  happiness  of  the  Eth- 
iopian Church  and  the  people.   We  confirm  our 
desire  to  appoint  an  Archbishop  who  will  have 
all  the  qualities  required  by  Your  Majesty.  We 
should  be  very  happy  to  Invest  this  prelate  with 
the  authority  to  consecrate  bishops  If  only  the 
ecclesiastical  law  permitted.   In  the  face  of 
this  obstacle,  which  Is  purely  religious,  we  pro- 
pose the  solution  already  put  forward  by  Patri- 
arch Kyrlllos,  through  Yousef  Pasha  Solelman, 
that  Your  Majesty  should  send  us  the  Venerable 
Itchlgue,  that  we  might  consecrate  him  bishop 
and  attach  to  the  Archbishop  one  or  two  Coptic 
bishops  to  help  him  In  the  performance  of  his 
religious  duties  In  the  different  parts  of  the 
Empire.   We  assure  Your  Majesty  of  our  firm 
desire  to  solve  all  the  questions  pending  be- 
tween our  Ethiopian  children  and  the  Mother  Cop- 
tic Church,  to  the  advantage  of  both  parties 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  Your  Majesty.   A- 
waltlng  the  reply  of  Your  Majesty,  we  express 
the  wish  that  the  bonds  \inltlng  the  two  nations 
may  grow  closer.   We  give  our  Apostolic  Bene- 
diction to  H.  I*  M.  Snqpress  Zeodltu,  to  Your 
Majesty,  to  Their  Highnesses  the  Members  of  the 
Imperial  Family,  and  to  our  children,  the  clergy 


and  the  people. 


*Yohannes,  Patriarch, 
Vicar  of  St.  Mark»« 


'. 


H«  M.  the  King  answered  this  telegram  In  the  fol 
lowing  terms: 

"To  His  Beatitude,  Patriarch  Yohannes. 

'^e  have  seen  the  text  d^larlng  your  deci- 
sion to  appoint  an  Archbishop,  having  all  the 
required  qualities,  to  consecrate  two  Coptic 

bishops 
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"bishops  to  acoompany  him,  and  to  appoint  the  Itoh- 
Igue  a  bishop  on  the  Ethiopian  side*   The  plan  Is 
not  of  a  nature  to  eliminate  the  diffioulties  of 
education  that  preoccupy  us.   As  the  two  Copts 
who  shall  be  attached  to  the  Abouna  do  not  know 
our  language,  please  accept  that  we  might  send  with 
our  Delegation  learned  Ethiopians  who  shall  be 
chosen  from  amongst  our  clergy  in  necessary  num- 
bers.  As  to  the  consecration,  if  there  is  a  law 
which  is  contrary  to  this  act  being  performed  by 
the  Archbishop  here,  we  propose,  after  explain- 
ing the  law  to  the  religious  leaders  which  we  shall 
send  you,  to  let  them  be  consecrated  there  and  let 
them  return  with  the  Archbishop. 

*We  hsTe  not  intended  to  contradict  your  will 
as  we  do  not  wish  to  hurt  the  reciprocal  paternal 
and  filial  confidence,  and  we  should  request  you 
to  consider  that  the  desire  of  our  people  remains 
the  same  as  already  stated. 

"Negus  Tafari*" 

As  the  question  could  not  be  settled  by  telegraphic 
correspondence,  H.  M.  the  King,  desirous  of  settling  the 
matter  as  soon  as  possible,  commanded  Ato  Sahle  Sedalou, 
the  Director  of  Public  Instruction,  to  go  to  Egypt  and 
after  hearing  the  reply  of  Patriarch  Yohannes  to  commun- 
icate the  results  here. 

When  Ato  Sahle  Sedalou  arrived  in  Egypt,  he  informed 
the  Patriarch  of  the  mission  with  which  he  had  been  in- 
trusted by  King  Tafari*   Abouna  Yohannes  conroked  the 
Coptic  Orthodox  Assembly  which  approyed  and  accepted  the 
proposition  of  King  Tafarl  and  transmitted  the  following 
cable: 

•Tlay  our  Apostolic  Benediction  Reach  Your 
Majesty. 

•We  authorize  the  consecration  of  five  persons, 
chosen  from  the  clergy,  as  bishops.  Send  therefore 
five  religious  leaders. 

"Patriarch  Yohannes*" 

His  Uajesty,  King  Tafarl,  replied  telegraphically: 

**Your  Apostolic  Benediction,  as  well  as  the 
reply  which  you  sent  us,  following  our  communica- 
tion through  Sahle  Sedalou,  has  pleased  us.   We 
are  doing  the  necessary  and  shall  send  you  the  five 
religious  leaders* 

"May  the  Lord  protect  Your  Holy  Beatitude. 

"Negus  Tafarl*" 


%- 
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After  this  decision  H*  I*  M.  Empress  Zeoditu  and 
H,  M.  King  Tafarl  announced  the  news  to  the  High  Dig- 
nitaries and  to  the  members  of  the  Clergy  and  ordered 
the  election  of  religious  leaders  having  the  knowledge 
and  qualities  required  for  that  high  post*   Thereafter 
His  Holiness,  Itchigue  Oabre  Menfes  Kedus,  Melake  Gennet 
Wolde  Hanna,  Memher  Desta,  AinVft  Wolde  Takle,  Uemher 
Halle  Milcael  and  Alaka  Wolde  Tensaye  met  and  nominated 
the  candidates  according  to  their  instructions.   But 
as  they  did  not  know  that  the  number  of  the  candidates 
was  to  be  five  they  nominated  ten.   Therefore  they 
were  ordered  to  nominate  only  five. 

As  the  choice  was  to  be  made  by  lot,  all  the  lots 
were  placed  on  the  altar  of  a  church  eind  for  seven  days 
prayers  were  recited  and  mass  was  celebrated.   The  lot 
designated  the  following  four  persons: 

Memher  Desta. 
Memher  Halle  Mar lam. 
Memher  Wolde  Kidan. 
Memher  Halle  Mlkael. 

The  name  of  the  fifth  Is  not  known  but  It  shall  be 
announced  as  soon  as  It  is  chosen. 

Thereupon,  H.  E«  Bedjlrond  Zellaka,  the  Minister 
of  Finance,  received  Instructions  to  go  to  Egypt  to- 
gether with  the  Doctors  of  the  Church  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consecration  of  the  Archbishop  and  Bishops. 
H,  E,  the  Minister  of  Finance  left  Addis  Ababa  for  Dji- 
bouti by  the  train  of  May  2nd,  1929,  with  letters  from 
the  Empress  and  the  King. 

They  took  the  steamer  from  Djibouti  to  Egypt  on 
May  5th.   After  staying  fifteen  days  in  Cairo,  on  May 
25th,  Sunday,  the  Coptic  Archbishop,  chosen  to  dwell  In 
Ettflopla,  as  well  as  the  four  Ethiopian  Bishops,  were 
consecrated  In  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Mark.   On  this 
occasion  the  Patriarch  Yohannes  cabled  the  following 
to  Their  Majesties,  the  Empress  and  the  King: 

"This  day  we  have  consecrated  His  Eminence 
Abba  Kyrillos  as  Archbishop  and  the  four  Doctors 
of  the  Ethiopian  Church  as  Bishops,   Their  names 
are:  Petros,  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Mlkael. 

"Patriarch  Yohannes." 

Then  the  Empress  and  the  King  replied  as  follows: 

"We  thank  you  with  joy  for  the  communication 
on  the  subject  of  the  consecration  of  the  Arch- 
bishop and  the  Bishops.   This  event  realized  in 

the 
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the  course  of  your  Patriarchate,  brings  us  the 
assurance  of  the  Unity  of  the  Two  Churches. 

"May  God  protect  Your  Beatitude, 

"Negus  Tafari»" 

After  what  we  have  exposed  here  above  the  Ethiop- 
ian people  must  be  grateful  to  H,  M.  the  King  for  hav- 
ing carried  to  a  happy  end,  in  a  friendly  spirit,  the 
negotiation  with  Patriarch  Johannes.   And  this  shall 
strengthen  the  Unity  of  the  Ethiopian  Church  and  Coptic 
Church,  and  the  Ethiopian  Church  will  enjoy  the  honor 
which  it  merits. 

We  shall  remind  you,  the  readers  of  BERHAIOENA 
SALAM,  that  if  the  Ethiopian  Church  enjoys  the  honor 
of  which  it  is  worthy,  during  the  reign  of  H.  M,  the 
Empress  eind  H.  M.  the  King,  the  Joy  must  be  felt  by 
the  Ethiopian  Nation  as  a  whole  and  not  by  Their  Maj- 
esties alone. 

The  Ethiopian  people  must  render  homage  to  His 
Beatitude,  the  Coptic  Patriarch  Yohannes,  for  having 
accepted  the  suggestion  of  H«  M.  the  Empress  and  of 
H.  M.  King  Tafari,  in  order  that  the  Ethiopian  Church 
may  be  duly  honored  during  their  reign. 
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The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington* 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation's  No. 
219.  of  iyyrs   2nd,  1929,  on  the  subject  of  the  new  Eth- 
loplflui  Abouna  and  bishops. 

The  new  Coptic  Abouna  Cyril  (Eyrillos),  aocompan- 
ied  by  four  of  the  Ethiopian  priests  who  originally   g 
left  here  (see  the  Legation's  No»  194  of  May  14th,    co 
1929)  for  Egypt  to  be  consecrated  as  bishops,  arrired  ^ 


June 


They  were  met  at 


the  railway  station  by  a  large  crowd  of  Ethiopian  not- 
ables and  were  shown  the  signal  honor  of  the  attend- 
ance 
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anoe  at  the  station  of  the  King  himself  and  of  the  Itoh- 
Igae.   Yarlous  addresses  were  made  at  the  railway  sta** 
tlon.   The  new  Abouna  dellrered  one  In  Arabic  which  was 
translated  Into  Amharlo  by  an  Interpreter,  and  the  Itch- 
Igue  replied*   The  latter,  howeyer,  began  his  speech 
before  the  new  Abouna  finished  and  some  confusion  result- 
ed.  It  Is  assumed  that  this  resulted  from  the  Jealousy 
and  rancor  of  the  Itohlgue  who  mast  now,  nominally  at 
least,  consider  yielding  to  the  new  Abouna  the  authority 
as  ruler  of  the  established  church  which  he  has  exercised 
since  'the  death  In  December,  1926,  of  the  former  Abouna. 

The  new  Abouna  was  taken  to  the  Addis  Ababa  resid- 
ence prepared  for  him  and  as  he  arrlred  well  after  dark 
and  found  that  there  was  no  bed  In  the  house  further 
confusion  resulted.   Messengers  were  hurried  out  Into 
the  town  and  succeeded  In  finding  a  sufficiently  grand 
bed  for  His  Holiness.   The  preparation  of  the  house 
was  In  the  hands  of  serrants  of  the  church  Immediately 
under  the  command  of  the  Itohlgttet 

On  Saturday  morning,  June  39th,  1929,  a  great  re- 
ception was  held  for  the  new  Abouna  and  the  four  new 
bishops  at  the  Imperial  Palace.   The  Diplomatic  body 
was  luTlted  to  attend  In  uniform.   The  Empress  sat  on 
her  usual  big  throne.   On  her  left  sat  the  Itchigue. 
On  her  right  sat  the  King.   On  the  right  of  the  King 
the  new  Abo\ina  took  seat  and  the  four  new  bishops  next 
In  order*   The  rulers  and  their  guests  all  took  seats 
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before  the  arrival  of  the  Abouna  and  bishops.   The 
latter  oane  with  great  oeremony,  surrotmded  by  numer- 
ous priests  who  chanted  and  beat  their  drums.   The 
Abouna  approached  the  throne  of  the  Empress  and  she 
rose  entirely  to  her  feet  to  greet  him  and  to  kiss  ^ 
his  crucifix.   This  is  the  first  time  at  the  many 
notable  functions  I  have  attended  in  Addis  Ababa  off 
and  on  during  a  dozen  years  when  the  Empress  has  ever 
risen  from  her  throne  to  greet  a  Ylsltor  or  one  being 
presented.   The  ceremony,  consisting  mainly  of  cliant- 
Ing  by  the  priests  and  a  short  address  made  by  the 
new  Abouna,  lasted  about  two  hours. 

Abouna  Cyril  does  not  Imow  Amharlc  and  is,  there- 
fore, in  the  position  of  having  to  use  his  own  native 
Arabic  and  talk  through  an  interpreter.   I  thought 
on  this  account  that  I  detected  a  distinct  sneer  on 
the  face  of  the  Itohigue  during  the  address  of  the 
Abouna  and  the  race  of  his  Interpreter  to  keep  up* 
There  is  some  resemblflince  between  Amharlc  and  Arabic 
but  not  suffloient  for  one  even  entirely  familiar 
witl;  one  only  to  understand  the  other.   Bat  he  who 
speaks  Arabic  well  is  understood  to  find  Amharlc 
not  too  difficult  to  learn,  and  vice  versa. 

The  four  new  bishops  have  been  given  the  names 
of  Peter  (formerly  Desta),  Abraham  (formerly  Halle 

llariam). 
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Uariaiii)|  Isaao  (formerly  Eldan^  Wold).,  and  Mloliael  (for- 
merly Eaile  Mlkael).   The  fifth  candidate,  who,  ooo^ples 
that  order  In  the  list  glyen  in  the  Legation'^Ncr,  194 
of  May  14th,  1929,  was  not  oonseorated.   There  had  been 
some  original  discussion  of  including  the  Itchlgue  as 
one  of  the  new  bishops.   He  decided  that  his  present 
position  was  more  important  and  that  to  accept  a  bishop- 
ric would  be  a  demotion  for  him  and  might  cost  him  cer- 
tain influence  which  he  now  wields  as  Chief  Priest,  head 
of  the  great  conyent  of  Debra  Libanos,  and  Confessor  to 
the  Empress*   if ter  the  fiye  candidates  had  been  selec- 
ted he  began  to  waver  in  his  decision  and  at  the  last 


ni»'i»:: 


>nt  the  consecration  of  one  was  held  up  to  gire  Itch- 


igue  further  time  for  reconsideration.   Should  he  fin- 
ally decide  to  become  a  bishop  it  is  assumed  that  he 
will  travel  alone  to  Alexandria  for  the  purpose  and 
gather  at  least  some  additional  honor  by  making  such 
special  trip.   Should  he  adhere  to  his  original  deci- 
sion  not  to  be  a  bishop  at  this  time  it  is  assumed 
that  the  consecration  of  the  original  fifth  candidate 
will  be  completed.   Yet  there  are  said  now  to  be  other 
members  of  the  clergy  competing  for  this  fifth  bishop- 


ric. 


There  is  understood  to  have  been  initiated  Ethiop- 


ian activity  to  force  the  Coptic  church  so  to.  change 
its  rules  that  the  five  Ethiopian  bishops  will,  upon 

death  of  the  present  Abouna,  have  power  to  elect  an 

Ethiopian 


^•>. 


i 


t 


> 


^% 


f 


-  5  - 


I  Ethiopian  priest  as  the  new  -^bouna.   Perhaps  the  Itoh- 

igue  is  waiting  to  see  how  suoh  activity  deyelops,  hav- 
ing in  mind  the  possibility  of  his  own  election  to  the 
office*   As  has  been  discussed  in  preTlous  reports 
from  the  Legation  the  new  and  highly  invigorated  na- 
tionalism of  Ethiopia  is  determined  in  time  to  have  an 
Ethiopian  Abouna.   The  Coptic  church  made  a  great  con- 
cession in  the  election  of  the  Ethiopian  bishops*   It 
will  undoubtedly  make  a  determined  and  even  bitter 


stand  against  yielding  further »  or  to  such  extent  as 
I  the  election  of  an  Ethiopian  to  succeed  the  present 

t  Coptic  Abouna.   The  latter  appears  to  be  a  man  of 

'r 

'i  fifty  or  less  and  may  live  many  years  if  permitted  to 

I 

I  run  his  natiiral  course  of  life*   His  Holiness *s  years 

here  will  doubtless  be  far  more  comfortable  and  extend- 
ed if  the  mother  church  does  hold  off  the  Ethiopian 
demands  until  he  shall  have  passed  on  in  a  natural 


way  to  his  heavenly  reward. 

The  new  Abouna  will  reside  in  Addis  Ababa  and  will 
not  have  either  the  full  spiritual  or  the  temporal  pow- 
er of  his  predecessors.   He  will,  however,  be  permit- 
ted to  choose  between  a  province  and  a  fixed  salary 
for  his  income*   The  extensive  provincial  lands  for- 
merly given  to  the  Abouna  for  his  support  often  pro- 
vided the  basis  of  his  temporal  power*   This  new  one 
will  have  no  such  opportunity  as  it  is  assumed  that  if 

he 
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he  does  ohoose  land  In  place  of  cash  allowance  the  land 
allotted  will  be  minor  In  extent  and  location.   The 
Legation  is  definitely  informed  that  he  will  in  no  sense 
be  permitted  to  gorem  and  collect  taxes  in  the  Import- 
fluit  areas  ruled  by  the  former  Abouna* 

The  districts  to  be  goTerned,  spiritually  in  theory 
at  least  by  each  of  the  new  bishops^ have  not  yet  been 
defined.   Again  we  hare  the  typical  Ethiopian  disinclin- 
ation to  take  any  action  within  a  reasonable  period  of 
time.   The  new  bishops  may  haye  to  wait  for  years  be- 
fore their  respeotire  sees  are  established,  although  the 
government  has  long  since  decided  on  such  establishments 
6Lnd  now  needs  only  to  describe  and  fix  the  areas.   The 
Ethiopian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  informs  the  Lega- 
tion confidentially  that  all  these  matters  will  be 
'*fixed  up  In  a  week.**   Such  prompt  action,  if  actually 
taken,  will  be  unprecedented  in  this  cou!]^try  and  is 
thought  unlikely.   Decision  has  been  taken  to  glTe 
the  new  Bishop  Peter  (known  before  consecration  as 
Priest  Desta)  rank  next  to  the  Abouna. 

There  has  as  jet   been  no  tangible  development  of 
factional  religious  or  political  activity  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  appointment  of  the  new  Abouna  and  consecra- 
tion of  his  bishops.   The  Itchlgue  obviously  remains 
in  a  state  of  dissatisfaction  and  indecision  as  to  his 

« 

future  but  he  can  do  nothing  without  the  Empress  and 
she  evidently  is  quite  pleased  with  the  new  arrange- 
ment. 
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ment.   Should  the  Itchlgue  continue  as  Her  Imperial 
Majesty's  confessor,  and  It  Is  assumed  that  he  will, 
he  can  hope  still  In  effect  to  wield  greater  Influence 
than  the  new  Abouna. 

The  King  has  added  further  to  his  prestige  and 
Influence  by  procuring  from  the  mother  church  In  Egypt 
consent  to  the  consecration  of  the  five  Ethiopian  bish- 
ops and  may  reasonably  be  considered  as  highly  satis- 
fied with  the  new  arrangement, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedien 
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The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington, 


» 

I 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  hereby  to  submit  another  of  the 


CD 


series  of  basic  reports  planned,  as  time  permits  for 
their  preparation,  on  state,  military,  church  and  eco- 
nomic influences  working  within  the  Ethiopian  Smpire. 
The  last  report  of  the  planned  series  was  the  Lega- 
tion's Despatch  No.  132  of  February  1st,  1929,  on  the 
subject  of-  the  organization  of  the  Ethiopian  State 
Church,  . 

The  present  report  is  on  the  subject  of  Islam  in 
Ethiopia.   It  aims  to  present  in  concise  and  prac- 
tical form  —  for  practical  use  —  the  ssilient  fea- 
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tures  of  the  situation  of  Islam  in  Ethiopia  considered 
in  the  light  of  past,  present  and  probable  future  in- 
fluence on  the  political,  social  and  economic  develop- 
ment of  the  Empire.   To  do  this  a  long  and  painstaking 
amount  of  original  research  has  had  to  be  done  as  there 
exists,  so  far  as  is  known,  no  reliable  published  data 
of  comprehensive  and  accurate  quality.   My  long  first- 
hand experience  with  Islam  in  the  Far  East,  Arabia, 
Mesopotamia,  Persia,  and  Palestine  has  been  of  valuable 
assistance  in  weighing  the  subject  here.   No  attempt 
is  made  herein  to  recount  the  mass  of  ethnological, 
theological  and  other  more  or  less  abstract  material 
related  to  the  subject  and  uncovered  in  the  course  of 
the  investigation  but  which  would  seem  to  obscure  the 
character  of  practicality  and  quick  reference  usually 
sought  in  the  preparation  of  Foreign  Service  reports. 
The  following  paragraphs  are,  therefore,  intended  as  a 
brief  but  complete  presentation  of  the  practical  side 
of  the  question  as  it  appears  here,  and  as  a  basis 
for  future  more  detailed  discussions  of  those  angles 
of  the  subject  which  may  come  into  current  prominence. 
The  attached  map  has  been  prepared  by  the  hand  of 
the  writer  after  examining  all  reasonably  available 
oral  and  written  evidence.   It  shows  Ethiopia  proper 
to  be  geographically  an  Island  of  Christianity  in  a 
Sea  of  Islam.   Such,  in  effect,  has  been  the  situa- 
tion since  the  rise  of  Mohamed.   Christianity  was 
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introduced  into  the  Empire  of  Ethiopia  about  330  A.D. 
in  succession  to  Judaism.   The  Year  of  the  Hegira, 
from  which  Islam  dates,  occurred  in  622  A.D.   By  that 
time  Ethiopia  proper  (approximately  the  present  day 
states  of  Tigre,  Amhara,  (Jodjam  and  Shoa)  had  become 
more  or  less  dominated  by  Christianity.   In  the  con- 
quest by  Islam  of  this  general  part  of  the  world  only 
Ethiopia  seems  to  have  been  inmnine  from  attack.   The 
most  plausible  and  frequently  given  reason  for  that 
immunity  is  that  Mohamed  gave  orders  that  the  Ethiop- 
ians should  be  respected  in  gratitude  for  the  refuge 
given  by  them  to  Ali  and  other  members  of  Mohamed* s 
family  when  they  fled  to  Axum  from  persecution  in 
Mecca  in  570  A.D.   The  fighting  ability  of  the  Eth- 
iopians, and  the  security  of  their  mountain  fastnesses 
in  those  days,  may  also  have  had  something  to  do  with 
their  immunity. 

« 

Whatever  the  reason  it  is  definite  that  Ethiopia 
was  not  invaded  by  the  hosts  of  Islam  while  they  con- 
quered and  overran  the  African  territories  on  all 
sides  until,  beginning  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fif- 
teenth century,  Turkish  power  decided  upon  the  con- 
quest of  this  Christian  Empire.   Under  Mohamed  Grayn 
(allegedly  an  Arab  general)  an  invasion  swept  into 
Ethiopia  at  this  time  and  practically  covered  the 
Empire  for  a  period  of  years.   Christian  churches 
were  destroyed  and  an  endeavor  was  made  to  plant 
Islam.   The  Ethiopians  asked  help  from  the  Portugese. 

Crist of oro 
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\  Cristoforo  da  Geaaa,  brother  of  the  great  explorer,  came 

in  1541  A.D.       With  the  military  assistance  initiated 
by  him  the  Moslems  were  finally  expelled  from  Ethiopia 
with  no  important  impression  left  other  than  the  ir- 
reparable destruction  of  Christian  churches,  monaster- 
ies, and  documents* 

The  foregoing  constitute  the  high  lights  at  least 
of  Ethiopian  connection  with  the  forces  of  Islam  until 
the  nineteenth  century*   The  references  are  brief, 
but  sufficient  for  the  plan  on  practical  lines  of  this 
report* 

We  might  here  interpolate,  in  one  way  of  speaking, 
that  the  expulsion  of  the  Mohamedans  with  Portugese  aid 
brought  the  Ethiopians  a  vast  amount  of  religious  dis- 
turbance*  The  price  of  Portugese  aid  was  the  introduc- 
tion of  Jesuit  missionaries  with  the  intention  of  sup- 
planting the  Ethiopian  form  of  Christianity  with  Roman 
Catholicism*   This  endeavor  progressed  so  far  that  the 
Ethiopian  rulers  adopted  Roman  Catholicism  as  the  state 
religion*   However,  after  warfare  and  other  disturb- 
ance over  a  period  of  years  the  established  church  of 
the  Empire  asserted  itself  and  the  Portugese  Catholic 
missionaries  were  expelled  (1632-35).   From  that  time 
is  believed  to  date  the  present  day  antipathy  of  the 
Ethiopians  to  Roman  Catholicism,  and  the  incitement  to 
resistance  to  what  might  otherwise  have  been  subsequent 
successful  endeavors  of  that  faith  to  convert  Ethiopia. 
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It  may  also  be  remarked  that  with  the  rise  of  Is- 
lam the  former  influence  of  the  Ethiopian  Empire  in 
s\irrounding  territories  declined  and  the  Ethiopians 
withdrew  into  their  plateau  to  sleep  for  centuries  so 
far  as  concerned  international  contacts*   Full  re- 
awaJcening  of  the  Ethiopians  coincided  almost  with  the 
policy  of  Egyptian  expansion  under  Ismail  about  1869 
(when  the  opening  of  the  Suez  Canal  added  importance 
to  the  African  Red  Sea  coast)  which  began  to  threaten 
Ethiopia  on  every  side,   Egypt  kept  Ethiopia  from  the 
sea  by  occupying  the  coast  practically  from  Suez  to 
Guardafui,  and  thus  raised  many  of  today* s  problems 
of  foreign  relations.   One  of  the  great  battles  in 
Ethiopian  history  occurred  in  1875  when  the  Emperor 
John  signally  defeated  an  attempted  Egyptian  invasion 
of  50,000  men  from  the  land  side*   Another  great  bat- 
tie  with  the  Egyptians  was  fought  in  1876  as  a  result 
of  which  they  eventually  gave  up  their  designs  on  Eth- 
iopia* 

The  llahdist  rebellion  in  the  Sudan  brought  the 
Ethiopians  again  into  conflict  with  Moslem  armies. 
The  battles  of  KUfit  (1885),  of  Gondar  (1887),  and  of 
Metemma  (1889)  resulted  in  decisive  repulse  of  the 
Llahdists  and  freed  Ethiopia  once  more  from  the  at- 
tempts of  a  militant  Islam.  No  further  important 
attempt  is  recorded  from  forces  without  the  Empire. 

These 
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These  latest  conflicts  with  Islam  apparently  awaJc- 
ened  Ethiopia  from  the  lethargy  of  centuries*   Coin- 
cidentally  arose  a  Great  leader  in  the  person  of  Menelek 
II*   A  period  of  expansion  and  activity  began  which  has 
established  the  Ethiopian  Empire  of  today  with  much  con- 
quered territory  added  mainly  by  the  efforts  of  the  Em- 
peror Menelek.   He  more  than  doubled  the  original  area 
occupied  by  the  old  and  original  Ethiopian  states  of 
Tigre,  Amhara,  Godjam  and  Shoa*   Much  of  the  territory 
taken  by  Menelek  is  nominally  Islamic  which  in  area  is 
estimated  at  more  than  a  third  of  the  total  surface  of 
the  Empire^ 

Large  parts  of  the  territory  restored  by  conquest 
to  the  Empire  is  inhabited  by  Gallas  who,  racially,  are 
the  most  numerous  element  of  the  present  day  population. 
Their  origin  is  obscure  and  appears  so  involved  ethno- 
logically  as  to  be  not  pertinent  to  the  scope  and  pur- 
pose of  this  report.   Generally  speaking  they  came  in 
from  the  East  and  South,  following  in  the  wake  of  the 
Moslem  invasion  headed  by  Mohamed  Grayn.   Many  of  them 
possessed  a  lukewarm  sort  of  Mohamedanism,  but  some  of 
them  were  Pagans*   Menelek  issued  a  general  order  that 
they  become  Christians  and  many  now  belong  to  that 
faith*   As  the  Ethiopians  have  spread  into  the  recon- 
quered Galla  territories  the  soldiers  and  priests  of 
the  established  church  have  followed  and  settled.   Con- 
version into  Christianity  continues.   The  Gallas  are 
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intelligent  fighting  men  and  those  who  are  Christians 
have  risen  high  in  the  service  of  the  Empire.   The 
late  Fitaurari  Hapta  Giorgis,  Menelek»s  general  of 
cavalry  and  who  shared  the  governing  power  with  the 
Empress  Zeoditu  and  Regent  Tafari  from  1916  until  his 
death  in  December,  1926,  was  one  of  the  more  famous 
and  able  Gallas.   Had  the  Gallas  given  of  their  fight- 
ing spirit  and  ability  to  Islam  the  position  of  the 
latter  religion  might  today  be  far  more  important  in 
Ethiopia.   But  they  seemed  not  to  have  taken  a  mil- 
itant interest  in  Mohamedism  with  the  result  that  many 
have  become  Christians  or  have  remained  Mohamedans  of 
comparatively  unenthusiastic  kind. 

On  the  north  and  northeast  the  peoples  subjugated 
by  Menelek  were  mainly  Dankalis  and  Somalia  who  are 
great  fighters  and  give  perhaps  a  little  of  that  quality 
to  their  belief  in  Mohamad.   But  they  are  not  Mohamed- 
ans aggressive  primarily  for  the  sake  of  their  religion 
and  have  made  no  effort  to  extend  by  force  of  arms 
their  religious  beliefs. 

The  peoples  conquered  by  Menelek  in  the  southwest 
eind  west  were  Gallas  and  negroes  among  whom  there  were, 
and  are,  a  sprinkling  of  Mohamedans  more  or  less  in- 
different to  the  protection  or  extension  of  their  re- 
llglous  beliefs. 

On  the  northern  frontiers,  but  in  more  concen- 
trated form  in  the  northwest,  are  subject  peoples  of 
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the  Ethiopians  Inclined  to  a  militant  Mohamedanlsm 
growing  out  of  their  former  relation  to  the  Mahdlsts, 
These  peoples  are,  however,  Insufficient  in  number 
8Lnd  ability  to  be  considered  as  a  Moslem  menace  to 
the  highly  concentrated  Ethiopian  Christianity  of 
God  J  am,  Grondar,  and  Tlgr^. 

So,  while  the  Ethiopian  Empire  is  surrounded  on 
all  sides  by  peoples  who  are  either  all  nominally 
Moslem  or  who  are  heavily  sprinkled  with  Moslems, 
there  is  lacking  any  Islamic  militancy  of  sufficient- 
ly Important  degree  to  worry  the  Ethiopians.   All 
of  these  areas,  with  two  important  exceptions,  are 


!  governed  by  Ethiopian  Christian  officials  and  sol- 


diers who  rule  with  no  apparent  antipathy  to  Islam. 
These  territories  are  receiving  many  Ethiopian  priests 
who  do  not  do  aggressive  missionary  work.   They  open 
churches  which  appear  to  attract  the  more  ambitious  of 
the  native  Moslems  and  Pagans  to  espouse  Christianity* 
The  particular  but  usually  unexporessed  Inducement  to 
the  native  is  that  by  Joining  the  state  church  he  ac- 
quires national  status  as  an  Ethiopian  and  the  various 
little  privileges  that  go  with  such  status.   There  is 
no  orgajilzed  propaganda  to  Influence  the  native  In 
these  respects.   The  native  is  motivated  by  his  own 
thougljits  and  considerations  and  desire  to  rise  above 
the  practical  serfdom  which  is  the  lot  of  the  Moslem 
•  and  Pagan  subjects  of  the  King  of  Kings.   As  a  result 

the 
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C.  the  converts  number  the  more  intelligent  and  ambitious. 

All  of  which  tends  to  reduce  the  possibility  of  the 
development  of  a  militant  Islam  among  them*   Such  de* 
velopment  has,  of  coiirse,  never  been  more  than  remote. 

The  two  important  exceptions  among  the  Moslem 
areas  governed  by  Ethiopian  Christians,  noted  in  the 
preceding  paragraph,  are  the  provinces  of  Jimma  and  of 
Benl  Shangul,   The  former  province,  shown  on  the  at- 
tached map  as  an  island  of  Islam  in  a  sea  of  Paganism 
to  the  southwest  of  Addis  Ababa,  is  governed  by  the 
Sultan  Mohamed  Abba  Djifar*   He  is  an  hereditary 
ruler  of  this  Galla  community  who  has  conformed  to  Eth- 
iopian rule  and  has,  presumably  for  sake  of  policy  and 
because  of  the  tolerance  of  the  Ethiopian  Christians 
for  all  religions  other  than  competing  brands  of  Chris- 
tianity, been  left  to  rule.   He  pays  his  taxes  regul- 
arly to  the  central  Ethiopiem  Government  and  is  other- 
wise amenable  to  his  masters* 

The  Beni  Shangul  province  is  on  the  west,  occupy- 
ing the  hot  lowlands  where  the  Ethiopian  plateau  shades 
into  the  Sudan,  eind  is  ruled  by  the  Sheikh  Hodjali  el 
Hassan.   He,  too,  is  an  hereditary  ruler  obedient  to 
the  central  Ethiopian  Government.   Hodjali  is  at  pre- 
sent, however,  living  in  Addis  Ababa  where  the  central 
government  keeps  him,  in  effect,  as  a  hostage  for  the 
behavior  of  his  people.   He  rules  Beni  Shangul  through 
his  son.   There  have  lately  been  discovered  many  rich 
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traces  of  gold  and  other  minerals  in  HodJali»s  province 
and  these  may  provide  the  motive  for  the  eventual  ap- 
pointment of  an  Ethiopian  Christian  governor  there.   It 
should  be  marked,  however,  that  such  appointment  would 
probably  include  no  important  degree  of  motive  to  dis- 
place Hodjali  because  he  is  a  Mohamedan.   Hodjali  and 
his  people  are  mainly  negro  by  race,  with  the  usual 
sprinkling  of  Arab  blood  here  and  there. 

By  original  research  in  various  sources  the  total 
Mohamedan  population  of  Ethiopia  is  estimated  by  the 
Legation  to  be  not  more  than  2,000,000.   There  are  no 
census  or  other  statistics  available.   Harrar,  the 
largest  and  richest  of  the  Mohamedan  provinces  con- 
quered by  Menelek,  is  estimated  to  have  350,000  Mos- 
lems.  Since  its  conquest  from  Egyptian  rule  in  1886 
it  has  always  had  a  Christian  Governor  and  was  given 
by  Menelek  to  Has  l,!^onnen,  father  of  the  present  King 
Tafari.   The  latter  still  holds  the  province  as  his 
particular  own  and  it  is  governed  for  him  by  his  cousin, 
the  Dedjazmatch  iMiru  of  the  Shoan  royal  family.  Jimma 
Province,  mentioned  above,  has  an  estimated  350,000  of 
perhaps  more  devout  than  average  Ethiopian  Moslems. 
Ogaden  and  Inssa,  desert  areas  in  the  southeast  and 
northeast  populated  by  tribal  nomads,  have  about  300,000 
Moslem  Somalis  and  Dankalis.   Gourague,  a  district  to 
the  south  of  Addis  Ababa,  shown  on  the  attached  map  as 
an  island  in  red,  is  estimated  to  number  perhaps  200,000 
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Moslems. 


If  Wollo  Province,  in  the  east  and  containing  the  im- 


portant trading  center  of  Dessie  which  is  the  terminus 
of  the  proposed  Italian  road  from  Assah,  has  an  estim- 
ated Mohamedem  population  of  100,000,   There  were  for- 
merly greater  numbers  hut  many  have  taken  up  Christian- 
ity, at  least  nominally,  since  the  Emperor  John  conquered 
the  province.   The  hereditary  ruler  of  Wollo  became  a 
Christian  by  influence  of  Menelek*s  predecessor  and  was 
permitted  to  retain  his  throne  as  King  Mikael,   Menelek 
gave  him  his  daughter,  Waizero  Shoa  Ragga,  as  wife. 
From  this  union  was  bom  the  Lij  Yasu  nominated  by  Men- 
elek to  succeed  him  as  Emperor  of  Ethiopia,  but  who  was 
deposed  in  1916  because  he  moved  to  try  and  return  to 
the  Islamic  beliefs  of  his  ancestors.   Wollo  is  at  pre- 
sent allotted  to  the  son  of  King  Tafari  —  also  a  great 
grandson  of  King  Mikael  —  but  because  of  that  son's 
youth  is  ruled  for  him  by  a  Governor.   King  Tafari 's 
wife  is  a  granddaughter  of  King  Mikael,  and  a  niece  of 
Lij  Yasu. 

The  Beni  Shangul  Province  of  negroes,  mentioned 
above  as  being  governed  by  its  hereditary  Moslem  ruler, 
has  a  population  of  about  75,000.   The  District  of 
Gore,  near  the  Sobat  river  in  the  southwest,  has  about 
50,000  followers  of  Mohamed,  mainly  immigrants  from 
other  places.   The  Moslems  on  the  frontier  areas  not 
otherwise  indicated  are  estimated  at  100,000.   Those 
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I     ™         scattered  in  small  groups  al)out  the  country  are  estimat- 


ed at  up  to  a  total  of  475,000. 

To  recapitulate,  we  haire  the  following  approximate 
figures  as  to  the  niunber  of  Moslems  —  mainly  of  nominal 


I  q.uality  —  in  the  Empire  of  ICthiopia: 

Harrar  Province,  east  of  Addis  Ababa....  550,000 
Jlmma  Province,  southwest  of  Addis  Ababa  350,000 
Ogaden  and  Aussa,  the  first  east  by  south 
and  the  second  east  by  north  of  Addis 

Ababa. 500, OQO 

Grourague  Province,  not  far  south  of 

Addis  Ababa 200, 000 

Wollo  Province,  northeast  of  Addis  Ababa  100,000  . 
Beni  Shangul  Province,  west  of  Addis 

Ababa 75,000 

Grore  District,  southwest  of  Addis  Ababa.   50,000 
Frontier  areas  not  included  in  above 

provinces 100, 000 

Miscellaneous  Communities  scattered  over 
the  Empire,  in  the  areas  marked  Pagan 
on  the  attached  map,  and  in  Tigre, 
Beguemeder,  Alyamba,  Hinjar,  Bale,  and 
I  Arussi 475,000 

TOTAL  (Liberal  Estimate) 2, 000^000 

I  As  already  indicated  there  are  positively  no  reli- 

able official  or  other  statistics  on  this  subject.  The 
figures  above  have  been  arrived  at  by  obtaining  estim- 
ates from  the  various  best  informed  people,  Judged  and 
averaged  in  the  light  of  the  writer's  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience.  On  the  basis  of  an  estimated  population  of 
10,000,000  for  the  whole  Emjlre  the  Ethiopian  subjects 
acknowledging  at  least  a  nominal  Mohamedism  would  amount 
to  one  fifth  of  the  total* 

Of  this  total  of  approximately  two  million  many  are 
tribal  nomads  without  education  or  understanding  of  pol- 
itical matters.   The  other  portion  who  live  on  the 
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^         Ethiopian  uplands  are  mainly  peasant  farmers  and  labor- 
ers.  These  latter  are  gradually  becoming  Christianized 
.-  by  extension  of  the  Ethiopian  established  church,  and  by 

I  various  foreign  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  mission 

«\ 

stations  which  operate  nominally  as  medical  and  educa- 
tional institutions  but  which,  nevertheless,  do  a  lot 
of  proselytizing  either  openly  or  under  cover  of  their 
other  work.   With  the  forces  now  in  operation  the  up- 
land  Moslems  of  Ethiopia  will  gradually  all  become  nom- 
inal Christians*   The  tribes  of  the  desert  areas  (as 
in  Ogaden  ajid  Aussa)  are  less  accessible  to  such  influen- 
ces and  will  probably  remain  the  more  or  less  nominal 
i  Moslems  which  they  have  been  for  centuries* 


It  should  be  emphasized  that  the  Ethiopians  are 
making  no  apparent  organized  effort  to  convert  their 
Moslems*   Conversion  in  a  majority  of  instances  Just 
happens  as  the  influence  of  the  central  government  and 
established  church  extends.   There  is  no  interference 


I  by  the  Ethiopian  officials  in  the  conduct  by  local 

I 

Mohamedan  communities  of  their  personal  and  religious 


affairs  according  to  the  Koraji,   They  are  permitted  to 
I  have  their  mosques  and  related  institutions.   In  Harrar, 

\  which  is  perhaps  the  most  enlightened  of  the  provinces 


from  Moslem  viewpoint,  the  people  have  their  own  Kadi, 
He  has  jurisdiction  over  such  religious  and  civil  mat- 
ters as  BKirriages,  estates,  etc.   He  is  supported  fin- 
ancially  by  his  own  people  and  while  he  has  no  political 

power 


t        •* 


:.iW' 


-  14  - 


r 


I 


power  and  is  responsible  to  the  Christian  Ethiopian  Grov- 
ernor  the  latter  respects  the  traditions  and  customs  pe- 
culiar to  Islam.   There  is  apparently  perfect  harmony 
in  Harrar  between  the  Ethiopian  Christian  rulers  and 
their  Moslem  subjects.   This  province  is  a  productive 
and  commercially  very  important  unit  of  the  Empire. 

In  Jirama  the  ruler  is  actually  a  hereditary  Moslem 
chief.   He  and  his  people  have  practically  complete 
freedom  in  affairs  of  internal  government.   This  pro- 
vince is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  orderly  and  best 
ruled  of  the  Empire.   It  is  productive  and  commercially 
important.   The  Sultan  pays  his  yearly  tribute  or  taxes 
to  the  central  government  with  the  greatest  of  regular- 
ity, surpassing  in  this  respect  most  of  the  Christieui 
governors  of  provinces.   He  is  doubtless  motivated  by 
the  necessity  of  giving  the  central  government  no  reas- 
onable basis  for  removing  and  replacing  him  by  a  Chris- 
tian governor  as  many  prominent  Ethiopian  officials  look 
upon  the  rich  and  orderly  Jimma  province  with  a  covetous 
eye.   The  Sultan  of  Jimma  is  said  to  possess  a  well 
organized  army  of  fighting  men  which  is  held  ready  for 
the  use  of  the  central  government.   He  is  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  powerful  Christian  governors  and  his 
army  is,  therefore,  no  important  menace  to  peace  and 
order  even  should  his  inclinations  be  other  than  they 


peacefully  are. 
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9  The  Ogaden  is  the  wide  stretch  of  desert  and  semi- 

desert  extending  east  and  south  of  Heurrar  with  the  Brit- 


I  ish  and  Italian  Somalilands  for  frontier.   This  is  a 

I 

vast  area  hut  very  sparsely  populated.   The  inhabitants 


•   « 


are  nomads  organized  in  tribal  xrnits  under  their  respec- 
tive sheikhs.   There  is  little  contact  with  Ethiopian 
officialdom  excepting  when  punitive  expeditions  are  set 
against  them  in  return  for  raids.   There  is  perpetual 
enmity  between  them  and  their  Ethiopian  overlords,  not 
so  much  on  account  of  religion  as  because  of  the  tax 
^/-collecting  efforts  of  government  officials  and  of  the 
severe  punishment  with  which  the  Ethiopians  meet  their 
raids  on  one  another  and  into  the  more  settled  parte  of 
the  Empire.   Excepting  on  the  fringe  of  the  desert 
where  they  may  be  reached  by  the  Ethiopian  tax  collect- 
or they  do  not  pay  tribute.   So  long  as  they  remain  in 
their  desert  wastes  they  are  more  or  less  independent. 
These  nomads  are  good  at  attacking  and  then  running. 
In  a  pitched  battle  they  are  no  match  for  the  Ethiopian 
mountaineer  and  are  not,  therefore,  considered  a  source 
of  military  danger.   In  this  desert  country  there  are 
a  few  centers  of  pilgrimage  which  keep  a  certain  degree 
of  Moslem  spirit  alive.   Usually  the  pilgrim  center  is 
the  mud  or  plaster  tomb,  near  a  water  hole,  of  some 
Sheikh  who  was  particularly  pious.   These  nomads  are 
as  brigands  and  relucteint  tajcpayers  a  source  of  trouble 
to  the  Ethiopians;  as  exponents  of  a  militant  Islam  they 
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W  are  given  little  consideration. 

Passing  north  from  the  Ogaden  we  cross  Harrar  into 
the  Aussa  country  which  is  the  desert  strip  between  the 
Ethiopian  plateau  and  the  frontier  of  Eritrea  where  the 
latter  parallels  the  Red  Sea.   The  lately  advertised 
Italo-Ethiopian  road  from  Assab  to  Bessie  crosses  the 
Aussa  territory.   It  is  inhabited  mainly  by  tribes  of 
Dankalis,  frequently  described  as  frizzy-haired  fanatics 
who  are  never  happy  unless  engaged  in  raiding  and  fight- 
ing.  Their  country  has  never  been  fully  explored  be- 
cause of  its  wide  waterless  stretches.   The  Dankalis 
are  not  much  under  Ethiopian  control  because  of  their 
inaccessibility.   The  tribes  more  easily  reached  pay 

■ 

taxes  when  the  Governor  of  the  Wollo  Province,  under 
whose  military  jurisdiction  the  Dankalis  mostly  come, 
goes  with  sufficient  force  to  collect  them*   Eacb 
tribe  has  its  own  Sheikh  or  ruler  and  in  some  instances 

9 

the  Ethiopian  Government  has  confirmed  obedient  or  im- 
portant Sheikhs  and  given  them  Ethiopian  military  tit- 


les. 


Li J  Yasu  lived  as  a  refugee  among  the  Dankalis  for 


several  years  after  the  1916-17  revolutions  and  they 
would  not  give  him  up.   He  married  the  daughter  of  a 
prominent  Dankali  Sheikh  and  their  son  is  now  living 
in  the  Dankali  country  where  he  is  a  menace  of  a  kind 
to  King  Tafarl»s  peace  of  mind.   This  Dajikedi  youth  as 
the  great-grandson  of  the  Emperor  Menelek  could  conanaaid 
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quite  a  following  if  it  were  possible  effectively  to 
I  launch  his  candidacy  as  a  Christian  for  the  Ethiopian 

I  throne •   He  has,  of  course,  been  brought  up  as  a  Mos- 

lem,  However,  the  Dankalis  are  not  organized,  have 
practically  no  firearms,  and  are  not  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  constitute  any  real  threat  to  the  Ethiop- 
ians,  They  could  be  used  by  an  unfriendly  France  or 
Italy  to  harass  the  Ethiopians  but  such  activity  ap- 
pears remote  as  a  possibility. 

Next  door  to  the  west  of  Aussa,  on  the  plateau, 
is  the  rich  and  productive  Wollo  Province  whose  late 
King  Mikael  sired  Li J  Yasu,   It  is  reckoned  that  in 
his  Wollo  environment  Lij  Yasu  developed  the  Moslem 
sympathies  which  in  1916  made  him  susceptible  to 
Austro-German  persuasion  to  renounce  Christianity  eind 
consider  making  Islam  the  Ethiopian  state  religion. 
Such  change  was,  of  course,  quite  impossible  to  effect 
but  by  persuading  Lij  Yasu  to  consider  it  officially 
the  Austro-German  agents  in  Ethiopia  were  able  to 
create  the  revolutionary  disturbance  which  they  hoped 
might  embarass  Britain,  France  and  Italy,   Under  the 
influence  of  King  Mikael,  who  was  converted  to  Chris- 
tianity and  married  to  the  daughter  of  the  E:  j)eror 
Menelek,  and  under  subsequent  Christian  governors, 
the  former  strong  position  of  Islam  in  Wollo  greatly 
degenerated.   There  is  said  to  be  no  danger  of  the 

rising  of  a  militant  Islam  in  this  province.   In 
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another  deoade  or  so  it  will  have  a  distinctly  Christian 
majority. 

The  Gourague  community  south  of  Addis  Ababa  is  a 
collection  of  industrious  tribes,  some  of  whom  are  Mos- 
lem, some  Pagan,  and  some  Christian  of  a  kind.   The 
many  Gouragu^s  who  are  nomined  Moslems  are  said  to  know 
very  little  of  the  religion  which  they  observe  in  a  few 
of  its  forms  only.   They  are  comparatively  docile  work- 
ers and  peasants,  uneducated  and  with  little  potential- 
ity as  trouble  makers.   A  nominal  Christianity  is  re- 
placing among  them  the  mild  form  of  Mohamedanism  which 
formerly  existed.   Their  country  is  productive. 

The  Beni  Shangul  country,  as  already  stated,  is 
populated  by  negroes  of  the  Sudanese  type.   The  Govern- 
or as  well  as  religious  head  of  the  Moslems  who  make  up 
most  of  the  population  is  the  Sheikh  Hodjali,  already 
mentioned.   The  people  of  this  country  are  for  the  most 
part  ignorant  negroes  with  neither  interest  nor  under- 
standing in  a  potential  political  use  of  their  religion. 
I  They  are  a  source  of  no  ooncern  in  these  respects  to  the 

\  Ethiopians.   Beni  Shangul  is  promisingly  metalliferous. 


Gold  is  found  there. 

The  Gore  area  is  practically  in  Pagan  territory  but 
as  it  is  a  business  and  shipping  center  many  Christian 
Ethiopians  and  many  SudaJiese  and  Egyptian  Moslems  have 
established  themselves.   Numbers  of  these  foreign  Mos- 
lems are  intelligent  and  might  in  time  develop  a  spread 
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(^  Islam  if  it  were  not  for  the  constantly  increasing  in- 

flux of  the  Christian  Ethiopians  themselves.   This  area 
could  in  a  minor  way  provide  some  political  disturbance 
for  Moslem  purposes  should  a  related  movement  develop 
elsewhere  in  Ethiopia,   The  latter  is,  however,  most 
improbable. 

Actu€j.ly  Addis  Ababa  would  appear  from  a  political 
viewpoint  to  be  the  strongest  center  of  Islam  in  Ethiop- 
ia.  Here  liave  settled  large  numbers  of  Arab  and  Indian 
Moslem  merchants  who  are  highly  intelligent  men  of  means. 
Most  of  them  are  under  the  zeeilous  protection  of  the 
local  British  Legation  and  as  a  result  are  more  or  less 
arrogant  in  their  attitude  towards  the  Ethiopian  Govern- 
ment.  They  have  here  a  mosque,  a  school  and  other  in- 
stitutions of  a  quality  much  better  than  exists  in  any 
other  of  the  Moslem  communities  of  the  Empire.   There 
is  believed  to  be  some  politico-religious  sentiment  eonong 
these  Arabs  and  British  Indians,  although  it  is  not  ap- 
parent that  they  could  muster  the  strength  or  influence 
to  make  real  trouble  on  that  basis  for  the  Ethiopians. 
They  can  and  do,  however,  impress  the  zealous  adherents 
of  the  faith  among  the  less  sophisticated  Ethiopian 
visitors  from  the  provinces,  but  this  is  largely  counter- 
acted by  the  spread  of  the  established  Christian  church. 
The  Imam  of  the  Yemen  sometimes  has  an  agent  in  Addis 
Ababa  who  works  to  interest  the  Ethiopian  Government  and 
the  foreign  Legations  in  his  master* s  ambition  for 

recognition 
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recognition  as  a  sovereign  ruler.   This  agent  is  not 
taken  seriously  as  the  claims  of  Yemen  to  sovereignty 
are  here  thought  too  far  fetched  for  realization.  But 
Ethiopia  has  always  had  relations  with  Yemen  and  once 
governed  that  area  as  a  vassal  province.   So  the  Yemen 
Arabs  like  to  come  here.   To  the  extent  of  the  Lega- 
tion's knowledge  their  only  attempted  interference  in 
Ethiopian  politics  is  represented  by  efforts  at  various 
times  in  the  past  to  get  arms  and  ammunition  across  the 
Red  Sea  to  the  Dankalis,   They  have  also  in  years  gone 
by  stimulated  the  slave  trade  from  Ethiopia  across  to 
Arabia.   This  latter  activity,  however,  is  now  prac- 
tically finished.  , 

There  is  preponderating  opinion  among  those  best 
informed  in  the  matter  that  the  mass  of  the  Mohamedan 
subjects  of  the  Ethiopians  are  no  better  than  nominal 
adherents  of  the  faith.   In  most  instances  they  appear 
to  have  taken  no  more  than  the  outward  form  of  that 
religion  and  then  more  in  imitation  than  in  conviction. 
They  do  not  seem  to  have  reacted  to  the  fire  and  zeal 
of  Islam  in  the  manner  which  made  formidable  the  Turks 
and  other  converts  of  the  Arabs.   Of  course,  with  a 
feudal  government  such  as  Ethiopia  the  people  are  dir- 
ected in  their  conduct  and  little  is  left  to  the  in- 
dependence of  thought  and  resolution  of  the  individual 
or  group  on  which  Islam  has  thrived  in  some  other  coun- 
tries.  The  general  tolerance  of  the  Ethiopian  Chris- 
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tians  towards  their  Moslem  neighbors  or  subjects  has 
undoubtedly  played  its  part  in  discouraging  the  develop- 
ment  of  even  a  mild  fanaticism,   Islam  in  this  country 
has  not  fought  Christianity,  nor  has  Christianity  fought 
it.   The  latter  by  a  sort  of  passive  expansion  is  re- 
ducing the  number  of  Moslems  and  has  already  absorbed 
many  of  their  more  intelligent  and  higher  born. 

Unless  the  native  in  Ethiopia  is  a  Christian  of 
Monophysite  brand  he  usually  never  gets  very  far  and 
realizes  if  he  is  intelligent  that  in  some  subtle  way 
he  occupies  a  position  of  inferiority  which  is  an  obs- 
tacle to  his  normal  advancement  in  life  and  prosperity. 
There  is  no  distinctly  recognizable  special  arrogance 
or  aggressiveness  on  the  part  of  the  Christian  Ethiopian 
to  create  this  feeling  but  it  seems  to  exist.   Natural- 
ly the  more  intelligent  and  ambitious  Ethiopian  Moslem, 
having  no  iron-bound  convictions  about  his  own  religion, 
finds  it  easy  in  time  to  further  his  interests  by  adher- 
ing to  the  state  church.   It  is  not  apparent  that  the 
average  Ethiopian  priest  us^es  any  particular  interest 
or  zeal  in  obtaining  converts.   When  he  settles  in  Mos- 
lem or  Pagan  territory  as  part  of  the  government  it 
isn»t  long  until  many  of  the  local  villagers  become 
adherents  of  his  chxiroh  which  they  are,  of  course, 
forced  in  any  event  to  support  materially  at  least  by 
cultivating  the  church  lands  and  in  other  ways.  There 
'  is  much  about  the  subject  that  is  evident,  but  for  which 
there  seems  no  logical  explanation.   Mention  might  be 

made 
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made  of  the  eminently  smug  attitude  which  the  Ethiopian 
takes  in  his  own  Monophyslte  Christianity  and  which  in 
some  unseen  way  appears  to  have  brought  more  converts 
within  the  confines  of  his  own  Empire  than  would  have 
been  possible  by  energetic  proselytizing.   He  seems 
also  to  impress  his  Moslem  and  Pagan  aibjeots  without 
use  of  any  conspicuous  method  that  as  he  belongs  to  a 
superior  race  so  must  his  religion  be  superior. 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  learning 
with  which  of  the  two  great  branches  of  Islam  —  Sunni 
and  Shia  —  the  Ethiopian  Moslems  might  be  classified. 
Although  the  distinction  is  often  a  sufficiently  virile 
one  elsewhere  it  is  frequently  vague  in  Ethiopia.   The 
mass  of  the  Moslems  of  the  country  do  not  seem  to  know 
whether  they  are  Sunni  or  Shia  or  what  would  be  the  dif- 
ference.  They  adhere  more  to  sects  of  local  or  com- 
munity development  —  often  with  a  tincture  of  Paganism  - 
of  which  the  original  source  is  not  clear.   Some  dis- 
tinctions can  be  made.   The  people  of  Beni  Shangul 
think  they  are  Sunnis.   The  people  of  Jimma  claim  to  be 
Sunnis  by  instruction  centuries  ago  of  teachers  from  the 
Hadramaut.   The  Harrar  lloslems  are  more  properly  aligned 
with  the  Sunnis  than  otherwise,  and  so  claim.   Some  of 
the  Dankalis  may  be  classified  as  Shias  of  sorts  as  the 
result  of  instruction  from  Arabs  of  the  Yemen  who  are  of 
the  Zaidi  sect.   The  large  British  Indian  merchant  com- 
munity in  Addis  Ababa  is,  of  course,  Shia  of  Persian  or- 
igin. 
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igin.   On  the  whole,  however,  there  appears  to  ^e   a 
well  blended  and  scarcely  perceptible  mixture  here  of 
the  two  divisions.   Such  would  not,  of  course,  be  pos- 
sible  if  the  people  were  geniilne  Moslems,  instructed  in 

« 

the  tenets  of  the  faith,  and  enthusiastic  in  their 
practice. 

In  suinmapy  it  may  be  said  that  within  the  bound- 
aries of  the  Empire  of  Ethiopia  there  are  about  two 
million  nominal  Moslems.   The  native  Moslem  instructed 
in  and  enthusiastic  about  his  faith  is  distinctly  in 
the  minority.   There  appears  to  be  no  established 
politico-religious  feeling.   The  Ethiopians  look  upon 
their  Moslem  subjects  with  tolerance  and  indifference 
even  from  the  religious  view.   They  are  considered  to 
constitute  neither  a  religious  nor  a  political  problem. 
They  are  looked  upon  mainly  according  to  their  ability 
to  produce  and  pay  taxes  for  their  Ethiopian  overlords. 
Little  else  seems  to  be  asked  or  expected  of  them. 
They  occupy  mainly  the  less  fertile  or  more  sparsely 
settled  parts  of  the  country  and  are  of  a  lower  social 
and  racial  order  generally  than  are  the  true  Ethiop- 
ians.  They  aire  neither  denied  nor  granted  participa- 
tion in  the  government,  until  they  become  Monophysite 
Christians.   They  are  not  urged  to  become  Christians 
but  are  rapidly  joining  that  faith,  presumably  as  a 
road  to  the  full  exercise  of  civil  and  social  rights 
on  an  equality  with  the  true  Ethiopian.   Thorough 

investigation 
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investigation  as  is  possible  with  the  limited  facilit- 
les  available  shows  not  the  least  reason  for  believing 
that  the  Moslem  subjects  of  the  Ethiopian  Empire  will 
ever  become  an  acute  politiceuL  problem* 

The  Moslems  of  the  Empire  are  to  a  fairly  import- 
ant extent  influential  in  economic  matters.   They  seem 
to  have  more  of  a  flair  for  commerce  and  for  the  trades 
than  do  the  Ethiopians  proper.   Their  ability  in  these 
respects  frequently  places  them  in  key  economic  posi- 
tions and  has  resulted  on  occasion  in  an  Ethiopian  laos- 
lem  even  being  officially  appointed  as  collector  or 
director  of  customs  at  given  centers.   Ethiopia  is,  in 
effect,  appreciably  dependent  upon  a  certain  class  of 
its  Moslem  subjects  or  residents  for  the  efficient 
movement  of  trade  and  finance •   Should  they  all  by 
some  inconceivable  means  be  eliminated  the  coiintry 
would  almost  certainly  retrogade  in  economic  develop- 
ment*   The  Moslems  appear  in  no  wise  ambitious  of 
turning  this  situation  to  selfish  or  religious  advan- 
tage •   They  apparently  are  satisfied  with  the  usual 
profits  of  business  and  to  pay  promptly  and  regularly 
the  official  taxes  and  exactions* 

There  is  a  surprising  lack  of  mosques  and  a  lack 
of  other  arrangements  for  Moslem  devotion  in  the  Empire* 
There  is  not  a  single  pretentious  mosque  in  the  country. 
In  Addis  Ababa,  in  Harrar,  and  in  Jtmma  there  are  single 
mosques  of  average  quality  as  buildings*    In  all  Eth- 
iopia there  are  only  two  mosques  having  minarets*   One 
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Of  these  is  in  Harrar  and  the  other  in  Jimma.   Usually, 
however,  the  only  occasional  mosq,ue  is  a  small  and  sim- 
ple structure  of  dried  mad,  or  of  plaster  or  rough  stone. 
Enthusiastic  religious  leaders  are  few.   The  Somali 
tribes  of  the  Ogaden,  and  to  lesser  extent  the  Dankalis, 
have  their  mullahs  in  fairly  plentiful  numbers.   One 
of  these  fellows  might  develop  into  a  leader  of  milit- 
ant or  fanatical  character  as  the  socalled  Mad  Mullah 
of  historic  fame  developed  just  over  the  frontier  in 
British  Somaliland.   In  such  event  an  insurrection  of 
comparative  seriousness  might  arise  and  require  consid- 
erable Ethiopian  military  effort  for  its  suppression. 
But  it  is  not  conceivable  that  any  movement  of  the  kind 
could  ever "be  a  threat  to  the  central  government  of  the 
Empire,   As  a  disturbance  it  would  be  locedized  with 
inevitable  defeat  as  its  end. 

In  their  relations  one  with  the  other  the  greatest 
difference  of  religious  origin  in  every  day  life  of 
Ethiopian  Christians  and  Ethiopian  Moslems  is  in  the 
matter  of  food.   The  Ethiopians  eat  much  meat  which  is 
killed  daily,   A  Moslem  will  not  eat  the  meat  of  an 
animal  killed  by  a  Christian  butcher,  and  often  the 
Christian  objects  to  meat  killed  in  the  orthodox  Moh- 
amedan  manner.   In  village  communities  clashes  and  • 
other  friction  have  at  times  arisen  over  this  question. 
This  is  the  most  frequent  and  almost  the  only  cause  of 
friction  or  disturbance  of  religious  origin  between  the 
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two  peoples,  and  it  is  always  localized  without  apparent 
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Viewing  the  matter  from  all  angles  it  is  not  evi- 
dent that  the  Moslem  element,  although  amounting  ap- 
proximately to  one  fifth  of  the  total  population,  con- 
stitutes a  problem  of  any  importance  in  Ethiopia,   It 
certainly  has  at  the  present  time  no  politiceuL  poten- 
tialities, or  potentialities  of  other  unfavorable  char- 
acter likely  to  concern  the  Ethiopians,   Too  much  em- 
phasis apparently  cannot  be  made  that  much  of  the  favor- 
able situation  from  Ethiopian  viewpoint  is  owing  to  the 
generally  nominal  character  of  the  belief  or  practice 
of  most  of  the  professing  Moslems,   In  addition  to 
reasons  already  suggested  this  mild  form  of  Islam  un- 
doubtedly owes  itself  in  large  part  to  the  differences 
in  language  and  race,  to  the  distance  and  comparative 
isolation  of  the  Moslem  areas  of  the  Empire,  to  the 
absence  of  a  central  organization  and  last,  but  not 
least,,  to  the  intangible  or  unfathomable  sterility  of 

9 

the  Ethiopian  environment  for  the  propagation  and  growth  , 
of  the  tenets^  of  Islam,   There  is  no  reason  to  predict 
that  these  difficulties  will  ever  be  overcome,  or  that 
if  they  should  be  overcome  professing  Moslems  of  Eth- 
iopia could  be  stirred  from  their  present  apathy  on 
matters  religious  and  political* 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your  o^dient 


ADDISON  E,    SOCJTHARD 
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-Entire  Ethiopia  is  fringed  by  IslaT.  of  sone  degree* 
The  space  left  white  covers  approxi::iately  old  h'thiopia;  Christian  for 
sixteen  cent^ories*   This  area  dominates  the  hmpire*  It  is  the  richest 
and  most  densely  populated*  It  provides  the  officers,  priests  and  sol- 
diers who  rule  non-Christian  areas*   The  t7;o  western  purple  islands 
represent   Italian  l^oman  Catholic  Mission  effort;  the  eastern  p^orple 
island  represents  Trench  h.C.  Mission  effort. 
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I  ha^e  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation**  Ho*  E20 
of  Juxi4  8th»  1929,  reporting  the  arriTal  9t  and  reception 
here  for  the  nev  Coptic  JLbouna  and  four  Ethiopian  biahope*. 

The  Lesation  heare  from  reliable  sources  that  all  is 
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not  well  in  the  Xthiopian  church  and  that  there  is  at 

The  ne^ 
Abouna  is  proTlng  a  rather  obstinate  old  gentleman  an 
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least  some  possibility  of  serious  trouble* 
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said  to  be  rather  free  in  his  criticisms  of  the  Ithiopians 
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and  ahat  he  considers  as  their  somewhat  crude  manners  of 


life  and  worship*   His  inability  to  speak  the  language  of 
the  country  has  preyented  the  deyeloping  of  contacts  of 
the  Intimate  and  influential  kind  which  would  make  for 


strengthening  his  position 


He  speaks  only  Ijrabic  and  on 


all  occasions  moist  oonyerse  with  the  Ithiopians  through  an 


interpreter* 
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With  thXB  failure  of  the  Abouna  to  begin  le&mlng 
the  language  and  adapting  himself  to  the  Xthloplans  and 
thalir  VBjs  runs  the  Increasing  confidence  of  the  younger 
Xthloplans  in  their  possession  of  four  bishops  of  their 


kind 


Hm« 


alleged 


by  the  Itehlgue,  and  the  always  growing  nationalism  of  the 
young  Xthloplans,  combine  to  create  a  feeling  that  at* 
tenets  might  be  made  to  dispose  In  some  way  of  the  Abouna 
and  elerate  one  of  the  new  Xthloplan  bishops  to  the  office 
my  such  attempt  would,  of  course,  meet  with  important  op* 
position  from  the  old  Xthloplans  who  are  dcToted  to  tradl* 
tlon  and  cuatcn  and  feel  that  idille  an  Xthloplan  Abouna 
would  be  preferred  there  has  always  been  a  Coptic  Abouna 
and  that  any  change  would  bring  fearsome  results  of 


iterlal  as  well  as  of  spiritual  character 


The  older 


Xthloplans  are  renarkably  superstitious  and  timorous  in 
q;ue8tions  of  changes  from  established  custom,  and  particu- 
larly so  in  matters  affecting  the  established  church* 


Ike  Aqpress,  who  worships  the  memory  of  the  ttqperor  Hene- 
lek,  is  now  said  to  stand  firm  in  the  belief  that  as  a 
Cop tie  Aboona  suited  her  father  any  change  would  saTor  of 
sacrilege  • 

Qie  Abouna  is  well  aware  of  his  lack  of  faTorable 
standing  inong  the  progressires  of  the  country*   Vy  Qer- 
man  colleague  a  few  days  ago  introduced  to  him  a  Tlsltlng 
Oexman  professor  of  theology  who  asked  permission  to  study 
certain  of  the  Xthloplan  church  institutions.   The  Abouna 

replied 
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r«pXl«d  that  vhllo  hm  would  like  to  give  sueh  permlstlon 
ha  dar«d  not  do  so  as  the  Xthloplans  looked  upon  him  wltj 
dlsfSTor  and  would  Iniiadlatoly  Intsrprst  against  him  tha 
granting  to  a  Protastant  prof sssor  of  aocsss  to  the  Inne: 
diTislons  of  ths  church  astablishmsnt*  Bia  aattsr  was 
oarrisd  to  the  King  who  OTarrulcd  the  Aboona  and  granted 
tha  peziaisslon*   All  of  which  does  not  make  for  harmony 


jlbouna 


In  mj  own  oonTersa- 


tions  with  the  Abouna  I  haye  distinctly  sensed  his  feel* 
ing  of  discomfort  and  unpopularity*   Ihere  has,  howsTer, 
bean  no  occasion  for  him  to  make  to  me  such  definite 


statements  of  his  realimtion  of  unpopularity  as  he  made 
to  mj  Oazman  colleague* 

Xo  definite  information  is  yet  aTallable  as  to  what 
will  be  the  development  in  the  matter  of  the  fifth  Xthio* 
plan  bishop  whose  oonseeratlon  has  not  yet  occurred* 

t 

Ihe  assignment  of  the  present  four  new  Ithiopian 
bishops  to  their  proTincial  districts  is  still  delayed, 
as  was  predicted  in  the  original  rapavt  from  the  Legation* 


So  far  as  can  be  learned  there  has 


no  Aafinite  pro- 


gress ^n  diTiding  the  country  into  tha  flTe  bishoprics 
originally  contemplated*   Qie  naw  bishops  continue  to  so* 
Jouyn  in  lAdis  Ababa*   Duy  appear  at  all  public  functions 
along  with  other  Xt^oplan  notables  but  lately  appear 


pretty  much  bored  with  life  in  general*   Viey  d^ 
their  eleration  in  decidedly  prideful  manner  and 


take 


demanded  and  took 

seats 
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SMits  ahead  Of  the  Diploma tlo  Coxps*   Ihls  the  Klng» 
upon  protest  of  the  Dean  of  the  Cocps,  refused  to  permit 
a  second  time*   The  bishops  now  sit  in  the  second  row 
at  public  functions  and  ic&ore  the  members  of  the  Diplo* 
ma  tie  Oorps*   In  passing  it  may  be  commented  that  at 
public  functions  of  ceremony  the  Supress  sits  on  her 


throne  in  the  middle  with  the  Eing  on  the  right  and  the 
Itchigue  on  the  left*   On  the  right  of  the  Eing  sits  the 
jLhouna  at  the  head  of  a  row  f  jpj.ed  by  the  members  of  the 
Diplonatic  Corps.   On  the  left  of  the  Itehigue  sit  the 
feudal  chiefs  of  the  finpire  of  whom  some  are  members  of 

t 

the  royal  family*   Ihis  indicates  that  the  Itchigue 
still  retains  mouch  of  the  position  of  precedence  which  he 
had  as  Acting  Abouna*   The  will  of  the  Ospress,  to  whom 
the  Itchigue  continues  as  confessor^  may  be  accepted  as 


responsible • 
This  re 


purpose 


indicating  (for  possible  future  reference)  a  trend  of  con- 
ditions which  if  left  to  deTelop  along  present  lines  might 
conoelTably  result  in  serious  political  trouble  in  Sthio«» 
pia,  and  is  not  Intended  to  Indicate  the  existence  as  yet 
of  any  positlTe  situation*   It  is  possible  that  the  new 
▲bouiia  may  be  able  to  turn  the  tide  of  feeling  which  is 
now  running  more  and  more  against  him*   He  does  not  ap-> 
pear  to  be  Interested  In  any  such  effort  and  yet  it  is 
difficult  to  belisTe  that  so  astute  an  organization  as  the 
Coptic  church  of  Egypt  could  haye  nooinated  for  this  la* 

portent 


•<<«.• » *-  <*«'/*«4i»  '4.-- 
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lBport«LXit  position  other  tlian  a  monk  of  exceptional  talent 
and  ability  not  only  in  spiritual  aTTairs  but  in  the  field 
of  political  oianeuyering  and  intrigue. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

To\ir  obedient  servant, 


ADDISON  S.  SOinfiARD 


PM     f^ECO 


LEGATION  OF  THE 


<?r:'  -1  United  states  of  America 
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Addis  Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 
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October  24th,    1929. 
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No.  280 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


Copy  1 TK^-"^'^  •  • 
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Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation's  No.  220 
of  July  5th,  1929,  and  to  subsequent  despatches  on  the 
general  subject  of  the  new  Coptic  Abouna  for  Ethiopia  and 
of  the  consecration  of  four  Ethiopians  as  Bishops  witD  a 
fifth  one  to  follow  in  time* 

The  Legation  has  previously  indicated  that  the  fifth 
Bishopric  was  probably  being  held  open  until  the  present 
Itchigue,  Gabre  Menfes  Kedus,  could  make  up  his  mind  as 
to  whether  he  wished  it.   Since  the  arrival  a  few  months 
ago  of  the  four  newly  consecrated  Ethiopian  Bishops  there 
has  developed  a  tendency  on  the  part  not  only  of  the  laity 

but 
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but  of  the  clergy  to  regard  them  as  meriting  greater  def- 
erence than  is  given  to  the  Itchigue,   The  latter  as  con- 
fessor to  Her  Majesty,  the  Empress,  and  as  head  of  the 
great  and  powerful  body  of  monks  of  the  Convent  of  Debra 
Libanos,  actually  is  a  more  important  man  than  any  Bishop 
but  the  above  indicated  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  laity 
and  clergy  is  beginning  to  pique  the  Itchigue»s  vanity  of 
which  he  is  said  to  possess  more  than  an  ordinary  share. 

In  a  recent  confidential  conversation  with  the  Direc- 
tor General  of  Foreign  Affairs  I  have  been  told  that  the 
Itchigue  has  practically  made  up  his  mind  to  be  the  fifth 


and  leading  one  of  the  newly  consecrated  Ethiopian  Bishops 
and  barring  some  unexpected  change  of  mind  on  his  part  he 
will  leave  in  about  a  month  for  Egypt  to  be  consecrated 
by  the  Coptic  Patriarch.   Should  this  occur  it  will  con- 
siderably tranquilize  internal  affairs  of  the  powerful 
established  church  of  Ethiopia  as  with  Itchigue  continuing 
in  a  state  of  indecision  as  to  whether  or  not  he  shall  ac- 
cept  a  Bishopric  there  is  naturally  encouragement  to  in- 
trigue and  secret  campaigning  on  the  part  of  other  aspir- 
ants.  Such  campaigning  inevitably  brings  about  political 
alignment  against  each  other  of  the  Rases,  Dedjazmatches 
and  other  influential  feudal  chiefs  who  have  their  own 
favorite  cajididates  from  among  the  priesthood. 

Should  Itchigue  accept  a  Bishopric,  as  it  now  seems 
he  will,  it  is  thought  that  King  Tafari  will  be  pleased. 

The  latter  should  be  able,  by  astute  work  among  the  chiefs 

of 
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of  the  church,  eventually  to  procure  the  assignment  of 
Itchlgue  to  one  of  the,  proposed  bul;  not  yet  defined  pro- 
vincial divisions  of  Ethiopian  territory  for  the  at  least 
nominal  religious  rule  of  each  of  the  new  Bishops.   So 
long  as  the  Itchigue  remains  in  Addis  Ababa  close  to  the 
Empress  and  as  nominal  chief  of  all  the  priests  of  the 
church  he  will  have  fine  opportunities  for  intrigue 
against  Tafari  or  the  members  of  his  political  party. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  obedi 
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Thc(  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State^ 


Washington 


Sir: 
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I  have  the  honor  to  iuivert  to  the  Legation^gs  despatch 


no«237  of  Augus 


t  3^  1129 J  mbodyiag  a 


dyiag  a  confidential  memoranduia 


which  I  prepared  while  on  leave  of  absence^  following  oonversa- 
tiona  with  an  Italian  explorer  recently  returned  from  Abyeainia^ 
and  to  Press  Despatch  No*202  or  Jxi^e  15^  1929^  in  which  reference 
was  made  to  the  appointment  of  the  nev^  Abouna^  who  is  an  Egyptian* 
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:i 


Having  learned  that  my  Qreek  colleague,  Llonsleur  Met&xas,  ira« 
kept  well  informed  with  regard  to  developments  in  the  Abyssinian 


J 


ofauroh 


MHffiiMlM^ 
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churoh  mattdr  by  the  Oreak  Metropolitan  assigned  to  that   country 
who  has^  for  soma  time^  been  in  Egypt,   I  sougjit  the  opportunity 
of  having  a  conversation  with  him  emd  asked  him  if  he  could 
answer  the  following  three  quaaitions: 


1#     Is  Ras  Tafari  getting  along  well  with  the  present 


AbounaT 


2*   Is  he  satisfied  with  the  number  and  ministrations 


of  the  four  Bishops  assigned  to  Abyssinia? 

3«  YDiat  is  the  nature  of  fcisttlsniant  arrived  at,  if  any, 
in  regard  to  the  monastery  at  Jerusalemt 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  regard  to  question 
one,  he  was  at  first  evasive,  but  we  reverted  to  it  later  in 
conversation  and  I  elicited  from  him  the  vie^.r  that  Ras  Tafari 
was  really  getting  on  with  the  present  Abouna,  at  any  rate 
imich  better  than  with  the  last# 

The  Negus,  he  said,  seemed  to  be  quite  satisfied  for 
the  present  with  the  four  Bishops  allocated  to  Abyssinia, 
though,  of  course,  he  still  entertains  the  hope  and  intention 
of  establishing  a  separate  church  for  Abyssinia. 


-^  c- 


So  far  no  agreement  has  been  reached  recpecting  the 
monastery  at  Jerusalcni.   Ras  Tafari  continued  to  press  the 


matter  until  the  recent  disturbances  in  Palestine  neoasaitated 
leaving  it  in  abeyance. 

We  discussed,  in  a  general  way,  the  contingencies  when 
something  happens  to  Ras  Tafari,  and  lletaxas  feels  very  much  aa 
I  do  •  that  it  looks  as  though  a  very  troubled  situation  would 
result  v/ith  possible  international  complications.  The  mere 
fact  that  Ras  Tafari  has  a  son  and  heir,  or  two,  in  fact,  do 
not  seem  to  land  special  assurance  of  a  continuation  of  the 
present  regime,*   He  made  an  interesting  point  in  regard  to 
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the  Hapress  retaining  her  title^  to  v/it:  that  if  she  had  not 
been  able  to  retain  the  title  of  Qapress  upon  the  assumption 
of  power  by  the  Negus  she  would  have  had  to  withdraw  to  a 


c 


s 


convent  for  the  rest  of  her  life#   He  did  not  seem  to  have 
cruoh  information  regarding  Ras  Hailu« 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant j 


Franklin  Mott  Qunther# 
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No.   888* 
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Ob  81  A  lit 


EASItHN'  AFf AIKS 


Th«  HoxLormbl« 


,'  I 


TlM  Soorotary  of  Stoto, 
Waoliln^on. 


Ca3 


Sir: 

i  /? 

I  lULTO  tlio  honor  to  >uJc*  a  general  reference  to  the 

Legation's  9oa,  138  and  199  of  February  lat  and  14th, 
1929,  reapeotirely,  on  the  aah jeot  of  religlpn  In  Xthlop- 
la,  and  to  report  that  the  Yatlaan  la  now  sending  a  del- 
egate on  a  formal  and  official  tIi 
The  Papal  Deleipate  la  an  off j 


C5 


rank  are  not  yet  definitely  known 


•  * 


^ 
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this  Legation,   Hto  la  expected  to  sail  frcn  Ilaraellle 
for  Djibouti  on  HoTCfflber  5rd,  1929,  and  to  arrlTO  In 
Iddla  Ibaba  between  two  and  three  weeks  later*   The  an* 
noonced  porpose  of  his  Tlslt  Is  to  retnm  the  call  which 

the 
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th«  present  King  Tafarl  aede  on  the  Pope  during  His  Maj- 
esty's Tlslt  to  Europe  In  X925*   The  more  loportant  but 


purpose 


of  Infomation  considered  rellahlei  Is  to  proeure  froa 
the  Xthloplan  GoTernnent  soae  sort  of  authorization  for 
the  extension  of  Roman  Catholic  Missionary  work  In  Xth- 


lopla  and  to  adjust  the  dlfflotiltles  which  were  reported 

•  XMMbf  February  14th,  1980  • 
The  local  Italian  and  French  Legations  are  underp- 


in the  Legation's  No 


stood  to  hare  recelred  Instructions  from  their  respec- 
tlTe  goTemments  to  assist  the  Papal  Delegate  In  any 
appropriate  way  to  obtain  consideration  by  the  Ithlopian 
OoTermient  of  the  desire  to  obtain  what  ay  French  col- 
league calls  a  "statute"  faTorlng  the  establishaent  and 
possible  extension  of  Roman  Catholic  missionary  effort. 
The  best  Infomed  local  opinion,  in  which  this  Legation 
concurs,  is  that  the  Xthioplans  will  receire  the  Pope's 
emissary  with  all  appropriate  courtesy  and  eren  appear 
to  lend  a  sympathetic  ear  to  his  representations  on  the 
missionary  question,  but  with  no  intention  of  yielding 
any  useful  authorisation*   King  Tafari  might  be  in- 
clined to  faror  the  extension  of  Roman  Catholic  or  any 
other  foreign  missionary  effort  but  he  dare  not  do  so 
in  Tiew  of  the  probably  rery  Tlolent  opposition  which 
would  result  from  the  parties  of  the  ttrpress  and  of  the 
Church* 

Further  report  will  be  submitted  when  the  Papal 
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tions  to  the  Ethiopian  GoTeriuaent. 


I  haye  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 
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Tlia  HOnorabla 


The  Seoratary  of  St at a » 
Washlngtoa. 


Sir: 
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I  baya  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation* a  No,  871 


of  Saptanbar  27th,  1929,  In  whloh  la  mentioned  tha  grow- 
ing unpopularity  with  tha  Ethiopiana  of  tha  new  Coptic 
▲bouna. 

The  Legation  heara  froa  a  reliable  aourea  that  aaong 
the  more  laportant  quaationa  of  difference  between  the 
Abouna  and  the  Xthiopians  ia  that  concerned  with  the  re- 
form of  the  prieata  of  the  eatabliahad  church.   The 
Ibouna  haa  drawn  up  a  circular  adaoniahlng  better  noral 
conduct,  Bora  attention  and  atudj  to  be  doToted  to  reli- 
gion and  the  soral  teaching  of  the  people,  etc.,  ate* 

Thia 
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Tills  olrouiar  has  not  besn  approred  by  th«  Ethiopian  Qot- 
•nmant  or  by  the  Itohlgaa  and  1«  said  to  hara  bean  eup- 
preesed  for  the  present*   Unbiassed  opinion  would  api>ear 
to  Indicate  that  there  Is  great  need  for  saoh  a  circular 
and  for  appropriate  action  to  enforce  lt«   The  ayerage 
Ethiopian  priest  Is  far  fron  being  a  saintly  or  STon 
pious  fellow* 

The  Ibouna  has  also  raised  a  storm  of  protest  by 
stating  that  he  would  refuse  further  to  ordain  priests 
for  the  church  unless  the  candidates  would  submit  to 
and  pass  an  examination.   Heretofore  there  has  been  no 
real  examination.   Iran  a  plowboy  with  the  exercise  of 


a  little  Influence 


and  cash 


could  take  on  the 


cloak  of  a  regularly  ordained  priest  with  access  to  the 
frequently  fat  enoluments  of  the  office  in  a  material 
way*   Whether  the  Ibouna  will  be  able  to  maintain  his 
preliminary  stand  in  this  matter  remains  to  be  seen, 
but  whether  he  does  or  does  not  there  will  for  a  while 
at  least  be  strained  relations  on  the  subject  between 
him  and  important  sections  of  the  Ethiopian  population. 

There  is  a  growing  opinion  here  that  the  new  ibouna 
is  more  inclined  to  piety  than  to  politics,  which  is  a 
new  and  strange  character  or  tendency  for  ibounas  in 
this  country*   In  either  direction  he  will  find  opposi- 
tion and  friction*   The  church  hierarchy  itself  appears 
to  objebt  to  too  much  piety  on  the  part  of  its  head  and 


to  faror  political  actlTity. 
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elTll  or  non-eoolesiastloal  members  of  the  Sthloplan 
feudal  system  prefer  that  the  Abouna  be  more  pious  and 
less  political  in  tendency •   The  present  situation  is, 
therefore,  not  without  interest  and  may  lead  to  rari- 
ous  deTelopments  of  importance. 


I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 
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DEPAHTMENT  OF  STATE 

DtC  SO  1929  ; 

DIYtStON  OF 

The  Secretary  of  State,  IwESTEBW  FUROPFAW  AFFAIKS 
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The  Honorable 
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Washington. 
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sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Legation's  No. 


285 


of  November  1st,  1929,  reporting  the  coming  visit  here  of 

a  Papal  Delegation  to  the  Ethiopian  Government. 

The  head  of  the  Delegation,  who  claims  the  rank  of 

Ambassador,  arrived  by  special  train  from  the  coast  with 

his  party  In  Addis  Ababa  on  the  evening  of  November  20th, 

1929.   The  names  of  the  members  of  the  party  as  obfit)lned 

by  the  Legation  are  as  follows: 

Monselgneur  Francois  Uarohettl  Selvagglanl,  an 
Important  official  of  "^he  Vatican  and  listed  as 
"Secretaire  de  la  Sacree-Congragatlon  de  la  Pro- 
paganda.**  He  Is  the  head  of  the  delegation  and  Is 
an  Italian. 

Monselgneur 
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Ifonifeigiittiir  Sag4ne  Tisserant  of  tbe  Yatioan 
Library.   Ha  is  French* 

^  RaTerand  Fathar  Jaan  Conaldina,  "Proouraor 
Ganaral  da  la  soolata  imarlealna  da  ]lar7-EnolI* » 
B»   la  aald  to  ba  an  Anarlean  oltlzen  but  tha  Laga- 
tlon  haa  not  yat  oonflxnad  that* 

RaTarand  Tathar  Paul  Tti,  **Profa88aur  da  langua 
Chlnol aa  au  Coll^ga  Urbain  da  la  Propaganda***  Ha 
la  aald  to  ba  a  Chlnaaa  oltlzen* 

Thaae  four  dlgnltarlea  are  the  gaeata  of  tha  Ethiop- 
ian GoTermnent  and  are  realdlng  In  the  houae  of  the  Qot" 
emor  of  the  City  which  haa  been  raeant  becauae  of  the 
absence  of  that  official  In  Europe*   The  local  under- 
standing Is  that  His  Holiness,  the  Pope,  designated  the 
personnel  of  the  fitbassy  to  Include  Bembers  representing 
the  continents  of  Europe,  Asia  and  inerlca  to  greet  the 
African  soTeralgns. 

The  Ethiopian  GoTarnment  recelred  the  delegation  at 
tha  Railway  Station  of  Addla  Ababa  with  great  honor* 
The  Dean  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps  Informed  this  and  other 
Legations  that  no  members  of  the  Corps  would  be  present 
at  the  Railway  Station,  but  I  now  learn  that  tha  British, 
French  and  Italian  Legations  all  aent  Junior  of fleer a  to 
be  pre aent. 

Tarlous  functions  are  planned  to  honor  the  t1 siting 
dignitaries  who  are  expected  to  be  here  for  a  period  of 
about  ten  days*   Aa  the  Ethloplana  are  Inrarlably  oour- 
taoua  and  polite  to  Tlsltors  In  Addis  Ababa  we  ahall  not 
be  able  to  learn  until  later  what  will  undoubtedly  be 
the  unfaTorable  reaction  of  the  Ethiopian  Eatabllahad 
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Churoli  and  orltlolsm  of  King  Tafarl  for  what  his  politic- 
al enemies  will  endeaTor  to  establish  as  undue  rapproohe- 
aent  with  Raman  Catholioiam«   Further  report  will  be 
made* 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your 


ADDISON  S.  SODT 
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No.  297. 


'A      X. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


To 
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Sir: 
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I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  Le|^ation*s  No.   292 


CO 


of  November  21st,  1929,  reporting  the  personnel  of  the  ^ 
Papal  Delegation  sent  to  Addis  Ababa  by  the  Vatican  to  ^ 
pay  a  formal  visit  to  Her  Imperial  Majesty,  the  Empress 
Zeoditu,  and  to  His  Majesty,  King  Tafari. 

Monseigneur  Selvaggiani,  the  Delegate,  accompcuiied 
by  his  three  associates  and  by  Monseigneur  Jarosseau  who 
is  Apostolic  Vicar  of  the  Gallas  and  head  of  the  French 
Roman  Catholic  missionary  work  in  Ethiopia,  was  received 
a  week  ago  by  their  Majesties  in  formal  audience.   The 
letters  of  credence  from  His  Holiness,  the  Pope,  and  the 

reply 
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reply  by  King  Tafari  on  behalf  of  the  Ethiopian  Govern- 
ment, have  been  translated  euid  are  included  as  enclos- 
ures to  this  despatch.   Attention  is  respectfully  in- 
vited to  the  very  flowery  phrasing  of  the  letters  of 
credence  eind  to  the  courteous  but  tactful  and  quite 
noncommittal  phrasing  of  King  Tafari »s  reply. 

The  audience  was  concluded  by  the  salute  of  eleven 
guns  which  is  given  for  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Minis- 
ters Plenipotentiary  upon  presentation  of  their  letters 
to  the  Ethiopian  Government.   In  the  Legation's  orig- 
inal report  of  the  Papal  Delegation  the  statement  was 
made  that  the  head  thereof  had  the  rank  of  Ambassador, 
which  information  came  to  the  undersigned  from  his  Ital- 
ian  colleague.   It  now  appeeirs  that  the  Diplomatic  rank 
of  the  Delegate  was  that  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 
There  is  suspicion  among  some  of  the  heads  of  local 
Legations  that  the  Italian  Minister,  who  is  Dean  of  the 
Diplomatic  Corps,  desired  to  give  the  Papal  Delegate  un- 


due importance  of  Diplomatic  rank. 

Of  the  six  heads  of  local  Legations  three 


the 


Italian,  French  and  Belgian  —  are  adherents  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith. 

On  the  occasion  of  his  audience  the  Delegate  brought 


from  the  Pope  various  costly  presents. 


Empres 


there  was  a  mosaic  picture  of  the  Holy  Virgin  made  up  of 
gold  and  precious  stones,  and  a  gold  medal  struck  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Jubilee  of  Pius  XI.  For  the  King  there 
was  a  colored  full  length  photograph  of  the  Pope  in  a 

frame 
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frame  (appearing  to  be  about  18  inches  by  12  inches)  of 
solid  gold  studded  in  various  places  with  what  purported 
to  be  genuine  diamonds  of  perhaps  a  quarter  carat  each, 
and  a  gold  medal  of  the  JUbilee  of  Piux  II.   These  pre- 
sents were  obviously  of  very  costly  character.   In  ad- 
dition lesser,  but  also  costly,  presents  were  brought 
for  various  other  members  of  the  Ethiopian  Royal  Family. 
The  Empress  conferred  upon  the  head  of  the  Delegation 
the  much  coveted  Order  of  Menelek  and  upon  the  other  mem- 
bers thereof  various  grades  of  the  Star  of  Ethiopia. 
Presents  were  also  given  by  the  Ethiopian  Grovernment  but 
the  Legation  has  not  yet  been  able  to  learn  exactly  what 
they  were. 

The  Papal  Delegate  is  understood  to  have  discussed 
confidentially  with  the  King  the  matter  of  the  extension 
of  Roman  Catholic  missionary  work  in  Ethiopia  in  which 
discussion  the  King  was  courteous  but  refrained  from 
definite  commitment.   The  matter  of  the  construction 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  church  in  Addis  Ababa  is  understood 
also  to  have  been  discussed,  with  confirmation  by  King 
Tafari  of  a  previously  existing  official  permission  for 
such  edifice  here.   The  Legation  has  not  yet  learned 
of  any  other  matters  of  importance  which  may  have  "been 
discussed. 

The  Established  Church  of  Ethiopia  is,  as  has  been 
indicated  in  various  previous  reports  from  the  Legation, 
distinctly  antagonistic  to  Romein  Catholicism.   The 
Empress  Zeoditu,  however,  has  been  much  impressed  by  the 
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oeremonlousness  and  elegance  of  the  visit  of  the  Papal 
Delegation  and  with  typical  Ethiopian  courtesy  let  it 
be  known  that  she  wished  the  priests  of  her  church  to 
show  the  visitors  all  consideration*   As  a  result  var- 
ious Ethiopian  priests  were  in  attendcuice  upon  the  dele- 
gation during  its  sojourn  in  Addis  Ababa  and  the  Itch- 
igue  himself  (probably  with  dark  and  secret  thoughts) 
escorted  them  in  their  visit  to  the  Menelek  Memorial 
building  and  tomb  which  is  considered  by  the  Ethiopians 
as  their  greatest  show  place.   Therft  was  until  recent- 
ly a  large  painting  at  one  end  of  the  Memorial  showing 
the  Battle  of  Adua  in  which  there  were  pictured  an  un- 
usually large  number  of  decapitated  and  otherwise 
maimed  and  gory  Italian  soldiers*   The  Legation  hears 
that  this  picture  was  not  seen  by  the  Papal  Delegation. 
Whether  it  has  been  removed  or  merely  covered  temporar- 
ily the  Legation  has  not  learned. 

The  Roman  Catholic  missionary  foroes  in  Ethiopia, 
which  are  divided  between  French  and  Italian  nationals, 
made  much  of  the  visit  of  the  Papal  Delegation  and  some 
of  the  more  Important  priests  came  to  Addis  Ababa  for 
the  occasion*   The  most  notable  of  the  provlncieil 
visitors  was  the  venerable  and  truly  pious  Monseigneur 
Jarosseau,  a  French  priest  who  has  worked  in  the  Harrar 
district  of  Ethiopia  for  forty-eight  years  eind  is  now 
known  as  the  Apostolic  Vicar  to  the  Gallas.   He  was 
decorated  with  the  Star  of  Ethiopia  on  the  occasion 
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when  decorations,  as  above  Indicated,  were  received  by 
the  members  of  the  Papal  Delegation. 

The  visitors  from  Rome,  as  was  to  be  expected,  were 
men  of  quite  apparent  exceptional  intelligence  and  per- 
sonality.  They  were  formally  and  elaborately  enter- 
tained by  the  Empress,  by  the  King,  and  by  each  of  the 
Legations  including  the  American.   As  previously  re- 
ported one  of  the  four  delegates  was  an  American  priest 
whose  card  states  that  he  is  the  Reverend  John  J.  Con- 
sidine.  Catholic  Foreign  Mission  Society  of  America, 
Marylmoll,  New  York.   On  the  occasion  of  his  call  at 
this  Legation  he  stated  that  he  was  just  beginning  an 


assignment  of  five  years  at  th 
a  fine  type  of  young  American. 


He  appeared 


The  Delegation  left  Addis  Ababa  by  special  train 
on  the  evening  of  November  29th,  1929,  for  the  direct 
return  trip  to  Rome. 

It  is  yet  too  early  to  comment  upon  possible  pol- 
itical effects  among  the  Ethiopieuis  of  this  visit.  It 
is  certain  that  there  will  be  such  effects  but  as  to 
the  degree  of  their  importance  only  conjecture  can  be 
made  Just  now.   Further  report  will  in  time  be  made. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your— obedient  servant, 


ADDISON  E.  SOU' 


Enclosures. 
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Enolosure  to  Despatch  No>  297  of  November  30th,  1929.  from 
Addison  E«  Southard «  Minister  and  Consul  General 

at  Addis  Abaha.  ITEhlopla. 


TRANSLATION. 


Majesties: 

I  have  the  honor  to  place  in  the  hands  of  Your  Maj- 
esties letters  hy  which  His  Sanctity  Plus  11,  my  August 
Sovereign,  accredits  me  as  His  Special  Extraordinary  En- 
voy near  Your  Majesties,  and  to  convey  the  blessings 
which  His  Sanctity  has  the  pleasure  of  conferring  upon 
Your  Majesties  in  testimony  of  His  very  sincere  and  cor- 
dial friendship. 

The  Sovereign  Pontiff,  who  knows  how  Ethiopia,  hav- 
ing adhered  from  the  most  remote  ages  to  the  true  relig- 
ion, embraced  Christ ieinlty  and  maintains  it  up  to  the 
present  day  in  spite  of  the  vicissitudes  of  the  centur- 
ies, holds  particulGurly  close  to  his  heart  the  good  rela* 
tions  between  the  Holy  Apostolic  Office  and  the  Court  of 
Ethiopia.   These  relations  which  were  already  excellent 
under  the  glorious  Emperor  Menelek  II,  have  been  cultiv- 
ated by  You,  most  Potent  Empress,  from  the  time  of  the 
Sovereign  Pontiff  Benedict  17,  and  have  become  emphas- 
ized with  a  new  cordiality  since  the  Heir  to  the  Throne 
of  Ethiopia  only  a  few  years  ago  visited  His  Sanctity 
Pius  XI  in  the  Palace  of  the  Vatican.   The  Holy  Father 
proposed  at  that  moment  to  return  this  visit,  which  He 
most  particularly  appreciated,  and  of  which  He  has  con- 
tinually cherished  the  warmest  and  most  precious  remem- 
brance.  At  the  present  moment,  which  sees  the  reediza- 
tion  of  His  constant  purpose,  the  Holy  Father  is  happy 
to  add  to  His  thanks  for  that  visit  the  direct  expres- 
sion of  His  sincere  felicitations  that  it  has  pleased 
Her  Majesty  the  Empress  to  place  upon  the  brow  of  the 
Heir  to  the  Throne  the  glorious  crown  of  the  King  of 
Kings. 

The  Sovereign  Pontiff  has  charged  me  most  especial- 
ly to  thank  Your  Majesties  for  the  perfect  equity  and 
high  consideration  with  which  Your  Majesties  have  treat- 
ed Your  Catholic  subjects,  and  He  assures  Your  Majesties 
that  You  will  always  find  the  Catholics  of  Ethiopia 
obedient  to  instructions,  that  they  will  be  among  the 
best  of  your  subjects  and  the  most  amenable  to  the  Civil 
Authority,  and  that  they  will  be  among  the  most  loyal 
€md  devoted  of  the  children  of  their  Fatherland. 

The  Holy  Father  praises  Grod  that  under  the  wise 
Government  of  Your  Majesties,  to  whom  He  grants  the 
fulness  of  His  holy  benediction,  Ethiopia  may  have, 
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Enclosure  1. 


together  with  the  blessings  of  peace,  the  most  abundant 
wealth  of  both  spiritual  and  material  benefits.   It  is 
fitting  that  this  should  be  so,  since  the  Grovermnent  of 
Your  Majesties  is  founded  upon  charity  and  Justice  im- 
pregnated with  the  luminous  doctrine  brought  to  men  by 
Him  who  gives  power  to  Empires,  Our  Savior  Jesus  Christ 

In  the  accomplishment  of  this  high  and  most  honor- 
able mission  which  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  has  confided 
in  me,  I  hope  that  Your  Majesties  will  deign  to  accept 
the  sentiments  of  my  very  profound  respect,   I  more- 
over fervently  pray  the  All-Powerful ,  through  the  inter- 
cession of  the  Glorious  Mother  of  God,  the  most  Holy 
Virgin  Mary,  to  confer  an  abundance  on  His  favors  upon 
Your  Majesties  and  upon  the  August  Royal  Family,  and  to 
assure  their  continued  happiness  and  that  of  the  Eth- 
iopian people. 
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Enolosure  2  to  Despatch  297  of  Novem'ber  50th,  1929,  from 
Addison  E.  Southard.  MlnTster  and  Consul  GeneraT 

at  Addis  Ahaba,  Ethiopia, 


TRANSLATION. 


Excellency: 

It  Is  particularly  agreeable  to  Her  Majesty  the 
Empress  and  to  Us  to  welcome  today  In  the  Capital  of 
the  ancient  Christian  Empire  of  Ethiopia  the  Illus- 
trious Envoy,  near  our  Imperial  Government,  of  the 
Very  Holy  Father,  the  Sovereign  Pontiff. 

We  most  especially  appreciate  this  high  testimony 
of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff's  great  solicitude  toward  Us. 

It  Is  always  with  the  greatest  emotion  that  We 
remember  the  fatherly  reception  granted  Us  In  the  Pal- 
ace of  the  Vatican  at  Rome  during  Our  Journey  In  1924, 
emd  It  Is  now  Our  dearest  desire  that  Your  Excellency 
should  carry  back  from  your  visit  to  Our  Imperial  Court 
an  agreeable  and  lasting  remembrance. 

Our  great  Emperor  Menelek  II,  of  Imperishable  mem- 
ory, had  always  maintained  a  singleness  of  purpose  In 
governing  His  Empire  according  to  Christian  principles, 
justice  and  charity. 

We  feel  the  compulsion  eilways  to  follow  the  teach- 
ings of  Christ.   Vfe  are  conscious  of  the  heavy  res- 
ponsibility which  it  has  pleased  the  Most  High  to  place 
upon  Our  heads,  and  We  pray  God  to  grant  us  the  strength 
to  conduct  the  destinies  of  Our  beloved  country. 

Please  accept.  Excellency,  Our  assurance  of  cor- 
dial welcome,  and  when  you  return  to  Rome,  the  Eternal 
City,  kindly  proffer  the  sentiments  of  respectful  gratit- 
ude  with  which  We  are  animated  toward  the  Sovereign  Pon- 
tiff. 
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The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 
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I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  various  of  the  Lega- 
tion* s  despatches  in  which  there  has  been  provided  com- 
ment on  the  status  of  Roman  Catholicism,  its  missionar- 
ies, and  its  adherents  in  Ethiopia.   ^ong  such  des- 
patches  are  Nos.  132  and  159  of  February  1st  and  15th, 
1929,  respectively. 

There  has  been  renewed  interest  lately  in  the  posi- 
tion of  Roman  Catholicism  in  Ethiopia,  growing  out  of 
the  visit  here  of  a  Papal  Delegation  from  Rome  o£  which 


report  was  made  in  the  Legation* s  No.  297  of 
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SOth,  1929.   Mainly  because  of  the  antagonism  of  the 

Ethiopian 
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Ethiopian  Established  Churoh  the  situation  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  the  country  assumes  certain  politic- 
al aspects,  and  because  of  this  the  Legation  opines  that  "? 
any  deyelopment  merits  reporting. 

As  has  been  preyiously  commented  many  young  Ethiop- 
ians have  in  recent  years  been  educated  by  the  French 
Roman  Catholic  mission  schools  in  the  Dire  Daoua  and 
Harrar  areas.   The  Ethiopiems  are  very  backward  in  the 
establishing  of  their  own  schools  for  the  education  of 
youth  along  modern  and  European  lines.   As  the  reorgan- 
ization  of  the  GoTernment  deyelops  there  are  increased 
needs  for  young  Ethiopians  with  more  or  less  modern  edu- 
cation to  fill  positions  as  clerks  and  minor  officials. 
As  a  result  there  are  now  a  considerable  number  of  French 
educated  young  Ethiopians  in  the  goTernment  serrice  who 
are  Roman  Catholics  in  religion  and  Francophile  in  in- 
clination.  They  all  speak  French  and  in  this  way  at- 
tract more  the  favorable  attention  of  His  Majesty,  the 
King,  who  speaks  only  French  of  all  foreign  languages 
and  takes  considerable  pride  in  his  ability  to  do  so. 

Estimates  indicate  that  at  least  one  fifth  of  all 
the  clerks  in  goyernment  offices,  mainly  in  Dlr4  Daoua 
and  Harrar  customs  and  postal  seryioes,  are  of  French 
Roman  Catholic  education  and,  presumably,  of  correspond- 
ing sympathies.   There  are  a  number  of  officials  of 
similar  training  who  occupy  mainly  minor,  but  often 
influential,  positions  in  Addis  Ababa.   Their  number 
is  growing.   The  Legation  has  prepared  a  list  of  such 
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officials  which  Is  enclosed  herewith*   On  some  of  the 
men  listed  the  Depeurtment » s  form  for  "Confidential  Bio- 
graphic Data*  will  later  be  prepared. 

There  are  a  few  English  and  Italian  educated  young 
men  in  the  government  serrice  but  they  are  so  far  minor 
in  number  and  Influence  and  do  not  introduce  the  politico- 
religious  element.   Two  of  four  young  Ethiopians  taken 
to  the  United  States  some  years  ago  by  the  American  mis- 
sionary Doctor  T.  A.  Lambie  have  recently  returned  to 
this  country.   They  first  began  their  American  educa- 
tion in  lAiskingum  College,  Ohio,  and  later  went  to  other 
schools.   One  of  the  two  who  has  returned  is  a  relative 
of  the  King  and  has  no  regular  employment.   He  spends 
most  of  his  time  loafing  around  the  King's  Palace.  The 
other  young  man  has  recently  been  appointed  to  the  com- 
paratively  responsible  position  as  Acting  Director 
(Mayor)  of  the  Municipality  of  Diri  Daoua.   He  is,  of 
course,  sympathetic  towards  Americans  and  things  Ameri- 
can but  being  an  only  English  speaking  Ethiopian  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  Trench  specOcing  Ethiopians  the 
extent  to  which  he  may  exercise  the  influence  of  his 
position  is  conjectural* 

The  French  educated  young  Ethiopian  is,  therefore, 
in  the  position  of  greatest  influence.   French  educa- 
tion is  more  attractive  to  the  school  boys  who  are  now 
looking  forward  to  a  foreign  education.   First,  they 

will  have  a  greater  number  of  colleagues  already  in 
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gOYerzunent  serrioe  and,  seoond,  they  fear  the  unpleas- 
antness of  our  alleged  color  prejudices  should  they 
elect  to  go  to  the  United  States  for  an  education. 
Reports  of  our  alleged  prejudices  in  these  respects 
have  become  fairly  well  disseminated  during  recent 
years  in  Ethiopia  and  have  retarded  rather  than  ad- 
yanced  our  potential  influence  here.   Other  foreign 
nationals  here  make  no  effort  to  assist  Ethiopian 
thought  to  a  more  liberal  Tiew  of  our  alleged  attit- 
ude towards  the  African  black.   This  Legation  believes 
that  actually  they  are  inclined  to  encourage,  for  self- 
ish reasons,  the  indicated  Bthiopian  thought.   The  dis- 
couraging of  such  Influence  is,  accordingly,  one  of  this 
Legation* 8  more  delicate  duties. 


I 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient 


ADDISON  E.  SOUT 
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Snoloaure  with  Despatoh  No.  299  of  December  5th,  1929. 
from  Addison  35»  Southar?,  MlnTster  ancf^onsul  Gen" 

eral  at  Add la  Ahaha.  gt^Iopla. 


ROMAN  CATHOLIC  SPDCATSD  BT: 

HDUNTiNQ  iNrJLiu!W61  BT  f: 


:OPIAN  OFTICTALS  OF 


Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs ; 

1*  Ato  Tasfaye  Tagany^,  Chief  French  Interpreter* 
2.  Ato  Eebreth  Astatkl,  Consul  In  Djibouti. 

Ministry  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs ! 

1.  Ato  Berhano  Markos,  Director  of  Posts  and  Tele- 
graphs • 

2.  Ato  Blru,  Postmaster  at  Dire  Daoua. 
Ministry  of  Commerce; 

1.  Ato  Grsbrezglabeher  (haying  also  Catholic  name 
of  Ato  Franqols)^  Acting  Minister  of  Commerce  and  ac- 
tually Director  of  Customs. 

2.  Ato  Kassa  Maru,  Chief  of  Customs  at  Dlr^  Daoua. 

« 

S.  Balambarass  Bayena  Marsha,  Chief  of  Railway  Pol- 
ice, Dire  Daoua. 

Ministry  of  the  Interior; 

1.  Belaten  Gheta  Wolde  Mar lam,  Director  of  the  Min- 
istry, Director  of  the  Bureau  of  ArchlTes,  and  Director 
In  Charge  of  the  Klng*s  Airplanes. 

Municipality  of  Addis  Ababa ; 

1.  Ato  Ayala  Gebr^,  Director  of  the  Municipality  and 
Acting  Groyernor.  This  Is  a  yery  Influential  position  as 
It  controls  the  5,000  Gendaimes  orJK^re  making  up  the  Mun- 
icipal police  and  they  are  a  sufficient  force  to  turn  the 
balance  In  any  rebellion  or  reyolutlonary  moyement  at- 
tempted against  the  Throne. 

Qoyernment  Alcohol  Monopol 

1.  Ato  Belatchow,  Director. 

2.  Ato  fimnanuel  DJama  (a  Somali),  Acting  Director  In 
the  absence  of  Belatchow. 


-» 


King  Taf arl * s  Palace; 

1.  Ato  Tadessa  Mashasha,  one  of  the  IClng*s  most  In- 
fluential Prlyate  Secretaries. 


i 


o«<^ 


J 


y 


NDTB; 


■  1. 


f 


-  2  - 


Inclosure. 


UOTE; 

The  TCLTlous  Ministries  and  other  Divisions  of  the 
Ethiopian  CroYernment  are  usually  neither  distinctly  nor 
systematically  organized.   TheahOTe  positions,  howeyer, 
actually  exist  and  while  their  present  listing  may  be 
more  theoretical  than  practical  the  Indication  of  duties 
Is  sufficiently  accurate*   In  practice  most  of  the  above 
officials  report  directly  to  King  Tafarl  for  Instruction 
8uad  guidance  and  not  to  or  through  their  theoretical 
seniors  in  the  organization*   The  exact  situation  as  to 
governmental  organization  is,  obviously,  difficult  to 
define  without  voluminous  explanation  and  discussion 
which  do  not  seem  essential  to  the  point  aimed  at  In  the 
present  report* 
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Oopy  Transmitted  by  Th% 
Oomxi^ci&I  Gt&c«  (A-O/O) 
TO. 


A  5(f^ 


The  Honorable 
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The  Seoretary  of  State, 
Washington. 
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I  haye  the  honor  to  report  that  I  haye  been  In- 
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formed  by  the  local  Egyptian  Consul  that  His  Hbllness, 
the  Coptic  Patriarch,  is  embarking  today  at  Port  Said 
for  the  Journey  to  Djibouti  and  thence  to  Addis  Ababa 
to  nake  a  formal  risit  to  their  Uajesties  Zeoditu  and 
Tafari.  The  Patriarch  will  be  accompanied  by  the 
Arohbishops  of  Kena  and  Girga,  his  prirate  physician, 
and  ecclesiastical  suite. 

As  the  Department  knows,  the  Coptic  Patriarch  of 
Sgypt  is  the  supreme  head  of  the  church  to  which  the 

Ethiopians  adhere,  and  always  appoints  a  Coptic  priest 
from  Igypt  as  the  Abouna  or  local  head  of  the  Ethiopian 

state 
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state  otauroh.   Less  than  a  year  ago  a  new  Abouna  was 
appointed,  as  reported  at  the  time  \>j  the  Legation. 

The  journey  of  the  Patriarch  to  Ethiopia  at  this 
time  Is  nominally  for  the  purpose  of  returning  the 
Tlslt  made  to  His  Hbllness  by  King  Tafarl  In  1924* 
The  journey  Is  thought  also  to  be  strongly  motlrated 
by  a  desire  to  strengthen  the  waning  allegiance  of  the 
ISthloplan  Church  to  the  Coptic  Patriarchate.   As  Tar- 
lously  reported  from  the  Legation  during  the  past  year 
there  Is  a  strong  tendency  In  Ethiopia  to  break  away 
from  the  direct  control  for  centuries  exercised  orer 
the  Ethiopian  Church  from  Egypt. 

It  Is  also  possible  that  some  arrangement  will  be 
made  whereby  the  Patriarch  on  the  occasion  of  his  Tlslt 
here  will  consecrate  the  fifth  of  the  group  of  Ethiop- 
ian Bishops  authorized  at  the  time  the  present  Abouna 
was  appointed.   As  reported  in  the  Legation* s  No.  280 
of  October  25th,  1929,  the  Itchlgue  of  Ethiopia  had 
decided  to  become  the  fifth  Bishop.   This  holy  gentle- 
man has  since  waTered  again  In  his  Intention  and  at  the 
present  writing  Is  not  certain  that  he  will  accept  the 
honor.   He  cannot  make  up  his  mind  that  he  will  lose 
nothing  of  his  present  priestly  power  and  Income  by  ac- 
cepting consecration  as  a  Bishop. 
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I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
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No«   316. 


The  ^norable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 
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Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  TBter   to  the  Legation* s  N 


of  December  24th,  1929,  reporting  the  approaching  Tisit 
to  Ethiopia  of  the  Coptic  Patriarch  of  Egypt.      * 

In  addition  to  the  probable  motives  and  causes  of 
the  Tisit,  as  given  in  that  despatch,  the  Legation  has 
confidentially  learned  from  a  soxirce  often  reliable  that 
decision  for  the  Tisit,  and  action  accordingly,  haTe  been 
greatly  hastened  by  fear  of  possible  effects  of  the  re- 
cent Tisit  of  the  RqBDan  Papal  Delegation  reported  in  the 
Legation's  No/ 297  of  NoTember  30th,  1929. 

This  new  deTelopment  seems  of  particular  interest 
and  importance  in  connection  with  the  politioo-religious 

situation 
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•d  upon  In  that  oonntotlon  by  tJil»  Lt^tlon. 
I  IuiT«  tha  honor  to  be,  sir. 


> 


•■m, 


V-1 


'f 


'v^ 


m 


■1f<, 


>  i* 


A.  ^  J-  *   < 


1 


*4, 


^  ?Ac*;  fi 


AH    RECD 


ION  OF  THE 

OF  AMERICA 


t 


C\  G  \ 


m  2  3  23 


July  25th,    1929. 


)■> 


c 


^ 


\ 


y^ 


^^ 


-I 


cC 


W" 


dbpauxment  of  arATtt 


At 


^  X 


.;,. 


•  t 


^\- 


{ 


\A^ 


,  \ 


■\ 


s^ 


.M 


No.    2S0, 
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Asfli 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


«tant  Secretary  J 

Of  State  I 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  various  previous  a^»*^ 


patches  from  this  office  on  the  general  subject  of  ways 
and  means  which  we  might  appropriately  use  for  meeting 
other  national  efforts  practiced  by  local  Legatlonsj  to   g 


feed  Ethiopian  goodwill. 
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Decorations  to  the  King  and  other  eminent  Ethipp- 
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ians  are  freely  given  by  various  of  the  European  powers* 
Lavish  presents  are  similarly  bestowed*   Neither  of 
these  methods  could,  of  course,  be  adapted  for  American 


practice* 


However, 
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However,  we  might  meet  our  other  national  compet- 
itors in  the  practice  which  they  have  established  of 
keeping  the  King  supplied  with  moving  picture  films. 
His  Majesty  has  a  private  projecting  machine  at  the 
Palace  and  one  of  his  favorite  diversions  is  having  a 
cinematograph  show  for  after  dinner  entertainment. 
From  British,  French  and  Italian  sources  mainly  he  re- 
ceives many  films.   Most  of  them  are  believed  to  come 
from  film  producing  companies  which  are  persuaded 
through  the  local  Legations  of  the  nationalities  con- 
cerned that  such  gifts  are  not  only  good  commercial 
advertising  but  excellent  national  propaganda.   Some 
of  the  films  are  of  official  origin. 

There  are  frequently  selected  news  films  of  topic- 
al events  which  tend  to  impress  the  Ethiopians  with  the 
greatness  and  advancement  of  various  European  countries. 
A  film  of  the  funeral  of  Marshal  Fooh  has  been  given  to 
the  King  by  the  French  and  was  shown  by  His  Majesty 
after  the  last  Diplomatic  dinner  given  at  the  Palace. 
Through  influence  of  the  British  Legation  there  had 
been  received  a  news  film  in  which  parades  of  the 
Guards,  airplane  flights,  views  of  King  George,  etc., 
etc*,  were  particularly  prominent.   The  latest  film 
received  by  the  King  from  Italian  influence  is  that 
one  of  the  expedition  of  the  Duke  of  the  Abruzzi 
(Legation»s  No.  226  of  JUly  15th,  1929)  to  explore  the 
Wabi  Shebeli  river  from  its  source  in  Ethiopia  through 

Italian 
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Italian  Somaliland  to  the  Indian  Ocean.   In  tMs  film 
there  were  some  cleverly  planned  scenes  of  Italo-Eth- 
iopian  flag  raising  ceremonies,  etc*,  more  or  less  of 
the  cheaply  theatrical  sort  but  impressive  to  the  Eth- 
iopians. 

It  has  occurred  to  the  Legation  that  some  of  the 
more  public  spirited  of  the  American  film  producing 
companies  might  send  out  an  occasional  film  of  appro- 
priate kind  for  presentation  to  the  King*   They  need 
not  be  of  latest  date.   Superseded  ones  would  do* 
There  would  be  three  potential  ends  to  be  gained  by 
such  presentations*   First,  the  King  would  be  greatly 
pleased  with  this  American  attention;  second,  there 
would  be  opportunity  for  the  selection  of  subjects  in 
news  films  in  particular  to  impress  the  Ethiopians 
with  American  advancement  and  power;  eind,  third,  the 
contributing  film  company  or  companies  would  open  the 
path  for  the  sale  of  film  products  when  the  market 
eventually  but  inevitably  develops  here*   The  pre- 
sent commercial  market  for  films  in  Ethiopia  is  in- 
significant and  is  met  by  cheap  and  obsolete  films 
mainly  from  French  sources*   But  with  the  present 
rapid  growth  of  Addis  Ababa  and  of  the  country  in  gen- 
eral moving  picture  theatres  of  consequence  will  in- 
evitably come. 

The  Department  may  not,  of  course,  consider  this 
suggestion  a  practicable  one*   It  is  motivated  mainly 
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by  the  desire  of  the  Legation  to  seek  eome  appropriate 
and  dignified  way  In  which  we  might  approach  the  efforts 
of  other  foreign  Interests  to  build  up  for  themselves 
prestige  and  favor  with  the  Ethiopians.   Such  efforts 
on  the  whole  are  perhaps  not  eminently  dignified,  but 
comparisons  are  odious  and  the  Ethiopians  without  doubt 
compare  British,  French,  Italian,  German  and  other  for- 
eign generosity  with  the  total  lack  of  any  correspond- 
ing effort  from  American  source^s.   The  Ethiopians  are 
a  bit  childish  as  well  as  quite  Oriental  in  viewpoint 
in  such  matters. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  s 


ADDISON  E.    sour 


if 
I 


\ 


^^Ji' 


»> 


•  >  i 


<►;-: 
A 


i 

«r1 


September  14,  1929. 


My  dear  Mr.  Hays: 

X  aa  enolosing  a  oopy  of  a  despatch  from 
Mr.  Soutluird,  our  Minister  in  Abyssinia.   It  is 
rather  cheeky,  perhe^s,  even  to  send  this  to  you 
because  I  hare  no  reason  to  think  that  you  have  any 
filas  to  give  to  Tarlous  kings  in  "the  world.  However, 
knowing  the  iaaense  ralue  of  filas  and  the  suscepti- 
bilities of  the  Abyssinians,  it  occurred  to  oe  that 
there  was  just  a  faint  possibility  that  you  aig^t 
have  soaething  which  could  be  sent.   7or  exaople, 
you  Bight  have  an  extra  oopy  of  that  extraordinary 
Lindbergh  fila.   If  you  say  'nothing  doing*  I  shall 


certainly  understand. 


Sincerely  yours. 


u^  Q  ^.-<,^^..^ji-^  ^(yj 


The  Honorable 
fill  H.  Hays, 

469  Fifth  Avenue, 
lew  York  Oity. 
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September  17th, 
19  2  9. 


Personal 


/ 


Hon.  W.  R.  Castle,  Jr., 
Department  of  State, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Mr.  Castle: 

Your  letter  of  the  fourteenth  reaches  me,  with 
the  enclosure,  and  I  have  read  both  with  much  Interest. 

I  know  you  know  how  glad  the  m«ibers  of  this  Associa- 
tion would  be,  and  how  delighted  I  would  be  personally, 
if  by  complying  with  the  particular  suggestion  there 
might  be  fostered  and  strengthened  that  international 
amity  we  all  desire.  I  should  like  to  mention  one  or 
two  phases  of  the  subject  matter,  howeyer,  with  the 
thought  in  mind  that  you  will  give  me  your  frank  reaction. 

If  we  had  an  extra  print  of  the  Lindbergh  film 
that  would,  of  course,  be  splendid,  but  unfortunately 
we  hare  but  one  print  and  that  has  been  in  constant 
demand  since  the  showing  last  spring  at  which  you  were 
present.  To  prepare  a  new  print  would  cost  approx- 
imately $700.  We  would  not  be  unwilling  to  expend  that 
sum  if,  frankly,  such  expenditure  would  be  Justified  in 
terms  of  value  received  by  reason  of  the  consequent  good 
will  resulting  therefrom.  The  question  at  once  arises — 
and  on  this  your  own  opinion  would,  of  course,  be  far 
superior — whether  if  this  were  done  for  the  particular 
country  mentioned,  it  might  not  give  rise  to  similar 
requests  from  other  not  far  distant  countries,  to  refuse 
which  might  occasion  considerable  embarrassment. 

There  would,  of  course,  from  our  standpoint  arise 
the  question  of  whether  such  films  might  not  possibly 
find  their  way  out  of  the  possession  of  the  King  into 
ccnmeroial  channels,  since  the  "pirating"  of  motion 
picture  films,  though  old  and  out-of-date,  is  the 
source  of  considerable  financial  loss  to  companies, 
particularly  in  the  Orient  and  down  through  the  Hear 
East. 


o 
o 


CO 

CO 


I 


\ 


'  S 


t 


I  1 

\    ' 
I  - 


3 

i 


4 

t^ 


»< 


\ 


-2- 


If  the  suggestion  were  followed,  I  assxane  the  way 
to  do  it  would  be  to  make  an  outright  shipment,  without 
the  thought  of  the  return  of  the  films.  This  would  be 
a  situation  not  entirely  analogous  but  in  the  natiu*e  of 
the  shiiHaents  we  have  made  in  the  past  three  years  to 
the  various  leper  colonies.  This  was  first  suggested 
to  me  by  General  Wood  and  during  the  past  three  years 
the  member  companies  of  this  Association  have  dispatched 
over  1600  reels  of  film  to  the  leper  colonies  in  Fiji, 
the  Philippines,  etc.  The  films  are  not  expected  to 
be  returned,  of  course,  but  on  the  other  band  there  is 
little  likelihood  of  their  being  taken  from  these  colonies. 

I  will  appreciate  your  frank  and  personal  opinion, 
as  above  indicated,  as  to  whether  this  is  a  thing  you 
would  like  to  have  us  do,  and  if  so  be  assured  that  we 
will  find  a  way  to  provide  the  King  with  at  least  some 
of  the  country's  films. 

I  am  glad,  too,  to  have  you  bring  the  matter  to  my 
attention. 

With  kindest  personal  regards,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours. 


• 


Ootob^y  8,  1939. 


Mj  dear  Mr.  Hayai 

Thank  you  for  your  llluMlxuitlng  lottar  of 
8«ptttBber  ITthf  whidh.  1  hart  not  answ«rad  booauM 
I  was  away  for  two  waaka. 

Zt  is  a  little  hard  for  ■§  to  adrisa  you 
what  alj^t  be  done  in  this  Abyssinian  fila  situation 
beoause,  after  all,  Z  ooae  to  you  aore  or  less  as  a 
beggar.   Z  otrtainly  do  not  want  you  to  help  us  out 
In  any  way  whl^  would  be  injurious  to  any  of  your 
member  ooapanlss.  8o  far  as  we  know,  the  only  pro* 
jeotor  ia  Abyssinia  is  that  ownsd  by  ths  Clag»  who 
apparently  takes  great  delight  in  the  aoTle  shows 
at  ths  Palaos  in  Addis  Ababa.   8o  far  as  Z  oan  maks 
out,  also,  the  King  fs els  that  diploaaoy  oonslsts  in 
reoeiriiif  presents  and  for  that  rsason  if  ths  United 
0tatss  ^uld  oooasionally  show  interest  in  the  Moaaroli* 
happiness  ia  life,  we  should  probably  be  able  to  get 


on 


Ths  Ronorabls 
WUl  Hays. 

469  rifth  Arenas, 
lew  Tork  Olty. 


^ 
^ 

:<^ 


• . 


on  with  gr«at«r  Mioo«tt« 

What  Z  thoufl^t  In  writ lag  you  was  that  thara 
■ight  he  a  fila  or  two  no  longar  of  any  partioular 
ralua  to  any  of  your  oonstltuant  oompflAlao  whloli 
oould  he  aent  to  the  Legation  in  Addla  Ahaha  and 
presented  to  the  King.  Of  oourse,  X  should  not  for 
a  Bonent  want  you  to  reproduoe  the  Llndhergh  fila  at 
an  expense  of  $700  or  any  other  nuaher  of  dollars.  Is 
it  not  possihle,  howerer^  that  you  mig^t  hare  some 
news  reXo  which,  being  out  of  date^  are  no  longer  of 
any  value  to  you,  hut  whioh  would  show,  for  exaapla, 
the  hi(^  buildings  in  lew  Tork  or  any  phase  of  modem 
Aaerioan  life  whi<di  would  make  a  good  io^resQloa  on 
the  Ethiopians.  If  there  were  anything  of  that  sort 
whioh  would  literally  not  be  an  expense  to  you  to  glTS 
out  9  I  think  it  would  be  well  worth  while  to  send  it 
to  Addis  Ababa.    Z  doubt  whether  anything  in  the 
possession  of  the  King  would  be  pirated  and  oertainly 
the  Mlnieter  would  try  most  rigorously  to  prsTont  it. 

This  whole  suggestion  on  ay  part  is  ohesky  Z  realise 
and  if  yott  write  baok  and  say  "sorry,  nothing  doing*^ 
Z  shall  entirely  understand. 


Very  sinoerely. 


<^»--<^ 


\ 


■)<  * 


Department  of  State 


DIVISION  OF  NEAR  EASTERN   AFFAIRS 


America.  iNC 


Oot.    11,    1929 


Mr . \/haw : 


Mr.   Uurphy   In  PA  statoa    that    it 
would    be    r^uito    In  order   for  LIr.    ^Ja^r^g 
to  turn   the    shipment    of   the   films  over 

IL      \^^.Ti^     °^   forwarding   to   the   Lega- 
tion at   Addl3   Ababa.        He  ineeesta   that 
as   soon  as  LIr.    Hayes    Is    Info-ned   to  that 

,!7n?°.-^  °?°°^"^"^'^   ^*»    3«"^    ^0  ^A  VVhlGh 
will   tnen    Instruct  Hooaa  to   handle    the 

shipment    officially'.        Roosa'g   full 

mo??;   ^^J^«»    "^o-'    3for  Mr.    Hay'a   infor- 
mation,   la; 

I.   P.   Hoosa, 

l^.    S.   Despatch  Agent, 
45  Broadway, 

New  York. 


orpicc  or  thb  PUBaiocNr 


.0,  1929 


eaches  me  In 


buildings, 
suggestion  Is 
[will  see  If 
iS   done  shall 
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WILU   H.  HAYS 

PIIB9IOBMT 

CAML   t.  Mlt-LIKBN 


Index  Bnhead       ^f  state       /' 


!J 


OCT  23  lfl!29     j^' ,p^^I^ 


New  Yobk  Cmr 


"^^/M^, 


'> 


>4. 


/P 


or  PICK  OP  THB  PNKSIO«KT 


O^ber  10,  1929 


V^jp 


'Lfr 


Dept.  of  State 

Ron.  W.  R.  Castle,  Jr., 
Department  of  State, 
Washington,   D.  C. 

Dear  Mr.  Castle: 

Just  now  7our  letter  of  the  eighth  reaches  ae  in 
connection  with  our  friend  in  Abyssinia. 

A  news  reel  picture  showing  the  high  buildings, 
etc..  Bight  Bake  a  good  impression.  The  suggestion  is 
interesting  and  seems  to  be  possible.  I  will  see  if 
we  can*t  locate  such  a  film  and  if  this  is  done  shall 
we  send  it  directly  to  the  Minister? 

With  kindest  personal  regards,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours. 


o 

re 

IT 


I 

\ 
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■'  ">'•' 


'^-.yf 


VM^^- 
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fr^ 


.  v^.i,i5^.^  fV 


DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 

Assistant  Secretary 


October  18,   1929. 


ur^ 


* 

I  have  just  written  Mr.  Will  Hays 
concerning  the  film  he  may  decide 
to  send  to  Ithiopia.   Will  you 
please  instruct  Mr.  Roosa  on  the 


matter? 


W.  R.  0. 


A-E  WRO/AB 


f  •  A 


M. 


1 


H 
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_•_  7-  m  nm 
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r  % 


t#^%v.  ] 


'  t 
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^ 


>  ♦' 
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Ootob«r  18 »  1929. 


My  dear  Mt»  Bajbi 

Thank  you  for  your  latt«r  of  October  IOt]i« 
If  you  should  run  aoroee  a  news  reel  or  soae  other 
kind  of  picture  which  you  want  to  send  the  Cln|(  of 
Ithiopla,  it  would  be  quite  in  order  for  yon  to  torn 
the  ehipnent  over  to  Mr*  I.  P.  Aoosa,  United  States 
Despatch  Agents  45  Broadway,  lew  York,  to  forward  to 
the  Legation  at  Addis  Ababa.   Tou 


that 


the  Minister  will  be  instructed  to  giro  your  organ- 


should 


■ake 


The 


Minister  will  also  be  Instructed  to  see  to  it  that 
the  f  ila  is  used  only  by  the  Iinc«  not  for  ooBmeroial 


purposes* 


Very  sincerely. 


W.  R.  CASTLE,  JR 


The  Honorable 
Will  Bays, 

469  fifth  ATeme, 
lew  York  Oity. 
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la  mpXy  reftr  to 

FA  Oet^bor  31,  1939. 


X.  f.  Ko6UL»   Esquiro, 

tliUt«d  8tatM  DMp«.teh  Ac«it» 


4S  Bioadvftj,  I«v  Tofk  Cltjr 


Sir: 


Too  aro  aittlMzlsod  to  hoadlo  off  totally  a  ftl»  or 


f tlao  whtoli  aay  ta  tho  aoar  futoro  bo  oittt  to  roa  by  tho 


Uotloa  ?ioturo  Prodooors  and  Diotrlttttora  of  ABorlea, 
Xaoovposatod,  of  loo  York  Otty»  for  tzaaoatooloft  to  tbo 
AMrteoa  lUaiator  Rooidoat  aad  Ooaoal  Ooaoral  at  Addlo 
Ababa«  ttMopla.  Tblo  aathoxlsatioa  appUoo  oaly  to  tbo 
oao  oblpaoot.  If  aay  fllao  aro  rooolTod  by  70a  la  tbo 
fatoro  for  oblpsMt  to  Addlo  Ababa,  yoa  vlll  ploaoo  ro- 
quoit  autborltatlMi  la  oaeh  laotaaoo  for  offlolal  baadHqg. 

Tory  traly  yoiiro« 

fbr  tbo  SooTotaiqr  of  Stato: 

Wllliarj  R.  Castle,  Jr. 


Aoolotaat  Soorotary 


rA:0yL:B8H 
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NO.  107. 


P«    RECO 


AMERICAN  CO 


Addis  Abalg\.\y£i<^'i'^^ 


'^V-.^^-^.'V-  August  30th,    1929. 

•  0  p  U  * 

Ittlng  a  CQm||l'|at9£LjQuestlouiialre  for  Ttie 
an  Express  CrCmipa ' 


Inc 
ng  Hunting  and  Fishing 


of  London,    re- 
thlopia. 


DISTR 

The  honorable 


J 


TON. 


I  have  tlie  honcfr^  in  aooordance  with  Paragraph  603 
(a)  Note  1  (o)  of  the  Consular  Regulations,  to  submit 
herewith  a  reply  dated  Axigust  30th,  1929,  to  an  inquiry 


X 


with  questionnaire  received  from  The  Aia^i^ioan  Express 
Company,  Incorporated,  25  Haymarket,  London,  S*  W#  1, 
on  the  subject  of  big  game  hunting  and  fishing  in  Ethio- 
pia, for  the  use  of  their  clients. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your  obedient  servant 


ADDISON  E.  SOUTHARD, 
Minister  Sc   Consul  General. 


Letter  enclosed 
in  triplicate. 
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LEGATION  OF  THE 
ED  STATES  OF  AME 

Iddia  Ibaba, 
Ethiopia. 
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KoTember  4th,  1929 
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Tha  Hbnorabla 


O 
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Sir: 


Tha  Saoratary  of  Stat^, 
Waahlngton* 


I  hare  tha  honor  to  forward  haravlth  tranalatlon  <r 


•5 


of  a  notloa  laauad  by  tha  Ethiopian  Hlnlatry  of  Igrl- 
cultura  and  Induatry^ which  raqulraa  painlta  for  hunting 


In  Ethiopia. 


f 


Qaratofora  no  mctual  hunting  parmlta  hara  baan  t^" 

t 

qulrad*   Prasuaably  aa  a  rasult  of  tha  lack  of  raatrlc- 
tlon  thara  haa  baan  an  Inoraaalng  numbar  of  foralgn  hnnt- 
ara  ooalng  to  thla  country*   GaBa,  particularly  big 
gana,  haa  baooaa  pratty  such  daplatad*   Tha  Bthloplana 
hara  bacosa  alaxaad  and  ara  tlghtanlng  up  conaldarably 
as  to  tha  Isauanca  of  hunting  parmlta.   Qulta  a  muibar 

^  of 


I 


'-  t 


I 


•k»4-  i>^<«M«4MiMilMHi 


JT'^ 


-  2  - 


,^  Of  iverloan  hunters 


^r«at  many  anlaala 


aggregata.   This  notloa  will,  therafora,  ba  of  ooojldar- 
abla  intaraat  to  the  Inariean  Imnting  azpadltloiia  Thioh, 
it  la  asauaad,  will  froa  tlsa  to  tlMa  aaka  inq:alria8  in 
tha  Dapartment  as  to  hunting  in  Ithiopia* 

The  Sthiopians  hara  also  undar  oonsidaration  a 
aohadula  of  faea  whioh  will  haya  to  ba  paid  by  those  to 
whoa  hunting  pamita  ara  finally  issued*   Ko  offiolal 
notiea  aa  to  feea  has  yat  bean  issued  but  the  fees  are 
oonsidered  in  effeot  and  tha  following  haya  been  ob- 
tainad  by  tha  Legation  informally  fron  tha  XthiopiaJi 
Hiniatry  of  igrioultura  and  Industry:   Ilaphanta  MrfSSO 
each;  buffaloes,  lir|120  each;  lions,  MTfSO  aaeh;  leopards, 
IfffSO  each;  antelopes,  IfffS  each*   Ho  peraon  or  expedi- 
tion will  ba  giran  a  permit  for  mora  than  two  alephanta, 
four  lions,  foxir  buffaloaa,  six  laoparda,  or  eight  an- 
telopes*  The  Legation  may  find  it  possible  to  obtain 
eourtesy  permits  on  oooaaion  for  rlalting  inarioan  hunt- 
ara  of  notable  official  or  other  standing  but  no  assur- 
ance can  ba  giran  to  that  end* 

imerioan  Inquirara  may  be  informed  that  aotually 
Xthiopia  is  no  longer  a  faTorable  place  for  hunting 
big  game  because  so  maoh  has  bean  alaughterad  in  recant 


yaara*   Moat  of  the  wild  animala  of  aiza  remainimg 


pro- 


Tincial  areas* 


! 
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I  hay*  the  honor  to  b«,  sip. 


Your  o 


Xnolosure* 


>  *i 


i 


zr* 


.V, 


*^ 


I 


Ttaber  4th.  19>9.  from 
ana  ConaEnnsantral 


Translated  from 


I  HKRHUDBUL  gftVff    Iddls  Ababa.  Year  T, 

4S.  Wed  boioW  fnsr  BW/ 


Mo 


ftTpyTflTAT.  aDTICK> 


BBpfJiff  oy  PHIOPIA., 
MINISTRY  0?  AQRICUUUHB  AMD 


l.llll 


iTRY> 


Beginning  on  Tekent  lOtb,  1922  (Oetober  20th,  1929), 
all  those  who  desire  to  hunt  any  wild  beast  or  birds,  or 
to  oaptnre  this  allTe  for  export  fron  Ethiopia,  aast  ob- 
tain a  pezmlt  froa  the  Ministry  of  Agrleoltxire  and  Indus- 
try*  It  Is  hereby  forbidden  strlotly  to  hnat  or  to  oap- 
tnre any  wild  beasts  wlthont  the  required  permit. 
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AMERICA^  CQNStlLATE  GENERAL, 


OEC  4?# 


Noyember  Oth,  1929 


X.. 


I— mi 


SUBJECT:  Transmitting  Sapplemeiitary  Conment  on  Hunting  In 


•  r« 


Ethiopia,  for  tlia  American  Sxpresa  Company,  Ino., 


London. 


0/^ 


jjJdti^ 


^1 
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RY  OF  STATE 


WAS 


^.  ^r 


^2y 
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/■ 
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I  ^  ^ 
'  #)^'^ 


I  have  the  honor  to  re  far  ^^^  Consular  Despatch  No. 
107  of  August  30th,  1929,  and  to  Diplomatic  Despatch  No. 
287  of  November  4th,  1929,  on  the  subject  of  hunting  In  ^ 

f  — 

Ethiopia. 


<yi 


i£ 


In  connection  with  the  completed  hunting  and  fish-  ^ 
Ing  questionnaire  transmitted  with  the  above  mentioned   c^ 
No.  107  for  the  American  Express  Company,  Inc.,  85  Hay- 
market,  London,  S.W.I,  there  Is  now  enclosed  for  that 
flrm*s  use  the  supplementary  Information  contained  In 
Diplomatic  Despatch  No.  287,  with  regard  to  Increasing 
Ethiopian  strictness  In  the  Issuance  of  hunting  permits. 


a 


I 

r 

f  , 

■  ■* 

i 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your 


ADDISON  E.    SOXfP] 

Minister  and  Consul  General. 


.>'  f 
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Sc^ua  h 


iCAN  Consular  Sei 


FILE  -  a  L  S. 


Dear  Mr,    Hengstler: 


14.    1^ 


/\^ 


r 


^6e 


I   orn    '^ncloBing  herewith    copy   of  anvjATpyB- 
sinlan  tllDliography  whl  d^j   it   seems   to  toe  jnfB^  Ije 
of  use,    and   should   be  mode   ovoil  r?ble^^j5-6   othV* 
memlDers  of  the    service  who   are,    or  i^o  may  l)«, 
interested   in  Abyssinia;    and    I   assume  that    this 
purpose  would   be  best    served   by    sending   the    copy 
directly  to  you,    rather  thr^n  by   forwarding  it 
in    the   usual    routine  way  with   the  possibility 
that    it  would  get   into  the    files  without    coming 
to  your  attention. 


I    am, 


Very  respect  full 


■^^ 
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Aneri  con   Consul 
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A. 
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APY3SIKIA. 


1809,  1811  Lond 


Araesby,    g.    Earl    of  Wountmortis. 

voyage  and   travels   to   India.    Ceylon   and  Red    Sea. 
Abyssinia  and    ilgypt.    4   v. 
1814  Lond. 

A  voyage   to  Abyssinia  ^b  travels    into   the    interior,   nf 

languor '^?:\^'r\^^   ^'''  -^^   vocabularies' :f\°he°' 
xdiiguages    01    the   aborigines, 

1831   Lond. 


Pearce,    w 


rii^  &  adventures    of,    during  a  residence 
from   the  years   1810-1819. 


in   Abyssinia 


1834   Lond 


1343,    N 


Harper's   family    library. 


Russell,    ?fichael. 

Nubia  &  Abyssinia; 
antiquities,    arts. 


1344  Lond.  ^c   N,  Y. 


conprehending  their  civil  history 
religion,  literature  ,»c  natural  his 


story. 


Harris,    sir  William   C. 

The  highlands   of  Ethiopia,    3  V.    Record   of  Kmbassy. 
1841-1343.    1844.    Lond. 

\ 

Johnston,    c. 

Travels    in   Southern  Abyssinia. 
I860,    a,    Y. 


rvv* 


Gobat,  S, 


»  » 


1 


4, 


Journal  of  three  year' s: residence  in  Abyssini 


a. 


1853  Lond, 


/ 


/ 


Lepsius,  Dr.  K.  R.  Parkyns,  Mansfield, 
Life  in  Abyssinia,  2  v. 


/ 


/ 


^ 


':\\ 


*- 
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1854  &  1373  N.  Y. 

Taylar,  Bayard, 

A  journey  to  central  Africa,  or,  life  ^c   landscapes  from 
Egypt  to  the  ne(^ro  kingdoms  of  the  "^lite  Kile. 

1856,  1894. 

Burton,  Sir  Richard  ^. 

First  footsteps  in  East  Africa,  2  V. 
1860,  Lond.  &  Boston. 

irrapf,  J.  L. 

Travels,  researches  ^c   missionary  labors  during  an  13  years 
residence  in  eastern  Africa.  Appendix  language  &  literature 
of  Abyssinia, 

1862.  T.ond. 

Stern,  ] enry  A. 

Wanderings  among  the  Falasha  Sc   in  Abyssinia. 

1866.  Basle.  Flad,  Johann,  M^ 

A  shbrt  description  of  the  Palasha  &  Kainantas  in  Abyssinia^ 

1867.  Lond. 

Beke,  Charles  T. 
British  captives  in  Abyssinia. 
1867.  Lond. 

Routes  to  Abyssinia. 

1867.  Lond. 

Great   Britain,    Secretary   for   India. 

Tapers    on  the  Abyssinian   expedition.    Further   papers. 

1868.  Lond. 

Blanc,  Henry.  « 

Narrative    of   captivity    in  Abyssinia  with   some   account 
of  Six]uuux  Emperor  Theodore,    his   country   and  people. 

1868.    Lond. 

Chandler,    R. 

Abyssinia,    mythical  A:  historical. 
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1868,    ITartford,    Conn, 

Gage,    W.    L, 

Abyssinia  and  the  Emperor  Theodore, 
1868.  Lond, 

Henty,  G,  A. 

The  March  to  Magdala. 
1868.  Lond. 


Ilotten,  John  C, 

Abyssinia  and  its  people.  Bibliography  369-384, 


1868,  Lond, 


Plowden,  Walter  C, 

Travels  in  Abyssinia  and  Galla  country;  with  an  account 
of  a  mission  to  Ras  Ali  in  1848, 


1868,  Lond, 


Stern  Henry  A. 

The  captive  missionary,  being  an  account  of  the  country 
and  people  of  Abyssinia, 

1868,  Lond, 

Urqubort,  David, 

The  Abyssinian  War;  the  contingency  of  failure.  No,  5  of 
a  volume  of  pamphlets, 

1869.  Phila.  1908.  Lond,  Macmillan. 

Baker,  Sir  S.  White, 

The  Nile  Tributaries  of  Abyssinia  and  the  sword  hunters 
of  the  Haruran  Arabs, 

^  1869.  Lond.  Hozier,  Henry,  M, 

The  British  Expedition  to  Abyssinia, 

1869.  Lond, 

Rassam,  Horrauzd, 

Narrative  of  the  British  mission  to  Theodore,  King  of 
Ahyssinia. 

1870.  Lond. 
Blanford,  W.  T. 

Observations    on  the  geology  &  zoology   of  Abyssinia, 


*l 


m 


'.  • 
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1870.  ^,    Y. 


Head,  Sir  Francis  B. 


The  life  and  adventures  of  Bruce,  the  African  traveller 
1870.  Lond. 

Holland,  Trevenen,  J. ,  &  Hozier  H. 

Record  of  the  Expedition  to  Atyssinia, 
1870,  Lond. 

Vilkins,  H.  St.  C, 

Beconnoitering  in  Abyssinia. 

1874,  K,  Y.  Harper,  ^2.50. 
Stanley,  Henry  M. 

Cromassie  &  Magdala;  the  story  of  two  British  campaigns 
In  Africa, 

1875.  Lond. 


Jouveaxix,  Emile, 

Two  years  in  East  Africa;  Adventures 
&  Hubia  with  a  journey  to  the  source 


in  Abyssinia 
of  the  Hile. 


1876.  Lond. 


Mayo,  Dermot  R.  w,  B. ,  7th  Earl  of. 


Sport  in  Abyssinia;  or  The  Koreb  &  Tackazzee. 
1877.  Lond. 

De  Casson,  Emilius  A, 

The  crade  of  the  Blue  Nile,  2  V, 
1881.  Lond. 

Alvarez,  Francisco, 

lmVn^%''^Jt^.    Portuguese  Embassy  to  Abyssinia, 
1520-27.  In  Hakluyt  society  publications. 

1881.  Lend. 

Winetanley,  William. 
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i<:an  consulate. 


•.^^-^vjl    Arabic, 
ion  J  >r 


,    oepteuber 


IS  £7. 


3  speecli  on  ecluGatlon. 


\ 


The  Secretary  of  State, 


Washingtoi 


Sir: 


I  have  t:ie  hon.jr  to   traiis^-.it  .'lerov/ith 


i-epopo   froi: 


"Cori-C3_onaa:ace   at3t]iio_ie"   of  Aa^-ast   2£.    1S27,    of  a   sp.ech 
Given  at   tke  ::eneli::  II  adiool,    Addis  Ababa,    c^iortin  •  the  - 


to 


ersevei-cuioe  and  hiav.ei-  ideals  a-.d  ..oinUn^-  out  t:ie  need  ol  a 


T 


fuiidaraental   trainin---  i--    f.ipi*-.    >vr-,  ^r^,.  '     « 

o_axnxn.^   1..   t'leix    o\rii  lan-aa^e    oefoi'e   endeavoring: 

to    .,ialify   in  foreic:'n  lan/aa-es  aiid  uodcrn   coience. 

His  liichness,    it   is  noted,    did  not   lose   t:iis 
opjortiuiity  to   re-a.sure   the   olcer   /enerction  by  iirji-.r-  tliat 
educated  children  v/ill   becone   a  blecsin^  to   their   fa.iilios  and 
\/orUi;'   sorvaiits  of  the   State. 


cc 


n- 


^ne  ^ssui-ance   that   the   educated  -out 


of  the   comitry 

will   be  a   credit  to   their  jarents  and  relatives   spring  from  the 
prevalent   feelnr:  aiaonj  the  hases  and  Chiefs,   -./hose   sons  the 
Pri.ioe   has  Ion-  -uried  to    educate,    that   their   offs.rin^,-,    filled 
v/ith   stranje  foreioii  ideas  and  Intelectually  superior  to   their 
fathers,   vould   retui^i  011I7  to  be   dlssatisfed  v'ith  their 
and  ashai.ied   of   their  fa...ilies. 


nomes 


'2he   Prince  emphasises  tlie  potential  value  of  an  educ- 


ated --o^an^er  jencxation  to  the  State,  sii 


ice  .10  ,mo\/s  that  until 

this 
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tliis  education  becomes  more   £;eneral,    lie  \/ill   be    coupelled  to 
carry  on  indefinitely  ^onder  the    strain  of  one-iuan  eovemr.ient 
which  he  has,    at   the    cost   of  enurmous  labor^    succeeded  in 
V7hi:;^pin^:  into   sliaje*      IT  is  Ilighness  has  buen  ciUoled  as   saying 
that   there   is  not   one  Hthio.ian  to  whom  he   can  safely  assign 
any  Departi.ient  of  the   rTOverniiient  without   the   closest  personal 
supervision  and  ri^^jid  restriction*    (vide   208   of  I'arch  17,    1927 
for  a  discussion  of  various  Ethiopian  !Iinisters)  •     He  Imows  his 
need   of     instr-acteO.  help,    of  fresh  blood  and   of  capable  yo^ong 
Lien  to  v/hon  he    can  dele_:ate   the    conduct   of  public  affairs, 
relieving-  hiuiself  ^-radually  of  the   onus   of  the   thousand  and   one 
details   to   v/nich  he  has  thus   far  been  compelled  tp  a  ply  himself. 
I^n^^  of  his  Ilinisters  are   said  to  be  as  ^unconscientious  as  they 
are   inneficient. 

His  Higliness  iieveT  misses  an  opportunity  to 
pers'oade   the   elder  peneration  that   they  need  not   fear  the   con- 
seej.uences   of  education,   and  to    inspire   the  youth  with  ambitiont 

A  yo'an^:  3thio   ian  came   to   this  Consulate   a  woeh 
^€^  f    speahin^-  good  French  and  a  little  IJnglish,   and  bep£;ing  for 
permission  to   proceed  to   the  United  States   in  t^ie  juise    .f  an 
Italian   subject,    explaining;  that  he  had  been  a   clerh  in  Has 
Tafari^s  coffee   Control  Office,    and  that   although  the  Prince 
would  approve  his  depart^are,   his  ovrn  father  './as   stubbornly 
opposed  to   it,    ^lest   I  be  ashamed  of  him  when  I  retui^n".     The 
applicant   said  that  he  had  come   to  Aden  secretly,   hoping  to   go 
to  America  without  his  father^ s  loiowledge   or  consent.     He  v/as 
of  course  advised  to  tet*arn  to  Ac.dis  Ababa  and  discuss  the  matter 
f'ortlier  with  his   father  and  if  possible  with  the  Prince,   v.iiich  he 
'apparently  agreed  in  the   end  to   do#     The  yo^ong  man  appeared  to 

be 
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be  of  jood  fajiilly  aiid  assured  ne  tliat  his  financial  resources 
were  miliinitedt  ITe  had  first  asl:ed  for  a  position  as  clerl: 
in  this  Consulate,  at  any  nominal  salary,  apparently  hoping 
thus  to  smooth  the  \;ay  to  the  early  acciuisition  of  a  visa* 

Ras  Safari,  if  he  lasts,  may  overcone  this  general 
resistance  to  progress  in  time  to  sui^ro-'ond  himself  with  capable 
£;overnment  servants •   Signs  pf  v/^]:ening  on  the  part  of  the 
feudal  lords  are  il'lustaated  by  the  fact  that  a  doL>en  or  so 
of  their  sohb  have  already  tahen  up  their  studies  in  the  United 
States  and  I^uropet 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Cir. 


Your  most  obedien 


Bjnes  Loder  ?arh, 
?ican  Vice  Consul, 


Enclosurcit 


From  "Correspo  device 

d'S-.hiopie^': 

^TIIS  PJC^rlilil?   rJSISSS 

upon  EDUCATIOIT"t 


I 


COPY.  Enclosm-e    (a) 

Jo^onial :      "Correspondance   d^2tliiopio^^ , 
Place:      AdcLis  A'^aba,    2tliiopia, 
Date:     Au^ast   22,    1S27. 


LE  HiJC^Ii:^  D'JSlIIOPIi;,    TAFFAIil  ILACOlIlIjIii ,    CISIS^TE 

SUP.  lA  ir^JCEssiTE  DE  L^nrsL^irjc^ioii  KisLi^vJi^  l^is 

so::  PAYS. 


A  1^  occasion  d^mie   fete   a  I'Ecole  Uenelil:  II  a  Addis 
Ababa,    a  la.^uelle  assistaient  1^  Iinpei-atrioe,    le   Ilejent   et  le 
corps  dlplo:.iati(iue,    le  ?we;^'ent     ronoica,    en  lanje   aniliarAoue,    le 
disc ours   suivant : 

"Bien   cuie   1 '  iiidependance   de   l^Etliiopie,    pays  neutre , 
soit   co:mue  de   I'^oiiivers   entier,    inde;;endance   dont   les   orij[;ines 
reiuontent   aux  epoc^ues  les  plus   j:*ec'alees,    elle  a  nanifeste   en 
192S"ile   djsir  d^en.rer  daiis  la   Societe   des  :Tatio2is   coi.irae  nembre 
de   cet':e   fai'iille  de   peupleSt     ITous   so  xies   tous   convaincus  de 
la  nece..site   de    creep  des   ecoles  zfln  de   faire  apprecier 
davaiitgje   le   concoars   uue  iiotre  pays  pouiu^a  a  porter  a  ce   ^-rand 
oeuvre  Iroinanitaire .      3a  Llajeste   l^Empere^ar  r.renelilc,    apres  avoir 
.^'ouveme   lon£;tei:ips  notre   pays  dans  le   cadre   de   ses  co_it^.unes, 
s^est   I'endu  cor.ipte   des  les  premiers    Jour  de    contact  de   son  pays 
avec  l^etran^-er  de   1^  insuff  isance   de   1^  instruction  locale   et   il 
pense   a  doter  notre   pays  des   institutions   scolairest      C^est 
pr  jcise:.;ent  dans   cette  noble    idee    qu^  il  a  cree   cette   premiere 
ecole   ou  les  langues  etran£:eres   ont   cc^ivience   a  etre   enseiciiees# 
Poui^  donner  l^eiiemple   aux  cliefs  et  au  peuple,    il  a  miib  lui  le 
_renier,    dans  cettee   ecole   les  enfant s  de   sa  fanille   et   les' 
enfants   eleves  a  la  co-jir   imperiale.    Je    suis   fier  d^etre  un  des 

premiers 
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IJiiQlosui^e    (a) 


premiers   eleves  cle   cette   ecole.      ?erso?rie  ne  douto  de   la  vivacite 
d^  esprit   de   la    ieirmerjse    ethio:_^  e:me,    ni   de   le-oi^  a  -dente   jacsion 
i:^our  les   etudes.      A  I'aippui   de    oette   a:^flroation   je    rais   con- 
stater   ou'en  ddliors  des   enfants   ^.uo  novis   envoyons  a  l^etran^^'er 
pour  s^  l:istruire ,    apres   avoir   fait  luie    selection  ^'armi  les  plus 
intellijents,    il  y  a  des   enfants    pai,    s^eloi^iiant  du  foyer  pat- 
ernel,    voiit  a  I'etranper  poui^  clierclier  a   satisfaire  leurs  aspir- 
ations,    llombreux  sont   catix  ce    .^ui,    par    size   travail   intellectuelle, 
sont   ^jarvenus  a  un  der-res   tel   cu^ils   sont   aujourd^iiu*.   a  Lienie   de 
servir  leur  patrie  •      Un  ^prand  n  i.fore  d' enfants  venant   des  prov- 
inces  ou  liaoitant  la   capitale   sollicitent  avcc  une   toucnante   insls- 
tance   d^entrer   dans  les   ecoles,    anii.ies  d^un   seul   desir  de   SSiiis- 
truire .      II   faut  done   croer  'oeaucoup  d^  ecoles   ou  1' instruction 
cue   ces   enfants  recevront   sera  avant   t.ut  dans  leur   intoret  personn- 
el  et   ensuite   deviondra  ^oxi  sujet   de   fierte   poui^  notre   ^oavemernent 
et   la   Joie   et   le   l^orJieur  pour  "es   enfants.      II  ne   faut   pas  SS 
etoiL'ier    si  les   enfants   t^ui   recoivent  une    instr-uction   superie'o:'/^ 
benissent  leurs  parents.      Co..ime   C^est  uii   prand  avanta^^e  de   co::n- 
aitre   au  fozid  la  lan^jae  :.iatemelle   et  la  plie^e    (la  lanyae   alicienne 
des  ntliiop  ens)    il   est  absoll-oraent  necec:::aire   cue   les   chefs  aient 
au  coe^ui"^  de   creer  des   ecoles  dans  le^ors  pays  poui^  donner  aux 
enf^its  l^ali:.ient   de   l^usprit  afin  de   les  mieux  preparer  a  recevoir 
1^ instruction  etranpere,    car  il   est   indeniable     ue   pour  etudier 
les   sciences,    il   indispensable   de    se  perfectioriner  d^abord  dans 
sa  lanpue  iuaternelle,   autrement   ce    serait   constr^alre  'o-ie  naison   sur 


du   sable . 


o  - 


dos  noLibreuic  I^tliiopiens   c.jnt   arrives  a   sei^ir  notre 


r:ouvemei:ient   ce  IT^est     .as   seuleiuent  par  leur  coimaisLance   de  lang- 
ues   etranjeres   q.u'ils  ont  ac guises  2^v  leui'  traviil  parseverant 
,..ais  c'est  d^abord  par  L» etude   serieuse  ae  leur  nropre  lan£5'ae. 

Le 
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le   conseil    ._ue    Jo   vais  do  nior  aiu:  eleves  da   cette 
ecole   est   celui-ci:     Lr,   joie   dUm  ^i-aiiD  .')ere  est   dc   voir   L;es 
..etits   enfants:   votre    Joie    sera  celle  D 'e:isei£f.i'-jr  a  votro 
tour  a.x[x  _lus  jetits    jao  vous,    da  s  le  li.ite  de  lUntellir- 
oiice   dont  la  Providence  void   :::.'atif iera;    Je  voiis  jrie   de  ne 
Jamais  rechopclier  l»i}iteret   pa:  sa-er  et   si,   a  force   du   zele 
et   d»mi  persevera2it  labeur,    vous   fir^iiseL  par  ac./airir  mie 
instruction  suffisante,    ce'o::   ^ui  vous   dedai:;nent  vous  res- 
pect eront,    ceu:c  ._ui  vous  liaicsenf  vous  aiaeront;    enforcer 
vous  de   re^ardcr  toujoui's  plus  ::aut." 


oOo 


COPY. 


Inclosure    (o) 


Jo"anial :      "Corres^^-^ondance   d']i]thiojie"  , 
Place:      Addis  A"'aba,    Abyssinia, 
Late:   August   22,    1927* 


•HE  xSGEiTT  CF  :^iio:bia,  tafahi  ix:o:^"Sii, 


IIISISTS    uPOi:  til:  ITJi^D.FOIl  PUBl^IC   iCDUCAT. 

lo::  n:  :iis  couitthy^ 


At  a  i-ecajtion   in  tlie  Addis  Ababa  I]cole  rienelil:  II 
attended  by  the  impress,    the   AOjeiit   c'nd  tlie  Di  lor.iatic 
CoT'^s,    tlie   rwe£;ent     :ave   the   ±ol   ov/inc   s'^eeoh   in  xiu/Jiaric: 

«fc  W  ^^  ^.^  S_«  ate 

^'AlthoU;i;h  the    inde;^)endence   of  ::'thiojia,    a  neutral 
country,    is  lai  A'/n  tlirou.:iiout   the  world,    an   inde'oendence   the 
ori^^lns   of  v/hioh  date   bach  to   the  nost  ancient   tines,    she 
manifested   in  IS' 2      the   desire   to    Join  the  Lea;j'ue    of  Z^ations 

as   a  ...e..;ber  of   that   family  of  i"^eoplos#      '.Ve   are   fully  con- 


vinced  of  the   nece    sity  of  establishiny  .schools   for  the 


;jvj?joso    of  furtl.er  ^^roLiotinr-  an  -wLnderstanding  of  co-operation 
which   our   co^ontry  ::ay  lend  to    this  yreat  humanitarian  xrorlz. 
His  -Ajesty,    the   Dmperor  TTenelih,    after  having  lon^'  g-^vemed 
our  country  according;  to    its   o;m  jenoral   customs,    realized 
from  the   earliest   days   of  the   contact   of  his   comitry  with 
forei£,ii  co"antrles,    the    inade:^:acy   of  domestic   education, 
an"    considered  endowing;  our   oo^ditry  v/ith   scliolastic   institut- 
ions*     It  './as  precisely  \/ith   this  noble    idea  that  he  establish- 
ed this   first   school,   \/here   forei£;n  lan.jaages  have   commenced 
to   he   tauglit*      In  order  to   jive   the   oxa. :ple   to   th^   Chieftains 
and  ^eople,   he  himself  was  the   fi  -st   to   place    in  this   school 
thj    children  of  his   ovrn  family,    as  well  as   the   children 

reared 
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roared  at  t'le  i:.i serial  oalace.   I  a:.:  ■)r  rad  to  \-)q   one   of   t-ie 


.'^  • 


iTzt   students   of  this    school*     l^o   one   doubts   the   !:eenness 


oj?  ..:ind   of  the   Hthioiaii  70uth  nor  t'leir  ardent  nassion  for 


leamin-jt  I  can  assui^e  70U,  moreover,  tliat  in  addition  to 
the  70  uij  :">eople  sleect^d  frou  tho  most  brilli.nt,  ■..hiom  \:e 
send  abroad  :';or  c^d'.toauion,  t'lere  ai^e  childi-en  ..ho,  renoved 
fro:.i  their    "^abernal  heai'th,    ^-o   abroad   to    se  :h  satisfaction 


for  tlieir  a..;bitions« 


Inhere   ai-e   :.:an7  ^— ^   ^^  virtue    of 


intellectual    0   fort,    l^ave  risen   to    uuch  c ji.vetenGy  as   to   be 


tola7   in  a  ;:_")osition    \:o    serve    t'leir   couiitryt 


A  jreat  uan;;,' 


^   • 


Ciiiidi-en.  coming   from  thj  ProYinces   or  living;  in  the   Capital, 
seen  ivith  to.ichi'n^-   insistence   to    ^^^nter  tlij    schools,    ani^iated 


b:,-   thto    sin^^:le   desire    of  accuirinr:  ^ji   eduGat-.on#      It    i::.   tliere- 


u 


fo'/e   t;ssenti:.l   to 


establish   ::an;^    schools  \:AerQ   the    insti*uc'j 


ion  '..hicli   these    c"  ildren  *..ull   :/eceive  v;ill   be   above   all    in. 
theii'   oypA    ^Oa/sonal    in.tei'est   auid  './ill   ;:lti:.iatel7  becoue   a 


.lat'.ei-    ..^f  pride   tj    our  0-vem:.:ent   and   of   J  07  and 


ros'^eritv 


to   tlieir   relatives. 


It    is  no   cause   for   sur^u^ise 


J. 


Ghat   c'lild- 


nen  \i^^.o   receive    su'oerior   iristrnction  \/ill   becoue    a  ble    sinr; 
to   their   families.      As    it    is  a     i-^eat   advantaje   to   possess 
..   basic  -onderstarxdin.;:   of  the   uother-tonrrae   a:id  of  "'b.eze    (the 


ancient  I]thiojia:i   ton^-^tie),    it   is   absolutel7  nece 


J, 


sar7   t-iat 


the   Cbiiefs  liave   at  heart   the   fo-oiidation  of   schools    in   their 
respective   countries,    to   give    to    tlie   7outh    .he   aj-i  ;ents   of 
the  riind,    t]:e   batter   to   prepare   then   for  tbio   rece   tio:i  of 
foreiui   education,    for  it   is  'undeniable   that   in  order   to 
..tud^'  tbxe   sciences,    it   is   indispensable   to   becor.e   perfected 
first   of  all    in  the  uother-ton£;ueotherv;ise   it  would  be  build- 


inp  a  b.ouse   upon   sand 


If  i.ian;;,^  Ut'iiopians  have    oualified  to 


serve 


"t    -t^* 
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serve   Olu^  C-overiij-ient,    tliis   is  not  only  l^'j  Yii^tae   of  tlielr 
'2iAileCije   of  forei^^i  lan^Ma^^es,    ucuuired   oy  tiiior  i>jrseverin£* 
effort,    but     .Iso   by   tli-j   cerio'as    ::tucly   of   tliolr   ./.rn  lan^iaye. 


^he   Coirisel  ^r.iicli  I   ai.i  .':oinc'  to   ;:ive   to   t'.io 


'upil^   of  tills   scliool   is   tliis:      Slie    Joy  of  a   fatliei-    is   to   see 


].is   litt 


( 


e   oiiildren;   youi^  lia^M^ineLs  v;ill   be   in  teacninj  tlie 


next   jeiieration,    to   t";o   f-oll   e::tent   of  tlie    r/oility  wliicli 
Providence  will   bestow  "a"oon  yon:    I  besoec'i  y  u  never  to   '^erinit 
yo"JLi*   i}iterest  to  \;ane,    and   if  by   t'le    sheer  yower  of  Loal   and 
yerseverir.y  labor  you  couylete   your   studies   end   obtain  an 
auevyiate   odacation,    tliose   v/no   despise   you  will   respect  you, 
and  tnose  m'lO  liate  you  will   love  you;    . strive   al\;ays   to   ain 
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LEGATION  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

Add la  Ababa, 
Ethiopia,  NoYember  5tli,   1928 


No*  90 
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Tbe  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  my  Diplomatic  Despatch 
No*  88  of  October  30th,  1928,  suggesting  Indications  of 
a  movement  towards  general  moral  and  social  refoim  In 
Ethiopia,  and  to  transmit  herewith,  as  further  evidence 
In  that  connection,  a  recently  published  official  da<nree 
In  the  matter  of  compulsory  education* 

The  decree  transmitted  herewith  has  been  translated 
from'  the  Amharlc  which  Is  not  an  elastic  language  and 

Involves 
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InyolTes  aoine  dlffioulty  in  aooomplishiog  tlie  detailed 
meaninga  easily  ei^ressed  In  English.   Henoe  the 
oooaslonal  apparently  awlcvard  phraseology  of  the 
translation  herewith. 

NatlTe  Ethiopian  education  has  for  oenturles  been 
little  more  than  reading  and  writing  taught  along 
religious  lines  by  the  priests.   More  extenslTS 
education  has  had  to  be  obtained  abroad*   During  the 
last  thirty  years  particularly  there  has  been  some 
dsTelopment  of  Occidental  elementary  schools  maintained 
usually  by  missionary  or  related  organizations  of  which 
the  French  and  Swedish  haye  been  most  actlTS.   In  very 
recent  years  the  present  Regent  of  the  fiapire,  King 
Tafari  Malconnen,  has  endowed  a  school  in  which  imported 
teachers  are  employed  to  carry  on  instruction  in  French 
somewhat  along  European  and  American  lines.   The 
Empress,  inspired  presumably  by  the  example  set  by  the 
Regent,  has  rcYlYed  and  endowed  a  similar  school  in 
Addis  A.baba. 

These  two  socalled  government  schools  maintained 
by  the  Empress  and  Regent,  respectiyely,  and  the  less 
thsm  half  a  dozen  missionary  schools,  proTlde  the  only 
local  opportunity  for  Ethiopian  youth  to  acquire 
education  as  the  Occidental  sees  it*   There  are  no 
higher  schools.   These  elemsntary  schools  all  together 
can  take  care  of  less  than  a  thousand  young  Ethiopians, 

mainly 
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malnly  boys.   There  are  no  reliable  estimates  as  to  the 
I  number  of  children  of  school  age  In  thf  country,  but  the 

total  population  may  be  reasonably  estimated  at  10, 000, 000. 
ObYlously  the  number  of  children  must  be  considerable. 


V 

t 

r 
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This  decree  transmitted  herewith  Is  Intended  to  make 
education  compulsory*   However,  It  prorldes  no  additional 
machinery,  secular  or  religious,  for  the  purpose.   In 
Ethiopian  opinion  the  state  church  has  always  given 
education  to  the  extent  of  Its  capacity*   i.s  this  decree 

provides  no  additional  capacity  its  material  effect  can 

■i 

.  not  yet  be  great.   On  the  other  hand  its  moral  effect 

i 

I  is  and  will  be  considerable.   The  Sthlopians  are 

f 

J  developing  a  consciousness  of  need  for  education.   The 

decree,  while  primarily  a  gesture  resulting  from  the 


j;  recent  coronation  of  the  Regent,  is  indirectly  a 

i  recognition  of  that  consciousness*   It  is  the  first 


I 


official  and  direct  recognition  of  the  sort.   It 
should,  therefore,  have  at  least  the  moral  effect  of 
influencing  the  establishing  of  regular  aohools. 

Excepting  the  chief,  who  is  a  secular  official 
appointee,  the  Ethiopian  state  church  has  three  classes 
of  employees  or  agents*   First  come  the  actual  priests, 
next  the  chanters,  and  last  the  deacons*   All  are 
regular  or  religious  members  of  the  church  body  and  as 
such  are  supported  from  offlolally  endowed  church 
*.  properties.   Of  the  three  classes  the  chanters  are  the 

better 
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better  educated.   As  their  title  iifdioates  they  ohant  or 
sing  in  the  ohuroh.   They  hare  muoh  spare  time  which  is 
devoted  mainly  to  intellectual  pursuits.   They  are  the 
scholars  of  the  country.   They  do  the  teaching  of  the 
youth  of  the  coimnunity.   It  may  be  here  remarked, 
parenthetically 9  that  a  study  of  the  Ethiopian  state 
church  on  its  practical  and  temporal  side  as  distinguished 
from  the  theological  (with  which  we  are  not  practically 
concerned)  will  be  subnitted  from  this  office  within  a  few 
months  or  as  soon  as  I  shall  haye  been  able  to  complete 
I  the  quite  tedious  collection  and  checking  of  the  necessary 

I  data.   Best  so\irces  of  information  are  mainly  oral. 

\  In  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  decree  herewith 

\  transmitted  it  may  be  noted  that  the  chiefs  of  the  chant- 

\ 

ers  are  required  to  do  the  instruction.   The  paragraph 
reelly  means  that  the  chief  chanters  are  responsible 
thsmselyes  and  for  their  subordinate  chanters  for  the 
required  instruction.   They  hare  always  voluntarily  taken 
such  responsibility.   The  decree  merely  makes  official 
t  what  has  for  centuries  been  voluntarily  established.   Of 

course  the  decree  may  accentuate  attendance  of  the  children, 
but  this  may  not  be  worth  muoh  if,  as  is  understood,  the 
chanters  are  already  well  occupied  to  the  limit  of  the 
means  available. 

The  chanters  teach  practically  nothing  more  than 
reading  and  writing  in  Gheez.   niis  is  strictly  a  church 

language 
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language  of  ancient  origin  and  lias  no  use  in  every  day 
Ethiopian  life*   The  child  is  first  taught  to  learn  and 
recite  in  this  language  the  Book  of  DaTid  around  which 
all  Ethiopian  religious  practice  centers.   He  often 
learns  this  by  memory  without  knowing  what  it  means. 
Apparently,  however ,  the  drilling  trains  his  mind  to 
some  extent  and  endows  him  with  ambition  and  ability  to 
learn  mainly  by  his  own  effort  to  read  and  write  the 
national  and  commonly  used  imharic  language.   So  far 
as  can  be  ascertained  no  effort  is  made  by  the  chanters 
to  teach  arithmetic,  geography,  or  other  than  the  read- 
ing, and  sometimes  writing,  of  Geeze. 

The  fifth  paragraph  of  the  decree  is  interesting 
and  shows,  perhaps,  the  influence  of  the  Empress.   Her 
Majesty  had  doubtless  approved  of  this  official  order 
of  the  Regent  but,  being  very  devout,  wishes  to  insure 
that  education  alone  will  not  take  precedence  over 
spiritual  teaching.   Accordingly  the  chiefs  of  the 
churches  are  commanded  to  see  that  there  is  no  let  up 
in  the  latter  activity.   These  chiefs  of  churches  are 
usually  merely  government  officials  who  act  as  business 
managers  of  the  respective  parishes.   They  are  of 
secular  character  and  usually  do  not  themselves  actually 
engage  in  spiritual  leading  or  instruction.   They  do, 


however,  command  the  priests  in  such  activities. 


The 


'i 


•• 


( 
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The  sixth  paragraph  of  the  decree  is  also  reaarlcahle 
in  that  it  prescribes  the  taking  up  of  what  will  in  effect 
amount  to  manual  labor  by  a  people  who  haye  always  scorned 
such  as  undignified.   The  carpenters,  machinists,  masons, 
and  all  sorts  of  mechanics  or  skilled  workmen  in  Ethiopia 
are,  with  rare  exception,  aliens  such  as  Jirmenians,  Greeks, 
Arabs,  British  Indians,  etc*   Coamnon  labor  is  done  mainly 
by  the  Gorages  and  others  of  the  conquered  and  subject 
tribes  of  the  country.   The  true  Ethiopian,  under  the  old 
and  still  existing  feudal  form  of  gOTernment  and  society, 
has  been  always  a  soldier,  priest  or  gOTermnent  official. 
Now  his  children,  by  gOYemment  decree,  will  be  taught 
trades.   Another  eyidence  of  the  great  and  practical 
wisdom  of  His  Majesty,  King  Tafari  uakonnen.  Regent 
Plenipotentiary  and  Heir  to  the  Throne. 

So  far  as  this  office  is  able  to  gauge  the  not 
actiYcly  expressed  native  Ethiopian  public  opinion  this 
decree  meets  with  faTor  in  all  respects.   It  may  have 
no  immediately  practical  results,  but  it  is,  so  to  speak, 
a  step  in  the  right  direction  and  a  very  unusual  as  well 
as  most  commendable  deyelopment  in  the  interests  of  this 
country  of  exceptional  natural  riches. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  obedient  se 


Enclosure. 


^'  M 


« -i 


v 


♦•r 


•% 


Snolosure • 


DECREI  OF  EDUCATION. 


(Pabllshed  Ootober  24th,  1928) 


— oOo — 


In  order  that  the  children  of  Ethiopia  may  acquire 
the  ability  to  discriminate  between  good  and  eyll,  and 
In  order  that  they  may  learn  to  fear  the  King  and  the 
Creator,  all  parents  are  hereby  required  to  provide  for 
their  children  appropriate  education  of  reading  and 
writing.   The  penalty  for  failure  to  do  this  will  be  a 
fine  of  fifty  thalers  (UTf 50.00) • 

Such  fines  shall  go  to  the  Church  for  the  purchase 

* 

of  food  and  clothing  for  the  poor. 

All  Priests  of  the  Church  who  are  confessors  are 
hereby  c  harged  to  exhort  their  oonfesslonlsts  to  educate 
their  children.   If,  after  exhorting  them  two  or  three 
times,  they  fall  to  respond  appropriately,  their  names 
must  be  given  to  the  district  chief  as  breakers  of  the 
laws. 

All  the  chiefs  of  the  chanters  In  the  provincial 
churches  are  required  to  Instruct  the  children  of 
parishioners  to  read  and  write.   This  Is  to  be  done 
In  addition  to  their  regular  duties. 

All  chiefs  of  Churches  are  required  as  well  not  to 
diminish  their  teaching  of  spiritual  knowledge.   They 
should  preach  appropriately  to  the  end  that  parishioners 
may  profit  by  knowing  the  Creator.   Those  who  do  not  so 
teach  will  be  punished  by  loss  of  their  positions. 

Fathers 


I 
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Snolosure . 


Fathers  are  also  exhorted  that,  after  haying  their 
ohildren  taught  to  read  and  write,  they  should  re<iuire 
instruotion  in  a  preferred  trade  to  the  end  that  the 
ohildren  may  haye  less  difficulty  in  earning  a  liyelihood. 

Should  fathers  fail  to  teaoh  their  ohildren  a  trade 
they  will  pay  an  indemnity  of,  say,  fifty  thaler s  (MT$50.00) 
to  a  school  for  the  poor* 

The  aboye  requirements  apply  to  children  between  the 
ages  of  seyen  and  twenty  one.   Those  who  are  outside 
these  limits  shall  not  haye  their  fathers  fined  for  fail- 


ing to  educate  them. 
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Appointment  of  ProfasBor  Prank  Irneet  Work  as  educational 
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President 


NAMK 
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REGARDING: 


aift  from  President  of  U«S#  to  the  Prinoe  Hegent 

of  Sthiopia.  3et  of  MooreU  International  Law  Digest* 

Informs  that  it  is  a  time-honored  and  traditional  praotioe 

of  the  Sthiopian  Court  for  each  newly  appointed  representatlre 

of  a  foreign  aoremnMit  to  present  a  gift  to  the  ruling 


Mooaroh*  It  is  onstomaiy  to  present  gifts  to  both  the 
Bq;>ress  and  Prinoe  Regent*  Silrer  bowl  to  be  presented 
as  a  gift  to  the  Bq;>ress# 
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^v^^     ^ 
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In  regpoBM  to  the  r«q[a0it  of  Tndo  Oooniooioaor  lalph  J. 

Ghootoovgh, ttaa  Lofefttioa  arraacod  )ij  qpMtil  offortfOa  sodioaoo 
with  lit  Majostj.tho  Kias,  190&  hi*  Tioit  to  Ithiopia  to  otodj 
tho  satoaotiTO  indastX7. 


»l 


■'lift,  a 


«<* 


XJbt-aL.^  .»::ii.'    ...^  ',.s^•,.*#^ •«*•"'*'*-* ■*'^"*-**^ •*-*** 


k  ^'l.>^ii 


*a 


•8. 


,# 


SUBJICTt 


AfleUt«BO«  to  Tfim  g— ilMlonT  RtXpli  J«  CIm«-> 
tooui^  •&  His  TUi%  U  tthivpUu 


THX  BONOIUBLI 


SIRt 


THI  8SCRKIART  OF  STiTS, 
WlSHINOrON* 


I  her*  th«  honor  to  roport  that  AutoaotlTO  TroAo  Com* 
alooionor  Rolph  J*  Choobroucb  ot  tbo  Dttr—tt  of  Foroli^  oiiA 
DOBOfltlo  COMWioo  it  about  to  ooaoludo  o  Tlolt  of  o  for^ 
ai(Sht*o  durotloa  in  Addio  Abobo« 

Mr*  OlioobroiMi^*  •  imrpooo  hoo  boon  to  aoko  on  iaroo- 

KiTo  oituotion  in  Ktbiopia,  oltbiiih 


tii9«tiMi  of  tbo  m 
tbio  LOflotion  ant  Conoalato  Oonorttl  boA  roooatly  oorrlod 
ottt  o  tborouifb  oiwiloT  iBTootigstioA  and  mbMlttod  Torious 
roporto  mm  m  rooult  tboroof  •      Mr*  Cboobroii^  boo  noror 


boforo  boon  in  Kthiopio  onA  boo,  of 


,  doponAoA 


portoatly  on  thio  offioo  for  tho  ooctonoiTt  oooiotonoo 
<Iuirod  in  mokini;  opproprioto  oontooto  and  for  tho  ooaoiAor* 
oblo  background  infonaition  noooooarj  to  9iiAm  him  in  bio 
work*   All  indioatod  asoiotanoo  and  infomation  boo  boon 


proMptlj  and  ruUy 


Tho  undoraignod  poraoaally 


oonduotod  Vr*   Cboobrough  to  ooll  on  ooao  of  tbo  loading 
■orobantoi  and  during  bio  otay  boo  ]>roTidod  bia  with  a 
moiibor  of  tho  offloial  a  toff  to  aooiot  in  fitrtbor  intro* 


daotiono,  intorproting,  oto*,  oto« 


m 


i 


3 
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^ 


^ 


<aM 


ii' 


In  r««poBs«  to  Ur*  diMibrvai^*  i  dvslrt  woA  ?•* 


q:a«0t  th«  L«^%lon  %f  spMitX  tffoirt  arraaitd  for  Mm 


an  8u41«noo  with  Hlo  UAjoot/i  %h»  Klat«  /    Iatro4tto- 
tioao  to  tho  Minlttor  of  7oar«is&  ATfoiro,  and  to  ottaor 
Itliloplon  offloiftlt  and  notoibXoo,  «oro  alM  amuicod* 


MABf  othor  ooiurtooloo  woro  sbooB  Ur*  Ohootoouit^^ 


I  liart  tbo  hooior  to  bo»  sir^ 

Tour  o^oAioat 


/ 


ADDX80H  £•    .OOUTTURD 

Mlnlator  ond  Gonial  o«neral« 
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126*.1214/l6a -^-FOR P««E»toh..¥46 


FROM ...    .^-^••>-^.* 
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1—1117    o  r  o 


REGARDING:    Fourth  of  July  celebration^  Reoeption  and  dinner 

given  by  Aaerioan  Hinieter  reeidesit^ 


* 
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W 


4 


^* 


r 


-^      , 


■^ 
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DIVISION  or  NCA" 
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21,191^ 


LAW  OFFICES 

ULTON    BRYLAW8KI 

30I-S04  JENIFER  BLD6. 
ASHINarON.     O.     C. 


Bear  tfr-Carr: 

i^',  t^oili  the  BritiBH 
GoverxMftett^  •  ^ 


^jf^i^etfff^ 


o\r^^r.^Or?  or 

THE   CO:^iStiL.An   S"::-l>'lCE 

JUN     10    1915 


Juna  18, 


'^'Vvi    /  A^JyV-J^      ' 


rtment, 
ngton,  D.  C. 


JUN    21  1915 
oiy«8ioMO 


7^   i  ^^^U^^^iu^  2J^ , 

erioan  Jewish  Committee  is  very 


L 


•f  the  oonditlons  prevailing  in 
aa  the  Palashaa ,  or  Ahyssinian 
re  are  said  to  be  about  fifty 


thousand,  are  concerned •   Rumors  have  reached 
the  Committee,  that  owing  to  general  war  condi- 
tions there  is  great  poverty  prevailing  and  that 
in  addition,  cholera  and  other  plagues  are 
ravaging  the  country. 

As  this  government  no  longer  has  a 
consular  representative  in  that  country,  we 
would  like  the  Department  to  cable  the  consul  at 


Aden  and  also  to  the  British  Consulate  in  Abyssinia 
for  a  report  of  existing  conditions*   You  under- 
stand, of  course,  that  the  Committee  will  defray 
the  expenses  of  these  cablegrams  as  heretofore. 


Thanking  you,  I  am 


Ve^  slncer 


ours. 


fb/ika 
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/. 


%>- 


n 


rs 
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Ifr.  ?atM7s 


'jfM^i^et^^ 


THE   CONSULAR   S"::-7>/lCE 

JUN  19  1915 


aopr« 


throvtl^  ***  ■ 


not 


iroB***^ 


«»• 


W.J-0 


tment , 
;ton,  D.  C. 


WMR  MV1BM  AffiKI 


rloan  Jewish  Committee  la  very 


|f  the  conditions  prevailing  In 
.8  the  Falashas,  or  Ahysslnlan 
e  are  said  to  be  ahout  fifty 
thousand,  are  oonoerned.  Rumors  have  reached 
the  Committee,  that  owing  to  general  war  condi- 
tions there  Is  great  poverty  prevailing  and  that 
in  addition,  cholera  and  other  plagues  are 
ravaging  the  country. 

As  this  government  no  longer  has  a 
consular  representative  in  that  country,  we 
would  like  the  Department  to  cable  the  consul  at 


Aden  and  also  to  the  British  Consulate  in  Abyssinia 
for  a  report  of  existing  oonditlons.  You  under- 
stand, of  course,  that  the  Committee  will  defray 
the  expenses  of  these  cablegrams  as  heretofore. 


A 

PI 


»  « 


Thanking  you,  I  am 


Ve^  slncer 


ours, 


t^Ihul 


o 


:« 


CO 


j^t. 


■'~^,v 


vr^^r- 


>^*^it^ 


r* « 


* 


l«  •■»OII«  ALL  TKI   COUWTt    OF 
hCT  OP  COLUMSIA.  TM  ^UPMIMB 
»F    THI    UNITBO    STATW  4kHO    THB 
It      Di^T*     or    TMl     OOVtnMMBMT 


COPYRIOHT    MATTERS 
CLAIMS 


LAW  OFFICES 

Fulton   Brylawski 

901304  JENIFER  BLDG. 
WASHINOTON.     D.     C. 


TILIPNOH 


'/t^t  ^«6Ti>. 


JunrrST  T5T5: 


Hon.   Wllljur  J.    Car 


State  Department, 


-'V-^ 


Washington,   D.    C. 


orma^ 


JUN    21  1915 

NBMPI  KMVTIfM  MVAVB, 


Lear  Mr*    Carr: 


7^    /r  ^^^ud^0^^iu^*^  if^T , 

The  American  Jewish  Committee  ia  very 


L 


anxious  to  know  of  the  conditions  prevailing  in 
Abyssinia  so  far  as  the  Palashaa,  or  Ahyssinian 
Jews,  of  whom  there  are  said  to  be  about  fifty 
thousand,  are  concerned.   Rumors  have  reached 
the  Committee,  that  owing  to  general  war  condi- 
tions there  is  great  poverty  prevailing  and  th^t 
in  addition,  cholera  and  other  plagues  are 
ravaging  the  country. 

As  this  government  no  longer  has  a 
consular  representative  in  that  country,  we 
would  like  the  Department  to  cable  the  consul  at 


Aden  and  also  to  the  British  Consulate  in  Abyssinia 
for  a  report  of  existing  conditions.   You  under- 
stand, of  course,  that  the  Committee  will  defray 
the  expenses  of  these  cablegrams  as  heretofore. 


A 


t  4 


Thanking  you,  I  am 


Vej^  slnoer 


ours. 


fb/ima 
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Bepattment  of  State, 


WtuAcrmlon,       Jtme   21,   1915. 
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rr 


d^ 


M  i^>.  J''^^^'^*jfeeque8t  British  Foreign  Office  to  have  British 

oonsnlar  officers  A'byssinla  report  oondition  of  Palashas. 
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Enciphered  by 


4'V\  \o>vf 


Sent  by  operator 


M., 


.191     , 


Xmia  U.-n:  S«. 
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FLAlKt 


\ 


S^m    London^  ^ 


r^c>^' iuRf^^] 


Dated  July  1-^  191&^. 


ti  i« 


2    1915 
tty«g>ow  o 


JUL 


•■•     •• 


•.• 


Secretary  of  Strf>e|| 
*      Ifiiifllilngton'S 


2/ 


f^l. 


'(m 


\ 


July  ly  2883$ 


YOur  1742^  June  21;    Brltieh  Govern- 


ment aske  that  you  indlcecte  more  exactly  tlie 
nature  of  Information  desired  concerning 


C3 


»-■•.      »•-  -• 


^3 


Falashat  In  t)rder  that  their  Consul  8  In  Abyssinia 
Bwy- report  on' specific  pointy  not  already^ -  "• 


mentioned  m  puhlliShed  woricfifi 


iyiERICAN  K  BASSADOR,^ 


I 


r 


.,»>.. .i.ijjjSi.  - 


LOMD  N"  J 


.  y» 


s 


>* 
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Deciphered  by 
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1  \ ' 


i-'v.. 


PM 


Department  of  State,  ^^'^  -^  ^  ^ 


'^'V^'"' 


\       WtiAAcn^^lon,    July  3.  1916 


^fft<««M« 


Amemtassy , 


London. 


i^oa     

Your  2385,  July  1.  Reported  fifty  thousaad  Palashas 
in  very  destitute  oondition,  teiog  threatened  ty  famine 
and  cho-lera.  American  Jewish  Committee  desires  information 
on  these  points  so  as  to  furnish  relief  if  report  "i*  true. 


884.48/ 


P/Pl 


^ 


^ 


Enciphered  by   . . 

5>ent  by  operator 

lB4a  U-H:  St. 


-.191     , 


■l\fc;i>fcX4KAM    RK(JEIVKI). 


3 


^yJ 


ERH 


Dated 


PLAIN, 
London y  England 
July  21^  J.915| 


Rec'd  11:50  a.m. 


secretary  of  state^i 
Washington* 


JUL  21 


r;i. 


'(TJ^ 


en 


2503j>  Jiily  twenty-one^ 

Your  1804y  July  third. 

Foreign  Office  state  that  enquiries  ^ 
have  heen  made  by  British  Minister  at  Adis 
Ahaba  hut  that  he  has  been  unable  to  obtain 
any  confirmation  of  the  report  concerning 
the  destitution  of  the  Falashas  which  appears 
to  have  reached  the  American  Jewish  Comnittee 


AMERICAN  AI^ASSADOR 


LONDON. 


»■■■*- 


j 


I 


;.1 


Deciphered  by 


laiti  M. 


II. 


_i 


<• 


'X^    .  '-A.-i'P'.'tm 


July  El,   1915. 


Mr.   Fulton  Brylewekl, 

301-30^    Jonifar  JuUdlng, 


W«*shl:ji^tou,    0.    C 


Sir; 


In  furthar  reply  to  yotir  letter  of  Jnly  2Qd,   r<i- 


qxi«3tla£;  the  J'^partn^nt  to  raalce   Inrrulry  thront^h  th« 

British  Sovarnmftat   conoeralat'  th«  condition  of  th« 

yaluahas   In  Atyealnla,   th«  I><iriart'»i»nt   t«p«  to   lalHjta 

yoK   that    It    la   toda^;   la  r»o«lrt    of  the  followlnf  t«l«- 

g"r«ra  fro -a  the  Am^rloan   .<mtR89alor  «t   londpn: 

"For'^lpn  Offloe  «tf te  thtt  enqvlrlaa  haT« 
bean  mada  ty  British  Ulnlatar  at   Adla  Ababa 
bvt  that  ha  has  \:99n  ucatla  to  obtain  any  ooa- 
finoation  of  tha  raport  aoaoaralo^  tha  daatitu" 
tion  of  tha  Falaahas  which  annaars  to  hava 
raaohad  tha  Amariaan  Jawiah  Coamitt aa*** 


I  am,   Sir, 


Your  obadlaat  aarrant , 


POBFRT  iAH^\Hq 


884.48/S 

3  ?/Pl 


!7]    -, 


w?m  •    r-^«  •iroNi  ALL  THK  couirrs  of 

T»*  ^iHlCT  or  COi.UMSIA.THI   SUPIIIMI 

COURT    OP    TMI    UNITID    •TATIS    AMD    TNI 
VARIOUS      OI^'TS     OF     TMI     OOVfRNMINT 


COPYRIGHT    MATTKRS 
CLAIMS 
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\ 


LAW  OrFICKS 

Fulton   Brylawski 

901-304  JENIFER  BLD6. 
WASHINOTON.     O,     C. 


Mr.  A.  H.  Putney, 

Department  of  State, 


Washington,  D.  C. 


Dear  Sir: 


Replying  to  your  telephoned  statement 


that 


"The  British  Government  asks 
that  you  indicate  more  exactly  the 
nature  of  information  desired  con- 
cerning Palashas,  in  order  that 
their  Consul  in  Ahyssinia  may  re- 
port on  specific  points  not  already 
mentioned  in  published  workSi** 

I  beg  to  say  that  information  came  to  the  America 

Jewish  Committee  that  the  Palashas,  of  whom  there 

are  approximately  about  fifty  thousand  in  AbyssinJLa, 

I 
were  in  a  very  destitute  condition,  being  threatened 

by  famine  and  cholera^  which  the  Committee  is  in- 
formed is  ravaging  the  country.   The  American  Jewish 
Committee  desires  some  confirmation  on  these  points 
so  that,  if  the  report  be  true,  money  or  other  forms 
of  relief  may  be  supplied* 

As  soon  as  the  reply  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment is  received,  will  you  kindly  communicate  same 


to  me. 


pb/ima 


Rj«{)ectfully 
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The   Honorable 


The   Secretary  of   State, 
Tfaehington, 


-J 

ai 


Sir, 


With  reference  tc  nr.y  telegran:  No.  2503 


of  the  2l8t,  of  July  last  regarding  the  Fadaehae  in 
Abyseinia,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a 
copy  of  a  despatch  fror.  the  British  tfinister  at 
Adis  Ababa  to  Sir  Edward  Grey  who  has  just  sent  it 
to  me  thinking  it  may  be  of  interest  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  tc  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


J 


Uhjuii,   >K.L^ 


Enc-  Copy  of  despatch  from  British  iCinister  at 

to  Sir  E.  Grey,  dated  July  14,  1915. 


Adis  Ababa 


y 


y 


^i 


^^% 
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COPY 


No .  32 
(106758) 


British  Legation, 
Adis  Ababa. 
14th.  July  1915. 


Sir, 

With  reference  to  your  telegraur  of  the 
8th.  July  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that,  after 
irakin;^  full  enquiries  I  cannot  find  any  grounds 
for  the  ruinous  that  the  Falaehas  of  northern 
Abyssinia  are  in  any  way  suffering  frorr.  famine 
or  cholera. 

In  Gondar  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Axum, 
where  the  majority  of  Falashae  are  to  be  found, 
conditions  are  normal  and  there  is  neither 
sickness  nor  distress.    Last  year  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  fever  which  caused  many  deaths 
in  the  north  and  this  probably  gave  rise  to  rumAurs 
of  cholera  which  have  reached  America  in  an  exaggerated 


form. 


I  have  etc. 
(Signed)  WILFRED  G.  THE8IGEE. 


The  Right  Hcnourable 

Sir  Edward  Grey,  Bart.,  K.G.,  M.P. 

(ScC  .    &C  .    <S:C  • 
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July  3.    1915 


Ur*  Triton  Brylawflkl, 

201-304  Jenifer  Building. 


TTathlagtoa,   D.   C 


3lr: 


Th«  D«i)artm«at  A0kaowl«dgo8  the  r«o«lpt  of  your 


letter  of  July  2ad,  addressed  to  the  Chief  of  the  Hear 
Eastern  Dltisloa,   relative  to  the  information  conoern- 
iog  the  falashaa   in  Abyssinia  which  the  Department    is 
attempting- to  procure   ''hroufh  the  British  Consulii   in 
Alsysainia. 

The  j)epartment  haa  today  sent   the  following  tele- 
^raia  to  the  /iaerio'in  Ambassador  at   London  for  trans- 
mission to  the  British  GoTernment : 

"Reported   fifty  thousand  FalaBlias  are   in 
tery  destitute  oondltion,   telnt   threstened  ty 
famine  and  cholera*     American  Jewish  Committee 
desires   information  on  these  points  so  as   to 
furnlsli  relief  if  report    is  true." 


I  am.   Sir, 


Your  obedient   servant. 


i 
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August    27,    1915. 


Mr.    FultoQ  Bryl6W»kl, 

301-304  Jenifer  Buildlag, 


Washington,   D*   C 


Sir: 


In  further  reply  to  your  letter  of  July  2n4,    re- 


quegtlnc  the  DepRrtroent   to  aake   Inquiry   through  the 
British  GoTernment   conoernlng  the  eonditlon  of  the 
Palashus   In   Abyssinia,   the  Depart:aent   herewith  tr&ns- 
ralta  to  you  for  your   inform' t  ion  b  copy  of  a  despatch 
from  the  British  MinlBter  at   ./dia  Atata  to  the  British 
Foreign  O'fioe  relative  to   this  mntter. 


1  am,    Sir, 


Your  obedient   servent, 

?or  the  Seeretrry  of  State: 


ALVEY  A   ADEE 


wN 


Second   .Assistant   Seoret f^ry 


Knolosure: 

From  British  Legation, 

Ad  is  Abaha,   July  14,    1915, 
to  British  Foreign  Office. 
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Its  SoaaXl  Coast,  is  too  poor*     We  ha^e  no  laOniQr*     i^^r 
OTsry  gold  franc  stored   In  our  Treasury  there  are   at 
Xsast  six  sr   ssTsn  papsr  fraaos  in  oirotlstion*     Oar 
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atrfi*    tkia  ayyXlaa  faortlamXarXj  ta  ffranaa  iiik$X9,  it 
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3>«rlBf  the  aaoend  ^vdlanoo,  irtilch  lasted  one 
hear  aaA  tan  sliimtae,  the  trend  ef  eonTareatien  led  ma 
ta  aak  ta^a  •anrnar  ulait  he  theiight  of  the  iimerlcan 
ra^aaat  that  franae  fand  her  debt,  onS  whether  or  net 
tha  Vraaah  fait  it  ta  he  an  anfair  denaad .     He  replied, 
"Ttere  ia  iia  queatien  ef  off  ease  er  pique.     It  ie  a 
p^aralj  hoaiAaaa  prepoaitiea*     Ae  I  s&id  before  it  ie 
iapaealbla  to  p^J  in  gold,  enA   enyvN: tempt  to  pay  in 
air  Aapraaiatad  ovrreoey  weald  probably  be  attended  by 
aariaaa  eaBaa^iaaaaa,   saoh  aa  the  farther  depraclatiaa 
af  the  ttmi9  and  the  reaaltant  loss  to  you.     It  la  is* 
paifihla  ta  tranafer  axuh  eaervana  coaa  of  aoney  withaat 
apaattiag  ^^  warld'a  natnral  flaw  ef  wealth.     If  ^e 
aaBRat  pay  ia  gaada  ("ewpaae").  thus  stifflnlatin^  our 
iadaatriaa  ta  a  greater  and  still  greater  prodttction 
•f  waalth,  it  iB  diffiealt,  t  repont,   to  see  any 
ataqaate  aattlemmt  at  haiA"* 
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Theoretioally,  the  most  important  step  of  recent 
years  towards  the  eoonomio  development  of  Ethiopia  was 
taken  with  the  signature  on  April  3rd,  1928,  of  a  very 
sweeping  concession  to  French  interests,  i  Practically, 
the  results  may  not  be  so  important •   About  the  only 
optimistic  Tiews  held  locally  as  to  success  are  those 


of  the  actual  holders  of  the  concession 
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In  order  to  preserre  the  full  aoouraoy  of  the  text  thie 
concession  as  transmitted  herewith  is  left  in  the  Xrenoh 
in  which  it  was  originally  written*   As  may  be  noted  in 
Urtiole  I  thereof  this  concession  purports  to  reorganize 
a  former  enterprise  which  neyer  came  into  really  actiTe 
or  practical  operation* 
gxceptionally  Farorable  Terms* 

The  concession  carries  exceptionally  favorable  terms 


for  those  interested  in  its  operation* 


I  see 


confidential 


section  of  this  report  for  discussion  of  those  particularly 


interested*!  In  Article  IT  there  is  provided  that 


practically  no  taxes  are  to  be  paid;  that  free  customs 
facilities  will  be  provided  for  all  construction  and 
equipment  material;  and  that  the  company  will  have  a 


choice  of  various  coneessions  within  the  country*   This 
latter  provision  will  be  particularly  important  in  opera- 
tion and  should  give  the  company  opportunity  to  acquire 
the  most  promising  concessions  for  mineral,  forestry,  or 
agricultural  development* 
Customs  Warehouse  Monopoly , 

Article  y  provides  for  the  construe t ion  of  warehouses 
at  railhead*  Although  no  sufficiently  specifie  statement 
is  made  in  the  concession  document  itself  there  exists 


s 


•i\ 


here  the  belief  that  all  local  imports  will  be  influenced, 
by  some  means  or  other«  to  use  the  warehouses  and  related 
facilities  of  the  "Sociit^  Nationale  d'lthiopie  Pour  le 
Developpement  de  L* Agriculture  et  du  comBeree***   The 
Government  will  give  land  free  for  the  initial  warehouses 


constructed* 
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grand  Sxtmt  of  Optra tlona* 

irtlola  YI  indloataa  the  really  grand  and  oomprehena- 
ire  extent  of  the  propoaed  operations  of  the  ayndleate. 
Nothing  apparently  has  been  overlooked  In  listing  the 
enterprises  to  vhioh  attention  will  be  giren.   Thia 
extensire  list  of  objeots  is  sufficient  alone,  in  the 
opinion  of  looal  business  men  not  financially  interested, 
to  stunt  the  deyelopnent  of  the  enterprise.   The  under- 
taking would  not  only  become  unwieldy  under  local  condi- 
tions but  would  come  into  conflict  with  other  more  modest 
enterprises  which,  with  the  support  of  their  respectiye 
national  Legations,  would  presumably  more  than  hold  their 
own* 

» 

Capital  Perhaps  Too  small* 

For  an  enterprise  of  such  magnitude  on  paper  the 
capital  of  one  to  three  million  thalers  mentioned  in 
ixtiole  XII  is  considered  in  local  business  circles  aom- 
paratlTely  a  bagatelle*   The  thaler  is  at  present  worth 
approximately  ns|0*48  or,  eyen  better  for  purposes  of 
rough  calculation,  ten  to  the  potmd  sterling*   Sxperlenoe 
of  foreign  business  enterprise  in  Bthiopia  during  recent 
years  indicates  that  quite  substantial  capital  must  be 
provided  for  successful  operation*   There  is  muoh 


pioneering  to  be  done  in  any  deTelopnent  and  there  i 
other  dlffloultiea  peculiarly  costly  to  the  concern 


Important 


ixtiolea  XII  and  XIII 


shares 


partnership 
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GoTTm— nt  Gttaranta»»  IntTeet  ♦ 
ixtlole  IVI  is  partioularl 
1  h  troTides  for  a  goTenunant  guarantaa  of  6%   intareat  on 
■tha  antarprlaa*  fsaa  oonfidantlal  aaotlon  of  raport 

I     Tha  lagal  atatua  of  tha  oompany 

i 


sport*  1 
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Artlola  XX*   Thia  also  la  most  intaraatlng*   Tha 
oonoaaalon  Is  practloally  a  partnarahlp  batwean  a  Franoh 
ooBpany  and  tha  Ethiopian  Govarninant*   It  would  liatural- 
ly  ba  assumad  that  with  tha  Franoh  participation  thara 
would  ba  insuranoa  of  tha  protaotlon  af fordad  by  tha 
Franeo-Ethiopian  agraamant,  known  bast  as  tha  Klobtikowski 
Traaty,  of  January  10 tn,  1908,  of  which  Artlola  YII  la 
particularly  algnlf leant  in  this  oonnaction.   Local 
opinion  aaaa  in  irtiola  2X  of  tha  oonoaaalon  ha rain 
diaouaaad  a  practical  abandomaant  of  tha  lagal  rights 
confarrad  by  tha  Klobukowaki  Traaty.   In  practlca  thara 
may  not  ba  auah  raault,  but  tha  point  la  raoorda^Rs  one 
of  particular  intaraat  pending  daTalopmenta • 
Opera tlona  to  Data* 


\   i        To  data  thara  haTa  been  no  aarloua  operations  under 
the  oonoeaaion*   Apparently  the  flrat  atap  propoaad  la 
the  rehabilitatlen  of  a  forsar  attai^^t  to  eatabliah  an 
Ethiopian  bank*   Subatanoe  la  glTan  to  thia  conjecture 
by  the  recent  arrlTal  of  a  Dlreotor  of  the  CM^rT^nerala 
d* Ethiopia  from  Parla,  with  aoma  European  aaaiatanta* 
This  party  is  said  to  have  enllatad,  under  their  conoeaalon, 
the  intereat  and  aupport  of  the  following  towarda  a  local 
Ethiopian  Bank:  Bana^  Assayaa  k   Co.,  Milan,  Italy; 
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Mo 


>a^rl,  Assayas  &  Cio.,  Paris;  and  S.  Zy^t»\   &  Co*, 
London*   Tills  banking  enterprise  may  InTOlre  some 
derelofnents  ftf  Interest*   The  one  established  looal 
bank  knovn  as  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia  Is  a  British  enter- 
prise which  operates  under  a  charter  glTlng  It  a  praotloal 
monopoly  of  banking  In  the  ootmtry.   It  also  has  the  sole 
power,  under  Its  oharter  or  oonoesslon,  of  Issuing  notes 
or  paper  money*   There  Is  opinion  that  this  monopoly 
claimed  by  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia  does  not  Include  the 
functions  of  an  agricultural  bank  to  which  It  Is  said 
the  operations  of  the  new  company  will  be  confined. 
Howeyer  that  may  be  there  appears  to  be  possibility  of 
friction  between  British  and  French  Interests  In  Ethiopia 
should  banking  aotlTlty  under  the  new  concession  take 
certain  directions*   The  Immediate  future  will  likely 
proTlde  more  material  for  concrete  discussion* 
American  Interest  -  su— ary* 

So  far  as  can  be  seen  at  present  this  new  concession 
Is  In  Its  present  status  of  little  more  than  academic 
Interest  to  American  business  unless,  as  may  be  possible. 
It  operates  In  the  direction  of  monopoly*   That  a  monopoly 
will  be  peialtted  to  develop  Is,  however,  thought  vmllkely 
as  British  and  Italian  Interests  will  be  on  the  alert  to 
guard  against  any  such  prlrllege  accruing  to  French 
Interests  under  this  concession*   The  concession  document 
Itself  Is  a  most  Interesting  one  In  the  sweeping  character 
of  the  prlTlleges  which  It  purports  to  conrey,  and  In  that 
it  appears  to  establish  a  commercial  partnership  between  a 
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Frenoh  oompany  and  tha  Ethiopian  Goyarzunant*   OtYiously 
thlf  prasant  brlaf  raport  oan  praaant  littla  mora  than 
hypothatloal  dlsouaslon*   If  and  whan  tha  ayndloata 
undartakaa  actual  oparatlona  undar  Ita  ooncasslon  thara 
will  ha  an  opportunity,  with  tha  prasant  raport  as  a 
basis,  to  submit  discussion  of  mora  practical  and  tangible 
valua  to  Amarloan  business.   This  preliminary  raport  Is, 
howayar,  thought  adTlsabla  in  the  Interest  of  keeping  the 
Department  informed  as  to  the  trend  of  affairs  in  Ethiopia. 
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nOWFIPagJAfr  SECTION  OF  REPORT 


The  oopy  of  the  oonoeselon  herewith  tranamltted  is 
from  a  photographic  oopy  of  the  original  obtained  from 
a  prlTate  souroe  whloh  probably  paid  a  substantial  sum 
for  It.   copies  would  have  been  available  earlier,  for 
a  consideration,  but  as  this  office  has  no  funds  for 
the  purpose  opportunity  had  to  be  waited  to  obtain 
copies  through  personal  and  private  connections. 

There  Is  much  local  belief  that  this  concession 
represents  In  effect  a  commercial  partnership  between 
the  French  Interests  and  the  Prince  Regent  of  Ethiopia • 
The  latter  Is  stated  to  have  many  private  commercial 
Interests  and  to  be  arranging  for  their  extension* 
There  Is  also  rumored  to  be  a  secondary  Interest  on  the 
French  side  represented  by  the  Franco-Sthloplan  Railway 
This  Is  the  one  and  only  railway  In  Ethiopia  and  runs 
In  from  the  port  of  Djibouti  to  Addis  Ababa  over  a  line 
five  hundred  miles  long.   Should  the  railway  be 
Interested  it  may  be  assiuned  that  the  new  trading 
oooipany  will  have  special  freight  rates*   Should 
serious  trading  operations  be  undertalcen  with  special 
treatment  from  the  railway;  with  a  possible  monopoly 
of  customs  warehouses  at  Addis  Ababa;  with  no  taxes  to 
pay;  with  various  other  minor  privileges;  and  last,  but 
not  least,  with  a  financial  Interest  (Including  the  6^ 
Interest  guaranteed)  In  Its  profits  on  the  part  of  the 
Ethiopian  Government;  It  may  readily  be  seen  that  at 
least  a  practical  monopoly  of  all  Ethiopian  trading 

might 
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Copy  of  Conot salon  attached. 

In  Qulntuplioata  to 
tha  Dapartmant, 
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Le  Gouverne::ient  Ethiopian,  ayant  pris  comiaissance 
des  pro  jets  et  intentions  de  la  Conpasnie  G-en^rale  d^ 
^   Etiopie,  prend  note  que  cette  derni^re  fera  tous  ses 
efforts  pour  ooop^rer  au  developpenent  ^conomiq.ue  et  ^ 
la  prosperite  de  l^Etliiopie,  soit  par  son  action  directe. 


/ .  / 


soit  au  noyen  de  societes  qu^elle  constituerait  avec  1' 
authorization  du  G-ouvernenent  Ethiopien,  selon  les 
oirconstances,  ou  seule,  ou  en  solicitant  le  oonoours 
du  G-ouvernement  Uthiopien,  ou  par  tous  autre s  noyens 
a  sa  oonvenance* 


^  j^j 


De   son  cote  le  Gouvernement   -]thiopien  assure   la 


/  / 


Gompagnie  Generale  d^Sthiopie  de  toute  sa  bienveillance 
et  lui  promet  de  1^ aider  dans  ses  efforts. 

En  premiere  application  des  principes  ci-dessus 
^nonc^s,  le  Gouvernement  Ethiopien  donne  son  accord 
^la  Oonpagnie  d^Ethiopie  pour  la  nise  ^execution  de  la 
Convention  partioulifere  qui  suit: 

Article  I. 

Le  Gouvernement  Ethiopien  a  d^cid^  de  r^orc;aniser 
avec  le  concours  de  groupes  ^thiopiens  et  avec  le 
conoours  de  groupes  Strangers  repr|sentes  par  la 
Gompagnie  Generale  d^Ethiopie  dont  le  Siftge  Socila 
est  k   Paris,  9  Boulevard  des  Gapuoines,  l^anoienne 
Societe  dite  ^Sooi^t^  Ethiopienno  pour  le  d^veloppement 
de  1^ Agriculture  et  du  Commerce^* 

Article  !!• 

L'ancienne  soci^t^  sera  mise  en  liquidation  par 
les  soins  du  Gouvernement  Ethiopien.   Auoun  de  ses 
droits  et  obligations  ne  sera  transmis  k   la  Soci^t^ 

qui 
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qui   la  reiaplaoe,    si   ce  n^est   oeux  pr^vus  par  la  presente 

oonventlon.   La  Socle te  nouvelle  prend  le  non: 

'^Soot^t^  ITationale  d^^hiopie  pour  le 
d^veloppenent  de  1  *  Ac^rl^c^ul tu  et  du 
Comiaerce**^ 


Article  III. 

La  Soci^t^  Nationale  d^Ethiopie  pour  le  d^veloppenient 
de  l^Agriculture  et  du  Conmierce  est  placee  sous  le  haut 
patronage  de  Sa  Liajest^  Imp^riale,  I'impera trice  Zaouditou 
et  de  Son  Aitesse  Imp^riale  le  Has  Tafari,  Prince  xiegent. 

Son  but  essentiel  ^tant  de  travailler  au  d^veloppenent 
des  ressources  ^connomiques  de  l^Ethiopie,  il  est  institu^, 
sous  la  Pr^sidence  d'Honneur  de  Son  Altesse  Imperiale  le 
Prince  Re^^ent,  un  Conseil  Superieur  compose  de  cinq  nembres 
d^sign^s  par  Son  Altesse  Imperiale* 

Le  Conseil  Superieur  se  r^unira  aeux  fois  par  an  afin 
de  prendre  connaissanoe  des  rapports  gen^raux  etablis  par 


/ .  / 


la  Direction  de  la  Societe  concernant  les  questions 
particuli^rement  interessantes  au  point  de  vue  de  1' execution 
du  prograimne  d^aotivit^  de  la  Sooi^t4,  G'est  ^  dire  du 
progr^s  des  conditions  ^connomiques* 

Le  Gonseil  Superieur  etablira  et  souiaettra  au  Gouverne- 


xU 


ent  Imperiale  les  propositions  qui  lui  sembleront  §tre  les 


conclusions  des  Etudes  auxquelles  il  se  sera  livr^^ 

La  question  ues  affaires  int^rieures  de  la  Society  est 
placee  sous  l^aotivit^  et  la  responsabilit^  exclusive  du 
Gonseil  d^Administration  (voir  Article  XVIII#). 
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Article  IV. 
1.  -  La  concession  sur  laquelle  se  trouve  aotuellement  •  •   "  ' 
I'ancionne 'Sooi^t^  'jthiopiemie  pour  le  developpenent  de  1*       :  , 


Agriculture 
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Agriculture  et  du  Coimaerce" ,  de  ratme  q.ue  les  terrains, 
bStiments  et  moblier  lui  appartenant  res  tent,  litre  de 
toutes  charges,  la  propri^te  de  la  Soci^te  Rationale  d' 
Ethiopie* 

2.  -  Le  Gouvernenient  Ethiopien,  jpur  aider  la  Society, 
prend  1* engagement  de  ne  percevoir  aucun  impSt  direct,  ni 
charges  ou  redevances  Tiscales  de  quelque  nature  que  ce 

soit,  ni  droit  d»enree;istreiaent  pendant  la'  duree  du  present   • 
contrat,  si  ce  n^est  les  redevances  nonaaleiaent  acquitbees 
a  la  ::unicipalit^ .   Pendant  une  periode  d» orcanisation 
fixee  a  cinq  ans  ^  dater  de  la  niise  en  vigeur  de  la 
prisente  convention,  la  franchise  douaniSre  sera  accordee 
a  la  Societe  pour  tout  le  nateriel  et  les  fourni tares  de 
tout  genre  n^oessaires  k   son  ^tablisseraent  et  k   ses 
installations,  aprSs  verification  de  la  destination  de  ce 
materiel  et  de  ces  fournitures.   Pass^  le  delai  de  cinq  ans 
le  Gouvernnent  accordera  la  franchise  douaniSre  sur  toute 
deraande  speciale  et  motivee  faite  par  la  Soci^t^. 

3.  -  Le  Gouvernement  Ethiopien  pose  en  principe  qu^apr^s 
les  etudes  techniques  n^cessaires  il  accordera  i  la  Soci^t^ 
ITationale  d^Ethiopie  suivant  les  conditions  d^usa^e  un  nombre 
suffisant  des  concessions  d^ordre  divers  qui  seront  choisies 
et  limitees  par  le  Gouverneuent  Ethiopien  pami  celles  qui 
seront  dei-iand^as  par  la  Soci^t^,  perniettant  ainsi  k   la 
Soci^t^  d^atteindre  les  buts  pour  lesquels  elle  a  et^  cr^^e* 

Article  Y. 
La  Soci^t^  Nationale  d^lthiopie  assune  l^obligation 
de  construire  k   proximit^  de  la  gare  d^ Addis  Ab^ba  des 
entrepSts  en  mat^riaux  durables  ripondant  aux  besoins  de  la 
place  et  qui  seront  nis  2l  la  disposition  des  services  des 
Douanes  pour  y  proc^aer  &  la  verification  des  marchandises 

import^es 
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inport^es  et  export^es  et  k   la  perception  des  droits  de 


douane • 


Les  frais  de  niagasinage  et  autres  afferents  au  sejour 
des  marohandises  dans  ces  entrep6ts  reviennent  h   la  Sooiet^. 

La  Soci^te  aura  1» obligation  de  remettre  aux  d^posants 
qui  en  font  la  de^aande,  des  oertifioats  transf^rables  et 


n^,_;ooiables  constituant  le  titre  de  propriete  de  la 
marohandise  •   Ges  oertifioats  pemettront  au  porteur  d» 
obtenir  auprSs  de  la  Society  ainsi  que  de  tout  ^tablisseiaent 
de  credit  et  de  tout  pr^teur  qui  les  oonsentirait,  des 
avances  sur  les  uarohandises  cu'ils  representent*   Ges 
entrepQts  seront  relies  au  cliemin  de  fer  par  v  ie  ferree. 

Les  entrepots  qui  sont  actuellement  necessaires  aux 
besoins  du  GOLirjerce  seront  construits  par  la  Soci^t^  sur 
le  terrain  de  la  Douane. 

Le  Gouverneuent  mettra  G^atuite.uent  ^  oet  effet  a  la 
disposition  ae  la  Soci^t^  una  superficie  de  terrain 
permettant  la  construction  d'un  ou  deux  bStinents  sur  une 
superficie  de  SO  ( quatre-vingt)  m&tres  et  en  plus  les 
d^gageuents  necessaires  (quai,  voies  ferrees  et  routes)* 

A  1^ expiration  du  contrat  le  ou  les  bfitinents  sus- 
vis^s  deviendront  la  propriete  du  Gouverne^^ent  Sthiopien* 

Lorsque  la  Soci^t^  jugera  uecessaire  la  construction 
de  nouveaux  bStiuents,  elle  ohoisira  et  achetera  les 
terrains  voisins  dont  elle  aura  besoin#   Elle  les  paiera 
sur  la  base  du  prix  iiioyens  paye  par  les  sujets  ^thiopiens 
.>our  les  terrains  avoisinant  les  terrains  de  la  douane  pendant 

* 

les  dix  ans  o^ui  ont  prec^d^  la  signature  de  ce  contrat • 
Le  Gouvernei:.ent  proc^dera  k   la  deiiande  de  Societ^  aux 
expropriations  qui  seraient  necessaires  et  lui  remettra 

les 


•*: 


-fe  >  * 


.>%^^ 


-5- 


•» 


i 


les  terrains  pour  ies  prix  sus-indiques* 

A  1* expiration  .u  Contrat,  les  terrains  aohet^e 
ainsi  q^u^il  est  dit  au  paragraphe  preo^dant  par  la  Society 
ainsi  que  les  iiiL^ueubles  oonstruits  par  la  Society  sur  oes 
terrains  ainsi  que  les  voies  ferrees  et  routes  privies 
oonstruits  de  liSiae  par  la  Sooiet^  Ethiopianne  seront 
raohetes  .jax   le  Oouvernecient  "Sthiopien.   La  valeur  du 
tout  sera  fix^e  par  deux  experts  ddsignes  l^un  par  le 


.  / .  / 


aouvernenent  Ethiopian,  L^autre  par  la  Societe* 

Les  liiateriaux  n^cessaires  aux  constructions  et  voies 
feraes  et  autres  travaux  dont  il  est  question  dans  cet 
Article  Y  ainsi  que  le  materiel  sarnisant  los  entrepSts 
jouiront  de  la  franchise  douani&re  pendant  toute  la  dur^e 
du  contrat* 

La  Society  prend  k   sa  charge  les  depense  de 
construction  des  raccordenents  h   la  voie  feree,  en 
respectant  le  contrat  d^ja  donn^  ^  la  Gompagnie  u 


heiain  de  fer  Franco-Ethiopien. 

Article  YI. 
La  Society  Ilationale  d»Ethiopie  a  pour  objet  toutes 
operations  de  credit  de  oaract^re  commercial,  a^ricole  et 
foncier,  toutes  fourni tuxes,  toutes  entreprises 
industrielles,  comrieroiales,  agricoles,  travaui  publics 
et  de  bfitiments  pouvant  coop^rer  au  d^veloppeiaent  de  1' 
activiti  economique  de  1 ♦Empire, 

La  Society  re<joit  des  d^pSts  &  vue  et  3l  teime  qui 
b^n^fident  d'un  int^rSt  fixl  par  le  Directeur. 

La  society  a  le  droit  d» exporter  et  d* importer  toutes 
devises,  monnaies  et  n^taui  prlcieux,  sauf  le  cas  d» inter- 
diction sln^rale  de  la  part  du  aouverne:r.ent. 

Les 


»:  •;  » 
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Les  oreciits,  oonsentits  par  la  Soci^t^  ITationale  d^ 
Ethiopie,  le  seront  par  son  directeur  qui  accordera  des 
avances  oalcul^es  de  manlfere  ^  ce  que  le  capital,  les 
intlrSts  et  les  frais  puissant  tou jours  §tre  couverts* 
II  prendra  toutes  saranties  qui  lui  parattront  nicessaires, 
soit  irnLiolDili^res,  soit  raobiliferes,  soit  personelles* 

Les  biens  iramobiliers  donnas  en  garantie  de  credits, 
ne  pourrant  §tre  ni  oedeB,  ni  vendus  par  le  propri^taire, 
ni  oonfisqu^s  ou  pris  par  le  Oouverennent  pendant  toute 
la  p^riode  que  ces  iiiiiaeubles  Tigureront  ooiaiae  e:2^rantie  du 
credit  oonsenti,  sans  que  la  Sooiet^  soit  rembours^e 
int^gralement  des  avances  faites  par  elle,  en  principal, 
int^rSts  et  frais ♦   En  cas  d^ expropriation,  pour  cause 
d* utility  publique,  par  le  O-ouvernement,  ce  dernier  devra 
au  pr^alable  rerabourser  int^gralenent  ^  la  Society  les 
avances  faites  par  elle  en  principal,  int^rSts  et  frais. 

La  Direction,  k   l^acte  a^ouverture  du  credit,  pourra 
exiger  la  remise  par  l^emprunteur  des  actes  des  Adiiinistrations 
^ouverneuen tales  qui  prouvent  le  droit  de  propri^t^  de  1' 
Qhiprunteur  sur  les  biens  iLLj-obilifere  donnas  par  lui  en 
ci;arantie  des  credits  consentis^ 

Les  tiypoth&ques  prises  sur  les  idmeubles  situ^s  en 
villa  oeront  inscrites  au  Bureau  du  Cadastre  de  la 
::unicipalit^  et  celles,  prises  sur  les  iiameubles  ruraux, 
seront  port^es,  par  les  so ins  de  la  Soci^t^,  t   la 
connaissance  des  Gouverneurs  des  provinces  o^   sont  situ^s 
les  iinueubles  hypotli&ques,  cet  avis  tenant  liwu  d' 
inscription  d^hypothique  pour  les  immeubles  ruraux* 

En  cas  de  d^faut  ae  paie.iient  k   l^^chlance,  soit  du 

principal 
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principal,    soit  des   inter§ts,    la   somme   impayee  portera  un 
intlr^t   suppleLientaire   de  1/4  ^/o  par  raois,    pour  les   six 
premiers  laois,    et  de   1/2  ^o  par  laois,    pour  les  laois   suivants 
La   detention  au  s^is©,    soit  niobilier,    soit   imraobilier 


.  / 1  / 


par  la  Societe,  la  garantie  en  tout  oas  contre  les 
revendications  conourrentes  de  tous  autres  prSteurs  cui 
auraient  ne^lig^  de  prendre  les  ra^aes  precautions  qu^elle, 
que  les  pr§ts  de  oes  autres  pr^teurs  soient  anterieure  ou 
post^rieurs  k   ceux  de  la  Society* 

La  Societe  a  la  Tacult^,  pour  d^Taut  de  paieiaent  k 
l^^ch^ance,  de  laettre  en  vente  le  gage,  soit  iiiimobilier , 
soit  Liobilier  apr^s  avoir  fait  comma ndement  au  d^biteur 
d^eifectuer  le  paieuant  dans  un  d^lai  de  iiuit  jours. 
Si  au  bout  de  ces  huits  jours  le  dette  n'est  pas  r^gl^e, 
la  Soci^t^  en  avisera  l^autorite  institute  k   cet  effet  et 
pourra  eTfectuer  la  vente  huit  jours  aprSs  la  date  de  cet 


avis. 


Le  d^lai  ci-dessus  est  calculi  pour  Addis  Abeba. 
II  sera  augment^  d'autant  de  jours  que  met  ncr.xaleiaent 
une  caravane  pour  attdndre  le  domicile  du  d^biteur  en 
partant  soit  d^Addis  Abeba,  soit  de  la  Succursale  qui  aura 
consenti  le  prSt  et  fait  le  coiiimandement* 

Une  commission  composee  d^un  des  Agents  de  la 
Society,  d^un  d^l^gu^  du  Oouvernement  et  d^un 


if- 


reprlsentant  du  Consulat,   si  le  d^biteur  est  Stranger, 
proc^dera,   au  SiAge  socila  de   la  Soci^t^  &  Addis  Abeba, 
i   la  mise   en  vente   aux  encliires  publique   du  gage,   D^'apr^s 
les   dispositions   suivantes,    qui   sont  irr^vocables  pendant 


toute  la  dur^e   de  la  Soci^t^. 


Luinze 


-^ 


^  t 
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Q,uinze  jours  a. ant  la  .ente,  oelle-ci  sera  annonoee 
par  des  affiches  au  Si^ge  de  la  Soci^te,  aux  Administrations 


o 


ouvernenentales   et  Si  la  i:unioii)alit^,    en  mSne   temps   qu^un 


caliier  des   ciarges   sera  d^posl  au  Sifege   de  la  Sooilt^   et 
une   Gopie   de   ce   cahier  k  la  LAinicipalite. 

La  vente  aura  lieu  au   jour  fix^  par  la  Coimnission  sur 


u 


ne  liiise  a  prix  repr^sentant  le  laontant   total  de   la  dette 


en  principal,  inters ts  et  frais* 

Si,   par  Lianque   d^aclieteurs,    le   gage   ne  peut  Stre  vendu, 
la  vente   sera  renvoyee  k  une   date  ult^rieure,   post^rieure 
d*au  noins   quinze    jours  k   celle   de   la  prerai^re  vente • 

Si,    lors   de   cette   seconde  vente   le   cAge  ne   trouve   pas 
d'aolieteurs,    il  restera  k  la   disposition  de   la  Sooiet^ 
qui   en  disposera   oomrae  tion  lui   seiaTDlera  et   gardera  pour   elle 
le   surplus   ^ven;.uel   qui  pourrait  r^sulter   d^une  vente 


a:  liable. 


Article  VII. 


La  Societe  Ilationale   d^ Ethiopia   pour  le   d^veloppe:ient 
de  1^ Agriculture   et   du  GOj^ierce  aura   son  Sifege   social   k 
Addis  Abeba  et  pourra  ouvrir   toute   sucoursale   qu»elle 
jujerait  utile  Ik  oCi  il  lui  plaira. 

»  * 

Article  VIII. 

La  Socilt^  Rationale  d'Ethiopie  commencera  ses 
operations  au  lendemain  de  la  Premifere  Asseublle  G^n^rale , 
3a  dur^e  est  fixle  ^  soizante  ans,  ^  partir  du  preraier 
Janvier  1929  suivant  le  calandrier  europ^en. 

AU  no ins  deux  ans  avant  1» expiration  de  la  convention, 
la  Socl^t^  proposera  son  renouvellenent.   Dans  le  cas  od 
le  Gouvernement  ne  r^pondrait  pas  nl^ativeiiient  dans  les 
six  raois  de  la  proposition,  la  convention  sera  prolong^e 

de 
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de  droit  pour  una  nouvelle  piriode  ue  soixante  ans  aui 


mSraes    conditions • 


Article   IX. 


Exception  Taite  des  deux  preniferes  amines  de 


fonctionneiaent  de  la  Sooiete  oorrespondantes  a  la 
p^riode  ae  uise  en  uarohe  pendant  laquelle  il  est 
possible  q.ue  les  r^sultats  de.-l* exploitation  soient 
inf^rieurs  k   six  pour  cent  il  est  entendu  que  si,  aans 
la  suite,  les  resultats  de  l^exploitation  n^atteignent 
pas  six  pour  cent  pendant  trois  annees  de  suite,  le 
Gouverneiient  Ethiopien  aura  la  faculte  de  provoquer 
la  dissolution  de  la  Society  par  une  simple  notifica- 


tion de  sa  decision. 


Article  X. 


En  cas  de  dissolution  anticipee  de  la  Soci^t^,  le 
Gouverneiiient  lui  remboursera  le  prix  des  bStiL^ents, 
quais,  voies  et  routes  vis^s  aux  para£;raphe  4  et  5  de 
l^artiole  Y.       Le  prix  sera  ^tabli  par  les  d^penses 
ei'fectuees  par  la  Sooi^t^  pour  la  construe  uion.   Ce 
prix  sera  diminu^  d^autant  de  soixanti^rae  de  son  chiffre 
que  la  Soci^t^  aura  d* annees  d' exploitation. 

Article  XI. 

La  pr^sente  convention  ainsi  que  ses  annexes  aeront 
enregistr^es  a  Addis  Abeba,  au  titre  de  la  Societ^ 
Ethiopienne ,  au  Bureau  des  Archives  gouvernecien tales. 

Article  XII. 

Le  capital  de  la  Societ^  est  fix^  k   un  nillion  de 
thalers,  pouvant  Stre  port^  k   trois  millions,  par 
augraentations  successives,  selon  les  decisions  du  Conseil 
d^Adninistration*   Ce  capital  est  represents  par  vingt 

cinq 
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cinq  raille  actions  de  quarante  tlialers  oliaque. 

De  ces  vingt  cinq  Liille  actions  dix  laille  seront 
souscrites  par  le  Gouvernement  Ethiopien  et  quinze 
mille  par  la  Ooiapagnie  G^n^rale  d^Ethiopie,  chaque  action 
donnant  droit  k   une  voix  dans  les  Assemblees  gen^rales* 

Article  XIII.    ^ 

II  est,  de  plus,  oxii   cinqLiante  mille  parts  de 
fondateurs,  ne  donnant  droit  a  aucune  voix.   Le  nombre 
de  ces  parts  de  fondateurs  ne  pourra  6tre  augment^* 

Vingt  cinq  nille  de  ces  parts  de  fondateurs  seront 
remises  au  Crouvernement  Ethiopien  et  vingt  cinq  mille 
^  la  Compagnie  Gen^rale  d'Ethiopie* 

Article  XTI. 

La  Soci^t^  Nationale  d^Ethiopie  pourra  remettre 
des  obligations  publiques  dont  la  moiti^  sera  offerte, 
en  priority,  aux  souscripteur  en  Sthiopi 

Article  XV. 

L^Assembl^e  G^n^rale  Constitutive  se  r^unira  k 

« 

Addis  Abeba,  du  premier  au  trente  un  juillet  1926. 

Avant  cette  date,  une  premiere  tranche  de  seize 
•  mille  six  cents  actions  du  ITUmero  1  au  Numero  16,600, 
dont  six  mille  six  cents  actions,  souscrites  par  le 
Gouvernement  Ethiopien,  dix  mille  actions  souscrites 
par  la  Compagnie  Geii^rale  d^Ethiopie,  seront  int^grale- 
ment  liblr^es. 

Le  Gouvernement  Ethiopien  d^signera,  avant  1» 
Assembl^e  G^nlrale,  par  une  lettre  addressee  k   la 
Compagnie  Gen^rale  d' Ethiopia,  celles  des  Caisses  du 
Gouvernement  o^   il  a  vers4  la  somiae  correspondante  aux 
actions  souscrites  par  lui ,  en  ajoutant  que  ces  fonds 

seront 
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seront  k   la  disposition  de  la  Soci^t^  d^s  sa  constitution. 

La  Compagnie  G^n^rale  d^Stliiopie  versera  la  soraiae 
correspondante  aux  actions  souscrites  par  elle,  en  francs 
francais,  aux  caisses  de  la  Soci^t^  G^nerale,  S.  Paris • 
Apr^s  constation  de  ces  operations  par  l^Assenbl^e 


r^ 

vj 


^n^rale  Constitutive,  les  fonds  seront  tenus  &  la 


disposition  du  Conseil  d'Administration  noiam^  par  cette 
Assemblee* 

La  deuxi&me  tranche  d^ actions,  du  nuiu^ro  16,001  au 
'  nunero  25,000  sera  int^gralei.ient  liberie  par  le  Gouverneiient 
Etliiopien  pour  trois  .aille  quatre  cents  actions  et  par  la 


oiiipagnie  G^n^rale  d^Etliiopie  pour  cinq,  nille  actions 


aussit8t  decision  du  Conseil  d^AdLiinistration  ciui  fixera 
la  date  de  cette  souscription  qui  devra  avoir  lieu  entre 
le  premier  octobre  et  le  trente  un  decenbre  1928 • 

Article  }:VI. 
La  soLLne  n^cessaire  pour  assurer  un  dividende  annuel 
de  six  pour  cent  aux  actionnaires  est  carantie  par  le 
Crouvernenent  Ethiopien  et  sera  versee  par  le  Tr^sor  aux 
caisses  de  la  Society  dans  le  trimestre  suivant  1' approbation 
des  coraptes  par  l^Assembl^e  C^n^rale . 

Article  :CVII* 
La  Corapagnie  G-^n^rale  d^Ethiopie  pr^sente  au  Conseil 
d' Administration  qui  a  pouvoir  de  ratification,  les 
oontrats  noimiant  le  Directeur  de  la  Sooi^t^  etaes  Chefs 
sp^cialistes  techniques* 

Article  :TIII. 
L^Assemblee  G^n^rale  des  Actionnaires  est  le  pouvoir 
suprSme  de  la  Soci^t^. 

La 


Mi 
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La  Society   sera  d^finitiveiiiont   oonstitut^e  aprSs 
approbation  de   la  Premiere  Assembl^e  aen^rale  Constitu- 


tive* 


Article  XIX. 
D'un  coiiiaun  accord,    le  aouverneiuent  l:;thiopien  et   la 
Compaynie  Oen^rale  d^Ethiopie   oompl^teront  la  pr^sente 
convention  par  des   dispositions   statuaires   compl^iientaires 


.  / 1  / 


qui  prandront  le  nom  ^^Status  de  la  Sooiete  rationale 
d^Ethiopie  pour  le  d^veloppei.ient  de  l^Agriculture  et  du 


oini'aerce*'.   Ges  Status  seront  annexes  3.  la  pr^sente 


convention  et  en  feront  integraleraent  partie,   Les  deux 
parties  s^ engage  d^ores  et  d^ji  a  ce  que  de  comp lenient 
des  status  k   Itablir  soit  en  plein  concordance  avec  I'objet 
de  la  Society  et  comforne  aux  principes  g^n^raux  ^nonc^s 
dans  la  pr^sente  convention* 

Article  XX* 
II  est  entendu  que  le  Gouverner.ient  Ethiopien  fera 
respecter  les  dispositions  de  la  pr^sente  convention  par 
les  Tribunaux  Ethiopians,  en  les  consid^rant  comme  partie 
int^grante  des  lois  etiiiopiennes*   La  Socilt^,  dans  tous 
les  cas  non  deteruin^s  par  la  presents  convention,  se 
soumettra  entifereuent  a  toutes  les  lois  de  1' Empire 
d'Ethiopie. 

Article  XXI. 
En  cas  de  contestation  sur  !♦ interpretation  et  1» 
execution  de  la  pr^sante  convention  entre  le  Gouvernei.ient 
Ethiopien  et  la  Gompagnie  a^n^rale  d'Ethiopie,  le 
differend  sera  soumis  ^  un  tribunal  arbitral,  compost 
de  deux  arbitres  choisis  k   Addis  Abeba,  I'un  par  le 
Gouverenment,  1^ autre  par  la  Gompagnie*   En  cas  de 
V  d^s  accord 
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disaccord  entr©  les  arbitres,  ceux-ci  ohoisiraient  d'un 

coirciun  accord,  un  sur-art)itre#   Si  l^acoord  ne  pouvait 

^  *  > 

se  raire  sur  ce  choix,  le  designation  du  surarbitre  sera 


'  m.^ 


falte  par  le  President  de  la  Cour  Internationale  de  La 

Hay#   Q,uolqu»il  en  soit,  le  Gouverneuent  Ethiopien 

decide ra  le  Pays  oii  le  surarbitre  aura  k   prononcer  sa 

sentence,  soit  en  I]thiopie  soit  en  France. 

La  d^cisbn  des  arbitres  ou  celle  du  surarbitre  sera 

definitive  et  sans  appel  et  les  deux  parties  contractantes 

s^en^aeent,  d^ores  et  d^j^,  \   l^exlcuter  dans  le  mois  oii 

»   *  • 

elle  sera  rendue* 

En  foi  de   quoi,    la  pr^sente    convention,   ^tant  ^tablia 


<^ 
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en  deux  exemplaires  conformes,  a  ^te  signee  par  les  deux 


a^ 


parties  contractantes  &  Addis  Abeba*       b'n  o^oaiaplaire  reste 
entre  les  mains   du  Gouvernenient  Ethiopien  et  1» autre 


entre  les  mains  de  la  Gompagnie  G-en^rale  d^Ethiopie. 
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Le  3  Avril  1928, 

Pour  La  Conpagnie  G^n^rale  d» Ethiopia. 
Le  Direoteur  G-^n^ral 


(Sign^^   OUAimON 


(Sign^:)   CHOUBLIER 


(Sceau:)  Empire  d'Ethiopie. 
Minis tSre  du  Coiameroe, 
(Sign^:)  !!AK01T]:EN  INDALCATCIiEOU. 
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\         Your  report  of  September  21,    1928 


Although  certain 


v  „  I,  v'     proviBione   of' cone  eee  ion 'appear  to   grant   euch'extenBi've 


or, 


privileges/ aB    to/ constitute/  infringement   ojp^ principle    of/ 
open  door^/the  Department  considerB    it/ unnecessary '^t    this 
time/ to   make   any/representations^/  It  would/,    however/^    like/ 
to    receive)  aJ  ma,il  report/as   to   the   advisability  o^bring^^p 
to    the   attention   of/lCing  "raf^riy,    merely/as   a  matter   of/ record^ 
the    interest   of/ this  Government/ in  maintaining/ open  do  or/ and  / 

equality   of )  treatment/ ^or/ American  trade^  and  /Lnvestment 
in|  Bthiopia* j 
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This  is  a  very  interesting  conoeeeion.  Its 
terms  sure  vague  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  ques-*' 
tion  of  its  actual  importance  will  necessarily 
depend  upon  what  is  done  pursuant  to  its  terms* 

The  third  clause  of  Article  lY  reads  (in  trans- 
lation) as  follows: 

*The  Sthiopian  Oovernment  undertakes  in 
principle  that  following  the  necessary 
technical  studies  it  will  grant  to  the 
National  Society  of  fithiopla  according 
to  the  customary  conditions  a  sufficisnt 
number  of  ooncessions(*un  nombre  suffisant 
des  concessions*)  of  different  kinds  which 
will  be  selected  and  limited  by  the 
Ithiopian  Oovernment  among  those  which 
shall  be  asked  by  the  Society,  thus 
allowing  the  Society  to  achieve  the  ends 
for  which  it  has  been  created." 

It  is  obviously  impossible  to  say  whether ,  pur- 
suant to  the  above  olause,  the  coiq>eaiy  may  be  granted 
such  extensive  privileges  as  to  constitute  an  in- 
fringement of  the  principle  of  the  open  door. 

Mr.  Southard  points  out  that  it  is  possible  that  ^ 
the  company  will  be  granted  such  extensive  privileg 
in  relation  .to  trade  aufid  warehousing  as  to  become 
monopolistic. 
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I  suggest  tbat  an  Instruotlon  bs  sent  to  Mr. 
Southard »  pointing  out  that  the  Department  is  in- 
terested in  this  oonoession,  and  asking  him  to  keep 
the  Department  advised  of  any  material  developments 
in  oonneotion  therewith*  As  to  the  questions  of  the 
open  door  and  possible  monopoly,  he  might  be  adTised 
that  the  Department  sees  no  occasion  at  the  present 
time  to  make  any  communioation  to  the  Ethiopian 
Oovemment  in  the  matter  hut  that  we  would  be  glad 
to  have  his  comments  as  to  whether  he  feels  that 
occasion  should  be  taken  to  put  on  record  the  in- 
terest of  this  QoTsmment  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
open  door  for  American  trade  and  inrestment*  He 
might  also  be  authorised  in  his  discretion  orally  to 


express  the  hope  that  this  concession  will  not  be 

•4 

operated  in  such  a  way  as  to  exclude  American  in* 
terests  from  reasonable  participation  in  commerce  wi 
Ithiopia  and  in  the  deTelopment  of  its  natural 
resources* 

Page  4  of  Mr.  Southard's  report  contains  a  nota- 
tion indicating  that  the  Department  may  not  have  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  between  Trance  and  Ithiopia  of 
January  10,  1908.  If  we  hawe  no  such  copy,  it  would 
e  adTisabls  to  ask  him  to  procure  and  forward  one* 
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ThjifBolieme  seems  to  be  exceptionally  grandiose 
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with  little  likelihood  of  its  being  put  through  on 

the  Tery  limited  capital  involved.  Kven  though  the 

derelopments  are  not  carried  out  the  concession  may 

serve  to  tie  up  any  legitimate  propositions  irtiich 

might  be  made  by  reputable  concerns  should  they 

desire  to  operate  in  Ethiopia.   The  concession  has 

a  tinge  of  oonc  ess  ion- grabbing  for  the  piirpose  of 

holding  up  at  a  high  price  at  some  future  date, 

legitimate  operations. 

Article  III  of  the  1914  Treaty  of  Commerce  with 

Ethiopia  (which  I  understand  is  still  in  force)  pro> 

vides: 

"The  two  contracting  Qovemments  shall 
reciprocally  grant  to  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  to  citieens  of 
Ethiopia, all  advantages  which  they  shall  ac» 
cord  to  the  most  favored  Power  in  respect  of 
customs  duties,  imports  and  Jurisdiction." 
(Malloy,  Volume  III,  page  3578). 

We  would,  of  course,  be  protected  against  any 
general  preferential  customs  treatment. 
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The  Honorabla 
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Tha  Saoratary  of  state, 
Waahington • 


Sir: 


, 


I  haye  the  honor  to  aolcnowledge  receipt  of  the  De- 
partment*8  telegraphic  inatruotion  of  January 
referring  to  a  report  of  Septembe]^  Slat,  1928,  from  this 
office,  and  requiring  a  mail  report  as  to  the  adTisabil- 
ity  of  bringing  to  the  attention  of  King  Tafari  the  in- 
terest of  the  united  States  GoTernment  in  maintaining  the  ^ 
open  door  and  equality  of  treatment* 

This  office  has  improyed  several  opportunities  during 
the  past  year  for  discussing  with  His  Majesty,  the  King, 
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and  with  tho  Ethiopian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
the  attitude  of  the  united  States  GOTermnent  in  main- 
taining the  open  door  and  equality  of  treatment* 
Both  the  King  and  his  Minister  are  believed  as  a  re- 
sult thoroughly  to  understand  the  imerican  attitude. 
The  discussions,  and  reiterations,  referred  to  have 
been  always  on  an  informal  basis,  but  I  have  had  in 
mind  ImproTing  the  first  good  opportunity  which  offers 
to  place  the  Tiews  in  writing*   To  the  Sthloplan 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  who  reads  some  English, 
has  been  glTen  a  copy  of  the  speech  of  the  Honorable 
William  J*  Castle,  jr.,  on  the  subject  of  "The  Depart- 
ment of  State  and  Imerican  Enterprise  Abroad,*  made 
last  year  at  Houston,  with  special  reference  to  Para- 
graph 12  thereof*   He  has  read  it*   At  least  the 
ground  has  been  so  prepared  that  a  foiaoal  representa- 
tion may  at  any  time  be  made  to  the  King  or  his  Min- 
ister with  assurance  that  he  will  appreciate  and 
understand  the  American  attitude  of  the  ODen  door 


and  equality  of  treatment* 


may  take 


Ing  to  American  Tiews  in  the  premises  is  at  present 
conjectural*   As  intimated  in  previous  reports  and 
despatches  from  this  office  His  Majesty  is  understood 
to  participate  to  some  extent  in  actual  commercial 
enterprise  in  this  country*   Should  some  European 
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interest,  or  imerloan  Interest  for  tliat  natteri  ottBT 
the  King  saftlolent  flnanolal  indueeaent  or  assurenoe 
of  profit  In  return  for  monopolistlo  prlTileges  It  is 
not  at  all  oertain  that  His  Majesty  would  renember 
oaoh  about  the  open  door  and  equality  of  treatment* 
Howeyer,  there  is  no  way  of  knowing  definitely  what 
his  reaotion  would  be  under  the  oirouastanoes  until 
a  test  oooasion  actually  arises*   On  the  other  hand 
I  feel  confident  that  the  King  does  already  definitely 
understand  imerioan  official  Tiewpoint  as  to  the  open 
door. 

Should  the  Department  so  instruct  I  feel  a  formal 
oomnunication  could  be  prepared  by  this  office  on  the 
general  subject  which  would  be  accepted  in  the  proper 
spirit  by  His  Majesty.   I  would  be  inclined  just  now, 
howsTer,  to  offer  the  suggestion  that  a  formal  written 
statement  of  the  American  riew  might  well  be  left  until 
a  future  occasion  arises  for  making  protest  or  repre- 
sentations to  the  Ethiopian  Goyernment  in  connection 
with  a  specific  case.   Such  future  occasion  may  soon 
arise  in  connection  with  a  proposed  monopoly  of  motor 
bus  transportation  in  Addis  Ababa  which  this  Legation 
and  Consulate  General  just  now  is  following  closely. 

The  monopolistic  concession  described  in  the 
report  of  September  21st,  1926,  upon  which  was  based 
the  Department's  cablegram  hereby  acknowledged,  has 

resulted 
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resulted  in  praotloally  no  tangible  aotiTity  to  date. 
The  first  enterprise  proposed  by  the  holders  of  the 
oonoession  is  banking  and  an  obstacle  has  been  en- 
countered in  the  form  of  conflict  with  the  charter  of 
the  present  Bank  of  Abyssinia,   Reference  in  this 
connection  may  be  found  on  Page  5  of  the  report  of 
September  21st.   Early  successful  operations  under 
the  concession  do  not  at  this  time  appear  probable. 
Further  report  will  be  made  as  circumstances  appear 
to  warrant* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 
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Sir: 
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I  have  the  honor  to  state  the  opinion  of  the  Lega- 
tion that  those  officers  of  the  Department  more  directly 
concerned  with  Ethiopia  would  find  of  particular  interest 

/ 

a  book  recently  written  in  Trench  by  Andr^  Armandy  of 
which  the  title  is  "La  D^sagriable  Partie  de  Csmpagne 
(Incursion  en  Abyssinia) **•   The  publishers  are  "Librai- 
rie  A.  Lamerre,  Paris**  and  the  adyertised  price  is  fif- 
teen francs. 

This  book  is  the  result  of  a  recent  risit  to  Eth- 
iopia by  Mr*  Axmandy,  who  is  tinderstood  to  be  a  well 
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to  bitterness  and  perhaps  exaggeration  in  some  of  the 
oonments  it  contains  nnoh  that  will  illustrate  diffic- 
ulties which  attend  the  deyelopment  of  foreign  economic 
enterprise  in  Ethiopia.   The  conditions  complained  of 
by  Mr.  Armandy  are  expected  slowly  to  i^prore  under  the 
new  Bnperor,  but  they  will  for  a  few  years  to  come  be 
worth  the  consideration  of  economic  enterprise  planned 
by  foreigners  in  Sthiopia. 
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1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  obedient  serrfjit 


iDDISON  S.   BO 
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No.   133. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  state, 
Washington. 


Sin 


I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  as  En- 
closure JL,  the  translation  of  a  da/«ee  of  the  Eth- 
iopian Ministry  of  Conmeroe  requiring  the  registra- 
tion of  all  commercial  firms  operating  in  Ethiopia 
and  proTiding  direct  penalties  for  failure  so  to 
register. 

This  decree  was  issued  last  August  but  was  not 
at  the  time  tranamitted  to  the  Department  as  i  ha-Te 
been  awaiting  developmenta  as  to  its  effect*   It 
has  had  no  effect  with  foreign  firms  which  have  in 

most 
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most  Instanoes  iMen  adTised  by  their  respeotlTe 
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Legations  or  Consulates  not  to  register. 


The 


main  objection  to  the  decree  Is  that  It  proTldes 
for  the  dlreot  Infliction  by  the  Ethiopian  Govern- 
ment of  penalties  on  foreigners* 

Foreigners  residing  In  Ethiopia  come  under  a 
Consular  Court  procedure  In  litigation  among  them- 
selves) the  Consul  of  the  defendant  havlog  juris- 
diction.  A  foreigner  sued  by  an  Ethiopian  comes 
before  a  special  Ethiopian  court  In  which  the 
Consul  of  the  defendant  sits  along  with  the  Ethiop- 
ian judge*   These  special  procedures  for  foreign- 
ers, thus  briefly  statedi  are  based  mainly  upon 
Article  7  of  "Le  Tralt^  d*Amltl^  et  de  commerce** 

t 

signed  at  Addis  Ababa  on  January  10th,  1908,  be- 
tween France  and  Ethiopia,  and  ordinarily  known  as 
the  Elobukowsky  Treaty.   The  treaty  In  question 
Is  presumably  available  In  the  Department's  files. 
Article  7  has  been  quoted  In  previous  reports  from 
this  office  as,  for  Instance,  In  the  report  entitled 
**French  concession  for  Ethiopian  loonomlo  Develop- 
ment**  of  September  21st,  1926* 

The  decree  Issued  by  the  Ethiopian  Ministry 
of  Commerce  provides.  In  the  opinion  of  my  col- 
leagues, for  the  dlreot  Infliction  of  penalties  on 
foreigners  by  the  Ethiopian  Government  without  Con-^ 
sular  or  other  at  present  practiced  Intervention  or 
procedure.   They  take  the  attitude  that  such  de- 

parture 
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parture  from  the  Klolnikowsky  Treaty  oaxinot  be  ao- 
oepted*   The  Diplomatio  corps  has  dlsoussed  this 
question  at  one  or  its  meetings  hut  has  taken  no 
formal  action.   I  have,  of  course,  attended  the 
meetings  hut  haye  had  little  to  say  as  this  Lega- 
tion and  consulate  General  has  had  no  firsthand 
experience  as  applied  to  its  own  nationals  in  Eth- 
iopia.  No  American  firms  are  directly  here  in 
business  (the  Singer  sewing  ISsLChine  company  oper- 
ates  from  Khartoum)  and  as  all  the  American  citi- 
zens residing  here  are  missionaries  they  have  not 
been  and  are  not  likely  to  be  parties  to  litigation. 
I,  therefore,  have  had  little  to  contribute  to  my 
colleagues  in  the  way  of  discussion. 

I  am,  of  course,  quite  well  informed  on,  and 
familiar  with,  the  subject  of  extraterritorial 
jurisdiction  and  with  Consular  Court  procedure  and 
practice.   During  my  incumbency  of  nearly  two 
years  at  Jerusalem  I  frequently  sat  Judicially  two 
or  three  days  of  each  week  and  heard  a  wide  variety 
of  cases.   Also  I  have  had  firsthand  observation 
of  Consular  court  functioning  in  China  and  Persia. 
My  study  of  the  subject  has  been  serious  and  fairly 
extensiye. 

There  are  numerous  British,  French,  Italian, 
German  and  Greek  nationals  or  prot^g^s  here.   Most 
of  the  local  Consular  courts  function  with  frequency, 
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and  the  average  consul  here  spends  an  appreciable 
amount  of  time  at  the  Special  Court. 

The  foreign  merchants  of  Addis  Abaha  have, 
through  their  Chamber  of  commerce,  drawn  up  a  pro- 
posed substitute  decree  which  is  transmitted  here- 
with  as  Enclosure  B.   Copies  have  been  sent  to 
the  Ethiopian  Government  and  to  each  of  the  Lega- 
tions with  a  request  for  supporting  action  by  the 
Diplomatic  Corps.   No  action  has  yet  been  taken 
or  intimated  by  the  latter  body.   The  substitute 


i  decree  differs  from  the  original  one  mainly  In  that 


it  provides  for  the  registration  of  foreign  firms 
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peotive  Consulates  and  take 


•i 


zation  for  nonregistration.   7/ith  rare  exception 
every  commercial  firm  in  Ethiopia  is  under  foreign 
protection.   Direct  registration  at  the  Ministry 
of  Commerce  would  be  practically  nil  because  of  the 
absence  of  any  active  oommercial  enterprise  under 
strictly  Ethiopian  name  or  control, 

Uy  colleagues  are  of  the  opinion  that  there 


f  is  an  active  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Ethiopian 
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Government,  as  evidenced  by  this  and  other  proposed 
deoreasi  to  drive  an  entering  wedge i  so  to  speak, 
behind  Article  7  of  the  Klobukowslcy  Treaty  with  a 
^  view  to  its  eventual  denunciation*   The  whole  sit- 

uation of  extraterritorial  Jurisdiction  here  impresses 
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me  as  being  more  or  less  nebulous.   The  Ethiop- 
ians themselves  do  not  fully  understand  the  situa- 
tion and  its  limitations  and  I  have  found  no  one 
of  my  colleagues  who  oan  present  a  clear  out  ex- 
position of  it.   That  a  form  of  extraterritorial- 
ity exists  appears  definite.   The  Ethiopians,  n^en 
the  question  arises,  say  that  they  have  never  con- 
sented to  it.   But  they  have  so  far  offered  no 
sustained  objection  to  its  operation.   The  ques- 
tion is  coming  more  and  more  to  the  front  and  it 
is  probable  that  not  much  more  time  will  elapse 
before  there  results  friction  of  sufficient  strength 
to  bring  about  the  opening  of  formal  discussion  and 
negotiations  for  something  to  take  the  place  of  what 
amounts  at  present  to  a  modus  Vivendi  and  no  more. 

Because  of  the  nebulosity  of  the  situation,  as 
already  suggested,  and  because  of  the  absence  of 


I  strictly  American  instances,  I  offer  at  this  time 


no  specific  comment  as  to  the  tendency  suggested  in 
the  opening  of  the  paragraph  Just  above.   Nor  have 
I  a  definite  basis  yet  upon  which  to  ask  for  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  attitude  I  should  take  in  meetings 
with  my  colleagues.   Such  instructions  will,  of 
course,  in  due  time  be  requested  but  I  deem  it  better 
to  wait  for  something  more  tangible  upon  which  to 
base  them. 

The  present  report  is  mainly  for  the  p\irpo8e  of 
keeping  the  Department  informed  of  the  trend  of  events. 
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I  azpeot  shortly  to  have  available  a  dlsoussion 
on  the  general  suhjeot  regarding  jurisdlotlon 
over  foreigners  In  Ethiopia,  prepared  hy  the  lead- 
ing foreign  attorney  in  Addis  Ababa,  of  which 
copies  will  be  prepared  for  transmission  to  the 
Department  in  oonneotion  with  the  present  and 
future  reports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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Enolo^res. 


Bnoloaure  A  jto  Diplomat  lo  Despatoh,  No>  153  of  Feb - 
('  ruary  4*^,  192ft,   fram^Allison 
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raftmring  ragiatration  or  all 
oominercial   flrma  In  E^iopla 
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His  Izoallenoy  tlia  Minis  tar  of  comnerca,  for 
tha  purpoaa  of  putting  Into  affaot  tha  Registry  of 
Comuarca  established  at  tha  Bureau  of  the  Ministry 
of  Commerce: 

Daoreea 


♦  , 


That  within  one  month  after  the  publication 
of  this  notlca  all  IndlTldual  merchants  and  all 
oommarolal  companlaa  siiat  enter  thalr  namas  In  tha 
Raglstry  of  Commeroa  established  for  that  purpoaa 
at  the  Ministry  of  Commarce* 

II 

That  a  primary  registration  la  required  of 
every  merchant  harlng  a  main  astabllshmant,  a 
branch  house  or  an  agency  In  Ethiopia*  . 

Ill 

That  any  ahangea  or  modifications  harlng  a 
direct  bearing  upon  tha  main  facta  Included  the 
registration  proper  shall  be  added  as  modifica- 
tions or  supplemantary  ooomiant* 

IT 

That  the  application  for  registration  shall 
be  made  out  In  duplicate  on  a  fom  Issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Reglatry  of  coonaaroa  to  those  con- 
ceroad. 

The  declaration  shall  be  signed  by  the  mar- 
chant,  or,  If  It  conoerna  a  company,  by  all  of 
Ita  managers  or  dlreetora* 


That  for  each  registration  tha  sim  of  ten 
thaler a  (MT|10*00)  will  be  collected.   For  a 
oommarolal  company  having  a  capital  over  MT| 

10»000, 
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10,000,  there  shall  be  an  additional  fee  of  ONS 
plaster  for  eaoh  thousand  thalers  of  capital  In 
exoess  of  that  amount. 

YI 

That  any  Infraction  of  the  requirement  for 
entry  In  the  Registry  of  Commerce  shall  InvolTe 
a  fine  of  from  1IT|20»00  to  IIT|£00.00« 

Til 

That  Involuntary  inaccuraoles  will  Involye 
no  penalty* 

That  Inaccuracies,  voluntary  or  made  In  had 
faith  to  evade  the  requirements  connected  with 
registration,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  from 

HT|100*00  to  MT|2,000.00. 

Yin 


That  the  Bureau  of  the  Registry  of  commerce 
holds  at  the  disposal  of  Interested  parties  the 
laws  and  regulations  concerning  the  Registry  of 
Commerce  • 

Addis  Ababa,  August  25th,  1928. 


MINISTER  OF  COlBflSRGX: 
Kagadras  liakonnen 
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ragmrlni^  ragla  

eommaroial  rirma  "In  g^KTopla. 


SI3BSTITUTE  MSA3DHE  FOR  THK  VJEO. 


Ui'^l 


COHCISRNIIIG  THE 


U't 


XSTRATIOH  OF  COMMgRCIAL  FIBMS> 


1*  Within  ona  month  following  tha  publication 
of  tha  praaant  Dteraa,  all  oonmeroial  and  induatrial 
inatitutiona*  tradara  and  ayary  paraon  angagad  in 
oonmaroial  azehanga  mnat  ragiatar  thamaalTaa  in  tha 
Comnaroial  Ragiatry  aatahliahad  for  that  purpoaa  at 
tha  Miniatrj  of  Comeroa* 

2.  Tha  application  for  ragiatration  ahall  follow 
tha  form  praacribad  and  aocording  to  tha  fozmula  to 
ba  daliTarad  at  tha  Miniatrj  of  conmaroe.   Thia  ra- 
quaat  ahall  ba  aignad  by  tha  paraon  or  paraona  ccm- 
patant  to  do  ao. 

3,  The  ragiatration  fea  ia  fixed  at  tan  thalara 
(MTflO.OO)*   Thare  shall  be  no  other  tax  in  this 
connection. 

4*  All  ohangaa  in  tha  organization  of  a  commar- 
cial  company  shall  ba  communicated  to  the  Ministry 
of  Commaroa  for  appropriate  cArreotion  of  the  original 
regiatration. 

5*  Ragiatration  shall  be  conpulaory.   Foreign- 
ers ahall  make  their  registrationa  at  their  respeo- 
tiTa  consulates.   In  caaea  of  infraction  the  GoTem- 
mant  will  take  the  necessary  measures  with  regard  to 
its  own  nationals  and  will  refer  such  oases  of  in- 
fraction on  tha  part  of  foreignara  to  the  consulataa 
concerned. 
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Ootober  30tli,   1929. 


hlopian  Deorea  for  the  Beglstratlon  of  Brokers 


Begiilation  of  Iforobants  and  Nagadla. 


The  honorable 

The  secretary  of  state. 


r^/^^ 


^^ 


^  SIR: 


u 


\ 


WASHINGTON 


) 


I 


I  bare  the  honor  to  tranoalt  herewith  translation 


of  an  official  Ethiopian  decree  requiring  the  registra- 
tion of  brokers  and  the  regulation  of  nerchants  and 


nagadis. 


o 


This  decree  is  of  no  iaportant  Interest  at  pjreee&{^ 
to  imerican  trade  but  is  representatlTe  of  the  tendency 
and  desire  of  the  Xthiopians  and  certain  of  theirifor- cc 
eign  adTlsors  to  place  local  trade  on  a  more  regular  and 
honest  basis  than  has  heretofore  existed.  I  Thestandard 
of  integritj  anong  the  smaller  merchants  and  brokers 
(merchandise  brokers)  of  the  country  has  not  been  high 
and  now  that  Bthlopian  trade  is  expanding  its  foreign 
oontaots  there  is  need  for  reform. 

Most  of  the  merchants  and  brokers  in  the  country 
are  foreigners  —  mainly  Irabs  and  Lerantines  —  and 
this  decree  has  accordingly  had  to  hare  the  approral  of 
the  Diplomatic  Corps*   Such  approral  has  been  giren 

only 
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only  after  More  than  a  year  of  dlsoussion  and  only  after 
many  ohanges  from  the  original  Xthlopian  proposal.  On 
Page  three  of  the  attached  deeree  will  be  noticed  a  sen- 
tence underlined  i^ioh  represents  an  smendaent  insisted 
upon  by  the  Diploaatic  Corps.  Curiously  this  aaendaent 
does  not  appear  in  the  decree  as  officially  published  by 
the  Xthiopian  QoTemment  although  it  is  in  the  certified 

% 

original  copy  of  the  decree  in  the  Xthiopian  archires. 
It  was,  of  course,  objected  to  by  the  Xthiopian  Gorem- 
Bent  whioh  had  to  accept  it,  howerer,  as  one  of  the  con- 
ditions of  approral  by  the  Diploaatic  Corps  of  the  aain 
proTisiens  of  the  decree* 

The  amendaent  in  question  was,  of  course,  necessary 
in  accordance  with  the  French  Klobukowsky  Treaty  of  1906 
(preriously  discussed  in  rarious  of  the  Diplomatic  des- 
patches fres  this  office)  whioh  prorides  for  foreigners 
in  Xthiopia  a  font  of  extraterritorial  status. 

The  tern  nagadis  nsntioned  in  the  decree  is  used  to 
designate  a  class  of  prorinoial  traders  who  aocoapany, 
control,  or  are  otherwise  connected  with,  the  carawans 
eaployed  in  collecting  hides,  skins,  and  other  country 
produce  for  transportation  to  aarket  centers,  or  with 
oararans  which  in  turn  distribute  nerchandise  to  Til- 
lages of  the  interior.   They  are  usually  Xthiopians 
whereas  the  merchants  and  brokers  are  usually  foreigners. 
There  is  no  consistently  accurate  translation  of  the  Xth- 
iopian word  nagadi. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient 
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IDDISON  S. 

Minister  and  Consul  General. 
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In  ord«r  to  enforce  tbe  registration  of  brokers  and 
tlie  regoXation  of  aeroliante  and  nagadia,'*'  the  Acting  Min- 
ister of  Ceoneroe  issnes  the  following:  ' 


•Jl'  1 


! 


That  within  two  aonths  following  the  pfablication  of 
the  present  Mot ice  all  brokers,  aerchants  and  nagadis 
atnst  conform  with  the  following  reqnireBents : 


SIOTIOM  A> 


I  i:  h; 


AMAOADIS. 


ixtlole  I 


fire  days  are  allowed  to  all  merchants  to  pay  nagad- 
is for  goods  delirered*   This  period  begins  on  the  day 
when  the  merchant  takes  possession  of  the  goods.  Mer- 
chants not  paying  nagadis  within  the  prescribed  fire  days 
shall  be  required  to  pay  all  the  usoal  expenses  of  the 
nagadis,  sach  as  food,  lodging  and  cararan  maintenance. 
All  protested  cases  shall  be  adjudicated,  without  appeal, 
by  two  arbitrators,  one  being  chosen  by  either  side. 

Article  II> 

Magadis  frem  the  interior  are  bound  to  sell  and  de- 
liTor  goods  only  of  proper  marketable  quality,  free  from 
foreign  substances  and  packed  in  the  usual  manner,  as  a 
guarantee  to  the  buyer  of  weight  and  quality.   The  par- 
chased  goods  Mist  be  carefully  rerified  by  the  purchaser 
at  the  time  of  delirery.   The  purchaser  must  declare  his 
objections  iiBediately.   In  eases  of  disputed  selection, 
an  expert  shall  be  chosen  by  the  two  contestants  in  mutual 
agreement.   Any  nagadi  rielating  the  proTisions  of  the 
present  Article  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  equal  to 
double  the  ralue  fraudulently  taken  from  the  purchaser. 

Article  III. 

For  all  disputes  not  coTsred  in  the  preceding  art- 
icles, each  side  shall  appoint  an  arbitrator.   In  case 

of 


^Bagadi:  A  natire  trader  from  the  interior,  accom- 
panying, controlling,  or  otherwise  connected  with  cara- 
Tan  trade. 
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of  dlMigre«iMnt  b«twe«n  the  parties  for  the  appointaent 
of  arbitrators,  the  Chief  of  the  Customs,  In  acoordanoe 
If  neoessary  with  the  Consul  or  Consuls  conoemed,  shall 
choose  a  super-arbitrator  whose  decision  shall  not  be 
subject  to  appeal  and  shall  be  IrreTocable. 

Article  U. 

In  Tlew  of  the  Ignorance  of  the  nagadls,  contracts 
and  receipts  mist  be  drawn  up  free  of  charge  before  an 
officer  In  the  Customs  Serrlce* 

In  each  district  and  according  to  the  needs  of  the 
narlcet  an  officer  shall  be  established  for  the  purpose 
of  executing  contracts  and  receipts* 

In  cases  of  dispute  between  the  merchants  and  the 
nagadls,  no  contract  or  receipt  shall  be  ralid  unless 
the  proTlslons  of  this  Article  are  oonplied  with* 
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Article  Zr 

All  brokers  mst  ccaplj  with  the  regulations  for 
merchants.   They  must,  moreoTer,  be  listed  in  a  Regis 
ter  established  for  this  purpose  at  the  Office  of  Re- 
gistration. 

Article  II. 

In  order  to  qualify  for  the  aboTe  prorided  regis- 
tration all  brokers  shall  present  to  the  Registration 
authorities  a  declaration  signed  by  two  wellknown  mer- 
chants in  the  city  and  if  necessary  authenticated  by 
the  Consul  of  their  nationality,  in  support  of  their 
integrity  and  good  commercial  reputation. 

Article  III. 

The  Registration  Authorities  shall  collect  a  tax 
of  ten  thalers  (]ff|10«00)  once  only,  for  the  license. 
All  brokers  in  possession  of  this  license  shall  be  frei 
to  engage  in  their  business. 

Article  IT. 

Any  broker  dealing  in  skins,  wax,  coffee,  etc., 
without  prior  reglstratloni  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine 
of  25  thalers  (lfT|25.00).   If  the  same  person  contin- 
ues after  such  fine  to  make  transactions  without  li- 
cense, he  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  100  thalers 
(IffflOO.OO).   For  the  third  offense  the  fine  shall  be 
200  thalers  (1IT|S00,00). 

Article 
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Artlole  y. 

That  It  is  forbidden  for  brokers  to  undertake  any 
brokerage  operation  when  there  Is  personal  Interest  In 
the  transaction.   The  Initial  Tlolatlon  of  this  pro- 
hibition shall  render  the  offender  liable  to  a  fine  of 
10  to  100  thalers  (MTflO.OO  to  ]IT#100«00).   The  second 
offense  shall  entail  a  fine  of  100  to  500  thalers  (]IT# 
100*00  to  500*00),  cancellation  from  the  list  of  regis- 
tered brokers  and  cancellation  of  further  rlc^t  to  en- 
gage In  brokerage*   These  penalties  shall  be  enforced 
without  affecting  the  amount  of  damages  that  might  be 
due  to  the  wronged  party* 

Article  TI. 

Brokers,  In  addition  to  the  regular,  legally  re- 
quired register  prescribed  for  merchants,  must  keep  a 
record  book  In  which  they  shall  take  note  of  their  opera 
tlons.   This  book  must  be  kept  without  erasure  and  must 
be  Initialled  by  the  Brokers*  Registration  Office* 

SECTION  Cg.  GBOSRAL  PROVISIONS, 

Infractions  InrolTlng  foreigners  shall  be  estabc 
llshed  before  the  local  authorities  who  shall  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  trial  and  Judgment  of  the 
offender  before  the  Commercial  Section  of  the  Special 
Tribunal  (i.e.,  Mixed  Court). 

Comawrcial  Section  (of  the  Special  Tribunal ) • 

The  Commercial  Section  of  the  Special  Tribunal 
shall  be  presided  orer  by  the  Director  General  of  Cus- 
toms, assisted  by  the  consul  of  the  offender  and  two 
experts.   The  experts,  who  shall  be  chosen  from  re- 
putable merchants,  shall  sit  only  as  adrlsers.   Spe- 
cialists, if  necessary  from  the  non-merchant  class, 
may  be  chosen  if  needed  for  expert  adyice. 


(The  following  penultimate  paragraph  appeared  in 
italics,  only  in  the  Trench  COUKKIEB  D*ITHIOPII,  Addis 
Ababa:  The  enforcement  of  decree  issued  by  the  ]£ 
of  Commerce  shall  be  the^u^by  of  tFe  loealauthor 


.nlstr: 


upon  prio~request"Troii  t!     . 
^the  agreement  of  the  Com 


or 


'ireetor  General  of  custcSs 
,ar  Corps)* 


Fines  shall  be  paid  at  the  Commercial  Section  of 
the  Special  Tribunal  at  the  conclusion  of  trial  and 
through  the  usual  channels  of  execution  of  Judgment. 


The  Acting  Minister  of  Commerce 
to  ulteriorly  issue  a  decree  for  the 
weights,  scales,  etc. 


reserres  the  rl^t 
regulation  of 
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Addia  Ababa ♦ 


THE  ACTING  UINISTSR  07 
OOmCBRCE. 


*Date  omitted  from  BXRHAIODU.  SALAIC,  deoraet  appear- 
ing in  tbat  official  Sthlopian  organ  being  nnderatood  to 
take  the  date  of  publication.   September  14tli,  1929,  was 
given  by  the  French  OOUBRIKR  O'STHIOPIS* 


^       j*^  • 


♦'  i 


1, 


4. 


i. 


I 

V 

t.. 


1; 
I 


^W 


f'M 


NO. 


124 


«  •    Ai.  'V«    U 


.J  k„  1^  (J  «^  ' 


•  L.- 


1 


/I 


'1. 


5  *-  V" 


1^1211 


t 


>-' 


A 


^)  :>vM^>  T 


'^ 


-/AMERICAN  CONSULATE  GENERAL, 

o\g- ...  Wis  Ababa,   Ethiopia. 


r: 


October  Slst,   1929 


DEPARTMENT 

DEC  - 

O.v:  ;iC:\'  ofj 


SIR: 


loplan  Decree  Requiring  the  Registration  of 


eosneroial  ?iTois. 


FOR  DISTRIBUIIC;.'  -  C 


Tr 


The  honorable 


fv^o 


»       /•« 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 


I  r         -» 


feS 


ASHINGTON. 


I  haye  the  honor  to  tr 


It  herewith  translation 


of  an  Ethiopian  decree  requiring  the  registration  of  all 
commercial  or  industries,  firms  or  ooapeuiies  operating  in 
Ethiopia. 

One  purpose  of  this  decree,  namely  a  desire  of  i|he 
Ethiopians  to  place  local  trade  on  a  more  regular  and 
accurate  basis  than  heretofore,  is  the  same  as  that  \ 

i 

which  mainly  caused  the  issuance  of  the  decree  concez4i- 
ing  the  registration  of  brokers,  etc.,  of  which  copy  was 
transmitted  with  our  Consular  Despatch  No.  123  of  October 
50th,  1929.   inother  purpose  of  this  decree  is  rerenne. 
The  probable  amount  to  be  collected  is  not  great  but  will 
perhaps  be  sufficient  to  be  useful  to  the  Ethiopian  Got- 
ernment  in  its  present  status  of  insufficient  cash  in- 
come.  Much  of  the  income  of  this  goremment  is  in  agri- 
culttiral  and  other  produce  which  cannot  readily  be  con- 
Terted  into  cash  because  of  the  lack  of  roads  or  other 
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means  of  transportation  sal table  for  bringing  it  profit- 
ably  to  railhead  for  sale  to  exporters  and  others. 

The  attached  deoree  was  sabmltted  to  the  local  Dip- 


lomatic Corps  for  prior  discussion  and  approTal*  )   iny 
foreigner  who  rlolates  Its  prorlslons  can  be  penalized 
only  through  interrention  and  consent  of  the  loceJL  Con- 
sul of  the  nationality  inyolTed.  fThis  means  probably 
that  a  foreigner  will  seldom  be  penSlTzed  and  that  the 
decree  will  not  be  rery  actlTely  enforced 

So  far  as  is  known  to  this  office  there  are  no 
local  firms  of  imerlcan  nationality  which  will  come 
under  the  operation  of  this  deoree  unless  it  be  the 
local  agency  of  the  Singer  Manufacturing  Company  which 
is  operated  by  Greeks  under  the  agenoy  of  the  oompany 
at  Khartoum  and  as  to  the  legal  national  status  of 
which  we  hare  not  yet  obtained  ruling.   The  local 
agent  has  represented  to  this  office  that  he  is  an 
JUnerioan  firm  and  we  have  asked  him  to  present  suoh 
documents  as  he  nay  have  in  support  of  his  claim* 
The  matter  will  later  be  placed  before  the  Department 
for  a  ruling 

ixtiole  seven  of  the  attached  decree  refers  to 
another  deoree  of  which  popy  was  forwarded  with  our 
Consular  Despatch  No.  XZ^  of  October  SOth,  1929. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  s 


IDDISOH  E.  SOmBARD 

Minister  and  Consul  Oeneral* 
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Enclosure  to  Despatch  No»  l&i  of  October  51st.  1929.  from 
Aaaison  g»  SouthariflL.  MiSTster  ana  Coasiil  Gsnersl  at 


HBGiaTKR  Oy  90^0gRCg. 
TRAWSLATIOH  TBQM  THK  IHPIOH* 


MOTICB. 


For  the  enforoement  of  the  Beglster  of  Commerce 
tabllshed  by  the  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce, 
Acting  Minister  of  Coanerce  issues  the  following 


es- 

the 


DBi 


h:<  •! 


: 


Article  I> 

Within  two  months  following  the  pablioation  of  the 
present  decree  all  commercial  or  industrial  campanies, 
merchants,  and  all  persons  engaging  in  commerce  must 
register  at  the  Register  of  Commerce,  established  for 
this  purpose  at  the  Ministry* 

Article  II. 

Application  for  registration  will  be  made  in  the 
prescribed  manner  and  according  to  a  formula  which  will 
be  delirered  at  the  Ministry*   This  application  shall 
be  signed  by  the  registrant  or  other  competent  persons* 

Article  III* 

The  registration  fee  Is  a  single  tax  of  ten  thalers 
(MTllO.OO). 

Article  IT* 

All  changes  in  the  name  of  a  company  must  be  com- 
municated to  the  Ministry  for  correction  of  the  origin- 
al registration* 

Article  V. 

Registration  Is  compulsory  on  pain  of  a  fine  of 
£0  thalers  (MTfSO.OO)*   This  fine  shall  be  raised  to 
50  thalers  in  the  case  of  a  seoond  infraction*   If 
the  merchant  for  the  third  time  refuses  to  register  he 
shall  no  longer  be  considered  in  trade  and  may  legally 
be  preyented  from  carrying  on  his  business* 

Article  TI* 

New  merchants  establishing  themselTes  in  Ithlopla 
shall  hare  a  period  of  two  months  in  which  to  register* 

Article 
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Artlole  711. 

The  application  of  this  decree  is  subject,  with 
respect  to  foreigners,  to  the  General  ProTisiops  (Sec- 
tion C)  of  the  decree  regarding  hrokers  and  re'gullating 
merchants  and  nagadis. 

Addis  JLhaba,  ♦ 


THE  ACTINa  MIHISTER  OF 
001 


I  i:<M 


'^Date  space  left  blank  in  the  official  BIRHANIHA 
SALAM,  it  generally  being  xinderstood  that  decrees  ap- 
pearing therein  take  the  date  of  publication.  The 
Trench  COUBRISR  D*ITHIOPII  gare  September  14th,  1929, 
but  September  19th,  1929,  would  appear  to  be  official. 
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losing  translation  of  official  EthiopisA  notice 
and  Deoroe  requiring  registration  of  all  oommar ci al 
or  industrial  firms  or  oompanies  opiorating  in  Sthiopia* 
The  only  known  Aisarican  firm  which  odght  coma  under 
operation  of  the  deeree  is  the  local  agency  of  Singer 
Uanufaoturing  ComDanyt  onerated  by  (^eeks  under  the 
agency  at  Kkartoiam  Agent  is  to  sulmit  documents  in 
suoDort  of  claim  of  American  nationality  of  the  firm. 
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AMERICAN  CONSUI 

Addis  Ababa,   E 


(C 
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"  ,i.'*-JlvOtC  2 1  1329 

^iTovember  18th,    1929  • 

DLC  2  0  29 

Subject:    Requesting  a  Ruling  as   to  Rlglit  of  the  singer  sewing 

Machine  Company  in  Ethiopia   to  Amerioan  Pro'tej^tij 


5 


/ 


The  Honorable 


Sir: 


F»RDI 


The  Secretary  of  State 


Washington.. 

I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  Consular  Despatch 
No,  124  of  October  31st,  1929,  submitting  translation 
of  a  decree  requiring  the  registration  of  commercial 
firms  in  Ethiopia.   It  was  pointed  out  therein  that 
the  only  local  firm  claiming  American  nationality  and 
likely  to  come  under  the  operation  of  the  Ethiopian 
registration  decree,  is  the  Singer  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, operated  here  by  Greeks  under  the  agency  at  Khar- 
toum.   It  was  added  that  when  documentary  evidence 
should  be  produced  in  support  of  the  local  agent* s 
claim,  the  matter  would  be  placed  before  the  Depart- 
ment for  ruling. 

The  nationality  of  this  firm  has  been  further 


brought  to  an  issue  in  connection  with  Its  change  of 


name.    The  local  agent  informed  this  office  that  the^Q 
affairs  of  the  Singer  Manufacturing  Company  had  been  to 


transferred  (locally  effective  August  8th,  1929)  to 
the  Singer  Sewing  Itochine  Company  of  New  Jersey.   He 
requested  registration  of  the  new  firm  at  this  office 
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In  order  to  operate  here  under  ijiierloan  law. 


The 


agent  added  that  the  Addle  Ababa  branch  is  now  under 
the  direction  of  the  branch  at  Jaffa,  Palestine,  which 
in  turn  is  under  Cairo  and  Paris. 

Trcuislatlon  of  the  documenteiry  evidence  supplied 
by  the  local  Singer  agent  are  submitted  herewithr; 
These  are  (1)  power  of  attorney  from  Mr.  S.  Ibravanel, 
in  the  stated  capacity  of  Director  General,  authoriz- 
ing Mr,  Michel  zorbas  to  control  the  affairs  of  the 
company  in  Ethiopia  and  Djibouti,  the  execution  of 
which  was  acknowledged  on  Form  88  at  the  American  Con- 
sulate at  Cairo;  (2)  an  order  from  the  Jaffa  branch, 
August  8th,  1929,  regarding  the  change  of  name  and 
its  advertisement  in  a  local  newspaper,  and  enclosing 
letters  to  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia  regarding  transfer 
of  accounts;  and  (3)  and  (4)  the  enclosures  described 
under  (2)  above. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  add  that  no  American 
citizens  are  known  to  be  employed  by  the  Singer  Sewing 


Machine  Company  in  Ethiopia  or  French  Somaliland. 
Few  if  any  of  its  employees  in  these  two  countries 
appear  to  have  a  praotioeLL  knowledge  of  English. 
local  agent  reports  that  the  majority  of  the  singer 
machines  sold  in  Ethiopia  are  manufactured  in  Scotland. 

As  previously  reported  to  the  Department,  this 
office  has  from  time  to  time  rendered  informal  assis- 
tance to  the  Singer  Company,   It  has  for  example  been 


represented 
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represented  at  numerous  petty  Singer  cases  at  the 
Special  Tribunal  (Bthiopia's  "Mixed  Court")  for 
collection  of  arrears,  seizure  of  machines  and 
punishment  of  defaulting  Ethiopian  clients.   This 
office  was  also  recently  req.uested  by  the  local 
French  Consular  Court  to  require  attachment  by  the 
Singer  Company  of  the  saleury  of  one  of  its  employees 
of  French  nationality,  for  the  settlement  of  a  French 
Court  judgment  against  the  employee  in  favor  of  a 
local  foreign  creditor.   The  singer  sewing  Machine 
Compemy  is  thus  locally  accepted  as  American. 

Our  Consular  Court  has  not  yet  had  occasion  to 


function.   Aside  from  the  Singer  company  the  other 
known  American  interests  resident  in  this  consular 
district  are  those  of  several  groups  of  missioneiries, 
two  American  bom  negroes  and  a  naturalized  Greek. 
The  Singer  Company  is  not  unlikely  sooner  or  later 
to  have  litigation  as  defendant  with  other  non-Ethio- 
pians, of  sufficiently  serious  nature  to  require 
formal  American  Consular  Court  procedure.   If  and 
when  this  happens  it  would  seem  essential  to  deter- 
mine primarily  its  right  to  our  protection  under  the 
extra- territoriality  enjoyed  in  practice  here  by 
foreigners  (Article  VII,  Klobukowsky  Treaty,  January 
10th,  1908) . 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  request  the  Depart- 
ment's instructions  as  to  whether  the  Singer  sewing 
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Machine  Company  as  organized  and  operated  In  Ethio- 
pia should  be  regarded  an  American  firm  for  purposes 
of  A;merioan  Consular  court  or  other  official  protec- 


tion. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


ADDISON  3.  SOUTHAI 
Minister  &  Consul  General. 


4  Enclosures 
as  described. 
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Enclosure  llo.    1  with  Consular  Despatch  TTo^    188 ^   dated 
I^ovember  iFEE,    1989,    from  Minister  &  tfonsul  genera 
Addison  E>   Southard,   Addlsl^aT^ai   EThlopla^ 


Translation. 


I,  the  undersigned  S.  ,Abravanel,  Director  General 
of  the  Singer  Hanufacturlng  Company,  a  firm  duly  organiz- 
ed and  established  In  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  one  of  the  united  States  of  Arie- 
rloa,  by  virtue  of  the  power  of  attorney  of  February 
29th,  1916,  duly  legalized  and  conferring  upon  me  the 
right  of  appointment,  do  hereby  give  to  i:t.   Michel 
Zorbas,  our  agent  in  Ethiopia  and  Djibouti,  power  to 
manage  and  control,  in  the  name  and  for  the  account 
of  The  Singer  Manufacturing  Company,  Its  branches  in 
Ethiopia  and  Djibouti;  appoint  or  dismiss  agents  or 
employees;  to  sell  or  rent  Singer  sewing  machines  for 
cash  or  on  credit,  according  to  the  Company^ s  schedule; 
to  file  all  law3ults;  to  proceed  with  all  prosecutions 
and  attachments  or  arrests  for  debt  before  all  courts, 
civil  as  well  as  correctional;  to  assign,  defend,  appeal, 

accept,  defer,  refer  and  take  oath;  to  make  all  seizures 
of  movable  or  immovalbe  property;  to  order  the  seizure 
of  any  sewing  machines  sold  on  credit  or  rented  out; 
obtain  all  judgments  or  awards;  to  have  them  executed 
by  all  legal  ways  or  means;  liqL^ldate  account  in  the 

courts  and  collect  the  amounts  due;  to  withdraw  docu- 
ments deposited  at  any  governmental  clerk^s  or  other 
record  office;  to  settle  with  clients  out  of  court 
and  request  cancellation  of  his  own  prosecutions;  to 
plead  falsity  (of  representations) ;  to  take  delivery 
from  the  post  office  of  all  letters,  parcels,  postal 
money  orders  or  telegrams;  to  receive  all  merchandise 
from  railways,  ships  and  other  transport  companies; 
and  to  appoint  arbitrators  and  experts,  their  subs- 
titutes or  successors.  .-..l^--''-"- 

The  present  power  of  attorney  excludes  the  ri^ht^ 
to  sign  lease  contracts  and  promissory  notes. 


(Signed)   S.  Abravanel. 


Acknowledgment  of  the  Document > 

The  execution  of  the  foregoing  power  of  attorney 
was  duly  acknowledged  (Form  |fo.88)  on  June  7th,  1927, 
at  the  American  Consulate  at  Cairo,  Egypt. 
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Enclosure  No,  2  with  Consular  Despatoh  No.  128,  dated 

November  iTOT.  19g9|  frgm  l^Ua^stej  fc  QoqsuI  general 

;hard.  Addis  Ababa,  Etn 


Addison  E.  Southard,  Addis  ^^»^»^, 


Translation. 


SINGER  SEWING  IIACHINE  COLiPAl^TY. 

Jaffa,   Palestine. 
P.    0.   Box  166 


I 


Ret.:   leg/59 


Jaffa,   August  8th,    1929. 


The   Singer  l\5anufacturing  company. 
For  Llr^   Zorbas, 

Addis  Ababa. 


Sir: 


m 
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Change  of  Name  of  the  Company > 

We  send  you  herewith  copies  of  our  letters  RG/57 
and  RG/58  of  this  date  addressed  to  the  Beink  of  Abys- 
sinia. 

Kindly  note  that  henceforth  you  should  use  the 
new  company  name  in  all  correspondence,  whether  gene- 
ral or  with  your  branches. 

Regarding  your  attorney's  suggestion  for  regis- 
tration at  the  American  Legation,  you  may  yourself 

inquire  if  an  official  letter  is  necessary,  and  if 
such  is  the  case,  make  a  simple  announcement  as  pro- 
posed by  your  attorney,  and  send  us  a  copy. 

Concerning  the  proposed  newspaper  publicity, 

please  inform  us  if  this  is  practicable  and  send  your 
proposed  text  for  our  approval,  and  for  use  at  the 
same  time  as  advertisement. 

Incidentally  you  are  advised  that  you  should 

retain  copies  of  all  documents,  letters,  etc.  forward* 
ed  to  us,  according  to  the  req^uirements  of  the  notice 
herewith. 

Very  truly  yours, 

SIl^IGER  SEWING  LCACHIITE  COMPANY 
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(Signed)  P.  Graham, 


3  Enclosures. 


i 


'i 


•S..V. 


v^ 


Bnolosure  No.  3  with  Consular  Despatch  No,  lgQ»  dated 
NovemDer  in^,"ly2y,  rrom  Minister  &  consul  General 


Translation, 


Jaffa,  August  8th,  1929. 


Ra/57 


Bank  of  Abyssinia, 
Addis  Ahaba. 


Sirs: 

We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  from  this 

date  the  SINGER  SEWDIG  i;aCHII:E  COIIPAITY  will  take 
charge  of  all  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  our  busi- 
ness, and  of  all  our  rights  and  obligations  arising 
from  our  transactions  with  your  Bank,  with  other 
credit  organizations  and  with  the  public. 

We  beg  you  to  take  note  of  this  change  and  to 
transfer  our  entire  account  integrally  to  the  name  of 
the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  company  of  New  jersey 
(U.  S.  A.). 

Accordingly,  our  own  account  with  you  terminates 
from  this  date. 

Very  truly  yours. 


THE  SINGER  LIANTIFAC TURING  COMPANY. 


(Signed)   P.  G. 
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Enclosure  No«  4  witli  Consular  Despatch  No.  128,  dated 
Novembe r~18 th ,  19E9,  from  Minister  fc  Consul  General 

Southard,  AddisThaha,  Ethiopia, 


Trein  slat  ion. 


Jaffa,  August  8th,  1929. 


RG/58 


Bank  of  Abyssinia, 
Addis  Ababa. 


Sirs: 


We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  from  this 
date  we  have  assuned  charge  of  all  the  assets  and 
liabilities  or  THE  SINGER  MAinjF  AC  TURING  COIIPANY,  as 

well  as  its  rights  and  obligations  arising  from  all 
transactions  with  your  Bank,  with  other  credit  orga- 
nizations and  with  the  public. 

We  beg  you  to  take  note  of  this  change,  trans- 
ferring to  our  credit  all  sums  due  to  the  Singer 
Manufacturing  Company. 

Very  truly  yours, 


its 


si::ger  sEvarc  rj^cHn^  goi.tany. 


(Signed)   P.  G. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  STAllt 


DIVISION  OF  NEAR  EASTERN  AFFAIRS 


IT  OF  STATE 


LI  CI  TOR 


*AX'  ^-vU  'S.J.u^  W-1C 


Jaauary  3,  1930. 
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ionalltj  of  the  Singer  Sewing 
\j   has  arisen  iMre  than  onoe. 


the  Department *B  assittanoe 

f 

in  Russia  and  filed  a  olais 
8  there  sustained.  At  that 


from  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine 
[ation  with  respect  to  its 
nished  the  Department  with 


a  certified  copy  of  its  charter  and  certain  by-laws* 

In  the  charter  it  is  provided  that  the  business  of 
the  company  shall  be  managed  by  six  directors  who  shall 
be  elected  for  one  yeax.  At  this  time,  which  was  in  1930, 
the  company  furnished  the  Department  with  affidarits  to 
the  effect  that  four  of  its  directors  were  American  oitiaens 
The  secretary,  however ,  appears  to  have  been  an  englishman 
and  it  has  long  been  understood  that  the  president  is  an 


Inglish  bfluronet.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that j the 


m 
directors  hold  office  for  only  one  year,  and  therefore,  ^ 

the  nationality  of  the  directors  may  change  from  yei^  to  |^ 
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year 


A  question  arose  with  respect  to  protecting  the 


interests  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company  of  Hew 

Jersey 
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Department  of  State 


^'Efi  1 9  1930 

l>ept,  of  State 


My  dear  Mr.  Murray: 


E    SOLICITOR 


i 


DiUrT 


ii 


January  3,  1930. 


The  question  of  the  nationality  of  the  Singer  Sewing 
Maohlne  Oonpany  of  Hew  Jersey  has  arisen  isore  than  once. 
This  oonpany  requested  the  Department's  assistance 

r 

with  respect  to  Its  property  In  Russia  and  filed  a  claim 

against  Russia  for  the  losses  there  sustained.  At  that 

time  the  Department  obtained  from  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine 

Company  of  Hew  Jersey  Information  with  respect  to  Its 

cltlsenshlp.  The  ooiBpany  furnished  the  Department  with 

a  certified  copy  of  Its  charter  and  certain  by-laws* 

In  the  charter  It  Is  provided  that  the  business  of 

the  company  shall  be  managed  by  six  directors  who  shall 

be  elected  for  one  year.  At  this  time,  which  was  In  1930, 

the  company  furnished  the  Department  with  affidavits  to 

the  effect  that  four  of  Its  directors  were  American  oltlsens 

The  secretary,  however,  appears  to  have  been  an  Sngllshman 

and  It  has  long  been  understood  that  the  president  Is  an 

Sngllsh  baronet.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that i the  _^ 

m 

directors  hold  office  for  only  one  year,  and  therefore,  ^ 

to 

the  nationality  of  the  directors  may  change  from  yefl^  to  !^ 
year .  *^ 

A  question  arose  with  respect  to  protecting  the 

interests  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Maohlne  Company  of  Hew 

Jersey 
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Jersey  ^^  Moroooo  and  at  ttiat  tine  Consul  aaneral  Tredwell, 
at  an  inapector,  made  InTestl gat ions  in  Morocco  and  reported 
orally  to  the  Department  upon  his  return  that  he  questioned 
very  much  as  to  whether  the  company  was  in  reality  an 
American  concern.  He  stated  that  he  understood  that  most 
of  the  European  and  African  trade  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Ma- 
chine Company  of  New  Jersey  was  furnished  from  the  Scotch 
factories  and  that  the  managerial  control  was  in  Paris* 
He  suggested  that  he  would  go  to  Hew  York  ajid  speak  to  the 
officers  of  the  company  with  a  view  to  persuading  them  to 
establish  that  there  was  a  preponderance  of  American  inter- 
est in  the  company.  Upon  his  return  from  lew  Tork  he  stated 
to  the  writer  that  he  could  obtain  no  satisfactory  informa- 
tion  and  that  he  was  not  receiyed  with  any  spirit  of  coopera- 
tion. The  matter  in  question  passed  orer  without  the 
necessity  for  the  Department  to  take  f\irther  action. 

It  may  be  that ^before  deciding  finally  upon  what  pro- 
tection,  if  any,  we  should  gire  to  the  interests  of  the 


Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company  in  Ethiopia, 


you  may 


care  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  appropriate 
officers  of  the  company  in  lew  Tork,  stating  that  a  question 
has  arisen  with  respect  to  the  company's  nationality  and 
asking  them  to  furnish  the  Department  with  a  statement  as 
to  the  nationality  of  the  present  officers  and  directors 
and  the  nationality  of  the  imjority  of  the  stockholders  in 

order  that  the  Department  maj   determine  whether  it  is  in  a 

posltioa 
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posltlon  to  intervene  In  behalf  of  the  company  should  an 
oocasion  arise  in  which  the  representatives  of  the  ooBpany 
in  Ethiopia  should  apply  to  the  American  Minister  Resident 
for  assistance  or  protection. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 


iD^ex  Bnroau 


*^*^^tIMVlSION  OF  NEAR  EASTERN  AFFAIRS 


FEB  1  9  1930 

Dept«  of  State 

Mr.    Murray: 


January  7,  1930 


Yesterday  I  oalled  upon  Ivir*  Hillyer,  Chief  of  the 
Commerolal  Intelligenoe  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreig 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  to  inquire  about  the  Singer  Sewin 
Machine  Company  conorning  which  Mr,  Southard  at  Addis 
Ababa  has  recently  requested  instructions.    Itr.  Hillyer 
stated  that  the  Department  of  Commerce  had  on  several 
occasions  requested  the  Singer  Sewing  iJlachine  Company  to 
fill  out  the  Department's  "Form  57",  in  order  that  it 
might  be  determined  whether  the  company  was  entitled  to 
.commercial  information.    The  Singer  Company,  however, 


had  consistently  declined  to  furnish  the  required  infor- 
mation aad  consequently  had  never  received  any  services 
from  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

I  reviewed  briefly  the  question  that  had  arisen  in 
Ethiopia  and  pointed  out  that  in  this  instance  it  was  not 
a  matter  of  commercial  information,  but  whether  the  Singer 
Company  was  entitled  to  be  registered  in  the  Consulate 
at  Addis  Ababa  as  an  American  company •    I  stated  that  it 


seemed  to  me  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  refuse  puch 
registration  since  the  company  was  actually  incorpprateor 
in  the  United  States  (Mew  Jersey).    Itr.  Hillyer  agreed*^^ 
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I  have  since  looked  up  the  Singer  Company  in  Moody's 
Manual  and  I  find  that  the  parent  organization  is  a  New 
Jersey  corporation  known  as  the  "Singer  Mia.nufact\iring 
Company",  incorporated  in  1873.   This  concern,  in  turn, 
owns  the  "Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company" ,  also  a  New  Jer- 
sey Corporation,   Incidentally  it  is  this  latter  corpor- 
ation that  Is  now  operating  in  Sthiopia.   The  president 
of  these  two  companies  is  Sir  Douglas  Alexander,  a  British 
l>aronet;   it  is  impossitle  to  determine  the  nationality  of 
the  other  directors  and  officers.   There  is  a  third  com- 
pany,  incorporated  in  England,  known  as  the  "Singer  Man\ifao- 
turing  Company,  Limited"|  of  whose  £.2,000,000  outstanding 
shares  i, 500,000  are  owned  by  the  Singer  Manufacturing  Co« 
(New  Jersey) •        


It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  hardly  refuse  the  Singer 
Sewing  Maoline  Company  (New  Jersey)  the  right  of  register- 
ing in  the  Consulate  General  at  Addis  Ababa  as  an  American 
company  and  that  we  cannot  refuse  to  give  the  company  pro- 
tection in  the  event  that  such  action  is  req^uired*    On  the 
other  hand,  since  the  goods  sold  by  the  company  in  Ethiopia 
are  understood  to  be  manufactured  in  the  plant  of  the  Singer 
l^Ianufaoturing  Company,  Limited,  at  Clydesdale,  Scotland,  I 
think  that  Mr»  Southard  might  be  instructed  that  he  should 
furnish  the  company  with  commercial  information  only  if  it 
can  be  shov/n  that  an  American  interest  is  involved. 
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Tbo  Hoatimblt 

Add! MB  I.   9<mtliurd« 

Aserioaa  lliBis%«fr  P««ideDt» 
Addlt  Absba. 


sirt 


The  v«««ipt  !•  «elaMvl«tfg«d  of  your  dttpatoh 


MAterprlset  and  of  tbe  aAtioBalitf  of  tht  poarooaa 
Aeoted  therovttli.  Ovlng  to  tbo  diffeyenoo  In  tbo  oxt«it 
of  tbo  •xtrottrritorial  prlTlItgeo  osoroiood  bf  tbo 
ttoited  Stoteo  la  different  oofOBtrieo,  it  bao  wm\  booB 


Xa$  of  lovoii»ov  It,  1939^  iB  obiob  yoa  roqueot         c^' 


!• 


instructioBs  oo  to  whether  tbo  SiBfrer  Bowing  BoohlBO 
Oo«pon]r»  orgoBicod  Ib  lev  Jeyooy,  oboold  bo  rogordod 
ao  an  ABeriooB  f im  for  pwrpotet  of  AaeriooB  ooBoulav 
oourt  jBTiodiotioB  BBd  dipIoBotio  protootioB. 

In  TBrioue  ootmtrieo  la  whi^  tbo  United  8tateo 
ezeroioeo  the  privilege  of  oxtroterritorialitT,  re 
■eBdatlOBO  have  beoi  aodo  with  reopoot  to  the  regittra-   ^  ^ 
tioa  of  ABerlooB  ooeiponieo,  ohetber  oorporatloas  or 
partnererlpBy  iB  order  that  the  appropriate  AaeriooB 
offioiaXe  Bay  bo  adviood  of  the  oharaeter  of  the  booiBeoo 


poeeible  to  adopt  a  VBifors  afotea  IB  all«  Tbo       ^  ' 

MggeitlOBB 
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suggtttloBt  laid  dovn  In  an  Instruotlon  to  th«  Aserioan 

Mlnlsttr,  Peklsgf  January  24,  1916,  bava  baen  uaed  as  a 

baelt  for  the  registration  of  Aaerioan  fims  in  other 

extraterritorial  oountries.  The  pertinent  paragraphs 

of  this  inst motion  are  quoted  belowt 

"Hereafter  applioants  for  the  registra- 
tion of  an  Anerioan  9erporation  are  re(]uired 
to  furnish  an  anthenti sated  •opy  of  the 
artioles  of  inooxporation  and  a  statenent, 
under  oath,  showing  the  nanes,  nationality 
and  residence  of  the  off ioers,  direotors  and 
stookholders  and  the  extent  of  their  reepeo- 
ti¥e  financial  interest.  In  the  oass  of  a 
partnsrship,  an  authsntioated  oopy  of  the 
partnership  agreenent  and  a  snorn  statenent 
showing  the  nanee,  nationality  and  residenee 
of  the  aenbers  of  the  partnership  and  the 
extent  of  their  reepectiTe  finanoial  interests 
should  be  required. 

"Aooordingly  Aneriean  Amsuls  in  China 
will  require,  as  a  oonditien  of  registration 
of  business  enterprisss,  that  applioants  for 
registration  show  to  the  satisfaction  of  ths 
donsuls  that  a  substantial  Aneriean  financial 
interest  exists t  that  the  oorporation  Maintains 
an  Anerioan  officer  or  agent  in  Ohina  and 
that  a  partnership  is  rspresented  in  Ohina 
by  an  Anerioan  pnxtner  or  aeent,  for  tMv-  *i:- 
poses  of  serrioe  of  Judicial  procees.* 

It  has  been  found  that,  owing  to  the  nethod  of  doing 
business  in  sereral  of  the  lear  Sastern  countries,  it  is 
not  always  possible  for  Anerioan  oonpanies  to  bs  represented 
by  an  Anerioan  national  and  therefore  it  has  been  con- 
sidered that  though  it  is  preferable  to  hare  an  Aaerioan 
resident  officer,  partner,  or  agent  upon  whon  serrioe  of 
judicial  process  nay  be  nade,  it  ie  not  essential. 

It  is  considered  that  a  corporation  which  has  been 
organised  under  Anerioan  law  is  an  Aaerioan  oorporation 

and 
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and  as  such  ooaes  within  the  Jtiriadiction  of  the 
ABerioan  oonsuXay  court.     However »  ihile  the  corporation 
if  suhjeot  to  a^^  aay  invoke  the  juriediotion  of  the 
ooneular  court ,  the  queetion  em  to  the  diplomatic  pro* 
tection  which  may  he  acoorded  to  the  corporation  is 
one  of  a  different  nature.     In  an  instruction  of 


Qeneral  et  Hankow 


China y   it  was  stated  that: 


"OoBfluler  offieere  are  reminded  that 
the  e«seno«  of  reciftration  it  merely  the 
accept ano«  for  fifing  of  certain  informaii- 
tioa,  entitling  tho  coneem  regiotered  to 
no  specified  kind  or  degree  of  protection 
by  tnis  OoTernmeat,     At  the  most^  it  con* 
stitutes  but  a  prima  facie  claim  to  euoh  pro- 
toot  ion*     The  question,  whether  in  a  giwen 
oase»  protection  is  to  be  extended  or  with- 
held;  andt  if  extended,  the  nature  and  degree 
of  proteotioB  to  be  giwon,  must  of  neoessity 
depend  upon  the  particular  c ircumot anoos • 
In  doubtful  oeses,  the  facts  should  be  re- 
ported for  the  Department's  consideration." 

If  the  corporation  should  ask  for  diplomatic  proted- 

ticn,   it   is  perfectly  proper  to  look  beyond  the  mere  legal 

entity  into  the  actual  interests  involTed  to  determine 

whether  the  corporation  is  entitled  to  such  protection. 

It  is  usually  oonsidired  that   if  a  corporation  organised 

In  the  United  States  cannot   show  a  prepondsrent  American 

interest,   it  is  not  ordinarily  entitled  to  protection 

unlese  ths  circumetanoss  are  such  that  the  definite 

American  interest  inwolTed  should  nsed  the  protection, 

in  which  case  such  action  may  bs  taken  as  in  ths  dis<- 

oretion  of  the  ooneular  officer  may  seem  proper  to  pro- 
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later Mt  la  tbe  81ag«Y  8«wlAg  lla«lilm«  CamptMf  pt  i«w  Jcratf 
It  opta  to  qtt««tlo«  «ad  It  has  b«e&  fouad  by  tb«  Dtp&xtMat 


of  Ooaacreo  &•  w«lX  §m  by  tblo  Dopajtaeat  that  thort  la  a 


wlllliigiMfia 


actual 


Aaavlcaa  lateraat  thtjrtla.     It  la  tliaxafoxa  ooaaldarad  that 
oaro  aho«Xd  ba  axtyolaad  la  aztoMllag  dlpXoaatle  pyotaotlaa 
to  tha  ooyporatloa  la  qiiaatloa  aXthough  theia  voiad  aewa  to 
ba  BO  ?«aaott  to  ralleya  It  fyo«  the  jurladlctloa  of  tha 
gaaaular  ooiurt  aox  to  rofuaa  It  the  right  to  InToka  iurlo* 


eoaattlar  eoort  ahould 


aire  to  to  do* 


X  a».  Sir, 


Tour  obadleat  aervaat* 


ror  the  i^oting  decretarr  of  State  i 


<*.  Howland  Sha 
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Cop7  of  a  letter  of  July  15  to  the  British  lUnitter  con- 

talalac  ^be  revaeet  of  U«  Bancoul,  local  aa&aser  of  tbe- 
~  that  the  Ooneulate  General  authorite  the  Bxltlah 
Conetd  at  Harrar  to  represent  Jkaerican  interests  fts 
consular  Judge,   sitting  on  the  Special  Court  of  Barrar, 
to  dispose  of  the  collection  suits  which  the  con^pany  has 
against  local  deotors. 
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AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 


t^ 


Aden,  Arabia,  June  14,  1919, 


I 


JUL 


I 


3rki^^&T:  /^QtTi}<:e    of  Employees    of  the  Franco-Ethiopian 


OF 


^.:-^  Railway. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 


Washington. 


Sir 


I   have   the  honor  to    state   that    the    employees   of 


the   Franco-Ethiopian   railway,    which    runs   from  Djibouti   to 

I 

Adis  Abeba,    have   for   nearly  tvro  weeks  been   on    strike   for 


higher   pay. 


I  Many  of  the  subordinate  employees  of  this  rail 


/ 


are  Greeks,  and  the  rate  of  pay  is  very  low^  Some    ^^5^ 
European  or  Levantine  employees  of  the  road  are  paid  as  eH^ 

cc 

low  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  francs  per  montl  ,  v/ith 

quart  ers,  Thie  rate  of  pay  lacks  very  much  of  permitting 

the  recipient  to  live  cccordin^;  to  even  the  most  ordinary 

European  standards.  The  chief  onployees  or  officials  of 

the  railway  are  French  and  they  are  usually  very  well  paid,  j 

The  strike  of  the  railvray  employees  not  onl^'^ 

stops  the  mail  and  passenger  service  between  Adis  Abeba  and 

the  coast,  but  clso  endangers  the  telegraph  and  telephone"  , 

ervice.  The  tele^-raph  wires  fellow  the  railway  from 

Djibouti  to  Adis  Abeba  and  the  tribes  living  in  some  of 

the  territory  throuGii  which  the  railway  passes,  frec^ucntly 

steal  the  copper  wire  and  insulators.  The  wire  they  twisty 

nto  coils  fcr  use  as  bracelets  cr  anklets  by  their 

women, 
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wooren,    and   the   insulators   are  hung  around  the   neck,    or 
put   to    some   other  use   as  personal   or  household  adornment. 

The   semi-Yreekly  trains   carry  'v^ire-repairers 
who  watch  for  breaks,    and  when   one'' is   disocjvered  the 
train   stops  while  repairs   j^ve  made.    With  no   trains   run- 
ning the  discovery   and  repair  of  these  frequent  "brealcs 
must  be   done  by  track-walkers,    and   as  the  distances 
between   stations   are   great   the   line  might  be  broken  for 
days  before  the  break  was   discovered  by  them   and  re- 
paired.   This    is    also  the  beginning    of  the   season   of 
heav^^   rains    in  Abyssinia. 

There  are   other  telegraph    or  telephone   lines 
passing  froci  Adis  Abeba  to   the   SudaA  and  to  Eritrea, 
over  which   communication  vrith  the   outside  world   is  had. 
These  are  also    interrupted  at   tim^es  by  the   natives,    and 
the  Franco-Ethiopian  telegraph   line    io   normally  the  most 
important   und  reliable.    With   interrupted  mail   and  wire 
service  there   are   always    likely   to  be   rumors    of   trouble 
in  Abyssinia,    although    they   are   very   often  unfounded. 

There    is   no    intimation   as   to  when  the   strike 
will  be   settled,    but    if  the  Abyssinian   situation   demanded 
it    special   trains   could  be   operated  by  the  Djibouti 
governnent    using   either   civil   or  military   oiployees. 

Further   details  will  be   reported  when  received 
from  Djibouti. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,    Sir, 

Your   obedient    servarlt 


American  Consul. 


File  No^    800. 
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AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 


Aden,    Aro.TDiu,,    June   13,    1919. 


Subject:       strike   of  S^iployees   of  l^ranco-Iilthiopian 


Railway. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 


Washington. 


Sir: 


I   have   the  honor  to   refer   to   this  Consulat 


despatch  No.    298    of   June   14,    1919,    and   to    state  that    the 
strike    of   t}ie    enployees    of  tiie  Franc o-"3tjiiopian  railway, 
which   runs   from  Djibouti   to  Adis  Abeba,    has   now   ended.    It 
is  understood   that    t};e   railway   autliorities   conceded    in 
part    tl-e   demands   of   the    er^p].oyees   for  higlier  rrtes    of   pay. 


'^ 


J 


/ 


I   h^.ve   t\.e  honor   to  "be,    Sir, 


^our   obedient    serv 


/jnerican  Consul. 


File   No.    300. 


*  1" 


S^. 


1 

■r 
•  » 


^ifT^. 


W 


V"      •     f 


-1>». 


M 


r  ■■••^'''i-- 


<*k  .«. 


''> 


t 


No. 


13087. 


"^     MAV 

1922     A 


14 


n^ 


AMEWCAIt  CONS0ilATE/GgNEai(L.S 


4 


aV^iy-      AMERIC 


^^^a^^ 


-S^omon :     En^la.  n&  • 


%.  ^^ 


1922 


Iday  15,    19E£ 


Denial  of  Slave  Trading  in  Ethi 
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I  Oopartmerit.  of  State 

The  Honorabue  •  -^ 

j  ]  U  •  •    >•    "  '  '   ■ 

The  Secretary  or€TXTE» 

Washington. 


•^fcPAflrrritNr  of  siatl 





Sir: 


Z.^r. 


V^ 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  received  a 


letter  f rom  Ras  Taffari,  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Xhrone  of  c= 

IS 

Ethiopia,  and  the  actual  chief  executive  of  that  State,  JJ-M 

written  on  April  2E,  192E,  in  regard  to  the  recently  pTih-« 

lished  reports,  originally  appearing  in  the  "TJestminBter 

i 

Gazette",  to  the^  effect  that  slave  trading  is  being  carried 
on  extensively  in  Ethiopia  at  the  present  time,  reports 
which  he  contradicts  very  stronfjly.   He  not  only  denies 
that  slave  trading  takes  place,  but  states  that  any  person 
found  selling  or  buying  a  slave  in  Ethiopia  is  liable  to 
be  hanged  for  so  doii.g, 

I  enclose  a  translation  in  English  of  his  letter,  evi- 
dently made  by  an  Ethiopian,  which  will  explain  its  somewhat 
picturesque  phraseology^    As  it  is  evident  that  Eas  Taffari 
is  very  deslrouB  that  his  correction  of  the  published  state- 
ment shall  be  circulated  as  widely  as  possible,  I  therefore 
also  enclose  a  memorandum  with  the  suggestion  that  if  the  De- 
partment sees  fit,   it  be  given  to  the  press. 

In  conclusion,  I  venture  again  to  point  out  that  the 
Abyssinian  Grovernment  manifests  special  sympathy  for  and 
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oonfldenoe  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States/  and  it  is 
unfortunate  that  we  are  not  represented  in  that  country  of- 
ficially at  the  present  time^   While  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  Abyssinia  are  not  of  much  importance^  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  American  exportations  to  that  country  are  more  consi- 
derable than  those  of  any  other  nation^  and  there  are  rea- 
sons  of  a  political  character,  as  it  seems  to  me,  for  the 
maintenance  at  all  times  at  Add is- Ababa  of  a  Consul  of  the 
United  States* 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir^ 


Your  obedient  Servant 


American  Consul  CJeneral. 


;  * 


Enclosures: 

Copy  of  letter  of  Ras  Taffari 
Hote  for  the  Press. 
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m  Has  Taffatl,  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Thro 
To  H18  Sxoellency  Mr*  Robert  P*  S]clnner» 

Amerioan  Consul  Creneral,  London* 


After  Greetings. 


■V. 


Co 


1. 


AddiB-Ababa,  Abyssinia 
SEnd.  April  1922 • 


k   1^ 


I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  the  news  reported  against 
Abyssinia  published  in  the  West  Minister  Gr^szette  by  liajor 
Darley  and  Doctor  Sharp  In  18  January  1922*   It  is  a  very 
great  wonder  that  these  two  persons  who  have  not  been  In 
Abyssinia  for  a  long  time  and  who  have  not  examined  to      ;. 
Imow  the  Laws  and  customs  of  the  country  and  also  who  havs 
not  looked  through  its  Histories  should  write  such  false 
news  and  published  it  to  the  whole  v/orld  against  the  Abys- 
sinia  Government  which  was  founded  before  the  time  of  David 
and  Solomon*   Here  In  our  country  in  Zthiopla  it  is  strictly 
prohibited  by  a  proclamation  from  the  time  of  Smperior  Menell 
up  to  now  not  to  buy  or  sell  any  slave  at  all*   If  a  person 
is  found  selling  or  buying  a  slave  he  is  immediately  seised 
and  hanged.   These  two  persons  who  have  published  the  false 
reports  against  Abyssinia  have  seen  v;ith  their  eyes  and 
have  heard  with  their  ears  that*  when  the  man  who  soil  or 
buy  slaves  Is  foimd  has  been  he^^vlly  punished  and  sometimes 
hanged.   This  report  is  only  to  defame  Abyssinia.  Also  these 
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tAvo  persons  have  reported   that    the   Abyssinian  Government 
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has  bought  a  vessel  full   of  rifles  and  ammunitions  frott 
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the  American  Government,   and  that  it  is  stopped  now  in 
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Djibouti*  this  alone  proves  that  they  are  liars* 
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Prenoh  Republic  itself  will  certify  that  tho  Abyssinian 
Grovernroent  have  not  imported  any  rifle   or  ammunition  nor 
as   it  is   stopped  in  Djibouti* 

After  you  vi£:ited  Abyssinia  in  1904  and  after  you  had 
an  audience  with  His  Majesty  the  Bmperor  Ilenelik  and  with  my 
father  Ras  Makonen,    the  book  you  wrote   in  1906   called 
'•Abyssinia  of   today**  during  youj^   short   stay  in  Abyssinia  It 
seems  not  as  you  have  written   it  in  so  short  a   time  hut  seems 
that  you  have   been  here   for  a  lonj  time   and   that  you  have  fully 
understood   the   laws   and   customs    of  this    country,    and  as  your  boot 
is   very  plaslng;  both  to   the  Abyssinian  GrOvernment  and   its  people 
I  wish   to  get  it   translated  and  printed  when  I   get  ^  man  who  - 

knov/s   and  understands  English  vory  v;ell*        I  am  also   very  pleased 
to  hear   of   the  reply  you  gave   to   thete  Lien  v/ho  have  published 
the  false  reports  against  Abyssinia  in  the  paper  called  "The 
loss  of  ^-ngeles  daily   times"   January  20th  19E2.     I  got  It  trans- 
lated into  Araharic  and  showed  it  to   the  officers  and  nobles,   Those  . 
who  tnev/  you  before   and  those  who  nov/  have  heard  of  you  are   thank- 


1 


ing  you  vory  inuoh  for   it. 


f    ■ 


How  I  hope  with  all  my  heart  that  you  will  in  any  possible 
v.'ay'holp  to  strengthen  the  ancient  friendship  of  both  the  Abys- 
sinian G-overnmont  and  the  United  States  of  America  in  my  time 
also  wjiich  has  existed  from  the  time  of  His  Llajesty  the  Emperor 
Llenelik  and  my  father  Has  Llakonen.  As  I  have  seen  my  father's 
photograph  in  your  book  I  should  think  you  have  it  in  your  house 
also.   I  theroforo  have  sent  you  my  ovm  photograph  which  I  ask 


yo 


u  to  keep  in  your  house  as  a  souvenir  with  my  father *s  photo- 


graph 


I  hope   that  you  will  v.Tite  me   about  your  welfare  as  soon  as 
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my  lettor  reaoh  you. 


Signature  and  Seal  of  Rae   taffari 
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Hote  for  the  Preast 


Has  Taffari^  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Throne  of 
Ethiopia^  and  the  Ruler  of  that  country  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  has  written  a  letter  to  the  American  Consul 
General  in  London  tinder  date  of  April  ZZ^   19E£«  call- 
ing  attention  to  the  published  reports  setting  forth 
that  slave  trading  is  now  taking  plaoe  in  Ahyssinia 

ft 

and  oalling  for  action  among  the  European  powers  with 
a  view  to  its  suppression. 

Rae  Taffari  in  his  letter  strongly  ohjects  to 
these  statements^  setting  forth  that  slave  trading 
has  been  strictly  prohibited  in  Abyssinia  from  the 
time  of  the  Emperor  Menelik,  and  the  purchase  or  sale 

« 

of  slaves  is  punishable  by  death  by  hangings 

Has  Taffari  also  refers  to  the  report  that  the 
Abyssinian  Grovernment  has  purchased  a  cargo  of  rifles 
and  munitions  from  the  American  Groveniment^  presumably 
for  the  puiTpose  of  carrying  on  slave  trading^  and  he 
denounces  these  allegations  as  completely  f4ls«t  setting 


♦  •  • 


forth  also  that  the  French  Government  will  be  able  to 
certify  that  the  Abyssinian  Government  has  imported  no 
rifles  or  amnnmition  as  described,   idiich  was  stopped  at 
Djibouti. 
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Name 


BUABDIVat 


Keportt  r«  oonTarsatlon  with  (.ha  Britlah  Consul  at 
Ma^i  y^o  states  that  about  a  thousand  slaTsa  a 
weak  are  being  driyen  from  liaggi  for  sale  in  other 
parts  of  itbyssinl** 


fed 
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^t\' 
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ni.«ij'_i__  --^"Adtn.   Arabia,   July  10* 

(sfFT'ClLYCUNMULMIAtT  \    ^'^ 


Subject: increase  in  Red  Sea  Slare 


Depytrnont  of  'c^idio 


_y      /    ' 
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-    1  r  n  o 


TrtE    HoKlORABLE 

Politica!  riM(J   i    .  w,v  ,1.1.'  if  iorrr ation 

The  S 


'^>«%'*rv 


f\X» 


.c. 
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y  OF  State. 

ASHINGTON.  I 

^^^'   1922     ''^ 

the  honor  to  adyise  that  all  report 8 
indicate  a  narked  increase  during  recent  months  in  the 
Red  Sea  slave  trade.   Numerous  dhows  loaded  with  slaves 
are  constantly  arriving  at  the  Idrissi  ports  of  Hodeidah, 


»  « 


m 
09 


Medi  and  Ghizan.   There  were  also  unusually  large  arriralij   ^ 


3 
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I 


v> 


O 


of  slaves  at  Jeddah  this  season  in  connection  with  the 
annual  pilgrimage*   Prices  there  ranged  between  Rs.  300 
for  a  male  and  Re.    400  for  a  female^ 

The  British  authorities  are  making  every 
effort  to  check  the  traffic,  but  have  during  the  past  month 
only  succeeded  in  capturing  one  dhow,  under  circumstances 
which  warranted  conf iscation.   There  is  so  much  slave  blodd 
among  the  coast  populations  that  the  defense  raised  by  the 
dhow  owners  that  the  slaves  are  passengers  is  not  always 
easy  to  disprove,  because  the  slaves  thttnselves  are  too 
<\d€ni oral! zed  to  aire   eridence  against  their  captors  and  in 
'>  abearance  they  closely  resanble  the  coast  populations. 

The  slares  are  nearly  all  of  Abyssinian 


''^ 


^ 


raid 


origin  \^d  are  secured  by  the  wholesale, /wnich  hare  been 


depopulat  ing 


*■<:, 


^^A<. 


mammm 


I 
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depopulating  th«  southern  regions  of  ths  country  for 
sane  years.   They  are  saeuggled  out  throuj^  French 
Somali land  and  the  unguarded  Dunkall  coast  ef  southern 
Irltrea,   Sereral  shlinents  are  known  to  haTO  originated 
at  Tajnra,  in  French  Soaallland,   It  Is  not  known  whether 
the  French  authorities  are  actually  conniTing  at  the 
trade,  hut  they  are  at  least  displaying  great  laxity  in 
this  respect,  as  well  as  in  the  clandestine  arms  trade 
to  Mokha  and  Khokha. 
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I  haTO  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  serrant. 
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American  Consul 


^^^«  Ho,   800, 
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'^I^ERiCAN.  CONSULA 

M-7^  •     i 


IIZ' 


rabia . '  J^ty  25  ;-'-T92!& '.' 


UP 


UBJECT:     Abytssrnian  JiuTrec  Captured 

in  tl:e   -ed  Jea. 


e  Lritisn 


The  Honorable 


The'  Secretary  of  State^v    ^'^,^> 


Washington^ 


despjitch  1^0  •   t 


honor  to  refer   to   this   Conr;uli.te  '  s 
Jul^^   10,    1922,    arid   to    report   that 


the    Glairs   c£ptured   Ijy  the   ^ritich   criiicers,    irrived   in 
-^den,    July  17,    13^2,    on  hoard   tiie    crui;;er   ^'OnTi^LO^iZii. 

'-^'here   v;ere    27   in  all,    of  'Thich  thirteen  v;ere 
male    a>id   fourteen   fe::iale*      ■•ith  tr.o    exception   of   six   over 


I 


+v 


1 

he  age  of  IT',  all  the  rest  are  het^veen  tiic  a£:c  s  of  six  j 


and  ten,  -^^.t  first  it  'vas  decided  to  di^.pose  of  the  sla 
\jy   finding  worh  for  them  "vitli  responsille  persons,  v;ho 
might  '.visi  to  heep  them  as  ?:0use  servants,   -ince  then, 
hovevor,  the  slaves  -.ave  'm^de  an  appeal  to  tr.e  x^don  aut 
rities  to  he  rct.irned  to  tiieir  own  coimtry,  c-nd  it  is 
reported  that  ti.e;,^  *7ill  soon  be  convened  there,  -o^ccording 


Pi 


\ 


to   t}:e   slaves,    they  v;ere    "brought   dovm  from  -t^dis  -^^beha   and 
sold   hy  -u^hyssinians    themselves,    to    the   dhov;   owner,    *7ho 


vras  to   assume    e-^i^esponsil)ility   for  them  after  leaving 


-ajura  • 


xhe  ^jioV^acL  cuA^  Lnd  the   captain  •.vith  crev/ 
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7^' 


fiaae    on  so 


'^ 


ners   and  T.etainjec   in  -c^den   for  a  time,    pending 


a  decision  ;ipon  v/hat   to    do'":itii  them,      -hey  have    since 

heen 


i 
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-— »■-      <*.         •***.•.. ^    .i% 
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been  Get   free,    it  havino:  "been  ehov/n   that   the   captain 
was   si  p.ply  an  employee   of  a  liocleidah  merchant* 

I  have   the  honor   to   l3e ,    ^ir. 

Your  obedient   servant, 


/  I 


^*^^^  CW>,^V^  <K-iK, 


i^merican  Consul • 


r 


'ile  ilo.    000. 
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The   Belgian   GoverninDnt   havir^    in  its  x obs- 
ession infornntion  to   the   effect  that   slavery 
is   in   existence   in  Kthiopia,  and  that    raids  are 


nade   from  that  country   into   the  adj^icent    territories 
v;ith  a   view   to   captiiring    their    inhablt^a:}  ts   and    scll-^H 
ing    then  as   slaves ,   has  directed   the  Belgian   Charge  s^ 


d  ^Affaires  to  inquire  rhetlier  similar  information 
has  reached  the  American  Government^  and  if  in  the 
affirmt-tive  ,  vhat  attitude  the  American  Government 
has  adopted    in  the  matter^ 

The    Belgian    Charge   d 'Affaires  v  ould    be  most 
grateful   for   all    information  vhich  the  Department 
of  State  VTould  bo  billing   to    imjart  to   him  on  the 
subject* 


Septcnber  IJineteenth  , 
19    2   2. 


N 


RKlfOHAai}U£» 


th«  MlgiaB  Jfeibaes^.       In  the  ftlMtaMtanMS*  homyw^ 


•a  then  it  no  ^JDtrlaan  vtpMMiitatl'rt  In  any  p«r^  of 


Athiopiftt  ^te  D«v<urlBMnt  M^rtta  that  it  ie  not  ia  a 


poeitloa  to  fbniioh  offioiol  or  mthentio  Inforaatioa 


v«flt)«otiiig  ooaditiono  in  that  eoontrj 
0«I»ortBiont  of  .tut^o. 


iM^hin  ton. 


Hb/9  jMpartDint  of  atato  iHm  rtoolvod  from  tho 
Bol^riaa  IdBbaaay  a  tianarandus  ondar  data  of  itptaabar  19 » 
19Be,  etatliv  that  tha  Balgian  ttoT«rm«nt  liaa  raaaiTod 
mfbrwition  to  tha  off^at  thf»t  alarorjr  i«  in  axietonoa 
in  iithiopia*       Dm  itehaaay  ia  d«alrod  to  aaaortain  \ 

w5iath«r  eiffliXfir  infoynation  htm  roaohad  tha   (rOTcrn:)ont  . 

of  tho  Unitid  statoa,  ami,   if  4M»  nhat  attlteda  thia  \ 

GovonHient  haa  adoptad  in  tl)«  riattar 


If  tha   Dtpartnont  of  atata  w«ra  abla   ta  da  aa. 


it  voald  be  no0t  ha.<py  to  o<Mply  with  tha  ranncat  of 
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The    article    in  THE   LIVING  AGE   of  March  4,    1922, 

referred  to   in  the  copy  of  Mr*   Moment's  letter  attached 

to  Mr*   Watson's   letter   contains   the  following   passagep 

•^Slave-raids,   however,  require  rifles  and 
ammunition,    and   as   France,   England,    and    Italy 
have  bound  themselves  under  the   Arms   Convention  ' 
of    1919   not  to  suj^ply  munitions   to   the   Ahyssinians, 
it    is    only  America  who   is  now  importing,    or    seeking 
to   import,   arms   into   the    country  -  arms   destined 
mainly  to   fill   the   great  Abyssinian    slave-markets • 
At  this   moment   a   large    consignment   of   American 
cartridges   and  automatic  rifles   is    lying  at   the 
^rench  port  of   Jibuti,    awaiting  the    consent   of 
"he   French  authorities   to   its   transport  into   the 
interior;   and   there   is  reason   to  believe   that    the 
French  authorities,   not  being  very  much   in  love 
themselves  with   the  Arms   Convention  and   fearing 
an    'incident'    with   the    Ajnorican  Government  -  which 
probably  knows  nothing   at  all    of  the   affair   as 
yet  -  may  shortly  give   their    consent. 

"Short  of  a   deliberate  and  comprehensive 
assertion   of  European  authority,   which  could   not 
be   carried  through  without  a  very   substantial 
demonstration   of  physical  force,    there   appears 
to   be  no  way  by  which  the    existing   system  of 
slaverj^    in   Abyssinia   can   be   abolished*      But    there 
is    one    thing   that   is    obviouf^ly  possible,    and    that 
is    the   prevention   of  the    importation    of  arms   and 
ammunition.      The    Abyssinians   possess   millions    of 
modem   rifles,    but   their   stock  of   ammunition  has 
fallen   very  low   indeed  -  possibly  even    as    low 
as   five  rounds   per   rifle    of   the  regular   axmy  - 
and   when    it   is   exhausted  their  power   to  raid    and 
depopulate   fresh   areas,    whether  in  British   or    in 
Abyssinian  territory,   will  be    destroyed   at   the 
same    time*      Munitions,    therefore,    are   the   crux 
of  the    whole  question.      The  European  Powers   have 
contracted  not   to   supply  Abyssinia   -  amongst   other 
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Department  of  State 
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African   countries   -  with  mTinitionB^    or  with 
materials   for   their  manufacture,   but  America, 
unluckily,    has  not   sipned   the   contract;    and    so 
it   is    to  America  that  the   Abyssinian   Government 
has    lately  turned*     Payment  was  made,    in  advance, 
three  months    ap-o,   and   the   cartridges  and  automatic 
rifles,   exported   from  the   United  States,    are  now 
lying   at  the   port   of  Jibuti,    in  French   Somaliland, 
which   is   the   terminus    of   the   Abyssinian  railway, 
waiting,   as  we   said   above,    the   permission   of   another 
'Christian'    Government   for    transportation  to    their 
destination**^ 
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Tranelation. 


Dir<-Daoura  (Aby88inia)Augiast    20^1922. 


To  Kr.  Harain^^r^?j;eai/[*J^  of  the  I^c^i'Uiilic  of  t 
Mr.  ^^'^4^;}f^^^  "'\ 


he  U 


t.ates. 


It  i 


t^-at  T  have 


^.^-^    wM^W'^ 


e  rights  of 


nor  of  wri uitt^-ITo^you  as  I  have  aone  to  your 


Honorable  predecessor  on  the  subject  of  the  Allied  prisoners 
in  Gerxi-any,  tired  of  the  armistice  in  NovcLiber  1918  when.  I  had 
the  happiness, by  the  reply  which  v;as  maae  to  me,  of  seeing  that 


my  iaeas  had  carried  weight.   T  have  the  conviction  1j]fflFf^fWfrr^''> 


.^ 


be    the    sai.e   with  Jfour  !Rxcellenc:)    to   daj^,    for   it    is   a 
of    slave r^'^   of    shameful    slavery  ,    which   flourishes   in 


^^tX?ft!t 


I 


all    MMKMMfe 

hideouB  ugliness,    here    in  Abyssinia,    under  a  Chri  stian '^OTBPTl- 

nient"Slavery    ana   Christianity  how"*  these   words   clash  with   each 

other. " 

Excellency,  ,Frenchr.ian ,  son  of  a  "frenchman,  though  l)earing 

a  nar.ie  of  (jerman  origin,  but  loving,  having  tried  everywhere  a 

life  of  l&>)or(l  a.     c^'Z   years  ola)  ,  )fom  much  I  loved  this  Prance^ 

r^y  veneretea  Native  Land,  this  France  so  beautiful,  so  grand, 

more  noble  still  from  her  misfortunes  and  her  martyraom,  this 

France ,  Chri ft  of  nations,  nailed  upon  a  cross  for  the  safety 

of  all,  this  France  to  which  T  should  have  appealea, pardon  m;>' 

sincerity',  i/r.  President  ,))ut  which  -^hn    dc  nothing  alas  in  this 

fatal  moment  :..ore  terrible  for  her  than  the  frightful  war  and 

in  regard  to  which  thanks  to  your  great  kindness  I  would  come 

with  another  request,  for  to  speak  of  ^>rance  is  to  speak  of  the 

soul  of  peoples.   It  is  therefore  to  you,  the  great  Ai-erican, 

so  worthy  of  the  Immortc.1  Washington,  that  I  address  my  suppli- 

cation,  my  most  ardent  prayer,  the  most  pious  and  especially  the 


most  respectful  that  can  >)e. 


(Over) 


--^^^fc»  «^it-A>  m   tifc  m.mA» 
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Tlxcellenoy,    "France    c^n  do   nothing,    other  natlor^s   le88    fttill 

ana   those   who   mught  ^    remain  ae&f   to  my  worae.      It   is   therefore 
to   You  alone,    Representative    of    the   Nohle   American  People    that 
I    coHie    to   ask:    Oraer,put    an  ena   to    the    sale    of   hurnari  flesh,    the 
hiaeouB    slavery   with   its   retinue    of   inquisitorial   tortutes    that 
for   I^SB    than   a    trifle,    for  a   nothing   strikes   a^^ily   thousands 
of   unhappy  men   ana   wOi^en. 

If   proofs   are    inai spenahle    to  you  ana   the   necessarj'   Justi* 
ficative    inf  orniation ,    T   will  make    it   aji  abbplute    auty    to   giv« 
you  full  ana  entire    satisfaatipn^  .    Moreover  all  Charg^<.6.* 
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MiniBters,    Consuls   ana  yice-Gonsuls   can  l)ut   confirm  rr^' 
ticns.  I 

You  ana  your  yeo^lU^  MJ^.^'^refeident ,  have  only  to 
sign, a  gestpre,to  put  aju  ena  to.  this  igno>)le  traffic, 
here^  no  nation  will  aarfe"  to:  pr.ot.es t  against  the  holy  cxnisade 
of  Justice  ana  of  right  that  yo*u  will  undertake  in  oraer  that 
slavery   may   aisappeer  from  A^jyssinia,   "Rthiopia   and  T^lri'thnee 


make   a 
No    one 


The 
joy  to  se 
authority 
bless  you 
l^^r.  Pre  si 
graces  \vi 
thiB  holy 
r^^  m.ost  d 
founs   res 


spirit  of  Washington  ana  of  Lincoln  woula  tremble  with 
e  their  worthy  successor  increase  the  high  moral 
of  the  Unitea  States  of  America, all  nations  will 
ana  Sod  in  his  eternal  goodness  will  grant  to  you^ 
aent  ana  to  your  valli&nt  people,  all  the  celestial 
thout  which  nothing  avails  here  below,  Be. pleased^  in 
expectation,  to  accept,  ''•^r.  Presiaent,  the  homage  of 
istinguished  consideration  and  that  of  the  most  pro- 
pect  of  your  most  devoted  servant 
(Signed)  T^^PRAOHT 


l^mile   Pracht   p^-r^   C.y.T^.    Dire-Daoura,Via     D.fibouti  ,Cote   l^'ran- 
caise   aes   Somali s. 


I    the    unaersignea   confirm  in  all   points    the    letter   of  m:^'' 
friena  Prt^cht  ,l^mi  1«    pfera  , employee    like    myself   in    the   Franco* 
Ethiopian    Railv/ay    Company    at   Dir^-Daoua,    Abyssinia, 
(Signea)    Joannes   Millon,    Poilu    of  "France  ^ai  8a>)lea   of   the   war 


1914-    1918. 


J.    Millon. 
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V    Vi^^^ 


In  Mply  itftr  %o 
O  M4.0O48/6 


Mr.  J.  Mlllon, 


<^ 


J 


A^jatlBiA* 


Sir: 


TiM  fVMipt  !•  MkiiowX*4f«d»  bj  rtfitr«BM  jhrom 


^( 


th«  Whit*  HouM,    Qf  70«r  XttUr,   t«t«i  Incuat  SO, 
19St,   in  whioh  you  Mt  fortk  o«rt«lB  oondltloiiB  irhioh 

7OU   ttatt    BOW  OZitt    iB  AbjriBlBlB* 

I  M.  Sir, 

Tour  obodloBt  BorraBt, 

for  tho  Soorttary  of  Stato: 


..^-« 


-".«'«    t'       .  *—    -^ ' 
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AotlBf  OMof, 

DlTitioB  Of  WoBtom  laropoaB  AffmlrB 
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EMBASSY  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


No 


.  ^^^^^ 


^  London,  April  13,   1S23. 
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^^-n  /l^^  ^'^'^' 
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The  Honorable 

The  Secretary  of  State, 


Washington. 


Sir: 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  Department,  copies,  in  triplicate,  of  articles  which 
appeared  in  the  TIMES  under  date  of  April  9,  10  and  12, 
1933,  with  regard  to  the  alleged  traffic  in  slaves  in  Abys- 
sinia*  Enough  interest  seems  to  have  been  roused  in  the 
subject  to  elicit  an  editorial  article  in  the  TIMES,  and 
it  w^ll  ba  noticed  that  distinction  is  made  therein  between 
the  system  of  slavery  and  the  practise  of  slave-raiding  in 

neighboring  territory.        ^ 

As  of  possible  interest  to  the  Department  there  is 

also 
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also  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  authoritative  French  publication. 


•  T.  t 


L'Afrlque  Francalse" ,  on  pa^e  112  of  which  la  published  an 

0- 

article  dealing  at  some  length  with  the  question  of  slave rjc 
in  Abyssinia*     Reference  Is  made  therein  to  a  plan  prepared 
by  Colonel  Sanford,   former  British  Military  Attache  at 
Addls-Abeba,  for  certain  administrative  forms  In  Abyssinia 


v 


which  would  eunount.  It  is  alleged,  to  a  virtual  British 
guardianship  over  the  country  •   The  whole  question  of  slavery, 
not  merely  in  Abyssinia,  but  elsewhere,  has  been  placed  upon 
the  agenda  for  the  September  meeting  of  the  Assembly  of  the 
League  of  Nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

For  the  Ambassador: 


Post  Wheeler, 
Counselor  of  Embassy. 


i 


I 
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Enclosures: 

TRAFFIC  IN  SLAVES,  from  "The  Times",  April  9,  1923. 
SLAVE  TRAFFIC  IN  ABYSSINIA,  from  "The  Times",  April  10,  1923. 
ABYSSINIAN  SLAVE  RAIDS,  from  "The  Times",  April  12,  1923. 
LA  QUESTION  DE  L'ESCLAVAGE,  5rom  "L'AFrique  Franoaise, 

March ,  1933  . 
SLAVERY  IN  ABYSSINIA,  from  "The  Times",  April  12,  1933. 
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KBNTA  COLONY  MKNACBD. 

^  TO  THB  HDITOH  OF  THE  TUCKS. 

\K^r-U  H  fMUaed  that  in  8oatl»m 
▲bjFiiliiia  %  alrip  of  territory  SOO  miks 
iqtt«P9  bat  betn  dipopulitecl  am!  d«VM- 
talfd  hj  aUve  trMbr%  and  that  ia  this 
area  over  a  million  p^pU  have  baan 
kUlad  or  ramovad  into  bondage  through 
tlM  B^  of  Tajora  and  ebawhara  ainoa 
Memdeli's  death  ! 


.fr  / 


The  Bay  of  Tajora  is  lurrounded  by 
that  email  apeak  ol  territory  oalled  Fve|^ 
Somaliland,  which  iaeea  Arabia  and  the 
Qfilf  of  Aden«  It  waa  thro^h  the  povt  of 
JilEmti  that  the  Abyaainiana  obtained 
the  oannon,  riflea,  and  amitoDitibn  with 
whieh  they  deftMted  the  Italiana  at  the 
Battle  of  Adowa,  #nd  it  hea  flwaya  been 
through  thia  route  that  the  Mad  ICvillah, 
who  troubled  ua  lor  ad  mimy  yenia»  waa 
(Able  to  anpply  bimaalf  with  mqnitimgi  of 
\war.  The  agreement  between  the  aivtUaed 
Powara  not  to  amply  aavdh  and  ;da^e- 
rdding  tribea  with  arma  or  preelaion  re- 
dueed  Jibuti  and  the  Bay  to  ^^nfW, 
iinee  it  virioally  atopped  trade  between 
Europe  and  Abyaainia. 

Of  late  yearn;  afaiee  the  death  of  the 
Wnperor  fCenelek  in  191S,  the  rM^jdea- 
oenoe  of  alavavy  jin  Abjraainia  baa  featoaed 
the  hopea  of  many  of  tbO'dbowKJwntag  leai* 
denta  of  the  Bay  of  Taiura.  Qi^  the  death 
of  that  famoua  monarcn  the  g^at  part  of 
Abyiiiiitta    reverted    to     anarehy.     The 


Oovemore  of  the  fibher  aeuthem  p%rt  of 
the  eountry  need  (hair  prorineee  aa  a 
maana  of  enriehing  themMvea  for  life. 
Tbab  r^^ima  wag  a  iirecarioua  oife,  lor  g 
diuinge  of  oower  in  the  oapitatt  Addia 
Ahaha»  mii^  at  any  ttane  anagn  thoir  it* 
mana  from  efioa^  Putitag  M&tlek'a  tatjpi 
the  eonyuered  n«gio  itpoai  of  the  Souik^or 
At^raaltta,  oQmilifO«l)r  mSkd 


had  bwe  tragtad  m  liiiib  wd  had 
taoiP^rgd  fmm  their  hamea  in  aiqr 


Fl'»ipj» 


-  On  hie  death  all  thia  waa  dummied 
Baoh  Oovemoraaiaed  and  iold  the  p^pwa- 
tion  ol  hia  diatriet  aa  ouiokly  aa  pg^pible 
to  prorida  lor  a  rainy  oayi  until  now.  one 
ean  travel  from  the  Britirii  bounditn  of 
Kenya  Colony  qorthwarde  threurii  Ahya* 
ainia  without  mmtnt  a  eouU  tbi  route 
liea  through  oooittiv  which  waa  foimerly 
a  garden^  but  iMir  nothing  ean  hk  aeen 
Imt  akalalDae  ami  oaeaaietid  hnnaaa_  the 
tiia  borii  in  what  need  to  lie  farm 

Mpfthed<Mrue- 
,  _  l%adepod|l«ted 
irem  ^iem  (J>embiia),  in 
td.  Tbpaag  4PufeaMi>.  in  the  i 
i  ia  ttftjUilSa^r  ttaAontier 
territory.  The  inhaUtanti  of 
thia  large  tract  cd  territory  have  all  been 
hfOfd  or  earned  i¥>rtl^  into  Abyaainia 
jgf(ip^t  And,  when  Abyaainia  oou0  take 
no  mifte  of  them*  aflfoaatbe  Bay  of  Tajura 
to  Aiabie,  nrfaere-  for  aome  yeara  a  brisk 
and^ddvantageoua  tiida  in  elavea  hgi  been 
inpft^fiei.  ^ 

To  auch  a  atate  haa  Bouthetn  Abyaainia 

thamaalvea  ,hard  put  to  ti^  enough 
oaonegr  to  M^^Hifar  t«Ma  tp  tlMb  ittpreme 
lord  at  Aam  AbobtL  For  the  pant  two 
or  three  yeahi  they  have  sent  au^  uiv* 
fortanatea  as  they /could  collect  io  the 
capital  in  lieu  of  moneyi  but  "now  thia 
reaort  haa  come  to  an  end.  They  are  j 
aaking  themae|fei  what  they  can  do, 
HuBir  eyes  hav0  been  turned  aouth  again 
towards  British  territory^  They  Me  daily 
vaat  numbera  of  nativea  living  in  peace 
and  oomfoTt,  sun^iunded  by  ^eir  cattle 
and  property »  prOtMted  oi^  by  a  few ; 
white  men  with  their  native  police — a  i 
negligible  foret  wUoh  any  minor  j 
Ab^asiniin  chief  mi^t  aaatty  overwhelm,  t 
Raids  have  been  made  into  Iwenya  terri- ' 
tory.  It  waa  recently^  announoed  that  a 
atrang  (oroe  of  Abyasinians  was  march- 
ing tm  M^ale  and  that  the  Kenya 
Oovamment  had  reinforced  that  place.  So 
far  the  Abyasinian%  who  have,  in  iaot^ 
completely  wiped  out  a  few  email  and  in^ 
signi^ant  tribea  living  along  the 
boundary,  have  eecaped  the  oonaequenoee 
of  #ieir  action.  Addia  Ababa  denies  all- 
kfirMTwledge  of  tfaeae  proceedinga.  This 
ci^nnot  last  much  longer.  It  la  only  a 
Iguavtion  of  time  before  raids  on  a  larger 
l^iale  and  more  akilfully  organised  will  be 
mwc,  not  into  Kenya  only,  but  into  other 
territories  bordering  Abyaainia.  The 
French  have  a  patrol*boat  in  the  bay, 
wtujae  taak  it  ia  to  stop  the  slave  trade 
between-  Abyaainia  and  Arabiai  throui^ 

a     w^ 

Obol(  and  the  Tajura  Bay  mfierally,  j 
acroee  the  thirty  miles  of  aea  which  here  : 
divide  Africa  from  Aaia  ;  but  what  can; 
one  email  patrol4>oat  do  ? 

In  i9S0  a  Foreign  Office  mission  travel-  i 
ling  through  Abysainia  reported  meeting 
|froi^  of  slaves  yoked  together  and  ifiov- 
mg  openly  through  the  country.  Wbai 
is  to  be  the  end  of  all  this  bsLrbarism  ? 
The  League  of  Nations  has  promiaed  to 
take  up  the  question^  next  Septetnl^. 
Piplomatic  repreeentatiens  have  already 
baan  made  by  the  combined  repreaenta- 
tivee  on  several  occaaiona.  They  have  in- 
variably resulted  in^tiie  issue  of  a  notice 
declaring  that  slavery  and  slave  raicttng 
aio  forbidden.  Theae  notices  have  always 
bean  the  source  bf  much  amuseraeni  in 
the    market    plaoea    and    elsewhem    in 

Abynii^ 

The  writer  wishea  to  ask  advice  of  the 
world  generally  aa  to  what  can  be  done 
to  chock  theee  atrocltiea,  for  whila  the 
Laipia  of  ^atip^  ia  getting  ready  io  take 
ati^  a  race  Ja  dying. 

lata  Frontiieir  Affent  tiM; 
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BLAVE  TRAFFIC  IN 
ABYSSINIA. 

OUBSnON  ON  THE  LBAGUE 

AGENIU. 

WtOi  MinrM%  to  1C4^  H.  A.  Darin's 
Tetter  in  TK^  Time^  yeetercjAy  on  trefflo 
in  eUves  in  AlQnflint«»  Mr.  J<^'  B. 
Hntn%  the  organisfaig  eeeretaiy  of  the 
Antf-Sleivery  end  Abpi^iginee  noteption 
Societ}^  in.  ison»<Br»ef ion  with  uwr  Jyre? 
aentntive*  pointed  onitket  the  fx>nimittee 
of  the  eooiety  wea  prmeipeUy  eoneeined 
et  the  moment  with  en  eff (^  to  get  the 
British  end  other  Cknremments  to  piece 
et  the  dimoeel  of  the  l^eefiie^  Netione 
the  meteriel  known  to  be  In  ttopopwMOii 
of  the  Foreign  OlBeee  of  enietn  Poweie. 

The  whetowOHjifiiMi  ol  tfe^ty,  not  tamntr 
in  AbjRHlnle,  >M  .ukinhm,  hei  beoi  pleetd 
apoii  thB  ef6Me  isMtaplHMber  tm^  el  iSbT 
reqotfi  ol  the  AMnblr'el  tfie  LeMee.  fm 
matter  wet^eeieaflmd  iM*  AiftMnber  hf  m 
■peclel  wwHiittiii,  uedir  the  ehetanenahip  of 
Dr.  Naoeeiw  endriqiQik  the  iniUmtiire  of  Sir 
Arthiir  dteil-lUIIUnd. 

The  ommtonitr  for  aeeltes  with  the 
AbeUtlon  ofeUferT  It  nalme.  BiUMrto  ttbM 
tyin  dlMwewd  h^  ijbmmfA  enafey  of 
Poweie  et  BmeMle  wtA  Bwlhlt  hi^  vtstf/t  h^ 
iQie  br  tbo  teeiegmtotifM  d 

the  Inyirrtfnftft  el  efiUfayf  eveflefaie 

bSsMrSuD 


TheOooaaNte  of  the  AilMhrNtey 
boldL  noieoTflr,  that  ee  the  Oovenent  tfeeil 
BfevldM     eppofftneMke    lor    deettng    % 
mmrtn  ^pemmom,  H  woold  ehpw  e  leek  o 
^enMMoe  in  thf  Letgnt   for    enr   Mel^ 
mndiitef  theliiMPi^te  wItMMM  hon  U€ 
ODWca  end  the^JBMiitily  (he  JM>aeetkM3 
tber  pooMie  npe^^M*  Moleel^  end  wllhonl 
whloh  it  wllf  he  MMit  lor  Ihe  iMiMtn  eet 
It  moiK   not  hel#«erioeked   that  If  Gtee 
Bfitehi  end  othelFowM  weeo  to  wHhhclc 
inloanetion  fwte  eke  {jMMib  end  the  ptwwti 
oroortimllij   eOowid  lo  .neM  ewer,   pahli 
opfaiion    would    no    dom   pttei   bdhrkhia 
OoTemmeati  te  taho  acdfon  |i|^on  eehrlini 
treatlei. 
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SUMMARY: 


Tbt  4Mitioii  of  ihywqr  in  Ahywiiriti  wkUi 
wu^nAmA  in  tbs  Boom  •!  Ocmomm  imfiii^B'- 
tttofaf  Ibeibfit  ibe  Sliliftit  notiiii  tmm  hMn.  dink 
with  lii  wak^  ditnU  te  Mr  4i4iff*nfTi  in  n:  totter 
iprf^  vn  tmbliibM  n  l«w  digrf  jg^  |ram  ICoon 
^^^MP^  Md  iii  "Mlior  Itllnin  iflMi  ivn  nAtbh 

I  oonnlr^r  in  liM  fiiorid  iHNif  i  4rt^ 
'  still  liMlina.   Itite  n myrt  ef  tbn lfiifirn?fi'  mid 
■ooinl  utmmmmm^  A  wm  nuiniHT :  ind  tlii^ 
ouMntiulQ  lil  dM  IniUtuUfln  ^mml^mmmtkM  be 
■tijphiitiwl  ne  freei^  oypliiiife. 
retoiM  ie*  nllQBeflbnr  n  4i8iiMl 
enn  Im  nn  eendMilien  in  tMe  oennAnr  ^  iiii 
viokol  tMb  te  bwuni  thpie  whiA  lup  all  le^ 
fmaiy  btip  dbwied  en  dtaint>n«*  finm  in  tlie 
ionUMn  dietiieie  of  Btiiitopiik  thitnlHmi  teen 
hui  Amt  leeeidid  eeeee  ^w^***^  dm  <linl  iitfee 

ie  nfpmtnlbr  tliet  tiie  n|icMi  hntr^bf 
^i^BiiUM   of  tie   iliheliitnniL     Hin 

fcoM^iiwiiriwaiSwaiaiP  apt 

in  the  mirth  nnd  weel  #nd  e^ktendi  io  Lnke 
Undolft  Vttadni  ud  Kenyn  Oilwiy  in  the 
wonkAL   lllii  en^e  po^nhioe  end  iMii^Mltivnled 
n^on    ie    new    dlMOit      He    M(|liid    in- 
hihilinle    h$tr%    bene  iiMniVDied  jer    eervfed ' 
eff  by  >endi  of  inei^  iriiile  litfiMn,  who 
dnwinfl  inm  the  eenMri  pMMni  eC  Alyednin. 
Theit  meeendwii  who  nee  4ilni!id  aAen  tn  bf  ; 
r^nier  teeofe, '  wheee  enM  neer  tlie  Geivetfi- 1 
meal  eteoBf;  hnte  mgleetecftr  piwid  beyond 
the  treimefi  of  tfaeeovntvy  <n«jr  hnve  mreted 
and  im^ieiijl  pn  BH^ih  tetfitofsr. 

It  would  nei  be.ftnr  too  bUlf  to  Ueme  the 
O^ntfnl  Ooveramenti  i#«Adie  4^e^  fer  theee 
melpreetieie.  The  Hnent»  tUe  TAtAns,  ie 
^  indfOd  knewn  to  be  ilerfrnm  V  PoMoff  nn  end 
to  th«^«  He  hnft  eteMjr  pitihiWied  tbefai  b^ 
deoree  ;  bnt  le  enbfie  hi«  will  ie  no  ^pny  mn^er. 
Abjriiinin  hee  wtar  one  eiofk  Hue  of  inlKnegr» 
Ifom  the  aetikii  to  Jibotir  on  the  ebmt 
It  hee  lew  iioedi  end  Ibwer 
Since  the  etinnf  hesid  of  the  Sunnnn 
wee  Hinaved  ten  yenie  §§»  Ihn  Oetorhofe 
of  dietent  ptwidMni  h«re,  iitl  to  be  teneid,  tdo 
often  «enfee4  the  wthoritr  of  JidleiUinhe.  The 
Hbamt  llnnnRY  ie  etfdiled  wfth^en  hifipifMi 
eebeme.  nMn*i«  ib  whleh  pUlmA  men  wjmid 
be  dioiinii  tPWi  the  ileiMiribei,  b 
BMi  te  e  nnod^er  of  jremoi  end  thin  i^  bdok 
to  detaid  thilr  w«dMr  bnthfwt  fhk  mh^mif 
bdwerert  |itcenp|i»ne  e  mwh- ttronfir  edndni- 
e^ntfott  th*yi  thi^t  nd#  exh#a«  hi  Abynkin. 
tlte  wboto  pnett^  ie  nreoieily  ^ene  wfaidi  ^hftald 
be  bioqiht  beldio  tU  tmipm  tiMhtitm,  nnd 
thete  dMe  not  eeem  tebinn)r  edeqnMe  ee^ien 
wl^  M  CooneU  ebcKiM  net  eenMder  U  thii 
Bieenn^  ^^p^m^f^w  ▼▼•■•^^Bp  .^^^  j^^^m  i^^^ow^^p  wk  i^^v 

^MMf  inHiiyiiirtu   IbiwHk  M  k  4Ml^ 
bt|M4i^ 
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ABYSSINIAN   SLAVE 
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PROPOSALS  FOB  REPRESSION. 


TO    THE  -EDITOR   OP    THE   TIMES. 

Sir, — Neither  tiie  Anti-Slavery  Society  nor 
Major  Darley  appeara  to  put  fonrard  any 
prnrtiral  or  coiifltructive  flu^^^oHilone.  Mere 
supprpMiou^  under  existing  con<iitionft»  would 
bti  only  a  superficial  and  temporary  check. 
Ahy  action  there  against  slnve-irftdft  mutt  go 
far  deeper  and  come  from  iunide.  From 
personal  observations  in  the  country  and  on 
the  Frencii,  Italian*  nnd  Uganda-Sudan  iron» 
tiers  of  Abyssinia,  1  am  inclined  to  think 
tiiat  the  only  efHcacious  remedy  will  be  econo- 
mic. Provincial  government  of  ths  subject 
peoples  in  Abyssinia  seldom  accords  with  our 
conceotion  of  humanity  and  justice.  Finances 
are  chaotic^  Neitlier  soldiers  nor  ofDclala  are 
generally  paid.  Signatories  of  the  Tripartite 
Agreement  have  now  ample  ground  for  united 
reprssentations.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
tliat  either  the  Bmprsst  or  the  Prince-Regent 
would  not  reahse  the  immense  advantage  to 
the  country  of  financial  reorganiiation  by 
neutral  advisers,  as  in  Persia.  Ohm  the  Army 
and  provincial  ofUcials  were  propeny  paid  and 
controlled,  the  negroid  subject  peoples  would 
cease  to  be  iarmed  out  Uke  C4Uk  ami  sold  into 
alavery .  .       ♦  ^ - 

Men  of  the  ruling  race  conatitute  a  mlDtary 
ceste^  Ther  know  no  other  occupaUon.  They 
are  generally  a  nnias  of  untrained,  undisci- 
plined, soldier-parasitse,  into  whose  hand  the 
subject  peoples  are  delivered,  in  lieu  of  pay 
and  maintenance.  Raa  Tafari  and  the  more 
enlightened  Minlaters  endeavour  to  reetrain 
slavery,  but,  in  many  cases,  have  oo  other 
^  emoluments  *'  to  offer. 

I  hardly  thiak  that  serioue  organlied  slave 
raids  into  Kenya  need  be  anticipatsd.  The 
chief  offendeiB  on  the  Abyisinian  frontier  ad- 
Joining  uaadpp^fistersd  Sudan  and  Uganda 
territories  have  been  Swahili,  Arab,  and  half- 
caste  adventurers  who  oontinue  to  hunt  ele- 
phant there.  Natives  are  sometiones  seiaed  to 
carry  ihe  ivory.     These  are  genenAly  released 


I 


they  are  able,  alwavm  pursued  by  tile  Abyaslnlaii 
troops,  to  dAy^  a  Wige  number  to  the  capital 
and  preeent  a  considerable  proportion  of  tliem 
to  the  Queen  and  ReMii,  and  bow  tbey 
manace  to  drive  the  remamder  to  the  ooeat  and 
ship  t^em  to  Arabia  ? 

Aa  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  oemmoa  kmowledce» 
and  haa  been  proved  time  and  aMin,  that  the 
slave  raida  are  carried  out  by  tne  olBoers  of 
tbe  Govemoie  of  the  various  provinces,  who 
are  directly  under'  the  or4ere  ol  tbe  Oentfal 
Government.  Nobody  aoeuaea  the  Ooveraon 
themselves  of  taking  part  in  raids  into 
British  terriWiry.  They  know  thnt  tbsM  la 
eomotimea  a  dangor  of  meeting  a  Britiali 
patrol,  and  therefore  confine  themselvee  to 
roviewtng  the  raiders  before  they  start,  giving 
them  their  benediction,  and  taking  the  greater 
part  of  the  proceeds  on  their  return.  On 
several  ocoasione  skirmiahee  have  taken  plnce 
between  the  raidera  and  Britiah  natrola  and 
caeualtiee  have  occurred  on  both  Kdee  \  tboee 
amongst  the  Abyasiniang  have  been  found 
to  be  regular  troope  in  the  employ  of  the 
Governors  of  the  frontier  provinces,  and  the 
captured  arms  bore  a  Government  stamp. 
The  scheme  now  reported  to  emanate  crom 

_,  the  Regent  aa  a  means  of  putting  a  stop  to 

and '^  given  food  to  return  Lome  w'hen  they,  this  la  apparently  to  bring  to  the  oapitei 
arrive  at  the  next  settlement  There  is  no ,  «  number  of  alavea  from  tbe  slave-raided  areaa 
doubt,  however,  that  in  South-Westem  on  tile  Abysgininn  side  of  the  border,  to  give 
Abyssinia  the  most  atrocious  features  of  the!  tboii  emaneingtion  papers,  educate  them, 
idave-trade  are  being  regularly  reproduced  on  |  «Bu  pnt  them  tn  a  school  of  pottos  instruction 
a  large  scala  "  The  Kingdom  of  Ethiopia  *'  'or  several  years  and  then  to  put  them  In  tbe 
has  Jways  Justified  iU  name  as  the  "  Land  of!  P?«<»  'o«»  «'  the  capital  for  a  further  two  or 
Habeeh"  or  confusion.  The  OouncU  of  thei  tbree  years  to  get  practical  e»erlenoe  of  their 
League  of  NaUons  meets  in  Geneva  next  week,  duties.  At  the  end  of  that  tUne,  saj  eight  or 
They  oould  appoint  delegatis,  both  to  report  JJ«,  y**™  trom  now.  to  send  tksm  down  to 
and  to  open  ImmedUte  negoUaUons  with  the^  ^belr  former  homes  to  carry  out  tlMdr  poUoe 
Abyssinian  Government  I  ^^*«^  *^R  "^^  'lijf *^  ffS  ^~»^.  ^id 

Youis  faithfully.  I  •PJI^  dvillsafckm  amongit  tbelr  eompgMols. 

'  TRACY  PHILIPPE     *  «  ™L  iT  ^.i^'Jr   ^^^•T,^'*  .^*"- 

The    Army    and    Navy    Hub.    PaU    Mall,    ^±^^1^^^^^^^^^ 

Ann!  10  emaoeipauon    P^mms     dr    no    easanoipntlon 

-'  Apnjjio.       ,  pap«s,  defying  the  AbysihiiaB  OovsiMiirof 

TO  rmi  EDITOR  OF  THB  TIMES.*         ^    '''^^i?^^^!?^*^'    ••^.J^^.  ••▼•ml 

thousand  soldJsfs,  and  pfwrsnting  thsm  muI 
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-I  have  read  with  gt^t  ltiter»t  the,  ^SSrSeiTaSd   SS-^nTiv^  ^ShS^" Jtfi 

l^^*^t:^lt^^^^  ^  iSSr^as'SPlS^^ 

^..^.!^^J^' ^^K^Si;-?-^^^     by  slave  ^iSdtag   and   tiXg,   is  ludtoSS! 


Sir. 

letter 

and  also  Vt^n  ■v*v«iuoni«  W7  am^:*  *•  &«-.   «««h»m,  vri. 

the  Anti-Slavery  and  Aborigines  Frotedion 
Society,  publkhed  on  the  1 0th  lost  There 
is  no  qussUon  whatever  as  to  the  urgent 
necessity  of  stopping  this  inhuman  system. 
I'  have  seen  it  sUted,  on  behalf  of  Res 
TafaH,  that  the  slave  raiding  is  not  eairied  out 
by  ^bvssinftan  officials,  but  by  various  refusees 
from  jiMitioe,  who  organise  tMmaehves  Into 
Hmall  bands  of  outlaws,  and  are  able  to  carry 
on  filave  raiding  and  slave  trsding  in  spits  of 
bring  pursued  by  the  €k)vemm«nt  troops  and 
in  deiiance  of  the  GovsmmenVs  authority 
throughout  the  country. 

If  tolB  vsrsion  is  cortect,  it  would  be  interest* 
ing  to  know  how  thee«  bands  are  able  to  drive 
many  thousand  slaves  annunUy  through  the 
oentre  of  Abysslnh^  calling  m  rsiile  at  the 
oapitAls  of  the  varioqs  provincss  and  selling 
what  slavea  they  can  dispose  o<  on  the  public 
market,  under  the  eyes  of  the  Governor 
appointed  by  the  Oentcnl  Government ;     howL 


In  fact,  whut  i^ouW  bsmn  if  the  scheme  sfv«r 
got  so  far  would  be  ths^  theis  poQee 
Uiemsslves  would  be  the  first  to  be 
and  shipped  over  aqd  sold  in  Aimbia,  Uieir 
pnitlal  edueatloii  givteg  them  a  hlgbsr  v%hie. 

It  appsMfs  to  me  tJM  tlie  oi\ty  rssult  of  t^ 
sflbeme,  if  the  Foweis  aoespt  it  as  a  sohitkm, 
will  be  to  give  the  AbrssimaBs  a  free  hand  to 
dWTjr  on  their  prsseni  pB|ciloep  iof  Motiier 
sight  or  ten  fsgrs.     ^    v'l  *        '  '^  < 

Tbe  Abysfjntin  Gorerninent  Is  wiril  n 


that  the  whole  nuesHon  Is  to  be  bsonght  un 
betprs  tbs  Usgwi  of  NaMons  in  '^^    '    ^ 


and  if  It  ki  oatrsetly  ismted  that  tOi  is  the 
sotntion  thvT  pro0Qa0«  ft  ean,  o^f  be  looked 
upon  M  an  attempt  to  throw  dust  In  lhs  eves  \ 
oTdvilisntloii.        Touts  fAHMully,  I 


>|SS«J>J..  *  '.^r^' 


v.-ip. 


*" ' 


r-mi   «■•    •:< 


V5'"' 


;^-  /  -..^^ 


:^ 


1 


IROISIJ^   AWte 


N-  8 


I 

J 


— ■  -  ^    • 

Victor-Gomrfb.  ^asm 


/ 


vt  * 


^    y  •     *!r«  '-^^  ^»*    »%  fc.  *■ 


»  »•#■     ""^  N 


■'        'V     »  • 


m 


K 


Z' 


^J' 


\ 


<«N«*i>«««M* 


("••■*iWi"i<P 


IfMI 


Ipdnini  limiofai|*«  des   Cotanits; 


X«  C«M^.  ^HWJxt  d*  rUaioa  <MMi»la  fran^aiM 


jt^SS^^ 


ira«(« 


'AfriqM 


CMte{ 


«KMirtM{  4«»  lyiatot 


«— '      ■ 


U 

««|UW««B 

KSidllr^rS!^  ••Mml  4,  lAJhtV. ft«^*l.•; 
A.  ItClHOia,  MiiatHi» anebM  mnulr*; 


••iMftar, 


li|C«Mntd«  tffWM.d*  AwitteiMi 


<     *    , 


.r 


FARIS;2ivrte^:>Mette  tVI^  ^ftro :  Jf^»^ice.  N.-S. :  ^^^/w.^M.^i^frt- 


«#fu  tr«iit«   IMmbm  4^«(«Bt  ■i«Mbr»..^SUNBi.^ 
J«jrr»  •«^*«»  >•«»*•  »•  ■«U«»I»  fMM^JTSSri^ 

W  ^ffM  mlaipon  da  la  e9UM«l»n  Mt  riMiitt  4  Vinst- 

tl.ilMCMMa*.  PvU  A*  trr«B4f|»  vdlig  v^mt  M'ciialt^ 
d*  ckAtpiM  pMlAOK  Fftria  M  Mi  '^'■^  « iSfPiw* 


-  V'MfgMMr..  , 
d^Mqd«i>dMK  1m 


0^  ^  JMilr»  (vA^MMf 


•MMSM   MOatfMC  MiMa- 


-•*/' 


% 


^r 


v,t  -• 


^' 


• ;' 


.,  < 


.Vl." 


?; 


.    s 


■mr'- 


%'-■" 


-k;" 


fl 

«,  - 


I 

i* 
^ 

A 


f 


< 


I. 


^'^NNK 


.   #. 


v< 


5^-. 


da  Comity  de  I'flfmque  pi^anc^aise 
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Le  Gomit6  de  FAfrique  FranQaise  a  616  fond6  en 
1890  par  quelques  Fran^ais  q[ui  avaient  organis6,  a 
leurs  frais,  des  missions  poiiliques  et  6conomiques 
d'exploration  et  d'^tudes  vers  le  centre  de  TAfrique 
ot  qui  d6siraient,  en  g6n6ralisant  leurs  efforts,  gran- 
dir  leur  oeuvre.  La  declaration  qu'il  publia  a  cette 
6poque  et  qui  reQut  du  public  un  accueilchaleureux, 
exposait  ainsi  son  programme  : 

Nous  assiBtODB  i  ud  specttcle  unique  d&ns  I'histoire  :  le  partage 
r6el  d'uQ  continent  k  peine  connu  par  certaines  nations  d'Europe. 

Dans  ce  partage,  la  France  a  droit  ii  la  plus  grande  part,  en 
raison  de  I'abandon  qu'elle  a  consenti  aux  autres  nations  de  ses 
droits  sur  I'Afrique  orientale  et  des  efTorts  qu'elle  a  faits  pour  le 
d6veloppement  de  ses  possessions  de  TAlg^rie-Tunisie*  du  86n6gal 
et  du  Congo. 

La  convention  anglo-fran^aise  de  1890,  en  nous  doanant  acc^s 
tu  nord  du  lac  Tchad,  a  accru  nos  possessions  et  considerable- 
meut  6tendu  notre  zone  d'influence  :  I'Alg^rie-Tunisie,  le  Bengal, 
le  Soudan,  le  Congo  fran^ais  sont  maintenant  un  champ  d'action 
immense  ou  peut  s'exercer  notre  activity  et  qui  est  ouvert  k  Tex- 
ploration  et  la  colonisation. 

Un  certain  nombre  de  personnes,  comprcnant,  d^s  la  fin  de  1889, 
la  n^cessit^  d'une  action  imm^iate  en  Tue  de  Taccroissement  el 
de  la  mise  en  valeur  de  notre  domaine  africain,  avaient  organist  k 
leurs  frais  la  mission  Paul  Crampel,  dont  le  but  6tait,  on  le  sait, 
d'explorer  la  region  comprise  entre  le  Congo  et  le  lac  Tchad  et  d'y 
conclure  des  trait^s,  puis  de  revenir,  s'il  le  pouvait,  par  le  Nord. 
Les  m^mes  personnes  avaient  favor is6  d'autres  missions  comme 
celle  du  lieutenant  de  vaisseau  Mizon. 

Reconnaissant  la  n^cessit^  d'inl^resser  le  plus  grand  nombre 
possible  de  Fran^ais  k  ces  missions,  qui  servent  la  cause  de  Tin- 
nuence  fran^aise  sans  engager  les  ressources  ou  la  responsabilit^ 
de  I'Etat,  les  souscripteurs  des  premieres  missions  ont  form^ 
un  comitA  qui,  sous  le  nom  de  Comiii  de  lAfrique  FranQaise, 
s'efTorce,  par  tous  les  mojens  en  son  pouvoir,  de  d^velopper  I'in- 
fluence,  I'iniustrie  ot  le  commerce  frangais  dans  I'Afrique  de 
rOuest,  du  Centre  et  du  Nord. 

De  telles  initiatives  paraissent  de  plus  en  plus  n^essaires 
aujourd*hui  oil  il  s'agit  d'acqu6rir  dans  I'Afrique  centrale  les  droits 
du  premier  occupant  et  de  d^velopper  ensuite  notre  commerce 
dans  les  regions  placces  sous  I'lnfluence  fran^aise,  comme  le  sont 
d^s  maintenant  les  pajs  compris  dans  la  boucle  du  Niger. 

II  va  fans  dire  que  le  but  du  Comity,  constitu6  dans  une  pens^ 
purement  patriotique,  en  dehors  de  tous  les  parlii,  est  ab^^^lument 
d^sint^ress^  et  stranger  i  toute  preoccupation  d'afTaires. 


Le  public  fran(.ais  repoadit  avcc  cnlliousiasme  a 
cetap(>el  et,  grace  aux  encouragements  et  aux  dor^s 
ui  aftluaient  de  toutes  parls,  le  Comil^  de  TAfrique 
rauQaise  put  organiser  ou  encourager  un  grand 
nombre  de  missions  d  exploration  et  une  propagande 
nationale  qui  permircnt  a  la  France  de  revendiquer, 
puis  d'obtenir  une  largo  et  pr^cieuse  part  dans  Tal- 
tribution  diplomatique  du  continent  africain. 


?, 


* 


L^Iiistoire  du  Comile  fut,  des  ce  moment,  I'iiistoire 
mime  de  la  France  en  Afrique.  II  so  pla<;a  et  il  rosta 
a  la  t6te  du  mouvement  d'opinion  qui  rendit  les 
enlreprises  africaines  populaires  en  France  ct,  par- 


tout  ou  noire  drapeau  se  trouva  port6,  le  Comite 
provoqua  ou  appuva  les  initiatives  des  explorateurs, 
Ins  efforts  des   olliciers  ct   des    admini^rateurs  ct 


rintervenlion  rn("^me  du  gouverriement  qui,  bien  sou- 
vent,  n'eut  qua  adopter  les  suggestions  de  oe  groupe 
d'hommes  clairvoyantset  r6solus.  L'action  duComit(?! 
est  ainsi  Tune  des  preuves  les  plus  convaincantes  de 
la  puissance  de  Tinitiative  priv^e  appuy^e  sur  le 
sentiment  public  et  consacr^e  au  service  dune  cause 
nationale. 


Ce  fut,  au  debut,  en  Afrique  centrale  et  ea  Afrique 
occidentale  que  le  Comit6  porta  son  principal  effort. 
Missions  d'exploration  et  penetration  politique 
s'6tendirent  alors  du  Sud  Alg6rien,  du  Soudan  etdu 
Congo  vers  le  centre  de  1  Afrique  oii  se  trouvaient  les 
derniers  territoires  encore  sans  maitres.  11  I'allut 
plusieurs  ann6es  de  sacrifices,  d'energie,  de  t6nacit6 
et  d'efforts  pour   r^aliser  enfin  I'objectif  principal 

gui  avait  6t6  la  formule  m^me  de  la  creation  du 
omit6  en  181K)  et  pour  ainsi  dire  sa  devise  :  la 
riunion  sur  les  rives  du  lac  Tchad  des  possessions 
francaises  de  V Algerie^  du  Soudan  et  du  Congo.  En 
1890  ce  projet  semblait  presque  a  tous  une  utopie. 
II  avail  contre  lui  les  difHcult6s  de  la  p^*n6lration, 
l'hostilit6  des  conquerants  noirs  esclavagistes,  la 
concurrence  des  aspirations  d'autres  puissances,  la 
pauvret6  des  moyens  d'action,  les  hesitations  de  la 
politique  frauQaise.  II  put  enlin  6trc  realise  dans  les 
dernieres  anuses  du  xix'  siccle  et  il  est  rest6  Tun 
des  fondements  essentieh  de  la  politique  africaine 
de  la  France. 

Deja  une  ceuvre  uouvelle  ot  dun  inlt^ret  national 
au  moins  cgal  appelait  raclivitc  du  Coinit6  de 
I'Afrique  fran(;aise  :  Tavenir  du  Maroc  et  la  neccssite 
de  ne  pas  laisser  tomber  en  d'autres  mains  le  riclic 
pays  qui  forme  le  complement  indispensable  de  notre 
empire  colonial  de  FAfrique  du  Nord.  La  aussi,  la 
politique  fran^aise  avait  contre  elle  des  concurrents 
strangers  redoutables,  riiostilite  et  la  deiiance  des 
indigenes,  Finconnu  m^me  du  pays  ct  enlin  I'indif- 
ference  des  pouvoirs  publics  et  de  Fopinion.  Four 
vaincre  ccs  diflicultes,  le  Comite  de  FAfrique  fran- 
Caise  crea  parmi  ses  membres  un  groupement  spe- 
cial, le  Comite  du  Maroc,  compose  des  mtmes 
hommes,  animd  des  memes  sentiments  patriotiques 
et  de  la  memo  foi,  agissant  avec  la  meme  initiative 
a  la  fois  bardie  et  prudenle.  Cette  segonde  ceuvre, 
Vaclit  veinent  et  la  consolidation  de  VAfrviue  fvan(;(iise 
du  Nord,  a  pu  etre  egalement  realisee.  Ll  c'est  vrai- 
mcnt  aujourd'hui  une  France  nuuv<lle  que  notre 
drapeau  couvre  sur  Faulro  rive  dc  la  Moditerranre, 
<lc  Hizerle  a   Casablanca. 

En  dehors  de  ces  ceuvres  essenlielles,  le  Comite  dc 
I'Afrique  fran^aise  consacrait  son  acliviie  a  letude 
el  a  la  defense  des  intercts  franc^ais  dans  les  autres 
parlies  de  FAfrique,  notamment  en  Klhiopie.  D'ail- 
leurs,  sa  tache  nest  pas  soulement  d'ordre  politique  : 
il  a  cu  soiii  aussi  de  suivre  Feiude  scientifique  de 
FAfrique  et  de  faire.  luieux  connaitrc  aussi  les  debou 
cbes  ot  les  ressourecs  que  les  pays  nouveanx  olFrent 
a  la  France. 
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En  meme  temps  que  son  oeuvre  s  excr^ait  ainsi  en 
Afrique,  le  Comite  organisait  en  France  une  propa- 
ande  active  et,  notamment,  il  signalait  la  necesslte 
e  meltre  en  valeur  les  colonies  acquises  au  prix  de 
lanl  d'efforts.  de  tant  d'argcnt  et  de  tanl  de  vies, 
humaines.  Cette  action  a  et6  et  est  encore  exerc6e 
par  son  Bulletin  VAfriijuc  francaise,  organc  men- 
suel,  illustre  de  cartes  et  de  photographies  Cette  pu- 
blication est  repandue  dans  le  public  a  un  nombre 
considerable  d'exemplaires  et  redigee  par  les  spe- 
cialistes  les  plus  autorises;  elle  presente  les  ques- 
tions^fricaines  sous  une  forme  altravante,  elle  donne 
un  tableau    complet  des    evenements    d'Afrique,  le 
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rt^cil  ties  aiissions  cl  voyages  d'iiludes,  I'cjcposi^  de 
la  vio  des  pays  indc^'pendanls  et  des  possessions 
eLrang(*ri"s.  \J Afriqutt  francaise^  qui  paraitdepuis  le 
1'' Janvier  1891,  forme  ainsi  la  plus  belle  colleelioii 
de  rhistoire  deroeuvre  afrieaine.  Elle  est  k  la  fois 
un  moyen  dc  travail  et  uq  instrument  do  propagande 
et  d'action. 

Lc  double  r61e  du  Comit6,  defense  des  inl6r(^ts 
poliliques  et  6cononnqiies  de  la  Franco  en  Afrique, 
propaganda  dans  le  public  frangais,  n'a  fail  quo  s'ac 
centner  puadant  la  guerre.  Par  ses  voeux  et  rapports 
commuQiau6s  aux  pouvoirs  publics,  par  ses  publica- 
tions, le  fjomitci  a  demasqu6  le  but,  poursuivi  par 
nos  cnnemis^  de  la  conslilulion  d  uno  Afrique  alle- 
rnande  formee  aux  d6pens  de  nos  pr^cicuses  con- 
quetes;  il  a  pr6conis6  I'ulilisation  de  nos  colonies 
comtne  ri^servoirs  de  soldats  el  comme  productrices 
de  main  d'ceuvrc  el  de  ravitaillcinent ;  il  a  conlribuu 
a  tirer  de  notre  victoire  Ions  les  benefices  qu'elle 
devait  entrainer  pour  nous  dans  les  pays  d'oulre- 
mer. 

Le  Comil(^  de  I'Afrique  frangaisc  crt  tier  de  loeuvre 
que  lo  contours  de  ses  adherents  lui  a  permis  d'ac- 
complir  depuis  trente  ans  el  des  temoignages  qu'il 
a  rcQUs  soil  des  pouvoirs  publics,  soil  de  Topinion. 

Uoycn  dt^s  associations  coloniales  frauQaises,  il 
vent  se    consacrer    avec    une    energie    nouvelle  a 


I'a^uvred'aujourd  hui  et  de  demain.  A  Theure  ou  le 
pays  se  rend  inieux  coinptc  de  Timportanco  de  siis 
intt^rels  coloniaux  ct  oxl6rieurs,  de  grands  problemes 
sont  de  nouveau  pos(is  en  Afrique  :  disparition  des 
entraves  inlernatioiiales  qui  pesent  encore  sur  quel- 
ques  regions  soumises  a  noire  influence,  raise  en 
valenr  6conomique  de  nos  colonies,  utilisation  de 
leur  valeur  militaire  et  de  leurs  productions  pour  la 
m(''lropolo,  recherche  des  meilleures  formules  d'ad- 
ministralion  et  de  politique  indigene,  d^veloppe- 
mcnt  de  nosintiirfils  dans  laM6diterran^e,  ouverlure 
a  notre  commerce  de  d^bouch^s  dans  les  pays  ind6- 
pendants  ou  les  colonies  ^trang^res,  etude  des 
efl'orts  des  puissances  colonisatrices  dans  leurs  pos- 
sessions respeclivcs.  A  toules  ces  questions  que  sca- 
le ve  noire  domination  en  Afrique  du  Nord,  en  Afrique 
noire,  a  Madagascar  et  on  Afrique  orientate,  la 
France  se  doit  de  consacrer  lout  son  g^nie  colonisa- 
teur  ct  le  Comity  do  I'Afrique  fran?aise  lui  donnera 
comme  hier  sa  collaboration  cntiere  el  d^sint(5ress6e. 
Mais  c'cst  du  public  seul  qu'il  pent  tirer  les  res- 
sources  n(5cessaires  a  son  aclion  ct  a  sa  propagande. 
II  dcmandc  a  tous  les  Fran<^ais  de  Taider  dans  une 
oeuvre  palriotique  qui  a  J^ja  la  consecration  du 
pass6  et  dont  laveiiir  int^resse  les  destinies  m^mes 
de  la  plus  grande  France  en  Afrique  el  dans  le 
monde. 

Le  Comitk. 
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LA    CHICANE    ANGLAISB 

DANS 
L  AFRIQUE  FRANCAISE  DU  NORD 

Dans  le  siippl^menl  du  i)re»enl  fasrirul(\  nos 
leclours  Imiivoront  un  long  article  (jui  resuiiie  el, 

(;a  el  la,  rcproduit  les  debals  de  la  Cour 
permanente  de  la  Haye  sur  la  question 
<l(Oanationalile  onTunisie  el  aiiMaroc. 
Nous  les  engageons  6  le  lire  malgr^  son 
aspect  tres  severe  et  juridique.  (Vest, 
fait  par  des  jurisles  de  talent,  le  pmces  de  la  que- 
relle  soulevec  par  nos  allies  anglais  a  propos  des 
decrels  de  natural isntion.  Tne  querelle?  Non  pas 
iTi6me!  Quand  on  a  hi  ces  dehats,  r/est  le  mot  de 
chicane  qui  vienl  tout  nalurellenient  a  la  pensee. 
C'est  done  pour  ces  trfes  modestes  int(5r^ts, 
d'ailleurs  respectesi>aruosd(^crets,  (jue  la  (irande- 
Hretagne  a  soulev6  contre  nous  tout  ra|)pareil  de 
la  justice  la  [)lus  snlcMinelle! 

u  En  Tunisie,  des  inleriMs  In'^s  raivs;  au 
Maroc  pas  <rinler(^l  du  lout.  »  Cette  phraj^e  du 
repr6sentnnt  d(*  la  France  aux  d6bats  de  la  Haye 
est  le  synibole  de  toule  laffaire.  El  pourtaiit,  s'il 
y  a  une  question  oii  nous  pouvious  escoiiip.ter 
Tappui  large  de  rAngleterre,  c'esl  bien  TAf pique 
fran^ai^e  du  Nord  qui,  pendant  la  guerre,  a  ser^i 
de  bouclier  (\  Vl^pyptc  contre  toute  agitation 
islaniique  et  ottoinnne,  c'est  bien  le  Ma#*oc  oil  elle 
nous  a  appel^s  en  190i  en  nous  pronietlant  le 
nn'^me  fair  p/at/  (jue  nous  lui  avons  si  loyaleinenl 
jou6  en  Egvpte  et  en  Orient! 

La  politique  du  Gouvernement  britannique  s'esl 
laiss6  entralner  une  fois  de  plus  par  les  passions 
et  les  actions  de  ses  representanls  locaux  :    les 
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KULLKTLN    1)U    COMITK 


Aiif^luis    cle  Tunis  siirtoiit  el  do  Tangor  un  pen 
onl  nianaHivr(3  Londros  dans  celfe  querelle. 

Ou  lira  tout  ce  qu'il  y  a  de  lo^que  l4  dr  dou- 
loureux k  la  fois  dans  la  plaiirte  discrete  et  ^mue 
que  M.  de  Lapradelle  a  fait  entendre  h  la  Haye.  II 
y  a  longtemps  que  nous,  les  politiques,  nous 
avons  soulign(^  la  surprise  de  la  France  devant 
ratlitude  de  la  Grande-Bretagne  envers  TMrique 
frangaise  du  .Nord.  Les  juristes  viennent  d'6tayer 
notre  etonnement  sur  des  arguments  de  droit. 
(A^te  chicane,  dont  Tobjet  est  si  l^ger,  ptse  lourde- 
nient  sur  les  relations  franco-britanniques  et  plus 
encore  sur  les  sentiments  des  Franc^ais  :  ils  n'ou- 
blienl  pas,  eux,  le  r61e  salutaire  jou6  par  TAlg^rie, 
la  Tunisie  et  le  Maroc  dans  la  Grande  Guerre,  tant 
par  leurs  envois  de  troupes  et  de  ravitaillement 
({ue  par  leur  bonne  lenue  qui  a  proteg^  TEgypte 
et  assure*  la  tranquillite  de  la  Mediterran6e. 


NOS  MORTS 

TH^OPHILE     DELGASSl^ 

Les  Africains  doivent  un  Iribul  |)nrliculier  de 
regrets  a  Theopbile  Delcasse,  dec(5d6  subilenieni 
a  la  fin  du  mois  dernier. 

A  Tancien  sous-secretaire  d'Etat  et  ministre  des 
Colonies  d'abord.  CVetait  Ti^poque  de  1893  a  1898, 
Tune  des  grandes  epoques  de  la  politique  d'ex- 
pansion  africaine.  M.  Dolcassi^,  etail  arriv6  au  pa- 
vilion de  Flore  en  annon(;anf  la  fermetui'e  de  la 
p(5riode  h6ix)l'que  et  Touverture  de  la  p^riodo  de 
mise  en  vnleur.  II  ouvrit,  en  cffet^  celle-ci  par 
rimpulsion  qu'il  donna  nux  rt^^formes^conomiques. 
Mais  il  ne  cl6tura  pas  colle-li,  car  on  6lait  alors 
en  pleine  rivalit^  africainc  et  il  etait  trop  patriote 
pour  ne  pas  conijirendre  que  riieui*e  de  la  diges- 
tion lenle  n'avait  [uxs  encore  sonn6.  Le  Goraite  de 
TAfrique  francjaise  collabora  avec  lui,  chaleureu- 
senicMit.  el  Delcasse  fut  Tun  des  artisans  de 
TAfrique  fran^-aise  et  notamment  de  la  jonclion 
Algerie-Soudan-Congo.  Ce  fut  m^nie  le  plus  beau 
temps  de  la  f^eriode  h^roique  africainc. 

A  I'ancien  ministre  des  Affaires  6trangeres, 
ensuitc.  Son  ceuvre,  de  ce  point  de  vue,  a  ete  celle 
que  la  grande  |)resse  a  surtout  retenue.  Le  Maroc 
fran(;ais  n'oubliera  jamais  I'heureuse  diplomatic 
(pii.  dans  les  toules  premiferes  ann^es  du  siecle,  n 
ecarte  de  not  re  route  des  rivalites  bien  g^nantes. 
tout  en  laissant  subsisler  la  j)lus  genante  (pii  d6- 
cbalna  la  grande  crise  ou  M.  DelcasstS  mail  re  de 
notre  politique  exterieure  depuis  sept  ans,  perdil 
son  portefeuille.  Et,  de  1904  h  190;},  le  Comite  du 
Maroc  collabora, aussi,(lircctement  avec  le  ministre 
cpii  engageail  deliber6mcnt  noire  expansion  au 
Maroc.     % 

La  guerre  le  ramena  un  temps  au  pouvoir,  |)uis 
la  victoire  le  vengea  de  la  grande  amertume  do  sa 
demission  forc(^c  apr<^s  la  p^emi^re  alerte,  celle  de 
Tanger.  Les  Africains  saunmt  se  souvenir  do  ce 
qu'il  a  fait  i)our  TAfrique. 


M.   JULES    CARDE 

f 

GOITVER.NEIK    (iEN^RAL 

« 

DE    L*AFRIQl  E   OCCIDEISTALF    FRANgAISE 
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Le  Gouvernement  general  de  TAfrique  Occiden- 
tale  Fran(;aise,  devenu  vacant  comiAe  consequence 
de  la  nomination  de  M.  Martial  Merlin  h  la  succes- 
sion de  M.  Maurice  Long  en  Indochine,  a  6te  confix 
pardecret  du  21  fevrier  1923,  h  M.  Jules  Ciarde, 
Gouverneur  de  l"  classe  des  colonies,  qui  exer^ait 
depuis  quatre  anneesles  fonctions  de  commissaire 
de  la  Uepublique  au  Camcroun. 

L'bomme  sur  lequel  s'est  port6,  pour  Dakar,  le 
4hoix  du  Gouvernement  de  la  Uepublique,  sur  la 
proposition  de  M.  Albert  Sarraut,  ministre  des 
Colonies,  a  toute  la  vigueur  intellectuelle  et  phy- 
sique de  ses  49  ans  a  peine  sounds.  Ceux  qui  Vont 
accompagiie  dans  ses  tournees  d'inspection  au 
Cameroun,  na^me  les  jeunes,  gardent  le  souvenir 
de  sa  resistance,  de  sa  robustcssc,  de  son  entrain, 
cpialites  indispeiisables  h  un  clief  colonial  appeU» 
a  des  fondions  particnlieremc^nt  lourdes. 

La  rarri^re  rapide  de  M.  Qu'de  s*est  poui^suivie 
un  pen  partout  dans  notre  domaine  colonial  :  en 
Algerie,  a  Madagascar,  a  la  Martiniqup,  a  la  COle 
d'lvoire,  au  Gouvernement  general  de  TAfrique 
E(iualoriale  Francaise,  au  Moyen-Congo  comme 
lieubiiant- gouverneur.  en  Afrique  occidenlale 
comme  Secrc^taire  general  du  Gouvernement  g^ 
nigral  aux  c6tes  de  Van  Vollenhoven,  enfin  au 
Cameroun  franc^ais.  Gn  Irouve  M.  Carrie  aupr&s 
de  nos  plus  6minents  chefs  coloniaux  qui,  en 
connaissance  de  ses  fortes  qualites  profession- 
nelles  et  de  caract^re,  faisaient  grand  cas  de  sa 
pr6cieuse  collaboration.  Mais  prfes  de  ces  chefs, 
(ju'ils  s'appcUent  Gallieni,  Van  Vollenhoven,  Mei^ 
lin.  Angoulvant.  la  personnalite  de  M.  Garde  sVf- 
face  compl^tement  et  volontairemenl.  Le  coUabo- 
rateur,  d6voue  etaffectueux,  entend  laisser  k  ceux 
qu'ilf  seconde,  en  partageant  leurs  peines  et  leurs 
satis  actions,  tout  I'honneur  des  r^sultats  obtenus. 
n  attendait,  toutefois.  avec  impatience,  le  moment 
oil,  dans  un  commandenient  autonome,  il  lui  se- 
rait  enfin  possible  de  donner  toute  sa  mesure.  Et, 
rette  occasion,  il  Fa  trouvee  quand  lui  futconfiee 
1  administration  du  CanuM-oun.  U  s'agissait  d  une 
Uiche  difficile,  a  ce  passage  de  la  periode  d'occu- 
j)ation  militaire  h  celle  d*administration  civile 
normale,  cependant  bien  prepar^e  par  son  prede- 
res.seur  M.  Lucien  Fourneau.  Tons  les  probl^mcs 
d'admmistration  sollicilent  M.  Carde,  qI  nous  le 
voyons  a  Douala,d^s  son  arriv^e,  en  pleine  action^ 
en  plein  travail,  assurant  une  tdche  considerable 
sans  services  organises  puisqu'il  est  pour  ainsi 
dire  sans  personnel. 

De  retour  en  France  en  fin  1920,  le  commissaire 
de  la  Uepublique  oWient  de  M.  Albert  Sarraut  la 
precision  de  ses  pouvoirs  par  un  d6cret  du 
23  mars  1921,  qui  donne  au  Cameroun  Tautonomie 
administrative  et  financifere,  le  d^liant  complfete- 
ment  en  ces  mati^res    de  toute  d6pendance  du 


.»  .  .  *. . 


*•■» 


iJf^^ 


9'*^' 


•r   ..  y   f,.  . 


ITT  '. "T     'H'-  -  '  jf*  »'  ':r  f'T-f 


I  >  'I       ■    jy  "  1^'    «      I.'    ^  ■     y    II        I  nil 


1^" 


\ 


4 


DE    L  APRIQUE    FRANCAISE 


103 


GouvernemenI  geii(5ral  de  I'Afrique  Eijuatoriale 
Franfaise.  Et,  celte  dependaiicc  qui  survit  encore 
en  matifere  judiciaire,  il  en  obtient  la  snppression 
par  un  decrel  da  29  d6cembre  1922,  qui  institue 
it  Douala  un  (^onseil  d*appei  et  une  Cour  crimi- 
nelie  aupres  du  Tribunal  de  premiere  instance. 

Ayant  les  coud6es  tranches,  que  lui  accorde  un 
ministre  clairvoyant,  M.  Carde  pent  proc^der  ^  une 
organisation  nouvelle  et  coniplf^te  du  (lameroun 
sur  les  mines  de  Torganisation  6difiee  autrefois 
par  les  anciens  occupants  allemands,  jug6s  indi- 
gnes  de  par  le  Traite  de  Paix  de  conlinucr  a  jouer 
le  r61e  de  luleur  des  peuples  h  evolution  atlard6e. 

Au  point  de  vue  politique,  IViiuvre  de  M.  (^arde 
est  d'imporlance.  Tout  d'abord  il  assure  la  pacifi- 
cation, sans  recours  a  la  force,  des  peupladOwS 
Bapf^s  et  Kirdis  de  la  fordt  et  das  niontagnes  du 
Nord  que  les  Allemands  n'etaicnt  pas  parvenus  a 
souinettre  en  1914. 

Dans  la  masse  de  la  population  indigene,  il  en- 
tretient  la  ronfiance  en  noire  administration,  con- 
fiance  qui  s'est  manjfestee  d'ailleurs  de  mani^re 
eclatanle  diis  les  pj*cnii(>res  heurcs  de  la  con(ju6t«\ 
II  sail,  le  cas  echeant,  monirer  de  la  lermele,  no- 
tamment  devant  lesinadmissibles  pretentions  dun 
pelit  groupe  de  Douala  devoy^s,  mais  rapidement 
remis  au  j)as.  Et  dans  la  (juestion  delicate  dt  s 
missions,  il  s'entend  a  se  concilier  les  represen- 
tatits  des  diverses  confessions,  qu'ils  soient  drs 
c^)mpalrioles  ou  des  etrangers.  Une  politique  fis- 
c^le  Equitable  demeure  la  plus  grande  preoccupa- 
tion du  commissaire  de  la  Kepiiblique.  M.  Carde 
se  propose,  dans  (*e  but,  de  diminuer  le  iiombre 
des  families  polygames  de  fa(;on  h  permettrc  le 
mariage  des  hommes  jeunes  et,  par  voie  de  conse- 
quence, Taccroissement  du  nombre  des  naissances 
et  la  selection  des  sujels.  C'est  par  Tinstitution 
d'un  imprtt  progressif  sur  la  polygamic  qu'il 
examine  la  possibilite  d'atteindre  les  notables 
polygames,  et  surtout  certains  sultans  et  lamidos 
dont  le  nombre  d(5passe  parfois  1.000.  Mais,  d'une 
consullalion  prealable  demandee  aux  chefs  de  cir- 
conscriplion,  il  r6suUe  que  la  taxe  sur  la  poly- 
gamic rencontrerait  actuellement  des  difficultes 
d'ordre  materiel  qui  font  obstacle  k  son  etablisse- 
ment,  el  qu'il  faudra  queUjues  annees  de  mesure^ 
pr6paratoires  pour  la  mettre  en  vigueur.  Ainsi 
M.  Carde  est-il  appele  k  conclureque  si  «  lath6orie 
demeure  valablo,  la  pratique  commande  d*at- 
tendre  »,  conclusion prudente  d'un  Administrateur 
avise  et  experiments,  qui  ne  se  laisse  pas  entral- 
ner  par  un  souci  exclusif  de  fiscalile. 

Mesure  principalement  d'ordre  economique  sans 
doute  que  la  reprise  des  travaux  destines  k  deve- 
lopper  Toulillage  economique  du  Cameroun,  mais 
mesure  d'ordre  politique  aussi  cependant  puis- 
qu'elle  est  de  nature  k  donner  Timpression  netie 
aux  populations  indig^nes  que  la  puissance  man- 
(lataire  entend  poursuivre  i^elhodiquement  et  ra- 
pidement la  mise  en  valeur  du  territoire,  apr^s 
I'inevitable  periode  de  siJspension  des  travaux 
nScessilee  par  la  guerre.  M.  Carde  decide  d'ex^cu- 
ter,  sans  delai,  la  premiere  tranche  des  travaux 
pr6vus  dans  le  remarquable  [)rogrammede  M.  Al. 


bert  Sarraut,  en  suivant  I'ordre  d'urgence  qui! 
indique.  On  sail  les  objectifs  :  reUer  le  terminus 
du  chemin  de  fer  du  Centre  au  kilometre  180,  jus- 
qu'^  Yaounde,  capitale  administrative,  au  kilo- 
metre 315;  amenagerle  port  de  Douala,  de  fa(;on 
k  le  mettre  a  la  hauteur  des  n6cessites  d'un  trafic 
sans  cesse  plus  important.  Des  le  l^*^  Janvier  1922, 
les  chantiers  sont  ouverts,  et  plus  de  12.000  tra- 
vailleurs  y  sont  occupSs  en  ce  moment.  Cette  ra- 
pidite  de  mise  k  execution  d'un  programme  est 
tout  k  rhonneur  du  commissaire  de  la  Uepul)liquc 
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qui  s'affirme  avant  tout  un  realisateur.  A  la  fin  de 
rann6e  pass6e,  M.  Carde  estimait  que  les  travaux 
a  ex^cuter  se  monteraient  a  iO  millions,  sur  les- 
quels  15  millions  pourronl  6tre  fournis  par  les 
seules  ressources  locales.  Le  reste  est  demande  k 
un  emprunt  d(*  25  millions  aver  garantie  morale 
de  TElat,  sous  forme  d'un  projet  de  loi  que  M.  Al- 
bert Sarraut  a  depos6  r6cemmenl  sur  le  bureau 
des  Chambres. 

Le  chemi  n  de  fer  du  Centre,  d  abord  vers  Yaounde, 
ensuite  vers  le  j)lateau  central  et  la  plaine  m^ri- 
dionale  du  Tchad,  deviendra  I'arl^re  principale  de 
penetration  du  Cameroun.  Quandces  135  kilomfetres 
k  construire  seront  terminus,  il  coupera  de  part 
en  part  la  forest  riche  en  ressources  naturelles  de 
toutes  sortes,  et  son  coefficient  d'exploitation  sera 
assur^ment  tr^s  61ev6. 

G'eat  exclusivement  aussi  sur  les  ressources  or- 
dinaires  du  Cameroun  que  M.  Carde  a  pu  assurer 
les  reparations  des  voies  ferrees  etouvrages  d'art 
des  chemins  de  fer  du  Nord  et  du  Centre,  si  gra- 
vement  endommag6s  par  Tennemi  au  cours  de  sa 
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rcfrailo,  tie  m(Miie  (|iie  le  reriouvollement  d'uii 
inaleru'l  roulanl  uj^aj^r  suiioiil  par  la  caiupa^ne 
on   [)artiellenieiit    mis  Iiors    s(u%ice  |)ar  les  Alle- 

Cesconsuleraliinis  (l6inoiilnMilia  situation  fiiiaii- 
ci^re  parlirulif^reiJieiil  favorablr^  dii  (^ameroun, 
(lont  les  trois  exercires  (111  budget  special  out  pre- 
seiite  de  gros  excedeiils  de  rec'ettes,  grace  a  iiiic 
p:estioii  prudenle  el  clairvoyante.  L'enseriible  du 
hud^^et  poui'  r(5\crcicc  1923  s'eleve,  en  rcceltes  el 
en  dopenses,  a  Ja  somnie  de  2;{. 257.000  tVaiics, 
(lont  19.877.000  francs  pour  le  budget  special  el 
3.380.000  francs  pour  le  budget  annexe  des  che- 
niins  de  (er.  Les  exc^denls  d6finitifs  de  leceltes 
ont  ele  de  4.232.8<i8  francs  pour  I'exei^cice  1021  et 
(le  4  millions  pour  Texercice  1922. 

D'aulre  part,  il  n'est  pas  inutile  de  noter  le 
pourcentage  des  credits  pour  les  d6penses  de  dif- 
ferentes  natures  inscrites  au  budget  :  26  0/0  pour 
ra(JUniiiislralion  pro[)renient  dite,  9  0/0  pour  les 
i'egies  financiferes,  f)l\  0/0  pour  les  grands  travanx 
[)ublics  et  les  exploitations  industrielles,  15  0/0 
j)our  les  ceuvres  sociales.  (]es  chiffres  font  ressor- 
tir  le  souci  de  comprinier  Ic  plus  possible  les 
d^penses  de  souverainete  au  profit  de  chiles  ayant 
Irait  anx  (euvres  d  inlerfil  social  et  6cx)nomique. 

A  Tassistance  mSdicale  indigene  comme  a  Ten- 
seignenient,  M.  (iirde  a  consacre  ses  efforts  ;  et  li^s 
r(3sull<ils  brillanls  ([u'il  a  obtenus  ont  6t^  consi- 
gn6s  lout  au  long  dans  ccs  documents  consid(''- 
rables,  que  constituent  pour  les  ann<^es  1920  el 
1921,  les  rapports  de  geslion  |)resenl^s  ^lat^oin- 
missioTi  des  mandats  de  la  Soci6t6  des  Nations 
[)Our  le  (^meromi.  I^  concision  voulue  de  ces 
comples  rendus,  leur  loyaute  — car  s'iis  font  men- 
tion des  resultats  tangibles  obtenus,  ils  ne  manquent 
pas  d'etaler  au  grand  jour  les  difficultes  rencon- 
tr6es  et  les  lacunes  A  combler  —  ont  vivemenl 
frappe  lattention  d(*  la  (Commission  de  Ciern^ve 
(pii,  [)ar  la  voix  (b^  son  Presid(Mit.  le  inar<piis 
Th(*odoli,  a  rendu  a  S\.  (iarde  le  jusle  et  flalteui* 
bommage  du  h  sa  grande  evpeiience  comme  au 
hd)eur  remarcpiabic  ipTil  aproduit.  On  se  souvient 
dans  quids  lermes  elogieux  M.  Maginot,  alors 
ministre  des  (colonies  par  iBt(^rim.  fit  |)art  de  ses 
appi'^ciations  au  coiiimissaire  de  la  itepubiique. 
M.  (^rde  considerait  (}U*il  fallait  fain*  au  Came- 
rouu  de  rassislanre  medi(^ale  indig('ne  a  out  ranee, 
car  «  poiM'  faii'c  fru('lifi(T  le  capital-ai'geut.  il  faut 
ai^croilre  le  c(qulaMiuniain  ».  11  ne  cessait  (i(*  re- 
clainer  des  m(''(l(W'ins  el  des  medecins  au  Departe- 
nienl :  (^t  devant  les  difficuUes  de  rvcrutemeiil  de 
ce  p(M-soimel,  ilse  proposait  d  etudier,  a  son  reloui* 
(Ml  Kraiice,  la  possiI)ilif(''  de  lui  assui'cr  certains 
nouveaux  avantages  niat(Miels. 

M.  Oarde  estimmt  utile  dr,  faire  conniiitrc^  h^ 
(*am(M'ouii  au  jMiblic  nuMropolitain  au  rnoven 
d'une  forte  projuigaude  en  France,  dans  la  j^n^sse, 
|)ar  les  conferences,  el  j)ar  la  |)arlicipation  du  ler- 
ritoin*  aux  Foires  et  aux  Ex|)ositi()ns.  Cell(»  pro- 
|)agan(lc  a  ete  inlassabhuuenl  p(^ursui>  ie  av(»c  suc- 
c(>s,  et  a  montr6  toid  TiubMet  (|U(*  le  public  alta- 
cbait  an  pays  a  niandal  plaresons  ladministralion 
fr;mcaise.  f 


L'organisation  admiinsLrativc  et  judiciaire  du 
CauKMouu,  en  bonne  voie  (rachevemeiiL,  est  en- 
tierement  due  au  nouveau  Gouverneur  g6n6ral  de 
TAfrique  O^-cidi  ntale  Francaise.  On  (^st  surpris  de 
Teffort  acconi[)li  dans  ce  sens,  en  si  peu  de  Um\\)S, 
Juslic<^  indigene,  justice  franc«.ise,  regime  doma- 
niab  creation  dune  Caisse  locale  de  reli-aites,  or- 
ganisation des  cadres  locaux,  regime  douanier, 
organisation  des  circonscriptions,  toule  la  legisla- 
tion locale  du  Canu^'oun  est.  (mi  definitive,  Ta^uvre 
de  M.  Caide.  Ft,  c'est  aussi  a  tui  qu'il  faut  attri- 
buer  les  excellentes  mesures  prises  pour  effectuer, 
au  mieux  des  int(^r6ts  de  touts,  la  KKpiidation  d6V\- 
cute  d(*s  biens  ennemis. 

M.  Carde  se  proposait  de  rentr(;r  en  France  pro- 
cbaiu(Mm  id  pour  la.iealisation  crun  enipruut  de 
2o  millions,  (juand  sa  nomination  conniie  Gouver- 
neur general  de  TAfrique  Occidentale  Fran(;aise 
lui  est  parvenne  h  Yaounde.  Le  clioix  doM.  Albert 
Sarraut  s'est  portt}  sur  la  personnalile  la  mieux 
(|nalifi6e  pour  su(Teder  i  AI.  Me  rlin.doid  M.CcU'de 
fut  de  tongues  aimees  le  collaboialeur  fidele.  II 
s'est  [)orle  sur  un  n'^alisaleur  e|  un  auimaleur,  a 
qui  les  grands  problemes  d'ordre  polili(|ue,  social, 
(M'onomique  de  TAfricpie  Occiderdalc  Fi'an(;aise  ne 
sont  nuUement  ^trang(?rs.  llier,  aupres  de  Van 
Vollenboven.  aujourd'hui,  a  sa  ])lace,  M.  Carde 
Toccupem  ciutainemeid  avec  eclat.  I^t.  il  saura 
consacrer  a  rimmense  paitie  de  noire  domaine 
colonial  dont  Tadministration  lui  est  coiifiee  loub^. 
la  force  de  son  lal)eur,  son  |>alriotisme,  toute  son 
intelligence  et  tout  son  co^ur. 

L<*  (]omite  de  rAfri(pie  fran(;aise,  dont  il  a 
{(lujours  (Mr  Tun  des  amis,  lui  soubaile  la  bien- 
Ncnue  (d  sera  lieureux  de  suivre  sa  mission  en 
Afriqui^  occidentale  comme  il  a  suivi  ^a  mission 
au  (lanuToun. 
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La  plupart  de  nos  adh6rents,  ripondant 
^  Fappel  du  Comlt6,  nous  ont  adress^  leur 
souscrlptlon  pour  1923. 

Nous  prions  ceux  qui  sont  en  retard  de 
nous  6viter  les.  frais  du  recouvrement 
postal  en  envoyant  leur  cotisation  au 
Tr6sorier  du  Comit6  par  mandat  poste  ou 
par  cheque,  ou  en  le  versant  k  notre 
compte  de  cheques  postaux  Paris  99. 48. 

l^ooBinalre  du  Huppl6ineiii  n®  3 


TANGER.  —  T.FON  niRKTT.  (l/'i>iil.'. IT 

LES  Dli:CRETS  DE  NATIONALITY  DEVANT 
LA  COUR  PERMANENTE  DE  JUSTICE 
INTERNATIONALE   :     L'uvis    coiisultalK     dr     la 

eolir •  '"i ^^ 

LAN  GiOLA  :  Phrku   Tap:.  . .' .% 

Left  conditions  actuelles  et  Tavenir  de  la 
Somalie  italieane 101 

Le  commerce  de  TAlgeri©  en  1922 103 

Bibliographie 104 


i :'*'  2- *4fcfc^fiLfl«t^.*J y^ 


♦<• 


p  <l    »l  I  ly  llll  I 


"TT"^"""^»""*«"""W^~~""*<»'"~^"^""~»" 


t)R    t/AKHIQUE    FRANCAISE 


10^ 


IISTB  DBS  SOUSCRIPTETJRS 


(FiKYRIBR  1923) 


MM. 


Compagnie  Royale  Asturiennedes  Mines, k  Paris;  Gompagnii^ 
(ieii^ralc  (ill  Mfti'oc,  k  Paris;  Comptoir  National  d'Es- 
i^mpte  de  Paris;  Coinpagni(»  algericnne,  h  Parig;  Comic 
de  Fels,  Paris;  Coiupagaie  geiierale  Traiisatlantique,  a 
Paris ;  clmcuii  5U0  fr 30(H)  fr. 

Compagiiic  des  Chargciirs  Keunis,  a  Paris 300  fr. 

Marquis  de  Ja  Ferponiiays,  depute,  h  Paris;  Marquis  dc 
Moiistier,  k  Paris ;  chatnm  200  fr 400  f r. 

Socirt^  NoiiNTlle  des  Raflimries  de  sucre  de  Saint-Louis, 
Marseille;  Delnias  freres  et  Vieljeux,  k  La  Rocheile ;  Ban- 
quo  d  Elat  du  Maroc,  h  Paris;  Societe  (16n^ralo  des  Trans- 
porLs  h  vap(*ur,  k  Paris;  L'entreprise  maritime,  k  Paris; 
Lirute*nant-colonel  Beugnot,  du  19«  Dragons;  Lisbon  et  C*«, 
a  Paris;  Raffineries  d'Egypte,  Le  Caire;  Ecole  miliUiire 
des  Ele\Ts  officiers  inarocains,  a  Meknes;  General  Hen- 
rys, armee  du  Rhin ;  David  Weill,  ^  I'aris  ;  charun  100  fr. 

, iiOO  fr. 

Cieneral  Brissaud-Desmnillet,  commandant  les  troupes  de  la 
^arre.... 60  fr. 

J.  Mairesse,  a  Frusnes-les-Buissenat;  G.  Bruel,  i  Moulins; 
^^ociel6  G<5nenilp  d'imprimerie  el  d'edition,  a  Paris;  So- 
ciete  ComnierciaJe,  iudustrielle,  agrirole  do  Haut-Ugoonr, 
a  i*aris;  Compagnie  de  MokU  el  liadid,  h  Paris;  I>o<aenr 
lUirth,  k  Paris  ;  Gen^^ral  de  Lagniohe,  k  Paris;  Messageries 
fiuviales  du  Congo,  k  Paris;  A.  Foudere,  a  Paris;  Frap- 
pier,  a  Angers;  G,  Toucliard,  k  Bruxelles;  E.  Senart  de 
rinslilut  k  Paris;  Credit  fonder  (PAlgerie  et  de  Tunisie,  a 
Paris;  Corapagnie  dii  cliemin  de  ler  franco-ethiopien,  a 
Paris;  Cli.  MicheM:(^te,  k  Paris;  Deruelle,  a  Paris; 
liiiron  de  Boucheporn,  a  Neuvy-le-Roi ;  Soeiete  de  Cons- 
truction des  Batignolles,  a  Paris;  L.  Gasruel,fi  Versailles; 
IVo(»tzlin.  a  Paris;  G.  Braunschvig,  h  Paris;  Louis  Buffet,  a 
Plain faing;  W.  Huguet,  a  Paris;  J.  Ricome,  a  Alger;  Chef 
du  Bureau  regional  des  renseignements  de  Taza;  L'Union 
Commerciale  Iiidochinoise  I't  Afrioaine,  a  Paris;  Denis 
Perouse,  a  Paris;  Genf^'ral  l>elle,  Haul  C()n)missaire  de  la 
Repuldique,  a  Constantinople;  A.  (iaitier,  a  Paris;  M.  G. 
Prestal,  a  Neuilly;  Aug.  Allard,  \\  Bordeaux;  Societe  ano- 
nyme  <les  Ciment'^  Fran^^ais  de  Boulogne;  Camille  Descas, 
a  Bordeaux;  Ctiambre  d'agriculture  de  Tunis;  Cercle  des 
officiers  et  des  lone lionnai res,  a  Mazagan;  ehacun  ;i0  fr 

1750  fr 

lianque  Teste  freres,  f\  Paris;  H.  Chevalier,  a  Paris;  J.-B 
Yvorra,  a  Tuuis;  11.  de  Monhrison.  a  Biarritz;  Al  Bouty, 
a  TIemcen;  L.  Rous.^^elet,  a  Paris;  charnn  40  fr. . .  240  fr. 
Eeole  veterinaire  d'Alfort ;  Paul  Ferrand,  a  Limanton  ;  Bou- 
lay,  ft  MoMan;  HihlinthPK]ue  des  Officiers  du  3^«  Regiment 
de  Tirailleurs;  Ccrde  mililaire  de  Colmar;  Bildiotheque 
puhllque^  Tunis;  ^La  Tunisie  francaise,  a  Tunis;  Society 
Philomatliique  de  lk>rdeaux ;  Roioi,  Tai^^y,  el  de  Roux,  a 
Marseille;  Bildioth^uo  des  Officiers  du  21 «  Dragons; 
Bibliotheque  des  Rous-Officiers  du  24*  Colonial,  a  Per', 
pignan;  K\.  Radius,  k  SAiiit-Ciermain-en-lAye ;  R.  P.  Syl- 
vestre,  k  liayoiine:  R.  P.  Tau/in,  a  Paris*;  BiMiolh^ue 
des  (Ifficiers  du  141"  Regiment,  a  Man>eille;  Compaguie 
du  Koullou-Miari,  h  Paris;  Bibliotheque  des  Officiers 
de  Laghoual;  Bildiothecyue  <le8  Officiers  de  la  place  de 
Fr^jus;  •Alex  Sheerer,  a  Casaldancii;  Bihliolh^que  des 
Officiers  du  VM'  Regiment  de  Tirailleurs  Algerieus,  armee 
du  Uhiu;  Cercle  des  Officiers,  a  Brest;  Societe  Internatio- 
nale de  Regie  co-int^ress^  desTabac«  au  Maro<^  a  Tanger; 
Lc  Directeur  des  Territoires  du  Sod,  a  Alger ;  Bureau  de^ 
Contrdles  eivils  de  Mazagan;  •  Ecolc  des  Haates  Etudes 
uridines,  a  Paris;  C4)iJ[i{)agnie  de:^  8alins  dn  Mi<li,  a  Paris; 
Reunion  des  Officiers  de  Ain  Seira ;  Bibliotheque  de  lOf- 
fice  Ec/)nomique,  ik  Tuiianarive;  Chef  du  Bureau  des  ren- 
seignements de  Kalaa  des  Sless;  A.  Nicou,  a  Paris;  Union 
agrieole  de  FEst,  h  B<\ne;  Cercle  des  officien  dn  camp  de 
FAdir;  Gouverueur  du  Craml  Lihen,  a  Bevrontfa,  charun 

35  fr , ...,.     H55  fr. 

Couture,  a  Paris;  Ix)uis  Mignot,  Annonay;  Commandant 
Briand,  a  la  Riwheile;  Ailioli,  k  l*ari8 ;' Andre  Lcbon,  a 
Paris;  Bouilloux-Lafont,  k  Paris  ;  ViDcent,  anciexi  notaire, 


a  Tours;  liaron  J.  de  Neulviile,  h  Paris;  Credit  Foncier 
(TOrient,  a  IMris  ;  R.  Jameson,  k  Paris  ;  Conile  d'Alsace,  a 
Paris;  Gen«'M-al  Hellot,  a  Paris;  C.  Baunie,  a  Paris;  Com- 
mandant Moriii-Pons,  a  Lyon;  Th.  Reinach,  a  Paris; 
H.  Ganran,  a  Paris;  Max  Fischer,  a  Paris;  E.  Colelle,  a 
Paris;  II.  Busqael,  a  Beaune;  M"*  L.  Doueet,  h  Paris; 
Chaum(Mit-Quilry,  a  Paris;  ^ultanats  du  llaut-Ouhangui, 
k  Paris;  Ed.  Chevalier,  a  Epinal;  Omnium  d'entreprises, 
a  Paris;  Em.  Faure,  ^  Paris;  H.  (ians,  a  Paris;  Societe 
G^nei-ale  d'Eiitn^prises  a  Paris;  JSoci^t^  des  Raffineries  et 
sucreries  Say,  a  Paris;  de  Felcourt,  a  Paris;  Marquis  de 
Beaucourt^a  Bourgtheroulde;  Ch.  Ledoux,  h  Paris;  Paul 
Goiite,  a  Paris;  Chambre  de  Commerce  de  Nevers;  (iOu- 
vreux,  a  N(Mii!ly;  J.  Herhette,  a  Paris;  Compaguie  des 
Phosphates ct  du  Chcniin  de  fer  de  Gafsa,  a  Paris;  Societe 
des  Celluloses  deFAfriiiue  dn  Nord,  a  Algei*;  M.  Mascart, 
a  Paris;  (Colonel  Dinaux,  k  Alger;  L.  Bouvat,  a  Paris; 
Conijmgnic  auxiliaire  de  navigation,  a  Paris;  Ed.  Dela- 
porl4',  l\  Paris;  Cr.  Kieaer,  a  Cauderan;  H.  Girard,  a 
Plailly;  (^omte  de  Castries,  a  Paris;  J.-F.  Ilumarau,  a 
Paris;  Compaguie  de  Navigation  Paquet,  a  Marseille;  So- 
ciet^^  generate  des  Mines  d'Algerie  et  Tunisie,  a  Paris; 
Parlier  et  de  Lomharden,  a  Saidia  du  Kiss;  VMIiirem,  a 
Tanger;  F.  Bccheau,  a  Saint  Sul pice  et  (iameyrac  ;  Howard, 
a  Alger ;  P.  Aynies,  \Vn\\\  Sertradji  Chebli ;  J.  Saurel.  a 
Oran;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Blondiaux,  a  Gran;  (^iipitaine 
Dame,  Ministere  de  la  guerre;  Instiucteiir  en  chef  du 
rahor,  a  Tanger;  M.  Lereuil,  a  Chaumont ;  Lieutenant- 
(]ol()uel  Fi'anroi8,<le  TEtat-major,  arirtee  duRhiii;  Societe 
des  Etablisseraents  Chambon,  a  Paris  ;  Bessy,  ingenieur,  a 
Tanger;  General  Calm  el,  a  Rabat ;  General  Daugan,  a 
Marrakec-h;  Compaguie  Ciierifienne  de  Colonisation,  a 
Rabat;  11.  (jallaiid,  a  Bordeaux  ;  Bibliotheque  des  Officiers 
du  22«  Colonial,  Marseille;  Bibliotheque  des  Offici(TS  du 
1""  Ri'giment  Colonial,  a  Cherbourg  ;  General  A.  Messimy, 
k  Paris;  Duprat,  a  Kairouan ;  R.  Mussard  a  Kenitra;  Paul 
Damour,  a  Lille;  de  Marmier,  a  Paris;  Comte  di»  NVarren, 
depute,  a  Paris;  Cht^f  du  Bureau  des  reuseignemcids  du 
Territoire  d'Ouez/^n;  J.  et  1.  Lare<lo,  k  Tanger;  R.  P.  Jo- 
livet  des  Peivs  Blaucs,  a  Geryville;  Lieutenant  Moisson- 
aier,  a  Philipj^ieville;  Iknise,  k  Paris;  Cercle  des  Officiers 
de  Comujercy ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  (Salmon,  k  Stenay  ;- 
P.  Villard,  h  Lyon;  A.  Fr^zard,  a  Sau/.ell^;  Agence  gene- 
rale  des  (jolonies,  a  Paris;  Menal<|ue,  i  Dakar;  (Cercle  mi- 
litaire  de  Tunis;  Amieux  frert^s,  a  Nantes;  Chanjbre  de 
Commerce,  Industrie  et  agriculture,  a  Mazagan;  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Defi^ere,  adjoint  au  Commandant  du  Terri- 
toire d'OuezMu ;  Quinque,  a  Cassis;  Omuium  d'entre- 
prises,  k  Rabat;  J.  Courtin,  h  Ralmt ;  Directeur  G^n^ral 
des  Finances,  a  Tunis;  Gent^nil  dc  la  Gardette,  a  Ain-Se- 
fra;  *  L.  Aguillon,  Paris;  Ch(*f  du  Bureau  des  renseigne- 
ments de  Ksar-es-Souk ;  Directeur  de  rAdministralion 
Ceutrale  de  rarniee  tunisicnne,  a  Tunis,  ehacun  30  fr. 

• 2880  fr. 

Commandant  Chauvin  a  Saarburg;  Compaguie  Marocainc^ 
k  I^iris;  M.  l^nointe,  le  V^^inet ;  l^agavde,  ministre  pleni- 
poteutiaire,  k  Paris ;  Gen^*ral  11  Simon,  arni^e  du  Rhin; 
Luce,  k  Paris;  G.  (]ui(jt,  k  Paris;  Socicle  Parisicune  de 
rindusirie  deu  chemins  de  fer  et  tramways  elcclriques,  a 
Paris;  Colouel  de  Valon,  a  Pan;  (i^n^ral  de  Trentinian,  a 
Parig;  Lieutenant  Pallaud,  a  Poitiers;  Soei^t^  Mallefe 
freres,  a  Paris;  Belin,  k  Paris;  Geai^ral  de  Bnuites,  k 
Strai^lx>urg ;  J.  A.  Teissier,  a  Ri)chefnrt-sur-Mer;  A.  Conz-a, 
a  Paris;  General  Ditle,  ^  Paris;  C^HUf^agnie  des  Ports  de 
Tunis,  Sousse  et  Sfax,  a  Paris;  Commandant  Maignan.  k 
Lyon;  Capitaiue  Goulard  de  rEtal-major,  an  Ministere  de 
la  Guern';  Capitanie  liiillif,  a  Paris;  Cercle  niilitaire  de 
Nice;  Chambre  dt;  Commerce  de  NanU's;  E.  Autonelli,  a 
Oullins  ;  Albert  Len>uge,  ^  Paris;  A.  Couchard,  a  Bonle^ux; 
Aug.  Allard.  k  liorde^ux;  L.  Kien,  k  Vincey;  L.  Ytier  et 
G*«,  k  Marseille;  P.  Humblot,  a  Paris;  ArchiuanL  h  Paris; 
A.  Cousin,  a  Domfrout;  C.  Jarn\  a  Lyon;  Clmmbre  de 
Commerce  d'Alger;  Cesar  Ancey,  a  Paris;  Artaud  freres, 
aMareeille;  A  Hugo!,  k  Saint-Denis,  He  de  la  Ri^uniou; 
Commandant  Bouet;  L.  IHibourdieu,  k  Tunis;  Dot^teur 
H.  Poirson,  a  lunis;  *  Lieutenant  de  Branles,  a  Taz^;  L. 
RayoaL  a  Rodcz;  Capitaiue  Belle<'ulee,  35*  Tirailleurs; 
(k>mmandant  Giliicr,  j^i  Paris;  (^ipilaine  Joret,  a  Agader; 
G.  Rectenwald,  a  lunis;  Conmiandant  h'averis,  a  Tunis; 
Medecin  ai(le*^major  Cliaffaut,  a  Agadir;  Lieutenant  Tlii- 
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l)aiil,  a  'Jaii^'cr;  Socirlr  immoMlieiv  au  Maroc,  a  Taii;^er; 
J.  Jouherl,  a  I'aris;  Liciilciiaiit  (Jaclir,  a  A!(^n(;oii;  C 
(liraud  a  Oraa;  SouUyit',  a  lU^in^;  K.  Mt*rlet,  a  Joa/ac; 
(^(Kiiiet  K(l.,  a  Tunis;  (lolonel  J^if^^aicle.  ie  Mans;  Cajjilaino 
Jouiicau,  a  J*aris;  (ii'iK'iiil  llrlo,  r.iiis ;  Souclier,  h  I'aris; 
(Ihamltn*  dc  (ioiuintM'to  dOran;  Colonel  A.  Thierry,  a 
Paris;  J.  de  ('liahaimrs,  ChahviL  crA^relles ;  Etablisse- 
inenls  (loiiin  a  Mars('ill<%  liibliotlKHiiir  dii  port  (1(;  Toulon  ; 
(H'nrral  licrliand  a  (lasabiaiica ;  ilieo.  iMirlh  el  (J'«,  a 
'J'an^MM*;  VicoinU'sse  Ainaury  d'A<lkM'*inar,  a  MontpelIi<'r; 
Anf:oiil\aiil,  iijini>t('n^  des  (loloiii«'s;  LieulenanI  (luilhaud, 
a  Kilfa ;  *  (j)niinandant  Martin-Priid'honMne,  EUit-inajor, 
a  Hanoi;  Lit  iitciiant-doloin'l  F<'ral,  a  Taourirt ;  i^apitaine 
Va^M',  a  Hal)at;  (lorninaii<lanl  I'rlil,  a  llahat;  (>.  !*eyssc>a- 
iirl,  a  rilU'l  ;  I  jciilrnant  (liiiniis.  a  Hahat ;  (Irele  (4  (i'«, 
a  riini>:  (1  Kousscau.  a  lUrkaiie;  M"'"  Diipin,  ii  U(tr- 
(h'aiix;  OapKaiiH' IV  Bcriiai'd,  a  Paris;  Lieuienant-(](d<Miel 
Ch'innil,  a  lUuic;  (lapitainc  (la/an,  a  (lafsa;  (^oininandaiit 
(l(»iaii,  a  la  (louleths  (>)lonrl  l^iyii,  h  Hoiilliaid  ;  Henfj^ut^y, 
a  (laiidcr'an ;  (1.  L('|>ellirr.  a  Valcnnes;  Direeteur  iie'i'^ 
Finaiwes,  a  Tananarivis  (loinpa^Miie  fran^aise  du  lUis 
Congo,  a  INii'is;  l/Aliiiiaicnne,  a  Paris;  Coinpat^nic  dii 
liant  (]on^o,  a  Paris;  "  Sous-liciitenanl  Pietri,  a  Oran; 
Victor  lirrai'd,  a  Paris:  M.  Miinaui,  a  Paris;  Honnairc,  a 
Paris;  *  (la|)ilaine  Deshorlies,  aiinrodu  lUiin  ;  A.  (1.  Uo/is, 
a  Paris;  Paul  Lanxiie  a  Tan^'er;  Loisy,  a  Paris;  J.  M  Url, 
a  Paris;  M«  J.  Lau/aiiae,  Paris;  (^apilaine  Chapsal,  a 
Mckiies;  *  \.  (diarlou  prolesseur,  uCasahlauca;  Directnir 
d(»  I  Knsei^Micnicnt,  a  Hahat ;  Capilaine  Mrgc,  a  Oiie/zan; 
(i  Cahnann  Lrvy.  a  I'aris;  (^)ininandaat  Kaure,  a  llcnns; 
Lieutenant  (iolonrl  Oiiirin.  arinT'^'  du  Khin;  Lieutenaiil 
JNnilir^,  a  Moalauhaii ;  Loustolan,  M  I'aris;  Chariot,  Con- 
trolenr  civil,  a  Seltat ;  (^apitaine  Diiprcz,  ^  Laval ;  ContriMi* 
civil,  a  la  Ucsidcnce  /^cncialc,  k  Tunis;  11.  Iloissicr,  a 
J.cvallois;    '    Lieutenant    Varrier,    a     Mahiridja ;    ehacuii 

2.i  francs !;>.KjO  fr. 

(lolonel    P)onnean,    ILMel  dcs   Invarulps;    (leneral  IJoullaire, 
Versailles;    Lieutenant-Colonel   d(»   Doujzias,    Monlpellier; 
Sociele  (I'LU'ct ro-chiniie  et  des  aeieries  eleelriiiues,  l^iris; 
ll:  Bohichou,  a  Vincennes;  P.  Sonnier,  a  Conipiegne;  IL 
et  (i.   Klol/  a    Paris;  de  Montaliv<*t,  Paris;   (^.oninmntlanl 
Wolff,  a  Auxeri'c;  de  la  (^h.Mpille,  la  Rousseliere;  I)(Kteur 
Duinoid,    a  (iueret;   P.    Hodereau,    Sous-Prefet,    h    Kam- 
houilb'l;  J.  Saint-(iirons,  aParis;  Docleur  A.  liall,  a  l*aris; 
Docteui   IJord,   a  Paris;   Colonel    Bailie,   Lons-le-Saunier; 
(1.    Jacquelon,    a   Paris:    (1.    llog6,    h   Nancy;   Canat   de 
Chi/v,  a  Lvon;  Sociele  tienerale   des    Etahlissements  B»)r- 
gougnan,    a    (^lernionl-Ferrand ;     Paul     Lahbe,    a    Paris; 
Claude  Vignoii,  a  Chanlilly  ;  O.    de  Bonnaat  k  Montai-et; 
Coinle   de   Bcrlier  de   Sauvigny.    a    Paris;   Corbeanx.    an 
llavH';  Capitaine  Merlin,  a  Agen ;  Coniinandanl  B(Tstschi, 
a  Saird-Avcdd;  J    Barois,  a  Paris;  (iOnnnandant  Bour«:niij, 
a   l>ij(U) ;  (](»loMel    hctnaii,    a  Paris;    A.    Uainaud.   a  (laea; 
M"^  (i.  Veriiiale,  a  Versailles;  Eeole  Buperieure  de  Lom- 
nuM'ce,  a  Mai's«'i[le  ;  Ounmaudant   de   Vernetv,   a    Hver(»s; 
Morin-Beaushard,    a  Hoiien;   U     Parenty,   a   Calais;  (lapi- 
taine  de  fn'^'at(»  Audoin,   a  Paris;   (^errle  des  Officiers  de 
la   place  de  Spire;  (]ob)iiel    Brissel.  k  Maisons-Laffitte  .  11. 
Deheraiu,    a    Paris;    Mus(^e  cuniiniTrial.    a  Lille;    Sof^iide 
fonciere  dii  Maroc.  a   Paris;  (lapilainci  llelte,   a    Woe! ;  L. 
Teste,  a  Paris;  Coin[Uipiii<Mlu  Maroc,  h  Paris:  B.  l)(»nine,  a 
Paris;  Lolonel   de  llaineL    n   Paris;  P.   Ikillarel.   a  AIlmt; 
(Capitaine  Duhost,  a  St  Uouiain;  Ii.  Busson,  a  l*aris;  (Capi- 
taine Penebot.  aBe/.iers:  LeCbanoine  Panier,  a  Besancon: 
Colonel  (iarcLa  Alger:  Vidal-Marliu,  a  Aix':  Cb     Monchi- 
court,  a  B»'ja:r..  (ierhanlt.  ingeni<Mir  en  chef  (b*s  clieniins 
de     fer    de    IKtal,    a     Nice;    J.     Cliaitier,     a    Sass^unlra; 
And»rois<',  a  Beinis ;  Colonel  Becker,  Bordeaux;  (^olon(*l  de 
Tor(|nat,  h  Paris;  A.  Massn,  a  Paris:  P.   Porlier.  a  Paris; 
Capitaine  Aubert,  a  Bann  ;  Lung  freres,  a  Alger;  ilonunaii- 
dant  Vieard,a  Alger;  11   Huslang.  h  Caslelsarrasin  :  Pou/.*;t, 
a  Biarritz :  Digoy,  au  Kef;  A    Bel,  ii  TIemcen:  Commandant 
Cancel,  a  Bayoiuie:  Colonel  P.  A /an,  a  TIeincen  ;  Ilogii(»n. 
a  Batna;  Hicbardol,  a   llMie;  A    (JocharJ,  a  Cholet ;  Coin- 
pagnie  Cyprien  Fabre.   ii  Marseille;  Uomillat,    a  Anlibes; 
(leneral  Codet,h  Nice;  II    (ieranl.  a  Alger;  (Chef  d  annex*' et 
de  (Couimnne  rnixte  d'HI-thied  ;  Frnn^'ois  Marsal,  senatenr ; 
Lieulenanl-Lolonel    B<H*he,    !*aris :   Ed.  Poulel,   Ie  Havre: 
(Cnmlesse    de    L<'sseps,    a    Paris;    general     Odry,    annee 
du  lihin;  Ch.  de  Lesseps.  a  Paris;  W'oelfliu,   a  Nancy;  F. 


CasUm,  a  B<^ne;  Niaudel,  a  St-Chernii ;  l)on(»n,  a  Bois- 
Colombeg;  E.  Jossel,  h  Paris;  1).  Sperry,  a  Angers;  Com- 
mandant Bargeon,  a  Paris;  Cereiilon,  a  Marrakech;  J. 
(ioulven,  a  Casablanca;  Bernard,  19*  Dragons  arnn^e  du 
Khin;  l>rot,  a  Paris;  Docteur  MardriiJ^,  a  Paris  :  C(d<mel 
Wilderrauth.  a  Soiisse;  Capitaine  Poiicet,  armee  du  Hhin; 
Cornells  de  Will,  a  Paris;  B.  lUrtb,  ii  Paris;  A  Wadding- 
ton,  h  Darnetal;  L.  Lemoine,  a  Collo;  Dusserre,^  Colonib- 
Beehar;  Semiehon,a  Paris;  (L  de  In  lloclie,  a  Laraehe; 
Capitaine  Pelisson,  a  Casablanca;  Dotleur  Ernoul,  a  l>ar- 
Bel-Amri:  Counnaiidant  du  Pre  de  Saint  Maur,  h  F>/; 
Bureau  regional  des  renseigneuienls,  a  Fez;  Lieutenant 
Cazenabe,  a  Oran:  Commandaat  l^ussu,  a  Bordeaux; 
Capitaine  Cbanmel,  a  Clainarl  ;  Borteiir  Boucher,  a  Paris; 
Cohaud  Coslet,  a  Paris  :  A.  Mesple,  a  Alger:  B.  Le  Bret,  a 
Paris;  Commandant  Leiurcq,  a  BoidtNiux;  Flogny,  Le 
Mans;  Commandaal  Messal,  de  1  Eliit-major.  a  Amiens; 
L.  Chagnand,  a  Paris;  Cercle  d(»s  Sous-Officiers,  Regi- 
ment d'lnfaiderie  eoloniale  du  MarcH^;  M'"'  1*.  Cilquin,  a 
la  Ferte-sous-Jouarre:  (ieueral  Delioey,  a  l^aris;  Capitaine 
Baril,  a  Constanline;  J.  Chareix,  olficier  iiit<Tprete,  a 
Alger;  Leglay,  controbMH'  civil  a  Safi :  tl.  Bernaudat,  a 
Babal;  Capitaine  'riiomanii,  a  Hniyzaviile;  Cai»itaine 
Etienne,  a  Azrou;  Lomle  <!('  Cliasteigaer.  an  Mans;  Abbe 
Demoisy,  a  Lyon  ;  Louis  Marin.  dijMile,  k  Paris;  (ieneral 
Morel,  a  Versailles;  Clnf  de  I  imiuxe  ile  Beni-Abbes; 
General  Dufieux,  Ecole  superieare  de  guerre,  k  Paris;.  L. 
Massignon,  a  Paris;  Capitaine  Frjinecshelti,  a  Marseille; 
(Capitaine  Masson,  u  Figuig  :  Paul  Bnflet,  Paris. 
Knsemlde 2.405  fr. 

Total  :  16  140  francs. 

Ia)^     noins    ])recedes    d'un     {*)    intli<iiieii t    les  adluTcnts  nou- 
veaux. 
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La  Traversee  du  Sahara 


LES  PRECURSEURS  -  LES  CONSEQUENCES 


Parini  les  jiroupsses  qu'a  not  re  epoque  les  na- 
tions s'eiiorf^ueilLissont  ^rinscrire  an  Civre  d'Or 
(les  \  ictoires  si)oiiives,  la  raid  Haanlt-Audonin- 
Duhi'iMiil  aura  ele,  entre  tons,  un  raid  heureiix. 
Ili»'n  iTa  nmiKiue  ii  son  Irioiiiphe.  II  s'est  [)oursuivi 
d'une  rive  h  lautredu  Sahara  avec  une  nyularil6 
de  rhronoinetre.  De  Touppoiirt  a  Tonihouctou, 
sur  les  3.300  kilometres  du  Sidiara.  ou  <(  grand 
dest^rt  ))  romhie.  distant  les  alias  de  la  ^(^ncVation 
|)r('crMleiite,  sur  ]es(|uols  Uaut  de  faiuiiles  frau- 
raises  ont,  le  soir,  sous  la  laiiipe,  snivi  ses  eniou- 
vantes  i^Uipes,  il  est  eiitn"^  en  |j(ire  ou  plut6t  au 
^%'ini^e,  ini|)rovise  (Isoii  iulentiori,  fi  I'lieure  prevue 
^[\v  son  lioraire.  II  n'a  eoniiii  aucun  de  ces  inci- 
dents de  route,  ou  stupides  on  ridicules,  par  quoi 
11  seinhle  (jue  la  Fatalite  so  plaise  si  souvent  h 
niellre  en  d^faul  les  entre[)rises  humaines  les 
mieux  propar6es.  Ayant  recu  h  Touppourf,  h  la 
veille  du  depart,  les  encounigcmoids  personnels 
du  (louverneur  peneral  de  rAlpi'rie,  il  a  ete  tou- 
clie  ^Tombouclon  par  un  cAblopraininf^rlmh^urcux 
dn  Pi'esidenl  de  la  Ke[)iil)lir|U('.  Qui  n'envierait 
des  vain(|ueurs  qui  ont  si  jileinciiK'nl  realist  leur 
r^ve  el  pour  lescjuels  le  pays  a  consent!  a  refaire 
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une  noiivelle  union  $acree,  celle  do  I'acliriiralioii 

Par  l'inler(it  que  lo  raid  a  suscite  dans  toule  la 
France,  dans  toule  la  plus  grande  France  de  la 
Melropole  et  dorses  colonies,  par  la  hale  avec  la- 
quelle  chacun  en  d6pliant  son  journal  y  a  cherche 
pendant  viiigt  jours  le  communique  saharien,  les 
succ&s  de  MM.  llaardt  et  Audouin-Dubreuil  rap- 
pellenl  les  trois  ou  qualre  exploits  liistoriques  qui, 
depuis  trente  ans,  ont  tant  rontrilme  h  donner  ;\  la 
vie  niodern(*  une  de  ses  caracleristiques,  la  re- 
duction des  distances  par  la  yitessedes  tianspoiis. 
La  course  de  bicvclettes*  Paris-Brest  a  dole  la 
a  pelile  reine  )>  de  son  acte  de  baptc^jnc  officiel, 
que  les  deux  parrains,  Terront  et  Corre,  ont  signe 
moins  avec  leurs  jambes  ([u'avec  leur  cneur.  Le 
circuit  du  Taunus,  on  dejfi  Ic^  kaiser  vinl  attendn^ 
vainement  une  vicloire  allemande,  a  assure  lessor 
de  raulomobile.  La  traversee  de  la  Manche  n'a 
pas  seulement  legufS  a  la  posterity  le  nom  d(* 
lileriot,  elle  a  ouverl  le  ciel  aux  aviateurs. 

Comme  ces  entreprises  famcuses,  le  raid  Toug- 
gourl-Tombouctou  a  loul  d'un  coup  reuni  la  faveur 
g6n6rale.  L'accueil  qui  lui  a  6le  fait  a  6le  unanime 
el  la  sympalhie  dont  il  a  ben6ficie  s'explique  par 
des  raisons  plus  profondes  qu'un  couraut  popu- 
laire  de  curiosite. 

La  France  sportive  —  et  qui  aujourd'hui  ne  se 
flalle  d'aimer  le  sj)orl  dans  le  pays  (jui  offre  sa 
aipilale  pour  les  prochains  jeux  olympiques  ?  — 
a  ete  seduile  par  ce  sporl  in6dil  oCi  raUil^te,  sur 
un  engin  nouveau,  devait  dans  une  lulle  sans 
temoin  affronter  la  nature  pendant  viiigt  jours  et 
en  quelque  sorte  la  forcer  dans  ses  retrailes  les 
plus  inhospitaliferes.  Les  romanesques  —  et  qui 
done  iravoue  que  si  Peau  d'Anc  lui  elait  conte,  il 
y  prendrail  un  plaisir  extreme?  —  onL  rftv6,  au 
coin  du  feu  de  d6cenibre,  aux  61ans  el  aux  d(^ses- 
poirs  d  Antin^a,  voyant  grandfr  du  haul  de  sa 
tour  et  puis  disparaitre  vers  le  Sud  ces  conqu^- 
rants  que  son  sourire  n  arr^tait  plus. 

Les  coloniaux  —  et  quel  est  le  Frangais  cjui, 
apres  la  guerre,  n'esl  reconriaissant  h  Albert  Snr- 
raut  d  avoir  jalonue,  dans  un  programme  que  cha- 
cun a  fail  sien,  les  grandes  tAches  de  Tavenir?  — 
tout  le  public  colonial  s\»st  passiomi(5  pour  une 
enlreprise,  si  riche  en  promesses  fecondes  ;  et, 
sachant  qu'on  ne  sanrait  trop  s'occuper  dans  la 
presse  des  provinces  francaises  d'ontre-mer,  il  n'a 
pas  voulu  se  demander  si  lanl  d'articles,  tanl  de 
commentaires,  tant  de  recits  et  d'analyses,  et  de 
Uuit  (raubnirs,  ne  risciuaienl  pas  de  |)rovoquer 
quelque  confusion  dans  les  esprils  et  de  donner 
droit  de  cil^  dans  le  vocnbulaire  colonial  a  Tamu- 
sanle  (vxpression  rjiir  la  |)olili(}ue  reven<li(|ne  avec 
humour  comme  son  bien  propre  :  «  L'imprecision 
de  la  positiini  de  la  (juestion  ». 

Aujourd'hui,  le  raid  (jlroin  a  pris  sa  forme 
definitive;  comme  Texigela  celebiite  moderne,  ilse 
mesure  en  hectometres  de  films.  On  pent  maintonant 
parler  de  lui  avec  plus  de  libeilr,  [>reciser  (piel- 
(|ues-uns  de  ses  resuUals  et,  en  n'oubliant  pas  (jue 
TAfriijue  est  propice  au  mirage  et  incline  au 
ton  propht^tiipie,  deduire  les  principales  de  ses 
consequences. 


(]onslaLer  (|ue  les  cin(|  voitures  du  raid  sont 
parties  de  Touggonrl  le  17  decembre  et  que,  sans 
varier  iVun  jour  sur  I'horaire  prc^vu,  elles  sont 
arrivees  le  7  Janvier  a  Tombouctou,  ayant  friinchi 
3.300  kilometres,  ce  nest  que  chiffrer  leur  succes 
maguifique;  mais  si  on  ajoule  (ju'elles  n'ont  uti- 
lise au  cours  de  ce  trajel  immense  cpie  des  depots 
dVssences  constitues  par  des  voitures  semblalDles, 
c'est  deja  souligner  une  des  caracleristi(pie.s  du 
raid  et  si  on  observe  enfin  (jui!  les  voitnres  ont 
suivi  des  pistes  chamelieres  non  amenagees,  ces 
«  med]et)eds  »  dont  Tusure  sur  la  roche  suppose 
le  travail  lent  des  millenaires,  on  donne  tout  son 
sens  a  la  premiere  liaison  automobile  transsaha- 
riiuine.  ll'est  (pfen  effet,  celte  tiaversfie,  au  succes 
si  immediat  et  si  complet,  n'est  pas  la  [premiere 
lenlalive;  elle  succiidede  la  facon  la  plusheureuse 
a  des  essais  melius  encourageants. 

I)5s  qu\in  moleur  toui'iui  avec  (|U(^l(|ne  regula- 
rite,  la  pensee  vint  de  s'en  si^vii*  au  i>ays  des 
lentes  caravanes.  Le  capilaine  Pein,  donlh^goum 
[)rit  In-Salah,  se  riscpia  des  lilOi  iWiH-  une  molo- 
cyclelle  snr  le  a  medjebed  »  du  Tademait  (ju'il 
avail,  qualre  ans  auparavant,  suivi  avec  ses  cha- 
meliers  et  il  eut  la  fortune  dVlre  secouru  k  te;nps 
pour  ne  pas  mourir  de  soif.  (]e  precurseni'  ne  fit 
pas  ecole  et,  pendant  de  longues  aimees,  le  desert 
el  Tautc)  parurent  s'opposer  Tun  h  Tautre  conuue 
les  deux  termes  (Tune  antinomie,  chacun  svmbo- 
lisantl<*s  deux  formes  d(*  vie  les  plusinconciliabU^s, 
la  trepidante  vie  moderne  et  la  conlenq)lative 
existence  des  premiers  dges. 

C'etait  le  lemps  ou  le  Pere  de  Foucauld  pou- 
vail  out)lier  le  siiicle  dans  son  ermitage  de 
Tamanr'asset. 

Duraut  celte  periode,  (piebpies  tourisU^s  intre- 
pides  parvinvent  cependanl  en  auto  a  (JhardaTa, 
qu'un  service  regulier  d'autos-cars  rrlit*  aujour- 
d'hui  au  terminus  de  la  voie  f(MTee.  et  a  Touggourt 
—  h  Touggourt,  base  de  depiu't  (b*  la  mission 
llaardt-Audouin-Dubn'uil.  Fanlaisies  couleuses, 
disait-on  de  ces  tentiilives,  fantaisies  d'un  jour 
reservees  a  des  milliardaires,  comme  en  temoigne 
rinsci'iption  que,touriste  enlhousiasleet  chauffeui' 
desencbanle,  traca  un  llothschild  sur  Tidbuni  du 
caravanserail  de  Tilrempt.  Folic  en  tons  cas,  ajou- 
tait-on,  (pie  de  d^passer  celte  l)onnc  auberge  ou, 
aux  pontes  du  desert,  un  excellent  rftlisseur  sem- 
blail  avoir  ete  plact'  [Kir  une  ProviibMice  sQucieuse 
de  raf)peler  aux  im[)ru(lents  tout  ce  (|ue  Ion  pent 
p(T(lre  en  renon(;ant  aux  chos(^s  de  la  civilisation. 
A  la  veille  de  la  guerre,  un  ("^trange  engin  anuisa 
p(^,ndant  une  saison  la  colonic  etrang^re  de  Hiskra 
par  ses  l)on<ls  desordonnes  dans  Ic  sabh*  :  la  «  sau- 
lerelle  »  de  I'avialeur  (j'os  etail  faite  dun  train 
d'atterrissage  sup|)ortant  un  moleur  et  un  helice. 
(]*('lait  un  dangereux  jouel  (|ni  glissail  bi<'n  sur  lo 
plat,  mais  cpie  la  pente  de  la  moindre  dune  arrt^- 
tnit.  si  elle  ne  le  faisail  pas  culbnter.  Le  general 
Pailloud  fit  /XPidee  nouvelle,  (pie  re|)ivsentail  cetle 
sauterelle  (Tune  saison.  Tamitie  de  se  faire  conduire 
l>ar  elle  a  Touggourt,  lors  de  son  depart  pour  son 
voyeige  transsabarien. 

Les  necessites  de  la  guerre  qui,    dans  tant  de 
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domaincs,  ont  exalte  le  g6nie  des  invenleurs,  orit 
reiiiis  le  Sahara  et  l^auto  en  presence,  et  elles  onl 
pose  le  problenie  iJe  ruLilisaliun  de  laulo  sous  la 
forme  la  plus  difficile,  celle  du  ravilaillement  par 
inoyens  inec  ani{|iiejs.  Au  Sahara,  des  le  d^bul  de 
la  gu(»rre,  aiissi  hii'u  duns  le  Sahara  aig^rieu  que 
dans  le  soudanais,  la  France,  par  une  reaction 
inslinclive,  <hie  sans  donle  a  sa  connaissance  du 
nionOe  nuisulnian,  a  suivi  lajjolilique  qu'iuipusait 
au  Mnroc  avec  une  si  clairc^  decision  le  marechal 
LyauU^y.  Kile  n'a  al)(in(h)nnr'  aucun  de  ses  posies 
exln'^nies  ct  elle  a  l^niui^^ne  d'une  activite  accrue 
sur  les  fronti^res  les  ])his  lointaines.  Tandis  qu'elle 
pre[)arail  uni^  liaison  nuuvelle,  —  non  encore 
realisee,  d'aillenrs  —  entre  le  poste  algerien  de 
Djanet  el  Toasis  soudanaise  de  Bilma,  elle  eul  h 
re|»ondi-e  h  une  violenle  pouss6e  senoussiste.  Au 
cieur  (lu  (h'^stu'l,  h  quelque  1 .200  et  1.500  kilo- 
ni6lres  de  la  voie  feiTee,  elle  (hil  souh^nir,  en  pays 
Ajjei' d'ahord,  au  [)ays  Hop;>ar  ensuile,  une  hiUe 
ingrale.  Le  ravilaillenienl  des  colunues  cxigea  des 
requisilions  rep6l(5es  de  chaineaux  et  Ton  revil, 
connne  en  4900-1902,  a  Tejioque  de  la  conquele 
(his  oasis,  les  pistes  jonch6es  de  leurs  carcasses. 
II  vinl  un  moment  oii  les  ressources  (hi  Iroupeau 
algerien  t^'puise  menacf'renl  <le  rendre  iii6vilable 
un  repli  sur  des  bases  phis  accessibles.  C'est  alors 
([u'on  songea  h  suppleer  aux  caravanes  de  cha- 
meiiux  dehiillanles  par  (h^s  coinois  d'aulos.  Dans 
Tele  1916,  deux  voilures  legeies  parlireut  de  Toug- 
gourt  et  [)arvinrenl  a  In-Salah  :  succes  appanuit 
qui  n'etail  (in'iin  tour  de  I'oi'ce  sans  aj)phcalion 
[n*ali(|ue,  niais  (|ui  avail  du  moins  ravnntage  de 
mienx  pos(M'  le  prohlt'^nie. 

P(;u  apivs.  le  declin  (hi  Scnoussisme  brisa  heu- 
reusenieid  le  lieri  uiiissant  fes  bandes  les  plus 
redoulables  et  les  fit  se  dissoudre  en  nuMue  nion- 
iiaie  de  I'ezzous.  En  1!U7,  la  siUiation  geneiale 
devlnlnieilleureet  laudis  que  le  general  Laperrine, 
place  a  la  t(He  de  son  cominandemeid  inlersaha- 
rien,  [>onrsuivait  sa  lAche  de  pacification,  les 
(»ssais  d'automobilisme  purenl(Mre  nienes  dune 
facon  plus  m6th()di(|ue.  L'id^e  de  la  roue  appelle 
si  iR^cessairemcnt  TidSe  de  la  ronU*  (pie,  dans  un 
pays  on  la  piste  elle-niOme  nVxislepas,  on  songea 
a  an  v('diicule([ui  se  passerait  de  la  roue.  Kn  1918, 
un  tracleura  chenilles  nielalli(}ues,  un  Hahy-Holt, 
fnl  essaye  entre  Touggourt  et  (luargla.  11  eul  rai- 
sini  du  sable,  niais  a  (pielle  alhire  elii  (piel  prix  ! 
11  se  laissail  depasser  par  les  caravanes  (*t  [joui* 
francdiii'  ISO  kilometres,  il  dul  sarrtiler  plusieiirs 
fois  (^l  allendre  <pie  les  chanieaux  lui  apporhissent 
les  tunneaux  d'essence  dont  il  Cdail  insatial)le.  Les 
roulements  uses  par  le  sable,  Tarmafure  disloqu^<* 
par  les  trepidations,  ce  mon^lre  doil  dorinir  quel- 
que  part  dans  un  pare  a  ferraille.  II  paiail  aussi 
(Moign^*  du  (^  scarah^e  sacre  »  on  du  «  bo'uf  A|)is  )> 
de  Televage  Citroen  que  la  voilui^e  f^  feu  d(^  (]u- 
gnot  de  1771  peut  r(Hre  dune  modeinc  torpiHlo, 
et  pourlant  eel  anrtMie  dale  de  cinq  ans  fi  peine. 

La  sauterelle  de  1913  et  le  Habv  HolL  de  1918 
exceptes,  c'est  par  les  procedes  classi(jues  de  la 
piste  sommaire  el  de  la  voiture  robuste  que  Tetat- 
innjor  du  19*  corps  a  cherch('^  a  accliniater  Tauto 


au  Sahara.  I)e  1919  a  1921,  un  effort  considerable 
s'est  prolong^  pendanl  trois  campagnes.  Le  Fran- 
(;ais  qui  s'accuse  volonliers  d'etre  ti more  che/  lui 
s'y  est  affirm^,  suivant  sa  coulume  aux  colonies, 
ingenieux,  lenace,  confiant  (d  plein  dune  Anergic 
joyeuse  que  les  fatigues  el  les  deboires  ne  rebu- 
taientpas.  Deux  types,  ayaid  une  curieuse  origi- 
nalite,  ne  tard^rent  pas  a  devenir  populaires  dans 
ce  Sahan  inunense  on,  suivant  la  remai'(|U(*  si 
juste  dun  des  hommes  (|ui  I'ont  le  plus  prali(|ue, 
tout  le  nionde  se  connail.  Le  mec^no  saharien  et 
le  construcleur  de  pistt^s,  n6s  d'hier  el  (Jemani 
sans  doule  disparus,  n'auronl  eu  (|u'une  existence 
epheni^i^,  mais  les  legcMidt^s  locales  conserveront 
leur  souvenir.  Us  (^assent  merile  1  un  (d  I'aulre 
(ju'un  nouveau  Daunner  croquat  leur  silhouette. 

Cest  aeux,  plus  (lu'aux  techniciens,  que  lauto- 
mobilisnie  saharien  a  (JCi  sa  physiononae  propre. 
Le  r6le  des  techniciens  a  (^de  href.  11  s'esl  borne  h 
un  tri  parmi  les  divers  modeles  de  voilures 
essayees  el  au  clioix  de  celle  qui  se  conqjortait  le 
mieuxdaus  les  differenls  terrains.  Apres  quehjues. 
eliminations  assez  rapidement  faites,  le  type  de 
la  camioimelLe  FiaL  pneus  jumeles  aux  qualre 
roues,  a  ele  adopte.  Ni  le  moteur,  ni  le  cliAssis 
n'onl  subi  d(*  modifications. 

Quant  a  ramenagemenl  des  pistes,  il  n'a  offerl 
ancune  innovation  en  terrain  ferme.  Dans  les 
regions  sahlonneuses  et  sur  les  sols  mous  a  des 
regs  pourris  )>,  on  a  g(}neridise  nn  procedc^*  appli- 
(pi6  des  1916  anx  environs  de  Touggourt.  Pour 
emp(\her  les  roues  de  creuser  une  cavite  dans  le 
sable  et  de  loui'ner  a  vide  daiis  celle  chanibri^  aux 
parois  fuyanU's,  on  a  repandu  sur  le  sol  des  fas- 
cines, faites  avec  les  |)lanles  deserli(iues  les  plus 
voisines,  lanlot  des  gen(its  lantot  du  «  belbel  w  et 
de  «  lalciula  »,  le  plus  souvenl  du  drinn  doni  h^s 
liges  lisses  (d  resistaides  ressembleiit  a  la  fois  a 
I'avoine  el  au  jonc.  Les  couches  successives  de 
fascin(\s,  reiiouveh'^es  au  fur  el  a  mesurcde  I'ensa- 
blement,  onl  fini  [xir  former  un  malelas  asse/ 
epais,  sur  lequel  un  roulage  lent,  cabotaid  et  pru- 
dent est  assez  bien  assure.  Le  trace  des  pistes, 
inalgre  Ja  lentalion  de  retendue  circulair(\  n'a 
[)as  cherch6  la  ligne  droile.  II  a  lie  ses  sinuo- 
siles  a  la  recherche  des  terrains  fernn^s.  II  ne  pou- 
Nait  eviter  le  sabh\  mais  il  Ta  fui  le  plus  j)os- 
sihle.  11  s'ecarle  ainsi  nolablenu'nl  des  pistes  cha- 
meli^res,  orientees  suivant  les  points  d'eau.  II 
n'-estpas  invariable  ;  il  flolh^  souveni  le  long  d'une 
direction  gt*nerale,  ici  pai*ce  cpiune  piste  deja 
malelass('^e  est  devenue  inipossihle  a  enli^eteiur,  la 
nialiere  premiere  du  fascinage  (danl  6puiseo,  \h 
parce  rpn^  h^  sol  nest  forme  (jue  dune  croute 
superfici(dle  {\\\vt  el  qu'une  fois  celle  croiUe  cre- 
vi''e  par  (juehpies  passages,  c'est  la  fondriere. 

Avec  des  troncons.  lanlot  [)assables,  parfois 
excellents,  ou  le  ruban  bluiic  de  la  piste  au  milieu 
di*s  roches  couverles  du  u  vernis  »  saharien 
charme  comme  Tapparition  imprevue  d'une  route 
fienc^aise.  et  trop  souvent  abominahh^s,  la  piste 
aidoinobile  saharienne  s'6tend  de  Touggourt  k 
Tin  (jharo.  poiid  d'eau  sur  la  limile  algerosouda- 
naise.  au  dela  du  Tanezrouft.  C'est  une  arl^re  de 
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quelque  deux  mille  kilometres,  grossifere  et  incom- 
pl(>te  sans  doute,  inais  doiil  peuvent  6tre  fiers, 
pour  des  raisons  cependant  oppos6es,  les  chefs  de 
chantier  qui  Tonl  faite  et  les  conducteurs  qui,  sur 
elle,  out  presque  realise"')  I'exploil  de  traverser  le 
Sahara  de  bout  en  bout.  Les  premiers  onl  Iravaill^ 
pendant  des  ann^es,  piMdus  avec  les  nfegres  dont 
lis  parlagoaient  le  mode  de  vie»  h  des  seniaines 
de  marche  du  poste  le  plus  voisin;  souvent  ils 
disposaient  d'un  si  niai^re  oulillage  qu'ils  en 
etai(»nt  reduits  h  r^inventer  les  instruments  bar- 
bares  de  Thomme  primitif  ^  ils  fiient  des  masses 
avec  des  pierres  eclatfios,  des  rouleaux  avec  des 
troncs  d  arbres  travailles  au  f(*u  et  des  v6tcments 
avec  des  peaux  de  biiles.  L'un  deux  aurait  ravi  un 
peintre  en  (}u6te  d'un  modfele  pour  poser  I'liomme 
des  cavernes,  a  moins  (|u'il  ne  Teilt  effraye  par 
son  aspect  menarant.  Do  leur  cdt^,  les  mecanos 
sahariens  onl  fourni  une  besogne  non  moins 
meriloirc.  lis  passaicnl  moins  de  temps  au  volant 
qu'aucric  et  au  madrier,  lemedes  herolques  aprfes 
I'eidisement,  et  ils  a^aient  acquis  une  ^tonnanle 
siiret6  de  coup  (TaMl  pour  distinguer  h  distance  le 
mauvais  passage  et  choisirla  manifero  de  Taborder, 
tandis  que  leur  voix  gouailleuse  semblait  stimuler 
la  machine.  L'agent  voyer,  hommc  des  cavernes, 
et  le  m6cano  au  madrier  sont  veims  trop  t6t  dans 
un  Sahara  Irop  jeune  ;  ils  n'ont  pas  eu  leur  film 
et  les  enfants  de  nos  6colcs  y  out  perdu  non  seu- 
lement  un  a  documentaire  »  g6ographique,  mais 
une  impressionnanle  le^on  d'energie. 

Le  r6cil  des  tours  de  force  accomplis  par  ces 
modestes  et  fraternels  collnborateurs  comprendrait 
])lus  de  pages  qu'on  ne  le  suppose  parfois.  De 
11118  h  1921,  ils  ont  fait,  avec  la  mission  Bettem- 
bonrp-Audouin-Rubreuil,  le  pc^riple  des  oasis  saha- 
riennes,  de  Colomb-Hecbar  au  Toual,  du  Touat  a 
In-Salah  et  du  Tidikell  a  Ouargla.  Us  onl  assur6 
pendant  deux  campagnes  un  service  de  convois 
entre  Touggonrt  et  In-Salab.  Ils  out  particip^  h  un 
syst^me  mixte  de  ravilaillcmient  du  floggar;  en 
plein  Sahara,  entre  le  Tidikelt  el  le  Mouydir,  ils 
onl  pris  en  consigne  les  charges  que  leurappor- 
taienl  les  chameaux  arabes  et  ils  soul  alles  les 
remettre  Irois  cents  kilometres  plus  loin  aux  cha- 
meaux touaregs.  Enfin,  ar6po(]ue  du  raid  Vuille- 
min-Laperrine,  ils  onl  attcinl  le  Hoggar,  cr6e  un 
j)arc  de  voilures  h  Tamanr'asset  et  nn^me  deux 
camionneltes,  se  risquant  h  Iravers  le  Tanezroufl 
pour  aider  k  la  recheiThe  de  I'avion  du  g6n6ral, 
ne  se  sont  arr^t^^s  qu'?i  Tin-Gharo.  Avec  eux, 
descendu  de  mehari  h  la  limile  de  son  territoire, 
le  colonel  Delcstre,  commandant  la  region  de 
Tombouctou.  a  en  1920,  traverse  dans  toute  sa 
longueur  le  Sahara  alg^rien. 

En  1921,  toute  cclte  organisation  d'aulomobi- 
lismesaharien  s'est  lrouv6e  reduite  h  des  navettes, 
de  plus  en  plus  rares,  sur  la  bordure  du  d6sert, 
entre  Touggourt  et  Ouargla.  Elle  s'est  ruin6e  elle- 
ra^me  par  son  seul  fonclionnenvnit.  Tout  au  long 
de  Tartere  centrale  qui  n'attendait  plus  qu'un  rac- 
cordement  avec  les  pistes  soudanaises  pour  ouvrir 
une  voie  carrossable  entre  la  M6diterran6e  et  le 
Niger,  les  carcasses  de  camionneltes  s'6grenaienl 


comme  sur  les  medjebeds  les  carcasses  de  chameaux. 
Pour  remonter  Tentreprise,  il  eOt  fallu  de  nou- 
veaux  millions,  qu'un  avai'(*  budget  d'apres  guerre 
ne  pouvait  dispenser.  U^ve  dom*  que  la  liaison 
intersaharienne  i)ar  moyens  mecani(|ues  modernesV 
on  bien  jeu  de  prince,  iut(*rdit  a  um*  |)rincesse 
appau\rief  Utiles  enseignennMds  plulot,  (uiyes 
IrSs  cher,  si  loutefois  c'est  payer  trop  cher  (pie 
d'imposer  aux  generations  craujourd'hur  un  sacri- 
fice dont  les  generations  de  demain  lireront  parti. 
SiM.  Audouin-Dubreuil,  rc^nseigne  sur  les  raisons 
do  i'6chec,  ne  les  avail  |)as  par  sa  [)n)[)re  expe- 
rience connues,  aurait-il  mis  sa  confiance  dans  le 
piopulseur  Kegresse-llinstinf 

Les  causes  de  Tinsucces  etaient  n()nd)i'(Mises  et, 
sans  [)retendre  les  [)asser  en  revue,  on  p<Hit  r(4e- 
nir  ici  les  principales,   relies  (pn  avaieid  trait  au 
roulage  et  celles   <jui   resullaienl  de  la  distance. 
Les  experiences  prouyaient  a\ec  evidence  (pi'une 
auto  ne  roule  au  Sahara  (pie   sur  nn<^   piste  dejA 
assez   s6rieuseraent  ameiiag6e.    En  dehors  de    la 
[)istH5,  les  sables  des  terrains  mous  on  le  chaos  des 
roches  des  tei'rains  durs  rem[)^chenl  de  |>asser. 
I  ne  piste  en  terrain  mou  est  impossible  a  6tablir 
dune  mani^I'e  solide  et  les  arrangements  de  for- 
tune durerd  ])eu.  I)'anti*(^  part,  sur  la  ])iste  la  plus 
carrossable,    les   pneus  se    comportent  mal.    Les 
pressions    violentes    auxquels    ils     sonJ    soumis, 
Taction   du    cliniat,    ses    variations    extremes   de 
t(»mperature  et  la  grande  siccile  de  I'air  sont  n6- 
fasb'S  aux  toiles  et   h  la  gomnnv    Les    chand)res 
dovieimeul  i)ureuses,  les  cnvelop[)es  eclab^nt.  Une 
camicmnetle  devait  se  charger  de  hautes  piles  de 
bandag(^s    de     rechange.     Dans    im     convoi     de 
(juelques  voitures,  aslreiides  a  marcher  de  con- 
serve, la  vib*sse  moyenne  tombait  au  niveau  de 
c(dle  des  chameaux  |>()rteurs,  chacune  arriMaid  a 
tout  instant  les  autres  pour  changer  un  pniMj.  Sur 
la  piste  d'In-Salah,   un  mauvais   passage^   etait  si 
bien  jonche  de  vieux  bandages,  egaill^s  au  milieu 
des  touffes  comme  un  tioupeau  de  chameaux  (|ui 
broutent,  que  l(»s  mec^inos  lui  avaienl  donne   un 
ni>rn    [)ittoresque    :    ils    ra[)pelaienl     le    jKltnrage 
Miche  in.  Le  pneu,  au  Si^hara,  bolt  bien  Tobstacle, 
mais  il    en   meurt.  el  plus  d'un    engrenagc*  avec 
lui. 

L'autre  obstacle,  la  disUmce,  est  pour  les  autos 
h  roues  non  moins  redoutable.  Poui*  franchir  un 
b^rrain  mou  et  tirer  d'affaire  la  roue  qui  sVnIise, 
il  faut  un  moteur  puissant,  ce  cpii  explicpie  le 
ehoix  des  camioimeltes  Fiat.  Mais  un  tel  moteur 
entraine  une  grosser  consommation  d'essence  et  la 
])rovision  d'essence,  encore  accrue*  par  les  reserves 
de  pneus  rt  irean,  a  1<M  fait  d'absorber  le  charge- 
ment  utile  de  la  voiture.  Le  rayon  d'aclion  se 
trouve  done  Ires  limite.  Les  grands  raids  sur  le 
Hoggar  n'ont  ^16  rendus  possibles  que  par  le  con- 
cours  des  chameaux.  Des  caravanes  out  constilue 
des  d/^p6ts  de  bidons  le  long  de  la  piste  et  comme 
un  bidon,  rythmi(|uement  balance  au  soleil  pcMi- 
danl  des  semaines,  devient  aussi  poreux  qu'nn 
alcamza,  les  d^pdls  etaient  moins  des  depdts  de 
liquides  que  desdep6ts  de  fer  blanc.  On  en  arrivail 
h  celte  conclusion    singuliere    que  Tauto,    intro- 
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diiile  au  Sahara  pour  supplecr  au  cliameau,  con- 
tribimit  [i  sa  perU*  par  Teinploi  abusif  qu'elh^  en 
exigeail.  Eii  deriiiiliv(%  (mi  1921,  sans  |)aii('r  de 
ceiiains  points  secoiulaires,  prolecUon  des  organes 
conti'e  le  sabh^  am61i()ration  du  refmidissenieut, 
rcMiforccincnl  do  <|U('l(juos  pieces  dii  chassis,  on 
j)ouvail  drririir  i'aulo  conveiianl  au  Sahara 
coninie  line  voiliire  ([ui  nVnfoncerait  pas  dans  les 
terrains  nioiis,  (]iii  r(Md(M'ait  sans  pntMis,  et  tjui 
consonnnerait  une  fail)le  (luanlite  d'essence,  c(  nne 
aulo  (jni  snpprinK*  la  [)isle  et  le  madrier!  »,  n'eiil 
pas  alors  manque  de  souhj^ner  un  uiecano  de 
caniioinielte.  et  on  s'iniagine  son  sourire  seep- 
li(pie. 

Apres  Taller  et  le  retour  Touggourt-Tonihouc- 
lou,  on  n(*  i)eul  plus  douter  qu'une  telle  voiture 
n'l^xiste.  Dans  la  mesure  ou  un  ideal  huniain  est 
realisahle,  rclui  (pi'on  osait  a  pcMnt^  forniuler  il  y  a 
deux  ans  est  bieii  pres  d'etre  atteint.  Disparu,  le 
canclH^mar  du  eric  etdu  madrier,  fondu  comnie  un 
mirages  h^  paturage  Michelin,  et  evanouie  la  lintin-^^ 
nahulente  et  piloyable  vision  des  bidons  deja 
vides  (piun  ehauKMU  consciencieux  arhejnint* 
vers  un  lointain  depcU!  Le  grand  fait  mis  en  evi- 
dence par  le  raid  liitroen,  c'est  que  la  piste  et  le 
piKMi  n(^  son!  plus  necessaires  h  raulomobilisme 
saharienl  La  ('h(»nill(»  passe  parlout  ou  les  lois  de 
Tequilibn*  et  de  la  pesanteur  penneltent  a  une 
voilui'e  de  S(*  hasarder.  Dans  le  Sahara  du  sable, 
clle  nc  connail  aucun  obstacle.  Elle  circule  libre- 
inent  sui  les  sols  les  plus  trallres.  Mcime  une 
chaine  d(^  haulers  dujies  ne  saurail  Tarriter.  Si, 
j)OUi' la  Iraverser,  elle  choisil  d'ordinaire  les  cols, 
c'est  ([u'il  est  plus  raisonnable  de  passer  par  un 
col  (pie  par  un  sommet,  mais  h  I'occasion,  ne 
serait-c(»  (jue  |)our  montrer  sa  virfuosite,  elle  ne 
dedaigiK*  pas  d'atfacjuer  le  piton,  et,  parvenue  a  la 
cvi'^lv,  de  basculer  siu*  le  a  sif  »,  h*  sif,  tranchanl 
de  glaive.  Par  elle,  tout  rimnuMise  domaine  jus- 
qu'^  present  fernie  que  constituent  les  deux 
grands  Ergs,  I'Oriental  ef  TOccidental,  les  regs 
pourris,  les  sebkhas  cievassees,  en  somme  toute 
une*  grande  partie  du  Sahara,  est  devenue  facile- 
miMil  accessible  en  auto.  Le  desert  de  sable,  effroi 
du  chauffeur,  s'est  soudain  Iransfornie  en  auto- 
drome,  ou.  si  Ton  veut,  en  chenillodrome.  De 
Touggourt  au  Tidikelt,  la  preuvo  en  reste  inscrite 
sur  le  sol  en  regulieres  cannelures  Iracees  par  les 
voitures  du  raid  et  les  divers  convois  de  ravitail- 
lement  qui  les  ont  precedees. 

VA  ce  iv^ult^l  magnifique  se  complete  encore 
j)ar  la  r^sisfanre  de  la  chenille  h  I'usure.  Sur  ses 
roues  jumelres,  une  camionnette  ne  tardait  pas  a 
Hre  <*n  delicatesse  avec  Tun  de  ses  huit  pneus. 
Une  d'elle,  assure-t-on,  creva  cent  vingt  fois  entre 
Ouarglaet  In-Salah.  Les  chenilles,  presentees  au 
(louverneur  general  de  TAlgerie  h  Touggourt.  en 
d^cembre,  en  c^taient  h  leur  deux-milli6me  kilo- 
inMre   et  avaient  (Micore  un  profit  fort  honnete. 

Dans  le  Sahara  de  la  pierce,  laulo-chenille  se 
montre  evidemment  moins  d(^daignense  de  la 
piste.  Les  champs  de  galets  qu'on  rencontre  dans 
les  hammadas  et  les  chaos  de  blocs  que  sonf  les 
massifs    montagneux   des  Tassilis  et   du  Iloggar 


opposent  au  passage  d'une  voiture,  ful-elle  d*une 
adresse  acrobatique,  des  entraves  materielles  s6- 
rieuses.  Mais  mfime  dansces  regions,  dont  les  pho- 
tographies a^riennes  du  raid  Vuillemain  donnent 
une  saisissante  impression,  I'auto-chenille  Tem- 
porte  sur  la  voiture  h  roues.  A  cette  derni^re, 
toute  escalade  est  interdite,  alors  que  I'auto-che- 
nille  peut  sen  permettre,  si  besoin  est,  d'6ton- 
nantes.  En  outre,  il  est  rare  qu'un  nuissif  monta- 
gneux ne  soil  pas  coupe  de  profonds  lits  d'oued  a 
fond  sablonneux,  sur  lequel  la  chenille  retrouve 
son  terrain  favori.  Eidin,  les  amenagements  de 
pistes,  de  tron(;ons  de  pistes,  el  de  passages  diffi- 
ciles  sont  assez  avanc6s  dans  les  regions  de  ce 
genre,  lis  ont  etc  faits  pour  les  caravanes,  nuiis  la 
ou  deux  chameaux  charges  peuvent  passer  de 
front,  la  voie  est  libre  [)our  la  chenille.  En  deux 
mots,  des  maintenant,  le  Sahara  du  sable  est  lout 
entiei*  ouvert  h  la  chenille,  et  le  Sahara  de  la 
pierce  lui  est  dejfii  accessible  par  ses  oueds  et  par 
ses  medjebeds.  Jamais  la  concpitHe  d'un  domaine 
interdit  ne  fut  aussi  soudaine  et  conqjlfete. 

Faut-il  (Ml  con(*lure  qu*ai)r^s  le  raid  sur  Tom- 
l)Ouct()u,  il  n  y  a  cpia  patiiMiler  quelques  mois  pour 
(jue  le  taxi-chenille  saharien  arbore.son  drapeau, 
orn6  du  croissant  et  de  Tetoile  symboliques,  ou 
(ju(^  de  grands  chenille-cars  chargent  a  Alger  des 
touristes  pour  TAfrique  Uccidenlale  Fran(;aise?  Une 
inviMition  heureuse  ne  revolutionne  pas  la  g(!*ogra-. 
phie  et  un  propulseur,  si  paifait  soit-il,  ne  sup- 
prime  pas  les  trois  mille  kilometres  (jui  s'eteiident 
entre  les  deux  rives  du  Sahara.  Un  moteur  a  ses 
(exigences  en  essence*  et  rauto-chenille  n*ecba()pe 
pas  aux  n(icessites  du  ravitaillement.  Sur  ce  point, 
comme  sur  les  autres,  elle  marque  toulefois  un 
Ires  important  progrts.  Une  auto-chenille,  du 
type  Citroen  10  chevaux,  a  une  capacite  de  char- 
gement  utile  assez  com[)aral)le  a  celh*  (rune  ca- 
miomiette  de  30  chevaux,  conqile  ivuu  des  pneus 
de  secours  et  de  Toutillage  special  en  cries  et  ma- 
driers  que  laseconde  comporte  etdont  la  prc^nii'ie 
n*a  pas  (i  s'embarrasser.  Le  rayon  d'action  de 
chacune  dVUes,  sans  ravitaillemcMd,  est  done  dans 
le  rapport  de  leurs  besoins  en  essence  :  rauto- 
chenille  consomme,  suivant  le  terrain,  de  20  a  25 
litres  aux  cent  kilometres,  et  la  camionnelle  de 
50  fi  75.  Le  gain  est  a|)preciable.  Une  traversee 
transsaharieiuie  par  camionnette  eut  rle  impossi- 
ble sans  stocks  d'essencc*  const itu('»s  \mr  convois 
de  cham(NUix;  elle  a  et('*  accomplie  par  cimj  voi- 
tures a  chenilles,  moyennant  deux  dt'^pots  inter- 
mediaires,  formes  a  In-Salah  et  h  Tin-Zaouaten, 
[)ar  les  navi^ttes  d'autres  auto-chenilh^s.  Les  fiais 
(deves  quentrainent  ces  ravitaillem(uits  prc^alables 
liniitent  assurf^menl  les  liaisons  exln^mes  dont  le 
raid  a  dtMUonlre  la  possibilite.  Ces  limites,  resul- 
tant de  la  natures  des  choses,  ne  sauraient  sur- 
prcndre.  L'automobilisme  en  Europe  n'a  atteint 
son  developpement  actuel  ipie  pare(»  que  b^s  voi- 
tures trouvent  partout  de  Tessence,  apport6e  6co- 
nomiquement  par  le  rail  ou  ])ar  la  voie  fluviale. 
Sans  eux,  Tauto  serait  le  priviif^ge  des  pays  p6lro- 
liferes.  Les  destins,  si  propices  h  I'auto-chenille, 
ne  lui  seront-ils  pas  j)lus  favorables  encore  et  ne 
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voudront-ils  pas  qu'clle  ajoute  a  ses  laiiriers  un 
rameau  nouveau^  En  permettant  uiie  prospection 
in6lhodique,  ne  fera-elle  pas  decouvrir  dii  petrole 
au  Sahara,  et  a\  ant  le  Transsaliarien,  n'assurera- 
t-elle  pas  ainsi  par  sea  propres  moyens  la  liaison 
r6guli6re,  d'un  prix  abordable,  entre  la  France 
M6diterran6enne  et  la  France  Soudanaise?  Elle  est 
n^e  sous  un  si  heureux  signe  que  ce  voeu,  cher  h 
tous  les  Africains,  sera  peut-dtre  entendu, 

Dans  le  donxaine  des  possibiiit6s  immediates, 
de  s6duisantes  perspectives  s'ouvrent  devant 
Tauto-dhenille  dans  tous  les  pays  neufs  ou  la  ci- 
vilisation ne  p6nfetre  encore  que  pas  h  pas,  en  sui- 
vant  la  route  ou  le  rail,  et  oh  elle  pourra  d6sor- 
mais  s'affranchir  de  leur  feconde,  mais  trop  lenle 
servitude.  Et  comhien  dans  le  vasle  univers.  y  a-t- 
il  encore  de  ces  pays-la  ?  Sur  la  carte  des  deux 
hemispheres,  la  vieille  Europe,  la  jeune  Ani6rique, 
les  rivages  colonists  n'occupent  qu'une  petite 
place  et  si  d6cevantes  que  soient  d'ordinaire  les 
proph6ties  d6posees  sur  le  berceau  des  inventions 
nouvellenient  n6es,  on  peut  se  risciuer  h  pr^dire  h 
la  chenille  un  bel  avenir  dans  le  nionde.  Avec  plus 
de  certitude  encore,  h  ne  consid6rer  que  le  Sahara 
alg6rien,  temoin  de  ses  premiers  travaux,  on  d6- 
couvre  de  nombreuses  applications. 

Dans  Textrt^me  sud,  1^  oil  le  rail  s'arr^te,  le 
r^gne  du  chameau  commence.  On  n:\ontre  comme 
une  curiosity  h  Touggourt  Taraba,  munie  de  larges 
jantes  de  fer,  qui  trainee  par  six  mulcts  parvint 
une  seule  fois  a  aller&El-Oued  et  h  enrevenir.  El- 
Oued  n'est  pourtanl  qu'i  90  kilometres  de  Toug- 
gourt et  cette  petite  capitalc  du  Souf,  une  des 
villes  indigenes  les  plus  pilloresques  du  Sud,  est 
un  i^entre  tri^s  actif  d*6changes  au  moment  de  la 
cueillette  des  dattes.  Les  a  deglet  nour  )>  du  Souf 
font  prime  sur  les  marches  Europeens.  Une  araba 
et  un  canon  de  campagne  de  90,  tir6s  par  un  Equi- 
page de  chameaux,  s6nt  arrives  jusquTi  In-Salah, 
mais  n*en  sont  jamais  revenus.  Ce  sont  Ik  les  trois 
v6hicules  qui  aient  avant.rauto  jamais  circuit 
dans  le  Sahara  du  sable.  Sur  la  hammada  du 
Tademait  (|uelqnes  convois  d'arabas,  utilisant  une 
mauvaise  piste  aujourd'hui  ensevelie,  ont  r^ussi 
h  atteindre  El-Gol^a,  oasis  remarquable  par  ses 
vergers  ou  la  p^^che  de  France  mCirit  mieux  que  sur 
le  littoral  alg6rien.  Toutes  les  petites  villes  de 
Texlr^me  sud,  dhardaia^  Ouargla,  Touggourt,  El- 
Oued,  EMlol^a,  el  plus  loin  encore,  les  ksours 
proprement  sahariens  du  Toual,  du  Gourara  et  du 
Tidikelt  n'ont  entre  eux  (jue  les  lentes  et  inron- 
fortables  relations  des  caravanes.  Les  officiers,  les 
foncLionnaircs  et  les  rares  colons  qui  s'y  trouvent 
y  viyent  rarcMuent  en  famille.  Tous  ces  centres 
sont  fernies  au  tourisme.  alors  (jue  chacun  d'eux 
offre  sa  seduction  originale.  Pour  les  ratlachera  la  vie 
commune,  un  service  d^auto-chenilles,  ici  r^gulier, 
1^  occasionnel,  paraitassur6d'avoirdes  voyageurs. 
L'aide  financi^re,  indispensable  (\  toutc  entreprise 
de  ce  genre,  au  moins  dans  ses  debuts,  ne  sera 
certainement  menag^e  ni  par  les  budgets  m^tropo- 
litains  ou  locaux,  ni  par  les  groupements  interes- 
s6s  au  d6velop[)emenl  du  commerce  el  du  tou- 
risme. La  sympalliie  agissanle  dont  TAdministra- 
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tion  algerienne  a  eniour6  le  raid  n'en  est-elle  pas 
un  garant? 

Au  i)oint  de  vue  mllitaire,  rauto-ch(inille  ap- 
porte  au  commandement  les  facilit^s  de  voyage 
et  surtout  le  gain  de  temps  qui  Tarr^tail  souvent 
dans  ses  inspections  sahariennes.  Et,  sans  insister 
sur  ce  sujet,  on  doit  noter  qu'elle  ariive  a  Theure 
ou  des  inspections  sont  devenues  plus  utiles 
qu'autrefois.  L'organisation,  con^ue  par  le  g6n6ral 
Lapemne  subsiste  toujours  et  si  ses  piincipes 
paraissent  valables  pour  une  periode  encore  longue, 
il  n*en  est  pas  moins  vrai  quVUe  doit  s'adapter  a 
des  situations  nouvelles.  Le  Sahara  central  est  paci- 
fi6,  mais  le  Sahara  occidental  ne  Test  pas.  llefuge 
du  banditisme  professionnel,  hinterland  de  trois 
colonies  in6galement  outill6es  pour  y  p6n^trei', 
expose  h  toutes  les  complications  dangereuses  que 
lui  r6servent  ses  enclaves  espagnoles,  il  devra  6tre 
aborde  avec  les  forces  de  police  spEciales  que  le 
milieu  exige.  Le  bloc  des  Afriques  fran(;aises  ne 
sera  acheve  (|ue  par  sa  pacification.  Pour  cette 
tAche  de  demain,  que  les  progr^s  des  liaisons 
aeriennes  peuvent  rendre  soudain  plus  urgente, 
rAlg6rie,possfede  une  experience  et  des  ressources 
jmrticuli^res.  SesgoumsS.  mehari  et  ses  Sahariens 
de  carrifere  seront  appel6s  h,  prendre  une  grande 
part  de  Tentreprise.  Le  commandement  sera  d'au- 
tant  plus  a  Taise  pour  r^gler  leur  eniploi  qu'il 
conservera  davantage  le  contact  avec  eux.  En 
attendant  Tauto-chenille  blindee  qui  descendra 
peut-6tre  bientdt  du  grand  Atlas  sur  les  vallees 
du  Draa  et  de  la  Saoura,  Tauto-mitrailleuse  a  che- 
nille a  sa  place  marquee  dans  les  camps  saha- 
rien?. 

Enfin,  pour  la  grande  oeuvre  africaine  douL  le 
germe,  m^ri  par  prfes d'un  demi-sifecle  d*attente,  est 
cette  fois  bien  pr^s  d'une  6closion  irresistible,  pour 
le  Transsaharien,  raulo-chenille  va  6tre  le  plus 
pr6cieux  auxiliaire.  On  ne  disputera  plus,  en  in- 
terminables  et  un  pen  creuses  controverses,  sur 
les  avantages  de  tel  ou  tel  itineraire  quand  une 
reconnaissance  d'ingenieurs  versera  au  d^bat  les 
documents  qui  ecartent  toute  discussion  et  (\m  au- 
ront  ete  recueillis  sur  place  en  quelques  semaines. 
L'itin6raii*e  general  une  fois  arr^te,  le  tracd  de  la 
voie  sera  facile  h  determiner  sur  un  terrain  explored 
dans  toutes  ses  parties  par  les  navettes  des  auto- 
chenilles.  Si,  contre  toute  esp6rance,  le  propul- 
seur  K^gresse-Hinstin  ne  devait  servir  ([u'<\  cola, 
(\  hAter  riieure  du  Transsaharien,  la  plus  grande 
'France  lui  devrnit  encore  sa  reconnaissance. 


Ainsi,  par  une  de  ces  ironies  ou  le  sort  se  com- 
plalt,c'est&  uncfr^uvre  essenliellementfmncaise  et 
nfricaine  qu'au  temps  si  proche  et  d6']h  si  lointain 
des  tzars,  un  caprice  d'autocrate  aura  6t6  surtout 
utile. 

On  conte,  qu'environ  1907,  Nicolas  II,  un  jour 
de  neige,  voulnt  essayer  des  autos  neuves,  recem- 
mont  arrivees  de  Paris.  On  eut  beau  lui  repr^sen- 
ter  que  ce  jour-lii  les  autos  ne  pourraient  rouler  : 
aussi  exigeant  que  I'infante  espagnole,  il  ne  voiilut 
pas  admettre  ([ue  «  lout  sur  terre  appartint  aux 
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princes  horniis  la  iipijj:^   »  el  il   fit   sortir  les  voi- 
tures. 

Convaincu  oiiliii  de  leur  iiiij)uissance,  il  eul  la 
saf!:esse  de  prom(*thv  sa  faNeiir  iinperialo  an  terh- 
nieien  (jui  Irouveiail  nn  procede  ayaiit  raison  de 
la  iieige.  Perleclioinie  peiidaul  (|uiii/e  aus,  le  |)ro- 
pulseur  Kepress(*.-Hinstin.  roiirn  pom*  la  neige  ot 
adapts  au  sabhv  iTapparall-il  pas  coinuie  le  bienfail 
postliuiup  iU'  celle  jj:iaiid(^  clrruiite.  TaliiarKx^ 
q^isse ! 

L.N  Sauarie>. 


QUESTION  DE  L'ESCLAVAGE 


ET    L'feTHIOPIE 


LA  i>()LrnorK  hiiitanniqie 


Ce  nest  pas  Tilfethiopie  qui  est  responsable 
du  fl6au  de  lesclavagisme  d  Arable. 

La  Sociele  des  Nalioi'ls,  dans  sa  Scission  de 
se.pteinl)i*e  d(»rnier,  a  rle  hien  inspiree  en  decidaiit 
siin[)leiii<Mil  la  reuuioii  d(^  (locunii^nts  snr  Tescla- 
vage  en  AlVi(pie  el  en  ne  suivanl  {kis  les  pronu>- 
leufs  de  la  (luesUon  (pii  lui  eUiil  [K>see  sur  Lescia- 
vageen  Abyssinie.  C(*lte  question  avaitpour  l>ut 
de  faire  ratifier  par  la  hanle  auloiit(''  de  LAssiMn- 
hlee  la  AJolcMile  eanlpagne  dechainee  subilenHMil 
en  Angb^leire,  an  eoinnieneenienl  de  1922,  conlie 
la  senle  nalii>n  Klliiopienne. 

Olle  ex[>l()si()n  d'in<li;^^nati()n  bnlanni(|ue  eon- 
eordail  aver  la  remise,  au  regrelledeneral  Fandn, 
present  a  Addis-Al>eba.  en  mars  1^J22,  dun  plan 
de  mise  en  lulelle  de  rKLhiopit*  sous  prelexte  de 
reforines  adininislmlives  el  niililaires  uF^entes  a 
iinposer  a  ee  pays,  (^e  plan  avail  ete  [)repare  par 
le  colonel  Sandford,  ancien  allache  niilitaire  bri- 
lainiirpie  a  la  Legation  d  Addis-Al)eba.  II  elait, 
disail  le  colonel  Sandford.  a[)prouve  par  le  Sirdar, 
Gouverneur  general  du  Soudan  anglo-egyptien.  et 
jjar  le  hOreign  Offici*. 

Kgaleuient  au  nierui^  inonient.  des  notes  de 
pi-esse  paraissaient  sur  rinrpiietude  (|ue  concevait 
if*  (iouN crnenient  du  Snudaii  anglo-r'gy|)li(Mi  p<»ui' 
d(*s  raids  d(»  pilLiges  I'xecub's  a  In  fronlien*  Sud 
de  ri^thiopie  |»ar  de  [mMiIs  grouprs  de  soldats  iri'cV 
gulirrs  abyssins. 

Par  ces  irnlt,  sur  Lesrlavage  (*t  sur  les  pillages, 
il  fallai!  prou\  er  la  nect^ssite  urgenle  (riniposin*  au 
(louverneuienl  <'*lliii>pien  1<'  |>lan  de  reformes  pri*- 
pare.  Par  d<^s  agents  officieux.  il  fallait  ineitei'  la 
Krance  et  LHalie  a  sassocMcra  Laclion  anglaise  et 
a  sa  piv.ssion  sur  le  (ionx'enieinent  abyssin. 

Si  le  veriUibh'  mobile  de  cetle  (ampagne  de 
denigrernent  confiv  LKtbio[)ie  est  facile  a  disc(M*ner 
maintenanl.  ii  est  ce|)endanl  necessairi^  d'appO!*t<M' 
(pud(|ues  pjY'cisions  sui*  cette  (jueslion  de  Lescla- 
\  age  en  Ktbiopi(*  et  dans  d'auliM's  regions  d'Afriiiue 


de  mdme  qu'en  Asie,  principalemenl  en  Arable. 

Nous  n'avons  pas  la  pretention  de  guid(M*  la 
Sous -Commission  de  la  S.  D.  N.  dans  la  re- 
cherche et  la  reunion  des  documents  qui  doiNent 
composer  son  dossier:  nous  voulons  simplement 
monlrer  ce  (ju'il  y  a  d'anormal  a  accuser  la  seulc 
Klhiopie  et  a  la  charger  de  tousles  p^ches  d'lsrael, 
alors  (pie  le  plus  important  man^he  d'esclaves,  en 
1922,  comme  [)recedemmeul,  est  tenu  dans  une 
region  d' influence  anglaise  au  premier  chef,  en 
Arabi(*,et  principalemenl  an  v  envii*onsd(^  Djeddah, 
port  de  la  Meccpie. 

On  pent  s'6tonner  d'ahord  que  lEthiopie.  pays 
Chretien,  ait  encore  d(*s  esclaves,  mais,  il  ne  faut 
pas  oublier  (jue  TAbyssin  fut  inipregne  des  pre- 
ceples  hebra'iques,  et  cju'il  n'oublic^  pas  quo  Noe, 
en  maudissanl  la  descendiuice  de  (Iham,  avdit  des- 
tine ce  dernier  a  etie  I'escUne  de  ses  freres  (I). 

La  situation  des  esclaves  dans  TKmpire  est  en 
realite  determin^e  encore  a  Pheure  actnelli*  par  le 
Fetha-Neguest,  sorte  de  (^ode  abyssin  datant  du 
xni*  siecle  environ,  qui  nest  qu'une  compilation 
des  princi[>es  mosa'upies,  de  di*oit  romain  et  de 
couluuH^s  uHisulrnaues.  (lependaid  on  trou>e  les 
piiMuieres  oitlonnances  ct)ntre  lesclavage  en  Al)ys- 
sinie  des  le  milieu  dn  sitcle  diMnier,  c'est-a-dii*e 
a  Lepixjue  oil  les  rois  d  Kthiopie  conuuen(*ei'(Md  a 
accueillir  [)lus  faciienient  les  voyagtmrs  ein'o[)eens 
ipii  tcMitaient  (Lexplorer  le  plateau  abyssin. 

L(*  roi  TbrMxIoros  fut  1<^  j)r(»mi(T.  a  etablir  des 
Ldits  resln'ignanl  lesclavage;  el  il  est  juste  de 
dire  (pie  seuls  les  Musulmans  se  li^  raieid  au  Irafic 
lies  esclaves,  soil  {)ar  (lallabal.  Ncrs  le  Soudan, 
soil  v(Ts  les  rives  de  la  Mer  IU)uge,  rl  L Arabic, 
\n\v  Massaoiiah,   Tadjoura  el  Zeila. 

(]'est  (m  1(S84  ([u'iq)paiviil  |k)U!'  la  |)remtere  fois 
(ians  un  traitt^  uii  engagenieid  du  souvcraiu  n''- 
gufmt  ficelfe  (»p(Mpie.  rKiiipert^ir  Yohannes,  cpii 
iuterdisait  la  li'aile  [)our  lui  (*t  ses  successeurs  par 
un  acte  signe  aviT  rAngl(*t(*rr(\ 

(iCiuMidant.  ri^uipereur  M«''u«'dik,  aloi*s  seule- 
nuMit  mi  du  Choa,  avail  fait  uii  edit  en  187.').  a 
rinsligation  d'un  Francais.  Pierre  Ariu>ux.  inter- 
disant  egalement  la  traite.  Mais,  <'n  prali(pie.  cet 
(Hlit  r(*sla  lettre  morte.  soif  (pi(»  le  roi  SleiK'lik  n'ei^t 
pas  a  sa  disposition  les  mnyens  dr  le  faire  a[)pli- 
(|uer,  soil  sui'toul  (pTil  jm^iI  craint  de  |)ro\()(|uer  un 
meconlentenient  trop  \it  paruii  la  |)opulalion 
menace**  d\Hre  obligee  de  changer  s(*s  j)rati(pies 
st'culaii'(*s. 

Kn  \^H^,  apres  son  sacre.  rKm[M'reui'  .Nhhic'dik 
edicta  Labolilion  d(^  lesclavage.  inais  sans  beaii- 
coup'plus  de  suc(*es  (^ne  pour  son  edit  d(^  I87ri. 

Du  resl(%  rKmperciir  MiMuMik.  eomnu*  tons  les 
souverains  des  differents  royaumc^s  d'Ethiopir* 
sounds  a  sa  don)in(dion,  n(^  [)ou\ail  realiser  I'idec 
que  Lesclaviige  (*st  une  nionslruosile,  r[  il  se  con- 
sidi'^ait  comme  le  gardien  de  la  loi  mosaique, 
tenant  tonjours  Lesclavage  comme  une  institution 
licite  deciet(5e  par  Jehova. 

Les  trihus  gallas  du  vSud   du    |.lat(»au    ethiopien 

{[)  M.  (!»' Coppct,  luiiiistrf^  <lv  ^rnu«-»*  r'^  A<l<li<  \hel»;i.  h  fait  une 
ctiHlc  apppofoadir  trf's  rrraanjiuibU'  sur  llii^toirc  «•!  la  eiituaUon 
artuoUt'  (le  rf^sclaviifrf^  en   Kthiopie*. 
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fournireul  jus(|u'(*n  1900  uii  coiiUnj^^eiit  d'esclavos 
iinporlaul,  uiais  ccs  region^>  etaiit  (iefiiiiU\eiuont 
couquisos  par  rEmperour  Monolik  et  adiniuistrees 
par  les  {frauds  (*hcfs  ('»lhio[)i(Mis,  ce  soul  les  p(3U- 
plades  iiegroides  dos  plaint's  du  Nil,  au  j)ied  du 
platvau  abyssin,  qui  fournirenl  alors  la  plupart 
des  csclaves. 

I^eu  a  peu,  sous  rii>flueiice  curopieime,  les 
id6es  de  rEmpcM^eur  Mriielikse  modifiercntet,  d6s 
18%,  il  ediclait  di's  pc'ines  de  plus  en  plus  severes 
conLre  les  trari([uants  d'esclaves. 

L'installation  de  la  France  h  Obock.  puis  a 
DjilxMiti.  des  Anglais  a  Zeila  et  a  HeVbera,  des 
lUdiens  a  Massaoua,  peadaul  les  aunees  1884  el 
188o,  contribua  ?i  restreindre  de  plus  en  [)lus  le 
Irafic  det:5  esriaves  a  travers  la  Mer  Rouge  eiitre 
TElhiopie  et  I'Arabie. 

Depuis  quebpies  annees,  la  chasse  fi  Tesclave 
ne  se  |)iali(pie  phis  et  les  seuls  cas  que  Ton  |)uisse 
eiter  sont  des  coups  de  mains  executes  par  ties 
brif]:ands  au  voisiiiage  des  frontii^res  Ouesl  et  Sud 
de  rKnipire.  La  peiiode  ti'oublee  travers^e  pai* 
TAbyssinie  au  nionieid  ou  Lidj  Vassou  se  voyail 
deslilue  du  pouvoir  supn^nie  el  reni|>lare  par 
lias  Tafari,  ful  pr()j)ire  a  uiie  recrudescence  de  ces 
pralUjues  honleuses,  car  des  eleniiuils  de  1  ariuee 
dehand^e  et  balhi(^  de  Lidj  Yassou  se  repandirent 
dans  le  i)ays ;  el  ces  ^M-oupes  de  soldals  revolli'^s, 
qui  avaieiil  pris  la  l^rousse  aver  arnies  el  bagages, 
se  livr^real  h  de  pelites  (}X[)6diti()ns  sur  les  fron- 
ti^res  du  pays.  A  Fiieure  actuelle.ces  bandes  out 
6te  capturees  oucumple lenient  deciniees  par  les 
exp<^(lifi(^ns  condnites  par  les  chefs  abyssins  res- 
ponsablcsdi*  TortlnMhrns  les  jirovinces  frontieres. 

La  situation  des  esclaves  en  Abyssinie  est  rela- 
livemcnt  assez  favorable.  lis  sont  bien  tniites  [>ar 
leurs  niallres.  et  il  n'est  pas  rare  cpiun  Abyssin 
sans  enfant  adupte  I  un  de  ses  esclaves  preler^s 
et  hii  l^gue'ses  1)iens.  Les  deux  plus  gmnds  chefs 
du  temps  de  Men^lik,  le  Has  Makonen,  p^re  de 
Has  Tafari,  regent  acluel  de  rEnipire.  et  le  Itas 
Tessama,  ont  libere  parleslainent  hMns  esclaves, 
mais  il  n'y  a  |)as  en  Ethiopie  de  castes  daffrancliis 
comiue  d  y  en  avait  a  Home.  ^ 

Si  les  lias  (*f  Dedjaz  rpii  fo(:nn^nl  acluellement 
rarniature  militaire  eladminislialive  de  TEthiopie 
acceptenl  a  peu  pres  lous,  sans  exception,  Tidee 
de  la  suppression  fotale  de  Tesclavage.  ils  se  ren- 
deid  <*oinpte  aussi  ipie  la  librralion  rri  masse  des 
esclaves  est  impossible  actuelh^iient  en  Elhiopie, 
car  elle  amenerail  des  troubles  sociaux  qui 
creeraienl  une  situation  pire  ([u^*  le  nial  ({ue  Tun 
voudrait  supprimer  sains  precautions. 

\j^  Has  Tafai'i  a  pris,  ces  derni^n^s  annees,  des 
mesun^s  rjejonreuses  contrc  les  trafiipiants  d'es- 
claves :  pTusieurs  oiil  ete  condanmes  a  mort  et 
pendus  et  le  li*afic  clandestin  ([ui  pouvait  encore 
subsister  est  devenu  impossibh*. 

Pendant  lamiee  11)22,  trois  ou  (piatre  groupes 
d'esclaves  conduits  par  des  niarrbands  niusulmans 
qui  trafiquenl  entre  la  cote  et  leplal(sni,a  travers 
le  Ouollo  ou  TAoossa  dans  la  vallee  de  TAouache, 
ont  pu  echaj)per  a  la  surveillance  en  allant  aboutir 
a  la  c6te,  aux  environs  de  la  froiUiere  franco-ila- 


lieiHie,  sur  la  mei*  llonge,  ou  a  Tadjoura,  an  fond 
du  golfe  du  miMne  noni.  Des  i)outres  arabes  vien- 
nenl  embanjuer  ces  malheureux  dans  des  points 
de  la  c(Ue  excessivement  difficiles  d'acces. 

Tadjoura  a  toujours  ete  un  des  points  pieferes par 
les  trafiipiants  en  raisonde  sa  situation  et  cYicore, 
en  juin  1922,  un  navirede  guerre  anglais  a  pu  saisir 
en  nier  Rouge  un  boutre  avec  2()  jiegrillons  em- 
barcjues  h  Tadjoura.  L(*  bateau  a  ete  confisque  el 
vendu  et  k»s  condamnations  les  j)[us  s^neres  out 
ete  infligees  au  patron  du  bal(*au  et  a  ses  aco- 
lytes. 

Depuis  celle  epoque,  les  patrouillenrs  francais 
et  anglais  en  mer  Uouge,  ont  pu  signaler  deux 
autres  boutres  qui  ont  traverse  avec  des  esclaves 
et  qui  onl  debarcpir  leur  cargaison  sur  la  cote  am- 
bique,  dans  la  region  d'Assyr,  dans  les  parages  de 
Middy.  Mais  le  ])etit  village  negre  de  Kiieys,  pr(>8 
de  Djeddah,  est  le  li(ni  (raboulissement  de  ces 
grou[)es  d'esclaves  et  dans  les  |)rtMniers  mois  de 
1Jf22,  plusieurs  venters  ont  ete  effeetuees  ouverte- 
inent  et  les  gardiiMis  de  Toctroi  du  loi  du  llcdjaz 
out  preleve  sur  cIukluc  venle  un  droit  de  10  0/0 
au  profit  du  Tresor.  Les  nialheunMix  mis  ainsi  en 
vente  etaient  de  jtMines  garc;ons  (]<'stines  a  hure 
des  eunuques,  ou  des  j(uincs  lilies  et  des  jeune.s 
fenimes  pour  les  harems. 

Deux  avisos  anglais  et  un  aviso  franeais,  le 
/vR'^^y/,  ont  surveille  Ires  activemeul  la  c6te  ara^ 
bique  pendant  les  (l(*rniers  mois  de  1922.  Des  fends 
assez  considerahl(\s  ont  ete  mis  a  la  dispositioa 
des  iigeiiLs  fraiujais  el  anglais  de  ces  regions, j)our 
leur  periTiettre  d'obtenir  des  indications  sur  les 
debai'ipienuMds  claiiiii^slins  d'esclavc^s  sur  la  cote 
(LArabie ;  cette  surveillance  (d  les  diflerents 
movens  emnloves  ont  du  avoir  une  efficarit6  sa- 
lisfqisantc  puis(pie,  de|)uis  quel(jue  tenq^s,  aucuii 
convoi  n'a  etc  >ignale. 

Ce  court  expose  ach(3ve  de  caracteriser  la  cam- 
pagnede  presse  cpie  nous  avons  sigiialee,  et  il  est 
difficili*  de  compi'endri'  que  li*s  jouinaux  londo- 
niens  prcconisaient  comine  prinri|>fil  I'cmf de  h  la 
Iraite  en  l^lliiopie,  (rinlerdirt*  riinportalion  des 
amies  en  Abyssinie. 

II  y  a  ((M'tainemenl  iMdre  les  mains  des  Aliys- 
^ins,  acluellement,  plus  de  3(10.000  fusils dcj^utM'ie. 
Les  quelques  soldals  revoltcs  qui  se  sont  livres  a 
des  coups  de  mains  sur  les  Iribns  ncgres  de  la 
plaine  du  Haut-Nil,  netaient  pas  mciner>n  au  l(^)tal, 
operant  par  petits  groupes  a  grande  distance  les 
luis  <les  aulres  et  sans  liaison  entre  eux. 

11  serait  plus  logiqdc,  au  eontraire,  dc  laisser  le 
(louvernement  abyssin  s'approvisionner  crarmci 
|)our  renouveler  libremeid  rarnienu  nt  des  trou|)es 
regulieivs,  destinees  a  exerccr  une  police  li)UJoui*s 
[)lus  efficace  sur  toutes  les  frontieres  de  I  Empirc, 

Pourcpioi  dun  c(Me  de  la  iner  Uouge  ces  suspi- 
cions, C(5S  recits  (\\ageres,  celle  cainp/igne  sysl<''- 
mati<pie  contr^  un  peuple  chrelien,  parnii  lequel 
rhacun  pent  alter  el  venir  sans  lisipies,  et  qui 
Miontrea  loute  occasion  sa  bonne  voloide  a  s'adap- 
ter  aux  coutumes  des  pays  les  plus  civilises,  tandia 
qu'en  Arabic  et  dans  les  territoires  environnanls, 
dans  des  regions  d'iidluence  ou  de  mandat  anglaiii. 
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(lout  la  pliipaii  des  cliefs  sonl  .subveiilioiuies  j)ar 
rAnglelt'rre  el  souvent  proteges  par  les  annes  bri- 
tannicjuos  conlre  h^s  sentiniejitj^  des  populations 
8ur  lesciuclles  ils  regueul,  les  agents  du  Pouvoir 
central  prel^venl  officieUemeul  la  dime  sur  le 
marche  uux  esclaves  sans  provociuer  la  moindre 
prolestatioii : 

l^ourquoi  taut  de  clanieurs  coulre  rElhiopie, 
fandls  que  sur  la  cole  en  face,  au  petit  village  de 
Ilueys,  tout  voisiu  du  port  de  Djeddali,  des  car- 
gaisous  lainiaiues  soul  d6barqu('*es  et  vendues  sous 
roeil  allellli^f  des  douaniers?  Coci  ne  se  passe  pas 
dans  des  regions  niloli(iues,  a  l.^iOO  kilotuefres  Ucs 
rives  de  la  nier  llouge! 

Dans  les  harems  du  Hedjaz  eL  des  aulres  parties 
de  I'Arabae,  dans  ceux  de  Meso[)ofainie,  pays  sous 
inaiidat  anglais,  les/femuics  et  les  eunu{|ues  n'ont, 
poup  la  grande  uiajorite,  pas  d  autre  origine.  Si 
Ion  veut  exceptor  les  feninicset  ue  [)as  recliercher 
la  cause  de  leur  i)resence,  il  n'en  est  pas  de  mOme 
des  cunu(ines.  II  est  difficile  de  prelendre  qu'un 
eunu(jue  ii'(*st  pas  un  esclave.  On  n'embrasse  pas 
la  carrierc  d'eunuque  coninie  celle  de  notaire,  bieu 
(]ue  la  situation  soil  de  tout  repos,  dit-on.  Ccpen- 
(lant,  nous  n'avons  point  lu  de  protestations  ema- 
nanl  de  Topinion  anglaise  alaimee,  pour  suppii- 
mei'  cetto  pratique  uioastrueuse  ou  pour  inlerdire 
la  presenre  d'ennucjues  dans  les  pays  h  mandats. 

II  n'y  a  ni  harems  ni  euuuques  en  Ethioi)ie. 

Peut-on  affirmer  d'aulre  {xirt,  que  dans  la  Colo- 
nie  llalicnne  de  Trijjolitaine,  chez  le  Snoussi,  jiar 
cxeniple,  il  u'y  ait  point  de  harcuis  garuis,  pour 
une  ccrUiine  proportion,  de  femmes  achet^M's 
coiTuue  csclaves  el  gardfies  pai*  des  euiiu(jues?  Ne 
pourrious-nous  point  decouvrir  d'autres  exeniples 
aussi  fdchoux  parmi  les  gran<ls  ch(»fs  de  tribus 
(pii  jouis-sent  encore  dans  les  regions  reculees  de 
rAfri(|ue  d'une  semi-independancc,  el  dont  les 
terriloires  font  c^^pendant  pailie  int^grante  do  co- 
lonies europeenues?  Le  Delegue  du/Porlugal  a  la 
Soci6le  des  Nations  a  eu  raison  de  [Molester  conlre 
une  eufnidte  rpii  anrail  uni(|n(*mfnt  r6v6le  une 
silualion  conlre  lai|uollo  hvs  piiissances  euro- 
pecnnos  intores^ees  sonl  (mcorq  inaqKibles  de 
r(^ngir. 

(]lia(|nr  join',  la  pi''nelrntion^)lus  coinplMe  de 
cos  regions  des  confins  des  colonies  enro]>eennes 
afrirainc^s  pni*  des  voies  dc  communirations  fro- 
quontees,  fail  recuin-  le  flean  d(*  resclnvage. 

L'elud'e  de  la  (luestion  de  lesclavage,  non  seu- 
lemenl  en  Afriqne  niais  en  Asie,  est  opportune, 
mais  il  v  a  quelqne  chose  (rinnniliant  pour  Tes- 
pril  de  solidariU'}  europeonne,  a  conslabM*  que  des 
uations  (rEurope  n'elevont  des  ])rotestalioi'is 
bruyamiiioni  indlguees  (|ue  lorsqu'il  s'agit  de 
masquer  des  ambitions  (lifficilos  h  avou(M'  poor 
lo  mom  (Mil. 

II  faul  souluiiler  (pie  la  Soiis-Connnission  nom- 
inee par  la  S.  D.  N.  aborde  la  ([ueslion  de  Tcsrla- 
vage  dans  (ous  les  pays  on  rlh^  sc  pose  encore, 
avoc  cello  imi)drlialile  el  civile  integrile  qui  jirr- 
meltront  seules  do  preconiser,  avec  Taulorite  no- 
cesi^aire.  des  solutions  do  bon  sons. 


(Juc  pcut  pcnser  un  Elhiopion  oclairo  —  el  it 
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en  a  —  devani  coUe  campagne  si  violcnte  et  sur- 
toul  si  int6ress6e  men6e  par  TAngleterre  conlre 
son  pays,  en  voyant  ce  qui  se  [)asse  de  Tautre  c6l6 
de  la  Mer  Rouge,  on  Arable  el  jusqu'anx  confins 
de  riude;  ou  bieu  lorscpfil  lit  la  statistique  pu- 
bliee  dornif^rement  par  le  Netc-York  Herald  des 
cas  de  lynchages  de  n^gres  releves  pour  TannSe 
1922  aux  Elats-Unis?  Cinquanle-sept  de  ces  mal- 
heureux  onl  ete  tortures,  sup[)licies,  massacres, 
en  1922,  j)ar  la  po[)ulace  d'un  grand  nond>re  de 
villes  dos  Elats-Unis,  c'est-ii-dire  quit  y  eut  chaque 
dimancho  et  mc^mo  certains  jours  de  fi^les  un  mas- 
sacre organise  dans  ipielque  endroit  de  la  grande 
It^publique  par  une  populace  d6chainec!  Que  pen- 
sera  ce  jui^me  Abyssin  auquel  on  reproche  l(*s  dix 
ou  vin«2;l  brigands  qui  out  fail  des  coups  de  mains 
dans  raiuieo,  lorsqu'il  lira  dans  ces  nn^mes  jour- 
naux  qu'aux  Etats-Unis,  une  Association  nom- 
breuse  de  ciloyens,  les  Ku-Klux-Klan,  out  \nii\e 
pendant  celle  mi^nie  annee  1922  la  plus  grande 
cath^dnde  du  Canada  el  plus  de  dix  ^glises  ou 
convents,  et  qu'ils  se  saisissent  des  gens  i)aisibles 
pour  les  torturer  impunement! 

Que  pourra  penser  encore  noire  Abyssin  en  li- 
sant  les  alrocites  qui  se  porpeluent  en  Irlande?.., 
Qnolles  seront  ses  reflexions  en  lisanl  ce  qui  se 
passe  en  Ilussic  des  Soviets?. .. 

II  est  temps,  en  effet,  que  la  Societe  des  Nations 
s'emparo  de  cclte  (juestion  de  Tesclavage,  mais, 
en  attendant  (jue  les  enqudtes  officielles  difficiles 
el  tongues  soieut  failes'et  v6rifi6es,  il  faul  (jue  le 
Gouvernemenl  fran(;ais  rende  permanents  les 
moyens  <le  surveillance  et  de  ivnseignements 
dans  sa  colouie  de  la  C<Me  des  Somalis. 

11  faul  quit  dote  Djibouti  dune  petite  unite  na- 
vale  rapide,  pouvant  prendre  la  mer  sans  delai, 
peu  couleuse  h  tonir  arm^e  el  dont  Tam^nage- 
menl  sera  sp6cialemenl , adapts  au  climat  torride 
de  la  region,  de  fac^on  ft  ne  pas  imposor  h  lYqui- 
page  dos  fatigues  excessives.  Si  Ion  complete  ce 
moyen  d'action,  le  seul  efficace  a  noire  sens,  par 
des  credits  suffisants,  pour  entrc^onir  un  r^seau 
d'iiidicateurs  dans  les  parages  du  golfe  de  Tad- 
joura,  I  efficacile  de  Tunit^  navale  envisag^e  sera 
aussi  complete  que  possible. 

L'entretien  d'une  garnison  d^"^  troupes  indigenes 
i  Tadjoura  nu^me,  ainsi  que  (juelcpies-uns  le  pre- 
conisont,  sorail  ft  notre  avis  une  dep(^nse  excessive 
el  qui  no  donnerail  pas  los  rosultats  attendus.  En 
offel,  pour  los  conlrebandiers,  sui*  une  cote  aussi 
desortique  et  inhospitali^re  quo  oelle  (pii  nous 
interesse,  c'est  une  bonne  fortune  de  savoir  que  la 
garnison  el  les  posies  de  surveillance  habilont  h 
lot  on  tel  endroit  ;  Ton  pout  operer  alors  en  toule 
seen  rile  a  une  distance  suffisante  de  ces  poiqts 
oonnus. 

Mais,  pour  faoiliter  encore  la  surveillance  du 
toiri'oire  ot  dos  rives  de  noire  Colonic  de  la  Cot(5 
dos  Somalis,  il  serait  aussi  opportun  qu'urgenl  de 
fain^  ilisparaitre  une  anomalie  dans  la  silualion 
(los  tcpritoires  qui  composent  noire  Colonic.  Nous 
faisoMs  allusion  k  la  situation  acluello  du  Sullanal 
do  Tadjoura,  cpii  ne  saurait  se  peri)6tuer  sous 
coll(^  forme  do  Prolectorat  sans  inconvenient  pour 
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notre  autorit6  morale  et  pour  la  surveiUance 
efficaco  de  la  r^'gion. 

l/ent relic u  d'uiio  petite  uiiit6  navale  adaptive  a 
ce  service  special  de  police  et  de  poursuile  des 
boutres  faisant  la  conirebande  des  esclaA'es  ou 
aulres,  retablissemcnt  d'un  service  de  renseigiie- 
menls  Airig6  d'une  fa(;oii  independaiite  el  6ner- 
gi(|ue,  ayanl  des  moyeris  a  sa  disposition,  voili 
I'efl'ort  minimum  que  la  France  doil  faire  pour  se 
meltre  a  I'abri  de  loute  criticjue  et  pour  contri- 
buer  efficacemcnt,  avec  les  ^If'ments  de  la  flotte 
auglaise  de  la  Mer  Rouge,  £i  la  repression  de  Tes- 
clavage  dans  ces  parages. 

II  n'est  [)as  douteux  que  le  Ras  Tafari,  qui  a 
montre  pendant  ces  derni^res  annees  une  si 
grande  Anergic  dans  la  repression  de  I'esclavage 
dans  FEmpire  d'Ethiopie,  soil  encourage  par  les 
efforts  el  les  mesures  qiie  nous  prendrons  de  noire 
cole;  les  decisions  dc  la  S.  D.  N.  et  les  solutions 
qu'elles  preconiseront  seront  (5g£tlemenl  d'autant 
plus  faciles  a  appliquer. 


4k 


Li'Angleterre  redouble  d*activlt6  en 
Bthlopie,  car  tenir  le  Nil,  c'est  teolr 
IBgypte. 

La  campagne  si  vivc  donl  nous  venons  de  par- 
ler,  men6e  dans  tous  les  journaux  anglais  au  prin- 
iemps  11)22  centre  Tesclavage  on  Ethiopie  parall, 
depuis  quelque  temps  dejA,  avoir  616  remplac6e 
dans  la  presse  britannique  par  des  articles  d'un 
ton  tout  different. 

11  n'est  plus  question  d^osclavage,  mais  des 
notes  aimables  pour  le  Has  Tafari,  Regent  diN 
FEmpire,  Herilier  du  Tnine,  ont  616  reproduites 
par  tous  les  journaux  anglais  h  Foccasion  de  la 
visiU^  du  Ras  a  Aden,  a  la  fin  du  mois  d'octobre 
dernier. 

Depuis  celle  epoque,  de  courtes  informations 
ont  paru  dans  la  gmnde  presse  de  Londres,  rela- 
tant  le  bruit  que  Zeilah,  rade  ouvertc  silu6e  ft 
80  kilometres  etiviron  de  Djibouti,  en  Somalie 
anglaise,  semit  c6de  k  rKlhiopie  conlre  certains 
avantages  consenlis  par  TEthiopie  a  FAngleterre. 

D'autres  notes  plus  recentes  parlenl  en  termes 
vagues'  (Fune  expedition  abyssine  dirig6c  centre 
les  llabr-Youmis,  tribus  somalis  trfes  guerriferos, 
etablies  sur  la  frontifere  anglo-6lhiopienne  du  sud 
du  plateau  abyssin  et  (|ui  furent  toujours  les  plus 
ardents  partisans  du  Moullah,  le  Chef  Somali  que 
les  Anglais  ont  essay6  sans  surcfes  de  comlMitlre 
pendant  longtemps.  Pour  6tre  agr6ables  k  FAngle- 
terre, les  troupes  abyssines  iraient  chAtier  cette 
tribu  inimitable. 

Mais,  Addis-Abeba,  la  capitale  abyssine,  est 
F6cho  de  racontars  encore  plus  6tonnanls  qui 
nous  r6vfelent  une  situation  suffisamment  s6- 
rieuse  pour  6tre  enregistr6e. 

II  n'est  pas  trfes  difficile  de  d6gager  la  v6rit6  au 
milieu  de  toutes  ces  nouvelles.  La  situation  de 
FAngleterre.    en    Egyple    et  au    Soudan   Anglo- 


Egyptien,  ne  s'esl  pas  amelioree  depuis  deux  ans 
et  Finfluence  anglaise*.  rencontre  des  difficultt^s 
toujours  renouvelees  et  accenluees  eii  M^sopo- 
tamie,  en  Transjordanie,  aussi  bicn  qu'fi.  Jerusa- 
lem et  en  Ambie.  Nous  avons  signale  cette  situa- 
tion dans  de  precedents  nrlicles  et  nous  avons 
montr6  quel  allrait  irr6sislible  le  plateau  abyssin 
a  pour  les  personnalit6s  anglaises  qui  diriment  la 
politi(|ue  de  ce  pays  cmi  Egyple  ol  au  Soudan. 
L'arriere-pens6e  de  ces  experls  anglais  est,  ccrtai- 
nement,  (]u'une  Etbiopie  libre  est  d'un  mauvais 
exemple  pour  les  populations  egyptiennes.,. 

Les  plaines  brulanles  de  In  frontifere  du  Soudan 
et  de  FEthiopie,  du  c6te  de  la  vall^^e  du  Nil  Bleu, 
les  plaines  marecageuses  et  dangereuses  h.  habiler 
de  la  vall6e  du  Baro  du  c6te  de  (lambella,  les  r6- 
gions  desertiques  du  Su^,  duc(*)te  du  lac  Uodolphe, 
incitent  le  Gouvernement  militaire  dii  Soudan 
anglo-egyption  h  recliercher  sans  repit  toutes  les 
occasions  d'installer  ses  posies  militaires  toujours 
plus  en  avant  et  h,  une  altitude^  toujours  plus  elc- 
vee  sur  le  plateau  abyssin  mi^ine.  Pour  b'gilimer 
cette  progression  de  termites  moutant  a  lasseut 
des  murailles  de  la  citadelle  ethiopienne,  Faction 
diplomatique  anglaise  est  sans  relAche  fi  la  re- 
cherche de  pretexles  nouveaux.  / 

Nous  avons  connu  les  espoirs  fond^s  par  Fin- 
fluence anglaise  sur  FAbyssinian  Corporation,  en 
1920  et  1921,  puis  la  visile  a  Addis-Abeba  de  Sir 
Frederic  Lugard,  ancien  Gouverneur  de  la  Nigeria, 
nomm6  vice-i)r6sideut  de  TAbyssinian  Cor[3ora- 
tion,  et  du  Colonel  Sandford.  Aprfes  un  temps  d'or- 
r6t  ])rovo<ju6  par  la  crise  gen6ralc,  au  coaunence* 
ment  de  1922  le  Colonel  Sandford  revienl  en  mis- 
sion h  Addis-Abeba  avec  son  fameux  plan  d'ac- 
tion  et  d'organisation  de  FEtluopie,  qu'il  dit  6lre 
en  concordance  avec  les  vues  du JGuuuv^mement 
du  Soudmi  '^TTprlo-Egyptlen  et  du  Foreign  Offici\ 
Ce  plan,  qui  n'etail  en  somme  qu'uno  mainmise 
d6guis6e  sur  TElhiopie  par  FAngleterre,  offrait 
cependant  h  FItalie  et  a  la  France  une  association 

aue  cerUiines  dispositions  du  texte  s'effoin^aient 
e  rendre  attrayaate.  Mais,  les  bases  de  ce  plan 
6taient  d*un  c6t6,  F6tablissement  des  posies  mili- 
taires anglais  ^  Touest,  a  Bour^,  sur  le  jdateau 
abyssin  et,  de  Faulre  c6t6 — c6l6'  Mer  Rouge,  — 
Finteniationalisaliou  de  la  Compagnio  du  clicmin 
de  fer  Iranro-ethiopien  et  cplle  de  la  villi*  et  du 
port  di3  Djibouti...  ^• 

Ces  propositions  si  complfiles/  et  en  m6mc 
temps  un  pen  na'ives,  ne  rencontrt^rent  /luUe  part 
un  accueil  encourogeant;  aujouixl'hui,  on  essaie 
autre  chose. 

A  loccAsion  du  voyage  de  Ras  Tafari  a  Aden,  le 
l*"'  novembre  dernier,  on  laisse  entendre,  dans 
Fentourage  du  Ras,  que  FAngleterre  c6derail  vo- 
lontiers  son  port  de  Zeilah  a  FEthiopie  a  la  condi- 
tion qu'un  chemin  de  fer  partant  de  Zeilah  et  se 
dirigeant  au  sud  de  la  province  d'Hairar  et  de 
Djidjiga  serait  aulorise,  comme  trace,  &  contour- 
ner  les  rebonls  du  plateau  abyssin  du  Sud-Ouest 
iusqu'au  Nord  du  lac  Rodolphe  pour,  de  U,  gagner 
FOugaiida. 

Celle  fantastique  et  fantaisiste  voie  ferr6ede  quel- 
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que  1.800  kiloiiiMres  dc  1()ii;j:  a  Iravers  l(»s  regions 
lesiiioiiis  peuplees  de  rElhiopit^  serail  coiiime  une 
ROi'te  (le  colliei'  (l(*  force  ([ue  I'oii  ijasserail  a 
I'Kriipire  KUiiophMi.  Lii  lei  dieiiiln  de  ter  aurail 
6galeiuent  I'avaulage  d'arri^ler  definilivemeni 
rex|>a!ision  de  iiiifliieiirj^  ifalienne  vers'  Ii*  pla- 
teau ahyssiu  el  de  eonfiiier,  poui*  loujoiu's,  I  Italie 
dans  les  refj^ions  pauvres  el  an  eliinal  Irop  rude 
de  la  Sonialii^  ilalienue. 

L'Angleterre  {)eiise,  [)ar  revoealioii  dun  pareil 
projel,  flalier  rorjj^ueii  elhio|)ieii  en  offraul  a  cr 
pays  une  issue  a  la  iner  sur  un  [)oinf  de  la  c(Me 
baltu  par  tons  les  veMs  (?l  sans  abri  nalurel. 

I^^iidani  (|ue  res  bruils  ridicules  courent,  sans 
que  Ion  puisse  savoir  qui  les  a  lances.  Ton  voit 
arriver  de  nonveau  a  Addis-Abeba  M.  (]h.  F.  Rev, 
aneien  AjrenI  du  Foreign  Office,  ancien  DireoLeur 
de  TAbyssinian  ('orporalion,  (pii  vient  plus  ou 
moins  en  bxirisb*.  niais,  fail  passer,  dil-on,  an 
lias  Tafari,  un  nouv(»au  plan  de  reorganisation  de 
rFllnopie,  le  plan  prepare^  [)ar  le  ColoneJ  Sandford 
ayant  p(nu  inipiiident  a  sortir  de  nouveau. 

Knfiu,  1(^26  Janvier  dernier,  debarque  a  Addis- 
Alii^lxi  S.  John  Lanc^-IIarringlon.  ancien  Minisln^ 
d*Angl(*terre  a  Addis-. \b(4)a,  sous  le  regne  d(* 
rFnij)ereur  Menelik  II.  Le  ColoncH  llarringlon  a 
obtenu,  sous  le  regin*  de  TEmpenMn'  Menelik  II. 
de8  r^snllats  dij»loniati([ues  renianpiables;  cesl 
lui  (jui  a  signe  touU*  une  s(^rie  dactes  diploma- 
Liciues  soil  avec  FKlhiopie.  sorit  aAec  la  France  et 
Iftalie,  relalifs  h  cette  longue  [)eriode  (|ui  s'etend 
de  Taanee  iiiOO  jusqu'a  la  niorl  de  Menelik. 

L'arrivee  h  Addis-Abeba  de  S.  John  F.ane  llar- 
ringlon jelle.  nn(^  clarte  sj)eciale  sur  I'activile 
actuelle  de  rAngieternv  Nous  dislinguons  nelle- 
inent  mainlenani  quelle  est  la  prcoc^upalion  la 
plus  ininiediale  de  rAngleterre  en  Klhiopie.  bi 
question  de  Zeilah  et  le  projel  de  construction 
d'un  chemin  iU'  fer  enlourant  IKthiopie  au  Sud- 
Ouesl  (*t  au  Sud,  la  reorganisalion  de  rFthiopie 
ue  soul  destines  ipi'a  agiler  favorableinent  I'opi- 
fiion  pnbli(pie  dans  ce  pays,  alors  qn'il  sVigil  pour 
TAngh^lei'i'e  d'oblenir  deux  choses  iniportanles  : 
Inuisferer  de  (jiambella.  endroit  lualsain  ekabli  au 
point  ON  le  Haro  di^vienf  navigable  dans  la  plaine 
du  Nil  Hlanc,  /ivlioure  en  plein  f)laleau  (lalla,  a 
1800  metres  d'altilude,  h*  poste  mililaire  du  (iou- 
verneinenf  anglinsoudanais,  el  decider  le  Gouver- 
neinenl  {ibyssiii,  le  Has  Tafai'i  el  la  Heine*  a  a|)p()r- 
ler  une  legire  modifieation  a  Tarticle  3  du  tmife 
anglo-ethiopien  du  lo  mai  1!K)2,  ainsi  con^^u  : 
«  S.  M.  ri.lTip(Teur  Menelik  II,  roi  des  rois  d'Flhio- 
pio,  s'engage  envers  le  (iouvernemenl  de  Sa 
Majesty  Hiilainiifpu'.  ;\  ne  pas  construire  ni  per- 
meltre  de  construire  sur  le  Nil  Hleu,  h'  lac  Tsana 
ou  le  Sobal  d'onvrage  quelconque  pijuvant  g{^n(M* 
la  marche  de  leur  cours  vers  le  Nil,  h  nioins  d'en- 
U*[it(*  aver  le  (jouvcMnenient  de  Sa  Majesle  Britan- 
niqno  et  le  Gouvernement  du  Soudan.  » 

Les  derniers  mots  de  cet  article  3  u  el  le  Gou- 
vernenieni  duSiaidan  »  serai(Mit  supprimes,  c'esl- 
i-dire  cju'il  ne  serait  plus  (|U(»stion  du  Gouverne- 
ment du  Soudan  et  que  TKIhiopie  ne  s'engagerait 
plus  k  ne  \)as  construire   ni  perniettre    de  cons- 


truire, etc...  (pie  vis-a-vis  du  (louviTiKMnent  de  Sa 
Majesle  Hritanniipie. 

Ce  Iraite  du  1:i  mai  l!)02  laissait  evidemnient  a 
lEgyple,  (pii  leclamc*  en  ce  moment  mchne  la 
conservation  de  ses  droits  sur  le  Soudan,  la  pos- 
sibilile  de  se  faire  entendre  sur  la  (pieslion  vitale 
|)()ur  I  lie  du  libre  6coul(4nent  des  eaux  du  Nil.  Si 
la  nouvellc*  redaction  etait  acceptee,  \c  Gouverne- 
miMit  ethioi)ien  commettrail  evideinment  un  acle 
pen  amical  vis-a-vis  de  TLgypte  et  de  son  Soudan, 
el  se  ferait  le  moilleur  artisan  de  la  polili(jue 
anglaise  conlre  les  as[)irations  nationales  du 
peuple  egypli(Mi. 

La  venue  si  inopinee  a  Addis-Abeba  de  S.  John 
Lane  Harrington  indique  tout  le  pri\  (|ue  I'Angle- 
terre  attache  a  cette  negociation.  S.  John  Lan(» 
Harrington  a  conserve  des  relations  precieuses 
au[)res  de  (juel(|ues  grands  chefs  (|ui  ont  servi 
sous  les  ordres  de  rKm|)ereur  Menelik  et  Ton 
couipLe  sui'  son  influence  pour  endormir  les  sus- 
ce|>tibilites  ethiopiennes  sur  ces  deux  points  deli- 
cats  :  autorisalion  de  faire  des  Iravaux  formi- 
dables  au  lac  Tsana,  a  la  sortie  du  Nil  Bleu  de  ce 
lac,  et  elablissement  des  trou|)es  du  Soudan  anglo 
egyptien  a  Houre  sur  le  plateau  lui-mt^UH*. 

Pour  que  le  Gouvernenieid  abyssin  trouve  un 
inleret  special  a  imi*  pareille  modification  du 
traile  du  \l\  mai  1!)02,  les  agents  diplomaticpies 
anglais  lui  parlent  (mi  nn^me  temps  de  la  constitu- 
tion d'une  Compagni(^  Internationale  (?)  j>our  la 
rrgularisation  du  lac  Tsana.  (^elte  acliofi  politique, 
sous  le  convert  d'uiu^  Conqwignie  Internationale, 
permottrait,  dans  Tesprit  de  ses  nuteurs.  d'ache- 
ler  plus  facilement  des  concours  j)armi  les  grands 
iAwis  Ethioj)iens. 

II  suffit  d'enoncer  ce  projel  de  la  ('om|)agnie 
Internationale  et  d*en  inditpiei  U'  but;  il  est  inu- 
tile d'en  etudier  les  details. 

Dans  ce  vaste  programme  (Taction  brilarmi(pie 
en  Ethioj)ie,  il  y  a,  dans  la  piMis^^e  de  ses  aHleurs, 
d(^  quoi  tenter  les  ambitions  (h*  chacun  des  Chefs 
en  Elhiopie,  mais  ce  serait  faire  injui'e  a  Son 
Altessc  le  lias  Tafari  de  croire  (jue  son  ex|)erience, 
sa  finesse^  et  son  patriotisuie  pourraient  ^Ire  mis 
en  defaul  et  (ju'il  se  laisserail  sc'duire  par  d(* 
pareilles  propositions. 

Cependant  il  faul  constate i*  (pu*  les  emissaires 
anglais  out  su  choisir  le  momt^nt  le  plus  propic(* 
pour  (^ssayer  de  jeler  le  trouble  dans  les  difft^rents 
milieux  du  Gouvernement  Abvssin. 

On  o|)pose  souveni  Tlmperatrice  au  K&s,  I'lni- 
pei'atrice  repr6senlant  le  vieux  parti  abyssin.  sou- 
tenu  par  le  Clerg6,  W  lUis  voulant  faire  franchir 
d'un  [)as  plus  rapide  a  son  peuple  la  distance  qui 
le  separe  des  pr(3ced(}s  economiques  et  poliliques 
des  pays  europ6ens. 

Ku  realit(',  les  id(^es  de  la  Reine  et  celles  du  Has 
divergent  ([uelquefois  par  des  nuances,  mais 
Taccord  entre  ces  deux  testes  du  Gouvernement 
alnssin  se  faisait  toujours  facilement  sous  la  haute 
infUumce  de  TAbouna  Matheos,  le  Ch(»f  Sui)rt^iiie 
des  eglises  de  tout^  TEthiopie.  Or,  fais/mt  excej)- 
tion  aux  plus  vieilles  traditions  ethiopiennes, 
TAbouna  Matheos  est  en  ce  moment  au  Caire  oii 
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sou  elat  le  coadamiie  a  aller  consullor  (Les  iji6de- 
cias  8j>eciali»les. 

Le  FiUiorari  Apt<'*  <i«iorfj:ius,  le  jj^mnd  Chef 
miliUiire  dc  rEin[)irr.  Ic  bras  droit  de  rEinpereui' 
M6aelik,  douL  les  conseiLs  soul  loujours  ecoules 
par  riinpnmtrice  (4  par  \v  Has,  c^sl  efj^alemeiil 
absent  de  la  capitahv,  il  «st  parii  pour  visitor  les 
pi-ovinces  du  Sud  de  rKlliiopie,  du  Bomiia.  II  s'y 
achemine  tres  Icnteinent  et  d  ii'est  encore  campe 
qu  a  quelques  jours  d'Addis-Alx^ba. 

La  coiicordaue^  de  tous  ces  fails  est  peutrelre 
foptuile,  inais  pour  les  gens  au  rourant  des  choses 
abyssines,  il  est  perniis  de  penser  que  rElhio[)ie 
traverse  en  ce  nioiiK^nt  une  periode  asscz  danj^e- 
rcHise  pour  la  defens<*  de  son  independance. 

Le  lias  Tafari  sani'a  certainenient  dejou(^r  toules 
les  intrigues  dout  nous  avons  les  eclios.  Du  liaut 
de  ce  [>oste  d'observalion  admiraJ)le  qu'esl  le 
plati^.au  abyssiu,  le  Has  Pafari  observe  sans  cess(» 
oe  qui  se  |>asse  au  Soudan  el  en  Egypte.  II  se  sou- 
viont  que  ses  anci^ln^s  ont  donnc^,  h  celle  Egypte, 
il  y  a  (jueUpies  luilliers  (rfuin6es,  ses  rois  les  plus 
faineux ;  il  observe  aussi  ce  (jue  devieniienl  de 
Taulre  c6te  de  la  Mer  Rouge,  en  Aral>io:  en  M6so- 
polamie,  Tinfluence  et  le  maiidal  anglais,  il  n'on- 
blie  pas  que  le  roi  Fey(;al,  coniiue  le  rej)ete  le 
Daily  Express  de  Londres.  dans  son  nuniero  du 
7  fevrier  dernier,  ne  se  soulient  parnii  les  Iribus 
ai-ab4*s  dc  MesoiX)lainie  que  grace  aux  baVoinielles 
anglaises  et  aux  avions  anglais. 

De  sa  uionlagne  dominant  la  Mer  llouge,  Ic 
Ras  Tafari  a  pu,  liier,  voir  debaitjuer  a  Djeddah, 
d'un  Imt-ean  anglais,  le  Sultan  de  Turquie  d^chu, 
fuyant  Constantinopbs  chasse  par  son  peuple  (|ui 
Taccuse  dc  s'6Lre  abandouiie  aux  mains  des 
Anglais...  Le  Conseiller  OiitMdal  de  la  Legation 
d'Anpleterre,  M.  P.  Za[)liyro,  revenu  ^  Addis- 
Abeba  le  29  d6renibre  dernier  avec  le  Ministn^ 
d'Angleterre,  Claude  Russell,  pourra  raconlcr  au 
Has  que,  pendant  son  C4^>nge  passe  chez  lui,  a 
Athenes,  il  a  vu  fusilier  cinq  ou  six  Ministres  du 
Gouvernement  du  Roi  Constantin  desliluc^*,  pour 
n'avoir  pas  su  resister  aux  suggestions  augimses 
qui  oai  nieue  la  (Jr^oe  au  de^iasli*e. 

Asonretonrdu  Caiiv,  TAbonna  Matheos  pourra, 
lui  anssi,  dire  a  la  K(*ine  et  au  Has  Tafari,  (ju'il  a 
vu  les  Ministres  du  Gouveraement  6gyptien  obli- 
ges de  d^niissionncj',  |>arce  qu'ils  ne  pouvaient 
pas  faire  accepter  jwr  Ic  iiiarechal  Allenby,  com- 
niandanf  les  ti-oupes  anglaises  d'occupation  en 
Egypte,  les  vues  du  pcu|)lc  egyptien  sur  le  Sou- 
dan. 

Mais  il  nest  pas  besoin  dun  faisci^au  pareil  de 
fails  poui-  rappeler  aux  dirig(Mnts  actuels  de 
I'Empire  d'Etbiopie  les*  dangers  de  la  politi((ue 
anglaise  pour  les  Rois,  les  Sultans,  les  Gouveme- 
nients  ou  les  Ministres...  I^a  prud(*nce  et  la  finesse 
dont  le  Ras  Tafari  a  fail  preuve  invariablcment 
depuis  (ju'il  a  pvis  le  pouvoir,  sont  un  sfir  garant 
que  I'assaut  des  impatiences  britanni(|ues  sera  Icnu 
en  6cJiec  et  s*6vAQ0uira  avaal  iu  prochaiue  saison 
des  pluies. 

Cn.vRLKs  Michel-GAte. 


UNE  OPINION  BRITANNIQUE 


La  campagnt'  d'origine  britannhjuc  qui  avail  (M6  aaionve 
Tan  dernier  contn'  1  Etliiopie  wur  le  terrain  <!(»  re»clava^c  di 
que  le  Comile  de  I'Al'rique  francaise  a  enrayee  en  proj<itant 
sur  elle  les  vives  lumieres  que  Toti  sail,  se  fail  entendre 
encore  quelquefois  dans  certains  organes  anglais  ou  suisses. 

Voici  pourtaril  un  avis  enrieux.  Nous  le  detarhons  dune 
interessante  (^lude  intilnl^e  «  Abyssinia  of  lo-day  »,  par 
M.  C.  F.  Hey  el  parue  dans  le  Jiturnal  of  the  African  Socteiy 
(juillet  1922  a  Janvier  1923)  L'anleur,  doni  rarlicle  ci- 
dessus  fail  eonnailre  les  visees  poliliques  sur  I'Elhiopie, 
n'a  \m  s'empeclier  d'y  niellre  en  Innii^n^  les  diffieultes  de  la 
(jueslion  (d  les  efforts  Ires  efficaces  accomplis  par  le  gou- 
verneraenl  ethiopien  pour  metlre  fin  k  \iowU'^  lew  critiques 
(jui  lui  ont  ete  adressees  k  propos  de  lu  traile  des  esclaves. 

Le  grand  clefaut  de  I'Abyssinie,  c'est  Texistence 
de  la  Iraite  des  esclaves  el  les  la/zias  dans  les  dis- 
tricts iiiuilroplu»s. 

Je  n'ai  pas  rintention  de  trailer  a  fond  celle 
(|ueslion,  car  je  sais  (pic  c'esl  un  sujel  (]ui  preoc- 
cupe  tout  parliculieriMuent  le  lias  Tafari  dont  la 
situation  est  Ires  ])enible  en  raison  de  la  survi- 
vance  du  syst&nie  leodal;  il  fail  tout  ce  (|ui  est  en 
son  pouvoir  pour  Tabolir  el  je  ne  voudrais  pas, 
par  nies'  remar(]ues,  rendre  sa  Uche  plus  difficile 
(ju'elle  n'esl. 

La  ra/zia  d'estiaves  esl  tout  auti'e  chose  (|ue 
Tesclavage  domestiqne  dont  Texistence  n'est  pas 
limilee  a  TAbvssinie.  (]es  razzias,  c'est  un  devoir 
de  les  sni)prinier  si  elles  exislent  encore,  et  mal- 
beureusementelles  existent  en  Abyssiniequoiciu'on 
ait  publie  a  ce  sujel  certains  rapports  exageres. 
Opendant  elles  sent  encore  praticju^es  par 
qtf^lq^a^  chefs  d©«  contr^es  de  rinterieur  mal 
surveiflees  par  les  grands  (  hefs  ;  et  il  serait  int6- 
r6§«ant  d'etudienr  si  Ton  ne  pourrait  pas  obtenir 
des  resnlt/its  satisfaisants  en  renforcant  les  pou- 
voirs  du  Gouvernement  Central  de  telh^  facon  qu'il 
puisse  avoir  les  nioyens  effectifs  d'exener  un 
contr6le  plus  efficace  sur  les  regions  ^loipn^es  de 

la  i*egion. 

Pei-sonne.  dans  ce  |)ays,  ne  voudrait  aujourd'hui 
songer  a  defendre  la  tmite  des  (^sclaves,  mais  je 
voudrais  faire  remarijuer  que,  au  point  de  vue  da 
son  developpenient  social,  I'Abyssinie,  par  suile 
de  Slides  d'isolemenl,  esl  bien  en  nr^i^re  du  degr6 
de  civilisation  que  nous  avions  atteint  (jnand 
Tesclavage  existait  encore  dans  nos  socieU^s  et 
(jue  beauoiup  parmi  nous  luttaient  Apreraent 
cx>ntre  oeux  qui  voulaienl  I'abolir.  Ln  ju^eant  le 
ras  de  TAbyssinie,  souvenons-nous  de  cela  et  rap- 
pelons-noas  aiissi  (jue  ses  derniers  gouvernants 
au  lieu  de  lutlor  contre  I'abolition  de  Tesclavage 
ont  tous  depuis  Theodoros  jusciu'au  liegenf  acluel 
esBave  de  renraver,  bien  qu'il  ait  ete  en  dehors  du 
pouvoir  de  Men61ik  lui-ra6me  d'arriver  a  ce  rt^sul- 

tat. 

A  ce  propos,  tous  les  pouvernants  dont  il  s'agit 
ici  ont  public  des  6dils  sur  cetle  question  :  un  de 
nos  trait^s  de  1884  avec  le  roi  Johannes  lui  est 
enU>renient  consacr6  et  une  des  clauses  du 
faoveux  trait6  d*iJcciali  an  fail  uienlion. 

Toutefois,  Inaction  du  gouvernement  fut  Ir^a 
relAchee  pendant  les  dernieres  ann6es  du  ri^gne 
de  Menelik  a  cause  de  sa  maladie  ,  1  intrigue  et  les 
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lutles  se  domiereiil  libre  cours  duraiil  le  trisle 
ivgne  (le  Irois  aiis  de  Lidj  '\'assou ;  et  le  Regent 
aduel  a  herito  des  <liffi(ultes  de  sa  situation, 
njoul6es  h  celies  provenanl  du  regime  de  dualite 
dn  gouvernem(»nl  et,  jus(|ira  ces  deniiers  tenij)s, 
des  nu^nees  de  reni])ereur  en  fuite  et  de  ses  paiv 
lisans. 
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L'Espagne  au  Maroc 

ET  LA  QUESTION  DE  TANQER 


LA   DEKNIEEE    REOKGANISATION 
DE  LA  ZONE  ESPAONOLE 

Chaqiie  cliangement  de  haiit  coninii^^saire  a 
(He  acconipaj^ne  d'line  reorganisation  des  servi- 
ces adniinistratifs  et  niilitaires  de  la  zone  espa- 
gnole  comnie  si  on  voulait  les  adapter  aux  con- 
rl  it  ions  personnelles  du  nouveau  per^sonnage  ap- 
pele  a  en  diriger  les  destinies.  C*est  evideniment 
nil  pen  la  c'onse(juen<:e  du  fait  que,  lie  trouvant 
pas  de  haut  oommissaire  qui  fiit  a  la  taille  du 
Maroc,  on  essayait  d'aju«ster  le  Mar(K*  a  la  me- 
sure  du  haut  comniissaire.  Tj'operation,  si  sou- 
vent  renouvelee,  n'a  jamais  donn^  de  hons  resul- 
tats ;  niais  (|u'y  faire,  sinon  oontiuuer  ii  a<:>cu- 
muler  dtk:ret.s  sur  decrets?.  Le  nouveau  haut 
corrmiissaire  etant  un  civil,  il  a  done  fallu  pro- 
ceder  a  la  reorganisation  traditionnelle,  en  te- 
nant beaucoup  plus  compte  de  sa  condition 
d'homme  ])olitique,  d*ancien  ininistre  que  de  la 
situation  presente  de  la  zone,  et  surtout  trou- 
ver  une  formule  (pu  serait  oomme  une  bride  aux 
niilitaires. 

\'oici  le  nouveau  de<:ret,  signe  le  19  fevrier  : 

Le  liaiit-comniiftsaire  de  I'Espagne  au  Maroc,  dans 
rexercico  de  rinspertion  f|iie,  oomme  d^l^gu^  du  Gou- 
veruenient,  il  a  sur  les  antoritoB  et  services  niilitaireB 
daiiH  le«  deux  secteurs.  jouira  des  attributioriB  indique^es 
(•i-apr^>?,  sans  prrjudico  des  fac\ilt(^s  inh^rentes  au  com- 
niandement  que  confiei*vent  les  commandants  gf^ne^raux 
dans   ce   fpii    n  est    pas   d^fini   ci-dessous  : 

OpcTations.  —  Afin  de  maintenir  runit(^  d*action  n^ces- 
saire  dann  I 'action  pol'ticpie  et  militaire  k  d^velopper 
dans  left  secteurs  du  Protectorat,  Tinitiative  de  toutes  les 
ojx'rations  h  faire  appartient  au  haut  comniissaire,  la 
|>r(^paration  et  I'exf^cution  de  celles-ci  restant  de  la  com- 
p<'tenc<'  et  exclusive  reHponsahilit^  des  commandants 
pt'-n^raux    et    chefs    militnires. 

Si  les  commandants  f^cn^rnux  estiment  nc^cessaire 
d 'entreprendre  dans  jeur  juridiction  qijelque  operation 
militairo.  ils  soumettront  leiir  projet  h  Tapprohation  du 
haut  con)missaire,  dans  ses  lij^nes  gc^ndrales,  et  devront 
demander,    prc^alablernent    ^   Lexf^rution,   son   a«sentiment. 

Affaires  ft  forces  chrrifienncR.  —  Ktant  donno  la  mis. 
Rion  de  ces  forces,  les  bureaux  et  services  du  controle 
militaire,  le  service  dos  renseipnements  et  des  forces 
<*h(^rifienneR  subordonnf^es  k  rinspe(*tion  <T(^n(^rale  du  Con- 
trAle  militaire  et  des  troupes  oh^rifiennes,  qui  conti- 
nuera  h  agir  ronform^ment  aux  dispositions  du  d^cret 
royal  du  18  septembre  dernier,  d(^pendront  du  haut  com- 
missaire  qui  est  responsable  de  la  politique  k  suivre  dans 
les   secteurs   dn    Protectorat. 


Afin  de  maintenir  la  mobilit<3  n^cessaire  et  rautono- 
mie  indispensablii  pour  leur  permettre  de  reniplir  leur 
mission,  les  forces  oh^rifiennes  dependant  de  I'lnepection 
generale  lui  seront  directement  subordonn^es ;  c'est  d*ell© 
qu*elles  recevront  les  ordres  et  inspirations  qui  6manent 
du  haut  commissaire,  maintenunt  tou jours,  dans  I'ordrc 
laire,  avec  les  commandants  generaux,  les  rela- 
lons  et  la  dependance  qui  sent  du  devoir  de  toute  force  se 
trouvant  dans  une  region  d^termin^  envers  I'autorite 
qui    Y    exerce    le    commandement. 

Ijes  bureaux  de  I'lnspection  g^n^rale  ainsi  que  les  for- 
ces chcrifiennes  qui  resident  dans  les  positions  garnies 
par  des  forces  de  I'armee  d^pendront  du  chef  de  celles- 
ci,  s'il  est  le  plus  ancien,  pour  ce  qui  est  du  regime 
interieur,  des  services  militaires  et  de  la  s^curite,  mais 
seront  exemptes  de  cette  subordinat'on  pour  ce  qui  affecte 
les  actions  de  politique  ou  police  qui  constituent  leur 
mission  cssentielle.  La  subordination  et  dependance  envers 
le  chef  de  la  position  seront  absolues  en  cas  de  danger 
ou  d^attacpie.  J^a  meme  disposition  s'aT)pliquera,  bien  (pi'en 
ordre  inverse,  si  le  commandement  revient  h,  un  chef 
du    Bureau   de  Tlnspection  ou  des  forces  ch^rifiennes. 

Lorsque  les  forces  ch(^rifiennes  agiront  conjointement 
avec  celies  de  Tarm^e,  ejles  recevront  les  ordres  par 
I'entremise  des  «  comandancias  »  generales  du  secteur 
ou    elles   se    trouveront. 

I.es  d(^placements  et  le«  concentrations  de  ces  forces, 
ainsi  que  Texc^cution  des  operations  qui  derivent  de  leur 
mission  spdciale  de  politique  et  de  police  et  qu*elles  doi- 
vent  seules  op^rer,  seront  port^s  h  la  connaissance  des 
commandants  g^n^^raux  k  qui  I'lnspection  g^ne^rale  com- 
muniquera  les  ordres  donnas  ainsi  que  les  buts  poursui- 
vis.  Ind^pendamment  de  cela,  les  chefs  des  bureaux  et 
des  troupes  chf^rifiennes  commimiqueront  aux  chefs  de 
li\  position  ou  du  secteur  ou  elles  se  trouvent,  les  ordres 
etinstructions  recjus  de  I'lnspection  generale  concer- 
nant  les  mouv^ments  ou  Paction  militaire  desdites  forces. 

Organi nation.  —  Les  commandants  g^neraux  donneront 
au  haut  commissaire  connaissance  prealahle  des  change, 
ments  qu*ils  introduiront  dans  Torganisation  des  forces 
de  leur  secteur  qu*ils  ne  r^aliseront  qu'avec  Papproha- 
tion  provisoire  du  ha\it  commissaire,  sans  attendre  Pap- 
probation  definitive  du  ministre  de  Ja  Guerre. 

Services,  —  On  ne  pourra  demander  aux  commandants 
g^ndrnux  la  prestation  de  moyens  de  transports  militai- 
res que  pour  les  fonctions  propres  du  Protectorat  et  dent 
cekii-ci    pourrait    avoir    besoin    k    un    moment    d^termin^. 

Le  service  et  les  troupes  de  Paviation  d^pendront  des 
commandants  g^n^raux  des  deux  secteurs;  suivant  le« 
exiirerices  du  service  et  si  le  haut  commissaire  jugeait  leur 
utilisation  n^cessaire  momentan^ment,  pour  un  service 
determine,  il  pourra  disposer  des  elements  dont  il  jugera 
avoir  besoin. 

«  Ties  communications  ra<^lioteiegraphique8,  tei^graphi- 
ques  et  til^phoniques  6tant  \m  des  elements  essentiels  de 
not  re  action,  les  commandants  g^n^raux  tiendront  tou- 
jours  le  haut  commissaire  au  courant  de  leur  distribution 
et  fonctionnement,  lui  demandant  son  autorisation  cha- 
que  fois  qu'il  s'agira  de  Petablissemont  de  lignes  nou- 
velle«>^  lis  lui  demanderont  ^galement  son  autorisation 
pour  la  constniction  de  pistes,  routes,  voies  ferries  de 
caract^rc  militaire,  que  les  besoins  de  Parm^e  exigeraient.' 

Ijes  trouper  d 'occupation  ne  pourront  done 
plus  bonder  sans  Tassentiment  dn  haut  commis- 
saire  qui   aura,    seul,    Tirjitiative   des    operations. 

Les  operations?  A.  B.  C.  persi^te  a  r^clamer 
qu'on  les  commence  de   suite: 

LTspagne,  dit  Porgane  conservateur,  dispose  aujour- 
d'hui  au  Maroc  des  moyens  tr^  suffisants  pour  r^aliser 
reiie  n^cessaire  affirmation  d'autorite,  et  offrir  k  Par. 
mve  une  occasion  de  montrer  son  courage  et  son  amour 
\\  la  Patrie.  Le  gouvemement  doit  rectifier  Pattitude  pas- 
sive dans  laquelle  on  se  tient.  II  n'ost  pas  permis  de  lais- 
ser  les  troupes  sur  la  defensive  contre  les  attaques  qui 
ont  lieu  '1  Tizfi  Azza,  Djebel  Uddia,  Dar  Missian  et  ail- 
leurs,  sans  permettre   h  dos  soldats   d'avancer. 


• 


J 


■^i.f 


^^fc^ 


»_jV^. 


.fj 


.rr 


,♦"* 


7/" 


I    »H»    !■ 


*         'f 


\/ 


d6    L  AFRIQUE    FRANgAISE 


119 


Plutot  que  de  persister  dans  cette  attitude,  il  serait 
miiie   fois  pr^f Arable   d 'abaudonner   le    Maroc. 

Ces  coups  de  clairon,  qui  sont  aussi  des  coups 
de  boutoir  contre  le  Gouvememeiit .  se  «ont  per- 
duB  dans  una  atmosphere  cfuatee  par  T indiffe- 
rence de  Topinion  et  la  passivity  calcul^e  du 
Gouvernernent. 

Quel  est  le  sens  veritable  des  nouvelles  dispo- 
sitione?  Ont-elles  pour  but  de  donner  a  M.  Sil- 
vela  I'initiative  des  operations  militaires  ou  ce- 
lui  d'enlever  cette  initiative  aux  generaux?  La 
deuxi^nie  raison  est  probablement  plus  proche 
de  la  verity  que  la  premiere.  Mais  Tarmee  es- 
pagnole  est-elle  un  instrument  docile^  L'arniee, 
qui  est,  chez  nous,  la  Grande  Muette,  est,  en 
Espagne,  bavarde,  tumultueuse  et  il  e^t  peu  pro- 
bable qu'un  de<:ret  royal  ait  la  vertu  de  la  trans- 
former du  jour  au  lendemain.  On  ne  se'tromj^e- 
rait  probablement  guere  en  disant  que  la  prin- 
cipale  mission  de  M.  Silvela  est  d'eviter  au  Gou- 
vernement  des  conflits  avec  levs  militaires ;  ne 
faut-il  pas  pacifier  I'armee  avant  de  penser  a 
pacifier  les  Marocains?  Toutes  les  successions 
ont  et6  bien  lourdes  au  Maroc  e^^pagnol ;  celle 
du  general  Burguete  ne  Test  pas  m  ins  que  les 
pr^cMentes... 

L' AVANT  PROGRAMME  DE   M.   SILVELA 

Avant  de  traverser  le  detroit  de  Gibraltar  et  de 
mettre  le  pied  pour  la  premiere  fois  au  Maroc, 
M.  Luis  Silvela  a  fait  de^  declaration^  au  corres- 
pondant  de  Tagence  Febus,  k  Alg^siras.  Ces  de- 
clarations n'occupent  pas  moins  de  deux  colonnes 
de  journal  et  peuvent,  tres  bien  etre  r^sum^es 
brievement.  Voici  les  id^e*^  principales  de  cet 
avant-progrannne  : 

Le  protectorat  est  un  mot  qui  n'admet  pas  de 
classification  ;  le  protectorat  n'est  ni  civil  ni  mi- 
lifaire  ;  comrne  il  doit  s'exercer  sur  une  nation  a 
demi-sauvage,  il  faut  avoir  en  main  Tc^l^ment  fort 
qu'est  Tarm^e,  mais  une  armee  parfaitement  or- 
ganis^e  ;  le  Tercio  stranger,  par  exemple,  devra 
etre  complete  et  dot^  de  tons  lee  elements  de  com- 
bat et  services  auxiliaires. 

Le  haut  commissariat  est  une  synthase  d'un 
ministere  complet ;  il  doit  veiller  k  la  construc- 
tion des  routes  utiles,  creer  des  dispensaires  pour 
les  indigenes  et  assmer  une  bonne  administra- 
tion de  la  justice  ;  il  'faut  conqu^rir  la  confiance 
du  pays  protege  et  oblenir  qu'il  sente,  quand  ce 
sera  n^essaire,  la  fermet^  de  la  main  qu'on  lui 
tend  amicalement  et  noblement.  II  faut  au-ssi 
combattre  I'immoralite  dans  les  services  admi- 
nistratifs. 

II-  y  a  un  passage  sur  les  relations  avec  la 
France  et  une  allusion  a  Tanger  qui  m^ritent 
d'etre  traduits  litt^ralement : 

J^entends  que  mes  relations,  celles  du  haut  commis- 
saire,  doivent  etre  tout  k  fait  cordiales.  Test  la  France 
qui  a  la  plus  grande  partie  du  sect-eur  africain  ou  agis- 
sent  la  France  et  TEspagne.  La  politique   que  la  France 


a  suivie  dans  son  protectorat  est  tout  h  fait  de  rnou  agre- 
ment,  et  lorsque  j'arriverai  h  Tetouau,  jV^nverrai  un  sa- 
lut  respeetueux  au  g^n^rul  Lyaitey.  Je  crois  que  notre 
voisinage  et  la  proximite  de  Tanger  nous  obligent  a 
marcher  d 'accord  avec  Ja  France.  Pour  ce  qui  est  do 
Tanger,  je  pense  eutreproudre  activenient  une  action 
(|\ii  j)ourrait  donner  des  profitH  aux  interets  esj)agnol8  par 
le   grand   tourisme. 

M.    Silvela    parla   eiusuite   de    Taction    militaire 
en  manifestaiit  son  espoir  qu'aucune  colonne  ne 


M.   LUIS  SILVELA 

HAUT    COMMISSAIKE    DBSI'AGME    AU    MAIU  C 

serait  mise  en  mouvement  suns  son  assentimei^.t 
et  qu'on  ne  pouvait  pen<>er  eternellement  a  den 
vengeances  et  a  des  repr^sailles. 

De  la  colonisation,  il  dit  que  c'etn.it  une  affaire 
capitale  qu'on  ne  pouvait  peuser  realiser  coni- 
pl^tement  en  moins  de  deux  ou  trois  genera- 
tions. 

M.  Silvela  termina  en  disant  qu'il  n'avait  rien 
k  dire  sur  les  relations  avec  Raissouli,  car  les  na- 
tions s^rieuses  tenaient  fidelement  leurs  engage- 
ments, ni  sin  I'operation  contre  la  baie  d'Alhu- 
cemas. 

La  partie  des  declarations  se  r^fc^rant  aux  re- 
latione avec  la  France  ne  fut  pas  du  goCit  du 
Debate,  qui  dit  qu*elles  avaient  ^t^  «  un  expos^ 
des  motifs  qui  militent  en  sa  favenr  pour  m^ri- 
t^r  la  bienveillance  de  la  France,  car  on  ne  d^- 
duira  rien  d 'autre  de  cette  alle;j;ation  qui  serait 
mieux  placee  dans  la  bouche  d'un  fonctionnaire 
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de  Moulay  Youssef  que  sur  les  levreb  du  repr6- 
■etitaiit  (i'ane  nation  eouveraine  et  ind^pendan- 
te  •.El  Debate  appiiya  cette  critique  d'une  as- 
sertion 8frU8si  mensongere  que  celle  d'un  veto  que 
ia  France  aurait  eleve  contre  rinstallatiou  de 
M.  Villanueva  a  Tetouaii,  niensonge  dont  il  tira 
cette  conclusion :  «  Le  nouveau  haut  commis- 
saire  sernble  rechercher  I'approbation  de  la  Pran- 
ce pour  ne  pas  etre  ©acrifie  comme  son  pr^d^- 
cesseur.   » 

LE  MALAISE  DE   L'ARMEE 

ESPAGNOLE 

vParmi  les  ruuieurs  qui  circulerent  a  la  fin  de 
Janvier,  lors  du  mouvement  en  faveur  de  Tor^a- 
nisatiou  immediate  d'une  expedition  de  chati- 
mcnt  rontre  Abdel  Krim,  oelle  d'uae  action  pro- 
jetee  p:ir  les  officiera  des  troupes  du  secteur  fut 
Ia  plus  iiiquietante.  Ija  rumeur  ne  tarda  pas  a 
etre  confirmee,  et,'  le  20  fevrier,  El  Debate  pu- 
blia  le  feexte  d'un  tele^ramuie  que  le  general  Lo- 
saida,  commandant  general  de  la  comandancda 
ie  Melilla,  avait  envoy^  le  4  du  meme  mois  au 
Ministre  de  la  (juerre,  M.  Alcala  Zamora. 

Voici  une  traduction  de  cet  etrange  document 
qui,  comme  on  le  verra,  est  des  plus  curieux  et 
Kjmptomatiques : 

Commandant  g^ntral  de  Melilla  au  Minisire  de  la 
6iT«mp.  » 

I>epui6  quel(|ues  jours,  lorsque  la  presae  a  accentu^ 
^«B  stta(|ues  contre  raction  de  Tarraee  pour  mieux 
•xalter  ie  rucc^b  cbtenu  par  1  mterventiaci  civile  dans 
la  libeimtion  des  prisonniers,  le  nialaise  d^4  ^xistant 
Atsz  lee  g^eraux  et  ofPiciers  ^'est  aecenin^  extraordi- 
■BLTemont  et  a  fait  surgir  Tid^e  de  demander  aoz  pou- 
▼oirs  f»oi:)stitiK>;  une  action  ^nergique  et  immediate  con_ 
Ire  la   tribu   d'Alluicennas. 

Je  ne  cacJierai  pas  a  Voire  Excellence  que  oette  id6e 
a  rencoHtre  la  pluc  vive  sympathie  dan^^  toute  laiinee  I 
ci  le  resultat  d^  Tenquete  que  je  vienf  de  realiser,  avec 
la^  diKcr^tJon  n^^cesRaire,  indique  qu'il  exifiie  le  projet 
d'enroyer  une  d61(^gation  dans  tous  les  campements  pour 
aondor  la  volontc^  des  cheifi  des  unites  exp^ditionnaires 
ai  de  Icurs  ofBoiers,  qui  se  manifestera  probablement 
an  faveiir  de  Tidee  qui  a  ^t^  contjue.  On  s'est  mifc,  ausai, 
an  rapport  avec  la  marine  et  on  a  Tintention  de  me 
•ammuniquer  individuellement  les  aspirations  de  tous. 
Je  sais  qu'il  \  a  en  des  exaltV^s  qui  careHsaient  les  plus 
tem^raires  et  peut-etre  lee  phis  ill^gales  entrepiisee, 
mais  la  sa<j;es8e  a  doming  et  tout  va  se  r^duire  k  ine 
prier  de  transmettre  au  Oouvemement  laspiration  com- 
mune. 

Je  r^unirai,  demain,  dans  men  bureau,  les  chefB  de 
c5orps  et  je  crois  pouvoir  r^pondre  k  Voire  Excellence 
qve,  toujours  disciplines,  ils  ^couteront  la  voix  du  dt- 
▼oir  et  accepteront  en  silence,  ]'ame  remplie  d'amer- 
tanie  pour  les  injustes  attaques  qu'ils  souffrent,  la  forme 
dm   ronduite    que    je    leur    ai    trac^e    et    qui    comporte    la 

prnhibitioa  alf^fijue  de  continuior  ces  agissemenie  et 
Tordn^  forniel  de  s'ab^^tenir  de  tout  ce  qui  ne  aerait  pas 
FoWissance    parfaite    aux    ordres    qn'ils    recevront. 

Mais,  en  meme  temps,  je  me  permeta  d'indi<juer  res- 
partnensement  k  Votre  Excellence  combien  il  conyien- 
draft  qiie  le  Gouvernement  empecbe  que  lee  joumaux, 
certains  appartenant  k  des  ministrea,  eontinuent  cette 
rfini[)n«jne  de  diffnnuuion  anti-espasjnole  et  antipatriotique 
qui  comnienQ*  en  rommentant  avec  satisfaction  la  aen- 
laiire  du  Conseil  Supreme  de  la  Guerre  et  de  la  Ma- 
rine. ('\'en;flnt  sur  celui-ci  une  pre^sion  pour  qu'il  em- 
ffofp    les    ri^uourp    les    plus    extremes,    et    se    continue    on 


expJk)itant  W  r^ciU  des  taptifs  d^iveds,  pour  finale- 
ment  jcter  joytju^euitxiit  det»  pttiiflt-6tt8  de  faage  nur  lann^ 
<ie  la  ntitioii,  cette  canipagne  ({ui  parle  des  150.000 
hommes  qu  on  a  tenus  sous  les  armes  en  Airique  pouj 
insinuer  mikhammeut  et  avec  une  intention  secrete  qu'i 
cause  de  Timp^ritie  de  ceux  qui  les  commandaient,^  et 
meme  par  manque  de  virility,  on  n'a  pas  atteint  Tob- 
jectif  que  la  Patrie  avait  fixe,  sane  qu'^ucune  voix  na 
s'^l^ve  pour  d^fendre  tant  de  prestige  sali,  sans  qu'cn 
dise  clairement  (pie  1 'armee  alia  hi  ou  on  le  lui  d<mian- 
da  et  re  s'arreta,  dans  sa  marche  en  avant,  que  qiiand 
on  Vy  obligea,  et  sans  qu  on  ne  mette  en  cause  d'autres 
victimes  de  ces  reaponsabilit^  dont  on  a  tant  parL6 
que  quelques  officiers,  certainement  coupables,  mais  pae 
autant  que  ceux  qui  les  mirent  dans  la  situation  de 
passer  par  tant  de  hontes  et  encore  sans  qu'on  mette 
en  lumi^re  tant  d 'Episodes  brillants,  comme  il  y  en  a 
eu  dans  la  d^route,  et  qui  reconf orient  reuprit  et  per- 
mettent    de    continuer    a    avoir    foi    dans    Thistoire    de    la 


race, 


t 


Si,  h  ces  attaques  passionn^es,  qui  sont  peut-etre  le 
fruit  '  d*animosit^8  contennes,  desquelles  il  est  poesible 
que  rarm6e  aoit  responsabk,  on  voyait  partir  de  queU 
que  part  une  r^plique  sereine,  juste,  doiinant  k  cbacun 
ce  qui  lui  revient,  ce  serait  certainement  le  meilleur 
apaisement  pour  calmer  Tirritation  actuelle  qui,  bien 
qu'elle  soit  contenue  par  les  sentiments  du  devoir,  de 
J'honneur  et  de  la  discipline,  e^  cbaque  jour  plus 
grande. 

J'esp^re  que  Votre  Excellence  comprendra  que  le  mo- 
bile qui  me  guide,  en  lui  pn'sentant  le  mal  dans  toute 
sa  nudity  et  sans  euph^misme,  est  que  Votre  Excel- 
lence le  connaisse  le  plus  exactement  possible,  certain 
que,  grace  aux  hautes  qualit^s  qui  I'oment  et  k  son 
amour  des  institutions  armees,  on  saura  y  rem^dier, 
comptant,  comme  elle  peut  toujours  le  faire,  sur  Tab- 
aolue  discipline  de  cette  arm^e  et  Tadh^ion  person. 
nelle  de  son  commandant  g^n^ral. 

Le  Ministre  repondit  par  \me  d^peche  (jui 
romitien^ait  par  cep  mots  : 

Je  rertoercie  Votre  Excellence  de  sa  depeche  et,  lui 
ratifiant  la  mienne,  je  desire  qu'elle  connaisse  le  plus 
t/>t  possible  les  manifestations  que  je  viene  de  faire  k 
la  presse  et  qui  ont  pour  but  de  d^mentir  et  de  recti- 
fier les  inexactitudes  o\ii,  avec  un  oubli  de  toute  coa- 
si,ddration,   continuent   k  circuler. 

Les  manifestations  auxquelles  je  me  r^fere  sont  les 
suivantes... 

Suivaient  deR  declaratiou^;  faites  -^e  jour-la  aux 
journalistes   madrilenes. 

Le  ^^^ral  Tiosada  est,  comme  les  promo- 
tears  du  mouvement  des  t  vengeurs  •,  un  artil- 
leur.  Lorsqu'il  ^tait  en  garnison  k  Barcelone,  il 
6*^tait  fait  remarquer  au  moment  ou  Tapfitation 
militaire  qui  oommenga  en  1917,  ^tait  la  plu6 
TTolente. 

La  publication  du  tel^gramme  du  g^n^ral  Tx)- 
sada  coincida  avec  celle  d'un  autre  document  si- 
srne  par  une  soixantaine  d 'officiers  d'artillerie 
de  la  parnison  de  Madrid,  dont  voici  la  teneur    : 

Ives  officiers  d'artillerie  sppartenant  k  la  Jamison  de 
Madrid,  rt^it^rant  h  Votre  Excellence,  comme  chef  du 
Crouvernement,  la  subordination  la  plus  cat^gorique  aux 
pouvoirs  constitu^s,  et  d^irant  dissiper  publiquement 
et  officiellement  toutea  les  inexactitudes  qui  ont  ^t^ 
propajr^es  au  sujet  de  leur  attitude,  reoourent  k  Votte 
Excellence,  surs  qu'elle  excueera  leur  d^ision  et  con- 
vainrus  que  sa  haute  personnalit^  doit  etre  pour  mous 
le  moA'en  le   plus   ad^quat  de  faire  savoir  au  pays    : 

€    Que    nous  rectjnnaissons    loyalement    la    part   d^  ref- 
ponsabilitt^    qiri    nous    revient    dans    le    d^saetre    militaire   * 
de    la   nation,    ainsi    que   du  manque   d'efficacit^    et   d'or- 
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gaaiiiatioB  de  i'siiuee,  et  que  aous  bouiLUbti  f^meinent 
<i^d4>  k  y  retii^idier,  en  tout  ce  qui  d^peudra  de  noub, 
et  k  reconqii^rir  notre  prestige  en  nous  mettant  en  con- 
dition  de   servir    hi  pays    efficacement. 

£t,  coinme  prMive  de  la  v^trmoite  de  noire  ferma  pro- 
pos,  ULovui  deitiroiiB  vivemeut,  an  pxix  de  tous  lea  liacri- 
fices   qui   serai ent  n^ceasaires    : 

Premi6reinent  :  Quon  rende  effectives,  le  plus  rapi- 
dement  possible,  toutes  los  responsabilit^  dordre  mi. 
litaire  que  dous  et  noe  cauiarades  aTons  p4i  tiacou- 
nr; 

Deuxiertiement  :  Qu*on  reduise  le  budget  de  la  Guerre 
aux  posslbilitee  du  pays  -et,  pour  cela  (entre  autres 
ciioses)  qu  on  limite  rapidement  le  nombre  dee  offioiexs 
k  ce  qui  sera  strioieKUNit  indispensable,  laisaant,  dans 
notre  Corps,  seuleineat  ceux  qui  sont  n^oessaires  pour 
le  service  ^es  unites  qui  disposent  actuellenient  de  ma- 
teriel moderne  et  le  minimum  indispensable  pour  le  bon 
fonctionnement  des   services   techniques    et   iiidustriels ; 

Troisiiem^iment :  Qu'on  n 'organise  jamais  phis  4e  nou- 
veaiix  ivgirneots  avec  raugnnentatioD  correspondaute  des 
effectifs,  sans  coiupter  auparavant  avec  le  mfist^riel  mo- 
derne,  les    locaux    et    autres    elements    indispensabK^. 

«  C*08t  cet  €»8prit  de  justice,  de  sacrifice  et  de  pefr- 
foctionnement  ri\ii  nous  encourage  •&  rester  dans  Tarn^e, 
dignement.  Nous  aommee  persuade  que  nos  oaoMiradas 
det  an  ires  armes  partagent  cet  id^al  avec  nous  et  nous 
esp^rons  qu'un  jour,  le  pays  ^tant  convainca  que  son 
amiec  est  l'or^ani«tnio  effisace,  aiujuel  i^  a  droit,  ce  sera 
le  peuple  qui  dcmsixiera  au  Gouvemement  que  le  pres- 
tige   militaire    de    I'Espa^e   soit    reconquis. 

Et,  enfin,  nous  donnorw  notre  parole  d*honneur  que 
les  manifestations  ant^rieures  sont  Texpression  sponta- 
n^  de  nos  sentiments,  Strangers,  main  tenant  oomj^e 
auparavant,  si  tBoirte  iniluenoe  politique  tBt  que  bous 
n'avoi!U>  aucon  enga^^meat  ni  relation  avec  les  Juntas 
ou    aaeociations   d'aucune    sorte. 

On  sut  par  les  revelations  des  journaux  que  le 
manifeste  dit  <  des  artillenrs  »  n'etait  que  cehii, 
revu  et  corrige,  oil  on  demandait  un  chatiment 
inexorable  centre  les  Rifains  de  Beni  Ouriaghel. 
Bien  que  les  journaux  qui  le  publierent,  E\  Sol 
et  A.  B.  C.y  annoncerent  qu'il  avait  et^  adress^ 
au  president  du  Conseil  des  Ministres,  M.  Gar- 
cia Prieto  et  le  Ministre  de  la  Gueire  affirme- 
rent  qu'ils  ne  I'avaient  pas  re9U.  Ce  nouveau  tir 
de  Tartillerie  ne  fut  pas  plus  efficace  que  le  pre- 
mier ;  le  Gouvernement  continua  a  nier  en  avoir 
entendu  les  explosions  et  k  se  conduire  comme 
s'il  n'en  avait  pas  senti  les  effets,  ce  qui  n'empe- 
cha  pas  la  justice  militaire  de  se  mettre  en  niou- 
Tement  et  d'ouvrir  une  instruction  qui  commen- 
(;a  par  des  perquisitions  dans  lee  ioumaux  pre- 
cites  et...  en  resta  \k.  L'infanterie  continua  a 
bonder  les  artilleurs,  ce  qui  rendit  plausible  la 
tranqnillite  apparente  de  M.  Gnrcia  Prieto; 
quant  k  ropinion,  elle  ne  montra  que  peu  d 'emo- 
tion de  voir  les  artilleurs  r^lamer  Tautorisation 
de  ae  eacrifier  sur  Tantel  de  ia  patne. 

11  est  a  remarquer  que  les  r6oentes  tentatives 
faites  ponr  ressnsciter  I'apritation  militaire  sont 
de  moins  en  moins  efficaces.  L'habitude  n'est- 
elle  pas  iine  seconde  nature?  I^  Gouvertiement 
reprend  du  |x>il  de  la  bete,  timidement  il  est 
vrai,  avec  une  prudence  que  justifie  sa  crainte  de 
reconstituer  une  union  qui  se  d^fait  d'elle-me- 
me  ;  il  sent  aussi  que,  tant  qu'il  n'aura  pa<^  passe 
le  cap  redou table  de  la  liquidation  des  respon- 
sabilit^s  du  desastre  de  1921,  il  n'y  aura  pas 
pour  lui   de  seourite,   meme  relative 


DE   LAFRIQUE   FKANgAISE  12i 

Le  commMi dftmeat  d«  sectour  de  Mdillft 


Le  general  Losada,  qui  avait  ^te  appele  a  Me- 
liila  par  le  general  Burguete,  ne  devait  pas  y 
renter  lou^^^temps  a«pre^  Jui.  La  participatiou  iiu- 
portante  qiu'il  prit  axi  inouvement  ©ii  faveur  de 
Torganisation  d'une  expedition  de  diatiment 
jontre  Abdel  Krim  hata  son  rappel.  M.  Silvela 
kie  devait  j)a8  Je  tro^ver  a  Me>liUa  loi'squ'il  y  vien- 
drait  pour  k  premiere  fois. 

Le  g^rteral  Losada  ne  voulut  pas  abandonner 
avec  le  Gouvernement  et  il  le  fit  dans  la  procla- 
iiKition  qu'il  adresea  aux  tro4ipes  le  22  ^vrier.  II 
iiiiut  iire  cette  proi^lauiation  en  aya^nt  preaeoit  a  la 
inemoire  le  telegramme  tju'il  adrebsa  au  Minttrtre 
de  Vd  Guerre  au  commencement  de  f(!^vrier  et 
dont  ou  a  lu  Tit  traduction  ci-<ilesbU8 : 

Je  remets  aujourdliui  k  Son  Excellence  le  g^ndral 
de  division  don  Pedro  Vives,  qui  a  ^t^  d^sign^  par  Sa 
Ma^este  pour  me  rempjacer,  le  commandement  des 
tronpes  de  la  Comandancia  g^n^rale  de  Melllla.  A  vous 
touB,  g^n^raux,  oificiers,  sous-officiers  et  soldate  de  c«tte 
arm(^e  d^vou^e,  j'exprime  ma  plus  profonde  gratitude 
pour  la  collaboration  loyale  et  intelligente  qui  m'a  rendu 
si  facile  racconiplissenient  de  la  mission  t^pineuse  dont- 
j'etais  char^'e  et  durant  la<jiielle  j'ai  pn  verifier  I'excel- 
lent  esprit  militaire  qui  vous  anime  et  les  ^ons  extraor. 
dinaires  de  subordination  et  discipline  dont  vous  pouvez 
si  justement  vous  glorifier.  Graoe  k  eux,  vous  avez 
avanc^  avec  bravoure  lorsqu'on  vous  la  ordo^^,  occu- 
pant, durant  de  glorieuses  journ6e«,  Touguiitz,  Aylir, 
Azous,  Halout,  Nador,  Beni-Ouliohek ,  Ben  Tied,  Dar 
Mizzian,  T^oudiit,  Bouhafora,  Tizzi  Azz^,  Sid  Ma- 
saud,  Afrau  et  Txoumar,  r6ciip('rant  18  canons.  Ix)rB- 
qu'il  plat  au  Gouvernement  de  marquer  tme  limite  k 
votre  ardeur,  oes  memes  vertus  sont  oelles  qui  vous 
ont  permis  d 'affronter  stoiquement  les  attaque€  r^p^- 
t^es  de  Tennemi,  vous  maintenant,  avec  une  volont^  de 
fer,  aussi  bien  k  Afrau  que  sur  les  hauteurs  escar- 
p^es  ou,  pour  la  premiere  fois,  vous  avez  fait  flobfcer 
les   couleurs  b^nies  de  notre  tr^s   saint  embleme. 

Et,  dans  cette  lutte  obscure,  ou  la  trahison  vous 
guette  jour  et  nuit,  V6]oge  qui  vitint  k  mes  l^vres  eat 
plus  chaleureux  parce  que  seul  le  soldat  v^t^ran  et  en- 
durci,  en  lequ^l  vous  vous  etes  transform^s,  peut  com- 
prendre  a  quoi  oblijj^e  Taust^re  accomplissement  du  de- 
voir. Comme  camarade,  je  res&ens  une  peine  profonde 
en  me  separant  de  vous  et  je  desire  que  vous  ayez  la 
chance  de  pouvoir  r^aliser,  sous  les  ordres  de  men  di_ 
gne  successeuT,  les  entreprises  dans  lesquelles,  avec  Tor- 
gueil  de  vous  commander,  j  aurais  eu  rhonneur  d'etre 
un  des  v^tres. 

Le  suocesseur  du  general  Losada  est  le  g^n6- 
ral  de  division  Vives,  qui  vient  du  ^enie  et  fut 
Torffani^ateur  des  services  a^ronautiques  en  Es- 
pa^^ne  ;  le  nouveau  commandant  general  du  sec- 
teur  de  Melilla  est  un  homme  s^rieux  et  silen- 
cieux  qui  s'est  tenu,  jusqu'a  present,  en  dehors 
des  intrigues  militaires. 

Les  nouvelles  attrib«tions  de  rEtat-lIa)or 

Central 

T^n    dtvret  royal    du    22    fevrier    a    reorganise 

I'Etat-Major  Central;    voici   ce   qui   y  eet   ^tabli 

pour   ce    qui  regarde    la    zom-    d'inflwnce    espa- 
gnole  : 

Art.  21  —  T^Ttat-Major  Central  n'interviendra  pss 
dont    Taction    politico-civile    dans    le    Protect. )rftt    du    Ma- 
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roc;  mais  on  lui  communiquera  constamment,  par  Ten- 
t remise  du  Minist^re  de  la  Querre,  lea  renseignements 
t^ue  eeUu-ci  aura  et  les  eel  aire  issenients  <iu'il  denianderB, 
afin  de  pouvoir  suivre  attentivement  et  de  se  tenir  au 
courant  de  la  situation  de  nos  forces  dans  cette  zone  et 
savoir  jusqu*^  quel  point  elles  peuvent  etre  attaqu^es 
par  les  rebelles.  On  le  renseignera  auesi  quand  il  fau- 
dra  le  consulter  sur  les  normea  et  objets  de  Taction  po- 
litique dent  Taction  militaire  sera  appel^e  k  etre  un  des 
mojens. 

Avec  ces  renseignements,  TEtat-Major  Central  fera, 
dans  Ja  spliore  de  sa  mission,  les  t^'tudes  que  le  Gou- 
vernement  lui  confiera.  en  harmonie  avec  Timportance 
dee  buts  du  Gouvernement  ou  des  plans  dont  Tex^cu- 
tion   lui  eera  confine. 

Le  Gouvernement  consxiltera  TEtat-Major  Central  sur 
tout  plan  d 'operation  ou  lorsque  le  haut  commissaire  le 
demandera  dans  ses  rapports. 

Art.  22  —  L'Etat-Major  Central  ^tudiera  et  propo- 
sera  les  moyens  de  provision,  de  tous  ordres,  qu'on  doit 
adopter  sur  le  territoire  national  dans  le  but  d'une 
rapide  intervention  armee  au  Maroc  des  unites  de  Tarm^e 
p^nin«ulaire. 

Art.  28.  —  Pour  la  plus  grande  efficacit^  et  succ^a  des 
missions  indiqu^es  dans  les  articles  pr^c^dents,  I'Etat- 
Major  Central  pourra  envoyer,  apr^s  approbation  dans 
rhaque  cas,  des  missions  form^es  dans  son  sein  pour 
faire  des  etudes  dans  la  zone  du  Protectorat  sans  jamais 
s'immiscer    dans    la    sphere    de    Taction    civile. 


LE   RETOUR   DES   PRISONNIERS 

Les  captifs  d^Iivres  par  M.  Echevarrieta  re- 
vienneiit  un  par  un  dans  la  p^ninsule  et  sont  re- 
(;uB  avec  joie  par  lenrs  families,  leurs  amis,  leurs 
<onipagnonvs  d^armes,  qui  les  oonvienf  a  des  ban- 
quets oil  les  malheureux  reprennent  contact  avec 
les  douceurs  d'une  civilisation  dont  I'art  culi- 
naire  est  un  des  plus  grants  bienfaits. 

Le  temps  des  pieuses  c^remonievs  d'action  de 
grace  dans  les  temples  a  passe.  Le  or^n^ral  Na- 
varro ct  le  sergent  Vassallo  ne  sont  pas  alles  ac- 
crocher  aux  mur«  historiques  de  Saint  Jean  des 
Rois  k  Tolede  les  chaines  dont  ils  furent  charges 
a  Ajdir*  a  cot^  de  celles  qu'apport^rent,  il  y  a 
trois  sifecles,  les  victimes  des  pirates  barbare-s- 
(]ues.  Le  g^n^ral  Navarro  passe  ses  journees  de- 
van  t  les  juges  instructeurs  du  Con^seil  Sup^rieur 
de  la  Guerre  et  de  la  Marine  ;  le  sergent  Vas- 
sallo  a^siste  k  des  banquets  patriotiques  a  Mala- 
ga et  k  Tordoue,  sa  ville  natale  ;  on  se  montre 
dans  les  dancings  madril^nes  des  officiers  un  pen 
[>ales  qui  out  vite  retrouv^  les  mesures  du 
^Jiimmy  et  du  fox  trotf  ;  d'autres  officiers,  moins 
beureux,  sont  aux  prises  avec  le^  juges  instruc- 
teurs de  Melilla :  quant  aux  soldrits  et  aux  ci- 
vils,  ils  so  sont  d^ja  perdus  dans  la  mas8e... 

Le  retoiH'  dos  prisonniers  ne  pouvait  malheu- 
reusement  pas  etre  IVpilogue  de  la  tragedie 
d'Anoual  qui  ne  se  terminera  qu'avec  la  cloture 
du  proc^fi  des  responsjibilit^s  et  la  domination  des 
lieux  oil  elle  se  deroula  et  ou  gisent  encore  les 
ossements  de  ccux  qui  en  furent  les  premic^res 
victimes... 

Les  avatars  de  Moulay-Hafid 

Les  journaux  se  sont  fait  (Vlio  d'une  plainte 
deix)see  par  Moulay  Hafid  iM^ntn^  ur.  M.  Bertaud 


qui  remplissait  aupr^s  de  lui,  ces  temps  derniera, 
les  functions  de  secretaire.  Moulay  Hafid  accuse 
M.  Bertaud  de  lui  avoir  soustrait  d'importants 
documents  et  M.  Bertaud  r^plique  par  des  reve- 
lations qui  ne  sont  pas  pour  relever  le  prestige  de 
Tex-sultan  devenu  un  aventurier  dont  les  fras- 
ques  pourraient  bien,  d'ici  pen,  defrayer  la  chro- 

niqtie  judiciaire. 

Aux  derni^res  nouvelles,  Moulay  Hafid  a  ecrit 
au  gouvernement  espagnol  pour  demander  la 
chaire  de  langue  arabe  a  1' University  de  Madrid 
et  au  directeur  de  la  Bibliothfeque  uationale  pour 
classer,  chiffrer,  traduire,  epousseter  les  manus- 
crits  arabes  qui  y  sont  gardes.  En  meme  temps, 
Moulay  Hafid  fait  faire  des  d-marches  par  son 
avocat,  M.  Gavillan,  depute  libt^ral  et  directeur 
du  Registre,  pour  obtenir  un  passe  port  pour  I'Al- 
lemagne  et  la  Russie !  Pense-t-il  faire  ces  voyages 
k  pied,  comme  ces  globe-trotters  mendiants  qui 
gagnent  leur  pain  ^uotidien  en  vend-^^nt  des  car- 
tes postales?  Et  ce  n'est  pas  tout:  il  continue  k 
signer,  a  tour  de  bras,  des  options  sur  des  t  cha- 
teaux au  Maroc  »,  dans  les  moments  que  ses  in- 
nombrables  cr^anciere,  qui  se  pendent  de  plus  en 
plus  d^sesp^rement  a  sa  sonnette,  lui  laissent  li- 
tres. 

Ayant  depuis  longtemps  perdu  toute  dignity  et 
tout  respect  de  son  illustre  origine,  Moulay  Ha- 
fid n'est  plus,  pour  lee  Madrilfenes,  le  souverain 
d^chu,  le  roi  en  exil  dont  la  destin^B  romantique 
inspire  une  bienveillante  piti^,  maif:  bien  plu- 
tot  une  ^pave  qui  s'achemine  vers  le  ^oit  lamen- 
table des   «  chevaux   d^  retour  i). 

LA  QUESTION   DE  TANGER 

Chaque  fois  qu'il  s'agit  de  politique  ext^- 
rieure  espagnole,  la  question  de  Tanger  r^apparait 
au  premier  plan.  Dans  un  des  rares  articles  ou  des 
journalistcs  espagnols  ont  examine  ces  temps 
derniers,  les  consequences  que  poiuTaient  avoir 
les  evenements  europeen-s  sur  la  politique  exte- 
rieure  spagnole.  El  Dfbat^,- commentant  le  re- 
lachement  de  Fenteiite  franco-anglaise,  a  dit 
que,  bientot,  TEspagne  ne  pourrait  plus,  comme 
elle  Tavait  fait  depuis  1904,  baser  sa  politique 
sur  le  postulat  d'une  entente  qui  n'existait  deja 
plus:  il  faudrait  qu'elle  opte  pour  Tamitie  de 
Tun  ou  I'autre  pay^,  de  la  France  ou  de  TAn- 
gleterre  : 

Le  moment  ou  cetie  option  s'inn])osera  n'est  peut-otre 
pas  ^loicrn^.  Le  probl^me  de  Tanker,  dont  l*examen 
Remble  etre  proche,  peut  faire  surgir  innp^rieueement  le 
dilemme  et  il  est  n^cessaire  que  nos  gouvernants  ne 
soient  pas  pris  au  depourvu  comme  en  19(>4,  lorg  de  I'ao- 
rord    franco-anglais,    et    en    tant    d'autres    occasions. 

El  Debate  affirme  ensuite  que  cette  option  ne 
pourra  etre  faite  par  un  groupe  influent,  mais 
qu'elle  devra  etre  I'ceuvre  de  tous  les  partis, 
«    profond^ment   murie   et  clairemont    d^finie    •. 

Ed  Debate  ne  dit  pas  vers  qui  vent  ses  prefe- 
rences. Ceux  qui  le  lisent  assidunient  le  ^avent. 
Ce  qui  ^tait  int^ressant  h  relever.  f  'est   la  place 
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importante,  presque  capitale,  qii*ocoupe  la  ques- 
tion de  Tanger  dans  les  preoccupations  de  cer- 
tains Eepagnols,  peut-etre  moins  k  jmuse  de  Tan- 
ger meme  qu'en  raison  de  la  position  occup^e 
par  la  France  k  Tanger... 
Madrid,  10  mars. 

Ij^:on  Rollin. 


LA  QUESTION  DE  TANGER 

Le  Temps  An  17  mars  a  public  la  depecho  suivante 
de  Madrid  : 

Madrid,  10  mars. 

Certains  t^l^grammcs  dat^s  de  Londres  et  publies  dans  la 
presse  espagnole  traitant  de  la  prochaine  conference  sur  la 
question  de  Tanger  doivent  fetre  acceptes  avec  reserve.  Ces 
informations  annonrant  qu'Alg^siras  serait  choisi  comme 
lieu  de  reunion  des  diplomaies  out  sans  aucun  doute  ^.t6 
r6(!ig6es  k  Madrid  et  pcut-^lre  inspirees  par  des  personiiages 
de  la  suite  de  M.  Lloyd  George  qui,  se  trouvant  recemment 
en  Espagne,  avaieut  vante  les  qualites  et  le  climat  de  ce 
port  espagnol. 

Nous  pouvoQS  affirmer  que  le  minisl^re  espagnol  attend 
sans  impatience  la  r6unioQ  de  cetle  conference  et  que,  tenant 
compte  de  la  situation  respective  de  la  France  et  de  TAUe- 
magne,  il  ne  fera  rien  pour  la  hftter.  M.  Alba  a  donne  h  ce 
sujet  les  assurances  les  plus  formelles  a  notre  ambassadeur. 
M.  Defrance.  De  plus,  le  ministre  d'Etat  espagnol  ne  tient 
pas  le  moins  du  monde  h  Alg^siras  et  se  rendra  aussi  volon- 
tiers  k  Paris  ou  h  Londres  pour  chercher,  avec  I'aide  de  ses 
collogues  frawQais  et  anglais,  la  solution  amirale  capable  de 
concilier  tous  les  inter^ts  en  jeu. 

Nous  pouvons  meme  ajouter  que  certains  pourparlers 
franco-espagnols  sont  en  conrs  ix)ur  assurer  la  plus  efficace 
CO  1  la  Ik)  rati  on  des  deux  pays  voisiiis  au  Maroc  et  que  Ton 
desire,  dans  les  milieux  gouvemementaux  de  Madrid,  que 
ces  pourparlers  soient  plus  avanc^s  avant  d'aborder  la  solu- 
tion de  la  question  de  Tanger. 

Ces  discussions  de  detail,  qui  ont  leur  importance,  seront 
menses  rapidement  aussit<5t  que  le  marechal  Lyautey  sera 
compietemcnt  retnbli. 

■iiiiiitiiiiiiiiniiiiiir^^ 


A  NOS  CORRESPONDANTS 


Nous  prions  nos  correspondants  reg^uliers  ou 
ocoasionaels  de  bien  vouloir  nou3  envoyer  des 
manuscrlts  tr^s  lisibles  et  Merits  seulement  au 
recto.  Indlqner  soigrneasement  le  commence- 
ment et  la  fin  des  citations,  qui  devront  gtre 
publi^es  soit  entre  g^aillemets  soit  en  plus 
petit  texte. 

Dans  les  manuscrlts  dactylographies  pri6re 
de  reviser  au  point  de  vue  des  accents  les  noms 
propres  qui  de  preference  doivent  Stre  6crits 
en  minuscules  et  non  en  majuscules. 

Les  dessins  et  les  cartes  destines  k  accom- 
pagner  les  textes  doivent  etre  dresses  unique- 
quement  en  noir  et  de  preference  k  lencre  de 
Cbine,  sur  papier  blanc.  Pour  les  photogra- 
phies, fournir  de  preference  une  epreuve  sur 
papier  A.  tons  noirs.  Ne  Jamais  y  porter  ni  let- 
tres,  ni  noms,  nl  chifft*es. 


Un  Rachat  de  CapHfs 

AU  MAROC  DU  XVIlr  SINGLE 


L' inter essdfU  ricit  de  la  libiraiion  des  capiifs  espagnols 
donne  dans  noire  dernier  fascicule  a  rappeU  a  plusieurs 
de  nos  lecteurs  les  riciis  des  liberations  d' autrefois,  du  temps 
oil  le  rachat  des  esclaves  des  pirates  de  Sale  etait  la  grande 
affaire  entre  les  puissances  europeennes  et  le  Maroc,  En  void 
un  que  nous  reproduiions  parce  (ju'il  off  re  des  points  curieux 
de  rapprochement  avec  Vaffaire  d'Ajdir  el  cerlainemenf  noire 
commandant  d'Antin  a  ^prouve  en  1737  devant  Sale  un  peu 
des  Amotions  de  M.  Echevarrieta  en  1923  devant  Alhucemas. 
Il  estexlrait  (/ellelation  de  ce  qui  s'estpass^  dansle  royaume 
du  Maroc  depuis  I'ann^e  1727  jusqu'en  1737,  ouvrage  pnru  a 
Paris  sans  nom  d'auteur  en  1742.  IJ affaire  se  passail  au 
moment  oule  sultan  Sidi  Mohamedy  praclame  enoclobre  1736 
d  Meknes,  avail  erhou^,  dans  un  combat  conlre  son  predeces- 
seur  el  concurrent  Abdalla. 

La  curieuse  gravure  que  nous  reproduisons  ci-conlre  monlre 
comment  avaient  He  organisees  il  y  a  deux  cents  ans  les  pro- 
cessions destinies  a  ceUbrer  le  rachat  des  captifs.  On 
observe  que  les  captifs  liberes  y  figurent  ce  jour-lit  avec  leurs 
chalnes  qu'on  leur  avail  remines  pour  la  ceremonie. 


On  ne  pouvait  Irouver  de  circonstances  plus  favo- 
rables  pour  travailler  au  rachat  des  captifs,  que  celles 
qui  se  prdsent6rent  alors.  Outre  les  bonnes  qualites  qui 
rendent  ce  Prince  si  cher  d  ses  sujets,  il  etait  humain 
envers  les  esclaves  chr^tiens,  et  savait  allien  le  z4le  pour 
sa  feligion^  avec  la  compassion  pour  leur  etat.  II  disait 
lui-mfeme  que  le  droit  divin  et  le  droit  nalurel  deman- 
daient  qu'apris  avoir  retfcnu  quelque  temps  un  esclave 
en  captivite,  on  lui  rendft  la  liberty.  Ces  sentiments 
facilitirent  aux  Recollets  le  rachat  de  quatre-vingt  dix 
esclaves  espagnols. 

M.  le  comte  de  Maurepas  qui  remplit  avec  tant  de 
distinction  toutes  les  parties  du  ministire  confie  k  ses 
soins,  fit  voir  que  celle  qui  regarde  le  rachat  des  captifs 
n'est  pas  le  moindre  objet  de  son  attention.  A  peine 
eut-il  appris  le  succ^s  qu'avait  eu  la  redemption  des 
Espagnols,  qu'il  songea  ^  procurer  le  rafeme  avantage 
aux  Franfais;  il  obtint  du  Roi  un  ordre  pour  M.  le 
marquis  d'Antin  qui  ^lait  k  Cadix,  de  prendre  sur  son 
bord  le  p6re  la  Gaze,  depute  de  TOrdre  de  la  Mercy  ; 
d'embarquer  tous  les  effets  que  ce  religieux  destinait  A 
la  redemption  des  esclaves,  et  d'aller  k  Sale  pour  y  trai- 
ler de  leur  rachat.  M.  de  Maurepas  ne  borna  pas  son 
zeic  Acette  demarche.  II  sut  que  les  fondsdes  P^res  de 
la  Mercy,  et  ccux  des  Trinitaires  n'6taient  pas  suffisants 
pour  parvenir  k  un  rachat  general,  quoique  les  Pires  de 
It  Mercy  eussent  fait  dans  ce  dessein  un  emprunt  de 
viagt  mille  livres  ;  ce  Ministre  en  paria  au  Roi,  cl  donna 
occasion  k  Sa  Majesti  de  signaler  la  pi6l6  et  de  faire 
voir  que  les  plus  malheureux  de  ses  sujets  ne  sont  pas  les 
derniers  A  ressentir  les  effets  de  sa  lib^ralite.  Le  Roi 
pour  contribuer  k  ce  rachat  donna  soixante  mille  livres. 
Cette  somme  fut  remise  4  M.  le  marquis  d'Antin,  qui 
quelque  temps  apris  mit  i  la  voile  avec  son  escadre 
compos^e  de  quatre  vaisscaux  et  se  rendit  k  la  rade  de 
Sale.  II  ne  tarda  pas  k  faire  savoir  au  chef  des  Juifs  de 
cette  ville  le  sujet  qui  Tamenait,  et  il  le  chargea  d'infor- 


•  V'. 


^l 


r 


V 


^    j^A 


littibM^k^KtfHMyiAtt^iiiilAiii^ 


>■■■' 


IW^ 


■■*       T, 


124? 


BULLETIN     DU     COMITE 


.•     •    V 


« 


rtu   J«f    ^i^* 


^    OJLL  Jun/ OMAim,  de  J^aroc   Uj2  ^aill  jj 6^   par  Uc  Ori}re^  reu^ 
D^eihrej  764^  en  I  EgLc  e  cit^  R.R  PP  IftLncftit/j^L  unJ  i^ud  *  nwu  eft 


• 


mer  Sid>  Mohamed  de  son  arrivde.  Et  ne  voulant  pas 
^tre  surpris  par  les  gros  temps  de  cette  c6te,  d'ailleurs 
dangereuse,  il  leva  Tancre,  et  tint  la  mef  pendant 
quelques  jours.  Ayant -ensuite  reparu  k  la  hauteur  de 
Sai^,  le  chef  des  J  uifs  qui  savait  que  les  Noirs  pressaient 
vivement  Sidy  Mohamed  de  leur  faire  toucher  les 
400  quintaux  d'argent  que  les  Fessiens  leuravaieat  pro- 
mis,  retourna  k  la  Cour,  et  dit  au  Roi  que  les  vaisseaux 
du  marquis  d'Antin  etaient  en  rade,  et'qu'il  demandait  le 
rachat  des  captifs  fran^ais.  Sidi  Mohamed  ravi  de  trou- 
ver  Toccasion  de  satisfaire  en  partie  I'avidite  des  Noirs, 
ordonna  sur-le-champ  k  un  Juif  associ6  du  chef  et  au 
secretaire  du  Conseil  de  se  rendre  au  bord  de  M .  d'An- 
tin, pour  traiter  de  cette  affaire;  et  il  leur  recommanda 
sutout  de  tocher  de  faire  en  sorte  que  Muley  Matad^, 
Gouverneur  de  Sal6,  dont  il  avait  sujet  d'etre  m^content, 
n'en  prit  point  coanaissance.  Le  Juif  et  le  secretaire  ne 
terminirent  rien  dans  leur  premiere  entrevue  avec 
M.  d'Antin.  Comme  ils  ne  purent  m6me  empfecher  que 
le  Gouverneur  de  Sale  ne  ftit  instruit  de  leur  n^gocia- 
^tion,  celui-ci  mit  tout  en  usage  pour  la  traverser.  II 
mena(^a  le  Juif  de  le  faire  bruler  :  et  si  le  secretaire 
n'eCit  ete  Muley,  c'est-^-dire,  descendant  de  Mahomet, 
MaLade  n'aurait  pas  eu  plus  d^egard  pour  lui  que  pour 
le  Juif.  Le  Roi,  indigne  de  la  conduite  de  ce*  Gouver- 
neur, ordonna  4  un  detachement  des  Noirs  de  Taller 
arriter,  et  de  le  lui  amener.  Mais  soit  que  les  Noirs 
eussent  quelque  intelligence  secrete  avec  Malade  car  il 
portait  ses-  vues  jusque  sur  le  tr6ne|,  soit  qu'ils  crai- 
gnissent  plus  d'offenser  dans  le  Gouverneur  un  homme 
puissaiit  et  cruel  que  de  desobeir  i  un  Prince  dont  ils 


connaissaient  la  bonte  et  Tiadulgence,  ils  ne  songereal 
point  k  executer  les  ordres  de  leur  Maitre.  Le  Roi, 
quelque  pique  qu'il  fCit  de  ne  se  voir  qu*une  ombre  d*au- 
torite,  et  de  ne  pouvoir  faire  usage  de  sa  puissance, 
assembla  les  principaux  officiers  des  Noirs,  et  leur  paria 
longtemps  sur  la  maniere  dont  ils  I'avaient  procLam^ 
Roi,  sur  le  pcd  d'empressement  qu'il  avait  eu  k  le  deve- 
nir,  sur  I'injustice  de  leur  conduite  dans  Taffaire  du  Gou- 
verneur de  Sale,  et  apre?  leur  avoir  represcnie  qu'ils 
voulaient  apparemment  agir  avec  lui,  comme  ils  en 
avaient  use  avec  les  Rois  ses  predecesseurs,  il  finit  en 
les  assurant  que  s'ils  etaient  las  de  lui  obeir,  il  Tetait 
encore  davantage  de  leur  commander;  et  qu'il  retoxir- 
nerait  k  Tafilet  avec  plus  de  plaisir  qu'il  n'en  etait  sorii 
pour  rdgner  sur  des  esprits  aussi  inconstants  et  des 
araes  aussi  mercenaires  que  les  leurs. 

Les  officiers  des  Noirs, surpris  de  trouvcrsi  peu  d'am- 
bition  et  tant  de  ddgoCit  dans  leur  Roi,  craignirent  qu'il 
ne  se  retir^t,  et  que  par  sa  retraite  il  ne  les  privM  des 
sommes  qu'il  leur  avait  promises,  aussi  bien  que  de  la 
ran<;:on  des  esclaves  que  les  Fran^ais  avaient  dessein  de 
racheter.  lis  temoigndrent  done  ^  ce  Prince  le  chagrin 
qu'ilsavaient  de  ce  quequelques-unsd'entre  eux  n'avaient 
pas  execute  ses  ordres;  ils  lui  oifrirent  leurs  services 
avec  beaucoup  de  zeie  et  s'engagerent  de  plus  ^  lui  ame- 
ner Muley  Matade,  s'il  le  voulait  absolument.  Le  Roi 
n'insista  pas  davantage  sur  cet  article  et  se  contenia 
des  marques  apparentes  de  leur  soumission  ;  ii  ne  songea 
plus  qu'^  renouer  la  negociation  dont  le  rachat  des 
esclaves  fran<;aisetait  Tobjet.  II  envoya  une  seconde  fois- 
le  m^me  Juif  avec  le  secretaire  du  Conseil,  pour  faire 
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de  nouvelles  propositions.  Le  marquis  d'Antin  avaitit6 
oblig*  de  s'eloigner  de  la  c6te,  ct  avait  laiss6  k  la  rade 
M.  le  Chevalier  de  Caylus  pour  conclure  le  traits,  s'il  y 
voyait  jour.  Les  d6put6s  du  Roide  Maroc  s'adress^rent 
done  k  celui-ci.  Apr6s  quelques  d^bats,  il  fut  convenu 
que  tou^  les  esclaves  fran^ais  au  nombre  de  soixante- 
quinze  seraient  rachetis  moyennant  quarante  et  un  mllle 
piastres  mexiques,  raais  qu'on  ne  d^livrerait  cette  somme 
que  iorsque  les  esclaves  seraient  i  bord  des  vaisseaux 
fran9ais.  Sidy  Mohamed  parut  content  de  ce  traiti.  Il 
chargea  le  Juif  et  le  secretaire  de  I'ex^cuter,  de  faire 
conduire  les  esclaves  k  Mahmore,  et  de  porier  les  qua- 
rante et  un  mille  piastres  aux  Noirs,  en  attendant  qu'il 
pCit  les  satisfaire  entiSrement. 

Les  deux  dSputes'ne  manqu^rent  pas  une  occasion  si 
favorable  d'assouvirleur avarice.  Lorsqu'ils  annonc^rent 
aux  esclaves  qu'ils  allaient  recouvrer  la  liberty,  lis  se 
firent  beaucoup  valoir ;  et  leur  insinu^rent  que  c'^tait  k 
eux  qo'iJs  la  devaient  et  qu'ils  pouvaient  encore  leur 
nuire.  Les  esclaves,  voyant  bien  le  motif  de  ces  discours 
et  craignant  I'effet  de  leur  mauvaise  volonte,  leurdon- 
n^rent  un  quintal  d'argent,  qui  ^taii  dans  le  d^p6t  dela 
N*aticn.  ^ 

Ce  premier  gain  ne  leur  suffit  pas.  Avant  que  les 
esclaves  se  misseirt  en  marche,  ces  n^gociateucs  fourbes 
et  avides  se  rendirent  au  bord  de  M.  d'Antin  qui  6tait 
de  retour  A  Sal^,  et  lui  dirent  sans  ordre  du  Prince, 
que  les  captifs  ne  seraient  point  relAch^s,  k  moins  qu'ils 
n*augmentAt  de  quatre  mifle  piastres  le  prix  de  leur  ran- 
fon.  M.  d^Antin  fut  indign^  de  leur  mauvaise  foi.  Ce- 
pendant,  sacrifiant  son  ressentiment  A  Tavantage  de  tant 
de  malheureux,  ilvoulut  bien  en  passer  par  cette  condi- 
tion; raais  il  leur  dit,  que  si  dans  huit  jours  les  esclaves 
n'^taient  pas  prftts  k  s*embarquer,  on  ne  le  reverrait 
plus  sur  la  cAte.  Les  deux  agents  lui  prominent  que 
dans  cct  intervalle,  tous  les  captifs  se  rendraient  infail- 
liblement  A  Sal6,  ou  A  Mahmore,  et  prirent  cong6  de 
lui.  M.  le  marquis  d*Antin  fit  lever  TaRcre,  et  fut  croi- 
ser  dans  ces  mers  pendant  huit  joors.^ 

Les  esclaves  se  mirent  enfin  en  routele  1 3  aoCit  1737/ 
k  peine  furent  ils  sortis  de  la  ville  que  leurs  conducteurs 
int6ress6s  ne  voulurent  pas  les  laisser  aller  plus  avant, 
k  moins  que  les  esclaves  ne  les  d^frayassent,  k  quoi 
ceux-ci  furent  obliges  de  consentir.  A  mesure  qu  ils 
s*eioignaient  de  Miquen^s  chantant  VIn  exitu  Israel, 
lenr  escorte  grossissait  toujours.  II  vint  entre  autres 
quarante  soldats  qui  se  disaient  envoyds  de  la  part  des 
Noirs;  et  les  pauvres  esclaves  ^taient  forces  de  pour- 
voir  k  la  nourriture  de  tout  ce  monde  ;  en  sorte  que  ces 
conducteurs  qui  pr^tendaient  ne  les  accompagner  que 
pour  emp6chcr  qu'iis  ne  fussent  pill^s  par  Jes  Arabes, 
les  mirent  bientAt  en  ^tat  de  ne  point  cniindre  cet 
inconvenient. 

Les  esclaves  arrivirent  k  Mahmore  le  18  aoCit  17^7, 
leur  premier  soin  fut  de  se  rendre  sur  le  bord  de  la  mer, 
d'oO,  ayant  aperfu  deux  vaisseaux  portant  pavilion  fran- 
^ais,  ils  furent  irouver  le  Gouverneur  du  bord,  et  lui 
demand^rent  la  permission  de  faire  tirer  un  coup  de 
canon,  et  d'arborer  le  mfeme  pavilion.  II  en  coOta  beau- 
coup  aux  esclaves  pour  Tobtenir;  encore  leur  fut-elle 
inutile.  Car  les  deux  vaisseaux  continu^rent  leur  route 
vers  Sale  oii  M.  d'Antin  croyait  que  les  esclaves 
Tattendaient.  Cet  incident  replongea  ceux-ci  dans  la 
tristesse.    Apr^s  avoir    depensi  tous    leurs  fonds,   ils 


etaient  exposes  plus  que  jamais  aux  mauvais  traitemeats 
de  leurs  conducteurs,  qui  les  menac^rent  de  les  mettre 
entre  les  mains  d'Aliben  Abdala,  Gouverneur  d^Tmh- 
ger. 

Celui-ci  sous  pr^texte  de  pourvoir  k  la  sQrete  dc  la 
ville,  Tavait  fait  fortifier,  et  s'y  etait  ensuite  rendu  indS- 
pendant.  Ce  petit  souverain  envoyait  des  vaisseaux  em. 
course  ;  et  il  y  avait  alors  k  Tanger  trente  Ftan^ats  qui  j 
g^missaient  dans  la  plus  dure  captivity.  Intraitabie 
envers  tout  le  monde,  il  etait  cruel  k  Texcis  envers  les 
esclaves.  Ceux  de  la  ran^on  desquels  on  etait  convenu, 
et  qui  n'attendaient  que  le  retour  de  M.  d'Antin  pour 
recouvrer  entierement  leurliberte,  ne  purent  evitercc 
jiouveau  fleau  qu'en  faisant  au  profit  de  leurs  ccodoc- 
teurs  plusieurs  billets  payables  par  M .  d'Aniin^ 

Enfin,  le  25'  aoClt  les  vaisseaux  reparurent.  Le  marquk 
d^Antin  se  fit  connaitre  par  son  pavilion  et  en  faisam 
tirer  trois  coups  de  canon.  Le  fort  lui  repondit  etarbom 
pavilion  blanc.  Un  secretaire  du  Roi  qui  avait  accooi- 
pagne  les  esclaves,  sembarqua  avcc  le  Juif;  et  ils  fuiect 
ensemble  k  bord  du  vaisseau  de  M.  d'Antin,  qtti  lc% 
re^ut  avec  distinction,  et  les  pressa  de  lui  env6yerlc« 
esclaves,  les  assurant  que  Targent  etait  pret.  Le  Juif  le 
pria  de  lui  donner  la  ran^on  de  vingt  esclaves,  pour 
montrer  cet  argent  aux  Noirs  qui  etaient  dans  le  cha- 
teau, et  lui  promit  de  lui  envoyer  sur-le-champ  un  pareil 
nombre  de  captifs  fran^ais.  M  d'Antin  y  consentit- 
Mais  lorsqi'on  les  lui  eut  amenes,  il  dit  avec  fermeld 
qu'il  n'etair  pas  question  de  faire  tant  de  voyages,  et 
qu'il  voulait  avoir  le  reste  desesclaves  tout  i  la  fois;  son 
intention  n'etant  point  de  rester  longtemps  sur  celie 
c6te,  dans  une  saison  ou  le  plus  souvent  la  mer  n'est  psft 
tenable.  M.  d'Antin  etait  dej^connu  en  ce  pays-Uk,  et 
la  juste  crainte  qu'eurent  ces  negociateurs  qu'on  ne  Tof- 
fensSit  pas  impunement,  les  empecha  de  mettre  i 
usage  les  detours  dont  ils  auraient  bien  voulu  se  servir 
pour  gagner  du  temps,  et  satisfaire  encore  plus  leur 
avarice. 

En   effet,   le  lendemain  le  Juif  fit   monter   tous  les 
esclaves  dans  une  barque,  les  fouillant  I'un  apres  TaUtre 
k  mesure  qu*ils  y  entraient,  en  sorte  que  tout  ce  <|ui 
pouvait  leur  rester  leur  fut  enleve  ;  et  il  les  conduisil  A 
bord  du  vaisseau  de  M.  d'Antin. 

Rien  n'aurait  sans  doute  manque  k  leur  joie,  s'ili 
n'eussent  trouve  le  pere  de  Caze  malade,  et  presque 
expirant.  II  sembiait  que  la  Providence  t6l  vouUi 
recompenser  des  ce  monde  ce  Saint*  ReligieuK,  em 
permeitant  qu'un  si  grand  nombre  d'escUves,  k  la  liberie 
desquels  il  avait  sacrifie  son  repos  et  sa  vie,  recueii- 
lissent  ses  derniers  soupirs<  et  le  consotassent  de  ses 
gloricux  travaux,  par  la  vue  de  leur  succes. 

Le  26  aout  les  esclaves  etant  tous  embarqu^ 
M.  d'Antin  fit  lever  Tancre,  et  prit  la  route  de  Cadtx, 
Oil  il  resta  environ  trois  scmaines.  II  mit  ensuite  klm 
voile,  et  arriva  k  Toulon  le  9  octobre  17)7. 
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Le  montant  de  la  souscriptwn  rC est  pas  linuU^ 
mais  le  Bulletin  nest  scrvi  pendant  un  an^ 
rju^auxpersonnes  ayant  verse  au  moins  30  francs^ 
Ce  minimum  est  seulement  de  2')  francs  pour  Us 
officiers  et  fonctionnaires  coloniaux. 
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BULLETIN     DU    COMIT^ 


L'Emprunt  Mimm  au  Libiria 

SON  RETET  PAR  LE    S^NAT   AMARICAIN 


Nous  uvons  public  ici  iii6me,  Tan  dernier,  une 
elude  sur  rKinprunl  aniericain  au  Liberia (1).  Nous 
raj)pellprons  que  nous  faisions  remarquer  que  le 
projet  (lu  (Jouvernement  ani6ricain  si  Aprement 
cl6feu(hu  a  la  tribuue  de  la  (]hanibre  des  Ilepre- 
senlaiits  par  le  secretaire  d*Ktat  am^ricain,  aussi 
bien  (pie  dans  la  presse  devouee  aux  ordres  de 
M.  Huglies,  n'avait  pas  encoi'c  6le  ratifi6e  par  le 
Parleuiont  amerirain.  Qucbjues  inois  plus  tard, 
(laiis  uri  eiitrefilel,  nous  annoncions  (2)  (pie  la 
Cliainbre  des  Kepresenlaute  par  11  voix  contre 
9,  avail  ralifie  le  projet  gouverneniental. 

Le  lrioni[)he  de  M.  Ilugbes  n\*Uul  dii  qira  la 
canipagne  de  presse  quMl  avail  nienee  au  noin  des 
principes  de  liberie  el  do  fralernile  donl  savent  se 
recomniandcT  h  roccasion,  en  vue  de  buls  imp6- 
rialisLes,  les  homines  qui  dii'igent  la  polilicjue 
aniericviino. 

II  ne  resfaildoiic  plus  qu'a  obleiiir  le  vole  du 
S(3nal  pour  (jue  la  main-niise  americaine  sui'  la 
Libc^ria  fnl  iin  fail  accompli. 

11  (Hail  difficile  a  un  FraiK;ais  de  se  rendre 
comple,  a  distance,  des  chances  que  p(|[ivait  avoir 
le  projet  pouverneiiK^nlal  nmericain  cnUre  ou  non 
ratific"'  par  le  Senat. 

Cependanl  le  rejet.  au  ])reauer  examen,  par  la 
a  Commission  des  voics  elniovens  ))delaChambre, 
du  projet  d'emprunt.et  finalement  son  vote  ft  une 
Ir^s  faibh^  majority,  laissaienl  supposer  (jue  le 
S6nat,  ou  les  passions  sont  plus  violenles  el  les 
luUes  pkis  Aprils,  ne  voterait  vraisemblablement 
pas  sans  discussion  le  programme  cher  a  I'hono- 
rabli^  secretaire  d'Elat  am(^ri("ain. 

Nous  avious  \  u  juste  puis(|ue,  le  20  novembre 
dernier,  par  k2  voix  contre  33,  le  S^nat  a  repousse 
rem[)runt  liborien. 

II  n'esl  |)as  sans  inl(^r(^t  de  eechercher  dans 
quelles  conditions  s*est  effectu(3  le  vote  des  sena- 
teurs  de  Washington. 

Les  comples  rendus  des  s(''ances  du  Senat,  la 
campaj^ne  de  presse  enlreprise,  aussi  bien  du  c<Me 
gouveinemenlal  (pie  du  c6t6  de  ro{)posilion,  vont 
nous  renseigner  sur  les  (lessons  de  i'affaire  et  sur 
le  vote  qui  en  a  61(3  le  denouement. 

II  fant  toujours,  qnand  il  s*agit  de  questions  ou 
la  race  noire  est  en  jeu,  se  ra|)peler  le  point  de 
vue  americain  en  ce  qui  concerne  les  «  coloured 
men  )>.  Or,  il  ne  semble  pas,  juscpiici,  que  les 
Americains  aiiMil  abandonn6  leurs  i)r6ventions  i 
regard  de  cette  race,  non  seulemenl  chez  eux, 
inais  aussi  en  dehors  de  leur  territoire.  II  suffit  de 
rappoler  la  conduite  de  certains  officiers  blancs 
amt^ricains  vis-a-vis  de  soldat*  (voire  m^me  d*of- 
ficiers)  de  nos  troupes  noires  pendant  la  guerre  et 
sur  notre  propre  terriloiie. 

(1)  Afrique  francnisr,  1922,  p.  141. 

(2)  Afrif/iie  /rnncntse,  1922,  p    33J. 


II  apparaissait  done,  des  I'abord,  (pie  les  s6na- 
teursani6ricainsverraienl  la  question  de  reniprunt 
lib6rien  sous  cet  aspect  :  «  Y  avait-il  lieu  d'aider 
des  Niigres  d'un  point  du  globe  h  faire  quehiue 
chose  et  h  se  relever  mcime  sous  la  f6rule  ameri- 
caine? »  On  ne  pouvait,  en  effet,  laisser  efitendre 
urdi  ei  orbi  i\\io\\  allait  annexer  purement  et  sim- 
plement  la  R6pul)lique  de  la  Cdte  des  Graines  on 
encore  que  le  votede  reniprunt  permeltrait  de  dis- 
Iribucrquelques  «  pots  de  vin  »  it  d'influents  61ec- 
teurs  c(  colorc^s  »,  sans  compter  les  operations  aux- 
quelles  allaient  se  livrer  les  financiers  appel6s  h 

la  cur6e. 

Le  projet  d'emprunt  fut  done,  aprfes  le  vole  de 
la  Chambre  des  llepr^sentants,  remis  au  Senat. 
Li-bascomme  ici,  une  Commission  c(  comp^lenle  », 
en  Tespfece  le  c(  Finance  Committee  »,  6tudie  les 
projcts  et  en  propose  le  rejet,  rajourneraent  ou  le 

vote. 

M.  Hughes  recommenca  done,  pr^s  de  la|Coin- 

mission   fiuancifere  du  S6nal,  la   campagne  (ju'il 

avail  men6e  h  la  Chambre  des  deputes. 

Le  president  Harding,  dans  son  message  du 
21  novembre,  ne  parla  point  de  reniprunt  lib^rien 
quoiqu'on  s'y  attendil. 

Des  le  2i,  par  contre,  le  senateur  Harrison  pro- 
testa  avec  violence  contre  le  projet  gouverne- 
mental.  «  C'est  chose  assez  ^6n([M'alement  admise, 
dit-il  an  cours  de  son  discours,  que  certaines  per- 
sonnes  ont  un  conlral  avec  le  Couvernement  du 
Liberia,  leur  assuranl,  au  cas  ou  remprunt  serait 
autorise,  une  commission  de^oO.OOO  dollars.  Ce 
n'esl  pas  un  secret  (jue  les  beneficiaires  de  ce 
contrat  sont  gens  de  couleur.  On  les  a  vus  abon- 
damment  dans  les  corridors  du  S^nat,  prenant  les 
S(maleurs  par  le  bouton  de  leur  habit  et  usaid  de 
toute  influence  pour  obtenir  le  vole  du  projet.  » 

Selon  le  s6nateur  Harrison  ^<  la  somme  h  four- 
nir  i)ar  les  coAtribuables  anu^ricains  »  serait  par- 
tagee  entre  MM.  W.  H.  Lewis,  r^publicain  influent 
(jadis  adjoint  a  rAttorney  g6n6ral),  Emmett 
J.  Scott,  secretaire  et  tr(^sorier  de  rUniversit6 
Harvard  (section  des  «  coloured  men  »),  James 
A.  Cobb,  ancien  adjoint  au  district  Attorney  de 
Washington,  le  XY  Ernest  Lyon,  de  Baltimore, 
ancien  ministre  des  Etats-Unis  au  Liberia  et  beau- 
|)^re  de  deux  Lib^riens  influents,  fr^quemmenl 
minislresdans  les  combinaisons  gouvernementales 
liberiennes,  W.  L.  Houston,  homme  de  loi,  qui  a 
el^  recemnienl  appele  par  le  president  Harding  h 
si6ger  dans  le  «  Hoard  of  Education  ».  Tons  ces 
hommes  appartiennent  au  parti  r^publicain  et  sou- 
tiennent  par  suite  pr^s  de  r(^lement  «  color6  »  le 
parti  actuellement  au  pouvoir. 

lln  autre  senateur,  M.  Norris,  fit  6. son  tour  un 
discours  d'une  ironie  que  ne  renieraient  j)()iiit 
quelques-uns  des  nitres.  11  (it  allusion  anx 
immenses  services  rendus  pendant  la  guerre  par 
le  Liberia.  L'enthousiasme  des  soldals  lib(Tiens 
fut  tel,  dit-il,  que  les  Allemands  se  senlirent  per- 
dus  en  les  vovant  entrer  dans  la  lutte.  Pas  un  des 
soldals  de  la  R^pnblique  ne  se  laissa  prendre.  Pas 
un  navire  portant  le  pavilion  h  Tunique  6toile  ne 
fut  coul6. 
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Or,  nul  u'ignore  que  pas  un  soldat  lib^rien  n'a 
616  offert  par  le  Gouvernement  de  Monrovia  aux 
Alli6s.  Le  Gouvernement  franc^ais  avail  pens6  que 
la  constitution  d'un  bataillon  de  500  honimes,  qui 
aurait  6te  incorpor6  dans  un  de  nos  regiments 
g6n6galais,  serait  cliose  facilenienl  realisable  par 
le  Gouvernement  lib^rien  qui  aurait  ainsi  prouv6 
sa  bonne  volonte.  Notre  charg6  d' Affaires  avail 
done  fait  une  demarche  dans  ce  sens.  Une  r6ponse 
6vasive  lui  fut  faile  el  pas  un  homme  ne  fut  re- 
crut6.  Quant  h  la  marine  lib6rienne,  Tunique  re- 
pr6sentant  qu'ellc  poss^dait  h  la  declaration  de 
guerre,  une  petite  canonniere  k  petrole,  ful  coul6e 
par  le  sous-marin  allemand  qui  vint,  le  10  avril 
1918,  bombarder  notre  station  ^e  Telegraphie  sans 
fil.  Les  seuls  dommages  caus6s  le  furenl  h  des 
proprietes  fran^aises  (si  on  en  excepte  un  ou  deux 
tu68  et  blesses  lib6riens  et  la  perte  du  gunboat 
President  HoKvard).  On  voitdonc  toule  Tironie  du 
86nateur  Norris  qui  nous  parall  fort  bien  renseign6 
8ur  les  gens  el  les  choses  du  Liberia. 

Passons  sous  silence  quelques  r6pliques,  ou  les 
s6nateurs  de  Topposition  montr^rent  leur  parfaite 
connaissance  de  la  situation  du  Liberia.  L'und'eux, 
le  s6nateur  Heed,  du  Missouri,  fit  voir  ce  qu'avait 
d'insens6  la  pretention  d'une  infime  minorile  de 
Nfegres  civilises  (il  en  porte  le  nombre  k  500)  de 
Youloir  (c  coloniser  »  le  million  d'indig^nes  bar- 
bares  deTinterieur  dont  quelques  tribus  praliquent 
encore  ranthropophagie. 

Le  parti  g^ouvernemental,  h  son  tour,  prit  Tof- 
fensive.  Les  oraleurs  qui  se  succederent  ne  man- 
qu^Tenl  pas  de  faire  allusion  k  la  delte  ncluelle 
du  Liberia  (emprunt  de  1912),  i  la  proporfion  des 
porteurs  de  bons  de  nationalite  etrang^re,  anglais 
et  frangais,  ainsi  qu'au  faible  pourcentage  <les  por- 
teurs americains,  laissant  entendre  que  si  on  ne 
Taidait  pas,  le  Liberia  serait  incapable  de  se  rele- 
ver  et  deviendrail  la  proie  des  banquiers  euro- 
p6ens. 

On  ne  manqua  pas  egalement  de  rap])cler  la 
lettre  du  secretaire  d'Etat  Hughes,  recomnmridant 
lo  projet.  Son  insertion  au  procfes-verbal  fut  de- 
mandee  ainsi  que  celle  du  lexte  de  sa  deposilioii 
du  19  avril  1922  devant  la  Comniission.  Cette 
d6|M^sition  k  pen  pres  semblable  i  celle  qu'il  nvait 
faile  devant  la  «  Commission  des  voies  et  moyens  » 
de  la  Cliambre  des  deputes,  renouvelait  Fobliga- 
tion  morale,  pour  les  Etats-Unis,  d(5  ne  pas  aban- 
donner  la  petite  liepublicjue.  M.  Hughes  mppelail 
k  nouveau  les  noms  des  Presidents  (jni  avaient 
promis  leur  concours  aux  Liberiens.  Ge  serait, 
disaif-il  a  nouveau,  comme  il  avail  fail  a  la  Cliam- 
bre des  deputes,  une  «  failure  »  de  voire  part 
d  abandonner  la  Republique  africaine,  a  \  think 
it's  a   point  of  honour  that  this  loan   should  be 

made  ».  * 

» 

II  ajoutait  que  le  Gouvernement  des  Etals-Unis 
RC  trouverait  dans  une  fausse  situation  vis-A-vis  de 
I'Angloterre  et  de  la  France,  si  Tomprunt  etiiil 
rejete.  «  Nous  avons  demande  aux  Anglais  et  aux 
Fran^aisde  se  retirerel  de  ne  plus  former  de  plan, 
les  assurant  qu'il  existait  ici  un  programme  am^- 
ricain   et  que  c^  n'etait  ni  notre   desir  ni   noire 


envie  qu'aucun  obslaclc  barrAt  la  roul«  h  la  reali- 
sation de  ce  i)rogramme  americaiii  ». 

On  sail  comment  le  Gouvernement  fran^ais 
avail  adhere  k  celle  main-mise  non  deguisee  des 
Etals-Unis  sur  la  Liberia  et  les  protestations  qu'il 
n'a  cesse  de  faire  entendre  t\  Washington  ice  sujel 
(iepuis  1918.  On  sail  aussi  de  quelle  fa^on  les 
Anghus  avaient  ac([uiesce  au  programme  ameri- 
cain  en  demandant  pour  eux-memes  la  liberie 
(i'agir  en  Perse!  Tout  ceci  est  deja  du  domaine  de 
I'hisloire  et  nous  renvoyons  nos  lecteurs  h  Tarticle 
(jue  nous  avons  public  en  mars  1922  surce  sujet. 
Quoi  (lu'il  en  soil,  malgr6  les  appels  pressants  <lu 
secretaire  d'Etat  Hughes,  au  nationalism®,  k  I'in- 
terei,  au  seatiment  des  honorables  senateurs  ame- 
licains,  malgre  riiitervenlion  du  President  lui- 
meme,  malgre  les  efforts  des  leaders  de  la  majo- 
rite,  les  sSnateurs  Lodge  et  Curtis,  Temprunt  a 
ete  renvoyS  «  sans  instructions  »  h  la  Commission 
financi^re,  ce  qui  equivaut  k  un  rejet. 

La  presse  americaine  n'avait  point  ete  pendant 
toule  cette  campagne  inactive.  Les  journaux  du 
parti  gouvernemental  n'avaii^d  pas  manque  de 
parler  en  faveur  de  rem[)runt  liberien  au  has  du- 
(|uel  figurait  dejii  la  signaturci  du  President  Har- 
ding. 

Aprfes  Techec  au  Senal,  les  principaux  journaux 
publierenl  uneserie  crarlicles  commentant  le  vole. 
Si  quelques-uns  comme  le  Netr  York  Evening 
PostM  Boston  Transcript,  regretterent  la  decision 
du  Senat,  la  plupart  des  autres  feuilles  approu- 
verent  la  solution  inlervenue. 

Beaucoup  firent  remarquer  (|ue  c'eCil  616  folie  de 
hi  part  des  Etats-Unis  de  s'embarquer  dans  une 
nouvelle  avenlure  coloniale,  rapi)elant  les  desil- 
lusions  des  Phihppines,  de  Porto-llico,  d  Haiti 
{Neir  York  Jrilntne),  Quelques-uns  firent  une 
allusion  aux  650.000  dollars  promis  k  quelques 
leaders  noirs,  le  New  York  Times  entre  autres, 
ainsi  que  le  Saint-lMuis  Globe  Democrat. 

En  resume,  on  sent  h  la  lecture  des  journaux 
americains  que  la  totalite  des  democrales,  sans 
c/)mpler  bon  nombre  de  republicains  (13  s6nateurs 
dp  ce  parti  out  vote  conlre),  n'ont  pas  approuve 
riniliative  prise  par  le  President  Harding  en  appo- 
sant  sa  signature  au  has  de  Tacte  qui  aurait  livr6 
aux    Etals-Unis    la    Uepubliqno    de    la    CAle  des 

Graines. 

Nous  etudierons  dans  un  ])rochain  article  les 
repercussions  que  va  avoir  au  Liberia  le  rejet  de 
remprunt  americain.  Nul  nignoreietiil  dei)lorable 
dos  finances  liberiennes.  Comment  la  i)etite  Uepu- 
I)lique  va-l-elle  sorlir  de  cette  impasse?    « 

Uenk  Thierry. 
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IVouA  aecepterona  avec  reconnalA- 
•oince  lea  llstea  de  noma  pour  la  pro* 
pagande  Que  MM.  lea  AdbArenta  ^oa- 
dratent.  bleu  noua  adreaaer. 
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Ia'  CoiiiieU  lie  (lOdrrrnemcnl  (le  jmivier.  —  Qwlques  gueslioHS 
bri)laiitt's  :  la  reprHeuLnlion  de  hi  ruhmic  frtnirckise  drvanl 
le  Gmirrrnrini^ni  ;  I'chtt  dr  sxeiji*.  —  Les  nperaiions  miii- 
Idires  dv  i92^i  :  tai  rapp<n't  de  M.  (Uilury  de  La  mazier  e^  nii 
(ulicle  da  '{v[i\\\^.  —  La  grandr  setnaim'  vconomiquc  de 
(\isabl(inra,  —  Un  nourel  agenceinenl  des  priiims  afjriadcs. 
--  line  lieuretise  missiofi  de  M.  f*ielri.  '  La  contrihulinn 
fiwinrirrv  du  f'rotectoral  nux  drpenses  milifaifrs  et  le 
Inidgt't  de  1923.  —  La  f'oii/rrenre  d\Al(jer  :  unite j  mm ; 
vnwn.  lyui.  —  La  mnladie  du  marechal  Ltjauteij  el  la 
rrciinmiissance  dun  peuple.  —  l^ne  visile  excepivninelie  du 
suit  (Hi  a  Fez. 

Le  Inalai^se  mondial  est  krop  evident,  I'incerti- 
tnde  dii  lendemain  trop  annihilnntc  potir  (pi'on 
ne  Si'  rejouisse  pas  d'etre  cependant  l/Mnoin  de 
ces  lieures  r^confortantes  oii  gouvernants  et  gou- 
vern(^s  manifestent  un  ^gal  sovici  de  la  chose 
|)ubli(fue.  A  ce  point  de  vue,  le  (^onseil  de  (Jou- 
verneinent  (jui  s'est  tenu  le  8  Janvier  a  Casablanca 
a  6te  particulierenient  edifiant.  Efait-ce  -parce 
(pTil  s  etait  assemble  la  oh  Teflorl  eolonisateur 
s'(*st  le  plus  accuse,  dans  la  ville  qui  tient  un  peu 
la  ptnce  d'un  Paris  poj)uIaire,  a  proximile  d'un 
Versailles  Irt^s  officiel?  Klait^e  d'lHre  nombreux? 
Toujours  est-il  que  ce  fut  dans  une  atmosphere  de 
|)arfaile  cordialite  et  dVntrain  qu'on  y  aborda 
loules  les  (juestions  de  I'ordre  du  jour.  Au  demeu- 
ranl.  nous  somnies  certain  que  de  toute  reunion 
du  (]()nseil  l(*s  uns  el  les  autres  eni[M)rtent  une 
notion  plus  coin[)lete.  plus  avert ie  des  ri'alites.  Le 
ron(*ti(>nnaii'e  est  alteinl  de  deformation  profes- 
sioimelle/  Le  cohm,  pan*illemenl.  L'o[>ti(|U(*  de 
celui-la  est  courte,  emmuree  parfois;  Toptique  de 
celui-ri  se  limite  a  un  champ  tres  borne,  a  moins 
(prelle  ne  s*en  echappe  pour  fiure  dun  cas  con^ 
rret  une  {j:eneralite  :  c'est  ainsi  (|U  on  s'eltne  du 
physi(pu*  au  ruetaphysique,  el  rien  n'est  plus 
(laufrereux  on  maliere  de  polili(]ue  on  de  sim[)le 
administration. 

Tel  {\\\'\\  fcMictionne  actuellement,  le  Conseil  de 
(louvernemenl  reinplit  son  but  :  il  assui^e  la  par- 
ticipation (les  represenlants  des  colons.  I^  pai'ti- 
cipation  des  indijjenes  s'effectue  indirectement  par 
la  presence  au  (]onseil  dun  haul  fonctionnaiiM*, 
ap|)el^  <«  Conseiller  du  Liouvernemeiil  clieriiiiMi.  » 
cpii  est  le  delegue  du  sultan  el  de  ses  ininistres. 
Le  Cfis  e(*heaiit,  les  sections  indij^enes  des  (]ham- 
bresde  (Commerce  et  diip^riculture  pen\ent  trans- 
metln^  leurs  vceux  au  (.onseil  [>ar  rinterniediaire 
des  clH»fs  (i(»  rejj:ion,  agents  francais  de  controhv 
'Que  la  represenlalion  de  la  colonic  fiancaise  doive 
etre  augmentee  an  sein  du  f^onseil,  nul  n*est  dis- 
pose k  le  coutester  — 'nieme  au  (iouveinement. 
line  rei>r^senlalion  emananl  deconnnercants,  (Tin- 
dnstriels,*  (rafrricuUeuis  ne  pent  porter  en  soi 
(pru!ie  garanlie  (X)nlre  le  desordiT.  car  elle  corres- 
pond a  des  inlertits  pennanenls,  a  dos  groupe- 
ments  naturels,  sociaux,  jdutot  qu'ades  etiquettes 
servies  par  des  ideologies  :  elle   exprime  avant 


la  C4)mp6tence.   Mais  ce  serait   meconnaitre 
eeessites  de  I'heure  (lue  se  livrer  incontinent 


ton! 

les  neeessites  de  in  cure  (] 
h  de  cerUiines  reformes.  Au  demeurant,  on  ne 
saurail  nier  sans  i>arti-pris  que  le  Pn)teclorat  ait 
pratique  une  polili(|ue  liberale.  Le  traile  de  Fez 
est  de  1912.  Or,  des  1fM3,  le  Man)C  [)ossMe  des 
Chambres  de  commerce  ol  d'agricultm-e  on  dos 
Chambres  niixles,  lesquelh^s  pourront  filre.elues  en 
1919;  en  1918,  on creele Conseil  de  (jouvernement 
niensuel  et,  en  1919,  les  sections  indigenes  des 
Chambres.  En  Tunisie,  (pie  les  dernitres  reformes 
du  Resident  general,  M.  Saint,  out  Iransformee 
dans  rimaghiation  de  (pn^lques-uns  de  nos  mmpa- 
triotes  en  terre  de  piomission,  il  ne  nous  apparalL 
point  (jue  le  16gislateur  soit  alle  si  vile  en  besogne. 
Ai)res  que  le  Iraile  du  Bardo  de  1881  eut  616 
consacre.  en  1883,  |)ar  le  traile  de  la  Marsa,  une 
Chambre  de  Commerce  Tut  creee  en  1885,  qu'on 
ne  d6doubla  cpfc^n  1892,  epoqne  ou  fut  etablie 
une  Chambre  (rAgi'icullure.  Des  arrcMes  de  1895, 
de  1902  et  d(»  1!M)6  orgauisen^id  des  Chambres  de 
Conunerce  et  d'Agriculture  a  Tunis,  a  Sousse,  h 
Sfax  et  h  Hi/ert(\  La  Conference  consultative  ne 
fut  creee  cpren  18!IG;  ce  nest  (|u'a  partir  de  1905 
(pie  ses  m(»nd)res  furent  clus  non  plus  par  le  suf- 
frage a  deux  degres,  mais  p/u*  le  suffmge  uni- 
versel  et  direct  :  juscju^a  cetle  epoipie  la  Conft^- 
rence  consullalivc  de  Tunisie  etait  restee  soumif^e 
a  la  nu'^nie  ccmiposition  cpie  notrt*  actuel  (Conseil 
de  rjouvernemeuL  (}\i^\\l  a  Tcxamen  du  budget, 
il  ne  fut  accorde  a  la  ConfertMice  <pi>n  1997.  soil 
rim]i'(iiwlr('  nniieea  npri*s  r^tfiblissnuent  du  Prc^ 
(ertornt.  En  realite,  qu'il  s'agisse  de  nos  posses- 
sions de  TAfritpie  occidentale  on  equatoriale,  ou 
de  celles  de  rExtreme-Orient,  on  n'apercoit  pas 
qii'aucune  relorm(»  d'ordre  politique  s'y  soit 
i)peree  avant  Theure.  C'est  que  les  Gouvemements 
n^sponsables,  places  haul  pour  voir  tout  el  loin, 
n'ont  pas  l\  precipiter  des  actes  destines  i  durer. 
C<*rtes,  leur  devoir  est  de  prendre  en  considera- 
tion les  interOls  de  chacun,  mais  seulement  dans 
la  mesure  ou  ils  ne  contreiliseid  pas  h  Tinter^t 
geiu'Mal,  et  la  demonstration  n'est  |)liisa  fain^  de 
ce  que  Tint^n'^t  g6n6ral  nVst  pas  obligatoirement 
une  somme  des  inler^ts  parliculiers. 

Pour  rinslant,  le  Maroc  dont  la  corKpuMc^  n'est 
uullemont  assimilable  a  celle  d(*  la  Tunisie,  (jui 
s'esl  faiU^  presque  sans  effusion  de  sang,  reste  en 
etat  de  siege.  Nous  compreudrons  ([u'il  en  soit 
ainsi  jusijua  ce  (|ue  les  dissidents  (pii  monent 
contre  nous  une  vraie  gu(»rre  et  sont  a  Taffilt  des 
moindres  ^venements  ressorlissant  a  notie  poli- 
liijue  inlerieure  comme  a  notn'  politique  ext6- 
rieure,  aieut  demande  ramau.  On  pergoit  que  cet 
etat  de  choses  ne  soil  pas  precisement  favorable  k 
raboutissement  de  (juehiues  revendiailions.  Quon 
le  veuille  ou  non.  I'ceuvre  de  la  pacification  mili- 
taire  est  bien  le  fait  dominant  :  la  premiere  pi^eoc- 
cupatioii  du  (Jouveruement.  11  ne  faut  pas  oublier 
(pie.  ouli^  les  difficultes  n6es  de  la  guerre  mon- 
diale,  le  Protectorat  doit  ruotidiennement  sur- 
monter  les  difficultes  n'sultanl  de  la  propre  cowr 
(pu'^le  des  /ones  insoumises  Si  cette  c(m(pi('»te  se 
meul    instantanemenl  en    pacification,    elle  n'en 


k  r 


.^fS.- 


"k.' 


ite^ 


wmmm 


•^"  * 


r,,-    -.y,^-. 


"^^'"W^ 


^T^^r:^; 


\  V:^-  •"J:  «r>¥''  ■"  "^T  w-^ 


DE    I/AFRIQUE    FRANgAISK 


i2» 


exigo  jitts  UKoiiiS,  d'abuitl,  rellLt)rt  le  pluH  seneux 
et  k  [Alls  soutonu  de  nos  Innji^s  (jui,  sur  un  ter- 
min  diffi(:i^(^  —  le  Moye^n  el  le  Gmud  Atl»s  — 
conibaltenl  un  adversaiit?  habile,  fouatique.  La 
pacification,  depuis  deux  aas,  a*lfait  de  larges 
enfjarnbees.  Kit  raisoii  ni(>nie  d'ltne  progrrssioii 
aussi  rapide  qu  irripoitaitle,  la  securite  est  en  ces 
lieux  relativement  [irocaire  :  let^  postes  oet  a  sur- 
vt^ilkp  nil  horizon  etendu.  Et  proj^ression  implique 
orj^^aiiisalioii,  rivilisatioii.  Tout  cela  ne  s'edifie  pas 
saos  peioo  ni  argent.  Dun  exan^en  ohj^ctif  de  la 
situation  il  est  aise  a  Tespril  impartial  de  dega^^iT 
la  n^cetisito  d'uu  conunaiidement  absolmnent 
lijbre,  tant  an  politique  qu'au  militaire.  La  con- 
i]w>ie  du  Maroc  sifm  s'()|)^fe  pap  le  pi-estige  per- 
sonnel et  la  dii)loniatie  du  Mareclnil  Lyautey  nou 
nMi««s  qu(*  i)ar  la  fovcv  des  armes.  Les  indi}2:^n(*s 
croient  a  la  difoiiUs  h  roinuiscieuce,  a  rinfaillibi- 
lito  du  chef.  L'etat  de  si^^e,  qui  endiguc;  lesi  oppo- 
sitionti  par  trop  syst6matiques,  aide  a  inainU^nir 
le  respect  de  I'aukjrite  si  naturel  chez  un  peuple 
qui  n'admet  pas  que  qui  a  tons  pouvoirs  n'en  use 
p(V8.  De  la  plaioe  a  la  montagne,  de  la  niontagne  a 
la  plaine,  il  n'est  qu'unc^  atrnos[)h('*re,  il  ue  vihre 
qu'une  ame  :  ce  qui  se  dit  et  se  fail  a  (^asaWanca, 
i^  lla]>at.  a  Fez:  n'est  pas  perdu  pour  le  Mestara  ou 
le  Zaiau . 

Quaiiid  ou  a  soi-nu^me  guerroye  contre  les  re- 
iJelles,  on  discerne,  tout  de  go,  de  quelle  sollici- 
tude  il  faul  done  entourer  au  Maioc  cette  force 
mililaii-e,  foi^ce  utilisee  par  une  politique  Siige, 
mats  force  trfts  visible,  toujours  prete,  (pii  a,  de 
towjours,  conditionne  reconomie  du  Protectorat. 
Ott  pent  ecrire  seuis  fauase  honte  que  si,  h  du 
certaines  heures,  nous  avon^  et6  cjuelque  pen 
su^'pris  par  des  relours  offensifs  de  Tadversaii-e, 
jamaiii.  nous  navons  etc  bouscules,  ni  recules.  A 
ua  coup,  nos  gen^raux  ont  ininianquablement  ri- 
I)oste  par  deux  coups.  C'est  la  loagnifique  inbdli- 
gtmce  d'une  direction  jamais  piise  au  depouivu 
(fui  a  fait  le  Maroc  francais  :  elle  a  sauvegarde  le 
labour  de  la  colonic.  Aussi,  I(*s  represi^uUmls  de 
celle-ci  oal^ils  voulu,  le  8  Janvier,  ecouter  avec 
une  attention  fr^s  remarrpi6e  Texpos^  que  le  Ma- 
rshal Lyautey  a  fait  du  prograniinc*  des  opera- 
lions  militaires  pour  192!].  Cette  annoe  doit  iti-e 
decisive  :  partant,  clore  la  periode  des  grand(»s 
ojKVrations.  Kst-re  possible N)ui.  Protuibie ^  Nous 
voudrions  1  affirnier.  Notre  reserve  ne  tient  essen- 
tiellemont  qu*ii  des  raisons  qui^sonl  fonction  d'un 
ordre  ext/M'ieur  au  Maroc.  ^s  rchos  nous  sont 
vemis  du  i^apport  de  Ihonorable  M.  Calary  de  La- 
raazi<^re,  lequol  rapport,  nous  a  dil  le  Tf*mps  du 
5  Janvier  a  sans  niettre  fonnellenient  en  doute 
I'efficacile  des  ni6thodes  de  pacificatioii  actuelle- 
ment  suivies  au  Marrx*  envisage  le  cas  ou  elles 
n'auraient  |)as  produit  tout  leur  plein  effet  dans 
le  delai  prevu,  et  conclut  netlement  h  ce  que  Tex- 
piralion  de  ce  delai  eritratne  automaliquemenl 
iadoption  de  nietbodes  noavelles,  c'est-^iin^  le 
ralentisseinenL  des  dites  operations  et  la  reparti- 
tiun  surun  pins  grand  nonibre  d'exercices  des 
ckarges  qu'elles  entraJnent  ».  Nous  croyons  ici 
que  le  moment  serait  remarquablement  mnl  choisi 


IKmr  ralentir  les  o}>erations.  Ujie  seule  raison  16- 
gitiinerait,  ^  nos  yeux,  une  orientation  nouvelle  : 
riiisucxc^ts.  Or,  le  programme  de  1922  a  rte  realise, 
et  cela,  en  depit  de  reductions  d*effecli(s  iuipre- 
vues,  du  servi(»e  de  dix-huit  mois,  de  la  faiblt^sse 
technique  des  cajdres  subal terriers  :  de  tres  bons 
sous-H>ificiers  fraii(;ais  soul  iiidispensables  k  ki 
conduite  des  corps  indigenes.  Non,  ce  n'c^st  pas  le 
moment  d'emtravei'  la  pacification,  a  la  veille  de 
la  voir  se  terminer  par  la  i)ossession  con&pl^e  du 
((  Maroc  utile  )).  Au  resfce,  rex|)6i*ience  el  le  sens 
conimuu  condamnent  Temploi  de  cette  melhode, 
a  courle  vue,  des  a  petils  paquets  ».  Des  econo- 
mies? Mais  rc^partir  sur  plusieurs  exercices  l^t^ 
cluirges  du  present  ne  serait  eti  soinme  qu'uu 
ex|>edient.  On  n'6conomiserait  [)as  Targc^nt  qui, 
garde  cett(^  aon^e  dans  les  tiroirs,  devrait  en  sor- 
lir  I'annee  suivante  sans  prejudice  craugmcnta- 
tions  proJjables.  Aussi  bien,  sll  peut  paralire 
conjectural  h  d'aucuns  d'entrevoir  rachf^vcunent 
complet  de  la  pacilication  durant  1923,  le  serait-il 
davanUige  de  labler  sur  les  clian<'es  dune  nie- 
thode  qui  n'aurait  pas  fait  ses  preuves?  De  Taveu 
unanime,  la  methode  de  pacification  (^mployre  au 
Maroc  juscjua  ce  jour  a  parfaitemeut  correspondu 
aux  exigences  du  temps  et  de  I'espace.  Pour  notre 
instruction,  il  nous  a  plu  de  i^elire  recemnient 
(kuus  mainls  ouvrages  Thisloire  de  la  canij)agnje 
du  Maroc.  L'heroisme  ni\  pas  failli  d6s  11)U7,  en 
de|>tt  des  a-cmips  d'une  (li|)lomalie  qui  voulail 
avant  lout  ne  pas  avoir  d'  «  affaire  ».  C'est  a 
Tannee  1912  qu'il  faut  fixer  le  point  initial  d'uno 
politique  digne  de  ce  <K)m,  d'un  plan  crensemble 
assez  precis  pour  faire  (jue  fussent  evilees  les 
hesitations,  qui  content  fort  cher  en  temps  de 
guerre,  assez  sou|>le  pour  ([ue  fusserd  };u<*tles, 
observes, afin  deles  mieux  contrebatti'e,  les  nioiYi- 
dres  impr^vus.  (Vest  pour<]uoi  nous  ne  pourrions 
(|uc  deplorei*  tW*s  ameiement  toute  hoslilite.  n^eme 
\oilee,  de  la  Metrop^^le  aux  idees  de  celui  qui  a 
616  du  grand  a^uvre  d(^  la  pacification  maioaiine 
Touvrier  heureux  parce  (]ue  capable.  Sur  la  (|U(»s- 
tion  militaire  la  colonie  eatifere  est  aux  coles  du 
R6sident  G6n6ral.  En  achevant  ses  explications,  le 
Marechal  Lyautey  n'a  pas  cache  aux  membi^es  du 
Conseil  (|u'il  comptail  bien  eu  finii*.  en  1923, 
aver  la  dissidonce  berb6i*e,  et  cette  certitude  tom- 
bee  de  levres  (fui  ont  accoulume  de  ne  pas  taipe 
les  plus  (lures  v6rit6s  nous  a  rassure. 

L'ordre  du  jour  du  Conseil  6tfnt  cx>pieux.  Le 
Resident,  M.  Malet,  Directeur  jzeiNMal  de  TA^ri- 
culture,  et  les  representanls  des  Chamhres  de 
Casablanca  out  6mis  des  avis  qui  ne  differeient 
pas  sensiblement  sur  la  grande  manifestation 
ec(jnomi(|ue  qui  maicjuera  le  mois  d'avril  a  (]tisa- 
blanca,  et  a  laqnelle  rAdminislration  affecte  un 
credit  de  5i>0.000  fnmcs.  En  outre,  im  credil  de 
50.000  francs  a  ete  inscrit  pour  jjermefke,  \  ers  la 
meme  epoque,  Torfifanisalion  d'un  concours  de 
defiichement  et  de  moLocultun*  a  Casablan<'a.  II 
est  conv.eini  (|ue  ce^^te  manifestation  sera  unique- 
ment  consacree  a  la  pixxluction  ajj:ric4)le  el  h  la 
colonisation ;  elle  comportera  la  tenue  dun  <c  Con- 
grfts  de  la  Production  ».  Le  Mar6chal  Lyautey  a 
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propose  que  la  a  Seiiiaiiie  »  de  Casablanca  col'n- 
cide  avec  rinaiigiiratiou  de  la  voie  ferr^e  entre 
l{a[)al  et  F(^s  et  dii  (|uai  d'aceoslage  pour  grands 
bateaux  du  port  de  Casablanca.  La  Semaine  se 
liendra  h  la  nii-avrii. 

Un  noiivel  agencenient  des  primes  agricoles, 
pr6conise  par  M.  Malet,  a  recueilli  radh6sion  du 
Conseil.  Le  regime  des  primes  va  done  s'orientcr 
vers  la  rislouine  d'une  partie  de  rimp6t  pour  les 
agriculteurs  cultivant  h  Tcurop^enne.  La  prime  au 
d^frichement  ne  subira  pas  de  changement  tandis 
(|ue  les  pi'imes  ^  la  plantation  et  au  greffage  de 
roliviei*  et  du  caroubier,  a  la  molocuUure  serunt 
modifi6es;  la  prime  h  la  jach^re  cultiv6e  sem 
iemplac6e  par  la  ristourne  de  la  moili6  du  terlib 
pour  les  cultures  effeclu6es  suivant  les  m^lhodes 
europ^ennes.  M.  Pietri  n'a  opi)os6  aucune  objec- 
tion a  la  formule  propos6e  par  M.  Malet  :  le  Dii^ec- 
teur  G(^ni*ral  des  Fiuarices  a  profite  de  roccasion 
lour  declarer  que  le  total  des  ^edits  consent  is  h 
agriculture  repiesente  prfes  de  quatre  fois  le 
montant  du  tertib  des  Kurop6ens. 

Pai'  ailleurs,  M.  Pi^^ri  a  rendu  compte  de  sa  re- 
cente  mission  a  I^iris.  Nous  lui  ferons^  notre  com- 
pliment des  r6sultiits  (|u*il  y  a  oblenus.  Ses  efforts 
out  amen6  la  Commission  des  Finances  de  la 
Chanibre  a  renoncer  aux  -13  millions  dont  clb^ 
avait  augmente  pour  1922  la  contribution  du  bud- 
get du  I^rotectorat  aux  d^penses  militaires,  et  h 
accepter  de  ne  reclamer  les  0.300.000  francs  sup- 
j)16jnentaires  prevus  pour  1923  que  si  les  exclS- 
dents  de  Texercice  le  doivent  permettre  :  re  dont 
nous  ne  sommes  pas,  au  jus!(\  trfcs  sfir.  M.  Pietri 
n'ayant  pas  barguign6  h  exposer  au  Conseil  que 
les  m6comptes  du  budget  de  19*^2  I'avaient  ron 
Iraint  h  K^duire  ses  provisions  de  recettes  pour 
1923.  11  est  Equitable  d'ajouler  (jue  ces  mec(miptes 
en  recette  onl  6te  op|)ortunement  balances  par  de 
sinenses  amiulations  de  d6penses  et  par  la  ren- 
tr(!^e  de  certaines  ressources  exccptionnelles  sp6- 
ciales  h  I'exercice.  Puis,  le  budget  de  1923,  mal- 
gr6  It  niillions  de  plus  de  service  de  d(4fe  pu- 
blique  et  G  millions  d'augmentation  de  credits 
pour  ragrirultur<\  Tenseignement  et  les  posies, 
soit  20  millions,  ne  se  presentc  (ju'avec  2  millions 
de  plus,  au  total,  sur  les  masses  de  1922.  La  diffe- 
rence correspond,  d'unc*  part,  h  la  disjonction  du 
service  du  rh(»min  defect  voii*  de  0  m.  00,  (Tautre 
part  h  une  (X)mpressipn  de  12  a  13  millions  que, 
sur  rinvitafion  de  In  Hi^sidence  COnOrale  (4  dans 
un  louabh^  esprit  d'ecoiiomie,  les  services  de 
rAdministration  Cherifieune  out  effectuee  sur 
leurs  deponses,  y)ar  i'apj)()rt  a   1922* 


4t 


Ft  la  C()i^6rence  d'Alger  s'esi  reunie  le  f>  fe- 
vrier.  Son  plus  grand  bienfait,  ce  sera  d  avoir  de- 
montr6  Tinutiliti^  d^un  sous-secretariat  de  I'Africjue 
du  Nord.  Au  cours  des  quatre  stances,  on  furent 
examinf^s  dans  le  |)his  large  esprit  de  mutuelle 
comi)reh(msion  les  {)robl^mes  communs  aux  trois 
possessions,  il  est  a[)paru  (juo  ce  diable  de  sous- 
secretariat,  on  le  tenait  enfin!  Oir  cet  office   de 


liaison,  d'arbilrage  occasionnel/  que  d'aucuns 
considftrent  comme  etant  imf)ossible  en  dehors 
d'une  politique  unique  pour  lout  notre  Fmpire 
africain,  le  mar6chai  Lyauley,  MM.  St(;eg  et  Saint, 
ne  viennent-ils  pas  de  le  cr6er,  de  Texerceii'?  El  ce 
(ju'cn  est  en  droit  d'attendre  de  tels  homnies  d6- 
[)asse  les  espSrances  (ju'on  pouvait  placer,  bier, 
dans  diverses  tentatives  algero-coloniales.  Aujour- 
(rbui,  Alger;  demain,  Rabat;  aprts-demain, 
Tunis. 

Le  compte  rendu  de  la  Conference  offrc  un 
tableau  de  realisations  6conomi(jues  importantes. 
Dans  Tordre  politique,  la  volont6  des  gouverne- 
ments  de  se  tcnir  reguliferement  au  courant  de 
tons  les  faits  locaux  interessant  la  France  dans 
rAfri(}ue  duNord  etsusceplibles  (Tavoir  des  reper- 
cussions sur  la  security  g^nerale,  s'est  exprimee 
sans  ambages.  Et  nous  ne  serons  pas  Ic  dernier  h 
nous  en  feiiciter  h  cette  heure  ou,  devant  les  ev6- 
nements  d* Angora,  les  indigenes  sont  naturelle- 
ment  tenths  de  verser  dans  le  coinmunalisme 
traditionnel  de  Tlslani.  Les  partisans  d'un  sous- 
secretariat  nfetropolitainsemnt-ils  satisfaits?  Nous 
en  doutons'.  Leur  idee  de  derriere  la  t^te,  c'est 
(}ue  le  sous-secretariat  de  leui'  rfive  uuifierait  pro- 
gressivement,  fatalement,  TAlgerie,  le  Maroc  et  la 
Tunisie.  Or,  il  y  a  loin  de  la  coupe  aux  levres, 
—  maintenant  plus  que  jamais.  Furore  que  tr^s 
differents  par  la  formation  politirpie,  encore  (|ue 
venus,  celui-ci  dc^  I'armee,  ceux-la  du  Parlement 
et  de  radministration,  ceux  qui  avaient  mission 
de  parler  et  d'agir  au  nom  du  Couvernement  de  la 
Hepubli(jue  ont  partiellcment  reconnu  Texislence 
de  differencialiuns  nalurelles,  (ju'elles  soient  d'or- 
dre  spirituel  ou  d'ordre  pbysicpie.  M.  Steeg  a 
declare  (pieces  differencial  ions  «  sesontaccusees  », 
(jue  de  ne  pas  les  voir  de  loui,  de  les  ignorer,  ne 
les  supprimait  pas,  et  (]ue  c(  les  oublicr  de  parti- 
[)ris  risquerail  de  n'ai)porter  (jue  confusion  et 
paralysie.  »  Beau  langage,  verites  d'airain  que 
nous  aimerions  de  savoir  desormais  graves  dans 
Tespril  de  tous  nas  com[)alriotes.  (aw  il  est  clair 
comme  eau  de  roche  que  c'esl  la  marotte  de  I'iden- 
tification  absolue  —  envers  moral,  |)hi]osophi(|UQ 
de  la  «  complete  »  — (]ui  a  fait  connnettre,  ca  et  Ik, 
de  savanles  erreurs  de  psychologic,  ])arUmt,  de 
politique  :  le  dogme  assimilateur  delegaliiea 
outrage  la  liberie,  les  liberies  de  rindipenat.  L'ex- 
perience  a  produit  <les  resullats  sur  lesquels  il 
serait  perilleux  de  revenir.  mais  on  doit  soubaiter 
(ju'elle  ne  se  continue  point.  Hcoutons.AIontesquieu 
nous  rappeler  dans  I' Esprit  des  lois  cjue  ((  les  loLs 
doivent  fit  re  relatives  au  ])hysi(pie  clu  [)ays,  au 
climat  glace,  bri'ilant  ou  tempere ;  h  la  cpiaiile  du 
terrain,  h  sa  situation,  h  sa  grandeur,  au  genre  de 
vie  des  peu|)les,  laboui'eurs.  chasseurs  ou  pasteurs  ; 
elles  doivent  se  rapporter  au  degre  de  liberte  (jue 
la  Cionstitution  pent  souffrir.  h  la  religion  des 
habitants,  h  huirs  inclinations,  i^  leurs  richesses,  h' 
leur  nond)re,  a  leur  conunerce,  ^  leurs  mcjeurs,  h 
leurs  manieres.  »  Ceslignes  ne  noussemblent-elles 
pas  une  definition  anticipee  de  la  politiciue  de  notre 
Protectorat  au  Maroc/  Ici,  la  France  na  pas  tan t 
cree  que  restaure  :  elle  na  i>as  invente,  elle  n'a 
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pas  choisi  d Wires  moules  h  son  a3uvre  (jue  ceux 
qui  lui  6taient  pr6seut6s  par  le  [)hysique  du  pays 
comine  aussi  par  la  grandeur  el  le  genre  de  vie  des 
habitants.  Kile  n'a  pas,  par  proselylisine  deinocra- 
ti(pie,  renverse  uii  tr6ne,  detruit  des  institutions 
assez  ad^cjuates,  ma  foi !  aux  inclividus.  Et,  j)arco 
qu'elle  a  lout  conserve  de  Tantique  patrinioine, 
ses  prot6g68  se  sont  vite  adapt^s  h  sa  tutelle.  Un 
touriste  Eminent  nous  confiait  receinnu'nt  :  <(  Au 
Maioc,  les  Arabes  (sic)  n'onl  pas  la  niOme  l(^le 
qu'ailleurs,  ils  sourient  loujours,  ils  onl  un  air 
heureux.  »  C'est  un  fait  que  nos  ressortissants, 
notaninient  ceux  des  yiiles,ne  sont  [)as  farouches 
etcju'ils  sonl  d'humeur  iiante;  dans  le  bled,  on 
les  voit  accourir,  saluant  gentinient  I'auto  qui 
passe.  La  <c  politique  du  sourire  »  a  I^eellenient 
pacific  le  Maroc.  La  politique  indigene  du  mar6- 
dial  Lyautey  est  un  niod&ledei)olitique  tout  court. 
Aussi,  devra-t-elle  d(re  continuee;  aussi,  nous 
sommes-nous  r6jouis  de  ce  que,  tout  en  posant  le 
piincipe  d'une  solide  union,  bas^e  sur  des  points 
communs,  la  Conference  d'Alger  n'ait  en  rien  di- 
niinui''  la  particularity  des  trois  possessions  :  par- 
licularite  nest  pas  particularisme,  et  Tunif^  peut 
ne  [)as  (Hre  luniformite. 

Les  manifestations  de  loyalisme  auxquelles  a 
donn^  lieu  la  maladiedumar^chal  Lyautey,  oblig6 
de  s'aliter  fi  Fez  le  12  f^vrier,  de  i^etour  d'Alger, 
out  6te  une  illustration  a  la  fois  rdconforlante  el 
douloureuse  de  la  polilicjue  bienfaisante  du  Pro- 
t4*clorat.  Alors  que  dans  les  colonies  musuhnanes 
anglaises  ies  aqlochtones  prient  le  ciel  de  les  d61i- 
vrer  de  leiirs  Oouverneurs  chr6tiens,  ici,  on  a  {)rie 
Allah  de  laisser  longue  vie  uu  Mouqim  El  Am! 
A  llabat,  h.  Sale,  i  Marrakech,  k  Safi,  h  Mogador, 
a  Mekn^s,  les  sanctnaires  onl  el6  envahis.  A  Fez, 
nne  d^njonlration  inqiosante  de  la  piele  populaiiv 
s^est  deroulee  dans  le  palio  de  la  U6sidence  de 
Bou-Jeloud,  sous  les  fenfires  dune  des  lours  dont 
le  marechal  a  fait  ira  cliambrc.  \A,  conduits  par  le 
Mokkadenides  Cheurfa  de  Moulay  Idriss,  le  (iheick 
de  KitlanyTne,  Si  Moluinimed  el  Haghdadi,  pacha 
(Ir  la  ville.et  par  Si  IJriss  el  Mokin,  frere  du  grand 
vizir,  cheurfa,  universitaires,  cadis,  potables  du 
Medjless  et  des  corpomlions,  out  r(^cit6  la  Fatiha, 
la  [)riere  dos  gran(h*s  occasions,  des  grands  dan- 
gers. L'lslani  priant  pour  un  infid^le!  Quel  vaste 
sujet  propro  a  eveiller  les  reflexions  les  nioins 
attendues!  Puis,  contraircmcnt  fi  la  tradition  qui 
veut  que  le  Sultan  ne  visile  chacune  de  ses  capi- 
tiiles  (fue  lous  les  deux  ans,  Moulay  Youssef  s'est 
rendu  a  Fez  pour  exprinier  personncUement  au 
marechal  ses  souhails  de  complete  guerison.  Os 
fails  sont  elo(|uents.  Par  ailleurs,  esl-il  n^cessaire 
d'ajouter  qu'cn  ces  heures  penibles,  loute  la  colo- 
nic frnnraise  s'esl  sen  tie  profond6ment  atteinte 
par  la  maladie  de  son  chef?  Les  Francais  du  Ma- 
roc, les  '«  vieux  Marocains  »,  savent  ce  qu'ils 
doivont  au  Resident.  (Ihezla  plupart,  la  memoire 
n'est  pas  aussi  court e,  grAces  a  Dieu,  que  chez 
tfaucuns. 

Vnn. 
Rnbat,  15  mars. 
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LE  MOaVEMENT-  COLONIAL 


Les  sports  aux  colonies 

Nous  avons  a8si8t6  eu  F'rance,  il  y  a  une  dizaine 
d'annees,  a  r^closioii  des  sports  parmi  noire  jeunesse 
metropolilaine,  on  coniiait  le  chemin  parcouru  depuis 
lors,  et  un  auteur  ne  pourrait  plus,  comme  en  1902,  se 
demaiider  j\  quoi  tient  la  superiorite  des  Anglo-Saxons, 
puis  repondre  a  cetle  interrogation  en  montranl  la 
place  enornie  qu'ont  prise  les  sports  dans  la  vie  sociale 
anglaise.  Or,  jusqu'ici,  le  sport  francais  6tait  rest^ 
cliose  metropolilaine  uuiis,  fait  nouveau  a  signaler,  nos 
colonies  deviennent  a  leur  tour  <(  sportives  ».  Pour 
ceux  qui  suivent  le  mouvement  colonial  francais  cetle 
nouveaute  merile  d'etre  enchiss^e  k  part  el  de  retenir 
Tattention.  Oui,  iuconlestablement  la  loi  sportive  a 
gagn(^  nos  possessions  loiiitaines  et  fait  chaque  jour  de 
nouvertux  adeptes,  non  seulement  parmi  les  Elements 
europ^ens,  mais  encore  parmi  les  milieux  indigenes. 
Un  tr^s  href  mais  tout  recent  voyage  en  Indochine  ma 
permis  de  voir  que  r'etait  la  une  v^rit6  Iris  int6res- 
sante,  Les  Europeens  jouent  au  tennis  et  le  nombre  des 
«  courts  »  augmente  chaque  annee,  il  en  est  de  mfime 
a  Madagascar,  en  Afrique  Occidentale  et  ailleurs.  Le 
colon  et  le  fonctionnairerealisent  qu'une  des  meilleures 
formes  de  la  lutte  centre  le  climat  cVst  la  lutte  spor- 
tive. Mais  il  y  a  plus;  riiidigene  commence  h  aimer  les 
jeux  en  plein  air,  les  Annamites  ont  organise  des  clubs 
ct  pratiquent  le  foot-ball.  Dernierement,  k  Gholen,  une 
('([uipe  jaune  a  battu  une  ^quipe  hlaiiche  et  I'ev^ne- 
ment  a  fait  grande  sensation  parmi  la  population  indi- 
gene de  Cochinchine.  Le  soir  vers  5  lieures  on  voit 
dans  certains  terrains  vagues  de  jeunes  Annamites 
jouer  et  s'entrainer  au  foot-ball  avec  ardeur.  A  Hanoi 
reffort  sporlif  est  tres  marque  et  un  college  d'alhlf^tes 
a  la  inaniere  de  celui  de  Reims  s'esl  ouvert.  En  Afrique 
du  Nord  revolution  est  encore  plus  maniuee,  le  climat 
et  la  presence  de  nombreux  jeunes  gens  assurent  a  la 
vie  sportive  nord-afrttaine  de  tr^s  belles  d^stin^es, 
mais  1&  encore  relemeut  arabe  prend  gout  a  cetle 
forme  speciale  d'activite.  Dans  quelle  mesure  la  pra- 
ti«|oe  des  sports  pourra-t-elle,  si  elle  se  generalise  de 
plus  en  plus,  influer  sur  le  developpement  physique 
des  races  indigenes?  Ceci  est  une  (juestion  delicate 
qu'il  appartient  aux  physiologistes  d'etudier,  nous 
nous  contenlerons  de  la  signaler.  Un  fait  demeure  : 
I'alti ranee  vers  les  sports  dans  les  milieux  coloniaux 
frangais ;  il  ne  s'agit  pas  li  d'une  cc  revolution  »  pour 
rappeler  une  pbrase  fameuse,  mais  dune  heureuse 
«  evolution  ». 

il  ne  faudrait  pas  toutc^fois  s  exagerer  les  clioseg  et 
tlecreter  que,  du  jour  au  lendemain  tous  les  Francais 
des  colonies  sont  devenus  des  mademoiselles  Lenglen, 
(jue  lous  les  Anuamites  ont  atteint  la  valeur  desequipes 
(le  foot-ball  du  Racing  (^lub  ou  que  tous  les  Hambaras 
de  TAfrique  Occidentale  out  Tetoffe  dun  Siki.  Non 
certes  el  c'est  surlout  lorsque  Ton  a  visile  quelques 
colonies  britanniques  que  Ton  voit  combien  long  est 
encore  le  chemin  a  parcourir  pour  «  sportifier  »>  nos 
possessions  jointaines.  Le  sport  est  vraimenl  en  pays 
colonial  anglais  une  institution  d'Etat  et  il  faut  avoir  vu 
i  cinq  heures  aprfes  la  fermelure  des  offices  publics  ou 
prives  une  residence  britanniqne  pour  s'en  rendre 
compte.  En  plein  centre  de  la  ville  de  belles  pelouses, 
ou,  en  blanc,  sans  casque,  des  insulaires  jouent  au 
tennis,  au  cricket,  un  pen  plus  loin  un  champ  de  polo 
et  une  piste  cavali^re,  partout  des  gens  allant  ou  reve- 
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naiit  (1  HM  H^orl.  11  y  a  la  ii'tte  «  coiii-iMuuidii  »  (Lhuls  le 
sporl  sin|;;'uli4TeBioiil  /"vocatrice  des  tuaJiUoils  d'Eton, 
de  Cambrigde  <»l  d Oxlord.  t)ii  sent  que  pour  I'Anglais 
son  inainlien  aux  rolonlf^f^  depend  de  son  aptitude  a 
jouer  au  raieux  soji  jeu  prefer^,  la  raquette  lui  glisse- 
t-elle  do  la  main,  la  canne  du  golf  est-elle  nioins  assu- 
r^e  au  bout  du  bias,  les  janibes  sont-elles  trop  faibles 
pour  arreter  dun  rou})  de  pouey  iudien  du  polo,  vile, 
riieure  de  la  rentree  dans  la  vieille  AiJglelerre  a  stKune. 
C'est  au  contact,  en  elfc>l,  du  8ol  Ik'rbeux  et  humide  de 
la  (Md  (lounlryque  le  colonial  britannique  relrouvera 
ses  forces  el  puisera  une  nouvelle  ^nergie  pour  re- 
preudre  sa  plat^  a  la  colonic. 

Nous  n'en  somm<»spas  la  d  aussi  bica  a  Tananarive 
•qua  Saigon  ou  qua  Lliakar  nous  pourrions  rech<.Tclier 
les  terrains  de  polo;  a. cinq  heures  du  soir  cc^  n'^st  pas 
toujours  sur  un  court  de  tennis  (]ue  Ton  a  le  plus  de 
<'hance  de  rencontrer  les  amis,  hums  a  quelque  terrasse 
de  cafe  ou  au  cercle.  Quoi  qu'il  en  soit,  lel3ranle  est 
donne,  on  eonimence  iiaire  du  sport  dans  uos  colonies 
Iranviiises  et  a  le  faire  serieu^eincut.  Marquous  ce  tour- 
naut  dune  pierre  blanche,  cela  en  vaut  la  peine. 

Maurice  BBs^^ofi. 
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CHRONIQUE  DE  L'AIR 


Le  meeting  de  Bi 

Dtuis  le  mimero  de  Janvier  (In  Hidletiii,  aprfes 
que  le  licmlenanl  Thoret  eul  cffectue  ses  premiers 
vols  a  voile  sur  ap[)areil  a  motenr,  nous  avions 
<*ru  pouvoir  degagiT  quelques  enseigueiiicuts  ct 
formuler  quelques  conclusions.  Nous  disions  alore 
que  le  vol  a  vc^ile,  si  interessant  (|u'il  fut,  ne  |>ou- 
vait  se  subslilutT  au  vol  mecauique,  et  que  si 
d'ici  lon^Unnps  encore  il  no  pouvait  6tre  consid6re 
cornine  uik?  fin,  son  developfienieni  devait  noan- 
moins  aniener  cerlaines  aiueliomtions  dan.s  I'^ta- 
blissoinent  des  cellules,  le  profilape  des  plans,  per- 
inetlre  Tetude  d'uii  nioteur  a  |)uissance  redifite. 
laciliter  reLablisseinent  de  cartes  aUnospheriques, 
perfiH'lionner  les  (pi<dil6s  de  piloles  ile]h  affirnie5s, 
el  enfin  au  |)()iiit  de  vue  moral.  cr6er  a  nouveau 
dans  le  public  Vrsjjril  (iviaicnr,  qui  depuis  la 
g:iierre  avait  qn(d(|ue  pea  faibli. 

Les  vols  qui  onf  ele  effectu^s  depuis  la  publica- 
tion (III  liulletin  de  Janvier  n'ont  fait(iue  confirmer 
nos  iudurlions.  Tciut  le  long  du  niois  do  janvicr. 
('(»  fut  le  duel  Descainj)s-Harl)ot  avec  quehpies 
reLours  offensifs  de  Tlioret  desservi  ])ai'  la  cbauce. 

Le  30  Janvier  uMnmoins  le  lieutenant  Tborel 
sur  alerion  DewoitirH'  tieiit  lair*  3  h.  Wo  m  :  Ih^- 
aunps  (Valenienl  sur  lltjwuiline,  le  nu'^iue  jour, 
vola  3  b.  47  m.  Au  rours  de  rette  doubli^  perfor- 
mance un  f^^raiul  vautoiu  entra  dans  W  bal,  fa(!ili- 
taid  ainsi  sans  sen  doutei*  cerUiiiiesconqmniisons. 

Le  31  Janvier  Harbot,  toujoui's  sui'  Dewoitine, 
r(*st(*  en  Tair  S  b.  :iir.  ?)5".  1/absonce  cje  chrono- 
melreur  ufficiel  n'enl^ve  rien  au  caracUin^  probani 
de  04^  prodipieux  effort  realise'^  sur  un  ap|)areil 
pesant  13  kil();j:rainnies  an  ;netre  rari*e. 

Le  o  fevrier  Descamps  tente  de  Ixiltre  le  recxDjxl 


! 


de  Barbol:   il  allerril  apres  i  b.    40    tO''  <4c    vol 
totialisant  en  3  stances  10  h.  54  d4^  vol. 

Les  nit^mes  jours  Pmnval  fait  du  vol  dr  haute 
ecole.  .-V 

Le  4i  fevrier  l)escam[)s  detiwil  toujours  k  lecoid  |  ) 
de  lolalisation  avec  14  ii.  56  . 

Le  7  feiTier,  Hari)ol  ayanl  echap|)e  h  din  grave 
accident  h  la  suite  dune  fdissade  sur  Taile,  l)es- 
cauqis  s'el^ve  a  630  metres  au-<less(us  de  son  point 
de  dnpart,  s  attrifcuant  ainsi  le  recx^rd  de  baubmr 
sur  ai]6rk)n. 

Le  12  fevrier,  par  vent  irr(^gulier,  le  lieutrjinant 
Le  Pt'lit  fait  une  chute  qui  fail  lit  (Hre  nK)rteile. 
Descamps  totalise  20  h.  4'  de  vol. 

Le  21  f6vrier  enfin  Barbot  et  Dr^camps  dispu- 
tentle  pilx  du  marecfaal  Lyautey  pour  la  distanot>. 
il  8*agit  d'aller  eii  i^igne  droile  d'un  point  a  un 
autre,  sur  ua  parcours  de  o  kiiomrtres. 

Descamps  parli  du  Delouatt  allerrit  a  laero- 
drome  de  Beni-Morra. 

Barbot  parli  du  nnime  poiid  atti^Til  <lans  le  de- 
sert vers  TEsl,  emporLe  par  un  ve«it  de  iH)  kilo^ 
niMres  k  I'heui'e, 

Le   meeting  dos  alerions  de  Biskra  a  ju'is  fin. 

Le  22  fevrier.  dernier  jour,  vers  le  soir,  Descain|.)>; 
preoant  lair,  tenia  d'ameliorer  ses  deirni^res  per- 
formances. II  depossa  ainsi  de  200  nnMr-es  le  mi- 
nimum de  0  kilometres  impose  \mr  leprix  Lyautey 
pour  la  distance. 

II  ftm[M:)rte  trois  tropli^s  :  les  prix  de  distance, 
de  dttrei%de  liautour. 

Dans  le  prix  de  la  ville  de  Biskia,  en  totali^tion 
de  dur6e  il  vient  en  b'^b*  ave^c  21  h.  48'  43"  de  vol ; 
Barbot  (jrend  la  deuxi^uK^  place  avec  8  h.  36  ;  le 
lieutenant  Tlioret  avec  .\  h.  ^' . 


La  d6monstiation  nest  plus  a  faire  de  la  possi- 
bilile  du  vol  a  voile  que*  n(>us  appellei*ous  slati(]ue 
c'est-a-dire  l(»s  urbes  decrits  {dus  ou  moins  larges 
autour  d'un  point  d6termin6. 

Le  vol  dynami(jue  me^me  —  coinportant  pro- 
gn^ssivement  dun  point  a  un  auti-e  —  a  ete  r6a- 
Iis6  pelitement,  mais  assez  pour  (|ue  Jes  circong- 
Umces,  6tant  favorable^,  on  puisse  le  iiMiouveler. 

Le  vol  a  voile  n\stei'a  f()n(  lion  de  la  resistance 
du  pilote  et  des  amrants. 

L(*  probU^me  se  ranienci  a  liililisation  instan- 
fan6e  de  courauts  favoiables  (d  suj)|)oses  pei^sis- 
tanle.  ^ 

Le  sont-ils?  Affaire  des  in(3leorologues.  Et  si, 
dans  letat  actuel,  il  est  prematur6  d'envisager  le 
vol  a  voile  comnie  m\  mode  exclusif  de  locomotion 
aerienne,  il  fan!  consid('M*er  que  sa  U^cjiniipie  de 
niieux  en  mieux  diifinie  alb'^gera  les  moteurs,  per- 
mettni  des  Economies  de  force,  de  combustible, 
pn'»parer;i  nn  melange  effi(ui(*e  de  vol  mt^anique 
et  de  vol  nature]  pour  des  parcours  reconnus. 


Oran  grand  port  a6rlen. 

On  sail   (pie  le  comte  de  la  Vaulx,  vice-prfei- 
dent  de  la  Ligue  A^ronaulique  de  France,  a  com 
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mence  fiii  fevrier  une  tourn6e  de  propaguade  dans 
I'Afrique  du  Nord  afiii  d'y  r6paiidn»  dcs  id^es 
n6(3es8aires. 

11  a  paiir  aux  Oranais  de  «  I'Aeronauliciue,  de 
sua  aveair  au  poial  de  vuo  ecoaoaiique  ».  II 
leur  a  parJe  du  reseau  procliala  Alger-Toulouse, 
Aig<n-Porl^Veadres,  Alger-Marseille,  Alger-Biskra- 
Touggourt,  amorce  de  la  graade  ligae  Algei- 
Tombouctou;  il  a  moatre  de  (|uel  appoial  serail 
daas  l*6conomie  africaiae,  le  foanlioaaenieal  iv- 
gulier  des  ligaes  projet^es. 

La  presse  locale,  tout  ea  coastatiuil  le  tres 
graad  succi's  remport6  j)ar  M.  de  la  Vaulx,  s'esl 
fait  Techo  de  certaine  opiaioa  doal  voici  le 
resuHi6  : 

a  Alger  est  h  350  ItiloraMres  de  Palnia»  et  Pahaa 
est  h  350  kiloaietres  de  Port-Veadres;  il  y  a  doac 
\h  an  trajet  de  700  kilometres  au-dessus  de  la  mer ; 
par  coatre  Oraa  n'est  qu'a  150  kiloai^tres  de  Car- 
Ihageae;  le  trajet  Carthag^ae  Port-Veadres  est  ea- 
suite  des  plus  simples  :  oette  proximile  relali\e 
d'Oran  i>ar  rap|)ort  aux  c6tes  francaises,  sa  posi- 
tioa  par  rapport  au  trajet  direct  Toulouse-(]asa- 
blaaca  ipii  ae  poarra  peut^6tre  pas  6tre  Loujours 
effectue  au-dcssus  du  territoire  espagnol,  milileal 
en  faveur  d'Oraa,  graad  port  aeriea  de  TAfricjue 
frangaise;  Oraa  semble  g6ograpliiqueraeat  le  poiat 
de  passage*  d6siga6  de  la  ligae  Paris-Toulouse- 
Niger.  En  effet  le  trajet  Oraa  In-Salah  est  deja  ja- 
loanc  paj'  la  voie  ferree  jusqu'a  Colomb-Iiechar, 
puis  jus(]u'a  lu-Salah  par  toutcs  les  palauM'aies 
de  la  vallee  de  la  Saoura;  le  trajet  Alger-la-Salah 
est  plus  long,  plus  moatagneux,  plus  deseit. 

«  La  vraie  ligae  fraaco-africaiae  api)aralt  eomme 
devaat  c^tre  jaloaaee  par  Paris,  Toulouse,  Oraa, 
Colomb-Bechar-Niger.  De  cetle  artere  ceatrale  par- 
timal  les  ramifications  a^cessaLiTs  d'Ouest  ea  Est 
ea  France  vers  Marseille,  en  Afriqut*  du  Nord  vers 
Tunis,  et  d'Est  en  Ouesl  vers  Dakar  et  le  GoUe  de 
Guin^e.  >j 


L' Aviation  en  A    O.  F. 

Le  iniaistfere  des  Colonies  a  re^u  un  cAble  de 
Dakar  sigaalaat  Theureuse  activite  de  Taviatioa 
ea  A.  0.  F.  (jui.sous  la  directiou  da  Comaiaadaat 
Tulasue,  son  chef,  vienl  de  tolaiiser  eu  une  seule 
operation  20.000  kilometres  de  trajet;  sept  appa- 
reils  es(X)rtaat  le  geaeral  Claudel  .sent  partis  de 
Dakai'  pour  attiirrir  a  lianunako.  Le  couiiaandaal 
Tulasae,  te  capitaine  Gama,  Tadjudant  Pichoa 
coatinuenMit  jus(|u'ii  Mopti.  L»e  cominaiidaul  Tu- 
lasae et  le  cii{)itaiue  Gama  survolerent  Toiabouc- 
tou  et  alterrirent  h  Dire  ou  ils  furenl  re^us  par 
les  represeataats  de  la  Coaij)agnie  cotoaaicre  da 
Niger. 

MaRCBL    PEYBOrTON, 

Pilole-Aviateur. 


suspeadue.    La   Depeehr    nuirocuine  ea    a    doune 
cetle  explic^ilioa  : 

L'Espagne  u'a  pas  encore  adh^r^  a  la  (Convention  Aericnnt* 
Internationale,  slgnee  entre  les  principaux  pays  qui  utili- 
sent  la  voie  posUilt*  aerienne  et  qui  rc'^git  les  relations 
transcontinentales.  La  l^oste  espagnole  ne  pent  done  pas 
confier  de  eourrier  aerien  a  une  ligne  internationaie  ni  en 
reeevoir. 

Ainsi  la  courtoisie  du  gouvernement  espagnol  a  antorise 
le  passage  de  la  Ligne  Lat6coere  sur  son  territoire  sans 
aoce[)ter  d'en  profikir.  On  croyait  pouvoir  cepondant  es- 
compter  son  adhesion  ^  la  Convention  Inteniatiouale  pour 
le  raois  dernier,  mais  cette  question  n'a  pas  et6  n^solne  et 
la  Poste  espagnole  n'ntilise  toujours  pas  le  courrier  aerien 
de  Taiiger. 

Dans  ces  conditions,  le  courrier  aerien  de  Tangta*  se 
trouve  reduil  au  courrier  de  France  et  du  Maroe,  ainsi  qu'au 
courrier  anglais,  ce  qui  ne  constitue  [)as  encore  un  Irafic 
suffisant  pour  legitimer  des  frais  descale  postale.  C'est 
pouTjjuoi  la  Ligne  Lat^coere  qui  devait  supporter  ce  deficit, 
vient  de  decider  la  suppression  momentanet*  du  courrier  de 
Tanger. 

Par  suite  done  du  refus  des  P.  T.  T.  espagnols  de  se 
joindre  aux  posies  franv^ises  et  brit^inniques,  il  est  supsis 
[)rovisoirement  h  Taceeptiition  de  la  correspondance  aerienne 
en  provenance  ou  &  destination  de  Tanger. 


ECHOS 


La  suspension  de  lescale  de  Tanger 

Nous  aaaoncioas  daas  aotre  dei^iier  fascicule 
rouverture   de  Tescale  de  Tanger.  Ell(^  est  d^j^ 


Un  nouveau  livre  de  M.   Renk  Bazin  (1) 

Sous  letitre  :  II  eiait  quatre  petiis  enfants^  M.  Rtni 
Bazin, de  rAcad^mie  fran^aise, vient  de  publicr,  dans  la 
Revue  de  Paris,  un  charmant  ouvrage  qui,  destine  sur- 
tout  aux  petits,  plaira  assur^ment  aussi  aux  grandes 
personnes.  Ceux  qui  ne  qu6lent  que  le  style  alambiqu^ 
et  la  litt^rature  faisand^e,  oCi  se  complaisent  certains 
^crivains,  trouveronl  sans  doute  trop  fade  ce  livre 
dans  lequel  il  n'y  a  que  de  braves  gens.  Raison  de  plus 
pour  lui  souhaiter  de  norabreux  lecteurs,  en  France  et 
hors  de  France. 

Comme  d'autres  ouvrages  du  rafeme  auteur,  celui-ci 
est  un  6loge  de  la  vie  rurale  destine  A  faire  aimer  la 
bonne  terre  de  France.   Des  quatre  pelits  enfants  qui 
vivaient  &  la  ferine  de  la  Genivi^re,  deux  restent  des 
paysans  fortement  attaches  au  sol;  le  troisiAme,  apr^s 
s'en  ^ire  all^  vers  les  villes  mangeuses  dMiommes   et 
devoratrices  d'^nergie^  relourne  ^  la  terre  apr^s  bien 
des  ^preuves.  Le  quatri^me  devient  un  bhllant  officier 
saharien.  M.  Ren^  Bazin  lui  pr^te  le  raid  entrepris  pen- 
dant laguerr^e  curop^enne  pour  ramener  Moussa  Amas- 
tane  et  sqs  Touaregs,  raid  qui  fut  accompli  en  rialit6 
par  le  capitaine  Depommier  et  le  lieutenant  Lehuraux. 
Les  paysages  du  Hoggar,  de  Colomb-Bechar,  de   Fi- 
guig,  servent  de  cadre  A  ses  tr^s  souples  et  tris  nobles 
aventures. 

«  L'Afrique,  on  s'y  attache,  vois-tu  :  9a  rous  prend 
le  coeur  ».  Ce  mot,  que  M.  Ren^  Bazin  prfrte  A  Tun  de 
ses  personnages,  semble  pouvoir  s'appliquer  A  lui-mfemc. 
Apr^s  avoir  M  le  biographe  de  I'admirable   P6re  de 

(1)  Un  vol.  in-iO  do  328  pages  :  6  fr.  Tj.  —  (^alinann-L6vy, 
3,  rue  Auber. 
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Foucauld,  il  a  fait  une  place,  et  des  meilleures,  A 
TAfrique  du  Nord  et  -k  la  vie  coloniale  dans  son  dernier 
roman.  Les  coloniaux  ont  fait,  dans  sa  personne,  une 
recrue  dont  ils  peuvent  ^tre  fiers. 

AuGUSTiN  Bernard. 

La  Soci^t^  de  Gdographie  commerciale  de  Paris  a  eu 
un  tr^s  beau  geste  envers  le  Comiie  de  I'Afrique  fran- 
(^aise  en  attribuant  k  notre  secretaire  g^n^ral, 
M.  Auguste  Terrier,  sa  plus  haute  recompense,  la 
medaille  Berge,  A  la  suite  d'un  rapport  que  nous  repro- 
duisonspour  tout  cequ'il  ad'aimable  pour  notre  oeuvre  : 

I.a  M^daiHe  Berge,  notro  plus  importante  recompense,  n'a 
jamais  et6  donnrr  qu'a  des  hommes  dY»lite,  ayoiit  accompli 
line  ^^rande  tache  et  qui  out  mcrilt'^  la  reconnaissance  d^  tons 
les  Francois. 

iVous  uvons  la  joie  de  la  decerner  au^ourd*hui  h  M  Au- 
gusle  Terrier,  Secretaire  gen^nil  du  (Somite  de  I'Afrique 
Fran^ise,  ancien  directt^ur  de  I'Office  du  Maroc. 

L'oeuvredu  ComiU'Mie  I'Afrique  frauQaise  est  une  des  plus 
belles  que  nous  connaissions ;  hommes  d'Eiat,  explorateurs, 
officiers,  savants,  tons  ceux  dont  la  France  est  fiere,  his 
plus  pures  de  nos  gloires  nalionales  y  ont  collabore.  La  col- 
leclion  de  ses  publications  reste  un  monument  admirable, 
consacre  a  Tepop^e  coloniale,  et  le  temps  se  chargera  de 
faire  la  part  de  chacun  dans  I'epreuve,  dans  I'effort  et  dans 
le  succes.  (^elle  qui  reviendra  h  Terrier  sera  grande  entre 
toutes.  Les  uns  ont  et^  la  voix  qui  entraine,  les  autres  Tac- 
tion, Terrier  a  ete  la  pensee.  Depuis  les  premiers  jours  de  la 
grande  association,  il  a  donne  a  Tceuvre  qu'il  allait  accom- 
pli r,  toute  son  Arae  et  toute  sa  foi.  II  a  el^  pour  tons  le 
conseiller  discret  et  siir,  il  a  relate,  jour  par  jour,  les  faits 
de  la  penetration  civilisatrice,  mais  il  n'a  pas  ete  seulement 
rbistoriogra[)lie,  il  a,  par  un  travail  incessant  et  dont  sa 
modestie  s'elforcail  de  dissimuler  Fenvergure,  prepare  Fliis- 
toire  et  dirige  de  loin  les  gnmds  torrents  de  civilisation 
francaise  qui,  grAce  h  nos  explorateurs,  out  p^niMre,  en  I'iis- 
sainissant,  h  (ravers  le  continent  noir.  Pas  un  savant,  pas  un 
voyag(»ur  ne  (*oiin(dt  FAfrique  comme  Terrier  I 

yue  de  travail,  (jue  d'effort  contient  une  telle  science, 
que  de  noblesse  et  de  palriotisme  aussi  I  Terrier  qui  y  a 
sacrifie  sa  sante  nest  pas  seulement  un  grand  honnAte 
bomme,  c'esl  un  beau  Fran(;ais  dont  les  efforts  d'avant- 
guerre  out  [irepare  Fapr^s-guerre  sur  cette  terre  africaine 
que  le  sang  de  nos  h^ros  a  rendue  plus  f^conde  et  que 
nous  aimons  pour  les  sacrifices  qu'elle  nous  a  coiites,  pour 
la  fidelity  doiit  elle  a  donne  \h,  preuve  quand  la  patrie  com- 
mune etait  en  danger  I 

Ce  t^moignage  est  d'autant  plus  appr^cie  dans  notre 
maison  qu'il  coincide  avec  le  cinquantenaire  de  la 
Societede  Geographie  commerciale  de  Paris.  LVtuvre 
k  laquelle  Charles  Gauthiot  appelait  en  187;  les  fonda- 
teurs  du  groupement  nouveau  eiait  bonne  et  feconde. 
Avec  des  animateurs  comme  MM.  Gauthiot,  Paul 
Labbe  et  Henri  Lorin,  la  Society  de  Geographie  com- 
merciale a  tenu  sa  large  place  dans  le  mouvement 
d'expansion  coloniale  et  aujourd'hui  elle  est  k  la  t^te  de 
nos  grands  organes  d'expansion  economique. 

Le  jury  litt^raire  de  la  Society  Coloniale  des  artistes 
fran<;ais,  pr^sid^  par  M.  Brieux,  de  I'Academie  fran- 
caise, a  d^cerne  le  Prix  Colonial  de  1922  k  Kofji,  le 
^oman  de  M.  Gaston  Joseph  dont  M.  Maurice  Dela- 
fosse  a  entretenu  les  lecteurs  de  \Afnque  fran^ai^e  et 
que  I'auteur  a  si  justement  appel6  a  roman  vrai  dun 
noir.  )) 


C'est  un  Africain,  c'est  Tun  des  n6tres,  qui  vient 
d'entrer  k  I'Academie  des  Sciences  en  la  personne  de 
M.  Louis  Gentil,  professeur  k  FAcad^mie  des  Sciences 
et  dont  le  nom  est  attache  k  I'oeuvre  francaise  au  Ma- 
roc. 

M.  Louis  Gentil,  qui  est  n6  k  Alger,  a  consacri  It 
plus  grande  parlie  de  sa  carrifere  k  des  recherches  sur 

I  Afrique  du  Nord. 

Apr^s  de  bonnes  Etudes  secondaires  et  sup^rieures 
dans  sa  ville  natale,  il  est  venu  k  Paris  comme  pr^para- 
teur  de  Tillustre  vulcanologiste  F.  Fouqu^  au  Collie 
de  France,  d'oCi  il  a  entrepris  T^lude  de  la  region  yoI- 
canique  comprise  entre  Oran  et  la  fronti^re  marocaine. 

II  s'est  ensuite  attach^  k  I'etude  des  mai^riaux  rappor- 
tes  par  des  explorateurs  africains,  notamment  par  It 
mission  Foureau-Lamy,  mais  ses  inspirations  ^taient 
tourn^es  vers  le  Maghreb  dont  le  P^re  de  Foucauld  et 
le  marquis  de  Segonzac  nous  avaient  r^vel^  bien  des 
secrets. 

11  saisit  la  premiere  occasion  favorable  pour  explorer 

le  Maroc. 

L'accord  franco-anglais  du  8  avril  1904  provoque  un 
elan  vers  ce  pays  alors  encore  tr^s  peu  connu.  C'est 
k  ce  moment  que  le  Comit^  du  Maroc  form^  au  sein 
du  Comite  de  I'Afrique  francaise  organise  une  s^rie  de 
missions,  les  unes  pour  le  Bled  Makhzen,  une  autre 
tr^s  importante  pour  le  Bled  Siba  dont  la  direction  est 
confine  au  marquis  de  Segonzac. 

Celui-ci  cherche  un  g^ologue  :  il  trouve  en  M.  Louis 
Gentil  le  collaborateur  tout  d^sign^  par  sa  preparation 
scientifique  et  par  sa  connaissance  de  la  langue  et  des 
moeurs  des  indigenes  nordafricains. 

Pricedant  le  reste  de  la  mission,  M .  Gentil  debarquc 
^  Tangcr,  il  parcourt  la  region  impenetree  deTAndjcrt 
jusqu'A  Tetouan  et  s'aventure  plus  au  sud  jusqu'au  pied 
du  Mont  Anna  des  cartes  hydrographiques  de  la  marine. 
II  se  rend  ensuite  avec  toute  la  mission  k  Mogadorqui 
doit  lui   servir  de  port  d'attache. 

Tandis  que  le  marquis  de  Segonzac  part  avec  ses  col- 
laborateurs  indigenes,  MM.  Zenagui  et  Boulifa,  pour  les 
regions  inexplorees  du  Moyen  Atlas,  que  M.  de  Flottc 
de  Roquevaire  reste  en  pays  Makhzen  pour  effectuer 
une  triangulation,  M.  Louis  Gentil  est  ch'^rge  de  recou- 
per  le  Haut  Atlas  marocain,  dans  sa  partie  occidentale 
sur  une  etendue  de  ^00  kilom(^tres.  C'est  ainsi  que  pen- 
dant I'hiver,  il  traverse  six  fois  la  grande  chalne  par  des 
cols  elev^s,  explore  la  region  des  sources  de  FOued 
Sous  et  de  TOued  DrA,  atteint  le  Djebel  Siroua,  grand 
volcfitn  eteint  comparable  par  ses  dimensions  k  I'Etnt, 
situe  k  la  jonction  du  Haut  Atlas  et  de  I'Anti-Atlas,  que 
le  Pere  de  Foucauld  avait  entrevu  de  loin  sans  pouvoir 
I'approcher  k  cause  de  son  d^guisement  juif. 

Notre  voyageur,  plus  heureux,  se  dissimule  sous  Ic 
costume  berb^re.  Cette  mission  qui  ne  prend  pas  moins 
de  sept  mois  (1904-1905)  permet  k  son  auteur  de  rappor- 
ter  une  ample  moisson  de  documents  dont  la  mise  en 
oeuvre  le  retienl  jusqu'i  la  fin  de  1906. 

II  repart  au  debut  de  1907  pour  s'installer  ave^  st 
famille  a  Marrakech  d'oCi  il  compte  explorer  plus  k  loisir 
la  grande  chalne  de  TAllas.  Mais  le  meurtre  retentis- 
tissant  de  son  compagnon  de  voyage  le  D'  Mauchamp 
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le  force  i  revenir  et  parordre  du  gouvernement  il  va  se 
mettre  A  la  disposition  du  general  Lyautey  qui  venait 
d'occuper  Oujda  A  la  suite  de  cet  ^v^nement. 

Ldil  parcourt  toutrAmalat  d'Oujda,  puis  accompagne 
le  g^n^ral  Lyautey  envoys  avec  M.  Regnault,  notre 
ministre  A  Tanger,  aupris  du  sultan  Abd-el-Aziz  ^ 
Rabat.  II  en  profite  pour  visiter  la  petite  partie  des 
Chaou'ia  oCi  le  gin^ral  Drude  venait  de  d^barquer  ses 
troupes  apris  le  bombardement  de  Casablanca 
(aoi^it  1907). 

En  1908,  M.  Louis  Gentil  <itudie  les  regions  maro- 
caines  qui  viennent  d'etre  soumises  A  nos  armes  :  le 
massif  des  Beni  Snassen  pacific  par  le  general  Lyautey, 
la  Chaou'ia  conquise  par  le  general  d'Amade. 
'  En  1909,  *  reprend  T^tude  du  pays  des  Chaou'ia, 
d^borde  nos  lignes  jusque  chez  les  Zaer  jusquc  U  incon- 
nus,  traverse  toute  la  region  comprise  entre  Rabat,  Fez 
et  Tanger,  puis  effectue,  avant  de  rentrer  en  France, 
un  beau  voyage  dans  le  sud  de  Safi  A  Agadir,  A  traversles 
tribus  insoumises  des  Ida  ou  Tanan.  Son  arriv^e  i 
Agadir  soul^ve  un  incident  qui  demasque  les  manoeuvres 
allemandes  et  fait  pr^voir  a  le  coup  d'Agadir  ». 

En  1910  il  consacre  une  nouvelle  mission  aux  regions 
septentrionales  du  Maroc,  dans  le  bassin  de  la  MIouya 
avec  les  troupes  du  g^n^ral  Lyautey,  dans  la  pariie 
littorale  de  la  zone  espagnole  entre  le  cap  de  I'Eau  et 
Melilla,  enfin  dans  le  Rif  occidental  entre  Tanger, 
Tetouan  et  Ceuta. 

En  191 1 ,  il  prend  part  i  Texp^dition  charg^e  de  d61i- 
vrerles  colonies  europiennes  bloqu^esdans  Fez  paries 
tributs  environnantes.  A  ce  moment,  le  «  coup  d'Aga- 
dir »  provoque  une  menace  de  guerre  de  la  part  de 
TAIlemagne  :  elle  est  solutionn^e  par  la  cession  de  ter- 
ritoires  an  Congo  franfais,  mais  en  revanche  la  France 
dtend  son  protectorat  sur  la  plus  grande  partie  du  Ma- 
roc (avril  191 2V 

Depuis  cette  epoque,  M.  Louis  Gentil  n'a  cesse 
d'apporter  une  collaboration  active  d  I'oeuvre  du  raar^- 
chal  Lyautey.  Ses  nombreuses  missions  pendant  la 
guerre  lui  ont  permis  de  parcourir  dans  tous  les  sens  de 
vastes  ^tendues  du  Maroc  au  fur  et  ^  mesure  de  I'exten- 
sion  de  la  paix  franc^aise. 

Son  ceuvre  scientifique  est  ^  la  fois  originale  et  per- 
sonnelle.  Durant  lap^riode  hiro'ique  il  n'a  jamais  eu  de 
collaborateur  a  cause  des  dangers  qu'il  y  avait  ^  parcou- 
rir les  rigions  insoumises  du  Bled  Siba.  De  plus,  il  a 
mis  en  ceuvre  presque  seul  les  riches  mat^riaux  qu'il  a 
rapportis  de  ses  nombreuses  explorations. 

La  listc  bibliographique  de  ses  travaux  ne  comprend 
pas  moins  de  2<;o  num^ros  parmi  lesquels  environ 
70  communications  faites  i  TAcad^mie  des  Sciences. 
Ses  levis  de  reconnaissance  ont  permis  de  r^nover  com- 
pl6tement  les  cartes  existantes  et  ont  6x^  utilises  pour 
letablissement  de  la  carte  au  500.000*  du  Service  gdo- 
graphiquc  de  Tarm^e. 

Gr&ce  i  ses  connaissances  g6ologiques„il  a  su  Clever 
le  niveau  de  Texploration  scientifique,  il  est  arrive  A 
donner  une  synthase  de  I'orographie  et  de  Thydrographie 
du  Maroc,  &  montrer  I'unit^  de  structure  de  toutc 
I'Afrique  du  Nord  et  de  la  Syrte  k  I'Atlantique. 

Ses  travaux  sur  le  Djebel  Siroua  dans  le  sud  marocain 
et  sur  les  volcans  du  Maroc  central  prennent  place 
parmi  les  plus  belles  dicouvertes  faites  en  Afrique. 

Ses    descriptions  sont    toujours    embellies   par  des 


comparaisons  avec  les  regions  avoisinantes  de  TAfrique 
du  Nord  et,  de  I'autre  c6t^  du  detroit  de  Gibraltar, 
avec  la  Cordill^re  b^tique  et  la  valine  du  Guadalquivir. 

Toutes  les  questions  concernant  les  richesses  natu- 
relles  du  Maroc,  qu'il  s'agisse  de  mines  ou  de  phos- 
phates, de  terres  fertiles  ou  d'eaux  souterraines  indis- 
pensables  A  I'agricullure,  ont  trouv6  en  lui  un  fervent 
travailleur. 

Son  attention  s*est  aussi  pontic  sur  le  tapis  vigital  en 
relation  avec  le  sol  et  le  climat  dont  il  a  deiini  lesjgrands 
traits. 

En  somme  M.  Louis  Gentil  a  jou^  un  rAle  de  tout 
premier  ordre  dans  !a  conqu^te  scientifique  du  Maroc. 

II  n'a  jamais  neglig^  non  plus  la  cause  de  son  pays.  II 
a  apport^  dans  toute  la  mesure  de  ses  forces  une  aide  k 
I  noire  diplomatic  dans  la  question  marocainc  parfois 
bruyante;  il  a  mis  ses  connais^nces  sur  le  Maroc  k  la 
disposition  des  troupes  d'occupation  ;  enfin  il  s'est  atta- 
che i  faire  profiter  de  sa  science  la  mise  en  valeur  ^cono- 
mique  de  notre  Protectorat. 

Le  Comit^  de  I'Afrique  francaise  et  le  Comit^  du 
Maroc  f^licitent  M.  Louis  Gentil  de  son  entree  k  Tlns- 
titut.  Ce  n'est  pas  seulement  le  savant,  c'est  Texplora- 
teur  dont  les  Africains  saluent  la  supreme  consecration 
d'une  vie  d*efforts  et  de  labeur  f^cond. 


Les  «  Afriques  frangaises  »  :  ce  sont  les  parlemen- 
taires  qui  lancentce  mot.  Plusieurs  d'entre  eux  viennent 
de  presenter  k  la  Chambre  une  proposition  de  resolu- 
tion (n**  5724)  tendant  k  inviter  le  gouvernement :  i'^  k 
faire  enseigner  et  afficher  dans  les  ^coles,  colleges, 
lyc^es,  que,  grAce  k  ses  Afriques  franc^aises  k  rclierpar 
le  transsaharien  et  grAce  k  ses  colonies,  filles  in^branla- 
blement  d^vou^es  de  la  patrie,  la  France  elt  une  nation 
de  100  millions  d'habitants  ;  2°  k  presenter  sur  les  cartes 
et  atlas,  dans  une  m6me  teinte,  la  France  continentale, 
la  France  africaine  et  toutes  les  autres  parties  de  la 
France  ext^rieure. 

V Afrique  frani^aist  ne  peut  pas  ne  pas  reproduire  cet 
expose  des  motifs  dont  les  auteurs,  on  le  verra,  ne 
manquent  pas  d'enthousiasme  africain  : 

Aux  porles  de  Mnrseille  —  comme  son  reflet  au  delii  de  la 
Mfditerrnn^e  —  la  France  de  TAfrique  du  Nord  se  developpe 
depuis  rAtlaiitiqur  jusqu'au  gnlfc  de  Gubes. 

Cette  France  com ptc  13  millions  de  citoyens  ouadministres 

francnift. 

Au  cours  de  la  dernitTC  guerre,  lis  ont  apport^  k  la  pafrie 
environ  30.000  combattants  et  200. 000  travailleura,  soil 
jOO.OOO  hommes. 

Vingt-quatre  heures  de  tra\ers<^e  permetient  aujourd'hui 
aux  Francais  de  France  d'aller  visiter  chex  eux  leurs  fr^res, 
les  Frang/iis  d'Alg^rie,  de  Tunisie  et  du  Maroc. 

Kn  tout  temps,  h  toute  Epoque,  une  centaine  de  sous- 
marins  et  plusieurs  centaines  d'avions  doivent  nous  assu-rer 
le  libre  passage  en  Mediterranee. 

De  Tautre  c^te  de  la  mer,  c'est  done  la  France  encore,  et 
une  France  de  13  millions  d'ha^ilant8. 

Jusqu'en  ces  derniers  temps,  le  Sahara  se  dreasait  entre 
L'Afrique  frangais^*  du  Nonl  dune  part,  et,  de  Fautro, 
I'Afrique  francaise  du  S6n^gal,  du  Niger  et  du  Congo. 

II  se  dressait  comme  un  obstacle  prniiqunnent  infranchis- 

sable.     ^ 

Mais,  depuis  Tadmirable  exploit  qui  vient  d'felre  accompli 
par  l^  mission  CitroOn-Haardt-Andouin-Diihreuil—  laquelle, 
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^  I'ltidc  (Icsaulo-cbeiiilk's,  \ii  frai.oiii  par  deux  fois  (m  quinzt* 
jours  saus  li'  uioiiidre  iiicicJeiil  iikujs  exprimous  le  ycpu  que 
Ic  (louveriiemeiit  recoiiipeiisc  eel  exploit  coiiime  il  inerile  de 
J  olre)  —  l'ol>slacle  nrxiste  plus. 

Deauiin^  en  plein  desert,  les  auto-chenilles  cireuleront 
^eguliereuu'iil  et  iun*iniileuient  de  poste  eii  j)Oste.  Uajdde- 
nient,  le  <(M'vice  aeiieii  sera  or^'anise. 

A[>res-deiiiMiii,  le  Lrtinssaharieu  st'ra  etabli,  qui  raettra 
l^iris  ^  riiu/  jours  du  <'entre  alrieaiii. 

(Jl-]uvre  graiidemeiil  utile,  au  point  de  vue  ^coDomique, 
pour  la  niise  en  valeurde  ees  immeuses  et  riehes  territoires. 
Mais  ceuvre  imph'ieusement  indispensable,  avuul  lout  pour 
la  delense  iialioiiale,  puistprelle  nous  permeltra,  en  quatn; 
jours,  d'ameiier  nos  Lroupea  noires  a  Alger  (*t  en  eiuq  jours 
a  Marseille. 

A  ee  moment,  I'AlVique  <hi  .Nord,  TAfrique  o<'eidentale, 
TAfrique  (Hiuatoriale,  le  Cameroun  elle  Togo  ne  sei-ont  plus 
qu'un  piolongenuMit  de  la  France. 

Or,  rAlrJcjue  noire  coinpte  17  millions  d'haljilants,  qui 
onidonnc^  k  lapalrie  enviroh  200.000  eombattanls  et  travail- 
leurs,  de  1914  a  1918. 

Par  les  autos-^henilles,  on  pent  eonsiderer  que  la  jondiou 
des  Afriques  franchises  est  d  ores  et  dej^  r^»alis6e,  et  (jue  de 
l)iinker(|uo  a  Brazzaville  la  France  fornie  un  bloe  de  70  mil- 
lions de  Franrais. 

Nos  tres  eheres  «  vieilles  colonies  »,  la  Guadeloupe,  la 
Martinique,  la  Reunion  fel  Finde  que,  des  nwiintenant,  nous 
dcvons  eonsiderer  comme  des  departements  franrais,  en 
attendant  qu'il  en  soit  ainsi  decide  par  la  voie  legislative; 
Madagasc^ir,  Flndoehine,  toules  les  auti*es  possessions  fran- 
vaises  out  donne,  elles  aussi,  au  cours  de  la  guerre,  la 
preuve  eclalante  de  leur  attaeheinenl  iiidefeelible  fi  la  mere- 
put  rie,  don  I  elles  sout,  corame  toiiti's  les  aulres,  les  fiiles 
ires  (h^vou^es. 

Files  forment,  de  icur  ( ote,  une  autre  masse  liumaine  de 
Irentc  tnil lions  d'Ames, 

9(K)  000  amilMxitanU  on  tratjai/lcurs,  tel  est  le  coneours  en 
honimes  que  la  Fraji<*e  ext^rieure  a  fourni,  pendant  la  ter- 
rible guerre,  a  la  France  continentnle  ! 

S'il  en  etait  l)esoin,  demain  romine  hier  les  61)  millions  de 
Franvais  de  lAlrique  du  Nord  et  des  colonies  voleraient,  h 
nouveau,  au  secours  de  la  France. 

Nous  avons  le  droit  de  dire  (jue  c'est  toujour*  la  France, 
que  ce  sont  k)uj()nrs  les  Franrais  que  nous  trouvons  au  del^ 
des  mers,  pnrtoul  ou  flottent  nos  trois  couleurs. 

Coinnie  Fa  (lit  le  f)remi(»r  M.  le  general  Mangin  :  la 
France  est.  en  n'sume,  une  nation  de  UU)  tnilhons  (f'kahi- 
lants. 

II  est  du  plus  haul  interet  national  que,  dans  loutes  les 
occasions  et  partoul,  cette  verite  soit  proclamee. 

11  est  surtout  iw'*cessair<i  quelle  soil  euseignee  a  tout'  la 
jeiinesse  de  France. 

De  cet  enscngnement  patriotique,  nous  n'avons,  a  tous 
egards,  cjue  des  avail tiiges  a  retirer. 

A  tous  les  Franrais  il  indiquera  la  force  rf^'elle  de  la 
Frnnoe. 

II  attirera  Fatlention  de  tous  nos  concitovens  sur  la 
richesse   (jue  les  colonies  representent  pour    la   m^tropole. 

11  Pes  incib^ra  a  l<»s  visiter,  a  coloniser,  h  sy  fixer 

Aux  colonies  elles-memes,  il  moiitrera  le  bloc  d'airain 
qu  ellefl  forment  dans  leur  union  avec  la  France. 

A  tou«  les  peoples,  enfin,  il  fcra.  pour  ainsi  diie,  toucher 
du  doigt  la  v(^»ri  table  puissance  de  not  re  pays,  pmssanrr  pro- 
fnndemrHt  imnftquv^  (jui  ne  rhercltt'  de  q\u*relie  a  p^Tsonne, 
mais  qui  est  capable  <le  pourvoir,  le  cas  6cheent,  elle-nieme 
h  sa  propre  defense. 

Souhaitons  tout  au  moins  que  ces  chiffres  et  ccs 
arguments   sclent  repandus  dans  le  corps  enseignant. 


4c 


Mme  Lucien  Saint  participe  i  Tunis  ^  la  politique  du 
resident  general  en  s'adressanl  A  la  femme  et  k  Tenfant 
ttjnisiens.  R6cemment  elle  a  ouvert  les  salons  de  la 
Residence  aux  dames  de  la  Society  tunisienne  et  cetie 


initiative  a  6te  fort  gotitde.  Elle  vient  de  cr^er  une 
oeuvre  pour  les  enfants  et  a  ouvert  une  souscription  k 
laquelle  non  seulement  les  Europ^ens,  mais  les  Tuni- 
sians ont  largement  pris  part. 

La  bienfaisance  frangaise  exerc^e  par  la  main  d'une  ^^ 
femme  de  coeur  reussit  d  Tunis  comme  4. Rabat. 


La  propagande  allemande  ne  se  decide  pas  k  lAcher 
a  Targument  des  troupes  noires  )>  qu'elle  a  si  souvent 
employ^  contre  la  France,  notamraent  aupr^s  des 
neutres  qui,  cette  fois  encore,  k  propos  de  la  Ruhr,  en 
sont  accabl6s.  Or  il  n'y  a  plus  de  troupes  noires  dans 
Tarm^e  du  Rhin  :  on  en  a  retire  m6me  Its  Malgaches, 
et  cela  dans  un  esprit  de  conciliation  que  M.  Poincare, 
president  du  Coris^il,  a  defini  ainsi  dans  une  lettre  k 
M.  Candace,  d^put^  :  *<  Si  le  Gouvernement  a  pr^f^re 
ne  pas  employer  de  troupe^  noires  pour  Foccupation  de 
la  Ruhr,  ce  n'est  certes  pas  qu'il  cesse  de  r^prouver  des 
calomnies  abominables,  c'est  parce  qu'il  a  juge  plus  sage 
de  ne  fournir,  actuellement,  aucun  prt^texte  k  une 
propagande  qu'il  continuera  de  combattre  partout  ou 
elle  se  produit,  mais  qui  a  malheureusement  p^n^tre 
jusque  dans  les  peuples  amis.  L'accueil  fait  aux  troupes 
coloniales  dans  toutes  les  lilies  frangaises  suffit,  du 
reste,  k  les  venger  des  mensonges  allemands.  » 

Bien  entendu.  ceci  n'a  pas  emp^ch^  la  propagande 
allemande  de  r^pandre  ses  mensonges  rechauffes  et 
illustr^s  de  photographies  truqu^esetde  films  fabriqu^s. 
Et  maintenant  nous  avons  retir^  de  la  Ruhr  jusqu'^  des 
Creoles  originaires  des  Antilles  qui  servaient  en  tant 
que  citoyens  dans  des  regiments  coloniaux  ! 

On  sourirait  de  cette  campagne  si  elle  n'^tait  prise  au 
serieux  k  Tetranger.  C'est  ainsi  qu'une  question  a  ete 
pos6e  k  la  Chambre  des  Communes  du  7  mars  pour 
savoir  «  si  les  troupes  noires  frangaises  dans  la  zone 
d'occupation  sont  cantonn^es  dans  des  maisons  particu- 
li^res  ou  dans  des  casernes!  »  L'organe  du  gouverne- 
ment britannique  a  r^pondu  qu'il  ne  pouvait  fournir  le 
renseignement  et  qu'au  surplus  il  n'avait  pas  k  exprimer 
une  opinion  ^  ce  sujct.  Mais  si!  II  devrait  savoir  que 
tout  cela  est  mensonge  et,  en  bon  alli^,  il  aurtit  dil  le 
dire.  Si  nos  allies  qui  sont  encore  nos  voisins  au  Rhin 
sont  si  ignorants  de  la  question,  que  peut-il  6tre  des 
neutr«s? 

Et  ceci  nous  rappelle  un  recent  dessin  de  Forain 
dans  le  Figaro,  sousle  tUre  :  a  Protestation  indign^e.  » 
Un  Allemand  ^crit,  un  autre  dicte.  Legende  :  «  — Je 
n'ai  pas  le  renseignement  exact.  —  Qu'est-ce  que  ^a 
fait  r  r^pond  I'autre.  C'est  pour  les  neutres.  « 


Au  cours  de  la  r^cente  session  des  Delegations  finan- 
ci(^res  d'Alg^rie,  la  delegation  indigene  a  vote  la  motion 
suivante  : 

«  La  Delegation  indigene,  touchee  du  geste  liberal 
accompli  par  la  France  en  consentant  et  en  contribuant 
k  redification  d'^un  Institut  Musulraan  k  Paris,  profile  de 
la  presente  session  extraordinaire  pour  prier  M.  le  Gou- 
verneur  general  de  transraettreau  Gouvernement  metro- 
politain  I'expression  de  sa  satisfaction,  de  sa  vjve  recon- 
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naissance  et  de  son  inalterable  attachement  k  la  M6re- 

Patrie  ^). 

a  Signal  Ben  Rahal,  Bkn  Siam,Ben  Chenouf, 
Ben  Gana,  Ben  Abourah,  Bentounes  Ahmed, 
Ben  Gueddiri,  Sahkaoui,  Bouthiba,  Kaid 
Hamoud,  Kolli,  Latrech,  Si  Salah,  Oura- 
BAH,   Smail  Said,  Ahmed    Ben   Ali    CH£:Rir, 

ROUMANE. 


*    * 


La  Dipiche  iunisienne  annonce  que,  dans  le  double 
but  de  redonner  quelque  animation  aux  Souks  un  peu 
d^laiss^s  pourdiverses  causespacles  touristeset  d'offrir 
k  ceux-ci  une  distraction  de  caractire  purement  indi- 
gene, le  Syndicat  d'initiative  de  Tunis  a  eu  Theureuse 
id^e  d'organiser  dans  le  caf^  maure  situ^  dans  le  Souk- 
El-Trouk  des  matinees  et  aussi  de^  soirees  de  musique 
arabe. 

Tous  les  vendredis  particuliferement,  touristes  et 
indigenes  pourront  entendre  un  concert  de  musique 
arabe  classique  execute  par  des  artistes  indigenes  hors 
de  pair. 


COLUNIES  FRAKCAISES 

PAYS    DE    PROTECTORAT 
ET    PAYS    DE   MANDAT 


AL.G]6llIE 


Apr^s  la  conf6rence  d' Alger.  —  «  Noire 
reunion  nianjue  une  dale  dans  I'histoire  de 
J'Afrique  Franc^uise  du  Nord...  il  n'(*st  pas  un 
Algerieii  de  bonne  Ugnee  qui  n'lMi  ail  tressailli 
d'emotion  el  d'orgueil.  »  O  i)assage  du  discours 
par  lequel  M.  Sleeg  a  ouverl  la  Conference,  Im- 
duit  de  la  mani^re  la  plus  vraie  le  seiitiment  gene- 
ral de  TAlg^rie. 

Les  Algeriens  ne  se  soul  pas  mepris  un  seul 
inslanl  sur  le  niract^re  el  la  porlee  de  la  (]onf6- 
ronce.  Ne  savaient-ils  pas  les  diffirultes  que  le 
coiuparlinienla4;e  Maroc-Algerie-Tunisie  a  opj)o- 
sees  pendanl  la  guerri*  a  de  n^cessaii'es  sim[)lifi- 
calions  ;  qu'au  plus  fori  de  la  lutle  M.  Clenien- 
ceau  songeail  h  supprinier  les  murailles  doua- 
niferes  et  qu'en  1917,  lorsque  M.  Jonnart  revinl  au 
Palais  d*Ete,  rinstilution  d'un  Haul  (x)rnni!ssariat, 
veritable  vice-royaute  de  notre  grand  doinaine 
nord-africain,  fut  trfes  s^rieusement  envisag^e  !  lis 
onl  done  salue  la  Gonferenr^  ronime  un  achemi- 
riement  vers  les  realisations  trop  longtenips  dilf6- 
r6es.  lis  ont  accueilli  avec  fierte  le  choix  d'Alger, 
centre  de  I'Afrique  du  Nord,  capitale  de  la  plus 
ancienne,  de  la  plus  ricbe  et  de  la  plus  peupWe 
des  trois  colonies,  coinme  lieu  de  la  premifere 
reunion. 

Pas  un  seul  instant  ils  ne  se  sont,  d'ailieurs, 
leurres  sur  les  ri^sullats  imm6diats  k  en  esp^'^rer. 
Elaborer  un  programme  de  liaison  effective  enire 
les  trois  pays  et  decider  ensuite  sa  raise  en  a*uvre, 


c'est  iridiquer  seulemeni  une  directive  dont  rap- 
plication  dcmandera  un  travail  de  longue  lialeine. 
t'Africjue  du  Nord  est  un  ensemble  h  la  fois 
homogfene  el  hoterogfene.  Sets  subdivisions  poli- 
tiijues  actuelles  sont  soumises  h  des  regimes  d'age 
Ires  diff6renl,  qui  conft'^renl  a  chacune  une  phy- 
sionomie  speciale.  11  etait  ais6  pour  Texp^rience 
alg6rieiHie,  de  prevoir  que  le  premier  contact  enlre 
les  dirigeanls  serail  principalement  marxpie  par  la 
conslalalion  des  difficultes^  sui'iuonter. 

Ainsi  prevenue,  la  curiosile  alg^rienne  a  su[)- 
port6  sans  impatience  le  secret  des  deliberations  et 
la  secheresse  des  comamniques.  Precautions 
excessives  el  ino])pprlunes!  Les  errements  diplo- 
maliques  n(^  sont  pas  de  mise  lorsque  les  intei^ets 
en  presence  sont  reducUbles,  selon  I'heurense  for- 
mule  du  maredial  Lyauley,  au  conimun  denomi- 
naleur  de  rinterftt  national.  Precautions  inutiles  ! 
Les  personnaliles  puissantes  des  rejiresentants  de 
I'Afrique  Fran^aise  du  Nord  devaient  falalement  se 
heurter  quand  le  moment  viendrait,  pom*  chacun, 
de  defendro  ses  inlerets.  11  etait  muins  difficih*  de 
le  deviner  que  d'etouffer  Techo  de  discussions 
ftpres  et  vigoureuses.  II  etait  moins  difficile  encore 
de  predire  qu  aucun  des  dirigeanls  ne  se  main- 
tiendrait  dans  une  position  defensive  d'interets 
puriMnent  locaux:  que  les  reunions  ne  se  borne- 
raieiit  [)as  h  un  banal  echange  de  notes  et  de  rap- 
ports ;  qu'on  y  aborderait,  au  contraire,  dans  un 
esprit  de  plus  en  plus  amical,  rexamen  de  toutes 
les  (jueslions  d'interet  commun  ;  et  que  la  Confe- 
rence s'acheverait  dans  une  atmosphere  de  cordia- 
lite  (jui  est,  pour  Tavenir,  des  ])lus  heureux 
augure. 


La  situation   commerclale   de   TAlg^rie 

en  1922.  — Le  21)  fevrier,  au  cours  de  la  reunion 
de  la  Commission  des  valeurs  de  douane,  M.  Sleeg 
a  appr6cie  les  resultats  du  mouvement  commer- 
cial (le  I'Algerie  en  1922  (mi  un  discours  dont  voici 
les  conclusions  : 

Que  TAlgerie  traverse  une  periode  de  crise,  qui  done  s'en 
etonnerait'f  Des  causes  d'ordre  mondial,  des  causes  d'ordre 
g«§()graphique  et  cILuiilejique  (»xercpnt  k  I'envi  une  action 
perturl>atrice.  C'est  [>arlout  rincertitude,  rinstabilit^,  Tan- 
goissr  du  proche  avcnir.  C'est  anssi  une  succession  d'ann^es 
pendant  IcsqueUes  la  nature  capricifuse  el  ingrale  a  decw  les 
efforts  de  nos  cultiyateurs,  colons  et  indigenes.  La  crise  e^t 
reelle,  elle  est  serieuse,  elle  attaint  toutes  les  nations  de 
I'univers,  aussi  Lien  celles  dont  la  monnaie  est  d^preci6e 
que  Cidles  dont  un  change  elev(5  paralyse  aussi  i  activite. 

Gette  ^preuvr  nniverselle  r^vele  cepeudant  une  Alg^rie 
demeur^  raaigre  tout  vivante,  agissante  et  resoiue.  Pn^fions 
le  ctiiffre  de  son  commerce  g^n^ral  :  sa  progression  a  ete 
rapide  Depuis  t9f)i,  il  ^^t  pass^  de  600  millious  de  francs  k 
i.597  (OOOOO.  Au  cours  de  cettc  p^riode.  il  a  egal<^  h  lui 
seul,  et  parfois  depass^,  le  montaut  lota-l  du  commerce  eite- 
rietir  de  toutes  ies  colonies  fran^aises  rcunies. 

Muis  voicL  qui,  dans  les  circon^tances  difficiles  que  nous 
traversons,  est  de  nature  h  nous  apporter  reconfort  et  fierte. 
C'est  avec  la  Mere-Patrie  que  se  font,  dans  la  proportion  d6 
75  0/0  nos  echanges  c^ommerciaux.  Noussommes  k  la  fois  et 
ses  meilleurs  clients  et  »f«  plus  gros  fouxnisieurs.  Notre 
rang  e&t  le  cinquieme.  Ainsi  notre  contribution  au  releve- 
raent  de  la  France  se  revile  d'une  efficacit^^  certaine.  Ne 
I'aiderons-nous  pas  d'autant  mieux  k  agir  et  k  vivre  qu'elle 
vivra  de  plus  en  plus  sur  aes  propres  reasources  et  celles  de 
ses  colonies? 


V ,  ,  *  ^^  ^  <  •    »._ .  -^  ".^ 
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C(^rles,  notre  balance  romintTciale  n'est  pas  favorable. 
M.  Moucheront  nous  Ta  (lit  :  Texceilent  des  importations  sur 
b's  cxportations  est  plus  considi^rable  cetle  ann^e  qu'en  1921 , 
[niiscpi'il  s'^leve  a  628  luillions.  Je  ne  souge  pas  h  in^con- 
naitre  la  gravitr  dun  W\  chiffre,  niais  il  est  perniis  d'inter- 
pnHer  les  slatisliques.  N'oiihlions  done  pas  qu'il  y  a  lieu  do 
lenir  (;omple  des  depenses  de  souverainete^  engag^es  par  la 
Kranee  en  Algerie,  des  reviMius  des  titres  et  des  valeurs 
inobilieres  Iranraises  et'etrangeres  encaisses  par  des  Alg6- 
riens  qui,  aur  seuls  eiuprunls  nationaux,  de  1915  a  1920, 
out  sonserit  une  somine  de  1  milliard  ^66  millions.  N'ou- 
blions  pas  les  d^penses  de  plus  en  plus  importantes  des  tou- 
risles  et  des  voyageurs  que  la  douane  n'enregistre  pas. 
Si^iialons  enfin  la  80us-6valuation  evidente  des  colis  pos- 
tanx  a  lexporlation. 

L'importance  croissante  des  colis  poslaiix  a  I'imporlalion 
(|ue  souligne  d'une  facon  judicieuse  el  flue  le  rapport  qui 
nous  a  el<^  lu,  vous  aura  sans  doute  fnipp6s.  Cette  fragmen- 
tation des  achats  n'a  rien  qui  doive  uous  r^jouir;  elle  tient, 
dune  part,  probableinent,  a  raccroissement  des  tarifs  de 
transport  et,  d'autn*  part,  cerlaiaemenl,  a  la  limidite  qui,  a 
I'heure  pr^sente,  s'enipare  de  notre  eoniuierce,  de  notre 
industrie,  de  nos  entreprises.  Charuu  cherche  a  r6duire  ses 
risques,  a  se  proteger  le  plus  [)ossible  contre  les  variations 
desordonnees  et  d^coucertantes  <lu  cours  des  marchandises. 
11  y  a  la  un  mal  certain  qui  tient  i\  des  causes  qui  nous 
depassentet  non  pas  a  un  defaul  de  vaillance  on  de  confiance 
cbez  les  coramer<;ants  alg^riens.  De  tels  faits  rendent  de 
plus  en  plus  sensible  le  poids  de  la  ddpendance  economique 
ruineuse  dans  la([uelle  nous  nous  trouvons  encore  Irop  a 
regard  de  Tetranger. 

Notre  liberation  6conomiqiie  est  condition  de  notre  inde- 
pendance  nationale.  ISous  y  travailleroiis  en  d^veloppaut 
notre  production  agricoie  et  noire  in<lustrie  dans  I'union  <le 
plus  en  plus  ^troite  des  possessions  francnises.  Le  develop- 
pement  et  la  regularisation  de  la  production  agricoie,  la 
creation  d'industries  vHriees  pernieltant  la  transformation 
sur  place  des  fruits  du  sol,  des  ricliesses  du  sous-sol,  I'in- 
cor{>oration  a  ces  prod u its  de  la  valeur  sans  cesse  accrue 
dune  main-d'ceuvre  tecbniquenient  amelior^e,  nous  assure- 
I'ons  I'equilibre  de  notre  balance  conimerciale  comme  celai 
de  notre  budget. 

Les  r^sultats  obtenus  cette  annee  encore,  malgr*^  toutes 
les  difficull^s  auxquelles  I'Algerie  s'est  heurtee,  justifient  la 
(Continuation  et  le  redoublement  de  notre  activite.  On  ne  se 
lasse  a  la  longue  que  des  efforts  st^riles.  Contre  le  malaise 
economique  universel,  contre  la  fantaisie  desiistreuse  da 
(diniat,  I'Algerie  a  hitte.  Elle  n'a  pas  (Me  vaincue.  Qu'elle 
l^ersiste  dans  sa  ni(Mbodiqu(»  obstination,  et  demain  lui 
apportera  la  recompense  du<'  ii  son  courage  et  a  son  palrio- 
tisme. 


L'Alg6rie  et  1  impOt  sur  le  chiffre  d'af- 
faires. —  L'impAl  sur  le  chiffn*  d'affaires  n'est 
pas  payr  h  lint^rieur  de  TAlg^rie,  oii  il  rrexiste 
pas,  inais  il  (^sl  [)er<;ii,  a  reiitree  f*n  France,  sur 
les  uiar(chaiidises  de  j)rovenance  al{<erieiuie,  sous 
la  forme  d'une  laxe  d'iinportutioii.  La  pens6e  du 
legislaleur  etail  iW  proteger  les  produils  fran^ais, 
tax6s  k  1  fr.  10  0/0.  coutre  la  concurrence  etran- 
gere  dans  lacjuelle  on  englobait  les  marchandises 
[)roveriant  des  colonic^s  fran(;ais(»s. 

Les  repr^sentanls  de  TAlgerie  a  la  (Ihambre 
s'^laienl  clevis  contre  celle  assimilation  de  la 
colonie  a  un  pays  etrang(*r  el  avaient  obteuu  un 
amendement  exemptant  de  Limpfit  sur  le  chiffre 
d'affaires  les  produils  agricoles. 

La  commission  des  finances  du  S6nal,  saisie  de 
la  revision  de  la  loi  du  25  juin  1920  avail  accepts 
ramendement  mais  n'en  accordail  le  b^n^fice 
qu  aux  producteurs,  vendanl  direclemenl  leurs 
produils  aux  consommaleurs.  La  restriction  6qui- 
valait  a  la  suppression  de  lamendement,  la  cat^- 


gorie  de  vendeurs  envisagei;  repr(5sentanl  un 
iiombre*  infime  d'interess6s. 

Devanl  le  Senal,  M.  Duroux,  senaleur  d'Alger, 
a  demontre  Tinjuslice  de  la  laxalion  (ui  6lal)lis- 
sant  avec  l)eaucoup  de  precision  les  charges,  in\  ^ 
connues  en  France,  cpii  p&senl  sur  la  production 
alg^rienne,  au  nombre  desquelles  figurent  les  frais 
du  lransi)ort  maritime,  —  el  rincertilude  des  erre- 
men  Is  administralifs. 

L  imp6t  sur  le  chiffre  d'affaires  ne  porlail  i>as 
seulemenl  sur  le  i)rix  de  la  marchandise;  il  cn- 
globail  les  frais  div(M-s  donl  la  marchandise  etait 

grevee  :  transports,   n'gies,  tax(*s  inlerieures 

Lorscjue  la  venle  elait  conclue  en  Algerie.  ou 
appliquait  la  laxe  de  1.10  0/0;  loi^sciu'elle  6tail 
conclue  en  France  la  laxe  elait  eli^vee  a  2.20  0/0, 

Quand  il  s'ngissail  de  >ins,  h^s  douanes  du 
Havre  el  de  Houen  acceptaienl  une  dc^claration 
6noncant  (pie  Texpediteur,  negociant  en  vins, 
('tail  eUdili  en  Algerie.  A  la  <louane  (h»  Olle,  la 
simple  affirmation  du  transilaire  suffisail ;  mais  la 
vahmr  relenue  de  la  mai'chandise  (Hail  c(*llc  du 
cours,  non  celle  d(*  la  factuie,  c'est-a-dire  c(dle  de 
la  date  a  la(|uelle  la  venle  avail  eU'^  conclue.  A 
Hi*(*sl,  la  douane  exigeait  iim*  faclure  legalis^e  eL 
(erlifi(3e  sincere  [)ar  une  autoritt';  les  |H)uvoirs  pu- 
blics so  refusanl  a  delivrer  ce  genre  de  certifical, 
le  negociant  algerien  devail  payer  2.20  0/0.  Si,  en 
attendant  la  venl(\  il  lui  fallail  metlre  son  via  a 
LentrepcM,  la  Itegie  reclamail  encore  un  supple- 
ment de  1,10  0/0. 

Kn  ce  qui  concerne  les  pi'inuMn  s,  la  valeur  de  la 
marchandise  6lait  appr«iciee  suivanl  le  cours  le 
plus  (^leve  de  Marseille,  alors  qu'elle  ('tail  souvenl 
dirig^e  sur  d'aulres  marches  oii  le  cours  (3lail 
inferieur. 

Le  senaleur  d  Alger  dans  la  seance  du  7  fevrier 
1923  a  soulenu  raniendemiMil  sui\ant  ; 

Sont  exemptees  de  cei  impAt  itaxe  a  Timportation)  lei 
importations  de  produits  agricoles,  originaires  et  ea  prove- 
nance direcle  de  TAlgerie,  colonies  ou  pays  de  proiecloral 
et  des  ancienn(*s  colonies  allemandes  plac^es  sous  le  mandal 
de  la  France. 

Aprfes  avoir  d(^velop[)e  son  argumentation,  il  a 
termiq^  ainsi  : 

Vous  dites.  Messieurs,  que  le  lrait(»ment  est  6gal  entre 
Tagriculleur  m6tro[)olitain  et  colonial.  Eli  hien,  voici  un 
exeraple  concret  de  ce  (^ui  se  passera  gi  le  texte  de  la  com- 
mission des  finance's  est  adople  : 

Une  maison  de  Paris  pent  acheler  un  produit  agricoie  k  la 
fois  dans  le  centre  de  la  France  et  dans  les  colonies.  Dans  le 
premier  cas.  elle  pourra  prendre  livraison  sur  place  de  la 
marchandise  franchise,  Fcxp^dier  a  Paris,  ou  mi^me  la  trans- 
former sans  payer  la  taxe  de  1.10;  celle-ci,  en  effet,  nc 
jouera  qu  au  moment  oil  la  marchandise  passera  k  la  con- 
soramation. 

En  sera-t-il  d(»  mi^me  pour  la  marchandise  achet^e  aux 
colonies  dans  des  conditions  idenliques?  Non,  car  si  Fach^ 
teur  de  la  marchandise  prend  livraison  sur  place,  la  taxe 
(rimportation  devra  6tre  payee  h  larrivee  de  la  marchan- 
dise k  Marseille  et  celle  sur  le  chiffre  d'affaires  au  moment 
on  cette  marchandise  passera  k  la  consomination. 

Je  ne  veux  pas  vous  r^peter  la  preuve  que  le  fardetu  de 
cette  double  taxe  retonibera  seiilement  sur  la  production 
agricoie  coloniale,  mais  je  vous  dc^'montre  hien  qu'il  y  a  une 
in^galit^.  puisque  Fagriculteur  fran^ais  peut  operer  la  li- 
vraison sur  i)Iace.  tandis  que  le   colonial,  pour  ^viter  un6 
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taxe  Bupplt^meiitaire,  doit  fairo  hi  livraisoii  dans  la  in^lro- 
l>ole,  ce  qui  lui  est  inat6riellemeiit  impossible.  Aulreineiit 
dit,  messieurs,  le  texte  de  la  commission  ne  r^poud  pus  aux 
bonnes  inteiitionB  qui  Tout  dict<^. 

Je  m'excuse  d'avoir  et6  aussi  aride,  mals  je  voudmis  en 
^terminani  rappeler  k  la  commission  des  finances  les  id^es 
qu*a  exprimees  son  hononihle  president,  M.  Miiiies-Lacroix, 
qui  disait  qu'il  etait  partisan  de  combattre  la  vie  cherc.  V 
a-t-il  de  meilleurs  moyeifs  pour  y  parvenir  que  ceux  .qui 
favorisent  lu  production  colonialef  Celle-la  se  pale  en  mon- 
naie  fran<;ai8e.  Olle-1^  ne  necessite  pas  une  sortie  dor 
ilestine  k  T^traiiger.  llappelez-vous  que  nous  sommes  deve- 
nus  une  nation  tie  cent  millions  de  Fnmvais,  melropolilaiiis 
eu  colouiaux. 

Ne  d(l»couragez  pas  les  colons  nvec  une  mesure  qui  pent 
teur  paraitre  mesquine.  Leur  merile  est  assez  grand  d'aller 
prolonger  la  France  audelk  des  mers.  Ne  leur  laissez  pas 
I'impression  qu'en  s'expatriant,  iis  sont  sortis  de  la  grande 
(aniille  frAn^aise;  que,  vis-h-vis  de  la  loi  que  vous  ctes  eu 
train  de  voter,  ils  sont,  en  fait,  Iraites  exaclement  comme 
i'ils  i^taient  devenus  des  etrangers. 

L'intcpvealioii  du  senaleur  d'Alger  a  emporte  le 
vote  du  S6nat. 

Les  agriculteurs  algeriens  vont  ainsi  l)6n6f icier 
d'un  drgr^vement  d'impdts  de  \2  millions  envi- 
ron. En  niCme  lenips  aura  disparu  un  regime  de 
mesiu'es  vexal(Mres.  Les  groupes,  syndicats  el 
chand)res,  en  onl  nianpie  une  vive  satisfaction. 


Le  nouveau  regime  des  chemlns  de  fer 
dlnt6r6t  g^n^ral  d  Alg6rie.  —  Une  loi  du 
\\  decembre  1922  {Jn^irnal  officiel  du  11  de- 
cenihre)  a  approuve  la  (lonvenlion  passec  le 
l""]uillet  iy22  entre  le  (jouvernenient  g6n6ial  do 
TAlg^rie,  d'une  pari,  laCompogniedes  chemins  de 
fer  l^.-L.-M.  et  rAdministration  des  chemins  de 
£er  alg6riens  de  THtat,  d'aulre  part,  pour  Texploi- 
tation  de  ces  deux  rt^seaux.  La  Convention  devient 
ainsi  definitive. 

On  siiiL  (jue,  sous  le  regime  du  decrel  de  1857, 
un  double  resean  a  voie  normale  et  k  voie  efroite 
d'erartement  vario,  |)ait^ig6  entre  cinq  Compagnies 
dont,  parfois,  les  exploitations  6taieal  sei)ar6es 
par  des  reseaux  interniMiaires  (lei  le  P.-L.-iM.), 
b'eUiit  conslitue  sans  ni^lhode  ni  plan  d'ensenible. 
Les  (Conventions  pass^es  avec  chncune  de  ces 
Compngnies,  mettant  en  opposition  leurs  ialerils 
res|)ectifs  avec  ceux  de  I'Elat  et  du  public,  Ic 
regime -formail  un  veritable  obstacle  an  develop- 
pcrnent  economicpip  <le  TAlgerie. 

La  loi  du  23  juillot  1!)04,  6t(Mi(Ianl  aux  chemins 
de  fer  rautononiie  budgetaire  accord^e  h  TAlg^rie, 
[)ermit  d'oblenir  un  conunencementd'homogeneil^' 
}>ar  le  radial  des  lignes  de  la  t^mpagnie. franco- 
algeriiMHie,  de  rEst-Algerien,  de  Bdne-Guelma, 
dWYn-Heida-Khenchela  olde  TOuest-AIg^rien.  Mais 
ce  regime  efail  df'^ja  devenu  insiiffisanl,  avant  la 
guerre,  h  assurer  les  nouveaux  besoins  cr(36s  par  le 
developpement  economique.  D'aulre  j)arl,  la  si- 
tuation des  Compagnies  exislanles  se  trouvait 
ol)6ree  par  les  desastreux  exerciccs  du  temps  de 
guerre  :  Tune  d'elles  d^clarait,  en  1IU9.  ne  pouvoir 
contiimer  son  exploitation. 

Ainsi  ol)lig(^es  d'envisager  la  refonte  de  tout  le 
slatul  orgaiu(|ne  des  chemins  de  fer  algeriens,  les 
a;ssembl('M^s  algeriennes  ont  procede,  en  vertu  des 


pouvoirs(iue  leur  a  accord  es  la  loidn  \\\  jnillet  190i, 
h  Telaboration  d'un  nouveau  regime  ferroviaire. 
Le  Parlemenl  ny  esl  inlervenu  (pi'en  raison  de  son 
droit  general  de  contnMe  sur  radniinislration  de 
I'Alg^rie  et  du  la  pari  que  prennenl  les  finances 
m6trop()litaiii€s  aux  dispenses  des  chemins  de  fer 
de  la  coU)nie.  Son  adhesion  ne  pouvait,  d'ailleurs, 
faire  de  doute.  Le  projet  (]ui  lui  6tait  soumis  ame- 
liorait  inconteslablement  lexploitation  et  Torgani- 
salion  f inane ii^ixi  des  cheinins  de  fer  algeriens,  sans 
entralner  de  depenses  nouvelles  pour  la  Metropole 
qui  y  trouvait.  au  conlraire,  dune  mani^re  indi- 
recle,  n\\  certain  allegement  a  ses  chaiges. 


Le  r6gime  tienl  tout  entier  dans  la  loi  du  1 1  de- 
cembre 1922  et  la  C(mvention  du  1*'^  juiHet  1921, 
deux  textes  dont  les  dispositions  s  enchevStrent  et 
chevauchent  dans  un  beau  desordre  qui  oblige  a 
passer  de  Tun  a  Tautre  a  lout  instant,  si  Ton  veut 
proceder  h  I'examen  ratioimel  du  systeme. 

De  cet  exanien  ressortent  deux  traits  caract^ris- 
tiques  :  d'abord  un  c(  regroupement  »  des  voies 
ferries  alg^ricmies,  cpii  aura  pour  resultat  de 
reparlir  entre  deux  grands  reseaux,  Tun  exploite 
par  une  Gompagnie  fermiere,  Taulre  par  rAdmi- 
nistration de  rKlal,  les  chemins  de  fer  deTAlgerie; 
ensuite  une  organisation  conunune  de  ces  deux 
reseaux,  aliquant  daussi  pres  que  possible  le 
regime  (jui  fonctionne  actuellement  pour  les  che- 
mins de  fer  de  la  M6lro[)ole  en  application  de  la 
Convention  du  28  juin  el  de  la  loi  du  2<S  octobre 
1921. 


Par  suite  des  rachats  successifs  dont  il  a  ete 
dejfi  ])arl6,  toutes  les  lignes  algeriennes,  —  sauf 
deux,  celles  d  Alger  a  Orau  et  dv  Phili[)peville  a 
Constantine,  concedees  au  P.-L.-M.  — av{uent  fait 
I'clour  a  I'Algei'ie  (juisi^  Iniuvdil  ainsi  pro[)ri6taire 
de  2.000  kilometres  de  voies  ferrees  sur  3.000. 
L'acijuisition,  par  THtaL  des  1.000  kilometres 
(hMneurant  concedes  eilt  parai^hi^ve  la  solution 
u  rlaliste  »  du  probl^me  ferroviaire  algeiien.  Mjus 
deja,  en  19*^1,  les  idees  c^latistes  nVtaient  jdus  en 
favtnir,  en  Algerie  comnie  dans  la  Metropole.  Les 
Delegations  financieres  semblent  avoir  considere 
comme  \m  element  de  succes  Temulation  prove- 
nant  d'une  diialite  de  reseaux.  Kites  ont  tenu,  en 
outre,  &  conserver  en  Algerie  une  puissante  Com- 
pagnie  dont  le  credit,  les  relations  et  le  materiel 
peuvent  titre  utiles  h  la  colonie^  et  qui  detient, 
dans  le  consortium  financier  concessionnaire  des 
chemins  de  fer  marocains,  une  part  importante  et, 
[)ar  consequent,  une  ceitaine  influence  dans  le 
Protectoral  voi^in.  Kiifin  et  surtout,  les  Assem- 
blies algeriennes  se  sont  deoidc^es  en  contemjda- 
tion  du  regime  des  chemins  d(»  fer  fran(;ais  (}ui 
allait  enlrcr  lui  vigueur  et  (pii  tend  h  rapprocher, 
en  une  sorte  de  F-^d^ration,  avec  une  direction 
su[)6rieure  et  un  budget  comnuins,  des  reseaux 
qui  conservent  cependant  leur  individualite. 

Telle  est  la  logicpu*  de  la  solution  adoptee  :  for- 
mation de  deux  reseauA  dont  Tun,  celui  de  I'Kst, 
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sera  i'\[)l()ito  par  Tibial  al;j:ei'i('ii,  et  Taiitre,  O'lui 
(le  rOiirsl,  |)ai*  Ir  IV-L.-M.,  la  lij^nc  de  parlit^t^ 
(lovaiil  ^Irr  le  inoridien  d  Alj^^c^r*. 

Voici  I(^  h'\l(*  (h's  aiiicies  de  la  (loiivtMilion  (jni 
s\v  rapporlcid  : 

Article  imikmifu.  —  A  [>arlii'(lii  1'^'' Janvier  l'.)22,  Irs  voies 
fiM'ives  (I'iiilrivl  f^riieral  de  1  Algeric  siM-oiit  reparlics  enlri' 
(Ifux  rrscaijx  tv\ploit68  :  Tun,  par  ladministralion  (l('s  che- 
iiiins  <lr  IVr  al^ri-iens  de  I'Etat,  el  raiitre  par  la  (.ompagnic 
de  Paris  a  Lvon  el  h  la  Medilerran(V. 

L)'  reseau  exploile  par  radiniiiislralioii  dt'^  eheiiiiiis  de  fer 
al^'«'Tieiis  de  TElal  eoiiipreiidra,  en  dehors  des  li;^'iies  qui 
relevenl  aclu(»lleinenl  de  celle  administration,  la  ligne  de 
Philippevillc;  a  Conslaiiliiie  raehetee  par  TAl^'^rie  a  la  Coni- 
pai:;iiie  de  l*aris  a  Lyon  el  a  la  Medilerranee,  dans  les  eondi- 
lioiis  lixees  par  les  articles  20,  :2l  et  3/,  el  les  lifi^nes  qui 
scroll  I  rallaeliees  nltei'hHih^rnent  a  son  reseau. 

L(^  rest»aii  exploite  par  la  Compagnie  de  Paris  k  J^yon  (H  a 
la  Mediterrtnee  conjprendra  les  ligaes  ci-apres,  qui  lui  soul 
afftTiiiees  justpfau  31  deeenihre  1958; 

a\  La  li;^Mie  d  Al^'(*r  a  Oran  raelielee  f)ar  I'Algerie  dans  les 
<'()nitilions  fix^es  par  les  articles  20,  21  et  24; 

bi  [j^>  liuaes  ayant  compose  Tancien  reseau  tie  IChiesl 
alirerien,  racliele  par  lAl^erie,  ainsi  (jue  celles  eonstruiles 
pai"  rAI;4erie  et  anl^rie^jremeat  exploilces  par  la  (lompafi^nic 
dc  lOuesi  algerien  ; 

r  Les  li^Mu^sde  lieni  Saf  a  TIemcen  et  de  Tciies  a  Orlcans- 
vilh,  actu(dlenH'nl  ci  constrmdion,  et  les  li^Mies  qui  seroiil 
ullciieuremeid  raltacliees  h  son  reseau. 

Aar.  20.  —  Le  (louvenieur  general  rachele  a  la  Compagnie 
(Ic  Paris  a  Lyon  et  a  la  Mediterranee,  a  pailir  du  l*"*  janviiT 
W^'ll.  I  ensemhie  de?*  Ii^n<*s  (jui  lui  out  ele  cunccdces  par  la 
CoiiNcntion  du  I**"  niailSGI.  >a>oir  : 

I  "  Al.irer  a  Oran  par  lUida  et  Sainl-Dcnis-du-Sif.,'  avec  pro- 
loii^einent  jusqu'au  port  ; 

V'^   Pliili[qM'ville  a  (^)nstantine. 

(le  radial  <'st  idfeclue  a  I  juniahic  sur  les  bases  "^uivantes  : 
La  CoinpauMiie  de  Paris  a  Lvon  el  a  la  Medilcrranee  aban- 
(loniie  lonle  propriete  sur  les  obj(»ts  niobilieis  ( malerieLrou- 
laiil,  iii«>l>ilicr  et  outillag(^  de  tons  services,  eU\;  et  les  appro- 
\  isioiiiiefueiits  affecles  aux  deux  li«ziics  d  Alger  a  Oran  et  de 
I'liilippeviHc  a  Constantiiie.  n<»ucompris  le  maltM'iel  roulant 
lone  |>ar  le  ^iJ'si'au  de  Paris  a  Lyon  el  a  la  MT'dilerranee 
inetn)(M)li(ain 

Mnycnnaid  eel  abandon,  il  est  Tail  remise  a  la  ('om[)agnie 
d<'  Paris  a  Lyon  et  a  la  Mediterranee  de  la  detie  tolale,  (»n 
i'apilal  et  inleret.s,  eontractee  par  elb*  au  litre  de  la  gurantie 
d  inlervt  pour  la  periode  anterieure  au  l*""  Janvier  1"J22. 

Am  22.  Le  (iouverneur  i/^neral  alferme  a  la  (lompagnie 
de  Pari-  a  L\oii  el  a  la  Mediterranee,  a  parlir  du  1*  Janvier 
i.'22  el  dans  les  conditions  indiquees  aux  articles  JiH  et  31 
les  li^iie-  ei-apres  designees,  donl  re.v[iloitation  devra  etre 
conforine  aux  dispositions  des  litres  I  et  II  de  la  jMv^ente 
(lonventinn  :  • 

a     La  li^'ne  d  Alger  a  t)ran: 

In   Le^  li)jnes  ayanl  eonstitu«'' le   r<'seau    de   la  (]oni[>agnie 
de  I  Ouest  algerieii  et  racbetees  ft  cette  Coin[iagnie,  savoir  : 
Saiide-l>art)e-du Tri'lat  a  Sidi-b(d-Abbes  et  H<is-el-Ma; 
labia  a  TIemcen  : 
La  Senia  ii  Ain-Teinouihent ; 
TIemcen  a  la  front iere  <lu  Marof'  : 
Idida  a  Uerrona^'bia  : 

c)  Li  li^niede  Ht^rrouaL'bia  a  Djelt'a  coiistruitc  par  l'Alg6rie 
el  aiilei'icuremeid  exploilee  pnurle  comple  (Ucetle  derniere 
pai-  la  Compairnis  de  rOue>t  alizerien. 

La  (inin[»a^'nie  de  Paris  a  Lyon  »d  a  la  Medilerrane<'  <(iu- 
'JAiii'  en  oul  le  : 

1"  A  accepter  raffermatzi' de^Tigne.- de  lb  iii-Saf  ^  TIemcen 
el  do  Tenes  k  Orleansville  aclmllenieid  en  construction  (d 
des  lignes  se  soudani  a  son  resean  ipii  y  seraieut  nlterieu- 
renieiil  rattaclieo  : 

2"  A  exploiter  lesdi^es  lignes  dans  les  condition^  prevues 
par  la  preseid(*  (jMivention 

Am  23.  —  l/alterma;je  do  liLMie>  <inimeree^  a  Particle 
pivcj'dent  csl  doune  a  la  (InmpaLrnie  de  Paris  a  Lvon  et  a  la 
M«Mli|riTan<''(*  ju<(prau  ;{l  d<M'rudire  19;)S.  II  iie  p(Mirra  fitre 
r«''^ilit'\  du  tali  de'  la  (junpaL'uie  de  Pai  is  n  Lyoa  et  a  la  Medi- 
teiranee  (ju'en  ca^  de  i-achal  de  >{>i\  re>eau  metnqxditain,  et. 


du  fait  de  PAI^erie,  quapres  uii  delai  de  dix  aus  a  daler  du 
1* '  Janvier  1922,  et  inoyi'imant  un  i)r(l*avis  dun  an,  sauf  tou- 
tefois  le  cas  [irevu  a  rarli(de  2''». 

Mais  alors  on  comprciid  iiial  ([iie  ll^lal  algerieii^ 
(|ui  n^coil  li'  r^scaii  Est,  g;anl(\  (mi  plus,  h^s  li^iit»sV 
d'Oran  a  Arzew  l^oloinlj-Hccliar'  id  einhiaiiche- 
iiieiils  el  cidle  de  Mostagaiiein  fiTiarot.  On  donm' 
ainsi  a  TElal  rexploilalicni  d'uii  ivsentide  !)()<S  kilo- 
iiielres,  sans  lien  tineaii  avec  le  reseau  Ksl.  La 
I'aisoii  tdlej^iiee,  <pie  e(^  soid  \h  des  lignies  a  voie 
(Hi'oile  el  <I'uii  inlerel  [)liis  on  nioins  local,  n'esl 
nnllciuenldeeisive.  La  lig:iie  deHlidaa  Djell'a,  iiiise 
dans  le  lot  du  1V-L.-.\L,  ii'est-elle  pas,  elle  aussi, 
a  voie  elroilef  el  peuLoii  soidenii*  sei-ienseinenl 
(pielle  est  seide  (rinh'rel  general:^ 


Le    double    reseati,    eonslilne   eoniine    il    vumiI 
d'tMre  dil,  (*sl  soinais  a  ini  reg:iine  (pii  suit  d'aussi 
pres  (|ue  possible  ct^iui  i|ui  a  ete    mis  en  vigueur 
en   l!)21  pour  les   chmnins  de   fer  frnneais.   La  loi 
portant  tt|)[)r()l>ation   de    la   (AJfiNcntion  re[)n)dnit 
lexUiellenieid  les  arliclc^s   tie  la  loi  du  2H  orlobre 
1921,   sur    les    nialiei'es    ri-apres   :    repceseiitnlion 
du  personnel  au  Conseil   superieur.    ahonnenients 
de  lra\ail,  r(Mlneli(>n  des  larifs  en  lavein*  des  niili- 
laires  ivfonnes,    |)(M*inis  an.\   partMds   des    siJdnIs 
inoiis  j)our   la   l\drie.    eoiileslalions  i»idre  les   re- 
seaux  (^l  leur   [)eisonneL    rehades  du    personnt^l. 
-Nr'annioins.    le   regime    inc'dropolitain   n'a  pii  (Mre 
Iranspose  et   rteiidu  t(d  (piel    nu\   eheni  ns  de  ler 
al;zeriens.  II  a  fallu  apporlei'  aux  deux    ordres  de 
dispositions  essenlielles   :    les  unes  eoneernanl   le 
rr'g^ime  j)r()|U'e  a  chaeun  des  reseatix.  les    aulres 
inleressanl  la  eoonlinati<Mi  a(lndnisti"Ui>  (^  el  finan- 
cieie  a  t'ealiser  enli'e  eu\,  les  niodiricalions  iiidis- 
pensables  poiii' adaptei'  le   regime  aux  conditions 
[)articulierrs,   administrali\  es  (d   (Vnimmiijties  de 
TAltzeric*. 

Le  seeteiu'  Ksl  passani  tout  eiituM'dans  IVxj>loi- 
lati(m  des  ehennns  de  fei  algerieiis  de  ri\laL  la 
convention  {art.  2(^)  slipide  le  radial  de  la  ligiie 
PhilippCN  ille-Lonslanline,  eoneedee  au  IV-L.-M. 
Ouaid  aux  anei(Min(*s  lignes  de  rOm^sl-Algri  if^i  ijui 
allaienl  [)asser  an  IV-L.-M.  avec  le  serleui*  Oiiest. 
il  semblail  normal  de  Irur  I'aire  sui\r'e  le  sort  de 
la  ligne  Alger-Oran,  (''(^st-a-dire  {\r  les  concedrr 
a  la  i'ompagnie  exploilante.  Lr  iTf^st  poiirlanl  |)as 
pai'  voie  de  concession  <pi"on  a  pnH-f'di'.  An  11(^1 
d\Mre  rcnif^drrs^  les  lignes  de  rOiiesl-\lg(''rien  soul 
(iffrn)ir('s  au  IV-L.-M.  Li'  ciuiranl  d"o[)inion  rpn. 
dans  la  metropole,  si^  prononrail  (»n  l"a\eur  do 
raffennage  des  cbeminsde  IVi\  el  le  faisail  en\  isa- 
ger,  au  (b'bnt  fie  ll>2l.cnnime  le  regime  souhai- 
table  |)OUi'  les  reseanx  de  V\\\[\\  et  do  TAIsace- 
LorraiiH^,  a  IVanrlii  la  .Mt'diterfam'M^  id  fait  sentir 
sa  puissance  jus(]u*en  AluM'iie  \\\  connne  on  nou- 
lail  unifier  le  regime  de  loides  les  lignes  du  nou- 
veau  reseau  algerien  P.-L.-.M..  la  convention 
rachete  aussi  la  ligne  Alger-ilran  donl  IVxploita- 
tio!]  va  Ini  etre  mainteime  mais  a  litre  de  fermier, 
cette  fois. 

Ai  1(^  principe  ni  les  clatises  dc  ce  double  raehal 
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HP  souifevenl  (r()l)j(M'lioii.  L'oponition  conslitiie 
uiie  H(|nidnli()n  ()|)i)()i(uii(\  C'esl,  eu  rralile  uii 
conconlal  amiahle  qui  est  acconle  au  P.-L.-xM.  au 
monienl  on  il  liii  serail  impossible  do  continuer 
rex[)loilatioii.  Mais  est-ce  bieri  vi\  (|ualile  de  fer- 
niier  que  la  Coinpa^nie  ex{)loilera  desoiiiiais  sou 
ancitunie  lif^ne  dWIf^er-Oran,  les  aiicieiines  li|j:nrs 
de  rOuesl-Algcricn  el  celles  de  lieiTOua;^[iia  el 
Djelfa/  Qui  dil  «  afl'ei'inaj2:e  »  dit  cunlral  par  lequei 
un  pro|>riolair(^>  abandon ue  a  qnel(pi'un.  inoyen- 
nanl  iirie  wwic  ou  un  loyer,  la  jouissance  de  son 
bien.  Or,  il  nest  uulle  pari  question,  dans  les 
arti(^les  li  a  1!).  <pii  I'orment  b^s  dispositions 
fiiiancieres  i\r  la  (•onNeiition.  de  lover  ou  de  fer- 
mage.  On  y  trouve  seulunent  un  regime  d'exploi- 
talion  6ti*oilenient  inspire  d(^  la  legie  inlcressee 
instanree  par  la  convention  de  l!i21  i)onr  l(*s 
reseaux  melro[)olilains.  Si  don(^  on  va  au  fond 
(les  choses,  on  voil  que  le  reseau  est  dorine  eii 
(jh'dnce  h  la  (]om[)agnie,  c'esl-a-dii'e  (^xploite  par 
elle  pour  le  ('onq)te  de  I'Algerie. 

C(*lte  ex|)loitalion  est  assuree  par  la  citation 
dun  Couiite  dc  dirrr/ion  forme  d(*s  direeleurs  des 
diHix  reseaux  el  d(*  deux  de  b'urs  collaboraleurs  — 
el  d'nn  Consri/  sffprrirnr  qui  reunil  les  menibn^s 
d(*  (M'  Oonseil  de  dii'CM'tion  a  des  represeidants  dii 
])ersonn(d  el  des  iidei-els  generimx.  Le  (louver- 
nein*  general  n^rpit  les  ponvoirs  de\olus  dans  la 
Meli'()])()le  au  minislit^  des  Tiavaux  publics,  sauf 
consultation  necessaire  des  Assemblees  algerieimes 
en  cc  cpii  conrer*ne  les  majorations  g(^n6rales  (b* 
lai'ifs.  II  lire  eid'in  de  larlielt*  10  de  la  converdion 
le  droit  de  r(Hpierir  el  de  prescrii'e  rabaisscuKMit 
des  tarifs  speciaux  dont  le  taux  lui  paraitrait  eon- 
traire  aux  inten'^ts  de  I'AIgeiie. 

Kinancieremenl,  les  deux  reseaux  se  lrouv(*nt 
reunis  en  un  ronsoMiuin.  Un  fonds  eonnmm  les 
rcMid  solidaircs,  (|ui  doit,  (m  principe.  <Mre  1(mui  a 
nivi»au  par  le  jeu  des  larifs.  L(»  relevem(*nl  des 
t('n'ifs  (lev rail  done  s'(»ffertuer  aidomali(piem(Md 
s  il  V  a  iiisuffisance  de  i'(M'etl(»s  :  mais  ou  a  \n  (jue 
b^s  assemblei^s  alg(''rienues  r(*stent  niailn^sses  de 
c'(*s  ndt'Nements  el  il  poiu'i'a  arrivcr,  si  (^lles  ne 
donneid  [)as  leur  approbation,  (pn*  Ic  budget  alg('*- 
ri(Mi  soil  a[)pel(''  a  ('ond)ler  ec*  diH^ieil.  (Test  pom*- 
rpioi  ra-rlirle  W  de  la  Tonx  (Mdioii  dispone  (jn'en 
(as  de  besoin.  des  a\an(n*s  siM'onl  faite^  au  fonds 
«:oniaiun  par  I  .\lg(''ri(^ 

L  AlgiM'ie  se  resseiitira  loii;-:hMnps  encoi'e  des 
ineertitiides  j|ui  out  piesi(l('*  a  lorganisi'ilion  de  ses 
cbemins  de  U'v.  Mais  le  nouv(vni  n'^giniv  mai-(|u«» 
|U)ur  elle  un  indeniable  progres.  Le  «  i'(»groupe- 
lUfMit  »  adopti''  est  «»vid(Mnmenl  favorabb^  a  one 
bonne  (exploitation.  An  point  dc  vm^  Tinancier,  il 
repn^seide  un(*  o[>('*ration  de  li(piidation  acce|)tabb\ 
donnani  h  b Algeric.  iwvr  le  mininnnn  (b'  ris(|ues. 
le  maxinmm  (bavantages. 

En  ce  (pii  concerne  la  >b'dropolc,  nous  nt)us  con- 
tenterons   de    rnpp(dcr   le  confbt  (jiii    s'(^st    eb^r* 
entrc   le  Uiouverncnienl  g«Mn''ral  de   I'Algn'M'ie  t^t  le^ 
ministi'M-e  dvs  Finances,  a  l«'i  suite  dc  la  pret(*ntioii. 
('devee    par    c(^lui-ci.    de    suppi'imer   [)urcmenl    (d 


simpb^nenl  la  subvention  forfaitaire  stipubie  au 
|)rofit  de  TAlgcMMc  |)ar  les  U)is  du  2*1  juillel  l!>04  et 
du  3  janvicu*  i!)20.  La  Commission  speciale  cbarg6e 
d(^  lranch(T  b^  conflit  a  maintenu  rengagement  de 
la  M(Mi'opol43,  mais  la  conli'il)ulion  de  TAIgerie  aux 
d('q)enses  mililaires  a  ele  augmeidee  pour  1923, 
et  declaree  susceptil)le  i\r  progressio?i  ulteri(Mn'e. 
D'aulre  part,  les  articles  12  et  13  de  la  loi  du 
11  aeeeml)re  11)12  out  pose  le  principe  (pie  les 
versements  opf^res  par  la  Metro[)ole,  en  vertu  des 
lois  de  1!)0i  et  1!)20,  \\r  [)ouifont  jamais  dexenir 
pour  TAlgerie  une  occasion  de  Ix'^nefices  par  le 
fait  (pi'ils  s(^  IrouveraicMd  excedei'  les  charg(es 
incombant  ri  la  colonic   pour  ses  cluMuins  de  ivr. 

Lignes  de  chemins  de  fer  d6clar6es  d'uti- 
1116    publique.    —    La    cons! ruction    des    lignes  - 
dc  chemins  de  fer  ci-aj)r(^s  a  (M('^  d(''claree  d'ulilili^ 
publi(}ue  : 

IVy/V  nfJDNdfr  :  Ligne  dWlfrevillc  a  Amourab, 
par  ouL^urf^s  Ain  SuM'm;. 

\  oles  Ui'.  1  m.  115:').  —  Ligne  de  Beriouagbia  a 
ATn-l{essen>,  [)ar  ou  pn^s  Souk-el-Kr(Mnis,  Souk- 
el-'renin  et  Uir-llabalou. 

Ligne  d'Alger  a  lilida,  (b^slinee  a  donner  a  la 
ligne  a  voie  (^li'oite  dc  Ulida  a  l)jelfa(a\ec  prolon- 
gement  fiiliu',  sur  LagboFud  (d  embrancluMuent  de 
Hcrrouagbia  a  ATndicssem  el  de  Hoghari  a  Tiinnc- 
Ict)  un  acces  diiecl  (d  indtqxMidanI  au  port  d' Al- 
ger. 

(]es  Irois  lignes  scroul  iciUa(diecs  au  rcscan 
affcrnn''  a  la  (]ompagni(*  P.-L.-M.  (d  (\\])loil(M's 
dans  les  nn'^nu's  conditions  i\\w  ce  r('»s(^(m.  L'Al- 
gt^'ric  pouiA'oira  a  leur  conslruclion,  tiud  sui'  ses 
ressourc(*s  oi'diiiaires  (pi'au  moyen  de  biMnpiunl 
(piddle  a  (d(''  aulorisfM^  a  conlraclcr  par  la  loi  du 
23  juilbt   1!)JI. 

Dt'pffrtentruf  tl  (h'un. 

Votes  (h'  1  tii.  O'h").  —  Ligne  (4e  Donibasic  a 
Fr(Mida.  Ligne  de  Frcnda  i\  Tiarcl.  Ligne  de  Sidi- 
Hcl-Abb('s  a  Saida  [)ar  on  pn's  Sully,  Houlin. 
'Icidra  (d  hcilbelot . 

Ligne  (\r  Saida  a  Mai'liinprcy  par  ou  \)vrs  b'> 
llas>asnas.  Tircine  td  \V\i  IbaiiLia. 

Ligne  de  Moslaganciu  a  I  llillil  cl  a  Hcli/ane  par 
on  pres  Aboidvii'ct  lionguiral. 

0(*s  cin(|  lignes  seront  rattacb»'*es  au  i('^seau  ora- 
nai>  des  (dicmins  (b^  fer  algiM'iuMis  de  rt3at  (d 
(*\ploit(H^s  dans  b*s  nu^uic<  conditions  (|uc  ce 
lesivan.  L'Algei'ie  pourxoira  a  leur  construction, 
lani  sur  ses  rcss(iurces  oi'dinaires  qu'au  moyen 
(le  rcmprunl  (pi'elh*  a  eb''  aub>risee  h  conlracter 
par  la  loi  du  23  juillel   1921. 

prthfr/cniru/  df  (Onstcuitinr. 

\fHr  nnnnfilr.  —  Ligne  de  Flordj-txni- \rr(Tidj 
an  gis(Mncnl  de  |)bosi)baLes  du  Djebel-Maadid. 

Ligne  dc   Hainan  Khencbeia. 

\'()ir  riraitr.  —  Ligne  de  Mila  a  Fcdj-M/ala  par 
on  pres  Kedjas  (d  Tiberguenf. 

(les  trois    li«:ne^  ^onl   rat(acb(''es  au   ri'seau  des 
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cheinins  de  fer  de  rKlal  el  exploit6es  dans  les 
iik'^iih^s  condilious  que  ce  r6seau.  L'AIgerie  pour- 
voira  a  leur  couslructioii  tuiil  sur  ses  ressources 
ordinain^s  (ju'aii  inoyeii  de  rempmut  (ju'elle  a  616 
autorisee  h  coulracler  par  la  loi  du  23  juiliel  1921. 
TouLefois  elle  pourra  auloriser  I'adjudicalaire  du 
gisement  d(^s  phospliates  du  Djebel-Mivadid  h 
pouiNoir  a  ses  fniis  a  la  conslrucllon  de  la  pre- 
mi^^e  ligiie  en  se  conforniaut  aux  projels  approu- 
v6s  par  le  <]ouverneur  general  de  I'Algerie. 

C/ionin  de  fer  de  Jiiskra  a  Toiiyyourf .  — 
Sont  incorpor6s  dans  le  reseau  general  de  I'Al- 
gerie  la  ligiie  de  chemiu  de  fer  de  Biskra  a  Toug- 
gourl  et  renibraiicheinent  (rOuaiache  h  Tolga.  Ces 
deux  lignes  seront  rallach6es  au  reseau  des  rhe- 
iiiiiis  de  fer  algeriens  de  TElat  et  exploil6es  dans 
les  mfiiiies  condiLions  (jue  ledil  reseau. 


Une  visile  de  d^l^gu^s  commerciaux 
am6ricains.  —  La  Chambre  de  Commerce  dWl- 
ger  a  re^u  le  22  fevrier  les  del6gues  araerirains 
(les  Chambres  de  Coninierce  des  Etats-lJnis  ariives 
par  le  pacpiebol  Caronia.  M.  Sleeg,  gouverneur 
general,  assistait  a  la  reception. 

M.  Hillard,  president  de  la  Chambre  de  Com- 
merce dWlger,  a  souhaile  la  bieuvenue  aux  dele- 
gucs  am^ricains  el  a  exprime  le  v(eu  rpie  le  Con- 
gres  international  de  liome,  auipiel  ils  se  rendent, 
provocpie  des  ri'sulLiits  favonil)les  au  developpe- 
inent  du  commerce  mondial. 

M.  Harnes,  president  de  la  delegation  americ^iine, 
a  remerci6  les  assistants  de  la  manifestation  de 
sympathie  dont  la  delegation  am6ricaine  etait 
Tobjet,  puis  it  a  fait  T^loge  (b^  roxpansion  com- 
mercial!* de  TAlgerie  et  du  genie  colonisaleur  de 
la  France. 

M.  Stec^g,  prenanl  la  parole,  a  rappele  I'aide 
americ^ine  h  la  France  pendant  la  guerre.  11  a 
ajoule  qu'a  (I6faut  d*aide  malerielle,  la  France 
conservera  loujours  des  Elats-l^nis  ([utdcjue  chose 
(le  plus  pr6cieux  :  la  sympathie  d(»  la  grande 
llepubliquc*  americaint\ 

• 

Un  projet  de  timbre  algdrien.  —  Dans  la 
seance  du  7  fevrier,  M.  Hillard.  president,  a  [»ro- 
|)()se  a  la  Chaiubre  de  (^ommiTce  d'Alger  de  se 
I'allier  au  vnui  foi-mub'  par  le  Syndicnt  (\)mnier- 
cial  en  faveur  de  la  cn'vilion  (run  timbre  algerien. 
Voici  les  arguments  pr('*seates  en  favcmr  de  cette 
crCNition  : 

pHr  (lrli[)fM*ation  dii  23  Janvier  (ItTiiitT  ct  sur  rapport  pn'»- 
^iMile  pjir  M  Poiiliilion,  son  secn'tairt'  genr*i*al,  \v  Syndicat 
rommercial  al^'rrioii  reprenant  un  v(pii  lorinuh' en  juin  100*2 
par  la  section  des  non-rolons  des  drlrpations  financieres, 
rappel<5  en  191'^  par  la  nienie  section  (s^inre  <1iJ  16  naai), 
repris  par  le  (lonseil  snperieur  (session  de  jiiinj  et  finale- 
menl  rejete  par  le  niinistre  des  Postes  et  Telegrapher  de 
r^poqne,  nialgre  les  efforts  dii  (lonvernement  g(^n(M*ai  pour 
le  faire  aboiitir,  insisle  h  nonveau  pour  que  soil  rree  un 
timbre  sp<^cial  pour  TAlgerie. 
A  Tobjectioii  presentee  par  la  metropole  en  1912  : 
«  II  |>arait  inopportun  d  envisagrr  la  erc^'ation  d'lin  timbre 
spc^cinl  h  rAl^n'»rie  an  moment  on  les  Admiiiislrations  postales 


(les  divers  paysse  pr^oeeupent  de  fournir  au  public  le  mo}(»n 
d'affranchir  k  Tavunce,  dans  les  relations  internationales,  la 
reponse  h  une  couimunieation  sous  pli  ferme  r>. 

Le  rapporteur  fait  remarquer  tres  justeineiit  que  Ton  a 
bien  institue  un  coupon-n^ponse  international,  afin  de  per- 
mettre  a  ceux  (jui  re^oivent  une  correspondance  de  I'^tran- 
ger  d'y  donner  suite  en  affrancbissant  leurs  lettres  avec  un 
timbn' qui  leur  est  d^livre  sur  la  production  de  ce  coupon, 
inais  que  cette  innovation  n*a  que  des  rapports  tr^s  61oigii6s 
avec  le  timbre-posle  international.  Nous  ajoaterons  qua 
rheure  ou  nous  ecrivons,  d*ailleurs,  e'est-^-dire  onze  ans 
npr^s  la  reponse  minis terielle,  ce  timbre  n'est  pas  cr6^  et  ne 
paralt  pas  devoir  I'ctre  bient6t.  Au  contraire,  si  nous  feuii- 
letons  les  collections  les  plus  r^cciiites  des  philatelisles,  nous 
eonstatons  que  de  plus  en  plus,  chaque  pays,  si  petit  soit-il, 
a  son  timbre,  qu'il  soil  ind^pendant,  colonie,  ou  qu'il'  soit 
pays  de  proteclorat;  (ju'il  s'agisse  des  possessions  frau^aises 
ou  anglaises,  de  la  Guadoupe,  de  la  Martinique,  de  Mada- 
gascar, de  I'Australie,  de  la  Nouvelle-Z61ande,  de  TEgypte, 
voire  oieme  de  Tabago  qui  n'a  que  295  kilometres  carres  et 
20.000  habitants.  Seule  de  tous  les  pays  du  moode,  I'Alg^rie 
n*a  pas  son  timbre,  bien  quelle  ail  recj  de  particulier  qu'elle 
est  considered  commt;  un  office  postal  etranger  et  qu'^  ee 
titre  elle  a  particip^  au  0)ngres  de  TUnlon  postale  qui  s'est 
tenu  a  Madrid  en  1^20. 

En  dehors  de  cet  argument  non  negligeable  ipie  rexisteiice 
d'un  timbre  alg^rien  creei-a  un  mouvement  considerable  de 
vente  pour  les  philatelistes,  il  en  est  un,  celui  de  propa- 
gande  et  de  publicity  au  point  de  vue  touristique.  qui  h  lui 
seul  milite  en  faveur  de  la  realisation  dune  vignette  d'uae 
facture  essentiellement  alg^rienne,  vignette  qui,  dc^celant 
Tattrait  d'un  pays  priviJ6gie  du  soleil.  irait  <lans  tous  les 
coins  du  monde  faire  naitre  chez  les  touristes  le  d^sir  de  le 
parcourir,  de  jouir  de  ses  sites  et  de  son  cliinat. 

Ainsi  serait  efficaceraent  secondee  et  soutenue  en  per- 
manence  Taction  de  nossvndieals  d'initiative,  en  faveur  de 
I'industrie  touristique  qui,  pour  I'Algerie.  est  une  question 
economique  de  premier  plan. 

Enfin  au  point  de  vue  purement  commercial,  il  ne  serait 
pas  indifferent  que  le  timbre  alg^rien  atlire  la  pens^e, 
medae  fugitive,  de  certains  commer^ants  el  rangers,  qui 
^eut-otre  ignorent  notre  colonie,  et  provoijue  chez  eux  le 
dt^air  de  connaitre  nos  ressources  et  n(»s  besoins 

l^  demande  que  nous  formulons  doit  etre  non  pas  consi- 
d^r6e  comme  une  manifestation  de  s^paratisnie,  mais  bien 
reconnue  eomme  ^Umtdict^e  parte  souci  de  contril)uer  a  atli- 
rer,  pour  le  plus  grand  bien  de  la  metropole.  I'attention  du 
monde  sur  une  de  ses  plus  belles,  de  ses  plus  riches  et  de  ses 
plus  fideles  colonies. 

La  Chambre  de  (^onunerce  a  a{)|)r(Mive  la  pro- 
position de  son  president  et  decide  ipie  la  question 
sera  portee  h  Tordi'e  du  jour  de  la  prochaine  as- 
seml)l(3e  des  presidents  des  Chctmbri^s  de  Com- 
merce de  I'Algerie.  I)e[)uis,  les  syndicats  commer- 
ciaux  et  industriels  d'Onm  et  de  (ionstantine  out 
declare  se  rallier  aux  conclusions  du  rapport  du 
Syadicat  conmiercial  algerien.  La  creation  du 
timbres  est  done  reclauKM'  par  runciriimite  des 
syndicats  commerciaux  de  la  colonie. 

Loi  IS    MllLlOT. 


Le  retour  de  la  mission  Citroen. 


La 


liaNerst'^e   du    Sahara    par  les  auloH'henilles    sesi 
bien  ])assee  au  retoiu*  comme  a  lallrr. 

La  mission  Ham*dt  Audouin-Dubirnil  rst  repar- 
lie  d(*  Hon  rem  le  10  fr^vrier,  a  ret  ra  verse  h^  Ta- 
ru^zroiift  en  trois  etaj^es  el  est  airivet'  !(»  20  fe- 
vrier h  In  Salah  apres  avoir  rencontre  dans  Ic 
Mouydir  M.  Andre  Citroen,  le  gent'ral  l^slieime  et 
y\  Kegresse  et  apres  rlre  allee  saluer  a  Taman- 
rasset  les  t()nd)es  du  Pere  de  Foucauld  (*t   du  ge- 
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n6ral  Laperrinc.  La  mission  a  (Ho  nvue  [)ar  le 
coiniiiaiidaiil  Dudos,  coiiiiimndaiil  du  Terriloire 
dvs  Oasis  Saharu^nnes,  et  elle  est  renlree  a  Al^er, 
puis  en  France  oii  elle  a  ^X6  paiioul  Tobjet  d  une 
clialeu reuse  reci^ption. 


TUNISIE 


Tunisie  et  Maroci.  —  Uepondaiil  a  la  leltre 
aulo«i:raplie  du  Sullau  du  Mamc  qui  accoinpagnail 
la  remise  de  la  grand  croix  du  Ouissam  AlaouUe, 
le  Bey  de  Tunis  a  adresso  an  Sultan  la  letlre  sui- 
vante  : 

Au  Souveraiii  ('inineiil  (|ui,  iorteresso  inexpugnable,  nous 
eclaire  par  la  splendeiir  de  sa  frlicitr  et  doni  Taniour,  ainsi 
(jue  celui  de  pes  Aneetres,  nmis  est  nn  nioyeii  de  plaire  a 
Dieu,  au  Descendant  des  ;^dori<.^ux  Sultiiiis,  au  plus  ma^Mii- 
fique  des  lllustres  Monarquej^,  a  celui  donl  Jes  verlus  sonl 
innoiiibraliles  et  indescriptilJes,  a  Sa  Majesle  le  Sullaii  du 
Maroc,  le  Pere  des  Bienfaits,  Moulay  Youssef  (puisse-t-il  n(» 
cesser  d'etn*  victorieux,  puisscint  et  fortune  et  \  ivie  jusqu  a 
uu  A'ie  avau4'e!) 

Apres  une  salutation  qui  nt'  le  cede  en  rien  au  parfum  du 
muse,  Nous  Vous  faisons  savoir  que  Nous  avons  re^u  Votre 
iiol)le  leltre  et  ra«^reable  discours  qu'eUe  contenait,  par 
renlremise  de  celui  (jui  est  TGIIle  et  le  plus  considerable  de 
ses  conipagnons,  h*  Chef  du  PiX)locole  de  Votre  Majeste.  Si 
Abdelkader  ben  (llial)rit.  Par  cette  letlre,  Vous  ave/  bien 
voulu  Nous  feliciler  de  Notre  accession  au  tr6ne  de  Nos 
nobles  Aneetres  les  glorieux  (leiieraux,  et  Nous  lionorer  du 
Ouissam  Alaouite  incruste  de-  pierreries. 

Nous  Tavons  re(;u  avec  toiile  la  reconnaissance  qui  Vous 
est  due  et  en  Vous  soubailant  ^loire  el  vietoire. 

Nous  en  avons  coneu  une  ^lande  joie,  vu  raltaeliement, 
fait  de  confiance  et  d'affeetinii,  que  Nous  avons  pour  Votre 
illustre  Dynastie  Propbetiquiv 

Nous  prions  Dieu  de  prolonger  Voire  felicite  dnns  la 
gloire  et  de  rendre  plus  fr^quciiles  Nos  relntions  grace  a  la 
glorieuse  France  qui  resserrt'  les  liens  amicaux  unissanl 
Nos  deux  dynasties  et  les  rend  de  jour  en  jour  plus  intimes. 

Puissiez-Vous  durer  ainsi  tine  Votre  gloire,  h  travers  les 
jours  et  les  nuits  ! 

Mohammed  Ei  Habih  est  un  letlre  et  uu  arlishv 
11  a  joint  a  rette  leltre  officielle  d6\ii  fort  t)i(Mi 
fleurie  le^poeme  suivaiil  donl  il  a  cVrit  les  pa- 
roles et  la  musifjue  ; 

IIVMNK  raPKHIAL 

11  s'est  leve  le  soleil  de  ta  iiiagnificenee, 

11  remplit  Tunivers  de  son  <'clat. 

Son  apparition  met  le  conil^le  a  nos  vcpux. 
•    C'est  le  soleil  de  notre  Seignour  hien  aiine. 

A  la  superiority^  manifesle, 

Le  soleil  du  desc^n4lant  du  Propbele 

(quelle  plus  belle  genealogi^f) 

Du  fils  de  Moulay  Hassen  dr  glorieuse  memoire. 

De  combien  de  bi(Mifalts  nous  lui  sommes  redevnbles  I 

Leur  eclat  surpasse  celui  (Us  perles ! 

Seigneur  Dieu,  conserve  la  vie  de  Voueef  sur  le  tn^ne 
niaroeaiu  et  celle  de  ses  nobles  fils,  dans  leurs  bautes* 
d  ignites! 

L(^  uouveau  Hey  vienJra  cet  (^te  h  Paris  rendn* 
a  M.  Millerand  la  visile  ([u'il  a  re<;ue  de  lui  Tan 
dernier  :  il  conviiuidra  di*  lui  |)resenter  nos  ecri- 
vains  et  nos  arlisD^s. 


TOGO 


Le  budget  de  1923.  —  Le  budget  do  1923 
se  nionle  en  recelles  et  en  depenses  j\  »).854.000. 
,Si  Ton  diMuit  de  ce  chiffrc  la  somnie  de  40U.0t)O 
pr('dev6e  sur  la  caisse  de  reserve  pour  faire  face 
a  racliat  crimmeubles  secjuestres  et  a  la  refection 
du  wharf  de  Lome,  le  niontant  du  budget  ordi- 
naire est  de  5.454.000  en  augmentation  de 
1.825.000  sur  le  budget  de  1022,  s'^levant  h 
3.029.000. 

Les  directives  qui  out  preside  a  relaboration 
de  ce  budget  et  ses  caracteristiques  princMpales 
sont  les  suivantes  : 

1°  La  pluparl  des  recelles  out  6te  jusipiVi  ce 
jour  percues  en  argent  anglais.  11  ne  pouvait  ^tre 
ipiestion  d'operer  le  simple  reajijstement  des  taxes 
pour  les  transformer  en  argent  francais,  mesure 
([ui  eiit  depasse  les  capacites  du  pays.  11  a  done 
fallu  proceder  a  la  refonte  des  taxes,  impols  rcde- 
vances  et  larifs  de  toule  natiu'e,  en  tenant  compte 
tant  de  la  capacil6  contril)ulive  de  Tiudigene  et 
des  conditions  econonii(jues  de  Thcure,  que  des 
taxes,  impels,  redevances  et  tarifs  en  vigueur  en 
Afri(|ue  Occideutale  Francaise  el  en  [)articulier  au 
Dahomey. 

2"  Les  depenses  de  materiel,  bien  que  prcvucs 
en  1922  en  Jraiics  ont  dii  (Mre  niajorees,  cardans 
leur  calcul  en  1922,  il  a  ete  lean  compte  du  paie- 
menl  en  livres  fit  25  francs,  d'oii  une  forte  eco- 
nomic. 

3""  Les  dei)enses  de  personnel  ont  ete  niajorees 
d'indemniles  de  chert6  de  vie  donl  rattribulion 
au  personnel  europeen  el  indigt^ue  se  justifie  par 
suite  du  rencherissement  de  la  vie  conseculif  a  la 
reforme  monetaire. 

4"*  Afin  de  i)ouvoir  se  mouvoir  librement  dans 
rexecuUon  du  budget  et  ne  pas  s'exposer  a  des 
deconvenues,  les  recelles  out  616  prevues  trfes 
nioderees.  tandis  (|ue  les  cha|ntres  de  depenses  ont 
ele  largement  pourvus.  Kt  c'est  ainsi  que  Texcti- 
dent  h  verser  en  fin  d'exercice  sei\a  represcMile 
non  plus  par  Tcxcedenl  des  recelles  sur  les  d6- 
penses,  mais  bien  par  rexcedent  des  recelles  re- 
couvr^es  sur  les  recelles  prevues,  les  depenses 
el  ant  considerees  comme  eidieremeid  effectuees. 
11  arrive  en  effet  trop  souvent  que  les  depenses 
effectu6es  soient  moindres  (jue  les  depenses  j)re- 
\ues,  non  pas  du  fait  de  la  diminution  du  prix 
de  ivvienl  des  materiaux,  mais  bien  du  fait  ([ue 
le  personnel  necessaire  a  fail  defaut  on  (jue  les 
tiavaux  prevus  n'ont  pas  ete  (^xecutes. 

5'  Les  depenses  d'adniinistralion  propreUK^nt 
dites  repr^sentent  50  %  du  l)udget  total,  les  de- 
penses d>xploilalio!is  industiielles,  dinteriH  6co- 
nomique  et  social  50  %,  tandis  (juVn  1922,  les 
premit^res  repr^sentent  65  %,  les  secondes  35  %  ; 
d'ou  un  progrfes  nohible 

G**  Ia's  sommes  rccouvrt^es  directement  sur  fin- 
(iujhic  s'elevenl  u  i.ftOO.OifO  francs  un  pru  plus 
du  sixihne  du  budget  total.  Or,  les  depenses  d'in- 
leriH  social  et  le  chapitre  XI  «  Travaux  publics  », 
puis(ia'(^nlieremenl  c<)nsacn'*s  (uix  indig*'*ues  altei- 
gnent  *h    eux  seuls  pr^s  de   2  millions,  soil   en- 
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viroii  fJOO.OUO  francs  rii  plus  di*  lar^zeiil  pcnvu  au  ' 
Lilrc^  (li^  l'iiii[>()l.  II  (^sl  <lt)iic  peiiiiis  (raffiriiier  (jue 
r<)ii    rend,  et  an-<lt'la.  a  raulocliloiie  largeiil  ([ui 
liii  est  d(mian(lr  au  litre  du  l'im|><M. 


L'impdt  personnel.  —  1/inipot  travail,  reli- 
(pial  de  radiiiiniistratiop  alleniaiide,  6tail  en  con- 
hadiclion  foncirre  avec  nos  institutions.  Purenicnt 
lisrai,  souvcnt  pen  liuiiiain  dans  sos  applications, 
il  nc  visail  qua  i'exploilalion  inlensiv(»  du  [)ays  au 
[)rot'it  du  doininat(Hir,  sans  tenir  compte  de  Tin- 
lrr(H  et  du  bien-etre  de  lindij^ene.  Mais  en  eta- 
l)lissanl  l'ini[)ot  piMsoniiel  au  Togo,  les  questions 
suivant(^s  s(^  posaient  :  Ouel  lai'if  d(^  base  adopter, 
elantdoiuie  l(*s  fluclualions  du  rours  de  la  livre? 
Y  a-t-il  I'u'u  de  maintenir  Taneien  taux  de  7  fr.  HO, 
ou  vv.  taux  doit-il  (^tre  porte  h  10  fianrs,  soit  un 
iionihn*  de  schillin;j.s  variable  suivant  le  coui'jj  de 
la  livre;  Kn  outre,  au  Togo,  la  population  n>st 
pas  liomogene.  Ell(^  se  compose  de  deux  elements 
dislinrts,  d\in  cC)\(%  dans  les  regions  eoliferes 
piMneii)aleuient.  une  iniportanle  pioporlion  d'^le- 
nuMds  6volues,  de  Tauti'e  dans  rintei'ieur,  des 
[)eu[)lades  frustes  et  S( invent  arrier(^es.  II  eonvieiit 
<rajouler  que  le  sysi^iiie  de  I'impot  personnel  a 
loujours  eu  sur  la  situjition  eeonomicjue  la  plus 
heuri'us(*  influc^nce  en  incitant  les  indigi^nes  a  tra- 
vailh^r  el  h  tirer  parti  des  ressources  locales. 

La  laxe  })ersonnelle  est  due  par  tout  m Ale  adoles- 
eenl  ou  adulle  (^^ipable  de  Iravailler.  Kile  conqirend 
(•in(|  laux  dirt'rnMds  con^espondant  h  einq  catego- 
ries differiMites  d(^  conlribuables.  La  premiere 
calegorie  conq)orte  un  larif  de  base*  aucpu^l  sont 
assuji^ltis  l(^s  indigf^nes  possedant  de  faibles  res- 
sources.  Les  aulres  roidril)uat)les  sont  r6parlis 
enti'e  les  qualie  autris  categories  suiNant  leur 
degre  de  fortune.  Cetle  classification  consacre  le 
rang  social  (|ue  certains  indigenes  out  accpiis  au 
milieu  dr  Umiis  scMublnbles  |)ar  leur  labeur,  leur 
contact  avec  li»s  milieux  ciNilises,  l(Mir  fortune. 

Ainsi  les  charges  nouvelles  imi)ose(*s  a  nnt»  ca- 
tegcjrie  d'indigenes  doivent  eipiitablenninl  trouver 
l«»ur  confre-parlie  dans  des  a\  antages  s[)eri;mx  sur 
le  terrain  politiipie.  (]etle  conception  est  a  la  base 
d'ailleurs  de  la  poliliqin*  generale  (pie  le  Commis- 
saire  de  la  Kepubliqu©  s'est  tracee  el  qui  est  d'ap- 
])liquer  aux  individus  parxcnus  fi  un  niveau  de 
beaucoup  superieur  h  relui  de  la  masse  de  leurs 
congf^neres  encore  plonges  dans  la  barharie  une 
legislation  j)lus  perfec  lionnee  et  mieux  adaplee  h 
leur  esprit. 


CAMEROUN 


L'emprunt  du  Gameroun.  —  Le  projet  de 
loi  relalif  A  un  (Mn|)runl  de  25  millions  h  contracter 
par  le  (wimeroun  i)oiii^  le  prolongement  de  la  voie 
f(MTe(^  et  rame^nageinonl  du  ]>ort  de  Douala  a  et^ 
df''|)os^  sui'  le  bureau  des  (Ihambres  par  M.  Albert 
Sai'raul,  miuistre  des  (inlonies.  ((^Iinmhre,  n'  5o31).) 

L'expose  des  motifs  (^t  le  projet  de  loi  ont  6te 
imprimes  el  dislribues  aux   mend)r(»s  de  la  (lorn- 


mission  des  Colonies  qui  a  designe  M.  Albert 
Meunier,  depute  des  Ardennes,  coinme  rappor- 
teur. 

L'expose  des  motifs  justifie  ainsi  h^s  travaux  a    m 
realis(»r  :  " 

I.e  cliciuiii  (le  Ur  du  Centre  pari  dt' Doimla,  dans  la  direc- 
tion de  I'Est  ;  il  dolt  ensiiite  sorieiitrr  pi'o«<i't'5i,siv(Miieiil 
vers  le  Nord  et  t<Midn'  vers  les  provinces  srpltMihioiiales 
qui  c'ordicinu'ul  a  (dlrs  scules  la  inoilir  <!('  la  populalion 
tolalc  du  (^aiucroun.  C'est  (mi  rontouniarit  ainsi  par  le  Sud- 
Est  les  parlies  les  plus  elev^es  et  les  plus  accidenlees  du  pla- 
teau central  du  (^auieiouii  quon  ohtient  rinslruinenl  de 
transport  le  plus  6conorniijue  pour  desservir  la  n'^gion  du 
Tchad;  on  realise  en  nn^uie  lemps  la  voie  de  pen<'^tralion  la 
mieux  plai'^^e  par  rapport  a  renseinlde  des  teiriloires,  eelle 
([u\  engloheni  dans  sa  zone  d'influenee  W  plus  (1(»  gronpe- 
nients  huniains  accessihies  au  progress,  le  plus  de  richesses 
Ial<Mites  natnrelles.  Le  rail  s'arrrtc  uctuidlement  h  180  kilb- 
nii'tres  de  l>oiiala,  en  pleine  foi^^t  equatoiiale  ;  un  i)n)lon- 
gemenL  de  13!i  kilometres  atteindra  Yaounde,  la  nonvelle 
capitate,  au  centre  dunti  province  de  iOO.OOe  habitants 
s'6veillanta  Tactiviti^  (l^conomique  :  un  court  (Mnhranchernent 
de  :i:i  kilometres,  oblenu  en  ulilisant  le  materiel  de  voie 
etroite  ayant  servi  a  la  construction  de  la  voie  principale, 
reliera  cette  <i(»rniei'e  au  Njong  navigahir  et  pcM'inetlra  I'eva- 
cuatiou  des  produils  de  la  region  du  Sud-Est  el  d'EI)()lc)va 
on  on  compte  plus  de  !^r)U.00e  hahitanls.  La  voie  ferrre 
Douala- Yaounde  est  done  appelee  k  jouer,  des  son  Jiclieve- 
meiU,  un  rr^le  important;  il  convient  de  la  terminer  au  plus 
tdt  et  d'att(;ndre  (^nsuite  (ju'elle  ait  commtmce  a  porter  ses 
fruits  pour  entreprendre,  avec  des  ressourees  accrues,  le 
gros  effort  qu'exigera  la  Iraversee  de  la  /one  montagneuse 
et  ingrate  qui  separe  les  provinces  nieridionales  de  eel  les  du 
iNonl. 

Le  port  de  Douala  jouit  d'avantages  ni.durels  [)recieux, 
mais  n'esl  ^eeessible  qu'au  moment  de  la  liaiite  nier  aux 
navires  de  6  metres  de  tirant  d'e.iu  II  possede  un  ajjpontiv 
raent  en  eau  profonde,  mais  les  <l(Vliargements  y  sont  ralen- 
tis  par  la  troji  faihle  longueur  du  front  accostable  tjui  n'a  que 
■M)  metres.  Le  chargement  des  proiluits  (rex|H)rtation  s'ef- 
fectue  commndement  et  avec  celeritc  au  moven  (Us  cbalands 
accostant  par  les  deux  bords  les  navires  inouilles  en  riviere, 
mais  il  n'y  a  ni  inst^illatioujs  commodes  pour  la  mise  en 
chalands,  ni  tei'n»-pleins,  ni  magasins  poui'  rassembler  et 
ahriler  les  marchandises.  Le  projet  dressc  par  lAdmiiiistra- 
lion  locale  prevuit  :  le  dragage  de  la  passe  dCntree  en  vue 
de  permcttre  I'acces  des  la  mi-mart^e;  lextension  a  90  me- 
tr(*s  (In  front  (raccoslage  en  eau  profonde.  la  conslruction  de 
deux  appontemenis  accoslables  h  loute  bciire  par  les  cba- 
lands; enfin,  la  (Creation  de  t(MTe-pleins  et  magasins  a  voies 
ferrees  et  reliecs  aux  a[)poMleinents,  au  chemin  de  fer  du 
(lentre  et  prolongees  le  long  de  la  I'ive  o(*eupee  par  les  eta- 
Idissenn'Uls  eommerciaux  Lamenagernent,  ainsi  concn. 
rrpondrail  an\  bescnns  et  aux  convenances  de  tout  It*  tmfic 
a  prevoir  ;  il  est  (lispose  de  fagon  a  permettre  une  extension 
facile  aussil6t  (pTelle  deviendra  opportune. 

L>nseml)l(^  du  pi'ojet  esl  de  iO  millions.  Pour 
le  moment,  le  Gameroun  iie  deinimde  (juun  em- 
piunl  de  2.J  millions.  Sa  siUiation  finaneiere  le  jus- 
lifi(».  L(*s  Iravaux  seront  laits  selori  les  dis[K)sitions 
de  la  loi  <Iu  2  mars  191!).  relatixi's  h  reUd)lisse- 
jneiit,  la  eoneession  et  I'exploilation  des  voies 
ferrees  eoloniales,  mais,  conjine  il  s'agil  d'un  pavs 
.a  mandat,  le  |)riiicipe  (i'e;.^•^lite  de  Irailemeiit  est 
prevu  pour  la  fournilure  du  materiel  i|ui,  p<mr  les 
colonies,  est  r6s(*rv^(»  |)ar  eette  loi  a  Tindiistrie 
fran(;aise. 

La  maladie  du  sommeiL  —  Bien  (pie  la 
maladie  du  sommeil,  soit  par  honlieur  ties  p(m 
repandueau  Gameroun  on  elle  n'existe  ({ue  dans 
one  region  pen  etendue  et  bien  d^limilee  du 
llaut  Myong,  M.  Garde  a   [iris  des  mesures  extn"^- 
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mement  sArieuscs  en  vue  (Jo  la  lulle  conlre  le  1 
'  floaii  dans  le  but  crdrrivcM*  proniplernenl  h  la 
suppnvssion  du  scul  foyer  ofi  il  alleigiio  les  indi- 
genes. Un  arr(>te  du  M)  Janvier  dernier  a  inslilu^\ 
sous  la  (lii'(»ction  du  chef  du  Servici^  de  Sanle, 
un  service  de  surveillance  et  de  prophylaxie  de  la 
maladies  du  sounneil.  (le  service  a  pour  ohjet  : 

D'^tahlir,  (rarcord  avee  les  cin^fs  d'unif^s  adnii- 
nisli-alives,  le  j'ect^nseinenl  d(^s  indigenes  lryj)a- 
nosoniies; 

1)(»  preserver  les  elements  sains  de  la  popula- 
lion; 

De  rendre  nun  eonUigieux  les  elements  eonla- 
niines; 

De  soi;j:n(T  et  de  guerir  les  elements  curahles; 

De  [)rendre  toutes  mesures  de  prophylaxie  cd 
d'assislance  a  regard  des  ineurables. 

Kt  (Ml  plus  dans  les  secleurs  speeiaux  de  pio- 
phylaxie  : 

De  snrveiller  le  transit  dans  le  sc^oteui'; 

D*(^\aminer  les  indigenes  qui  s'y  eniploi(»nl,  de 
provoijuer  rinlerdictiou  de  ce  tnivail  aux  trypa- 
nosomi^s  et  meme  aux  suspects  puurvus  (rnni* 
fiche  sanilair(\  de  propos(M' a  1  adniinisli'alion  des 
ex(Mnptions  de  eorvees  de  |)iH^stalions  el  d  ini|)61 
pour  certaines  ealegoiMes  de  malades,  de  poursui- 
vre  Tc^xlension  dt*s  mesures  d'assistanee  m^dicale 
indigene. 

Les  centres  mMicaux  duseeteur  de  prophylaxie 

soul  fixes  il  Avos  ef  a  Doume,   celui  d'Ayos  com- 

prend  un  centre  d 'instruction  avec  laboratoire  el 

^         hypnoserie  dirige  par  le  nn'^decin  chef  du  sectcMU' 

etdestin^  a  former  le  personnel  technique. 

L'ari'iHe  prevoit  cpie  dans  toutes  les  circonscrip- 
tions  la  lutte  conlri*  la  glossine  agent  princi[)al  de 
la  propagation  de  la  maladie  du  sonimeil  sera 
poursuivie  syst6mali<|uement  par  des  deboise- 
meuts  partiels  destines  ^  eclaircir  les  galeries 
foresliferes  des  cours  d'eau  et  h  laisser  penetrer 
Tair  et  la  lumi^re  dans  tons  les  endroits  frc'^cjuen- 
t6s,  autour  des  villages,  aux  points  d'eau,  aux 
gues,  aux  points  d'escale.  En  mdme  temps  serorit 
poursuivies  les  mesures  habituelles  contre  les 
mousti([ues  qui  jouent  un  g'rand  r6le  dans  les  ^pi- 
demies  de  case  et  de  famille. 

Si  Texamen  d'indig^nes  r^^vMe  au  medecin  la 
[)resence  de  la  tryi)anosomiase,  il  instituera  un 
premier  traitemiMit  et  6lablira  aussitcH  une  ficin* 
sanitaire.  Cette  fiche  d^livrc^e  par  I'aulorit^  medi- 
cate a  tout  indigene  reconnu  atteint  indiquera 
ridentit6  du  malade,  I'^tat  et  le  degre  de  gravity 
de  la  maladie,  le  traitemcmt  present  et  les  dates 
auxquelles  Tinl^ress^  devra  se  presenter  obliga- 
toirement  devant  le  medecin.  Les  fiches  saniUiires 
sont  (^tal)lies  en  double  exeniplaires  :  Tun  est 
remis  au  malade,  I'autre  est  classe  au  poste  nie- 
dic^d.  Sur  les  indications  du  mi^decin,  les  chefs 
de  subdivisions  fiennenl  un  registre  des  trypano- 
somifts. 

11  est  interdita  lout  malade,  porteurd'une  fiche 
sanitaire,  de  changer  de  village  sans  autorisation. 
Des  mesures  analogues  concernent  loul  d(^place- 
meid  (Tindigenes  dans  le  secteur  de  ])rophylaxie 
qu'il  ne  sera  pas  possible  de  (piitler  sansun  passe-  I 


port  sanitaire.  Tout  indigene  entrant  dans  le  sec- 
b^ur  devra  (^tre  muni  egalement  dun  ])asseport. 
Dans  la  circulaire  commentant  les  dispositions  de 
eel  important  arreli^,  le  t^ommissaire  de  la  U6pu- 
bli(|ue  recommande  une  coo|)eration  elroite  enlre 
les  chefs  de  circonscription  etles  un'ulecins,  coope- 
lation  indispensable  pour  le  succes  derapplication 
des  mesures  prises  dans  le  but  d(*.  kilter  efficuice- 
ment  contre  la  maladie  du  sommeil. 

Liquidation  des  biens   prives  ennemis. 

—  Suivanl  les  dispositions  de  TarriH^  du  20  Jan- 
vier 1923,  l(*s  formaliles  presci'ites  pour  la  publi- 
city des  ventes  domaniali^s  sont  a[i[)licables  aux 
ventes  des  l)iens  prives  ennemis.  foutefois,  en  ce 
qui  concerne  les  immeubles  urbaius,  le  president 
du  tribunal  pent,  suivajit  les  circoustances,  soil 
reduireaun  mois  le  delai  enlre  la  date  de  publi- 
c^ition  au  Journal  Oj fiviel  du  Territoire,  de  I'avis 
de  vente  et  la  date  de  radjudication,  soit  Telargir 
dans  les  limites  qu'il  juge  utiles  [)oui'  donner  h  la 
[)ul)licile  le  nuixinujin  d'elTicacite. 

D'aulre  pari,  il  convient  d'appeler  I'attention 
sur  la  public^ition  en  ce  moment  d'ordonnances  de 
li(|uidalion  dans  le  Journal  Officiel  dt*  la  Hepu- 
blifiae  Fran^aise  et  dans  celui  du  Territoire, 

Le  nouveau  Gommissaire  de  la  R6pu- 
blique  au  Gameroun  :  M.  Marchand.  —  Le 

choix  du  ministre  des  Colonies  s'est  porte  sur 
M.  Marchand,  gouverneur  des  Colonies,  pour  suc- 
ceder  comme  Commissaire  de  la  K6publi(jue  h 
M.  Carde,  nonun6  gouverneur  general  de  TAfiicpie 
(Iccidenlale  Francaise. 

M.  Marchand  est  un  Africain.  Au  debut  de  sa 
carrii^re,  il  a  servi  en  Afrique  du  Nord  et  au  Sou- 
dan, |)uis  ful  longlemps  charg6  du  service  des 
affaires  musulmanes  au  minist^re  des  Colonies  ou 
il  a  laiss6  la  reputation  dun  ^rudit,  d*un  fin  leltr6 
pour  (pii  les  (piestions  touchant  h  I'lslam  n'onl 
plus  de  secret.  Venn  du  corps  des  administrateurs 
des  Colonies,  le  nouveau  Commissaire  de  la  H^pu- 
bli(]U(^  au  (]amoroun  donna  de  suite  la  mesnre  de" 
ses  fortes  capacites  quand,  nomme  gouverneur 
des  (]()lonies  en  t!)19,  il  fut  affects  k  la  Martinicjue 
oil  il  a  laisse  le  souvenir  dun  chef  ferme,  conci- 
liant  et  de  haute  experience.  Nomme  lieutenant- 
gouverneur  du  (iabon,  M.  Marchand  a  poursuivi 
dans  cette  colonic,  qui  mantjue  encore  des  res- 
sources  n^cessaires  pourse  developpcr,  une  admi- 
nistration sage  et  vigilante  consacre^e  k  la  com- 
pression des  d^penses  de  souverainel^  k  I'avan- 
iage  des  ceuvres  d'assistance  m6diade  et  d'interOt 
economi(}ue,  Le  nouveau  Commissaire  de  la  l^^pu- 
bliipn*  aura  au  Cameroun,  voisin  de  la  colonic 
qu  il  administrait  auj>aravant,  une  nouvelle  oc^i- 
sion  de  produire  une  tj\cho  sans  doute  lourde  mais 
rc^etlcnuMit  int^ressante  et  diverse.  II  tiouvera 
notanwnent  les  chanliers  des  travaux  du  chemin 
de  fer  du  centre  en  pleine  activite,  et  poui'ra,  d^s 
la  realisation  de  reniprunt  de  2")  millions,  se  con- 
sacrer  ^  I'amenagement  du  port  de  Douala  comme 
au  prolongement  du  rail  jusqu'A  Yaounde. 
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Nous  nous  rejouissons  (1(»  la  iioniiiiatioii  de 
M.  \lar('liaii(L  sii((<»ssriir  tout  desi^iie  cle  M.  (]arde 
(lonl  il  coutinucra  a  Yaounde  I  u'lnre  reinarciuablc 
el  si  feconde. 


AFRIQUE  6QUATORIALe  FRANCAISE 

La  justice  indigene.  —  Le  derrrt  du  10  avril 
IfHM  (|ui  a  reorfmnise  la  justice  nidi;^M'Mie  eii  Afri- 
(|ii(»  Kijiialorialc  Kitmraise  a  revele  des  larunes  el 
d<*s  iniprreisiniis  (|u'nii  n()uv(»aii  decrel  dii  17  fe- 
vrirr   1923  {Journal  official  i\v\  3  mars;  \ienl'de 

La  |Miii(ipalo  iniiovalion  esl  la  creation  an  chef- 
lieu  de  <  ha(|ue  cin()nscn[)iion  ou  de  cha(|ne  sub- 
division, [)Our  le  juf^^enuMil  des  affaires  civiles  ct 
coininci'ciales,  (Tun  liihunal  indij^cnc  pivsidc  |»ar 
W  chef  dc  la  ciiconscri|)li()n  ou  sul)di\ision  assisle 
de  deux  assesseurs  indig^nes.  Kn  nmti&re  repres- 
sive c<»  |M'esidenl  est  assiste  <rLin  F^uropecn  ci- 
toy<Mi  francais  el  d'un  in(li}j:en(^  ou,  a  delaul  de 
cifoven  fiancais,  de  deux  iiidi;j:enes.  Kn  nia- 
tiere  cisile  el  conunerciale  h^s  indi;j:enes  onl  voix 
dehheralix  (»;  en  nialiere  i'epressi\e  ils  n'onl  ([U(* 
^(»ix  consultative.  Le  trihunal  d(^  circonsci'i[>tioii 
s(*ul  est  c(^rnpetent  en  nialien*  re[)i*essive. 

Li's  coulunies  sgnl  seules  ap[)lical>les.  Les 
peiues  a|)plical)les  sonl  c(dles  (|ue  ces  coulumc^s 
|)r('»voienl  (*t.  au  cas  on  celles-ci  soid  coidcaires  a 
la  civilisation  francaise  ou  insuffisantes,  la  mort, 
r(*m[M'isonn(*nienl  a  per[)etuite  ou  a  hMups, 
Taniende  el  liiderdiction  de  sejour. 


POSSESSIONS  BELGES 


CONGO  BELGE 

La  Belgique  coloniale  devant  llmp^ria- 
lisme  brltannlque.  —  Une  suggestion  beige 
relative  k  LAfrique  orientale.  — «  Viw  Congo 
italien  •  La  Helgiqueoffre  I'Kst  Africain  h  ritalie.  » 
Tel  est  le  tilre  sensaliorund  d'un  article,  adresse 
de  Hi'uxelles,  [)ar  son  corr(\spondaiil,  a  la  Tnhutia 
Colonidlc.  L'auleur  monlre  d'aboni  quel  danger, 
pour  le  Congo,  a  cr^^'*  retahlissemenl  de  la  puis- 
sance*, an^laise  enlre  W  lac  Tanganyka  el  I'Oc^an 
indien.  Au  Nord-Esl,  h  TEsl  el  au  Sud,  des  confins 
du  |{ahr-F]l-(Ihazal  (iux  sources  de  la  Lulua,  la 
colonic  helge  esl  a  denii  (^ncerclee  par  les  lerri- 
loires  britanni(jues,  donl  la  chaine  inirderrompue 
se  develo[)|M»  du  Cap  au  Caire.  Les  six  groupes 
de  colonies  el  [)roleclorals  de  TEst  sont  deslin^s, 
dans  la  pensee  des  coloniaux  anglais,  h  former  un 
nouveau  Donunion,  leijuel  se  ratUchei'a  plus  lard, 
esp^re-l-on.  h  1  Union  Sud-Afric^ine;  el  ainsi 
seront  conslilu^s,  dans  TavernT,  les  Klats-Onis 
d'Afri(|ue,  donl  la  su[>erticie  ^galera  celle  des 
Etats-Cnis  dWmerique.  Dans  le  Congo  mfime,  les 
Anglais  sonl  puissanls  par  leurs  capilaux,  huirs 
enlreprises,  leur  commerce;  el  taut  que  le  Katanga 


ne  sera  pas  relie  [Mir  le  rail  a  Matadi,  il  reslera, 
a  pea  pres,  une  province  coinnierciale  hiilannique. 
Dans  ces  derniei^es  aiuiees,  les  progres  in<|uielaids 
de  la  concurrence  etrangere  onl  cle  favoris6s  par  ^ 
rinertie  et  Tindifference  des  Beiges,  en  general.  % 
En  1920,  le  niinislre  Franck  signalail  au  Parle- 
ment  qu'il  y  avail  au  Congo  i.OOO  Beiges  h  peine. 
Un  puhlicisle  beige  denoncail  le  p('M'il  (|ue  faisait 
courir  celle  silualion,  en  disanl  :  «  Si  dans  dix 
ans,  nous  ne  sonimes  pas  IIO.OUO.  la  colonic  est 
perdue.  » 

Conlre  celle  inerlie  el  cette  indifference  reagil 
energicjueraenl  aujourd'hui  un  groupe  de  colo- 
niaux. en  l(}le  descpiels  le  journalistic  italien  place 
M.  Pierre  Daye,  depule,  redacteur  au  Soi)\,  pour 
lequel  il  est  deruierenienl.  relourne  au  Congo,  et 
c(  fulur  minislre  des  colonies.  »  Persuades  que  le 
(jongo  est  la  principale  rirhesse  du  j)atrimoine 
national,  ces  coloniaux  sonl  jaloux  den  conserver 
rinl^grite.  Ils  onl  proteste  hautement  conlre  la 
mutilation,  au  profit  de  rAngleterre.  du  Bouanda; 
ils  se  sontalarmes  recemmenl,  on  la  vu,  au  sujet 
des  paroles  piononcees  fi  Johannesburg  par  le 
general  Smuts.  In  journal  Sud-Afric^iiu  ayanl  (lit 
que  si  la  Uhodesie  m^ridionale  entraildans  rUnion 
etsi,  comme  il  serait  nalurel,  la  Bhod^sie  du  Nord 
suivait  eel  cxenq)le,  le  territoire  de  I'Union  s'eten- 
drail  du  (]ap  au  lac  Tanganyka,  certains  jour- 
naux  hedges  prirent  peur,  el  firent  remarqu(»r  h 
leurs  lecleurs  que  le  Katanga  seiail  hors  d'elat  de 
se  defendre  conlre  une  invasion  arniee  venant  du 
Sud.  D'auires  estimenl  cpi'il  serait  iiiqjrudenl 
d*enseigner  (mx  indigenes  du  Congo  la  langue 
flamande,  parce  ijue  le  flamand  ressemble  beau- 
cx>up  au  hollandais,  qui  est  une  des  langues  offi- 
cielles  de  ILnion,  et  qu'on  risquerait  ainsi  de  leur 
inculquer  les  id6es  des  Sud-Africains.  La  presse 
anglaise  a  raille  ce  nalionalisme  ond)rageux;  il 
faul  y  voir  le  sentiment  d  insecurite  que  cause*  aux 
coloniaux  beiges  le  redoutal)le  voisinage  du  co- 
losse  brilannique.  Ils  en  sont  venus  a  regndter 
I'ancien  6(juilibre  des  forces  dans  lEst-Africain,  et 
a  penser  qu'ila  vaut  niieux  avoir  un  grand  nond)re 
de  voisins,  me^me  rApaces,  (ju'un  sen!  Noisin 
avide.  »  Un  article  de  M.  P.  Daye,  (pii  fil  (juehpie 
bruit,  conrluait  nagu(!^re  (|u'a  tout  prendr(\  le 
r(»tour  de  I'Allemagni^  dans  rEst-Afiieain  seiait 
Ixuiucoup  moins  dangereux  pour  le  Congo,  cjue  \(\ 
maintien  du  mandat  l)ritaImi(lU(^  «  Qui  sail,  (lisait- 
il.  si  dans  20  ou  50  ans,  nous  ne  serous  pas 
heureux  d'avoiren  Afrique,  I'aide  des  AUemands 
cxinlre  les  envahisseurs  anglais  ou  sud-(dricains?  w 

Sur  ce  projet  de  nHrocession  a  lAllemagne  de 
son  ancienne  colonic,  une  polemicpie  s'est  engagf^e 
enlre  M.  P.  Daye  et  M.  Jules  Lerlerccj.  Ce  dernier 
craint  aulant  les  Anglais,  niais  il  ne  leur  piefe- 
rerail  pas  les  AUemands.  donl  il  a  vu  a  ranivre, 
et,  precisement,  dans  I'Africpie  orientale,  le  mili- 
hirisme  colonial.  Les  deux  ('•crivaifis  tond)ereut 
d'accord  qu'il  fallait  ceder  ce  territoire  a  une  puis- 
sance autre  que  rAllemagne.  Leuichoix  se  porta 
sur  ritalie.  laijueUe  servirait  de  remparl  confre 
rimp6rialisme  brilannique.  Lflalie,  pense  M.  P. 
Daye,  n'a  pas  en  Arique  de  colonies  utiles.  Elant 
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«.«»»  Chenun  defer  eii  f7p!oifdl:on  d  I  mteneur  du  Cori'^o  ht^I^e 

Gicmm  fifferpnjetc  eutie  le  KaUnga  ef  le  F<is  Cur.gd 

^         C/icmins dfferang!riL::mns^nlsoufinj)rcjcCsc  tin (j earn  en  autau: 


BELGES ! 

Les  plus  richer*  i^rnvinces  du  Coii^o  hol^e  soril  uiouacres. 

L'independauce  <le  voire  (]oIonie  est  (*()iu[)n)inise. 

L'empris*p  ^tntiiKere  sur  voire  doinuinr  national  devieul  de 
jour  en  jour  phi;*  forte. 

lielges,  regjirdez^  celte  eart^  el  medilezl 

II  fant  r6a^ir. 

Si  vous  voiilez  suuvei^arder  la  ^raiule  oMivre  d\i  roi  b'Mjpold, 
adlierez  au  (litniile  dr  polili(pie  iiatiuiiule. 


(loiMiee  sa  t^^s  foiie  Emigration,  die  a  liosoin  de 
tiM'ivs  pour  ses  Iravailleurs.  La  (oinbinaison  pro- 
posee  offriniLt  aiiLsi  deux  avaiitages  :  en  pieniier 
lieu,  la  Belgique  anrait  d^sormais  tonte  Iranquil- 
lile  sur  ses  fronlieres  congolaises.  L'oppression 
de  rencerclement  brilaniiiquc  disparaltrait,  du 
coup.  Va\  second  lieu,  l^Uilie  n'aurait  plus  de  rai- 
son  de  jalouser  sa  S4t*ur  latino,  et  d'envier  la 
Tunisie.  Devenue  colonisatrice  et  maitresse  de 
rEst-Africain,  elle  n'aurait  plus  rien  h  r6clamer 
dans  le  parLage  du  continent  noir. 

Un  autre  argument  a  616  mis  en  avanl,  notani- 
menl  par  M.  Pierre  Nothomb.  La  politique  de  la 
Uulir  ruinniaiide,  pense-t-il,  d  abandonner  I'Angle- 
terre  h  son  isolemenl  volonlaire,  et  de  rechercher 
I'appui   diplomatique    el  militaire  de    I'ltalie,    de 


conduce,  enfin  une  alliance  continentale  franco- 
ilid()-belg(i.  Or,  le  seul  moyen  d'obtenir  cette 
alliance  est  de  donncr  h  I'llalie  quelque  chose,  de 
lui  offrir  une  participation  remuneratrice  a  I'leuvre 
de  colonisation.  La  conibinaison  projetee  pour- 
rait  alors,  suggere-t-un,  s'effectuer  de  la  niani^re 
suivante  :  rAngleterce  qui  trouve  que  rAllemagne 
(*st  tro[)  ecrasee,  lui  resliluerail  TEst-Africain. 
L'Alleniagne  remeltrait  cette  colonic  aux  Allies 
continentaux  en  echange  d'uiie  partie  de  sa  dette. 
A  leur  tour,  les  Allies  confieraient  I'Afrique  orien- 
tale  a  rilalie.  en  echange  de  la  cooperation  de 
cdle-ci,  [)our  une  politique  du  Uliin. 

Le  {)oint  de  depart  de  la  conibinaison  est  tou- 
jours,  le  sacrifice  a  faire  [)ar  TAngleterre.  IVul-on 
vrainient  croire  qu'elle  s*y  resondrait  ?  Lors(|U(\  a  la 
fin  de  la  guerre,  les  coloniaux  italiens  proposf^rent 
(jue  I'Angleterre  consenliL  a  la  France  d'inijjor- 
laiites  cessions,  en  Afrique  occidentale,  [)our  in- 
demniser  la  France  de  Tabandon  a  ribilie  de 
Djibouti  et  de  territoires,  dans  le  (A»ntre  afriaiin, 
on  se  rap|)elle  rexlrc^me  reserve  avec  lacpielle  les 
Anglais  accueillirent  la  pers|)(*clive  de  remanie- 
nients  territoriaux  dans  lc  continent  noir.  Sans 
doute,  TAngleterre  acede,  dernier  enuMit,  a  I'ltalie 
um*  partie  du  Jubalaud;  nuiis  ii  ne  s'agil  la  cpie 
(I'lUH*  rectification  de  frouticre  {)revu(i  par  le  pacle 
de  Londres.  Ce  n'esl  pas  sur  un  t(d  arrangement 
(lu'oii  serait  en  droit  de  se  fondc^r  pour  esp6rer 
une  d(*stinee  nouvelle  de  TAfrique  orientale. 
J/opinion  juste,  h  ce  sujet,  a  ete  exi)riniee,  sem- 
ble-t-il,  par  le  commandant  Huhrer,  dans  son 
li\  re  :  \j  Afrique  orioUale  (illommdc,  at  la  guerre 
(le  VJVi-VJl8.  U  est  h  presumer,  dit-il,  que  LAn- 
gleterre  «  ne  lachera  pas  cette  terre  (jui  lui  a 
coi'ite  si  cher,  tant  dor,  et  t^mt  de  sang,  qui  fait 
vivre  d'une  facon  aussi  vigoureuse  (pie  definitive, 
son  ancicn  rfive  du  Gap  au  Caire,  et  (jui  lui  assure 
la  maitrise  des  cotes  orientales  de  I'Afrique,  c'est- 
(Vdire  une  des  routes  vers  Tlnde  ». 


POSSESSIONS  KRITANNIOUES 


CHEZ   LES    ACHANTIS 

Leur  6volutlon.  Vleilles  et  nouvelles 
croyances.  Un  lnqui6tant  mouvement  reli- 
gieux.  —  11  y  a  (piel(|ues  semainc^s  furenl  libi»r(^s 
le  dernier  roi  des  Achantis,  FVempeh,  et  plusieurs 
chefs  indigrnes.  (jui  avaient  ete  deportes  par  les 
Anglais,  en  i8l);>,  aux  lies  Seychelles.  Ces  exiles 
ont  ti'ouv(S  en  renfrant  chez  eux,  un  pays  bien 
different  de  cehii  (ju'ils  avaient  (piitte.  Durant  ce 
quart  de  siecle,  en  effet,  une  grande  transforma- 
tion s'est  op^ree.  Apr^s  I'insurrection  de  1900,  les 
Achantis  durent  se  soumettn^.  au  controle  brilan- 
niipie.  La  puissance  f6odale  fnt  aballue;  afiii  d(^ 
soustraire  les  tribus  a  la  domination  des  grands 
chefs  de  dans,  les  Anglais  les  declarerent  ind6- 
)endantes  et  leur  donnerent  des  chefs  sp^ciaux. 
^n  1901,  le  i)ays  fut  annexe  a  la  Gold  CoasL  La 
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passion  helJiqueusc  d'aulrofois  a  fait  place,  chez 
[(^s  Acliaiilis,  i  I  amour  de  la  paix,  et  du  hien- 
rlvr.  L'aiicicn  gui^rier  est  deveiiii  un  cultivateur 
paisit)l(5,  a])i'e  au  j^aia,  inettaiit  h  tirer  parti  de  son 
sol  r6nergi(3  quil  employait  jadis  a  ponquerir  les 
terriloires  voisins.  Coiiniassic^  la  ra|)ilalc,  simple 
villaf^e,  e.ii  18!)5,  est  aujourd'hui  une  viile  de 
20.000  habilimls,  environ ;  sa  circonferenre  mesure 
un  mille  et  demi  de  rayon.  Les  indigenes  out 
perdu  U)s  [)j'evenlions  ([u'ils  avaient  contre  Tins- 
truction.  I.'enseignement  estdonnepar  les  3  ecoles 
du  Ciouv(^rnenienl  el  l(*s  118  ecoles  des  missions, 
a  (J. 800  el^Yes  environ.  La  principale  culture, 
celle  du  cacao,  (|ui  ful  introduite  dans  TAchanli, 
pendaiil  Texil  de  l^rempeh,  est  a  le  fondcnieid  de 
la  paix  el  de  la  prosperite  du  pays.  »  41.000  ton- 
nes en  furenl  exp6diees  parchemin  de  fer  en  1921 . 
Va\  celle  annee,  les  mines  d'or  produisircnl 
Srj.OOO  oiices,  valant  361.360  liv.  st.  Le  port  de 
Secondi  recul,  h  destination  de  TAchanli,  pour 
720.000  liv.  st.  de  marchandises.  Inde{)en(lam- 
menl  de  la  voie  ftM'jee,  qui  atteigiiail  Juaso,  a 
4o  milles.au  nord  d(*  (^oumassie,  le  commerce  dis- 
posailde  47;i  millesde  routes  carross;d)les,  presipie 
toutes  dans  La  province  orientale,  sur  h^squelles 
circulerenl,  en  1021,  94  camions  etvoitures,  ti'ans- 
porlant  1.350  voyageurs  ef  14.560  chaiges.  \jV 
nomhre  des  vehicules  expedies  s'eleva  a  1.680. 
Avec  ses  635.000  liv.  st.  de  recettes,  lAchanti 
payail  loul(»s  ses  depenscs  adminislratives,  r[,  de 
plus,  conlribuail  au  developj)emenl  geneiaJ  de  la 
a  old  Const, 

Les  Achaiitis  se  sent  montres  depuis  1900.  des 
sujcts  fiddles  de  TAnglelerre.  Le  retour  des  exiles 
ne  causera  aucunc^  agitation  politicpie.  «  Les  rela- 
tions amicales  entree  le  Gouv(jrnemonl  rt  les 
Achantis  sont  aujourd'hui,dit  la  W  fst  Afr'nu.  trop 
solidenient  basees  sui'  une  confiance  et  une  honne 
volonle  mulucdles,  pour  pouvoir  ("^tre  Iroublees 
par   le   retour   dun   vieill^rd  affaihli  par  I'Age.  )> 

Files  falllirent  pourtani  (Mre  troublc^es,  il  y  a  un 
pen  plus  (le  deux  nns,  a  la  fin  de  1920.  Pen  s'en 
fallul  (|ue  n'eclatat  alors.  et  poui*  l(\s  memes  causes 
cpi'iMi  1900,  une  agitation  religieuse  et  patriolicpie 
(pii  enl  riscpu'.  j)oui'  les  Anglais,  de  compromeltre 
1  (envrc  iN*  plus  de  \  ingt  armies.  Otle  crise  eut 
pour    origine  la  piofanalion  du    trepi(Mj  sacre,    le 

pdlhidiiiiu  des  Arbaidis.  episode  que  nHaU^  Loul 
au  long,  le  rapport  officiel  ppur  1921.  Sous  le 
r^gne  du  i'  loi  conmi  des  ArJiantis,  un  f6lich(^ur. 
Anolchi  se  dit  chargf^  par  le  dieu  du  ciel  Onyame, 
de  fair(»  des  Achantis  une  grandr  el  |)uissante 
nation.  In  jour,  en  |)res(*nce  d'une  nmllilude  de 
peuple,  il  iwuL  croit-on,  du  ciel,  un  frf'^pied  de 
bois,  en  partie  recouveit  d'or,  <|ui  sortit  d  une 
nuee  noire,  au  milieu  de  tourhillons  de  poussiere 
et  au  bruit  du  tormerre. 

Anotchi  e\'[>li(|ua  (jue  ce  trepied  contenail  les 
/Unes  do  Ions  l<*s  Achanlis,  avec  Thonneur,  la 
puissance  et  la  prosperity  de  la  nation.  S'il  vcmait 
a  (Mre  pris,  ou  detruit,  la  nation  d6p(^rirait  et 
succondx^.rait.  Ce  Ir^pied  rt^at  cense  n  avoir  jamais 
louche  le  sol.  Dans  les  rnr(\s  occasions  on  il  etait 
visible,   il  re])()sait  sur  un  tapis.  pla(^  lui-nn^me 


sur  une  peau  dYd6phant.  Jadis,  dans  les  grandes 
circon stances,  le  roi  faisait  trois  fois  send)lant 
de  s'y  asseoir.  Apr(>s  Texpedilion  de  189rJ,  les 
Anglais  avaient  pense  exiger  qu'on  W  leur  livrdt, 
inais  ils  ne  le  r6clam^rent  |)as.  Les  Achantis  per- tf ) 
direnl  leur  roi,  mais  garderenl  h^ur  pallndunn, 
(|ui  ful  emporte  dans  la  foret,  et  cache  dans  une 
hutte,  sp6cialement  construite  pour  le  recevoir, 
ou  il  ful  confie  a  des  gardiens  j)articuliers.  Plu- 
sienrs  fois,  les  Anglais  tenterent,  mais  vainement 
de  le  d(^couvrir.  Ces  lenLatives  el  b^s  revendica- 
tions  provoquereut  Tinsurreclion  de  1900.  Quel- 
ques  annees  aprfes,  les  Anglais  commrent  le  secret; 
ils  se  pi*eparaient  i  s'empanM*  du  trepied  sacre, 
lorsque  devant  les  representations  qui  leur  furenl 
faites  par  les  chefs  indigenes,  demeur6s  fidMes  en 
li>00,  ils  renoncerent  a  leur  dessein.  On  concoit 
ainsi  Temotion  (jui  s'empara  des  Achantis,  (juand 
on  appritau  mois  de  septembre  1!>20,  que  le  tre- 
pied avail  ete  i)rofane;  les  ornements  d'or,  qui  le 
decoraient,  avail  ete  vol6s.  Ce  fut  aussitot  dans 
Coumassie,  une  consternation  et  une  irriUUion  in- 
tenses.  La  ville  prit  un  air  de  catastr()])h(v  Pejidaid 
[)lusieurs  jours,  il  n'y  euL  [>oint  de  marclie.  Des 
villages  voisins  les  habitants  accouraient  aux  nou- 
velles.  lieaucoup  d'^trangers,  surtoul  les  Fantis, 
partaient  \\\x  contraire  jmur  retourner  dans  leur 
pays,  [)arce  qu'ils  croyaienl  qu'on  allait  se  battre. 
Heureusement,  la  vcMde  des  spiritucux  etait  inter- ^ 
dite.  Des  mesures  fureid  prises  par  J'administra- 
tion,  d'accoixl  avec  les  chefs  pourmaintenir  ToixJre 
el  calmer  la  surexcitalion  populaire.  (Juand  le  fait 
ful  eclairci  et  que  les  Achantis  com{)rireid  (]u'ils 
n'etaienl  pas  deshonores,  cpie  tons  b^s  el  rangers 
I'esscmtaie^nt  comme  eux  Ibumilialion  inflige(*  a 
leur  bonneur  national,  et  ne  chen  litMaient  pas  a 
tirer  avanlagi*  de  leur  detresse,  le  sentimeid  de 
cohVe  aveugle,  qu'ils  avaiimt  eprouve  d'aboi'd, 
comnienija  h,  se  calmer,  ou  du  moins,  se  touruii 
entierement  contre  les  coupables.  L(»s  sa(  rilrges 
elai(Md  les  gardiens  eux-nn^mes.  lis  furent  juges, 
selon  la  coutume,  et  av(*c  toutes  les  garanties 
d'imparlialite  i>ar  rassend)lee  des  ch(»fs  (|ui  les 
condamnrient  h  Texpiation  religieuse,  1  amende 
ou  le  bannissement.  Le  Haul  (iOmmissaire  britan- 
nique,  M.  Miupei',  se  lone,  dans  son  rapport,  de  la 
sagesse  donl  I'irent  i)nuve  en  ces  journees  cri- 
ti(jues,  les  chefs  et  la  i)opulation  indigen(*s.  lis 
furent  conraincus  qu'ils  n'avaicMit  pas  besoin  de 
cacher  le  tr6pied  sacre,  et  (|ue  les  Anglais  ne  tou- 
chemient  pas  h  leurs  institutions,  a  moins  que  leur 
religion  ne  degen^nil  en  pmlicpies  barbares  el  ne 
devlnt  une  c^use  de  sediti(m.  Le  lovalisme  des  in- 
dig^nes  se  trouvo  ainsi  accru.  l/6v6nemenf  (|ui 
auniit  pu  avoir  des  suites  facbeusi^s,  pouj'  l(»s 
Anglais,  tourna  en  definitive  a  leur  beneficMj. 

Les  autorites  brilanniques  furent  grandement 
servies  dans  cetle  circonstanc^^  par  rerudilion  et 
I'experience  du  capitaine  liaffray,  direcleur  du 
nouveau  sersice  d'anlhro[)ologie.  D<'j^  connu  par 
ses  6tudes  ethnogiaphiques  dans  TAfriijue  orien- 
tale, ie  capitaine  Itaffray,  nomme  PiUxiicaloffiver 
dans  la  (udd  Const,  avail  enlrepris  une  en(|u<>te 
I  sur  les  coutumeg,  les  croyances,  los  in5?litulioQS 
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indigenes,  s^adressanl  par  le  inoyen  d'interpr^tes, 
aux  vieillards  dc  preference,  ou  qucHlionnanl 
directement  ley  Noirs  (!ompnmant  I'anglais.  II  a 
pris  un  grand  nombre  d(»  cliclies  pholographi(iues 
et  pubU6  plusieurs  ouvrages,  en  particulier  sur  la 
langue  et  le  folklore  achanlis. 

I^e  nouveau  service  d'anlhropologie  est  utile, 
selon  lui,  d'abord.  aux  adminislrateurs,  mission- 
naires,  marchands,  ingenieurs,  car  w  la  connais- 
sance  exacle  des  coutumes  indigenes  vaut  mieux 
quo  les  meilleures  intentions,  si  celle-1^  manque  ». 
utile,  aussi,  aux  indigenes,  parce  que  les  genera- 
tions futures  seront  reconnaissantes  a  l(»urs  a'leux 
(le  leur  avoir  legue  le  precieux  heritage  de  la  tradi- 
tion. Dans  ses  cntretiens  avec  les  Achanlis, 
M.  lUiffray  leur  fit  entendre  (pu*  les  Anglais  ne 
desiraient  aucunenienl  delruire  toutes  leurs  an- 
licpies  mccurs,  que  I'adoplion  par  eux  de  la  civili- 
sation europ6eime  ne  doit  pas  aller  jus(ju7i  Tabo- 
lition  de  ce  qui  est  juste  et  convenable  dans  leurs 
coutumes  nationales,  jusqu'a  u  T^change  coiitre 
un  habit,  un  col  et  une  cravalc^  de  tous  les  tresors 
depass6  »,  que  leur  ideal  ne  doit  pas  etre  de  deve- 
nii*  d(^s  ((  pseudo-Euro|)eens  »  elde  se  (c  denationa- 
liser)),  et  (pi'ils  se  perfeclionneronl  davanlage.  ils 
seronl  assures  dun  plus  bel  avenir  s'ils  restentde 
purs  Achanlis,  fiers  de  leur  histoire,  et  evohiant 
selon  les  lois  propres  a  leur  race.  M.  llaffray  es])ei'e 
que  lale^on  profitc^ra  aussi  aux  jeunes  gens  ;  ceux- 
ci,  il  le  deplore,  onl  une  tendance  a  d^daigner  les 
vicilles  institutions,  a  lourner  le  passe  en  ridicule. 
Un  jeune  Achanti,  (jui  a  son  c^rlificat  deludes,  (|ui 
gagne  comme  employe  quelques  livres  sterling 
par  UKjiset  qui  s'hahillo  a  reuropeenne,  mej)rise, 
au  fond  de  lui-m(>me.  ses  compatriotes  illettres. 
II  v(njt  Hre  h  la  mode,  et  la  mode,  ce  sont  les 
Europcens  qui  la  font. 

Un  fait  recent  a  attire  Tatlention  de  Tadminis- 
tralion  anglaise  surce  mal  signale  parM.  Uaffray, 
de  la  <c  denationalisiilion  )>  des  <(  pseudoEuro- 
p^ens  ))  et  sur  le  peril  (jui  en  pent  resulter  pour  la 
colonisation  europ^eime.  Les  Achantis  ont  6te 
longlemps,  tres  refractaires  a  I  action  d(*s  mrssions 
europ^ennes,  lesquelles  sont  aujourd'hui.  au 
nonii)re  d(*  six,  dont  une  aithoiicjue  romaiiie.  La 
plus  im[)ortanfe  est  la  mission  \vi»sl<^yenne,  avec 
ses  17.800  adeptes.  Le  rap|)()rt  officiel  nous 
appnMul  qu'en  1921,  le  iH)mbre  <les  Chretiens  n 
augmente  d(^  pres  de  15.000.  Ce  mouvi^menl  reli- 
gieiix  (^st  Tdnivre,  non  pas  des  missions,  majs 
d'nn  indigene,  illettre,  done  dime  [)uissance 
cxti^>r(iinaire,  conime  [)redicaU'ur.  Mal  vu,  par 
certains  chefs,  dans  son  pays  d'origine,  la  pro- 
vince occidenlah*,  il  s'est  boriv''  a  c-titechiser  les 
indigenes  de  la  province  orieutale,  ou  il  a  obteuu 
un  6n(>rmesucces,  au  j>rofft  delasecte  wesleyenne. 
En  certaines*  jegions  a  commence  une  sorle  de 
conversion,^  masse  au  christianisme.  Le  haul 
commissaire,  tout  en  se  f^Iicitant  de  ce  mouve- 
ment  religieux,  ne  se  dissimule  pas  quit  i)eul  (^tre 
dangereux.  Les  niissionnaires,  eux-nnMnes,  sen 
rendenl  comple,  dif-il.  En  effef,  Vhistoire  des 
jeunes  egUses  africaines  montreque.  bien  souvent, 
les  Noirs,  converlis,  apportent  dans  la  vie   chr6- 


tienne,  leurs  anciennes  habitudes  de  penser,  les 
conceptions  fondamen tales  de  la  religion  achanti, 
Tanimisme.  Aussi,  M.  Harper  juge-t-il  cpie  les 
missioimaires  devront  c^xercer  sur  les  converlis 
une  surveillance  et  une  direction  constantes. 
Mils  il  va  plus  loin,  et  redoute.  avec  raison,  que 
ces  sortes  de  conversions  en  bloc  n  aient  pour 
effet,  de  des6quilil)rer  completement  la  mentalite 
des  indigenes.  «  II  est  possible,  6crit-il,  que  des 
habitudes  regulieres  indig^n(»s  de  moralile,  et  les 
bons  Elements,  peul-dtre  inspires,  de  la  religion 
indig^'^ne  ne  soient  rel^gues  de  c6te,  dans  un  acces 
d'enlhousiasme  momc^ntane,  sans  que  rien  de  du- 
rable et  de  substanliel  ik*  viiMine  prendre  leur 
place.  »  (ies  sages  reflexions  confirmeni  ce 
qu'ecrivait,  Tan  dernier,  ici  m(^me,  M.  Manrice 
Delafosse  (1).  Les  f^licheurs  clu'eliens,  ou  tjui 
|)retendent  Tc^tre  «  ne  sont  pas  les  moins  dange- 
reux, en  ce  sens  qu'ils  amenent.  dans  les  manirs 
et  dans  la  mentalite  de  leurs  ad(»ptes,  un  boule- 
versement  plus  profond,  et  phis  anorni«\l  que 
n'ont  jamais  pu  le  faire  les  pro|)hetes  de  I  Islam, 
ni,  surtout,  les  felichistes  de  ranimisme  autocli- 
tones.  Les  prophMes,  soi-<lisant  chi'6tiens,  sus- 
citent  des  cx)nceptions  nouvelles,  et  detra<pient  les 
cerveaux,  cpiils  se  donnent  pour  mission  tie  rege- 
nerer.  >>  Les  gouv(»rnemenls  europeens,  en  Afri^ 
(pie,  doivent  suivrede  tr^s  pres,  tanl  dans  rintertit 
des  Blancs  que  dans  celui  des  Noirs,  tons  les 
phenom^nes  d'ordre  religieux, 'susceplibles  de  se 
propager,  i'aj)idemenl,  ()ar  contagion  et  di*  pioNo- 
(picr  iW  n^doutables  perturbations.  ^ 
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La  fin  des  op6ratIons  militaires.  —  On 
pent  (^onsiderer  la  revolte  comme  definiti\  emonf 
(loniplcM^  en  Tripolitaiiu*. 

Le  2\  fevrier.  les  li'oupes  commandees  i^espcn*- 
tivement  \mr  les  coloiiels  Piz/ari  el  (Ira/iani  par- 
ties, les  premieres  de  Gousbai  et  les  sec>ondes  de 
Tarhouna,  enlev^rent  successivement  Zliten  le  2i 
el  Mesrata  le  2(i.  Elles  etaient  com|)()sees  a  pcMi 
pres  des  nn^mes  elements,  c'est-a-dire  d'unites  in- 
digenes (arabes  et  erythreeus).  Les  Metropolitains 
(|ui  prirent  part  aux  differentes  actions  sont  cons- 
titues  par  Laviation,  de  Tartillerie  lourde,  des 
automobiles  blindees.  quelques  conipagnic^s  du 
y  chasseui^s  d'AfriipM*  (infantcrie)  et  une  floltille 
de*gu(MTe.  Les  [)ert(*s  italienm^s  ont  6I4S  relalive- 
nicnt  insignifiantes. 

Le  (lOuvernement  dr  Tri|»oli,  6'nt  la  Tnniiie  franrjiise 
dans  sa  clironiquo  dii  8  mars,  d^livrt'  des  tra<'as  que  lui 
cansaieut  Ips  mrnrurs  nation«lisl<»s,  va  pouvoir  ^'orcupcr  de 
la  inij^e  em  valeur  de  1(4  colouie.  rechimvii  aver  in.**is(Hn(v  [wir 
h's  M^tropolitains  et  par  lep  or^ntiijMilions  lascislrs.  IMns  sn 
stance  du  il\  fevrier,  la  dhainhn'  de  (^onniierce  de  Tri[)(>li 
sVs!  occupoe  !nn|yfuemeiit  <lu  prohleme  agricole  «t  A  partir 
d'aujourd'hui,  a  dit  son  Pr^^^jilent,  nous  devons  faire  un  seul 

{\)A[.fr.,  juiu  1922,  p.  i7i. 
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voBU  :  c'est  qu'ii  I'omhre  du  tricolorc  ce  pauvre  jMiys  Irouve 
la  paix,  cette  paix  qui  perniettra  aa  (jouvc^nieineiit  et  a  nous- 
inemes  de  nous  d^dier  a  une  coiicorde  fervente  et  la  pleni- 
tude de  nos  inoyens  a  la  rnise  en  valeur  de  ces  terres  siir  les- 
quelles  ritalie  a  conbaere  a  nouveau  par  les  fails  sa  sou  ve- 
ra! iiet6.  » 

De  son  c6l6  la  section  de  Tripoli  du  Parli  National  Fas^te 
a  vot6  Tordre  du  jour  suivrut  : 

«  CiOnsid^rant  que  depuis  six  ans  Tltalie  a  accompli  des 
sacrifices  de  sang  et  d'argent  pour  cette  colonic;  que  les 
vicloires  recenles  ont  ouvert  la  voie  a  la  grande  colonisation 
qui  (ievra  princii)alemenl  etre  basee  sur  ragricullure ;  que 
pour  Tauguientation  de  celle-ci  le  concours  financier  de  la 
Mere  Patrie  est  necessaire;  que  d'autre  part  notre  devoir  est 
d'attenuer  les  charges  qui  pesenl  sur  rilalie  pour  la  colonic, 
en  effectuant  les  Economies  necessaires  avec  la  rcforine  hu- 
reauiratique; 

((  Decide  de  cousacrer  lous  see  efforts  pour  demander  au 
(louverneinent  central  soit  les  inoyens  n^cessaires  pour  la 
colonisation  agniire,  soit  une  rapide  et  radicale  r<^'formc  de 
ra^lniinistrulion  coloniale.    » 

Dans  son  premier  numero,  le  nouveau  journal  du  Parti  a 
Tripoli,  /Alna  Fasnsta  (8  fi'tvrier  192:ij,  terminc  ainsi  un 
article  sur  la  colonisation  :  u  II  ne  passera  pas  longtemps 
sans  que  la  TripoliUiine  n'ait  plus  rifen  h  envier  a  la  Tunisie 
voisiae,  quoi  qu'endise  ce  failli  de  Mitti...  » 

Cyn6raiqiie.  —  D'aprfes  un  tel^grammo  do 
Benghazi,  le  Gouverneur  Bongiovanni  a  inaugtire 
le  8  mars  les  ti'a>  aux  du  Parleuieat  Cyrenaique  et 
aiinonce  rouvertiire  (rop6ralions  do  police  pour 
obligor  les  Scnoussis  a  6varuer  certaines  regions. 
11  a  ajoute  que  ces  openiUous  furent  decidees  a  la 
htiite  d'une  action  preparoe  par  les  fonctionnaires 
el  los  troupes  senonssistes  [)our  otendre  le  pouvoir 
de  r<!^inir  Idriss.  L'eniir  s'eloigna  et  son  represen- 
tant  h,  Agebadia  s'abstint  juscpi'ici  dVutrer  ea 
pourparlers  pour  rosoudre  les  differends  et  appli- 
quer  les  accords. 
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Le  budget  de  1922-1923  —  Le  budget  de 
la  zone  de  Prolectorat  pour  1922-1923  a  ete  pro- 
muigue  par  un  dabir  Khalifien  en  dale  du  30  aotit 
1922. 

II  s'616ve  en  recettes  et  en  d6penses  i  17.097.268 
P.  E. 

Les  recettes  se  composent  d'une  subvention  de 
8.500.000  P.  E.  fournie  par  le  Tr6sor  espagnol  et 
d'une  somme  de  8.597.268  P.  E.  ropresentant 
les  ressources  normales    du   Makhzen  Khalifien. 

Ces  derniferea  se  d6composent  comme  suit  :    * 

1^  Contributions  directes.  —  100.000  P.  E.  de 
tertib  et  90.0(10  P.  E.  de  redevances  miniferes.  — 
Au  total,  190.000  P.  E. ; 

2*  Conlribn/ions  indirectes.  —  Taxes  doua- 
niferes,  4.760.201  P.  E.,  dont  4.000.000  P.  E.  de 
droits  d^importation.  31)5.000  P.  E.  de  droits 
d'exportation,  le  reste  repr6sente  par  des  droits 
de  cabotage,  de  nianulention,  de  magasinage, 
plus  4.590.201  P.  E.  pour  la  part  espagnole 
dans  les  recettes  douaniferos  de  Tanger;  taxes  sur 


U    COMITE 

ralcooL  260,000  P.  E. ;  taxes  sur  le  sucre  et  lecaf6, 
714.083  P.  E.;  iinp6t  du  timbre  100.000  P.  E.; 
droits  de  marches,  70.000  P.  E.  —  Au  total, 
5.734.284  P.  E.; 

3^  Monopoles  et  privileges.  —  Tabacs.  541.500 
P.  E. ;  postes,  300.000  P.  E. ;  t^legraphes,  150.000 
P.  E. ;  soufre,  1.500  P.  E.;  frappe  de  monnaie, 
996.000  P.  E.  —  Au  total,  6.920.284  P.  E.; 

i"*  Proprielrs  du  Makhzen,  —  Domaines,  85.000 
P.  E.;  fordts,  100.000  P.  E. ;  cherains  de  ler, 
350.000  P.  E.  —  Au  total,  535.000  P.  E. 

5^  Produils  divers.  —  Taxe  speciale  des 
douanes,  1.000.000  P.  E. ;  taxe  de  mutations 
d'immcubles,  6,548  P.  E. ;  produits  des  Habous, 
20.436  P.  E. ;  recettes  d'exercices  clos,  100.000 
P.  E.;  imprevus,  15.000  P.  E.  —  Au"  total, 
1.141 .984  P.  E. 

Les  depenses  se  reparlissent  comme  suit  : 
Obligations  g^n^rales  de  la  zone 

(Dette  publique) ;  emprunts  do 

1904,  313.^74  fr.  39;  de  1910, 

416.763  fr.  16,  soit  au  cbango 

438.443 P.  K.  ;  participation  aux 

depenses    douanieres,   500.000 

P.   H.,  soitau  change,  370.370  P.E. 

P.  E.  —  Au  total...... 808.813 

Dotation     du    ^vhalifa     (100.000 

P.  E.  de  dotation,  plus  60.000 

P.  E.  de  fraisde  represenlaUon) 

avec  les  depenses  de  materiel. .  8t .  000     » 

(Jouvernement      khalifien     (dont 

21.600    P.   E.   au  Grand  Vizir, 

18.000  aux  mi nislre^i  de  la  Jus- 
tice et  des  Finances  et  au  caid 

El  Mechouar  et  14.400  au  direc- 

teurg6neral  des  Habous),  3.000 

au  d(51egu6  de  la  zone  sud  el  di- 

verses  allocations  aux  autres  d6- 

legu6s 106.920     » 

Haul  Commissariat  dont  30.000  P. 

E.  d'appointementset  55.000  de 

frais  de  representation  au  Haut 

Corilmissaire  el  13.300  P.  E.  au 

d61egu6  espagnoldo  la  zone  sud .         309 .  300     » 
Administration  khalifienne  (secre- 
tariats du  Makhzen,    pachas  el 

caVds  (1),  mokhaznis,  oumanas, 

adouls,  cadis,  oiikils,  etc.) 609.116     » 

Secretariat  general  du  Haut  Com- 
missariat y  compris   I'interpre- 

tariat,  les  ^coles,  la  sant6,  les 

h6pitaux) 1.018.200     » 

Administration  de  la  justice  espa- 

gnole .• 409.300     » 

Delegation  des  Affaires  indigenes  ( 

(service    central ,    conlrdleurs , 

interprfctes ,     ecoles      hispano- 

arabes  et   israeiites,  assistance 

indigene,  dispensaires) 649 .  300     » 

Delegation  des   Travaux   publics, 


# 
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(1)  Les  tfalt<»ment8des  pachas  sontde  10  HOOP.  E.  pourcelui  do 
T^touan,  14.400  P.  E.  pour  ccux  d6  I^rache  et  d'El-Ksar,  48.400 
P.  E.  pourc€ux  d'Arzila  et  Chechaoiien.  Les  traitements  de§ 
cadi?  varieut  d©  9.500  h  1.200  P.  E. 
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1.280.150 


^  (travaux  publics,  mines,  service 

agricole ,   constructions,  postes 

-  et  t616graphes. .  ^ .  i 

D^l^gation  des  finances  et  services 

6conomiques,  imp6ts,  douanes.  1 .185.516  » 
Forces  militaires  khalifiennes  (1).  2.319.456,65 
Services  du  Fomento  (routes,  che- 

mins  de  fer.  travaux  hydrau- 

liques,     ports,     semaphores, 

mmes,    services   d'agriculture, 

postes  et  teiegraphes,  etc.) 6 .  986 .500    » 

Divers  (subventions,  frais  de  de- 
placement,  tr^sorerie ,  exercices 

clos,  impr^yus,  etc.) 1 .220.890,35 


total. 17.097.268 


» 


Les  d^penses  du  Maroo  et  les  deficits 
de  TEspagne.  —  liC  journal  La  Epoca  a  public 
un  tableau   des  deficits  des  exercices   financiers 

,  espagnols  de  1909  &  1921-1922  oii  il  met  en  regard 
de  ces  deficits  Ic  coAt  croissant  des  d^penses  au 

'  Maroc.  Nous  ;*royons  utile  de  reproduire  ce  tableau 
ci-apn>s  :  * 


Anm-^s 


iVeficit 


f   ,.     , 


19Q9 3ri.362.930 

4910 4.974.020 

itfii.*..*..    .t  "~~" 

1912 -  — 

4913 187.184.698 

1914....—.^. —  464.483  942 

4915 3?0.721  626 

4916..........  323.458.721 

4917 296.143.794 

4918 '  416.862.188 

4949-20 4i'6.334.445 

4920-24 692.309.349 

4921  22 1.404.000.000 

4.035.805.653 


Depeu»es  au  Maroc 

62.909.275 
45.684.887 
05.640.931 
82.!S26.643 
448.369.249 
456.346.404 


455.210  427 
4Ji8.874.218 
424.629.349 
436.048.285 
189.693.156 
211.442.397 
633.549.763 

2.1 iO. 894 .954 


II  faut  noter  que,  pour  les  trois  deruiers  exei*cices 
le  depart  de  Tannic  financi^re  a  6t6  reports  au 
1*'  avril.  De  celte  manifere  Texercice  1918  a  6t6  en 
r6alit6  de  15  mois  et  les  exercices  suivants  partent 
du  1*"  avril  d'une  ann^e  pour  finir  au  31  mars  de 
Tannee  suivante.  On  sait  d'autre  part  que  la  d6- 
b&cle  de  Melilla  et  les  principaux  efforts  de  r6ta- 
blissement  correspondent  h  Texercice  1921-1922. 
¥a\  faisant  ^tal  pour  les  d^penses  oixlinaires  au 
Maroc  d'une  moyenne  annuelle  de  200  millions, 
Taffairc  de  Melilla  aurait  done  coiil^de  juillet  1921 
h  mars  1922,  plus  de  400  millions  h  TEspagne. 

Si,  d'autre  part  on  retranche  ce  deficit  extraor- 
dinaire des  r6sultats  de  Texercice  1921-1922,  on 
arrive  h  la  conclusion  que  le  deficit  «  ordinaire  » 
annuel  s'est  fortement  accru  au  cours  des  derniers 
exercices.  L'exercice  1918  ne  pouvant  6tre  pris  en 
comple  puisqu'ila  6t6  de  15  mois,  on  pent  cons- 
tater  que  ce  deficit  ordinaire  a  pass6  de  296  mil- 

{\)\\  ft'agii  ici  du  pcreonnel  instructaur  espagnol  compreDSUt 
UD  lieateDantr«olonftl.  un  eomm&Qdant,  5  capit&ines  et  %  lieute- 
nants, du  personnel  indi^^ne  coraprcnant  4  cald-tabor,  8  calds- 
mia,  J6  mokaddems,  7'.maouns,  et  environ  800  Aftkaris;  plus 
la  »ection  locale  de  police  indigene  comprenant  1  ratd-mia,  ^ 
mokaddemp,  ^  manunff  et  65  Askaris. 


I 


lions  en  1917  k  496  niiliions  en  1919-1920,  h 
692  millions  en  1920-1921  et  h  700  millions  envi- 
ron en  1921-1922. 
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Le  Maroc  4cole  d*6nergie,  par  Alprbd  ds  Tardb^ 
1  vol.  de  lis  pages,  dans  la  collection  Le^  piobl^mas 
(i'aujourd'hui.  —  Plon,  8,  rue  Garaiiciere. 

Ce  volume,  qui  parait  au  moment  ou  le  present  fascicule  s'im- 
prime,  mc'Titera  une  analyse  detaillde,  parce  que  Tautonr  y  a 
condense  les  id6es  et  les  conclusions  qu'll  avait  sem^es  au 
hasanl  des  conferences  ou  des  articles  de  rovue  h  la  suite  de 
son  s^jour  au  Mai*oc  en  guerre. 

Nous  Youlons  aujourd'hui  en  diHaclier  seulement  cette  jolie 
page  sur  le  fonctionnaire  de  France  et  le  fonctionnaire  colonial : 

«  tn  un  pays  neuf,  la  volonUi  est  en  perpc^tuel  travail.  Non 
sculeraent  chez  le  colon,  raais  cliez  le  fonctionnaire.  • 

«  Quel  instriictif  parall^le  no  pourrail-on  pas  faire  enlrc  le 
fonctionnaire  dc  France,  dont  In  t^chc  est  fixeo  d'avance 
dans  le  moindre  detail  par  des  I'^glements  ou  limprevu  merae 
est  codifi6  :  le  muire  d'uno  grande  villc  par  cxemple  dont  la 
voirie  est  faile,  les  egouts  creuses;  le  pr<^fel  d'un  d^parlement 
dont  la  machine  administrative  est  loutc  raontoe  ~  et  le  fonc- 
tionnaire des  pays  ncufs  qui  a  lout  iirreer,  les  voies,  les  trnvau.v 
publico,  Fhygiftne,  qui,  h  chaque  pas,  rencontre  des  probl^mes 
uouveaux,  auxquels  il  doit  sur-le-cliamp  fournir  une  solution' 
in<^dile  —  et  de  qui  la  moindrc  decision  est  grosse  de  repercus- 
sions sur  Favenir  (savoir  si  Ton  (5tablira  tel  port  h  tel  ou  tel 
point  de  la  cOte,  si  la  voie  ferree  s'incurvera  ou  non  vers  tel  ou 
tel  centre...,  etc.),  si  bien  qu  il  n'y  a  imis  de  petiles  decisions 
pour  lui,  il  n'y  a  que  de  grandes  initiatives!  ^^ 

*(  Le  fonctionnaire  de  la  m^tropole  n'a  besoiu  que  de  ponc- 
tualit4^,  Fantrea  besoia  d'invention.  Ceciu'il  faiit  licelui-ci,  outre 
lenergie,  c'est  la  qualit<^  raaitresse  des  arlist<*s  :  imaj^lncr.  Far 
exemple  e^pimtK  d'cTtf^nnian  des  viller^,  que  le  protectoral  a  fait— 
dresser  pour  chacune  de^  grandes  cit^s  du  Maroc,  ces  projections 
dune  ville  future  encore  dans  les  limbcs,  n>st-ce  pas  en  (juelque 
sorte  rnpn\Te  dun  po^te?  11  s'agil  de  deviner  la  cit6  dc  deraain, 
ses  besoins,  sa  force  d'expansion,  ct  denclore  ce  rt^ve,  cette  im- 
palpable vision,  dans  un  corset  precis  de  voies,  de  canalisations, 
d<»  jardins,  d'ecoles,. 

*  M^me  dans  les  colonics  depuis  longtemps  amenagees,  Fad- 
miuistrateur  doit  encore  poss^der  la  decision  rapide,  parce  qn'it 
est  la  plupart  da  temps  loin  du  ponvoir  central,  seul,  dans  des 
pays  encore  peu  siirs,  —  ou  bien  parce  qu'il  a  affaire  A  une 
population  europi^enne  Ir^s  active,  vivant  d'une  vie  lu\tive,  et 
qu  il  ne  doit  pas  sc  laisser  devancf*r  par  elle,  sous  peine  d'l^tre 
mon6  au  lieu  do  mener  lui-mf^me.  .        ' 

«  Dons  les  pays  de  protectorat,  commo  b*  Maroc,  la  tAclie  se 
complique  encore  de  toutc  Fing^niosiU^  ot  le  tact  qui  sont  n^- 
ccssaires  pour  raanier  on  esprit  public  indigene  mal  coanu  et 
difficile  k  connaitre. 

f  Qui,  vraiment,  ce  sont  los  plus  baut^^s  qualil^s  de  Fbomme 
public  dont  le  fonctionnaire  fait  Fapprentissageaux  colonies...  Et 
cepcndant,  qui  parait  s'en  douter  en  France?  Qui  songe  k  confier 
les  charges  de  FEtat  h  ces  hommes  relremp^s  dans  Faction? 

*  C'est  aux  colonies  que  1  Augletcrre  va  cbercber  sos  Cunton, 
ses  Kitchener,  c'est  H  ces  rr^servoirs  d'energie  qu'elle  s'approvl- 
sioiine.  La  France  a  plus  de  timidiU^  :  au  lieu  de  recevoir  des 
colonies  ses  horames  publics,  elle  y  envoie  d'ordinaire  les  siens. 
Et,  certes,  Fadminislration  fran(;aisp,  oeuvre  des  slides,  6labor^ 
par  Fancien  regime,  reprise  par  Napoleon,  a  bien  ses  qualit^s 
(elle  est  le  miroLr  fiddle  de  notre  bourgeoisie  et  de  son  amour  de 
I'ordre,  et  de  sa  probite,  et  de  sa  polltes.^^e  mi^me  dont  le  forma- 
lisme  administratif  n'ett  qu'une  image),  mais  enfin  elle  a  laiss^^ 
atrophicr  le  sens  cr<^-ateur...  Or,  dans  le  gonvernement  dun  Etat^ . 
aux  heures  critiques,  c'eat  le  sens  cr^ateur  qui  sauve. 

c  Je  ne  veux  pas  inslster  sur  Fin)u8tice  de  la  France  envers 
ses  fonctionnaires  coloniaux,  et  envers  sos  colons  mAme;  mais, 
apr^s  Fesquisse  que  je  viens  dc  falre,  et  oil  je  n'al  dit  que  ce 
que,  dans  men  s<6jour  au  Maroc,  j'ai  ^prouve  et  senii  par  moi- 
m^me,  on  voit  quelle  erreur  commet  la  m^tropole  lorsqu'ellp 
n*accordo  au  fonctionoaire  colonial  de  retour  en  France  qu'une 
situation  inf^rieure. 

f  Le  colooial  est  d^savantag^  dans  ta  propre  patrie ;  il  est  frapp^ 
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BULLETIN    DU    COMIT^    DE    L'AFRIQUE    FRANgAISE 


(i'liue  sorle  de  tfiminutio  (apiiis,  noii  8«'uleinent  iuique,  mala 
contraire  aux  interets  de  la  nation. 

«  La  vMt^^,  pour  Je  dire  eu  pasiiiiiil,  c^esl  qu*au  lieu  d'une 
poassifere  de  petils  fonctionnaires  mal  pay^,  la  France  ne  d^ 
viniil  envoyer  dans  ses  possessions  lointaines.  selon  le  voen  de 
M.  Albert  SarranI,  k  qu'un  Etat-major  restreint  de  fonction- 
uairea  d'^lite  »,  lecrutes  avec  soiii,  iargemeut  r6tribu6s,  etmiiDlB 
de  grauds  pouvuirt^... 

«  La  France  nouvelle,  qui  sort  de  la  tragique  ^preuve  plus  amou- 
reuse  d'6uergie,  comprendra-elle  enfiu,  que,  suivant  le  mot  du 
g6n6ral  Lyautey  (et  je  m'excuse  de  le  citer  encore,  mais  h  qui 
parle  (1 'organisation  et  dVnergie,  son  nom  vient  d'abord  sur  les 
Idvres).  «  la  plaute  qui  croit  lA-bas  ii'est  pas  un  Fran^als  dimi- 
nii^,  mai8,  si  j'osc  in'expriiner  aiusi,  un  Fran^ais  majors  »,  et 
(|ue,  loin  d'etre  un  sjejour.de  niollesse  et  dc  corruption,  les  colo- 
nies son!  avant  toni  de  grandes  forniatrice«  d'hommes?  »         ^' 

Conseils  pratiques  pour  les  Cadres  de  TArm^e 
M^tropolitaine  appalls  k  servir  au  Levant 
OU  en  Afrique.  t»arle  colonel  ftR^MOTJD.Ouvrage  honoi^ 
d'une  lettre   de  felicitations  du   minist^re  de  )a   Guerre, 

*"  Un  vol.  in-8°  avee  carte8  el  illustrations,  de  14")  pages. 
Prix  :  5  francs.  —  Paris,  Cdinrles  Lavau/elle  et  C**, 
124,  boulevard  Sainl-(jem[iaiii. 
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La  litlt^rature  iiord-afrimiine  reiiferme  deja  un  certain  iiombra 
trouvrages  destines  h  eclairer  les  officiers  sur  leur  rtMe  au  cours 
des  oj>eralions  dr  guerroqui,  en  les  ronduisant  sur  les  Ih^dlres 
extra-curoprens,  les  plawMil  dansdes  condilions  loutes  uouvelies 
poiireux.  l)es  puhlicationsofficiellesconinictf  I'Aperc^u  lilstorique, 
slalislicpie  ^t  topograpbique  sur  I'Ktal  iPAlger  »,  <^dite  par  le 
ininislt^re  de  la  (iuerre,  en  1830,  uu  plus  recent  u  Guide  pratique 
en  pays  Arabe  »,  de  Friscb  et  David,  en  passant  par  le  si  pt^- 
cicnx  «  Manuel  ulgerien  »  de  Dnreau  de  La  Malle,  le  nonihre  en 
est  grand  el  robjet  Ires  divers.  Si  les  fails,  k  savoir  1«'S  milieux 
indigenes  e(  leiu's  constitutions,  les  conditions  g<!'ograpliiques  On 
bistoriques,  parfois  meine  i'unddance  econonii(pie,  restent  les 
ui^mes,  les  doctrines,  par  coiu«eqiLent  les  melbo<les,  varieiit,  e?  11 
serait  assez  piquant  de  noter  res  differences  en  en  pnisant  les 
elements  dans  la  s^rie  de  ces  mannels.  Mais  c'est  la  diverlisae- 
ments  d'bistorie^i  qui  doivcnt  c^der  le  pas  h  TurgenciMle  la  reali- 
sation, el  il  faut  h  nos  cadres  un  Manuel  k  jour. 

Le  colonel  lireinond,  qui  n'a  voulu  se  permettre  d't^lre  tbeori- 
cien  qu'apres  de  lomgues  exi)erience8  pratiques,  n^pond  k  cc 
besoin,  dans  un  volume  tout  recent.  La  forme  en  est  simple,  le 
styb'  familier ;  Tanteur  y  parte  en  ain^,  dans  le  d^sir  d'(^vit«r  h 
ses  camarades  mille  avatars  qu'll  a  subis,  et  <Lont  le  r^cit  pi- 
mente  qk  et  \k  les  conseils,  et  aussi  de  leur  faii^  compreudre  la 
grandeur  de  leur  mission,  de  leur  faire  aimer  la  vie  particuli^re 
dont  ils  vont  vivre,  de  les  attacherel  aux  pays  ncuveaux  et  aux 
lionimes  diffe rents  par  ret  entliouaiasme  (ju'il  poss^de  et  qui  est 
I'indispensable  aliment  de  toule  carri^re  coloniale. 

AprOs  une  s^rie  d'eclaircisscinents  pratiques,  qui  vont  de  la 
mani^re  de"  composer  son  bagage  k  celle  d*obtenir  une  bonne 
cabine  sur  un  paquel)ot  bond^,  avis  que  les  tout  nouvoaux  ne 
snivront  pent-^lre  pas  pour  constatcr  Ir^s  vite  :  •  Ab  I  si  j'avais 
ecouie  mon  guide  »»,  le  colonel  Hr^'raon*!  conduit  le  d^butaat 
vers  son  posLe.  •  A  rarriv^e,  vous  trouverez  gen6raleraent  que 
vos  camarades  out  prepare  pour  vous  un  gile  de  leur  mieux; 
monlrez-en  de  la  reconnaissance,  car,  vous  vous  en  rendrez 
coinpte  plus  lard,  riiospitalile  clans  le  bled  est  une  cbarge  ipil 
ne  va  pas  sans  peiue;  niais  vous  paieroz  voire  ecoten  apportant 
dans  ce  coin  isol^,  comme  un  coup  de  brise  fralcbe,  lei  nonve lies 
du  debors.  Tout  en  cbercbant  h  t^tro  agr^able  en  donnant  beau 
coup,  evitez  d'etre  prodigue;  que  I'amabilite  avec  laquelle  on 
vous  ecoute  —  j'allais  dire  I'avidite  —  ne  vous  grii^  pas.  Nous 
ne  sommes  plus  k  r^poque  ou  I'officier  faisait  sa  carri^re  dans 
le  coin  qu'il  avail  cboisl;  les  rautalions  sont  continuelles.  Ne 
croyez  pas  que  la  v<Mre  J^oil  un  ev^neraent  bisiorique  :  c'est  sou- 
lement  un  incident  quasi  quotidion.  Ce  ^yst^me  ne  vn  pas  j^ans 
corapllquer  le  commailderaent,  qui  ne  trouve  plus  Texperience 
avertie  des  vieui  rouliers  specialises. d'antan  et  qui  doit  cbaque 
jour  rebAtir  ses  cadres  et  repartir  leur  emploi.  11  faut  que  les 
nonveaux  venus,  par  leur  bonne  volonte,  leur  esprit  d'etnde, 
comiM'usent  ces  qualites  d>xp<^riencc  qui  n'allaient  pas,  d'ail- 
leurs,  sang  incouvinient.  Donnez,  d^s  la  premiere  beure,  k  vos 
chefs  el  k  vos  camarades,  riinprcstion  que  vous  etes  de  cettx 
8u*  lesquels  on  pent  compter.  Si  quelqne  cbose  vous  deplaft  on 
ne  vous  paratt  pas  logique,  examiuez  longuement  avant  de  cri* 
iiquer.  Souvenl,  11  y  a,  &  ce  defaut  que  vous   croyci  d^couvrlr. 


une  raison  qui  vous  reste  cacbee  et  vous  vt)us  apcrcevref  a/ec  le 
temps  que  c'^tail  votre  jugement  qui  etait  defeetueux.  » 

Puis  il  definit,  dans  une  page  bien  belle,  la  coiuluite  k  ienir 
vis-A-vis  de  la  troupe  et  des  populations.  *  La  patrie  a  confix  k 
I'officier  qu'elle  envoie  loin  d>lle  un  morceau  de  son  drapeau  k 
faire  respecter  et  aimer.  Lee  erreurs  qu'il  comniettrait  seraienl 
imputees,  non  klui  seul,  mais  k  la  coliectivite  entiere;  elles  t?out 
done  particulierement  graves.  Nulleparl,  il  ne  s'aglt  do  se  poser 
en  conquerant,  en  race  superieure  «t,  k  plus  forte  raison,  en 
soudard.  II  s'agit,  au  contraire,  de  faire  aimer  noire  pays  en 
vue,  non  d'une  br^ve  action  de  guerre,  niais  dun  long  travail 
pacifique  d'opiuion,  de  relations  commerciales  et  industrielles, 
de  developpement  de  notice  langue  et  de  noire  menlalite.  Dans 
cette  onuvre  le  militaire  n'est  qu*un  moyen,  presque  touiours 
indispensable,  mais  non  unique,  d 

C'est  tout  le  secret  de  nos  succfes  dans  la  plus  grande  France, 
c'est  toute  la  gloire  du  pays  que  d'avoir  Irouvt^  cbez  ses  enfants 
et  la  conception  el  la  realisation  dune  telle  doctrine;  il  faudrait 
citer  en  enlier  le  chapitre  ou,  developpnnt  ces  idees,  rauleur 
monire  leur  application  dans  la  pratique  rourantc 

De  breves  notions  sur  les  religions  (I  Islaiu  et  ses  nuances 
raarocaiues,  levanlines,  etc.,  le  rjirislianii^nie.  ses  differentes 
formes  :  Armeuieus,  Jacobites,  (loptes,  Marouiles.  el  le  nMe  emi- 
nent jouepar  les  religieux  fraii<;ais  en  Asic  Mineure,  le  JudaTsme), 
sur  les  races  (lierlw'res,  Anndnieiuies,  S^miTMiues),  caracteriseut 
les  principaux  eleuients  du  milieu  ofi  agira  r4)fffcier,  taudis  qirnii 
paragrapbo  special  lui  ai)porte  les  renseignenieuls  sur  IVxisleiice 
a  mener  bi-bas,  el  sur  le  sejour  de  sa  famille.  Kien  n'est  ouiis, 
ni  le  role  emineiil  du  cbef  de  popote,  ni  Irt  lutte  conli'e  les  puces, 
ni  les  conseils  pour  la  cbasse,  ni  meuie  le  cbapilre  des  pelites 
alliees  au  sujel  dr  qui,  l^-bas  commc  ici,  «  vous  n'aurez  pas 
trop,  dil  I'auleur,  tie  lout  voire  tact  pour  Irouver  une  solution 
satis faisantc,  f\  supposez  (jue  vous  y  ])arveuiez.  D'ailleurs,  ou 
ne  saurait  Imp  con. -^ei Her,  ajonte-l  ii,  aux  officiei-s  iremnienor 
leur  fandlle  avec  eux,  si  la  situation  militaire  quits  occuperont 
le  leur  i)ermet,  cl  s'ils  ont  obtenu  rautorisation  pivaluble.  I'rie 
sage  bygiene  cons(*rvera  la  santedes  enfants,  (»t  la  fennne  pent, 
elle  aussi,  jouer  parfois  uu  r6\e  utile,  si  elle  possede  des  connais- 
sances  suffisantes  des  mrjeurs  indig^nes;  d'aulant  plus  que  c'est 
par  elle,  el  par  (die  si^ule,  que  son  mnri  ponrra  esperer  se  ren— 
seigner  sur  I'opijiion  dans  Ijjs  families  niusulmanes  et  faire  faire, 
aupres  des  femmes  d'Islam,  une  propagande  qui  d^^truira  les 
m^fiances  et  attlrera  les  coneonrs.  Tout  le  monde  n'n  pas  les 
aptitudes  necees^t res,  et,  danscecas.il  vaut  mieux  rabslention.  » 

L'auteur  teitpine  par  une  courts'  bibliograpbie  <laus  laquelle  il 
juxtapose  et  les  ouvrages  recants  et  d'auties  plus  anciens  clont  it 
dil,  non  sftns  une  tr6s  juste  irouie  :  t  11  faut  lire  lee  vieux  livros, 
Merits  par  des  gens  qui  n'^taienl  pas  presses  et  qui  presentaienl^ 
au  ma^mum  les  prejuges  dont  nous  sommes  encore  imbus,  au 
moinf  inconscieniment,  ils  nous  donnent  le  point  de  depart  de 
bien  dee  jugemeiits  errones.  »  Pout-Atre  pourrait-on  discuter  si 
riiit^toireest  ])ien  un  «  eternel  recommencement  »,niai8cequi  est 
certain,  c'esl  r^ternelleduree  de  la  b(^lise  liumaine,  puisque  «  les 
menses  apborisuics  ont  servi,  au  Senat  romain,  pour  combatlre 
^occupation  de  T Africa,  sous  Louis  XV,  pour  deconsiderer  nos 
efforts  aux  Indos  et  au  Canada,  k  Lamarline  pour  combatlre 
TAJgerie,  k  Cleraenceau  pour  empecber  I'Kgypte  ou  faire  tomber 
Jules  Ferry.  Et,  chose  incroyatde,  ces  arguments,  dont  revene- 
ment  a  toujours  demontr6  I'erreur,  ont  conslammenl  trouve  des 
audileurs  non  aver  lis,  ignoranls  des  precedents  et  pre  Is  k 
les  prendre  pour  argent  comj)laid  »  Les  meilleurs  esprits 
n'^chappent  point  k  certaines  erreurs,  ce  qui  prouve  rulilite  de 
I'experience  personnelle.  Aussi,  le  colonel  Br^mond,  justrment 
soucieux  dune  utilisation  complete  des  activites.  estimee  dans 
rinter^l  general  t  qu'ayant  acquis  lexperience  des  chose*  et  des 
gens,  vous  en  fassiez  profiler  le  service  :  cela  vous  sera  d'aulant 
plus  facile,  que  votre  famille  sera  autour  de  m%us;  el,  bieji  pro- 
bablement,  vons  serez  k  la  troisieme  periode  qu'indiquaient  les 
vieux  Africains  :  dans  la  i)remiere.  on  est  un  fougueux  arabo- 
phile,  dans  la  deuxieme  un  violent  arobopbobe,  et  dans  la  troi- 
sieme on  arrive  enfin  k  etre  arnhojmie.  Cette  classification  s'ap- 
plique  partoul.  » 

K^t-il  meilleur  eioge  dun  livre  ou  tant  d'indications  utiles  el 
de  conseils  avis<^s  se  parent,  pour  convaincre,  d'un  aussi  spirituel 
vAtement?  >      J.  L.  L.       ^ 
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EMBASSY  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

London,   April  26,   1923. 
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The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State 
Washington. 


Sir: 


Dtifnrtment  oi^ 
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J  err 

Divisiofi    o\ 

Polltica)  tnd  Econo.mc  InWmetiWl 
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With  reference  to  this  Embassy's  despatch  No* 2252, 


/7 


of  April  13th  last,  I  havd  the  honor  to  forward  herewith, 
for  the  inforrnation  of  the  Department,  clippings,  in  trip- 
licate, of  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES,  House  of  Commons,  under 
date  of  April  12th  and  16th,  1923,  regarding  the  alleged 
traffic  in  slaves  in  Ahyasinia* 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
'  ?or  the  Ambassador: 


C^^Xa^^uJLu^ 


Post  Wheeler, 
Counselor  of  Embassy. 

Enclosures: 

Clippings,  in  triplicate,  of 

PARLiAIiai TASK  DKBAT3S,   House   of   Commons, 

under   date   of  April  12th   and  16th,    1923. 
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MIDOW^ 


SUBJECT: 


SUMMARY: 


ABYSSINIA  (SLAVE  TRADE)..,       ! 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  asked  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  Treaty  of  1884  between  Great 

Britain  and  Abyssinia  for  the  suppressioil" 
ot    the    slave    trade    is    still    operative; 

whether  he  is  aware  that  this  Treaty  pro- 
vides for  the  prohibition  of  the  buying 
and  selling  of  slaves  within  the  Dominion 
of  Abyssinia,  the  import  and  export  of 
slaves,  and  for  the  protection  of  all 
liberated  slaves,  and  the  severe  punish- 
ment of  those  who  may  attempt  to  reduce 
such  manumitted  slaves  again  to  slavery  ; 
and  whether  His  Majesty's  Grovemment 
proposes  to  make  any  representations  to 
the  Abyssinian  Government  under  this 
Treaty,  with  regard  to  the  reports,  both 
official  and  unofficial,  upon  the  existence 
of  slave-owning  and  slave  traffic,  or 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  await  the  results 
of  the  discussion  of  the  subject  by  the 
League  of  Nations  next  September  t 


l| 


Ir.  R.  McNeill  :  The  Treaty  of  1884 
remains  nominally  operative,  but  is  not 
practically  possible  to  enforce  the  execu- 
tion of  those  of  its  Articles,  namely,  1,  2 
and  3,  which  require  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  Abyssinian  Government.  In  any  case, 
the  hon.  Member  will  observe  that  the 
Negus  only  undertakes  to  carry  them  out 
"  to  the  best  of  his  ability  "  or  to  *'  the 
utmost  of  his  power/'  .The  Treaty  does 
not  prohibit  slave-owning ;  consequently, 
no  representations  about  that  practice 
can  be  based  upon  it.  Representations 
have,  however,  been  made  under  the 
Treaty  in  connection  with  the  only 
authenticated  case  of  export  of  slaves 
from  Abyssinia  in  recent  times,  namely, 
in  regard  to  those  captured  in  a  dhow  in 
the  Red  Sea  by  H.M.8.  "Cornflower" 
last  year.  The  action  suggested  in  the 
last  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  question 
has  therefore  been  anticipated. 
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India  whether  ho  can  state  the  facts 
regarding  the  murder  of  Mrs.  Ellis  at 
Kohat,  and  whether  he  has  any  reassuring 
news  to  communicate  to  the  House  regard 
ing  the  fate  of  the  young  lady  said  to  have 
been  abducted  by  frontier  raiders  ? 

Earl  WINTERTON:  I  can  at  present 
add  little  to  the  accounts  of  this 
deplorable  occurrence  that  have  already 
appeared  in  the  newspapers.  The  Govern- 
ment of  India  report  that  Mrs.  Ellis  was 
murdered  early  on  Saturday  morning, 
and  Miss  Ellis  carried  off,  and  that 
suspicion  rests  on  certain  trans-border 
offenders.  The  ladies  were  sleeping  in  a 
bungalow  next  door  to  the  General's 
bungalow,  where  there  was  a  military 
guard,  but  the  raiders  fired  no  shots  and 
succeeded  in  escaping.  The  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  the  North-West  Frontier 
Province,  telegraphing  later  on  Saturday, 
stated  that  he  had  arrived  at  Kohat  that 
morning,  and  that  the  whole  countryside 
had  been  set  in  motion  on  both  sides  of 
the  border,  and  patrols  were  out  in  all 
directions,  but  that  there  was  so  far  no 
further  news.  The  Chief  Commissioner 
added  that  he  was  sending  up  all  Afridi 
Malika  and  Elders  from  the  Peshawar  and 
Khyber  side  to  the  central  Afridi  areas 
to  assist  in  clearing  up  the  case.  I  regret 
that  I  have  no  news  at  present  regarding 
Misa  Elhs,  but  every  effort  is  being  and 
will  be  made  to  effect  her  rescue,  and  to 
relieve  the  great  anxiety  which  must  be 
felt  by  her  relatives. 

Sir  A.  SHIRLEY  BENN:  Is  the  Noble 
Lord  satisfied  that  all  reasonable  pre- 
cautions were  taken  prior  to  this  outrag»^ 
for  the  protection  of  British  women  at 
Kohat  t 

Earl  WINTERTON:  I  should  say,  from 
my  personal  knowledge — and  I  have  been 
to  Kohat  on  two  occasions  in  October — 
that  both  the  military  and  police  arrange- 
ments for  the  safety  of  the  town  were 
admirable,  but,  of  course,  it  is  difficult  in 
the  case  of  a  town  situated  so  near  a 
turbulent  frontier  as  Kohat  to  ensure 
absolute  security  in  every  circumstance. 
I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  careful 
consideration  will  be  given  to  all  the 
arranoements,  in  view  of  this  tragical 
occurence. 


SLAVE  TRADE,  ABYSSINIA. 

11.  Dr.    CHAPPLE    asked    the    Under- 
Secretary     of     State     for     the     Colonies 
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whether  the  Colonial  Office  has  received 
from  Colonial  officials  any  information 
upon  the  existence  of  slavery  in  Abyssinia ; 
whether  Captain  J.  E.  T.  Philipps,  M.C., 
whose  statements  on  the  subject  have 
been  recently  reported  in  the  Press,  is  an 
official  in  the  Colonial  service;  and,  if  so, 
will  the  Secretary  of  State  call  for  a 
report  from  him  ? 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  the  COLONIES   (Mr.  Ormsby-Gore) : 

As  explained  by  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  his  reply  on 
the  27th  March  to  a  question  addressed 
to  him  by  the  hon.  Member,  the  internal 
affairs  of  Abyssinia  would  not  be  a  matter 
on  which  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  would  expect  to  receive  informa- 
tion from  Colonial  officials;  and,  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  reports  on  slavery  in  that 
country  have  not  been  made  to  the 
Colonial  Office  by  any  such  officials.  The 
report  referred  to  by  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  27th 
March  was  a  special  report  from  the 
Governor  of  Kenya  called  for  as  the  result 
of  an  inquiry  received  from  the  Foreign 
Office.  Captain  J.  E.  T.  Philipps,  who 
now  holds  a  junior  administrative  appoint- 
ment in  the  service  of  the  Government 
of  Uganda,  was  for  a  short  time  in 
Abyssinia  in  1917,  and  has  not  been  there 
recently,  and,  therefore,  the  Secretary  of 
State  does  not  think  it  desirable  to  call 
for  a  report  from  this  officer. 

Dr.  CHAPPLE:  Has  a  report  been 
received  by  the  Colonial  Office  ? 

Mr.  ORMSBY-GORE:  I  believe  that  in 
1917  a  letter  was  received  from  Captain 
J.  C.  Philipps  about  this  matter,  but  that 
is,  obviously,  out  of  date. 

Dr.  CHAPPLE:  Does  that  report 
establish   the  existence  of  slavery? 

Mr.  ORMSBY-GORE:  As  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Under-Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  stated  the  other  day,  domestic  and 
other  forms  of  slavery  do  exist  in 
Abysinnia. 

Captain  BERKELEY:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman   call  for  another  report  t 

26.  Mr.  LI  NF I  ELD  asked  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  haa  information  to  the  effect 
that  British  patrols  upon  the  Abyssinian 
border  have  captured  men  raiding  for 
slaves  in  certain  districts  of  the  Sudan; 
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[Mr.  Linfield.] 
that  the  rifles  of  these  raiders  have  been 
confiscated;  and  that  the  Abysainian* 
Government  stamp  has  frequently  been 
found  on  the  rifles;  and  whether  he  can 
make  a  statement  on  the  subject? 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Ronald 
McNeill)  :  The  reply  to  the  first  part  of 
the  hon.  Member's  question  is  in  the 
negative  and  the  points  raised  in  the  re- 
mainder of  the  question,  therefore,  do  no^ 
arise. 


PALESTINE. 

Jordan  Hydroelectric  Scheme. 

12.  Mr.  BECKER  asked  the  Under- 
Becretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  what 
progress  has  been  made  with  the 
harnessing  of  water  power  for  producing 
electrical  energy  from  the  River  Jordan  ; 
and  are  contracts  for  plant  and  equip- 
ment  being  placed   in    this   country  t 

Mr.  ORMSBY-GORE:  The  actual  work 
of  equipping  the  station  and  plant  for 
the  Jordan  hydro-electric  scheme  caitiiot 
be  undertaken  until  the  formation  of  the 
company  which  is  to  hold  the  concession 
has  been  completed  ;  but  I  am  informed 
that,  concurrently  with  the  legal  pro- 
cedure which  this  involves  good  progress 
is  being  made  with  the  preparation  of 
plans  and  specifications,  which  will  enable 
tenders  for  plant  and  equipment  to  be 
called   for. 


^ 


Loan. 

13.  Mr.  BECKER  asked  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  how 
the  Palestine  Loan  will  be  floated  on  the 
same  basis  as  other  Colonial  loans  ;  and 
is  the  credit  of  the  Palestine  Government 
sufficient  to  guarantee  the  success  of  the 
proposed  loan  ? 

Mr.  ORMSBY-GORE:  It  has  not  yet 
be♦^n  decided  whether  the  Palestine  loan 
will  be  issued  through  a  finance  house,  as 
was  the  recent  British  Guiana  loan,  or  by 
the  Crown  Agents.  A  prospectus  will  be 
issued  giving  all  necessary  information 
when  the  loan  is  issued  which  will  set  out 
all  relevant  facts,  and  in  the  meantime  I 
cannot  anticipate  the  statement  which  will 
be  set  out  in  the  prospectus. 

Mr.  BECKER:  When  will  this  pros- 
pectus le  issued  ? 


Mr.  ORMSBY-GORE:  When  the  loan  is 
issued.  I  hope  it  will  be  in  the  course  of 
a  month  or  six  weeks. 

Sir  C.  YATE:  Will  the  British  Govern- 
ment be  responsible  for  the  loan  1 

Mr.  ORMSBY-GORE:  Na 

British  Teoops. 

16.  Mr.     BECKER     asked    the    Under 
^cretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he 
can  give  any  information  as  to  when  the 
British    troops    will    be    withdrawn    from 
Palestine? 

if 

Mr.  ORMSBY-GORE  :  1  would  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  reply  given  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Prime  Minister  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kennington  on  the 
26th  February,  to  which  I  have  nothing 
to  add. 


IRELAND. 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary  (D.  Hartery). 

14.  Mr.    ROBERT    MORRISON    asked 
the    Under-Secretary    of     State    for    the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that  David 
Hartery,  Tottenham,  was  disbanded  from 
the       Royal       Irish      Constabulary       in 
February,     1922;     that    in    August    last, 
being  unemployed,  he  applied  to  have  his 
compensation     allowance     commuted     in 
order    that    he    might   purchase    a    small 
business   to  earn    a  living;   that  between 
August  and  December  he  sent  to  the  Re- 
settlement    Department     particulars     of 
five  businesses,   three  of  which  were  sub- 
sequently    withdrawn     by     the     vendors, 
owing  to  the  delay  of  the  Department  in 
coming  to  a  decision,  and  the  other  two 
were  declared  unsuitable;  that  in  Decern 
ber     last    he     found     a    business     which 
satisfied     all     the     requirements    of     the 
Department,  and  after  all  arrajigements 
had  been   made   and   his   pension   papers 
called    in    he    was    rejected    on    inedical 
grounds,      although       two      independent 
doctors  have   since  certified   and  that  he 
is  in  good  physical  health  and  free  from 
any       ascertainable       organic       disease; 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  as  a  result  of 
this   unexpected    decision   after    the   man 
had   been   led   to  believe   for   five  months 
that    his    compensation    would    be    com- 
muted  if   he    found    a   satisfactory  busi- 
ness, he  is  now  in  debt  and  for  the  past 
two     months     has    been    an    inmate    of 
Edmonton    workhouse;    and    whether    he 
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I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  enclosed. 


for  the  information  of  the  Department,  ooples  in  triplicate 
of  a  British  Government  White  Paper  entitled  ABT33IHIA, 
No.  1.  (1933)  CORRESPONDENCE  Rl!;SPECTING  SLAVERY  IN 
ABYSSIKIA.  Cmd.  1856. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  obedient   servstnt. 

Post  Wheeler, 
Chargtf  d' Affaire 8  a^ 
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No.  1. 

Mr,  Churchill  to  Sir  E.  Northey  (Nairobi). 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  February  16,  1922. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  articles  have  recently 
appeared  in  the  press  in  which  the  statement  is  made  that,  owing  to 
the  systematic  depopulation  of  the  outlying  districts  of  Abyssinia,  the 
supply  of  slaves  is  being  kept  up  by  raids  into  Kenya. 

2.  1  have  to  request  that  you  will  cause  enquiry  to  be  made 
whether  there  is  any  foundation  for  this  statement,  and  will  furnish 
me  with  a  report. 

I  have,  &c. 

WINSTON  S.  CHURCHILL. 


No.  2. 

Mr.  C.  Russell  to  the  Marquess  Curzon  of  Kedleston. — {Received 

April  2i.) 

My  Lord,  Addis  Ababa,  March  80,  1922. 

My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  press  report  of  a  question  in 
Parliament  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  Abyssinia. 

The  statement  made  in  reply  that  the  slave  trade  is  on  the  increase 
in  this  country  is  inaccurate,  according  to  all  information  at  my 
disposal.  The  gradual  depopulation  of  the  slave-producing  districts, 
and  the  deUmitation  of  the  frontiers  of  Abyssinia,  which  now  march 
everywhere  with  those  of  civilised  Powers,  have  necessarily  led  for 
many  years  past  to  a  dechne  in  the  slave  trade.  In  the  Report  on 
Egypt  and  the  Soudan  for  1920*  (p.  134)  occur  some  observations 
confirmatory  of  this. 

I  beg  leave  to  express  my  regret  that  occasion  was  not  taken  to 
contradict  the  report  that  His  Majesty's  Legation  make  a  practice  of 
handing  over  fu^ptive  slaves  to  their  owners. 

I  have,  &c. 

CLAUD  RUSSELL. 
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Major  Dodds  to  the  Marquess  Curzon  of  Kedleston, — {Received 

Sej^tertiber  1©.) 

My  Lord,  Addis  Ababa,  August  16,  1922. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  report  that  on  the  5th  instant  twenty-Bix  ^ 
Hberated  slaves  arrived  here  from  Aden  in  charge  of  a  havildar  ot  ^ 
the  Aden  pohce  and  four  sepoys  with  the  attached  letter  from  the 

Acting  Resident  at  Aden. 

The  uninterrupted  journey  of  the  party  to  the  capital  is 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  tactful  maiuier  in  which  the  havildar  carried 
out  his  duties.  In  view  of  the  nature  of  the  party  in  this  case,  and 
that  they  were  accompanied  by  five  uniformed  British  poUcemen, 
their  Bpeedy  arrival  at  Addis  Ababa  without  incide^t  is  surprising. 

I  lost  no  time  in  bringing  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Abys- 
sinian Goverimient,  and  I  requested  them  to  assist  me  to  obtain  the 
manuiniaftion  of  tb^  slaves  according  to  local  customs,  and  to 
repatriate  them  to  their  countries.  I  explained  that  Shahema-bin- 
Umar  was  in  the  hands  of  the  French  authorities  at  Jibuti.  I  have 
received  a  letter  in  reply  from  Bas  Taffari,  a  translation  of  which  I 
enclose  for  your  Lordship's  information.  In  the  meantime  the 
twenty -six  people  remain  at  this  Legation,  and  I  am  having  them 
housed  and  fed. 

The  receipt  of  your  Ijordship's  instructions  to  hberate  the  slaves 
employed  by  Legation  servants  coincided  with  the  arrival  of  the  party 
from  Aden,  and  I  took  the  opportunity  to  speak  to  Bas  Taffari  on 
this  subject  at  the  same  time.  He  has  also  promised  to  help  me  in 
any  manner  I  require  in  this  connection. 

I  am  now  proceeding  with  this  matter,  and  I  find  it  to  be  more 
easily  accomplished  than  I  anticipated. 

The  servants,  with  two  exceptions,  are  perfectly  willing  to  give 
their  slaves  freedom,  and  in  almost  every  case  they  refuse  to  accept 
the  price  originally  paid  for  the  slaves,  either  from  His  Majesty*? 
Government  or  the  slaves  themselves. 

I  have,  (tc. 

HUGH  DODDS. 


Enclosure  1  in  Nq.  3. 


Acting  Political  Resident,  Aden,  to  Major  Dodds. 

Sir,  Aden,  July  24,  1922. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  commander  of  H.M.S, 
Cornflower '  *  captured  a  dhow  near  the  Hedjaz  coast  containing 
alavM,  whom  ha  removed  and  brought  with  the  crew  to  Aden.  During? 
the  trial  it  was  ascertained  that  an  Abyssinian,  named  Shahema-bin- 
Umar,  had  been  pealing  in  slaves,  whom  he  purchased  either  on  his 
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own  behalf  or  as  a  broker  in  the  interior  of  Abyssinia  and  shipped 
at  Tadjoorah  for  the  Arabian  coast. 

Shahema  has  been  discharged  at  the  Aden  court  for  want  of 
jurisdiction  as  he  is  not  a  British  subject  and  the  offence  was  not 
committed  in  British  territorial  waters.  Orders  for  the  deportation 
to  Jibuti  of  Shahema  and  his  nephew  Abdul  Kader,  age  about 
12  years,  have  been  issued,  and  I  have  informed  the  French  consul 
S  ^       of  the  facts  in  case  the  French  authorities  at  Jibuti  wish  to  take 

further  action  in  the  matter. 

The  released  slaves,  whose  names  are  attached,  are  being 
repatriated  to  Abyssinia  via  Jibuti  under  police  escort.  I  shall  be 
grateful  if  arrangements  can  be  made  to  take  them  over  from  tho 
police  and  to  send  them  to  their  homes.  I  also  request  that  the 
matter  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Abyssinian  Government,  if  you 
see  no  objection. 

I  have,  &c. 

C.  BARRETT. 


? 


f^ 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  8. 

Ras  Taffari  to  Major  Dodds. 
(Translation.) 
(After  greetings.) 

I  AM  in  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  8th  August,  1922,  relative 
to  the  twenty-six  slaves  who  have  been  caught  in  a  dhow  at  the  Hedjaz 
coast.  We  are  quite  willing  to  help  these  Uberated  slaves  and  to  let 
them  live  in  liberty  wherever  they  like.  If  they  prefer  to  go  to  their 
respective  countries  we  shall  give  them  suflScient  money  for  their 
provisions  and  also  a  man  who  will  escort  them  to  the  place,  and  we 
shall  give  them  a  certificate  for  their  liberty  so  that  they  would  not 
be  claimed  as  slaves  for  a  second  time.  Should  they  prefer  to  live  in 
this  country  we  shall  also  give  them  a  certificate  for  their  freedom. 
And  if  they  are  desirous  of  learning  we  shall  put  them  in  touch  with 
learned  men  of  our  country  and  will  arrange  that  they  should  be 
educated  in  the  churches  and  convents,  and  we  shall  give  them  their 
clothing  and  rations  during  the  time  they  are  at  school. 

As  we  were  very  desirous  of  finding  out  to  catch  and  punish  these 
slave  raiders,  we  have  to  inform  you  to  send  us  the  copy  containing 
the  conversation  of  these  liberated  slaves,  if  they  have  been  examined, 
whether  they  knew  the  persons  and  places  wherefrom  they  have  been 
raided. 

(Seal  of  Ras  Taifari.) 
August  12,  1922  (7th  Naha$ei,  1914). 
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Sir  U,  T.  Coryndon  to  Mr.  ChtirchUl. — {tleceivei  l^ovemhef  14.) 

Sir,  Nairoti,  Septernher  Ste,  HfiH. 

With  referenee  to  your  despatch  of  the  I6th  f'ebruaty  Itof, 
regarding  alleged  B^ave  raids  on  the  pari  of  AbysBinians  into  the 
northern  territories  of  £his  colony,  I  have  the  honour  to  inforni  you 
that  the  delay  in  replying  to  your  despatcfi  tias  been  due  to  the 
necessity  for  making  enquiries  from  remote  stations  in  the  northern 
frontier  district. 

2.  Although  Abyssinian  raids  into  British  ferrttory  are  under- 
tajcen  with  a  primary  view  to  capture  of  stock  or  for  hunting,  game, 
whei*e  opportunity  offers  the  capture  of  women  and  children  does 
take  place,  though  happily  very  few  instances  occur. 

8i  The  Oalbbra  who  used  to  live  in  our  territory  near  the  frontier, 
having  no  pro^ction  from  us,  went  into  Abyssinia  to  live,  but  again 
fled  back  to  our  territory  and  sought  refuge  at  Marsabit.  The  reason 
they  gave  was  that  it  was  not  the  loss  of  stock  to  the  bandits  and 
Gallaba  so  much  as  the  taking  of  the  women  and  children  that  they 
could  bear  no  longer.  Tbife  raiding  should  now  cease,  in  some 
measure,  as  there  is  to  be  a  garrison  at  Northern  Horr,  and  later 
will  be  one  on  the  Ld^ke  iJhore^  %hen  the  propped  scheme  to  put 
boats  at  Liongalani  is  carried  into  practice. 

I  have,  &c. 

R.  T.  CORYNDON,  Govtmof. 
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No.  15572 


AMERICAN    CONSULATE    GENERAL, 

London,  Bn gland » 


^         A^ 


—Subject 


^  idysisiKiA. 


August  1,    19 


Division    of 

and  tcunofnic  Irrfonnation 


DBPARTVENf  OK  STATE 

The  Honorabl 

The  Secretary  of  State.  ,  ^ 

Washington  nlar  lastlRx  affairs 


Sir 


e^(,^^ci-^^'^-K 


,W6^ 


I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
Department,  that  there  appears  to  he  a  considerable  amount 
of  apparently  benevolent  interest  in  this  country  in  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  Abyssinia,  especially  with  regard  to 
what  is  described  as  '^slave-raiding***   Suggestions  are  made 
from  time  to  time  in  the  press  and  in  Parliament  on  this 
subject,  usually  implying  that  something  should  be  done, 
although  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Govemment  of  Abyssinia 
is  aggressive,  or  that  the  institution  of  slavery,  as  it 
exists  in  Abyssinia,  is  particularly  objectionable  consider- 
ing the  primitive  mannezsand  customs  which  there  obtain. 
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I  enclose  an  editorial  article  from  the  T! 


%'\\< 


of  today 


on  this  subject  coupling  with  it  the  remark  that  the  United 
States  is  not  represented  officially  in  Abyssinia,  although 
we  have  a  considerable  trade  in  that  country,  and  althou^ 
political  developments  may  occur  in  that  region  respecting 
which  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  have  full  information, 
if  they  do  occur, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your 


850.4-RPS/JTS 
SQolosure* 


Robert  P;   Skinner 
American  Consul  General. 
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ChcX^.4A.C^        /(f  Z     Z 


Abyssinian  Slave*Raiding. 

The  statement  which  Lobd  Cuw&on  made  in 
the  House  of  Lorda  on  Monday  ahout  the 
Ahyaainian  slave  trade  is  disappointing.  He 
complained  that  information  used  in  the 
debate  was  four  yean  old,  but  he  did  not  bring 
it  up  to  date  or  encourage  much  expectation  that 
it  would  soon  be  brought  up  to  date.  The  in- 
formation of  the  Government,  he  said,  "  such  as 
'*it  is,"  is  that  things  have  greatly  improved, 
and  he  expressed  the  praiseworthy  desire  to  get 
from  our  representatives*  reports  on  the  tflua- 
tion  as  it  actually  stands.  T^at  is  what  ^  all 
desire  But  Lord  Curz^  explained  thsWour 
Consuls  in  Abyssinia  arc  not  Consuls  in  the 
ordinar^  jpnse,  and  that  they  had  not  sent 
reports  iSon*  slave-raiding  probably 
>%ot  send  reports  upon  anythi 


they  do%ot  send  reports  upon  anythi^     He 
promised    to    write    to    them  iand    sdi^  that 
we     should     like     reports     on     this     question, 
but     he     cannot     tell     whether     the     reports 
will  come  in  time  to  be  placed  before  the  League 
of  Nations  when  it  takes  up  the  question  this 
month,  and  he  doubta  very  much  whether  that 
body  will  have  received  sufficient  information 
from  ourselves  and  other  Powers  to  enable  it 
to  take  any  definite  action   at  the  forthcoming 
meeting.     The  Government,  of  course,  **  will  not 
**  withhold"  anything  useful  they  may  know,  but 
they  appear  to  be  uncertain  whether  their  know- 
ledge will  be  very  extensive  or  very  valuable. 
Lord    Curzon    counsels   caution    in    expecting 
warm  cooperation  from  the  Regent,  Ras  Tafari. 
The  degree  of  cooperation  to  be  expected  from 
this  potentate  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt.     In 
the  interview  with  our  Correspondent   referred 
to  in  the  debate,  HiB  HiOHNEsa  stated  that,  if 
requested,  his  Government  were  very  willing  to 
pive  the  League  all  the  information  on  slavery 
in  their  possession.     He  seems,  too,  to  have  ad- 
mitted that  the  League  might  properly  send  a 
Commission   to  Abyssinia  to   inquire   into   the 
question  of  slavery,  provided  that  the  Commis- 
sion    also    visited     neighbouring     British     and 
French  territory.  He  added  that  the  Abyssinian 
Government  were  ready  to  cooperate   heartily 
with  the  League  in  any  measures  adopted  by 
it  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
that    they    themselves    were    endeavouring    to 
suppress   it.     Lord    Curzon    appears   to   have 
amplified  the   Rboknt's   promise  to   concur   in 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  into  a  promise 
to  concur  in  the  suppression  of  slavery,  and  to 
have  instructed  the  British  representative  to  in- 
quire from  Ras  Tatari  whether,  in  fact,  he  had 
promised  to  cooperate  with  the  League  in  the 
suppression  of  slavery.    Naturally  and  truthfully, 
the  Rboknt  oould  reply  that  he  never  had  given 
a  promise  of  the  sort.     The  distinction  between 
the  permission  of  slavery  as  a  status  and  the 
permission   of    the   slave   trade    is   a    consnon« 
place  in  the  long  history  of  ihe  warfare  against 
slavery   which   it   has   been    the   glory    of   this 
country  to  le€kl  for  nearly  150  years. 


Lord    Curzon    said    that    in    reply    to    the 
League's    request   for   information   the   Govern- 
ment had  declared   that  nothing  had  occurred 
in     our    territories     to    justify     apprehensions 
of  a  recrudescence  of    slavery,    and    he    stated, 
further,     that     he     could     find     no     evidence 
to     show     that      a      good      deal      of      slave- 
raiding    still    took     place     in      British     terri- 
tory.   Lord  Gaintord  observed  in  answer  that  , 
last     year     the     then     Under- Skcrs^by     {or 
FoREiai^    Affairs    had    acknowledgea    in    the 
House    of   Commons   the   receipt  of  reports   of 
widespread  and  growing  slave  traffic,  and  Lord 
jrfLAQLAN%iffirmed  that  there  is  a  certain  amount 
of  slave- raiding  and  traffic    along    the    Sudan- 
Abyssinia    frontier.      It    is    not,    indeed,    alto- 
gether ibasy  to   reconcile  the  assurance   to  the 
^League    and    the    general    optimism    of    Lord 
Curzon  with  such  evidence  as  that  of  the  report 
received    from    the   Governor    of    Kenya    last 
autumn    and    with     information     from     other 
sources.    Sir  Robrrt  Coryndon  stated  in  effeot 
that  women  and  children  were  still  carried  off 
from   Kenya  into  Abyssinia,  **  though    happily 
**  very  few  instances  occur.*'     Then,  a  year  ago, 
twenty-six  slaves  were  taken  by  H.M.S.  Corn- 
flower  off   the     Hedj&z    coast,    liberated,    and 
brought  to  the  Abyssinian  capital.     Rightly  or 
wrongly,  Ras  Tafari   asserted    to    our    Corre- 
spondent at  the  interview  in  question    that  the 
slave-raiders  on   the    Anglo-Abyssinian    border 
are    Arabs    and    Baluchis — and    Baluchis    are 
British   subjects — as   often    as   they    are   Abys- 
sinians,  and  that  the  Arab  owners  of  the  dhows 
which   transport  the  captives  into  slavery   are 
generally   Frenrh   or    British   subjects. 

We  do  not  think  that  the  British  pablio  will 
be  quite  so  complacent  as  their  Government  on 
the  question  of  slave-raiding  and  the  slave  trade 
in  Abyssinia.  Slave-owning  is  a  domestic 
custom  in  Aby^v^inia,  and  according  to  the  best 
information  available  it  df^es  not  cause  suffer- 
ing or  even  undue  hardship  to  the  slaves.  It 
is  part  of  a  social  system.  But  slave-raiding 
is  an  iniquity  which  this  country  is  not  in- 
clined to  condone.  That  men,  women,  and 
I  children  should  be  torn  from  their  homes, 
I  shipx)©d  across  tha  water  in  opea  dho.ws,  where 
-  —    ■  -      -  —     .  ^^^.^^___^__^_^__^___^___ 

they  are  liable  to  perish  from  hunger  and 
exposure,  and  sent,  if  they  survive,  to  work 
as  slaves  in  an  alien  land,  is  an  evil  that 
may  fortunately  now  be  rare,  but  an  evil  against 
which  the  pubbc  conscience  utterly  revolts.  The 
Rboknt  of  Abyssinia,  as  appears  from  an  article 
on  another  page,  has  his  difficulties  to  confront. 
That  makes  it  all  the  more  to  his  credit  if  he 
is  really  prepared  to  assist  the  League  of 
Nations  in  a  work  of  common  humanity. 
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DEPimBfr  BF  STATE 
ICAN  C6NSULATE, 


,  Arabia,  IIov6ml>er  20,   1923. 


Suaterr^  Domestic  Slavery  In  AbysBlnla  Difficult 

Suppress; 


to 


T<»ffi  Honorable 


(/     ^^^''^<<^^^*^  Secretary 


OF  State, 
Washington. 


I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that  Increasing  Inte 
Is  being  manifested  in  the  attempt  to  suppress  the  slare  tra 
from  Abyssinia  to  Arabian  ports.  The  existence  of  domestic  I   "^ 
slavery  In  Abyssinia  is  well  known.  That  there  is  great  pro^^PitT  ^ 
in  running  slayes  across  the  ^ed  Sea  to  Arabia  is  also  well 
known.  Undoubtedly  Has  Tafarl  and  his  Government  are  doing  all 
that  they  can  to  suppress  this  traffic  in  accordance  with  their 
pledges  to  the  league  of  nations.   Unfortunately  they  are  not 


all-powerful,  however,  and  the  custom  has  become  deep  rooted. 
From  reports  received  from  people  who  have  travelled  in  the 


o 
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Interior  of  Arabia,  it  .is  learned  that  the  Arab  ordinarily     ^^ 
treats  his  slaves  with  kindness,  and  in  all  probability  a  greatj*=  j 


number  of  the  slave  class,  if  given  the  choice,  would  prefer 
to  be  slaves  in  Arabia  than  free  in  Abyssinia . 

Perhaps  not  doubting  the  good  intentions  of  the 
Abyssinian  Government,  but  only  with  a  desire  to  cooperate 
and  assist,  the  British,  French  and  Italian  Governments  have 

y 

agreed  each  to  put  in  commieBlon  a  ship  for  the  pTzrpoee   of 
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>nly 


oapture 
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oapture  in  July,  1922,  of  a  dhow  containing  27  slaves  by 
the  British  ship  COBUKLOWER,  as  reported  in  this  Consulate's 
despatches  Hos.  46  and  10,  dated  July  10,  and  25,  respective- 


ly. 


It  must  he  admitted  that  it  is  proving  difficult 


to  get  complete  cooperation  in  this  matter.   The  Italian 
officials  at  Asmeura  have  shown  only  lukewarm  interest.  Their 
patrol  ship  can  be  seen  tied  with  great  regularity  to  the 
pier  in  Massowah.  A  meeting  under  the  lee  of  a  little  loiown 
island  in  the  Hed  Sea,  for  the  purpose  of  making  plans  and 
arrangements  for  a  more  efficient  covering  of  the  territory, 
was  attended  by  the  British  Captain  only.   The  Captain  of 
the  -French  ship,  however,  appears  to  be  more  energetic,  but 
states  very  emphatically  that  he  cannot  guarantee  a  boat 
load  of  slaves  every  trip  he  makes.   The  nere  fact,  however, 
that  the  slave  traders  know  that  patrol  ships  are  on  the 
Bed  Sea,  and  may  turn  up  anywhere  at  unexpected  moments,  is 
considered  very  beneficial. 

That  this  is  so,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  other 
methods  of  delivering  their  slaves  are  coming  into  use.  Very 
recently  a  gentleman  appeared  in  Aden,  with  passports  visaed 
by  the  British  Legation  at  Adis  Abeba  for  himself  and  tw3 
sons,  for  the  journey  to  j«Io]calla.  After  a  careful  investiga- 
tion  of  all  three  separately,  the  First  Assistant  Hesident 
suspected  something  irregular  and  sent  them  back  to  Abyssinia. 
The  Legpition  subsequently  forwarded  the  information  that  the 
boys  had  in  reality  been  discovered  to  be  slaves. 

It  is  probable,  however,  that  it  will  prove  ybtj 
difficult  to  completely  suppress  slave  running  to  Arabia. 

Dhows 


-3- 


Dhows  are  constantly  crossing  the  ited  Sea,    Innocently 
engaged  in  carrying  ^ins,   gums  and  other  products  from 
Africa  and  it  will,   of  course,   be  impossible  to   stop  and 
search  every  one.     The  slave  traders  furthermore  are 
extremely  wily,   having  learned  many  tricks  from  their 
experiences  in  gun  running  during  1917,     Per  the  present, 
therefore,   it  can  only  be  hoped  that  a  series  of  luclcy 
captures,    followed  by  severe  punishment  of  the  Captains, 
or  more  preferably,    if  evidence  can  be    obtained,   of   the 
agents  or  merchents  who  eoaployed  them,   will  make  the  game 
too  risky  to  be  considered  profitable. 


I  have   the  honor  to  be.    Sir, 

Tour  obedient   servant. 


RaymoOT.  Davis 
American  Consul. 


File  No.    800. 

850.4. 


^.     « 


""»••• 


I      III      ■nil       I  hill 


',>! 


ft-  ' 


:/? 


• 


> 


No.  lei. 


AMERICAN  CONSULATE, 


A(!len,  Aral)ia,    January  16,   1924. 


J 


/ 


Subject: 


Sla-vory  in  Abyssinia. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 


Washington. 


Sir: 


IvB  measures 


I  hove  the  honor  Xoj  rejpoTt  dti!^ 
are  now  heing  taken  hy  His  HighneW7-iUk«uj^ali!i;|V''^tt^'>f ii^t  and 
ultimately  suppress   slarery  in  Ahyssinia.     Of  course,   as  It  seems 
to  be  generally  understood,    the  immediate  and  complete  abolition 
of  slavery  and  the  giving  of  freedom  to  all"  slaves,   cannot  be      "^ 


1 


si 


accomplished  and   ixroul^  avail  veiy  little  if  done*     The  sla've  s 
would  have  no  where  to  go  but  back  to  their  former  masters,      ^n 
addition  to   this,   many  of  the  chiefs  in  the   interior  are  naturally 
against  Has  Tafari   in  this  moTeoiBnt,   who  at   present  is  not  power- 
ful enough  to   take  aotive  measures  against  them  all* 

The  official  proclamation  against   the   tr^fic    in 
slaves,   was  issued   in  September,    1923^     As  further  evidence    of 
his  good  intentions.   His  Highness   is  this  week  proceeding  in 
person,   accompanied  by  Dr.  Lambie,   the  Director   of  the  American 
Hospital  at  Mis  Ababa,   to    a  particularly  troublesome  province, 
to   read   to  the  chiefs  the  proclamation,    to  establish  a  border 
police  and  to    threaten  any  and  all  offenders  with  immediate  and 
severe  punishnent. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Consulate  that  His  Highness 
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Is  sincere  in  his  deteiminatlon  to  aapprees  slavery,  and 
that  gradually  and  in  due  course  of  time,  he  will  meet 
with  success. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your^ohedient  servant. 


Haymond  ^avis 
Merioan  Consul. 


( 


Y 


Pile  No.  850.4. 


i 


r 


i 


"^p-.^'ir    '".  ^1  l»J^" 


^^^mA  **      ^* 


•*»  ^ 


DOCUMENT  FILE 


NOTE 


IT 


^A« 


L^'^/yte?*^^- 


-f^<^^:iift.;' 


,  >  7rVv"i»iV  ■X'^ 


:   --^ 


-  ■^::  ■■  :'V^:  % 


\ 

"v 

SEE ...  .?.«Ue4ZTL___ FOR Ml?. 1  ) 

FROM  -.-Jl!l?»!.j£L5»L?. (..  .A.t^.«r.*.?n )  DATED  J>«9  •.AW.???.... 

TO  ^^^  i-im  0,0 


REGARDING: 


All6ff«d  Abvstlnlan  slave  rald«  Into  British  icast  ifrloai^ 
and  proolamatlon  of  Abyssinian     Goveronent  against 
sw5h  raldlz^. 


CO 


■a^ 


«i 


^ 


^ 


-i% 


i 


■•)■■ 


1 


^"-v 


•* 


■i  , 


.^ 


/      4 

.>'' 


v^\ 


% 


DOCUMENT  FILE 


NOTE 


AxlAii 
FROM .77.:... 

TO 


FOR defj>!LtP-h..#ieS._. 


(    Jf^rlC  )  DATED .P???.?.?l».i?-26 


1— lUT   o  r  o 


NAMC 


REGARDING: Slavery  and  iBaaltlon»  in  AbTBtinia,   Tr«n«»it«  oopies 


of  three  articles   flroni  WESTMINSTER  (UZETTE  of  January  187 
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AitA,  A>«>ia,   PMfiiF   tl.   If  It 


80WT:        8laT«ry  «iA  ifmltl0B«  la  A^«l&im«     tr«a»«it* 


tiBf  ATtUlM  trm  tlM    ''•MlliiiMttf  OAS^tU"* 


TEE  EOiTORABL!! 


THS  SBCRrPARY  OF  STATE, 

WA8HIBGT0I,  D.    C. 


8Iii; 


I  hsvt  the  >o*i5r  to  tmcrtlt  h«ra«lt>i,  as  of  proscat 
lntc»ro5t,  ooptaB  «f  thr*s   artlalaf  ^hloB  app^aroA  In  tho  *f«»i- 
•Izii^t^r  luzttto**  on  ^anu^T^  X8,  19  vind  30,   X9S8,  apparantlj 
«ritt«n  for  tho  purpfso   af  aronsln^^  tha  Srltlofc  pnl5llo  njntnft 
tb4  tap97tetl3n  «f  etmn  Into  ibjssljiia.     7h«  pcilnt  of  Isnoilat^ 
lattirest  to    ti«rlotu\0  la  tho  prot^iat  a^lnat  XMn  m^^iasldn  of 
a  oort&ln  •hlTmant  of  AiierlOMja  rifl*fl  onA  fiantnltion  solA  tt 
kairo  V»«n  tawfjorarlly  aoVilncf*.   ut  Djibouti,   In  ?r<»noh  Sownll^ 


land* 


?U#  art lu lot  er*  wrltton  In  n  xivthor  n#rfoTvlA 


•tjrlot  "^^  «  oaiofxl  roTlo*?  of  than  f'llla  to  cboT  i\n^  aorloaa 
•xagg«rAtlon:9<     Tho7  '*53:4   o^vlouiXj'  wrltt/w  In  a  -yt^ix-wr  l?i- 


tandad  to  catoh  t)M  public  (^70,  and  nuoh  o^in  >«  Tor^rlTon  la 
t1«w  of  t}ia  purpoao  of  tlw  ne^aujo,  l«o»   to  italataln  B2*itlaii 
yrootl^o  in  Ab/o«lnla  imd  to  ^ralcot  ^rltluh  gu'b^out.i  alaaf 
tha  SoAan  and  TLviiyu  frontlaro* 


Zho  ox^)roaaa%l  Aoaire  that  aTma  luporta  Into  i 
ainiu  bo  p7oTOAtad  b/  tfco  imltod  tiotlon  of  Trruat  irltcxln, 
Xtalj  and  i^raoaa,  for  tka  tola  atataA  parpaaa  tf  proYtritlac 


*.  A.. 


t  f 


». 


fmrth«r  wlmy  raids,  !•  ptmlBmwrU^^  ^mt  f«tllt«    fimm««« 


9«rti«ilArXy,  m»yr  \tm  o«««ftr*t«A  witb  Or«»t  irltaim  la 


▲l|r«sUU.     If  tldt  ImA  b«#a  p«s8lU«,   t)i«  sitiatUii  wmOA 

iMTt  W«a  fTMttlj  aiapllfUd.     it  is  ^txat  «f  Hilt 
ri^mlij,  i—l9mai  Mdntalm^a  Hj  ite  fr«n«k,  tlM*  %1m  •rltisk 
ittmlflt«r  •xfr«ss«i  kit  tanMst  A««lyt  ftr  ABtriiMi  •••^•i*- 
U«i  wltk  (hrtat  Irltalm  f  «r  tlM  «npir«B«liA  sf  •Isini  rait- 
iBf  (A«4^at«li  !••  fP,  fiifa  §)•    It  ^U«T«t  that  iiMTiaoi 
fartr  with  Um  AliTsslBiMi  OiranaiBt  la  mXrmk$  mimtgh  ta 
§!▼•  tha  QhLitad  Stataa  pawar  ta  axart  atrang  aaiml  laflaaMa 
In  tlda  dlraatlaa. 

Tlia  r^mrmtf  ta  alaTaa  within  tha  praalnata 
af  tha  IrlUah  LacaUan  waa  waU*fandad  at  tha  tiaa  tha 
aaalaaad  artiaXaa  wara  ttflttan.     Thia  aattar,  hawwrar. 


diapaaad  9t.  a  Shart  tlaa  thavaaftar,  whan  tha  iritiah 


Chtffa  d*lffaixaa  iaMad  tm  adlat  ta  axpal  all  ala^aa 


ad  1|r  •mplMj—m  af  tha  Iiacatiaa*     fhia  rmlimf 


anfaraad 


•a^arthalaaa  •     Tha  aogplafaa  aa«ld  mat  vULaratamd  wlqr  thagr 


aha«ld  ha  •mfUmA  U  flim^iLUk  thair  par 


alhait  «M  mU  praparty  taak  tha  tmm  af 


SaMa  af  tha  aoplayaa  prafarvad  ta  raliafmiah  thair  a^pla^ 


t,  thia  harlac  htaA  tha  pvacarihad  altaimaAlTa,  hit 


at  af  thaa  aanpliad*    ffhna  alcrarj  aa  laagar  asiata  la 


tha  Iritiah  Xagatiaa.    Ibrp  aaaaaivahlj  tha  apaaifia  wUat 
far  thia  rmliaf .  fraa  tha  Iritiah  faralfa  Offiaa,  wm  tha 


raamlt  •!  tha  pmhUaaliaa  af  thaaa  arUalaa  U  tha 
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fr«W^lj  ••rr««t  in  tlMlr  •«Mlm*i«i  that  "slMrt  cf  • 


A«lih«rat«  and  •rnKgattlkuiaiy  mmmrti^a  •!  B«r«p««n  amtli#» 


rii^  ••••••  thaw  aypaara  ta  W  aa  nay  ^  iliiak  tha  aziat* 

inc  agrtt«a  of  alaraiy  la  A^aaiala  aaa  ha  ahallahaA***     TIm 
aaataa  la  taa  4aaflj  r99%ml  la  tha  Btldaflaa  faadal  aystaa 


Durlag  ay  hrlaf  flalt  ta  Ahyaalala  I  aaa  haarlj  Imraaaai 


tlMt  Bogr  alaTt  a«iara  vaalt  ha  taaltatlj 


lla^ad  If  thaj  aaalA  rallaqalih  tha  flamalal  hoHLaa  aa- 


talla4  h/  thalr  aaaraa  •r  haairada  af  haaaa  ahattala* 
Tha  alaTaa,  la  tha  Capital  at  laaat»  ta  aa  aaafal  work, 
thalr  aanaaptlaa  af  thair  Aala  datj  ta  thalr  oaaara 
halag  tha  amaaantal  faaatlaa  •t  raanlae  haalda  hla  aa 


tha  faw  aaaaal«Aa  aha  a  ha  rldaa  farth  apaa  hla  aaaat* 


It  la  aa  aaay  Ufa,  aad  tha  alaaa  ^  paapla  aaad  aa  ala^aa 


daalra  aa  ath 

fha  laaldaat  ^i  tha  Aaarlaaa  Alyaaat  •!  aaal- 
tlaaa  daatUad  far  Ak^ataU  saftasta  aaathar  aldallfht 
aa  iacla-fraaah  rlTalry.     Thla  liiljaaat,  tha  aal/  taa  af 
Ita  klad  aa  raaait,  aaa  aarahaaad  Im  If  10  hf  Ata  faalaa 


la,  afaalal  Aliraalalaa  aBJaaary  ta  jtoarlaa  tm  thla 
aad  athar  faryaaaa*    la  thaai^tlaaal/  faialttad  tha  ai«a 


ta  ha  Alypad  ta  AAtB  rcthar  1h«i  )gr  •  dlraat  haat  ta 
Djlh«a%l«    Tha  AAaa  ti i  aTiaat  at  iMa  aaliad  tha  • 


alpHaaat.    Waai^itU  lit  UflMM  laa  Tafarl  aaa  ahMt  v 


ta  aaaaf t  a  fvaaah  UTltatlM  ta  a  f att^  la  hla  haatr  M 


DJlhaatl.    Tha  Man  ••vanuwil  fsaffatad  a 

tlda  ta  A4aa.  ald«h  ha  aaaaftad.     miU  U  Um  awiy    \[ 
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9«MibI«  ••wrtmmj  wait  ]MB«r  wm»  ^^itiv*!  up«ii  klji« 
•mlalBAtlBf  la  tli«  r««t«ratl«n  %•  his  of  tli«  ■«ok-d«sir«d 
ia«ri»«a  awiiticas*     TIm  Britlsli  htA  »or«4,  sad  w)i«n  th« 
■hipBMit  r^aolMd  DjllMuti,  th«  fr«a«h  e««ld  •oar««l7 
r«fuM  tt  p«r»it  it  to  pass  through  th«ir  Pr«t««t*rat«  t« 
it«  o«aMfBt«,  &at  Tafaori. 

Uadar  tb*  teadiag,  **T]m  lfo&«lik  R«f  is***  a  •#»- 
aaa  arrar  it  nat«d»     Aapar«r  ll«i«lilc  II  diad  in  19X0,  tA 
nat  la  1$1S«     Bat  hia  dtath  aaa  thromdad  in  taaracj  far 
tluraa  /tara,  l«at  Ha  fatoia  af  fOTtfuaant  ditiat«crata 


/ 


•atixalj*     Th«r* 


A«  aaaaaaaar  of  aaffiai«at  tlMraatar 


t«  bald  tha  prarinots  tofatkar  had  th«  dag's  daath  ho«n 
•niiaamad >     la  fMt,  iadar  Lij  Taaa,  tho  first  Saf«tat» 
thtra  waa  a  rapid  hrsaklBf  up  af  ths  adairahla  anit/  aai 
ordar  aaintaiaad  hgr  HaaaXik*     Ras  Tafari,  tharafdra,  waa 


haadiaappad  froai  tha  ha  ginning  af  hia  rola  (Ifli)  hgr  iar 
•ahardiaatian,  laalaafliiaaa  and  a  ranridaa  ta  harharlty* 
aoaditiaas  liiioh  ha  haa  laharad  far  aiaa  /aars  ta  allarlata* 
Ha  haa  aat  ba«i  rvirj  aaooaaafal  in  aatahliahiag  hia  aatha* 
rity  thraaghaat  tha  faadal  priaaipalitiaa  that  ara  tha 
Ai^ira,  hat  ha  haa  dana  axtraardiaarilj  wall  ia  ■aiatai»* 


ia« 


ahlanaa  •£  gara 


axiata 


iataraal  diaaaaaian  aad  axtamal  aahaalag 


Tha  aaandal  %t  Ahgraaiala 


U  ha 


fair  titla  far  tha  aahjaat  aattar  ia  f«aati 


ta 


It 
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Titrialia  arar  tha  tlaa  hiattt 


amat 


af  aa 


last  AfMaai  Inpira.    Tha  laat  alata 


aaaatrj  ia  tha  aarld  aaat  ha  liiaaad  ta  ahaaga  ita 
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er«4mAl  Mthtda.     A  oustM  UJe* 


«9ro«t«A  ^j  atrck*  af  p«n 


I  kAT«  tiM  hantr  to  W,  Sir* 

Tamr  •^•diant  aarTaat, 


J.  Ladar  Pork 
Aaariioan  Yloa  Cananl 


gnalaa«raat 

Coplaa  af  Artialaa  fros 
'*Wa«tBlB«lar  Oasatta" 


nia  la.  TfO. 
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TO  lOlMDAL  OP  ABTaSniA, 


ll«  y«¥lls]i  tklm  scrning  Xik»  first  sf  a  wrlmm 


•f  t]ur««  »rti«l«t  «ki«h  •«it«iA»  «•  b«Ii«T*,  tli«  first 
A*tail«d  aat  Mitk«ritatiT«  a«««vit  tk*t  k««  ap9»«r«d  iA 
tkia  •MUttry  cf  fr*s«it  Aaj  •«Uitl«i«  la  AJbj9mlmim»     Jmrtng 
tlM  »aat  f  iT«  J9T9  tkm  Hmmj  •t  tlM  •mtk«rl^  9f  tlM  e«ntr*l 


Al^MiiBioi  f  ▼Tii—it  ka«  W«n  a  •«■••  tf  ••risma  aa 

aat  ayirakfMlaa  ta  tka  IritUk  ftaiai— nt  wkiah  l^ra  tarrl- 

tarUl  raapaAilUlitiaa  in  tlutt  qmartar  af  Ifriaa.     MX  tlM 


ParaifA  Offiaa  and  ita  affLaiala  haira  ayparofttly  tlMafkt  it 


Wat  ta  aaj  aa  IltUa  aa  paaalkia  U  tka  liapa  tkat  aattara 
wamld  ia^ara*     It  la  alaar  ta  ma,  ^mmfr^  aftar  raaAlng 


tkaaa  artielaa,  tkat  tka  kaakinf-vp  palia/  aaa  na  loiif«  ka 
AafkaAaA  aal  it  la  kl^  tlM  tkat  pakUe  attantlaa,  katk 


kara  anA  la  iaarlaa,  akaold  ka  tiraatad  ta  a  altaatiaa  akiak 


la  aaaaialaaa  la  tka  kigkaat  iagraa*     Saat  af  tka  fkata 
raraalad  Igr  tka  «rlt«ra  af  tkaaa  artiaXaa  -  batk  of  «kaa 
kara  kad  l«if  aayariaaai  af  Afriaaa  adaialatratiaa  aad  ara 


iatiaatalj  fataakitad  wim  aU  aidaa  •!  tka  iraklMi  akUk 


tki^  daaarika  •  ara  alMat  kiQr«U  kaliaf .     Ika  «ald  kava 
aaffaaad  tkat  it  aaa  faaaikla  aaymkava  la  tka  world  la  Itat 


ta  9—  10«000  aaalj  Mptaaad  alaTaa  aaiaklag  la  «m  faaf 


♦  . 


ta  Uf^Uaf  a^tlTilqrt    lat  tka  aUfl*  fait  tkat  «kildr«i 


kara  la  ftratdda  laiar  tkt  ^ritirii  flag  aza  aaw  aairtef  aa 


alaTaa ,  agala  «dar  tkt  IhriUak  flac«  la  tka  &a|^%i«a  at 


idla  dkaka,  akiald  ka  aaaafk  ti  daMurtrata  tka  aaaaaaitgr 

far 
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iMrUaa  MMitlMs  tk«t  it  m«w  lyiag  at  Oji¥«aU.     Th9  iiitl« 
ijstMi  af  slATt-ralAs,  at  tar  OMitrilmttra  paiat  ami,  la 


Aai  apan  riflaa  anA  aartrlAcaa,  anA  Aliysalala  is  •ztrMMlj 


rii«rt  •£  aaHUiitL«i,  avlac  ta  tkt  aparatlaa  af  tli«  rMtat 


ivma  oiKraati«i.     It  la  aaftrtaaata  tkat  iaariaa  waa  a«t  a 


algaatarj  ta  tkat  CaarviLtUA,  ¥at  aa  aara  tkat  tka  Stata 
Dapartssat  In  %gklafft«i,  •rm9  It  raallsaa  tks  faeta»  wUX 
aat  AaXaj  ta  maJu  Ita  attltala  alaar*     ija«>laan  •plmiaa  aa 
tha  fpaatlttt  af  alataiT  !■  at  Xaaat  aa  straiig  aa  Brltlak 


aplml«i,  aaA  tkat  tkt  Timtmh.  aAtkarltlaa,  aa  aar  a«itrl¥at»ra 
•afffiat,  skaalA  ralaaaa  ttoaa  anULtlMM  tlutaai^  faar  af  aa 
"iMlAaat"  wltk  tka  Mm^rUm  taranMXfc.  aaalA  ka  a  klaaAar 
taa  klttarlj  IranUal  ta  ka  kalitTvA. 


i   tj 


Akjaalala  Is  tka 
•aly  rwwtalf  firaa  tm/k  imUiwmimX  aatlia  Stat«  la  ifrlaa 
It  la  alat  tka  last  k«a»  af  apaa  •Immrj,     la  Its  Capital, 


AAla  Akaka,  tkara  ava  aara  ala^a  tkaa  frat  Aan.     fka 
IrlUak  LagatlM  Itailf  la  fall  af  alataa,  amad  ky  tka 


Lafatlaa  aaxraata,  ifca  aaalA  aat  taka  m9TTi%%  If  tkagr  aara 


'. 


aat  allaaaA  ta  ki1m«  tkalr  akattala  wltk  tkan*    tka 

la  intliik  aail,  pat  aat  mlp  4a  ala^aa  wka  a^Klav 
It  aat  kaaaM  laatamtl/  fraa«  kat  If  tkap  kava  aaaapai ^i^ran 

tkdbr 

V 


\ 

\ 

\ 


\ 


\ 


-c     .  — - 


>-. 


T   4 


« 


'. 


tlMlr  •«i«rs  taa  mi4  4«  «At»r  it  wltlimit  kialroM*  t«  r#> 


•«ftmr»*     Tiist  is  an  •AA  «««^  ftot;  ¥ttt  a  atill  aAAvr 


«■•  la  tkat  a  fraat  aaiqr  of  tkaaa  alaTas  aM  ftrltlsli  am^ 
jaata  aaftvzad  tgr  al«r^ralAa  lata  ^itliik  tarritaxj. 


SlaT^ralAa*  kavaTar.  ra4i.ira  rlTIaa  aaA  aa«mitlMi»  and 


aa  fraaaa,  Ungl  aai  «iA  Ital/  kata  kaanA  tliMMalfaa  vnUar 


An$B  Contantlaii  of  1919  aat  to  aapylj  ■■illlaaa  to  tka 


▲¥araalniaaa,  it  la  only  iawiaa  who  ia  now  lapartiAg,  or 
aoaldiig  to  iapart,  axaa  into  Uio  oanntry  —  azaa  AaatinoA 


■ainljr  to  fill  tho  graat  Ak/aalniai  alaira-aarkota.     At  tkia 


t  a  largo  oonaifnaaat  of  iBoriaan  oartridgoa  aoA  anta- 
■atic  riflaa  ia  lyinc  »t  tko  ^onah  port  of  Djibaati.  avait- 
iBf  tlia  aoaaant  af  tka  FroiMh  actkoHtlaa  ta  ita  tranqpart 
into  tha  la  tartar,  ant  tkara  ia  roaaan  ta  ^lioro  tkat  tko 
fronak  antkaritiaa,  not  katag  y^rj  mmh.  in  Ioto  tkomaolToa 
with  tko  Anaa  CoDrantion  and  faarlng  an  'iaaidant*  witk 
tko  Aa^rioaa  Qoiai'iMaiit  **  wkiok  prokaklj  knawa  aotking 
at  all  of  tko  affair  aa  J9%  —  wij  Aortlj  gi^ia  tkolr  ooMoat. 

80  aoanAaXona  a  atata  of  affair  a  kaa 


not,  of  eonrao,  ariaan  aaAAonl/*     It  ia  onlj  a  natcral  ant- 


af  tko  ganoral  0«nAi1l0Ba  wkiak  axiat  In  Dgragialn  taAaj; 
ani  tka  aitimtian  aanaat  ko  oTiplainad  or  «iiarataai  «itki«t 
rafaranaa  ta  tka  raaaat  klatory  af  tka  aoufctej*    Air** 


ainia  aw^a  tko  fraaortatlan  of  kor  inAofoaiowa  partly  %• 
tko  iaakilitj  of  Uo  nalfkkoxlng  powora  to  agroa  oa  a^  llaa 
of  poliaj  aa  ti  kar  fmtnra,  aal  partljr  ta  tka  grant  nacmnl 


anUgktosaant  af  tka  laparar  Moaaltlr,  m^  ri&gA 


'    '^1     ^m.         \ 


1919.     M«A«liA  ^iLllt  Mis  DmW,  U14  •m%  mUUM  «MUt     V 
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fr«i*t«d  tlM  •«istruotl«i  %t  a  railiMj  trmt  tk9  ••ast. 


lnstall«4  a  «y«t«i  af  talaylMaaa.  Vmllt  IrlA^s  aaA  earn* 
«llla»  lAtroAiitad  a  watar^aafflj,  iaiimad  am  adlat  afalnat 


■larvrj,  aata^llBkadl  a  baak,  a  aaliaal,  aaA  a  kaafital  Ia 


tka  eapital«  and  iqpartad  taaakara  and  da«t«ra  tr^m  Igypt 
and  alaailiara.     ▲¥«▼•  all,  ka  aatakliated  a  ayatai  9t  lav 
and  ardar  thravfkomt  tka  eonntxy  aad  saintalBad  kia  aatka- 
ritgr  tTC   tka  prarinoial  gaTtmara  and  la^aklafa*     Bat  na 
aoonar  had  ka  diad,  nine  jaara  aga,  tkaa  kla  wark  fall  ta 
plaoaa  wltk  alaaat  ixMradlkla  rapiditgr,  and  alraadj  k^jw 
ainia  kaa  ralapaad  into  a  atata  tkat  appraaokaa  barkarian. 
Tk«  roada  kaTa  k««i  laft  anrapairad,  tka  tarld^a  kara 
arteklad,  tka  watar  aalna  kara  kao«M  okakad  ap,  tka  ailla 
ara  oiaatl/  amt  of  9TAmx^  axaopt  a  faw  aklok  kara  kaon  aald 


to  foxalgnara,  tka  kaapital  !■  in  rolAa  tka  aokool  kaa 
praotioall/  eaasad  to  fanotian.  and  tka  ipraat  trank  tola- 
pkono  a/atan  la  aanapalliad  tj  tka  praaant  Rafomt  far  kia 


l^irata  maa«     Tka  Cantral  Oarai  iMort   aaoraiaaa  na  antka- 


rltj  tkat  la  wartk  MBtiaiLiAC  «t  a  graatar  dlataaaa  tkan 


tan  Bilaa  frm  tte  ^klaaa;  aad  in  tka  aapital  itaalf  tka 


ink^itanta  aajoj  UtUa  n  na  aaaaritgr  aitkar  f«r  tkoir 


paraoma  or  far  tkair  paaaaaaiana.,  aa  tkat  aian  tka  Lagatl 
kava  ta  ka  aaaatrnatat  m&r^  Ilka  forat  tkan  Uka  prlTata 
raaidanaaa* 

Aftaar  MoMllk'a  daatk  tkaxa  faliaaad  tkr»a 


joara  af  oItU  wur.    In  1914  Llj  Ta0a»  fm^a«i  af  tki  yraat 


anparar  tkraa  U  kia  lat  vltk^tka  tvka  aad  Uaamam*    9|iia 
led  U  kia  davifall,  ainao  tka  AkgraaUiaaa,  kai^  f«tiati#al 


\ 
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(0«»tic)  Clurlatlani,  AjMUd  U  tli«  aUiauM  with  IsXmi; 


wii  in  IflA,  «ft«r  «  Bmoc^ssrvl  iBfl«rr««ti«A,  Z«i4it«»  • 
4Mi^t«'  •<  iMMlik,  ^•••■i    Mvr«M,   with  Bbm  Tafsri  as 


B«gwit  aai  ^ir-Anpar«it« 


Tkia  rasina  iMta  laatad  to  tha  prasant  tiaa, 
tat  ali«tkar  it  «U1  laat  awk  Irnngm  is  damtotfsl.     OaAar 
tte  nla  af  tsfari  tha  wkala  aaontrj*  a«  baa  alraady  baan 
iailaataA,  kas  fallaa  lata  aarraytiMi  aad  daaaj.     Tha  r— isnta 


•t  th»  Maaalik  aiTiUsatiaa  ara  staaAily  diaappaarlaf  •     la 


i>k|fBaiBi«A.  t9r  azaBfla,  na>«»Aaja,  fraa  tlie  M^gBnt  to  tlM 
lataaat  ala'va,  aAapta  tka  ilightaat  saaaura  of  ardiimr/ 
■anitatiaa*     TIm  raad  tkramgh  tba  iia jal  <^alaaa  at  Adit  Abate, 


up  i^iak  tka  i^araign  Miaiatara  witk  tkair  glittorlBi;  staffs 


pass  to  paj  tkair  aasrt  to  tka  SaTaraigii  to  vhaa  tkij 
aaaraditad,  ia  littarad  witk  nausaavs  and  aaladaraas  filtk. 


rka  apan  apaaaa  ia  tka  Palaca  graanda  90rf  as  a  aara 


latrias  far  tka  tksasaads  af  aaitiag  saldiara,  smitars.  aad 


attoUwtts  witk  wkisk  tksj  ora  nazaally  arsatad.     la  laj 
AtkiU  stalad  in  a  raaaat  addrass  ta  tka  Rsyml  aaafxmpkisml 


Saaistgr,  '^Asspita  aU  tka  aTldaaaa  af  faraiga  aatarpriaa. 


tka  Ak/asiaisa  lirss  in  a  atata  af  iaaaaitary  sqaalar,  a 
vkaia  mfBT9  aarkad  tkaa  ia  tka  pxaaiaats  af  tka  RotsI  Palaaa 


Maaa^dLla  ia  tka  prsvlaaas  tkaza  ia  aa  prat  a— a 


af  tka  aaiataaaaaa  af  ardar*     Irigaads  akaaad,  aad  kat^ 


krlgaads  aad  laaal  akicfa-a^lag  aaraXj  aaaiaal  allagiaa— 


ta  tka  aaatral  uraraasat  —  tkava  ia  aftaa  aat  aask  ta 


akaaaa.     If  lit*  aad  praparty  ara  ait  safa  ia  tka  •syital 
tkay  ara  aUll  lass  safa  aayiAara  alss.     Za  tks  U^  •f 


i    f 


'• 


r«r  Wwwlir  •  QiaiA  Biskt  !•«▼•  AAls  Alb«¥a  wltli  Ida 

o««  Mftd  drlT«  it  to  the  ««if  iii«a  of  A^/sslnia  wlthoat  i 
%t  iMlcstsiiou*     T«daylt  !•  BQar««lj  «&  mTab^etfrtX^mik  t« 
•ay  that  OTan  a  ^aropo«ui  p ionic  party  oannot  af fard  to  W 
vitheat  lathal  woapoas*     AnA  if  a  slaTa  Tantoros  oataido 
kla  oaatar'a  eoafaand  ho  la  llsi^lo  to  bo  cap  tared  and  rosold 
in  aOMo  distent  aarkot*     In  abort,   thoro  is  nothing  In 
▲b/aalnia  that  oan  bo  doaoribod  as  '*erdar'*  and  aa  for  tho 
'*law'*  it  is  qmito  asoloaa  to  appaal  to  it  unloas  tka  Qmar 
plainaat  ia  rloh  enough  to  parohaaa  tha  jnatioa  ho  aooka, 
and  oTon  than  it  laaj  still  bo  aaoXasa  if  tho  dafondant 
happens  to  haia   a  poworfnl  protaotor*     In  further  artloloa 
««e  ahall  daaoribe  Ab/ssinian  '*ja8tiee"  more  falljr,  and  the 
obataoloa  vhlah  it  plaeoa  in  tho  aaj  of  tho  Sirapoan  trader* 
llao  «e  shall  deaeribo  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  slaTO 
trade  as   so  hafe  easaolTes  witnessed  it.     Here  «e  need  enlj 
add  that,   apart  froa  a  few  of  the  hlsterieal  details  alreadj 
nantienad,  ae  haTo  relied  apen  nothing  bat  ear  ean  first- 
hand inferaatiea.     It  is  hard  fsr  eatsldera  to  get   the 


trath  abaat  Abgraainia  beoaaaa  it  la  net  worth  the  ahile 


of  any  ^iaaidsr''  to  tell  it,     Traders  ako  ^teapted  to  tall 
it  waald  ba  blaekl»liatad/aad  jrebably  expelled  ttm  the 


try;  aad  aa  far  effioiala,  «e  haew  toe  aall^  and  aaoh 
ragrat,  tha  aarleaa  troable  vhieh  theae  Tory  artloloa  bt% 


Uhaly  to  eaaaa  te  tha  staff  ef  tha  ftrltUh  LagatiaB.     lat 

awi 
aa  «aa,  we  aia  aasarad^  who  haa  apaav three  aMntha  ia 


alnia  wUl  taaaUai  tha  troth  af  atet  we  hare  writtaai 


if  tha  i^partatiea  mt  ams  froa  Aatriea  ia  to  be  attffa* 

it 


r 


t 
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\Tj  that  tk«  •lTllls«d  woKlA  should  kiMv  tk» 
th«  pr«Mat  Ahjaainlan  rtfijM, 
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WHO  LIT!  BT  «I 


f  ^'^ 


tr«*«  eiaditl«nt  in  ▲^•slaia  ar«,  t«  put  It 
■IXdlj  iuiA«rtalji*     T]i«r«  is  no  atabllitx,  n«r  at  yr«B«at 
aaj  fMDUUitlMis  i:q^«n  iliitk  a  t talkie  oMniaMial  i^atMi  oavld 
W  Vttilt  i^«     AlyaaiBla  U  alaast  a«  larga  aa  franM  ajML 
Oaxiuii/  e«abimad;  It  is  tha  lioaa  af  m  naiant  ''CkriatiaB^ 
alTillBatiaii;  aat  it  la  ana  af  tha  riakaet  aawttriaa  In  tk/9 
«arl4  —  rlahar,   tia  ballaya,  tk^uk  any  otkar  aaantry  in 
Atrioti  af  alaiXar  aisa*     %t  it  ia  daaaylns*     Taat  azaaa  ara 
faing  ant  at  aultiTati«a,  P^rtlj  awing  ta  telgaaiaf a  aaA 
partXj  ta  alaTa-raUiat*     Qna  af  tha  aritara  raaa  atlj  faaaal 


tluraii^  an  antXjimf  tistrlat,  liiiak.  ali«B  ha  fir  at  TiaitaA 


t'>n  jaara  aca«  w»  a  raaarkalily  yraaparans  aaA  f^pmlo 
aanntry.  fka  aail  vm  aa  fartlla  that  tha  hUla  vava 
taarraaaA  far  amltlTatiam.     Tatay  it  ia  paaaihla  ta  Banah 


tlora^h  thla  iiatriat  f«r  iaya  witha«t  aaatiac  a  aingla 
halag*  tha  tarraaaa  aia  at  ill  thaara,  hnt  tha  f^ayla 


«ha  ahamlA  ha  aaviaf  aat  raafiag  ara  aithar  Aaat  •r  ala 


U  tha  aayltaX*     fha  «hala  aautrjalAa  la  aWalanai  ia  tha 
jaakala  aai  tha 


httalnaaa  aaa  Baartaa  ta 


». 


AhrsiiBi*  )^««  A  fraat  taal  ta  laam  ^fmr9  ha  aaA  hafa  ta 

aatihUih  araaaa a«fnl  strata  mf  mj  wm\.    Am  a  vmla  ha 


that  ha  wmmt  «ai«t  tha  ftaialal  iat«pa«ta  «f  th«  ihfwdidM      J 
a]^  *av  thfli  that  hia  i^arlaYti  will  tivaatly  HB»f it  *^^        ^ 
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••  fR»ll  ••  liia»«lf  •     But  that,  ac  h«  soon  dise9T«rs,   is  a 


fallacy,  far  th*  aiapl*  rtaaan  tliat  la  th»  aaaattlcA  aan- 


4Liti«ii«  wldak  pr»Tail  aa  AtoraBlnlaii  oan  if  f>»xt  ta  laak 
ta»lT«  Aontlia  a)i«aA  fn  tli«  baaaflts  that  h«  ie  jroaiBad* 
Ha  naats  oaah  &•!»•     Th«  ne>«^cc0«r  aenallj  hsiginB  hj  flTlag 
th«  ^^ant  a  larg«  and   •xpanelia  present  (wbloh  nust  Inalada 
net  1«8«  than  one  aiedern  rifle)  and  in  return  ohtalne  a 
passpert  anther islag  te   trarel  and   trade  in  the  Interier* 
Bat  alAOst  befere  he  has  eeapleted  one  day's  nareh  he  finds 
that  his  "^passport**   is  a  oare   eonroe  of  treable  and  yezatiea 
all  along  the  road*     For  the  writ  of  Tafari  does  not  ran 
emtside  the  enrirone  of  the  capital*     The  local  ^oremers 
are  rirtaally  independent,  and  the  snh-ohiefs  will  not 
reoefnise  the  Regent' b  letters  er  passports  aniens  they 
are  endersed  hy  their  inaediate  super iera*     lach  Geremer, 
er  lias,   is  a  little  king  and   a  law  unto  himself*     He  taass 


the  people  as  he  thinks  fit  and  passes  what  laws  he  likes; 
and  only  refrains  from  his  independent  savereign  authority 
en  the  prineiple  ef  letting  sleeping  degs  lie*  In  ercry 
dlstriet,  therefare,  the  Knrepean  tradar  haa  to  obtain  n 
passports  and  new  trading  lieeneee,  and  area  whan  he  has 
obtained  th«i,  and  paid  for  theB«  he  eamiat  tell  for  haw 
lOBig  er  how  far  tkay  will  serre  his  pnrpaae* 


Outside  the  eipital  regnlar  salnriec 
are  laUnawn*     fha  affioials  lire  en  their  perquisites. 


all  ef  thaa,  tai^e  el  looters,  palioe,  emsteas  affiaars. 


oTon  judges,  asst  be  Sfuarad  befere  any  sort  ef  derelsiMHitg 


een  be  atteaptad*     The  ematoas  heaees  are  ssattarsd  all 


aloag 


." ' 


1' 
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tilong  tkt  aiiiB  trading  rvntaa,  aad  th«M  in  outljiag  dl^ 
trlots  €ur»  p«rtlcnlarl7  •te«zl«m0,   tk^lr  ■•th^ds  •ft«n 
•l«a«l7  appr«zinifttin^  to  tlios*  of  tho  hii^mij  roMior.     Th» 
laropean  trador  augr  attonpt  to  Intorost  tho  loeal  Ooramor 
yy  a  j^ift  of  alMroa  in  l&lo  0(aipan7,  Imt  wmoh  of  forts  aro 
osily  a  vaoto  of  tlao  and  jMipor*     for  what  tlM  (^Tomor,  lilco 
OToryone  oloo,  ifanto  Is  oaah.     Ho  dooa  not  )aiow  how  long  bo 
will  raaaln  In  power,  and  hia  ono  idoa  la  to  ""Bait  down" 
OTory  dollar  ho  oam  got  hold  of,  hy  fair  aoana  or  fornix 
hoforo  hla  iBOTltahlo  0T«r  throw  •*  and  aftor  hia  tho  dolngo* 

awppoao  that  tho  Swropoan  trador  daairaa  a  laiwing 
ooao#flalQB*     lo  will  flrat  ap^roaoh  tho  ^g«it  aad  porekaao 
tho  oonoosslom,  prohably  with  tho  holp  of  hla  i^ogatloa* 
Thla  d.  11  ho  a  loifthy  aad  axyonalTo  proooodlag,  aad  at  tho 
onA  of  It  tho  ^font  will  ooaao  to  Intorwat  hlmaolf  la  tho 
■attar  Xnawlng  fall  wall  that  tho  eonooaslaa  la  Talmaloaa 
owing  to  tho  ooitAln  opposition  of  tho  Isoal  Ooraanior* 
ladood^  aftor  a  MAth  or  two  ho  will  not  hoaitato  to  aoll 
tha  aaao  aaaaoaalon  orar  again  to  a  aoao«d  or  oron  a  third 


•oaaoaaioaairo^   slnoo  ho  Imowa  that  thoagh  ho  oaanot  aoatrol 
tho  proTlaolal  ^ororaora  ho  can  oafoly  oamt  npon  tham  to 


do  thoir  a%Mat  —  liiieh  le  aaoogh  —  to  koap 


Foathar*"!^  1l»  'ff^t        ^^  >^^  diffloaltUa  tho  aonrta  affar 
■0  ra^raaa*    Va  AhTaalnian  Jadga,  hawairor  haoTllj  ho  mtj 


haan  aahaidlaod  •*  and^  af  oaarao*  ha  will  alwaja  tako 


ia  of  far  ad  -*  aaa  giwa  a  doaialaa  In  faror  of  a  Baropaaa 
agalnat  a  laaal  Ooramor  9r  Chalf.     Tho  Jmdgo  awt  liwa. 


and  ho  foathara  hia  moat  whllo  ho  aaa.     Ho  will  glTo  j 


t  far  a  •arafoaa  aia  «ff an  aara  raa^  aaah  thaa  hia 


h       # 


'. 


•pp«n«it,  yroTld«d  tb«  opponent  la  not  tkkm  I«oal  Uul^r, 
Vat  saturftllj  lit  will  n«t  risk  t«p«sltloii  trmt  mwmtj 
prtfitaVlt  office  If  l-^e  oan  h«Ip  it*     Fr«i  our  staadptint 
thl0  la  tb*  ««r«t  sort  •t  '^briVorjr  and  oorr«ptlon'  but  tlM 
Ab7eelnian  dots  not  Tiaw  it  in  that  llgbt.     Eo  boos  no  stro 
dlBbonosty  in  it  than  «o  do  in  tho  roto-^ocitobln^  opporttsilfl 


%t  o«r  politicians  in  tkis  csontrj*     It  ie  sinply  &  aattor 
of  oustoa.     It  ohookaatos  tho  Snropoan  traAsr,   bat  that, 
from  tho  Abyssinian  point  of  tIow,   is  scarooly  a  disadTsatago 

011  tho  erininal  sido  Abyssinian  jnatloo  is 
not  more  reputable*     Troa  tho  laropoan  point  of  tIov  it  is 
■odiaoral  in  its  aothods  and  pnrol7  barbarous  in  Its  p«tish> 
Bonts.     Tho  polioo  BTstos  affords  to  ite  acibors  cvtry  fs«i* 


litjr  for  thoft,  blaokBail,  and  hlshsnj  robbszy,  bat  it  affMrds 
no  sort  of  protection  to  tho  oowrenity  lidiish  it  is  aoppasod 


to  Borro.     Tho  rooogniiod  ponishaont  for  rspoatod  thoft  — 
wKon  it  is  not  oormptlj  coadoaod  —  is  tho  ssao  toda/  as 


it  sas  eon  tar  las  a^*  **  naaalj,  aapatatlan  of  the  right  hoU. 
and  of  tho  left  feet  tkreafh  the  ankle,  aarried  eat  in  tlM 


open  aarkot  plaaa*     A  theft  of  %T9m$!^9  fraa  tlw  Ispre 


larder  saa  poaiahed  aa  reaeatl/  *•  \mmX  Maj  with  death  bgr 
handing*     And  it  la  eal/  fife  /eara  aiaao  an  eld  woaaa  was 
boriod  allTo  in  the  aarket  place  of  the  capital  for  the 
or  1.10   of  witchcraft  •     ^"g^-y*  *b^  axecaticna  &re  at  ill 
Ctf-riod  out  in  public   ererj  week  with  all  the  brutalitj 


and  ferecitr  •f  t^  dark  i«ca,  aad  the  alght  of  the  a 
ponded  bcdioB  la  oae  of  the  aida-ahewa  on  aarket  tejra  im 


Adit)  Abeba*     ^enteaaca  cf  lapriaoaaaat  In  the  taua  caal 
cfon  fn  ahert  periods,  are  usa^lly  scatcoaaa  cf  daatk. 
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t^at  tkm  jrls«i«rB  are  bcri^d  t«g«th«r  to  the  iiui¥«r  ef 
ptrkays  a  Iraairol  and  f iXt/  in  a  oall  abaat  forty  foot  Igr 
ti»ntj«     Thogf  aro  dopontent.  If  thoj  havo  no  iiono7,  on  tiro  Ij 
oa  oharitjr  for   tholr  food,  and  moot  of  thon,   if  they  do  not 
dlo  of  atarTation*   dio  ot  ^phus  or  aakll-^x. 

Wo  do  Aot  wish  to  make  tho  pic  tore   too  dark,     Africa 
is  Afrioa,  and  it  is  not  ontiroljr  fair  to  appl7  3uropoan 
ataudards  to  a  puroly  Afrio&n  ^tato.     But  tho   quostion  of 
slay  or/  --to  vhioh  «o  niut  alvfajro  roturn  —   is  one  of   tkt 
aWiolutoa  aboat  vhiob,  from  tho   ^itiah  point  of  Tiow  at 
azigr  r&to,  no  oomi^oniso  oan  bo  adaittod*     It  ia  an  aboaina* 
tion  «hioh«  thon^  natural  ciough  in  tho  oonditiona  ^hloh 
proTail  todaj  in  -ibyasinia,  oannot,   ontto  it  has  boon  soom, 
bo  tolaratad  on  an/   toma*     Tho  local  British  roprosontatlTM 
oannot  bo  blaaad  for  faots  with  vhioh  the/  aro  powerless  ts 
interfere,  but  it  is  hard  to  lUiAerstaai   fik^  the  British 
?oreifn  Of^ee  lus  nst  thooght  it  neooesax/  at  the  ver/ 
least  to  register  soao  protest  against  eonditiono  of  whieh 
it  is  fiill/  aware*     ^^t  slaTSs  iftioald  bo  recaptiured  and 
re-easlared  within  ths  tsz/  preainots  of  the  ihritiah  Legatl 
at  Mis  Aboba  ia  wholl/  intolerable*     ^^re  mast  bo 
out  of  suoh  a  aitoatiem.     <^  shall  diacoas  the  ^uestii 
slaror/  in  aero  detail  in  our  next  and   final  artiolo* 
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laY  ao.  X9a&> 


CHADTBT)  OiyOS  09  CAPTI7SS.      3TQP  IUPQBTATIQB  CT  ifPHTiqiS* 


▲kyefllnla,   as  we  haTt  said,   ii  tha  l&at  graat 

haaa  of  Blaraxy  in  Afrioa«  and  tharof ara  In  tba  world*     Mmi. 

BO  atron^ly  la  it  aatrwiohad  that  tka  fartoue  doctrine  af 

fraedoa  tinder  the  ftritlah  fla^  ie  of  no  effeot  in  the  A^fa- 

alnian  oapltal.     The  soil  of  the  ^itiah  Lection  does  not 

differ  In  this  reapeot  froa  the  s<ill  of  the  fiegent  P&laae. 

SlaTo-raiding  and  Blare-trading  hare  increaaed  in  Ih/sainia 

hy  leape  and  honnda  during  reoent  year  a,  ^uA  today  it  la 

poaaihle  for  any  rlaltor  to  witnaas  In  /idle  Abeha   the  warst 
posalh 

forme  of  alarery  that  hare  erar  eursad  the  Ikrlc  contlnoBLt  — 


elarery,   open,  eruel  and  fieniiah,  imf ottered  hy  European 
interferenoe  and  hardly  difseountenanoed  hy  the  Toroign 
Offices  of  the  TSruropean  i'ewers. 

'ew  people  can  r^nlise  all  that   slfTory  neana* 
A  elafe,   once  spoored,  is  a  T&luehle  aaeet  who  nxmt  be  aarad 


and 


efally 


aa  a  horse   or  a  cow;   and  his  actmal  physical  eiiietenee  m«ad 
net  ^e  intolex«.^le«     B«t  when  we  loolc/at  the   slaTe-ralAia^ 


and  alaTo-tradimg  whloh  pre«a4s  slare-owilng  and  at  all  tlM 
herrars  wkieh  theva  praae0ae«  inrolTe,  the  impooaible 


craelty  of  the  «fcale  ayttaa  hsoasee  apparent.     The  early 


hand  on  a  peaatful  sleeping  Tlllaf^ 


■Mke  of  the  hnming  hmts,  the  oriei  of  the  weaen 


•Mldren.  tlu  deatll  ar  wemiing  af  the  ma  --  all  the 


thiB«S 


^ 


'  € 


• 


'» 


tldLsfs  ar*  sUU  t«  te  m«b  in  all     tk«ir  prlstln*  farMltj 


•n  ^•'Ib  sldae  af  tlM  tevAars  of  Atjeslnla 


dfltgB  of  slaToa,  aarehin^  la 
■laary,   tha  nan  ohalniK^  togathar  In  rowa,   and  the  woaan  mlA 
aklldran  dra^gliig  th anaalraa  alang  alAa   tha  main  body,   aaa 
¥a  aaan  by  any  trarallar  in  Sautham  Abyaainla  today.     Satta 
af  theae  el&raa  ara  eapt^urad  on  Abyaalnian  tarritory,   atbara 
in  Brltiah  Saat  Africa,   othara   In  tha  .Anglo-ligrptian  Smiaa* 
The  ganga  ara  not   eo  larga  aa  thay  «aad  to  ba,  baaauna  tha 
border  dlatriets  hare  baan  dapo]mlatad«     One  of  the  wrltara 
af  theae  article  a  haa  aaan  with  hie  own  ayes  a  eoirray  af  taa 
thouaand  alarea  narohlng  tawarda  tha  cpraat  alava  acirtcet  af 
Jlrna;  and   In  tha  eouraa  %f  a  alngle  dby'a  iAb.roh  along  tha 
trail  ha  haa  eavnted  tha  dead  and  dying  badlaa  of  nare  tkai 
flftgr  captlraa  who  hara  drappad  by  tha  raad  aid  a*     7or  an 
aaah  Joiunaya  there  la  na  aawdtaaarlat  departaant,  ajid  thaaa 
aha  aarry  na  avppllaa  aaa  hape  anly  far  a  narolfal  apear 
alnoa  tha  alt«rna tl ra  la  death  by  thlrat  or  by  tha  teeth  aad 
talona  9f  wild  baaata* 

Thaae  thlaga  wa  haTa   aeen«     And  we  ha^    Been  alsa 
handrada  9f  aqmara  silaa  af  tarrltary  bitterly  dapopnlatad  bgr 
Abyaalnlan  ralda.    Moat  of  thla  tarrltary  la  within  tha  ••ar 
flnaa  af  tha  Abyaalnlaa  aspire,  bat  part  of  It  la  within  tha 
Hrltiift  anplra.     Tha  faata*  wa  repeat,   ara  net  natoiawi  t« 
tha  l^ltlah  Faraign  Offiae.     Va  aan  glre  i«M«Te'  details 
■igr  ba  neoeaaary.     Alqraalnlan  ralda  Inta  tha  oanntry  a 


waat  af  tha  >ana  pUtaan  In  tha  Irltlah  a«dan  ara  aanatHKl 


within  tka  last  aiz  nantha  thara  hjiTa  baan  aararal  vnita 

int* 
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tlM  *'ka«io«  •f  Bd«qmat«  pallet  t9'f»  t«Hpt  tK«  Algrsalmlaa* 
tt  aifftnst  further  and  twrtk^r;  a&A  on  an«  oeoaaloa  at  lM«t 
th«7  kaT»  p«netrat«d  no  loss  than  TJtO  sll«s  into  Britisli 
t«rrlt«rj.     In  regard  to  carta  In  Ineidanta  tha  I^itlah 
OararaaaBt  luia  olalitad  reparation,  ¥«t   it  has  narer  obtatnaA 
tha  pajaant  of  a  oingla  dallar  %t  a  repatriation  of  a  aiagla 
British  BlaTo.     1  elaia  for  5,000  jmaiiiB  is  respaot  of  the 
Aa«th  of  Oaptain  ijlaer,  nho  was  IciUed  by  Ah/ssinian  raidan. 
oast  of  Lake  Rudolf,  in  ^^enja  Colony,  in  1912,  has  heen 
sonatantljr  pro8Sodi|  b«t  it  still  totally  diarogardad*     lor 
has  Any  roijeration  or  apology  boon  fortheoaiiLg  for  the  wsvid* 
iag  of  Obiptain  ^loyde  Jottos  in  Teogra  Colony  in  1911.     iad  tlw 
Abysslaian  torsmor  i^o  was  roopamsiblB   in  1916  for  an  attash 
spoB  the  Xiag*o  ifrioaa  Itiflos  fifty  ailes  within  the  British 
hsrtor,  thsifh  ho  was  aoasntarily  roeallod  at  the  Inatsasa 
of  ths  l^itiiih  OoTomaoat,  has  since  boon  rewarded  with  a 
mow  title  aaA  rootorsd  to  his  old  post. 

Oif  t  of  SUtos  .         Other  apoeifU    iacidoBts  aii^t  easily  bo 
sited,  bst  it  is  net  ear  parposo  here  to  giTt  anythlg  mars 
than  a  geaeral  outline  of  the  positisa*     The  border  proriass 
of  AhyesiAia  are  oontrolled  by  gangs  of  robbers  and  slar^ 
tradezs,  who  are  responsible  to  nobody,  though  they  aei 
ally  pigr  tribute  to  the  0«atral  ^o-fa  i  m iiit ,     Only  the  otksr 


day  the  Rsgant  in  Mis  Aboba  reosi^d  a  present  of  140  sha 
■oat  of  whoa  ware  ohildren.   of  both  saxes,  between  the  ai 


though  a  few  ware  a<alt  wosisa  u&th 


babies  at  t^  breast.     Aad  srsr  the  Mrspsan  iahsbitaats 


sf  the  oapital  a  an  hardly  aToid  boaeodag  slsra-suaaia  •     far 

if 
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if    a  slAVt  if  giren  to  you  yoa  oannat  Mwaoipat^  kia 
(•r  hitar)  h/tmmrwx  msmh  joti  uaj  wish  to  do  •••     T«m  ■•y  piqr 

klB  MiCMi  to  salTo  jour  oonBolonoo,   Init  th«  proooss  •f 


•■ui«l]Atliaii  !•  praotlOHlly  anknevoi,  and  If  yom.  oot  jour 
•l«To  froo,  ho  is  oortMln  to  be  oapturol  and  ttgaln  on- 
■laTad  bj  soaooAo  olso. 

jtrook  thlB  diflloultj  tkoro   iu  no  obyloue  waj 
•mt*     Short  of  a  dollborato  aad  ooupreheniilvo  aBoortlon 
of  Baropoaa  autl^rltj.  whloh  --  in  vlow  of  tbo  rosnlts  of 
tlio  <i^ttlo  of  Ado«a  —  could  not  bo  oarrlod  tbroiigh  without 
a  Torj  aubatuBtiaX  doaonstratlon  of  pbjBloal  forco,   tboro 
appoara  to  bo  no  faj  bj  whioh  tho  oxieting  ejatoa  of  olaTarj 
in  Abjaalnla  oan  bo  aboliahod*     Bat  thore  Ib  ono  thing  that 
is  obrioualj  poaaibXo,  and  tl^t  la  tho  provontion  of  tho 
importation  of  aiaa  and  aaaa^itloi.     Tho  ▲bjasiniane  poaaaas 


■iliiotta  91  BOdarm  rifloa,  bat  thoir   atjok  of  amixnitlon 
fallom  Tor  low  indood  —  poaaiblj  eTon  as  low  aa  fire  fouaia 
par  riflo  of  tho  rogular  axaj  —  and  uhon  it  ie  oxhaaatad 
thoir   poaar   to  raid  and  dopopulato  froah  aroaa,     hothor  im 
Britiah  or  Abjaainiaa  tarritorj,  nill  ho  doatrojod  at  tha 
aaao  tiao*     Manitiona,  thoiafaro*  ara  tho  orux  of  the  ohala 
tituation*     I'ho  JBvapaan  pawtft  hara  aontraoto<3  not  to   vafply 
Xbjaainla  aatn^at  othar  ifrioan  oountrioa,  with  ■unitiona, 
nor  with  aatoriaXa  for  tliair  aaunfaotura,  but  Aaorioa, 


luakilj,  haa  not  ol^od  tha  ocantraot;  and  eo  it  ie  to   iV«arH» 
that  tho  Abjaalnian  i^ownaMnt  haa  lutolj  tumad.     Fajm«it 
uaa  aado  In  adTanoa.  thraa  sontha  ago,  and  tho  oartrid| 
autoaatio  rifloa,  ojcportad  froB  tha  Unitad  ^tataa.  ara 


Ijlng  at  tho  port  of  Djlbauti,   in  ^«Mh  SoHaUlanA.  «Aiali 
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la  tke  ttzmlnuB  of  tlia  A^yealnlan  rallvajr.     The  ^r«iOb 

aathoritiee  on  tlio  epot  are  not  onttaaalastio  »bomt  tho 

^■8  C(niTBntl«n  and  ax«    Inclined   to  ot^ftat  thftt  It  «M 

only  socepto^  owing  to  British  jrosonre.     Hiay  objoot,  \ 

howoTox,   to  its   Infrlngcffient  b^  the  Unltod  Ststos  —  oIam 


Uioix 


liko 


tlioy  k&To  mot  oensontod  ao  ytt  to  the  iaportt>.tlen  of  those 
^^orlcAU  monitlonb  throogh  ^onch  territorj.  But  they  aoj 
ooneoiLt  L.t  any  tixao  unlceo  LoxuLon  and  «faflhlngtou  tiro  lixoui 
to  tht   tmo  stuto  or  tufi&lre*     ilie  tvupose  of  tho&«  artloX 


la  to  Aooorioe  tha   poaltion  t^a  it  fe.ppet»ro,  not  Aorely  to  tlM 


writers  but  to  every  Soropefin  who  hi>a  spent  area  a  tihort  tiao 
in  4ibye8inia*     If  on  any  aepoot  of  tlie  (^ue&tion  we  huTO 
ftiiled  tc  oenToy  a  suffioiently  preeide  Tie^v  of  the  ft«to» 
we  shall   be  glad  to  do  our  beet  to  reaody  the  Aofect.     Mom- 
while,   Tift  hope  that    tho  iBeriOMA  public  will  realise  what  la 
beine   done  in  theii*   naiM,  and  that    the   %*itish  pwhllc  will 
f&oe   the  intrinsically  ia;po8£ible   situation  credited   Xi^ 
the  presenoo  of  British  hIstos   in  the  ^itish  '^egatlon  at 
idis  Abeba. 
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46RABLE 

l^ff^f HE  Secretary  of 


Washington. 


I  liaTft  tha  honor  to  Alport  that  tha  slaT* 
traffie  from  tha  frontlars  of  iLhrssinla  to  tha  ixahlan  Bad 


Saa  ooast  oooitlziaea  onabatad*     It  Is  of  intarast,  as  a 


dapartnra 


i 

t 
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aographad  fom,  appearing  as  long  ago  as  Hareh 


Housx  OF  camio 


'%  dhava  h 


Sir  IxLstan 

haan  oaptarad  hy  His  Ifajasty'a  •hiya  111  tha  Sad  Saa 
slnoa  1922,  nor,  so  far  as  he  was  awara,  b7  tha 
Warships  of  ao^  othar  Powar. 

This  statamant,  aooording  to  axhaustiye  inqnirias 

« 

made  by  tha  A.den  Consnlata  for  a  long  tima,   is  tma*     It  is 
interastinff.  moraoTer.   to  obsarTS  the  attitudes  adovtad  bir 


CO 
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tha  three  Powers  harlng  tarritorial  interests  in  this  distriot^ 
Great  Britain  is  most  deoidedly  opposed  to  the  traffie,  but 
British  ressela  in  the  Red  Sea  have  made  only  desultory  attempts 
to  oaptore  si are -bearing  dhows  (oBall  sailing  oraft  of  100 
tons  and  less) •  The  British,  who  possess  territories  eon- 
tignous  to  fully  three •q,aarters  of  tha  frontiers  of  Ibysslnia, 

where 


If 


it,. 
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vbsre  most  of  the  8l»T«8  are  o^ptored  by  raids  into  thslr 
posBesaions,  realise  better  than  any  other  ttet  the  expense 
entailed  In  a  syBtematlo  scrutiny  of  the  Bed  Sea  for  slare 
dhows  oould  not  he  justified  by  possible  results*  unless, 
perhaps,  Aranoe  and  Italy  whole •heartedly  joined  with  them. 
It  most,  a  combined  effort  of  this  Idnd  oould  only  touoh  the 
fringe  of  the  problem.  The  British  knew  that  this  Is  merely 
an  Ineffeotual  treatmsnt  of  i^aptoms.  They  hare  praotloally 
abandoned  It,  tttrnlng  their  attention  to  the  root  of  the 
erll,  namely,  restrlotlon  of  Imports  of  arms  and  asBsmltlon 
Into  JLbysslnla,  by  the  united  aetlon  of  the  three  Powers 
holding  territories  around  that  country.  They  firmly  belleTe, 
as  a  British  Consul  at  Addis  Ababft  Informed  ms  last  October, 
that  *they  are  Interested  In  the  slase  traffic  and  lt|i.  re- 
pression because  the  great  majority  of  the  slares  are  taken 
from  their  own  subjects,  and  thsy  hope  to  uproot  the  erll 
by  making  raids  Into  ttaslr  countries  ii^ossible.  And  the  only 
way  to  aohlere  this  end  Is  to  deprlre  the  raiders  flbysslnlans) 
of  rifles  and  oartrldgesf  since  It  is  a  manifest  lnqpossiblllty 
to  police  the  2,000  miles  of  frontier  between  Abyssinia  and 
British  possessions.*  The  Consul  added  that  unfortnnately, 
the  other  two  Powers  had  not  up  to  that  time  taken  an  aotlTS 
Interest  In  the  matter* 

Prance  has  shown  no  interest  in  the  question  of 
slarery  in  this  area.  Xnoroachment  upen  Irench  territory 
would  moot  with  indifference,  slx^e  Prenoh  Somaliland  Is  a 
desert  waste,  unproduotlTO  and  unremuneratlTO  to  Pranoe  In 
any  way.  Its  whole  importance  lies  In  its  posltlsn  and  Its 
consequent  function  as  the  getaway  to  Abyssinia,  politically 

and 
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ani  eoBmorolaUy.  Djibouti  Is  tht  iDtj-point,  itfi*r«  ships  and 
railway  ii»«t,  anft  through  that  port  paseoB  90^  of  A.l>7B8lniaii 
foralgn  trade.  Baln^  dosort,  Pronoh  Sonialilaaid  is  Intrinsic- 
ally  raliMlosa  to  fframat  and  it  would  aattor  littlo  if  tho 
irtiole  natlTO  population  wara  suddenly  remored,  ainoe  praetlo- 
ally  all  French  enterprises  aro  carried  on  by  great  nuabers  o: 
Frenolaeny  except  for  oonmon  labor.  Thus  France  has  no  motlTi 
in  repressing  slaTory,  and  thft  French  humanitarian  interest 
in  the  question  has  not  become  apparent.  They  Iceep  no  ships 
of  war  in  these  waters;  their  conmeroial  actirity  in  Arabia 
is  llBlted  to  three  firms  in  Aden  alone;  their  economio  and 
political  aspirations,  while  belieTed  to  be  far-reaching  in 
Abyssinia*  do  not  appear  to  extend  further  in  this  distriot* 

t 

Italy  has  indeed  shown  a  feeble  interest  in  the  Bed 
Sea  slare   traffio  from  time  to  time.     Ihen  the  Italians  first 
appeared  in  Temea,   about  two  years  ago.  with  four  or  fire 
little  gmnboats  busily  assisting  their  6oTemm»nt  to  organise 
a  system  of  Arabian  commercial  penetration  and  Somaliland 


enphaslB 


function 


with  t hi  British  sIsts  patrol  in  the  Bed  Sea.     It  gradually 
became  more  apparent,   etwn  to  the  casual  obserrer,   that  this 
was  Intended  merely  as  a  disarming  pretext,  until  Mossloini's 
recent  prononoiftBente  regarding  Italy's  "necessity  for 
colonial  expansien'remoTed  ai^^  lurUjig  doubts*     Italy  is  pre* 
occupied  with  Italian  necessities  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
to  such  an  extent  that  trade   in  human  beings  becomes  a  matter 
of  secondaxy  interest.     Italy,  moreOTor,  has  *fish  to  firy* 
in  Abyssinia,  where  the  slares  ere  captured  and  corralled  for 
export,  aid  in  Arabia,  where   they  are  important  commodities. 

At 
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▲t  this,  of  all  tiats,  vfaAn  Italian  hopos  ar«  loftj  anA  plana 
•nl7  budAlB^,  Italian  asalatano*  in  supprasslner  slaTazy  is 
probably  ragardod  by  Booan  atatasman  as  pramatora. 

Bat  all  tlorae  Powara  haya  flab  of  tha  aaaa  apaola* 
to  fry  in  ono  or  mora  idantlcal  akiUata,  if  thi  nataphor  maj 
be  oontinaad.  Of  tha  thraa,  Oraat  Britain  is  tha  only  ona 
vfaioh  haa  oosb  forward  in  any  way,  aarionsly  to  danonnea  thia 
anoiant  praotiea  and  to  oast  about  for  aoma  solution  of  tim 
probloB  it  praaanta.  It  la  trua  that  Ingland  probably  haa  tha 
greataat  selfish  or  material  interest,  ainoe  moat  of  tha  alaraa 
ara  Britiah  aubjeota  or  protagaa,  b€t  the  reaponaibla  British 
off leiala  in  A.dan  anA  liBAim  Ababa  with  whom  the  writer  haa  dis- 
ouased  alarery  on  muaeroua  oooaaiana,  haya  erinoed  that 
oonatitutional  antagonism  towards  slayeiy  at  this  day  and  a^a» 
whioh  oannot  be  oonfoaad  with  their  eqoally  oonatitutional 
imperialiam  and  territorial  interests. 

The  Bad  Sea,  therefore,  is  left  unpatrolled*  Dhaws 
ply  freely  between  tha  aoall  ports  of  Obolt  and  Tsjura  on  tha 
ooaat  of  Irenoh  Somalilaad,  and  Hooha,  Hodeidak,  Lohais,  Oaisaa, 
Cunfuda,  Jeddah»  Tambo  or  any  other  port  deairing  alaras,  without 
apparent  hindranoe.  Srue,  any  British  war  reaaal  aighting  a 
suapioious  dhow»  might  hail  it,  but  tha  ooaaaions  ara  few,  and 
tha  dhowa  usually  trarel  at  night  only,  putting  in,  wh»n   it 
ia  thought  neoesaary,  at  tha  many  Red  Sea  islands  duriz^  tha 
day.  Tha  fact  that  tha  two  ports  of  departure  ara  in  franoh 
Somaliland,  is  of  oourae  slgnif leant*  franoh  indifferenea  has 
not  been  a  matter  for  speculation.   The  mare  faot  that  tha 
Italian  attitude  has  at  times  bean  eren  half-heartedly  oaa  of 
apposition  to  slsrezx  is  hopeful.  Now  that  Italy  ia  aaafclng 
British,  support  in  jlbysainia  in  other  oonneotions.  Great  BritiiB 
may  be  able  to  rejlTa  the  aLare  question  to  aoma  purpssa. 
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KlTItE  ATTI 


«j:Iw'B  r^tJU'WiJivJiiyii*!.^. 


T0V1HD6  SI.A.7KBT 


Earing  ooxiali«r«d  th*  Interest  talotn  in  tha  slaTt 
txaffltt  In  tha  Sad  Saa  anl  tha  Gulf  of  Idan,  aa  tmt  aa  thalr 
aaTaral  aaibltioiia  aid  dapanienolaa  In  thaaa  parte  ara  eon- 
oaraaA,   tha  attantlon  naturally  turns  ta  tha  attitvAa  tovarta 
alatarx  of  tha  InilganoisLs  raeea  and  atat«8,   thaaa  hain^  tha 
paoplaa  Alraotly  affaotad  >7  tha  traffic     In  a  word  it  oaa 
at  onoa  ha  aait  that  ttaair  poaitlon»  takmi  I17  and  larga,  ia 
nnraganarata  and  inyanitant.     Ullions  of  iraha,  Soaalia  and 
Ahgrsainiaoeui  ara  unavara  of  tha  diaapproral  of  tha  trada  on 
tha  part  of  nanj  oonntriae  of  tha  outaide  world*     Wara  thaj 
to  ba  apprisad  of  it,  thalr  raaotion  would  ha  aniything  trom 
patulant  indignation  to  mild  wozidar  that  atranga  paoplaa 
should  so  intarast  thamsalTaa  in  auoh  priTmta  mat  tars  of 
paoplaa  thay  acaroa  oan  loaow  or  undar stand*     Certainlj  thaaa 
Indiganas  maka  no  off or t  to  undar stand  tha  stranga,   insorxitahli 
nnroasonabla  ways  of  tha  whola  world  of  Franks*     Thay  ha^va 
had  thalr  slaTos  for  a  langar  pariad  than  ia  oorarad  by  ra-> 
eordad  histazy*     It  Is  an  anoiant  tradition,  and  all  tha  world 
know  how  thaaa  paoplaa  ollng  to  thalr  traditions*     Cartainly 
ijrabs,  Soaalis  and  Abyssinians  know  from  ai^orionoa  that 
foraign  rastriotlan  oowpals  sacraoy  and  rasults  in  tha  risa 
of  prioas,  but  tha  raasons  and  motiras  for  foraign  dlAspproTal 
gira  than  but  lit t la  oonoem*     They  nswally  attrlbmta  tha 
attamptol  rastriotlon  to  the  faot  that  tha  foraign  Posars 
obtain  no  raTanoa  from  tha  trada*     Porther  than  that,   thair 
simple  mindm  do  not  proba,  mainly  baeaasa  thay  do  not  oara, 
80  lox^  as  thay  oan  buy  thair  slaras  whan  thay  hara  monay 

anoagh  to  do  so* 

Tha 
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Thii  00  8t  of  slaTtts,  Bior«ey«r*  rooders  this  Inxary 
prohibltlTe  to  all  sa-^  th«  wealthiar  ani  more  prlylleged 
olasaosy  aid.  with  a  rary  fev  exoeptlona,  all  of  theaa  ara 
unblushing Ij^  in  faror  of  buying  and  soiling  human  boinga. 
The  noiibor  owned  by  an  individaal  narks  his  status  in  lifo 
more  preoisely  than  acgr  or  all  other  ehatt^^  ho  wgr  be  abl< 
to  display*  When  tha  Snltaoi  of  Mokalla  oamo  to  Aden  a  few 
months  ifo,  his  following  oonsisted,  among  other  things,  of 


slaros 


In  Yemen, 


all  persons  of  importance  hare  tboir  slares,  more  for  work 
aiid  pleasure  than  for  display.  In  Hodjas,  slares  of  mazqr 
kinds  are  openly  bought  and  sold,  aod  are  regarded  as  a  Tory 
real  asset,  whloh  oan  always  be  liquidated  at  good  Talues  when 
ready  money  is  re  qui  rod  or  can  be  offered  as  seoority  on  loans* 
In  Abyssinia,  sIstos  aro  an  intimate  and  essential  part  of 
the  feudal  sooial  system,  oren  servants  and  poor  people  owning 
their  slavoa,  and  noyer  sallying  forth  into  publio  riew  with- 
out a  following  of  ell  the  slares  they  can  muster,  to  show 
their  importance*  The  War  Uinister  of  Abyssinia  nerer  rides 
forth  without  at  least  2000  slaTOS  running  behind  his  horse, 
wsTing  long  wands  aM  oontinnously  shouting  their  paeons  of 
joy  in  and  praise  of  tbsir  mighty  master.  He  has  been  seen 
Ma  off iolal  occasions  to  muster  a  following  of  10,000*  A  poor 
maa  may  possess  only  one  small  item  of  human  property,  but 
that  one  must  assuredly  be  ever  at  his  side  to  do  him  homage* 

Nor  is  the  lot  of  the  slare  unonriablo.  To  bring 
a  good  price,  or  to  retain  his  Talus,  he  must  bo  well  fed*  His 
duties  in  Abyssinia,  for  example,  do  not  IutoIto  more  than 
the  lightest  of  household  work,  with  the  en^hasis  on  his  oo- 
oasional  publio  performanoes*  Ho  is  content,  on  the  whole, 

with  his  position  in  life,  albeit  baoauso  he  oan  risuallso  nous 

bat tar* 


• 


*sv' 
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^tt«r*     111b  enov^^h  to  9%%,  aoft  llttl*  or  no  work  to  &o,  his 
life  la  fall.     In  ixabla,  notably  Sodjfti  anl  Molcalla.   thero 


Ing 


porterage  and 


In  ttao  oaao  of  femalos,   thoy  are  ampleyed,  if  old  or  imatti^etlTt, 
in  the  household  for  the  moat  part,   aid.  if  young  and  beautiful, 
their  only  funotione  ara  to     adorn  the  harems  of  their  nasteril, 
and  endearor  to  please  his  fans  lea  ani  desires,  proriding  him 
with  an  earthly  foretaste  of  that  hearen  of  houria  glowiogly 
promised  by  the  Prophat  Mohamad* 

fo  all  these  peoples,   slavaxy  is,  far  from  being 
an  eril,   a  moat  desirable  and  essential  part  of  the  soeial 


struetura.     They  would  eren  maintain 


aboriginal 


status,   their  status  being  oonsiderahly  eloTsted  from  that  of 
wAld  animals  to   the  ralatiyely  high  oirillzation  into  vhloh 
they  are  purchased* 

It  is  to  be  antioipated,   therefore,   that  the  eventual 
eradioatlon  of  slarery  from  the  oountries  of  this  distriet  is 


any  person  liring  at  present.     Howayer 


may 


effioiint  their  sorutiny  of  frontiers  and  their  embargoet  en 

Mttr 

arms  and  omnuiltlaa,  the  irrefutable  faot  remains  that  to  these 

e 

peoples  this  thing  is  not  wrong*  fhls  being  the  oaae,  the 
traffic  will  still  go  on  in  spite  of  all,  until  the  East  aoquire 
some  glimmaring  of  the  ideals  of  humanitarianisB  whioh  are  still 
but  nasoent  in  the  Wast* 

The  natire  approral  of  slareiy  is  of  course  quite 
general  in  this  dlstriot,  being  tha  aoeeptad  custom  ^t  high 
and  low  alika*  The  prominent  leaders  in  tha  larger  palitioal 

dlTisiaiia  era  known  to  look  upon  tha  practive  with  toleranoa, 

aat 
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not  to  say  faTor«  as  far  as  their  prlrats  opinions  aro  oon- 
eerned.     But  for  spftoial  political  roaaons  sons  of  thtSM, 
and  ospaelalljr  Ibn  Saoft  axd.  tha  Prinoo  Hagent  of  Ethiopia, 
hara  shown  at  loast  an  outward  form  of  diaapproral  of  tha 
eiuitoa.     Slnoa  tha  Soropaan  dapondaneiaa  hart  bean  diaonsead 
in  oonoaotion  with  tha  attitndos  of  tha  throe  aajer  Powers, 


attitoUB 


small 


are  in  positions  to  wiald,   if  thej  ohooae,  a  Torjr  taziglble 
influence  orer  the  oiistoBs  of  their  peoples*     Ihay  will  be 
diaoussed  indiTidnallj. 
BetJas  and  laid;     Ibn  Z^xOL. 

Sadjits  has  aLwaya  proriiad  one  of  the  rioheat  marta  for 
slares  from  the  Abyssinian  frontiers  and  beyond*     Uoder  tha 
Turkish  regime,  prior  to  1916,   tha  trade  waa  suppressed,  but 
only  in  the  open.     Howerer,   it  was  officially  regarded  aa 
non-exlatant  for  all  practical  purpoaea*     Open  and  unreatrioted 
slarery,  howeror,  was  instituted  under  the  rule  of  Sussein, 


Klog  cf  Hedjas 


and 


official  trade,  King  Hussein  exactlog  a  liberal  tax  on  all 
transfers  of  alarea,  Iceaping  his  ouatoms  agents  in  all  the 
public  markets,  who  oollected  "brokerage*  from  both  parties  to 
the  traoafer.  This  taxatian  became  second  in  importance  only 
to  tha  roTonue  from  the  amual  pilgtlmages,  iiaports  and  ezporti 
of  other  oommoditiaa  yielding  a  nagligeable  amount  ammally* 
Hussein,  howerer,  was  followed  by  his  son  111,  who  oen- 
tinned  the  practice  of  collectiog  rerenue  from  this  tra4e,  but 

with  less  rigor.   Buring  tha  reigns  of  these  two  tings,  tha 
slare  trade  flourished  throughout  Hedjas,  ttom  Teaibo  and 
Itedina  on  the  north  and  Taif  on  the  aouth.  Abyssinian  slmraa 
ware  regularly  imported,  although  the  beat  of  them  were  taken 
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op  «t  ports  farther  soutk  along  tfao  Arabian  ooast.     Thoso 
alftTOB  wore  used  for  general  labor  and  menial  work,   on  a  par 
with  ttao  lloroooan  slaTOS,  whiok  wore  not  looked  vpon  aa  olioloo. 


iA 


sonal  attendants.  Tlie  most  highly  prised  slaTOs  of  all  wore 
Cireaaslans,  the  females  of  whioh  were  at  a  high  pzemiiui  for 
harem  adomzoent^  the  males  being  looked  upen  as  of  little  real 
yalue.  In  this  eonneotion,  a  table  of  prioes  onrrent  one  year 
ago,  i^en  the  clerk  of  this  offioe  spent  a  part  of  his  leare 
in  Jeddah,  obtaining  what  first-hand  information  he  oonld  on 
all  subjects  of  interest,  is  offered  for  the  interest  it  may 
hare: 


Under  10  yrs   10o25  yrs.  orer  85yrs 


Sudanese,  Iforoooaim 
and  other  Jforth 
▲fr loans 

Cireassiana 


Sudanese,  lloroooans 
and  ether  lorth 

Afrieans 

Ciroassians 


T.|  400 

• 

M.T.I  250 

ILT.t  100 

to       160 

500 
to     700 

500 
to  460 

100 
to  200 

200 

250 

100 
to  150 

SOO 

250 

to     800 

150 
200 

Aooording  to  the  same  informant,  there  were  daily  to 


found 


for  sale,  and  market  days  were  uninterrupted  exeept  perhaps  a 
certain  slaekness  on  fridsyw*  when  prayers  were  in  order.  Qy  i 
rough  oaloulation,  it  seems  that  the  estimate  ef  Sir  Frederiek 
Lugard,  quoted  in  the  Christian  Solenoe  Ueaitor  of  Karoh  28,  11 
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'unfortariato  htaan 


in  Arabia,  was  by  no  maans  an  axa^garatlon. 

Elnga  Hoaaaln  and  All  oolftaotad  a  tax  af  B%  en  alaras 
lagportad  ani  20%  on  all  aalas,  raaorrlng  to  thanaalTas  tha  first 


aU 


Tha 


in  alaras  were  mostly  old  Sudanese  sailors,  it  is  reported,  few 
of  whom  dealt  in  the  Ibysslniens*  Tat  a  goodly  trade  in  those 
from  Abyssinia  is  generally  beliered  to  be  oarried  on.  These 
do  not  appear  in  the  pnblio  markets  beoause  they  are  not  oon- 
sidered  choice.  Host  of  the  anotioned  slaTes  are  Sudanese,  as 
shown  by  scare  on  their  oheelcs,  in  tolcen  of  their  station  in  life* 

This  order  of  things  changed,  howeyer,  upon  the 
arriral  of  Ibn  Sand  in  Hedjas.  Among  his  many  alterations  in  the 

« 

priyate  and  religious  customs  of  the  people  of  Uedjas  was  his 
restriction,  or  outward  show  of  disapproyal,  of  the  slaye  trsf- 
fio«  The  opinion  of  some  informers  who  haye  been  inter yiewed 
by  this  offioe  is  that  Ibn  Saud  has  not  giyen  the  matter  serious 
attention,  pre-occupied  as  he  probably  is  with  many  duties  in 
connection  with  establishing  his  sway  oyer  his  new  domain*  But 
tbB  more  intelligent  opinion  seems  to  sayor  of  truth,  that  Ibn 
Sand,  fully  aware  as  he  is  of  the  world's  attitude  towards  slay- 
ery»  is'watching  his  step"  with  a  yiew  to  finding  fayor  in  the 
eyas  of  the  Powers  which  may  haye  some  influenee  oyer  his 
destiny,  directly  or  indirectly.  Ibn  Ssa.d's  intelligence  and 
acumen  haye  been  shown,  first  in  his  careful  conduet  of  the 
Hedjas  caiqpaign,  and  in  his  subsequent  intelligent  diplomaoj 
with  Great  Britsia*  in  fixing  boundaries  between  his  country 


Trans Jordan 


and 


inoidental 


1 

I 
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inolftantal  points  of  nitual  interest.  He  ie  not  likely  to 
risk  the  faror  he  seeks  in  Europe  «n&  perhaps  Amerioa,  by 
oofontenenoing  a  trade  looked  upon  there  as  an  eril.  He  is 
of  coxirse  cognisant  of  the  the  faot  that  he,  as  the  new  do 
facto  King  of  Hodjas,  is  eligible  to  take  his  place  in  the 
lieague  of  Hatlons,  unless  other  rulings  are  msde  to  meet  his 
onforeseen  azA  exceptional  case,  and  with  this  qualification 
it  behooTOs  him,  he  woll  knows,  to  oonply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  League  regarding  slarery.  He  is  not  beliered  to  hawe 
any  personal  objections  to  slayery,  and  it  is  reported  on  oon- 
Tinoing  authority  that  he  owns  a  generous  contingent  of  slares 
himself*  He  has,  howoTsr,  talan  definite  steps  toward  the  re<* 
pression  of  the  publio  traffic  in  slares,  and  whaterer  his 
personal  feelings  on  the  subject  may  bo,  he  keeps  then  in  the 
background,  for  policy's  asks*  ICoreover,  he  none  too  popular 
in  the  Hohammedan  world,  aM  ho  probably  realizes  that  his 
future  power  rests  in  his  standing  with  tho  western  world. 


Yotn:  Imam  Yahia. 

Roports  are  ourrent  that  tho  majority  and  tho  boat  of 
the  slaTOS  from  Abyssinia  are  landed  in  Torious  ports  of  Tttaon. 
Horo  tho  trade  is  not  openly  oonduotod  and  there  aro  but  ffiv 
dependable  reports  regarding  the  traffic  under  the  !■•»•  Tht 
slsTOs  aro  generally  sold  priyatoly,  and  often  by  prior  arrange- 
Bont,  and  although  it  was  once  reported  that  the  loaa  openly 
declared  himself  against  the  traffio,  orery  aiailablo  souroo  of 
information  has  been  oonsultod  with  tho  result  that  tho  lamt 
is  beliered  to  be  eosvlotoly  indifferent  to  the  matter.  Ho  doos 


angl 


attitude 
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ftttltnda  of  one  who  oan  w«ll  afford  to  wash  his  hands  of  all 
outsiders.   Tbtrs  Is  helisyed  to  be  no  goysrnBsntal  p«rtl- 
olpatlon  In  tha  raoeipts  from  tha  sala  of  slaTts*  lltogathar 
tha  trade  la  carried  on  qalte  as  thoxi|^  it  ware  a  normal  and 
natural  buslnasa  for  the  sapply  of  a  certain  demand. 

0    Hadramut:  amtan  of  Ifolcalla. 

This  Stiltanata,  on  the  southern  seaboard  of  the 
ijrablaii  PannlnBuLa,  is  an  isqportant  slatre  markat.  JLs  In  tha 
rest  of  JLrabia,  slaTss  hare  are  regarded  aa  an  essential  part 
of  a  gentleman' a  household.  Host  of  the  slares  sold  in 
Mokalla  and  tha  gret/^r  Molcalla  known  as  Eadramant.  are  of 
Abyssinian  origin,  owing  to  eonrenienee  by  sea  to  that  souroa* 
There  are  also  many  Sudanese »  Koroooans  and  other  North  Ifrioans, 
with  the  most  Halted  proportion  of  Ciroassians*  Tha  trade  la 
unrestriotei.,  of  oourse,  the  Sultan  of  Kokalla  being  indapandent 
and  inftlffarent  to  foreign  opinion  to  a  degree  scDawhat  less 
than  is  the  Lubi.  Moreover,  tha  Iden  British  offieials  are 
unlikely  to  bring  up  the  subjeot,  since  thay  desire  tha  stqpport 
aid.  friendship  of  tha  Sultan  of  Mb kail  a  also at  as  mueh  as  thay 
want  soBe  understanding  with  the  Ibsb.  The  obyioua  Bbritlsh 
policy  is  to  maintain  ft-ianda  aaoag  those  holding  territories 
contiguous  to  tha  Aden  Protectorate,  and  they  would  not  broaoh 
what  is  considered  as  a  delicate  subject,  since  slaTSS  are  prlyata 
property  and  intimate  parts  of  the  sacred  household.  It  has  bean 
said  that  the  Sultan  ri sited  Aden  with  50  slares  of  his  own, 
as  part  of  his  essential  retinue,  nerer  giring  a  thought  to 
British  opinion  regarding  his  possession  of  thsa.  Mokalla  haa 
not,  apparently,  even  gxMsaed  that  slareix  !•  looked  upon  as 
a  thing  deaerring  oontumely,  nor  does  he  reallia  that  tkare  la 


1 


high  feeling  on  the  subject  in  Western  oountrlaa. 
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Tii«  Sultan  of  llolcalla  has  no  roaBon  to  ourry  faTor 
in  axiy  quarter  saya  In  Adan,  whenoa  ha  hope  a  for  arna  ani 
ammonltlon  for  tha  purpoaa  of  keaping  hla  houaa  1a  ordar.  Ha 
is  indapendant  and  unmolaatad,  axoept  whan  wild  tribaa  o 
dom  fron  tha  borderland  of  tha  ■^atorlous  Itepty  Quarter  to 
harass  his  subjects.  Ha  laelcs  tha  yaultln^;  ambition  of  Ibn 
Saud  and  tha  Imas,  hla  attention  being  oonflnad  to  tha  oon- 

> 

solldatlon  and  loproyement  of  hla  own  Sultanate  and  tha  aurroundlng 
Hadramaut*  SlaTeiy  la  a  matter  whloh  does  not  enter  Into  hla 
oaleul  at  Ions  •  and  It  la  probable  that  abolition  of  alarery  haa 
nerer  ocourred  to  him*  He  would  not  oountenanoe  the  Idaa  in 
any  oaaa,  unless  strong  preasure  oould  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
him,  asiunllk»l7  eyentuallty,  at  least  In  the  Inmedlate  future* 

Abyssinia:  Has  Tafari» 

Feudal  Abyssinia  la  Its  own  best  alare  ouatomer.  The 
exports  to  Arabia  la  merely  oyerflow.  The  trade  is  stlmulatad 
in  Arabia  by  tha  profits  obtained,  and  the  adrentura  appeals  to 
those  enterprising  Red  Sea  buoeanaers  who  are  ever  to  be  found 
where  risks  and  prof Ita  ara  moat  olosaly  allied*  S3.aTery  la  mora 


anywhere 


else  in  the  world. 


and 


masiy 


aa  he  can  afford.  When  Abysainia  became  a  maal»er  of  the  League 
and  in  aoeordanoe  with  agraamant,  Baa  Tafari  Isaued  decrees  and 
edicts  abloiahing  slarery.  the  people  paid  no  attention  whaterer 
to  the  futile  oommaad  and  alayery  went  on  juat  the  aama  aa  always* 

Has  Cafari,  the  Prince  Bagent,  has  been  giring  tha 
matter  his  serious  attantion,  none  tha  laaa*   Ha  probably  realiias 


than 


has  giyen  up'  tha 


Ha  is 


not 
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not  as  yet  In  a  position  to  oomaat,  OBpoelally  whore  raelal 
onstoaa*  eooroe  of  eontnrloa  old,  are  InrolTed.  Slseo  alaTOzj 
la  as  moh  a  part  of  tlio  life  of  the  X^ysalnlans  as  rtfr 
andL  "tej",  Saa  Tafarl  Is  fnlly  aware  that  It  cannot  he  i^roote 
In  a  day,  or  a  7*v*  or  perhaps  a  decade*  Shonld  ha  ondeaTor, 


knows 


way  find  himself  wost  nnpopnlar  In  OTory 


oonfaslon  way  ho  the  resnlt  and  that  the  "statas  qma*«  sbleh 
the  three  Powers  agreed  to  nalntalii  (Tripartite  Icroemsnt  of  1904 
would  hoeona  an  ewpty  phrase*  Es  oaimot  rlslc  oonfnslon  or  a 
dlsmptlon  of  the  delleately  balanced  statas  quo  now  existing, 
as  long  as  he  ohorlshes  asibltions  to  preserre  the  Independenee 
and  80Torel9S.t7  of  his  eoantry  and  to  hrlng  It  gradn&lXy  forward, 
that  It  vDuj   take  a  working  part  In  the  world's  affairs* 

Furthermore,  the  Frlnoe  Begent  la  afraid,  tarrlhlj 
afraid  of  the  BotlTOs  whloh  he  helloTos  to  exist  hohlwi  the 
apparently  Innooent  ani  legit Uiate  ooisikerclal.  Industrial  and 
agrloaltnr%l  plans  of  Great  Britain,  Fl*anee  and  Italy  In  his 
domain*  The  tripartite  Agroemeat,  signed  at  London  on  Deo 


13,  1906, would  sees,  at  faoe  Talae.to  prorlde  for  erery  pesslhle 
oontlngency  and  to  guarantee  that,  irikatSTor  may  happen,  thosa 
throe  Powers  will  negloot  no  opportanlty  to  aafe-goard  the 
sOTsralgnty  of  Ethiopia  and  keep  It  Intact*   Bat,  the  Bas  thinks, 
what  of  the  "qgiheres  of  Inflaenoe*  mapped  oat  liy  thsm  -  do  thssa 
not  presaga  an  OTontnal  ooUapaa,  with  oo]Maf|M»t  dlrlslsn  of 
the  fragmentsT   What  of  thi  fjreaeh  railway  and  their  hitter 


erery 
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And  what  of  this  new,  sweeping  Italian  proposal  with  regard  to 
"oelonlal  neeesslty*? 

Xi^land,  he  knows.  Is  frankly  an  empire  hullder*  He 

Is 
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is  by  no  niBaiis  ignorant  of  oases  In  point,  showing  how  ths 
British  hsT*  gainod  antry  into  independent  tsrritorisa  for 
apparently  imiooent  pnxpases  of  trada,  or  for  tha  radraaa  of 
ganmino  griaTanoaa,  and  ranalnad  to  "protaot"  and  ta  rola. 
Ho  oitaa  India*  Aden  and  Xgypt  as  tha  szamplas  naaraat  to 
hand.  Tot  he  wants  to  de-velop  the  resooroos  and  eoniBeree  of 
his  oonntry  and  to  ednoate  his  paopla,  failing  whioh  he  oan 
nerer  hope  to  aoooaplish  the  refoims,  such  as  abolition  of 
slayary ,iriiioh  he  desiraa  or  whioh  the  ontsida  world  desires 
of  him*  This  he  cannot  do  with  the  outside  world's  help.  So 
would  waloone  sueh  help  if  h»]^  were  not  afraid  to  aooapt  it, 
and  this  is  the  Chinese  puxsla  iriiioh  he  oannot  at  this  tins 
find  any  meana  of  solring,  unless  •  and  upon  this  hinges  all 
his  hopes  •>  tha  Uliited  States,  with  no  hidden  purposes,  oooa 


into  his  country  officially  axd.  comeroially  and  azart  a  ^uiet, 
steadying  inlLuenea*   He  hopes  for  Bore  froB  our  Goreniment 
than  Bay  be  possible,  but  noTarthaless  he  hopes. 

The  best  insight  irtxioh  has  yet  been  obtained  into 
tha  true  thoughts  and  fealings  of  this  Prinoe  in  distress  is 
found  in  the  personal  note  book  of  an  laerioaK  Missionary 
physician.  Dr.  Thomas  Jl.  Loabie,  who,  on  his  way  home  ria  Iden 
recently,  kindly  permitted  this  Consulate  to  take  an  extract 


u  from  it*  There  follows  Torbatim  a  portion  of  this  diary. 


entered  imaediataly  after  an  Interesting  interriav,  whaa  Hr* 
L«Bhie  waited  upan  His  Iiiperial  Highness  to  bid  him  goodbyes 


*lddiB  Ababa, 
*Iaroh  29,  1926* 


"Ha-ra  Just  returned  frOB  Bas  Safari's  Beaidenoa, 
where -I  had  an  hour  and  a  half 'a  talk  with  hlB,  whioh 
I  will  try  to  set  down* 

*tha  Has  asked  bo  whan  and  why  I  had  decided  to 
go  to  Amerioa,  as  he  wanted  me  to  stay  at  least  bb- 
other  year  before  going  on  furlough.  To  this  I  re-> 
B  plied  that  for  several  reasons  (it  seoBsd  best  man- 
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tlonlB^) ,  zie«d  of  getting  som*  others  fl*  •••  alssloiiarlos) , 
wanting  to  put  ohllCren  In  sokoel  In  Iserloa.  wanting 
to  get  Z*raya  and.  eleotrle  light,  and  other  things  for 
hospital  and  assured  hla  that  work  would  be  well  taken 
oare  of  by  Dr*  Pollock  and  Br*  lagelabaoh  In  o«r  ab- 
■enoe  • 

"Ve  than  spaka  of  getting  soae  help  froa  Bookt* 
feller  fnatltwta  on  sanitary  problews  of  Iddls  Ababa 
and  study  of  diseases  of  the  oountry  with  hape  of 
starting  a  sohool  here  for  training  natlTS  aedloal 
help  and  dootera.  He  seemed  »dte  willing  for  this 
but  said  he  would  feel  quite  onagrlned  if  we  nade  the 
appeal  and  were  turned  down*  I  tried  to  tell  hiw  that 
this  would  be  no  diagraoe  whatOTsr  and  partially  at 
least  eonrlnoed  him  of  It. 

*Tha  talk  then  turned  to  slaTory  Ib  JL^sainia.  I 
told  hiw  that  he  was  Ilka  Xathar  -  *oaM  to  the  ring- 
dow  for  suoh  a  tine  as  this'-  that. I  felt  that  now 
was  perhaps  the  aoat  critioal  tlaa  in  all  tha  history 
of  Abyssinia.  The  Leagoa  of  ffations  and  pmblie  aanti- 
mant  in  U*  3.  A*  and  Xngland  was  so  agalnat  slayery, 
that  unless  something  drastic  was  dona  soon,  there 
would  be  interference  in  Abyssinia  on  tha  part  of  tha 
lieague  of  Vat  lens,  or  of  sews  European  natlan  interest- 
ed,  not  so  mueh  in  putting  down  slsTSiy,  as  in  aaklng 
the  popular  sentiment  against  it  a  pretext  for  inter- 
ference and  partition  of  Abyssinia  or  at  least  doain- 
atlon  of  her  Ctorenuaint.  He  quite  agreed  to  this  and 
said  that  aoaethiag  wust  be  done,  and  that  ha  la  fuite 
opposed  to  slsTOix  t^^   ^B  trying  to  induse  the  leaders 
of  Abyssinia  to  agree  to  its  suppression.  That  tha 
Saprass  and  fituarari  Bsyta  Giergia  (War  Kinister)  are 
difficult  to  persmata  of  the  necessity  of  this,  but 
if  theaa  two,  and  a  third,  who  is  a  Baa»  would  join 
with  him  in  freeing  their  own  slaToa,  the  oountry 
would  haTS  to  consent  and  do  likawlae.  He  has  hopes 
of  Inducing  th.ese  to  consent. 

*I  asked  hin  if  hi  would  welcoae  any  outside  help 
in  trying  ta  persuade  thsaa  great  ones  to  glTO  up 
slaTexy,  as  fron  one  of  the  Powers  represented  diplo- 
■atlcally  here?  He  answereA  that  he  would  do  so,  if 
conTlnved  of  their  disinterestednaas,  but  that  he 
feared  that,  if  he  ayailed  hlMself  of  their  help,  thay 
would  use  it  later  aa  an  inatrumant  to  deprire  Aby- 
ssinia of  her  freedoB.  Is  respected  and  admired  the 
British,  and  felt  in  rapport  with  them  on  most  orery- 
thing,  but  he  would  regret  if  thay,  for  instanee, 
would  help  in  patting  down  slarexy,  and  then  act  aa 
they  hare  in  Igypt,  maintaining  their  hold  upon  it* 
If  Ameriea  would  give  this  help,  he  would  be  ^ad  of 
It. 

"X  spaka  of  Aaarioa*s  fear  of  foreign  entangla- 
menta,  and  the  diffionlty  of  getting  a  sympathatic 
hearing*  doe  to  the  anormoua  also  ox  our  country*  ita 
BultituAlaous  offieaa,  etc.,  but  bellaTed  that  if  it 
were  poaaibla  to  get  to  the  right  source  •  either  tha 
Secretary  of  State,  or  aesMona  like  that,  that  a  goad 
deal  oould  be  dana  in  a  quiet  way,  by  tha  appeintaent 
and  moral  enoouragement  of  a  aaitable  Aaerioan  or 
Americans,  aa  Xinlsters  or  Consuls,  who  ceild  act  aa 
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bvfftrs  Mftlnst  tfai  rayaoltj  of  thost  l«rop««i8 
tesirluG^  XVjsslnia  on  Xbm   one  banA  Janft,  ant  en  th« 
oth«r  haai.»  to  MoonA  and  atrooi^aB  tba  real  re- 
tormm  he  fXa«  Tafarl)  wlsliee  ta  bring  about  in  tba 
oonntrxt  snob  as  alaTary  eaanolpatlon,  roate,  jndl- 
olal  reforn,  eoboola,  sanitatlaoEi,  ete.,  eto* 

"The  Baa  lA  higily  In  f^yer  of  tkla,  aal  If  It 
oan  be  brought  aJbeni,  belleToa  It  uanlt  ba  ef 
iBBMBae  banaflt*  la  aaanrei  ne  tbat  ba  oan  laipaaa 
his  will  qpan  aU  in  the  aonntry,  but  tba  Ibtpreaa  ia, 
aa  is  wall  knevn,  oonaarratiTa*  le  hoped  I  eonlA  to 
aoaathing  in  iLseriea  to  get  real  help  from  oar 
GoTomaant* 

"Wa  then  taUbed  of  roada*  and  I  aakad  bin  vhor 
nothix^  waa  being  dene*  le  replied  tbat  thaj  bad 
plana,  bat  laoh  of  nonay  kept  then  from  earrjing 
thea  oat*  They  propeaed,  boaoTert  in  the  near  fatare  to 
build  an  autaaabile  read  to  /!■»,  and  if  it  «aa  a 
auoeeaa,  ba  hopad  ba  eould  get  seas  Anerioan  eaapav 
to  ea«e  out  and  undertake  building  it  on  to  Gere,  that 
I  waa  tba  only  parson  ba  bad  told  this  to.  I  told 
hia  of  offer  ef  CloTOland  Bridge  Ca^paajr  i^e,  after 
building  tba  Blue  lile  and  Atbara  bridges  in  the 
8adaA»  bad  offered  to  build  a  bridge  fef  thair  own 
eapital)  aaross  the  Ihite  lile  at  Chartova,  proTided 
they  oonld  baTO  the  tellB  for  ten  FtArs*  Wandered 
if  thia  night  warh  in  Abyaainia.  le  waa  intareatad, 
and  wanta  xo  taUt  nore  ok  this  before  we  leaTO.  I 
aaked  bin  if  it  waa,  aa  had  been  teXd  no.  that 
Abyaalniana  diA  not  want  to  build  raada,  for  fear  of 
ita  giTing  rea4bf^  aeeeaa  to  an  inyadlng  foreign  Power* 
le  sfldled  broadly  at  thia  and  answered  *Vo,  it  was 
■erely  laek  ef  money* ' 

^e  than  ipaka  of  the  three  boys  at  Kiia«~  College 
sent  by  Hie  Eifl^bneaa,  and  what  waa  his  will  for  thaa. 
He  aaid  ba  wanted  tbea  to  eonplate  their  eduoatien* 
I  told  bin  their  money  waa  finiahed,  so  he  said  he 
would  Bond  mere  far  them. 

''faa* 

**Ie  said  tbat  oar  work  at  the  hospital  bad 
already  pleaaed  him  greatly  and  that  ba  waa  glad 
to  be  linked  with  aa  in  it,  and  that  God  bad  blessed 
it,  and  sithoach  it  brought  no  money-  gain  to  ua, 
it  oarried  Gad^a  bleaalng,  and  le  would  reward  it* 
I  told  him  I  liked  it  that  te  aaid  that  the  Praiae 
waa  to  God,  as  we  bad  deaerred  na  oredit* 

"With  this  I  begged  to  be  exouaed  from  a  Tory 
happy  and  I  hope  not  prafitlaaa  inter riaw.  He  wanta 
Frafeeaor  Puoha  and  I  to  oome  up  tamorraw,  the 
Professor  to  examine  his  wife's  eyea* 

*We  omae  aasy*" 

Thus,  hope  en  the  one  hand  and  fear  on  tba  other » 
with  the  ambition  of  persuading  the  United  ttataa  to  threw 
ita  weight  Judloioualy  on  the  aide  of  hope,  dominate  tba 
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preMnt  attltttdt  of  His  Inyerlal  HlghiMss*     This  offlo«  is 
P«rsuaA«d  that  h«  !•  alastr*  In  his  A«slr*  t»  a¥oll«k 
mlKWxjt  If  011X7  for  tta*  purposo  of  kelAlng  hlo  placo,  •!- 
rotty  won*  In  tbm  Jfmgum  of  latioas.     So  prolNtblj  has  fov 
poroonal  aonvlos  agsliuit  BlsTorXt  ^ut  thoao  «ro  •  iiM*traol:o4 
In  fttTor  of  tte  prinolpttl  loonot  tho  groateat  goot  to  hia 
oonntrj* 

This  avggeata  tho  pasilbllltsr  that  tho  Loagoo  of 
Matlona  alono,  with  Anorlcan  ooBpllanoo,  oan  work  ont  tho 

r 

oalTatlon  of  JLIiyaslnia*  pro  toot  log  its  indopondont  and 
aoToroign  atataa.   This  would  eloarly  ho  hot  tor  than  to 
ontrnat  tho  f^ to  of  thla  last  Indopondont  Stato  In  jLfrlea  to 


tho  toDdor  Boroloa  of  throo  aahltiona  aajor  Powora*  ,fhe 
draft  slarorj  oonTontlon,  whioh  roooirod  world«wido  oirenlatlon 
for  study  and  oomBont,  not  only  appoara  to  ho  a  groatly 
modoratod  oxtraot  of  tfaa  roooamondatlons  of  tho  Loagao'a 
ozportSt  hut  aooaa  to  bo  porfoetly  futllo  with  rogard  to  tho 
supprooalon  of  alaro  trafflo  in  this  partionlar  aoono  of  alaro 
aotiTlty*   Talk  of  a  now  wandato  undor  tho  ftoagoo  is  on* 
oouraglng,  hut  Saa  Cafari'a  aatural  ^uory  woold  ho;  "Ihy  a 
maadato  ift  all?"  Is  tha  Loa^v*  to  pro  toot  Jihysainia  againat 
tho  throo  aaBhvra  of  tha  imm^pam  haying  dlroot  torritorial 
intoroata  around  that  ooantryt  iad  than  ttaoro  ia  tho  fuaation 
of  alaro  patrola  in  tha  lad  and  Irahian  Soas*  It  ^poara  that 
tho  Powora  intoroatod  tho  most  aro  pmtting  forward  tha 
atrongoat  ohjootiona  to  tha  iaraaion  of  torritorial  watora 
for  tht  purpoao  of  ohaohiag  tha  slaTO  tr«ffio  at  tha  porta 
of  ozitt  aa  for  oxMipla,  Tftjara  and  Ohoh* 


Tharo  aro  dis^uioting  al^na  of  atoni«  and  laa  Taftoi 
ia  not  hlisd  to  than*  lo  aay  not  ha  a  finishod  intornati onal 
azport.  bat  ho  ia  wall  oduoatad  and  wall»adTiaod«  oapooially 
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r«gardizig     those  foreign  ftftkirs  irtileh  affoot  his  eivii 
oountzy.     Ho  grants  tho  paternal Im  and  ^enefloenoe  of 
Iritlah  rule,  but  the  e eateaplat len  of  Irltlah  toalnatlon 
of  ii^sslnla  lifcea  him  not  at  all*     He  is  eonaoiena  of  Italy's 
proolalaed  "neeoBsltles"*  hut  OTon  the  most  ignorant  and 
h«nighted  suhjeots  of  the  realm  still  sing  Tieter7  paeons 
on  the  anniyersary  of  JLdoisa.     low  ooaea  the  telegraphie 
news  of  GermsA  proposals  of  funding  the  frano  in  exehange 
for  frenoh  alt  in  reoorering  German  oolonies  -  in  Ifriea* 
Alsaoa-Lorraine  msj  one  dsj  he  forgotten  and  superseded  hj 
Sfaahhles  oyer  the  Bark  Continent*     The  Vilsenian  prinoiple 
of  "Self •determination  for  Small  nations"  has  penetrated 
to  Addis  Ahatm.     Baa  TaCari  keeps  It  elose  to  his  heart,  and 
hopest  no  doubt  thinking  that,  if  It  should  apply  te  nations 
whloh  did  not  exist  before  the  war,   it  should  apply  with 


Xnrope 


was  a  howling  wildernsss* 


Has  Safari  will  acoept,  and  OTon  more,  will  seek, 
all  ths  outside  help  to  qusnoh  slarery  that  will  net  en* 
danger  thi  Integrity  of  the  iHpire.  Us  problem  is,  just 
^lat  kind  of  help,  and  how  maoh  of  it,  dare  he  aoeept? 

The  attitudes  of  the  rulers  in  these  parts  of  this 
dlatriot  whsre  slATeiy  Is  most  rampant  are  open  and  reoeptlTe 
Ibn  Saud  will  probably  go  maoh  farther  than  Has  Taf ari  im 


the  slsTery  futstisa,  beeause  he  holds  his  domain  la  an  iram 
grip,  and  upsets  aga-old  Hohaamedam  traditions  with  apparent 
impunity*  If  his  membership  in  the  league,  aooordlng  te  the 
Treaty  of  Yersaillea,  la  held  ralid  and  if  his  boundary  treaty 
with  Oreat  Britain  is  a  true  slcn  of  British  friendship,  only 

the 
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thM  &lplOBae7  anft  sagaelty  tor  iriiieh  he  is  alreaAj  faned, 
will  snfflee  to  renfttr  him  aasaa^l*  t«  persuAsion  aziA  eon- 


seqoftzit  aetlon  on  the  sla^v  q^nestlon  in  lei. Jam  and  Arabia. 
Those  who  hafa  the  slare  traff lo  to  deal  with  In  this  dls- 
trlet  win  have  to  take  Ita  Sand  aerlenalj  Into  eonalderat; 
BoBors  are  oorrent  In  Arab  qnarters  that  Ibn  Sand  waj  one 
(  day  be  master  of  the  whole  JLrabian  Penninsnla,   Instead  of 

only  foor-flftha  of  It,  as  he  is  at  present*     The  iMyi  at 
Sanaa  Is  thonght  by  oertaln  Brltl^  to  hafw  helped  matters 
along  In  that  dlreotlan,  when,  In  lebmary  of  this  year, 
he  refased  to  treat  with  Sir  Gilbert  Clayton  (despatoh  lo. 
Its  of  Maroh  10,  19S6)  •     That,  howerer,  la  another  tople. 
to  be  diMuased  In  a  fallowlBg  despatoh* 

I  ha'vw  tha  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tonr  obadlent  aerrant. 


Ille  So*   790 


Coplea  ta: 


Xabaaay  at  Kendon 
Le^atlan  at  lama 
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419  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  City 

TtUphons    Madleon  Square  9800 

June  29t   1927. 


ChariM  H.  Fahe.  Dirtdor 
HolUa  W.  Hflrtnt.  lAbrmimt 


Personale 


Mr.  Elbridge  De  Ea«it 

Division  of  Western  Stiropean 
State  Department, 

Washington,  D#   0. 

l^r  dear  Mr.  Rand: 

I  do  not  know  whether  Abyssinia  comes  within   the  range  of  the  Western 
European  Division  or  not,  but  as  nay  inquiry  refers   to  the   subject  of 
slavery,   I  am  venturing  to  send  this  personal  letter  to  you  in   the  hope 
that  you  may  bring  the  question  to   the   attention  of   the  rif^t  person  in 
the  Dei^rtment. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of   a  letter  recehtly  received  from  London  together  with  an.'^ 
extract  from  the  London  Times.     Iflll  you  not  be  good  enough  to  obtain  for 
me  a  copy  of    the   statement  issued  by  the  Department  of  Comnerce  to  ^Ich 
these  enclosures  refer?     I  cannot  believe  that    the   interpretation  in  these 
enclosures  of   the  action  of  our  Gr cvemment   is  correct  and  I   should  lilce   to 
have  the  facts   in  order  that   I  may  mEike  fin   effective  reply. 

For  the  purpose  of    such  a  reply,    I  should  also  appreciate  such  comr;ents  or 
infonimtion  as  you  may  be  able  to  obtain  for  me   in  the  Department  of  rtatea 
You  doubtless  know  that   the  Anidrican  mis^^ionary  societies  working  in  Abyssin^ 
are  very  eager  that  an  American  diplomatic  representative  should  be  appointed^ 
to  reside  at   A.ddis  Abeba.      If   there  is  anything   that   we  can  do   In  supporting 

the   Stitte  Department   in  obtaining  the  necessary  action  of  Congress,   I   shall 
be  glad  to  know  about   ite 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  assistance   in  this  matter,   I  am 


A.^ 


Yours   sincerely 


&Lv/ms 


'MjUbanMA^^ 


'M 


Ji*     ■ 
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CQP^  Qir  lETTm  /nOB  KR.  JOHI  H*  &iBRXS«  London  S«T?*Iv  aiglasd* 


i:Ttii  Iky,  ltt7. 


1^  dtfcr  T;amtfmi»i 


Btrc  is  a  Kvtt«r  yAiidt 


to  nqoin  joor  iandiato  attanttei^  f>^ 
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!  Abyssinian  Ruler  Offers  to 
Abolish  Slavery  Forever 
!       if  World  Will !  !elp. 


SUES  FOR  ESTATE 


(This  Btranire  proposal  from  the  la^t  ^tronR 
hold    of    ilavery    will    cause    worMwulr    com 
ment.     It     la     at     onc«     a     cha  l        c     and     a 
oromise  to  the  more  progTCMi\«'  ,  ^uple«  from 
an  enllirhtened  ruler  of  Ethiopia.) 

BY  JACK  BAUM. 

SPECIAI.  CORRESPONDENCE 

Ol  The  Chicago  Dally  News  Foreign   Service^ 

Copyrtght    1927.  The  Chicago  Daily  Newa.  Iim!* 

Addis  Ababa,  Abyssinia,  Feb.  7  — 
For  perhaps  the  last  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  Americans  and  Eu- 
ropeans have  been  invited  to  take  a 
leading  part  in  the  actual  liberation 
ol  slaves. 

Tafarl  Makonen,  regent  of  the  em- 
pire and  heir  to  the  throne  of  Ethio- 
pia (Abyssinia)  made  this  request  to- 
day In  the  following  unmistakable 
language: 

•*To  enable  the  government  of 
Abyssinia  to  realize  its  greatest  hope 
—the  complete  suppression  of  slavery 
In  the  empire — Americans  and  Euro- 
peans are  invited  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  development  of  the  coun- 
try and  to  aid  In  iYr  !:heration  of 
slaves  by  their  employiuenL  as  work- 
men. Seriously  Intentloned  and  re- 
sponsible parties  will  be  granted  all 
the  facilities  and  favors  necessary  to 
insure  the  financial  success  of  their 
enterprise.' 

To  those  familiar  with  the  history  I 
of  Abyssinia  this  new  policy  is  prob- 
ably the  greatest  forward  step  made 
by  the  ancient  empire  of  the  Queen 
of  Sheba  since  the  days  of  the  great 
Menelik.  That  1  is  based  upon  sound 
logic  is  evident  *ibm  the  clear-cut  and 
plain  wordlM  of  the  pronouncement: 

'*The  Ab^islnian  goverimient,  in 
Its  determiAat  dd  to  abolish  slavery, 
some  years  ag  made  it  a  capital  of- 
fense to  buy,  ell  or  traffic  in  slaves 
The  humanity  and  wisdom  of  this  law 
having  been  proved  through  a  period 
of  years,  the  government  of  Abys- 
sinia has  decided  to  go  farther;  It  has 
worked  out  the  general  outline  of  a 
plan  for  allowing  those  txjm  In  slavery 
to  obtain  the  status  of  free  men.  If 
they  ^a  ^  eslre.  by  their  own  efforts 

1  ^  Plantation    Scheme. 

|-*>*5ji\j;!JmjL?m  be  put  into  execution 
as  sc  ^  asthe  details  have  been  set- 
tled and  agreed  upon  by  the  various 
branches  of  the  government  and  the 
i^  governors  of  provinces.  It  will  be  In 
the  nature  of  the  following : 

"Foreign  capital  will  be  Invited  to 
lease  tracts  of  land  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  coffee,  rubber,  fruit  and  other 
products  and  for  the  raising  of  cattle. 
**>eep  «^^  hi*rses.     Such  enterprises 

v^ed  slave  labor  and  will 

'5*  remit  one- half  the  la- 

hls  owner,  the  other 

'  the  government  un- 

.is  aoonmulated  eam- 


FORMER     ARCHDUKE     FRED- 
ERICK  OF   HAPSBURG. 

W[By  Key  alone  View.l 
ARSAW,  Poland.  March  24.— <jp) 
—Former  Archduke  Frederick  of 
Hapsburg,  has  started  suit  against  the 
Polish  government  for  restitution  of 
his  estates  in  the  portion  of  SUesla. 


Ings  will  suffice  to  purchase  his  free- 
dom, which,  according  to  estimates 
so  far  obtainable,  will  be  approxi- 
mately five  years. 

•'But  the  Immediate  wholesale  lib- 
eration of  all  slaves,  the  sudden 
breaking  of  a  custom  sis  ancient  as 
Africa  Itself,  as  advocated  by  well- 
intentioned  people  In  Europe  and 
America,  would  surely  produce  a  dras- 
tic situation  In  which  multitudes  of 
people  without  a  profession  and  with 
no  means  of  support  would  be  thrown 
upon  the  highways.  Being  without 
a  means  of  existence,  they  would  soon 
become  criminals.  And  In  this  situ- 
ation the  greatest  help  which  Amer- 
ica and  Europe  can  give  to  Abyssinia 
In  its  present  state  of  evolution  is 
work.  Hands  are  not  wanting.  The 
Abyssinian  government  is  ready  and 
eager  to  favor  foreign  capital  which 
can  develop  the  country  and  aid  In 
the  actual  liberation  of  slaves  by  em- 
ploying them  as  workmen  in  their  de- 
velopment projects. 

A  Long- Sought  Plan. 

•Ilis  imperial  highness,  Tafarl 
Makonen,  will  grant  to  such  serious- 
ly intentlor^ed  and  responsible  parties 
all  the  facilities  and  favors  necessary 
to  Insure  the  financial  success  of 
their  work,  which  will  enable  ijt 
regent  of  Abyssinia  to  realize  the  aim 
which  he  has  so  much  at  heart,  the 
complete  suppression  of  slavery  In 
Abyssinia.  •• 

To  understand  the  far-reaching  and 
revolutionary  character  of  this  pro- 
nouncement it  is  only  necessary  to 
remember,  as  Ras  Tafarl  says:  ''that 
slavery  is  as  old  as  Africa  Itself.*' 
The  strength  of  the  Abyssinian  gov- 
ernment and  Its  standing  with  Its  own 


subjects  is  proved  by  Its  ability  to»  wm 

we  say  in  Amc i,  "get  away"  witia 

such  a  great  reform.  iThe  big  rasest 
the  governors  of  provinces  and  thA 
large  landowners,  own  hundreds* 
sometimes  thousands,  of  slaves.  Ta- 
farl Makonen  and  his  government 
have  been  able,  by  conservative  and 
quiet  diplomacy  at  home,  to  gain  tha 
consent  and  support  of  even  the  pow- 
erful reactionary  group,  the  pafty 
which,  up  to  the  present  time  would 
not  allow  an  airplane  to  fly  over  tha 
country. 

That  slavery  in  Abyssinia  is  of  H 
benign  character  is  not  understood 
and  cannot  be  understood  except  by; 
those  familiar  with  its  workings  hera. 
The  easy-going,  careless  nature,  the 
simple  scale  of  living,  the  lack  ot 
desire  for  the  things  that  money  can 
buy  which  are  marked  characteris- 
tics of  the  average  Abyssinian  slavo 
owner  Is  so  much  the  reverse  of  mod- 
em that  It  Is  extremely  difficult  to 
believe.  A  ras  with  hundreds  ot 
slaves  does  not  utilize  this  labor  to 
any  extent  In  the  cultivation  of  his 
land.  He  raises  enough  to  feed  him- 
self, his  retainers  and  his  slaves  and 
that  Is  all-  The  work  done  Is  almost 
negligible.  The  result  is  the  f&laves 
are  more  of  a  burden  than  a  Source 
of  income.  It  is  largely  due  to  this 
peculiar  fact  that  Ras  Tafarl  has, 
been  able  to  gain  the  support  of  the 
slave-holders  In  his  effort  to  banish 
slavery  from  his  empire. 

Some  Slaves  Contented. 

To  those  familiar  with  Abyssinian 
conditions  It  Is  apparent  that  great 
numbers  will  prefer  to  remain  in  their 
present  state  of  mild  bondage  rather 
than  to  assume  the  responsibilitiefl 
of  supporting  themselves.  It  waa 
doubtless  with  this  In  mind  toai 
Tafarl  Makonen  in  his  pronounce- 
ment inserted  the  phrase  "If  they  so 
desire"  when  stating  his  policy  of 
allowing  tnose  bom  in  slavery  to  at- 
tain the  status  of  free  men. 

Ras  Tafarl  is  a  close  student  of 
history.  He  is  familiar  with  the  con-( 
ditions  that  obtained  in  the  United 
States  after  the  civU  war  when  slaves 
were  thrown  upon  the  community  i]% 
mobs,  and  while  he  is  determined  to 
free  all  slaves  eventually  he  Is  equals 
ly  determined  to  profit  by  Americaa 
experience  and  avoid  plunging  hln 
country  Into  the  deplorable  state  of 
disorder  that  afflicted  the  south  aftec 
the  war.  In  the  opinion  of  close  ob<4 
servers  in  the  capital  he  has  hit  upoxi 
a  plan  that  will  accomplish  his  hu«« 
manltarlan  purpose  with  the  leasH 
possible  friction;  a  plan,  the  best  foo 
Abyssinia,  for  the  slaves  and  for  tb# 
slave  owners. 


« > 


s 


i-m' 


•r 


■■:  i   •  1 


ETHIOPIA 


i      .t: 


COMMERCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC 

SURVEY  an 


r-  ? 


J. 


I 


';i* 


i;'*  n.i^^;^miM:nl  '•i^i'  i'^ 


:«  ■ 


-    ,  itrV<  '^i  ^•'.^"sfn 


<iVJO-¥.- 


i  *' 


" 


ii 


J 


T.  ,-v    .  :  J      '     /'  ''  -  -     :'^,  * ' 


«.'♦!        '    <■ 


•  r 


J.LODERPARK      '    '      .ti 


AMERICAN  VICE  CONSUL.  ADEN,  AJMWA^ ,  ^  ^  ^|K  ^ 


;u5"io 


- '  \^ 


'.  f 


r 


ri 


.»    ^        4- 


r  • 


:.    • 


'.)'  > 


r.'::i'  a 


a 


t    /  --Ml   - 


'-»   .i 


.'>'  '.''♦     ri'f»u    •>v'  '^■. 


•      > 


N^4T« 


-ll 


i  t 


h'  '1 


<  ,  -i .' 


i'  :.]    his  y  1 


■  •    r.       » 


;ir. 


>  ,    ' 


V. 


-.'t 


.T 


t  ,T 


:  *  f . 


<  1  ■  ^. 


-t^»- 


■1    f\.'v--J 


V, 


I       .I.J 


1  I 


*  t  /     I 


.il 


ii 


:;i 


:,  i(- 


■•it' 


.  I 


•\ 


■j'.i 


\  \ 


►>  X'. 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT 
OF  COMMERCE 


r:y^ 


I    <  :*  f-* , 


HUMIV 

DOMESnC  COMMBBCB 


ml 


■nil 


'  ^.( 


i^A 


."H 


;^  V 


V 


\ 


■^Ht'Jir, 


Trade  Information  Bulletin  No.  476 


Price,  If  OnU 


FOREWORD 


• 


I  •  , 


r 


The  increased  international  interest  recently  shown  in  the  Empire 
of  Ethiopia,  formerly  known  as  Abyssinia,  warrants  a  review  of  con- 
ditions in  that  little  known  country  of  approximately  10,000,000 
inhabitants — a  region  which  is  one  of  the  few  productive  portions  of 
the  African  continent  in  which  no  modem  development  projects 
have  been  undertaken  during  recent  years,  although  some  are  under 
consideration.  The  country's  situation  as  a  sovereign  nation  places 
it,  however,  in  a  somewhat  diflferent  relation  to  foreign  capital  from 
that  of  its  neighboring  areas  that  are  parts  of  the  colonial  systems 
of  European  powers. 

Although  the  political  independence  of  Ethiopia  has  been  recog- 
nized by  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Italy  since  1906,  and  that  coun- 
try under  its  Regent,  Ras  Taffari  Makonnen,  has  been  a  member  of 
the  League  of  Nations  since  1923,  nevertheless  the  modern  economic 
developments  there  have  been  largely  accomplished  by  foreign 
enterprise. 

The  country's  resources  remain  still  largely  unexploited  and  the 
industrial  development  is  negligible.  Although  there  are  reported 
to  be  rich  resources  of  rubber,  coal,  copper,  silver,  sulphur,  potash, 
mica,  gold,  and  iron,  only  the  last  four  have  so  far  been  extracted 
commercially,  and  these  only  to  a  slight  extent.  Ethiopia  may  be 
said  to  represent,  therefore,  an  almost  virgin  field  for  productive 
effort,  and  with  its  increasing  economic  development  and  augmented 
purchasing  power,  it  represents,  as  well,  a  new  and  promising 
market  for  the  products  of  the  industrial  world. 

Julius  Kl£in,  Director 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com/merce, 

May,  1927. 
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ETHIOPIA:  COMMERCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC  SURVEY 

INTRODUCTION 

Ethiopia,  formerly  known  as  Abyssinia,  is  an  inland  empire  sepa- 
rated from  the  west  coast  of  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Gulf  of  Aden  by 
the  Italian  colony  of  Eritrea  and  French  and  British  Somaliland, 
and  from  the  Indian  Ocean  by  Italian  Somaliland.  It  is  bounded 
by  Kenya  Colony  on  the  south  and  by  the  Anglo- Egyptian  Sudan 
on  the  west.  It  is  made  up  of  several  ancient  kingdoms  and  formerly 
independent  or  semi-independent  political  entities,  which  constitute 
in  part  the  modem  provincial  divisions.  The  nominal  ruler  is  the 
Empress  Waizeru  Zauditu,  crowned  in  1916,  but  the  actual  govern- 
ment is  largelv  in  the  hands  of  her  son,  the  regent,  Ras  Taffari. 

In  1923  Ethiopia  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  League  of 
Nations.  Since  1906,  when  a  special  agreement  was  signed  between 
them,  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Italy  have  recognized  the  independ- 
ence and  integrity  of  the  country,  at  th^  same  time  guaranteeing  not 
to  intervene  in  Ethiopian  internal  affairs,  nor  to  act  so  that  indus- 
trial concessions  granted  in  the  interest  of  any  one  of  them  might 
injure  the  others. 

Of  the  country's  estimated  population  of  about  10,000,000,  only 
about  one-third  are  Ethiopians,  a  Christian  people  of  Hamitic  origin 
with  a  Semitic  admixture.  More  than  half  the  total  population  are 
Gallas,  pastoral  and  agricultural  people,  some  of  whom  are  Chris- 
tian, some  Mohammeoan,  and  some  pagan.  Somalis  inhabit  the 
Somaliland  Plateau  in  the  southeast;  Falashas,  of  Jewish  religion, 
comprise  an  important  part  of  the  population  in  the  northeast;  and 
a  considerable  number  of  negroes  inhabit  the  southwest  districts. 

The  capital  and  seat  of  government,  Addis  Ababa,  has  a  popula- 
tion of  about  65,000,  of  whom  perhaps  1,000  are  foreign  residents, 
chiefly  British  Indians,  Arabs,  Greeks,  and  Armenians.  The  only 
other  important  towns  are  the  walled  city  of  Harrar  and  the  former 
railroad  terminus,  Diredawa.  Each  of  these  has  a  population  of 
from  30,000  to  40,000.  Addis  Ababa  and  Harrar  are  the  only  cities 
having  schools,  in  all  of  which  the  teaching  is  done  by  the  clergy. 
Recently,  a  new  school  has  been  opened  in  the  capital  with  French 
rofessors  for  the  sons  of  noblemen,  a  few  of  whom  are  sent  to  Egypt 
or  further  instruction. 

Addis  Ababa  is  connected  with  Harrar,  Jibuti  (French  Somali- 
land) and  Massawa  (Eritrea)  by  telegraj)h,  and  by  telephone  with 
a  dozen  Abyssinian  towns,  including  Gambeila,  the  western  trading 
station  leased  to  the  Sudan  Government;  Sharada  in  the  southwest; 
and  Derra  in  the  north.  The  country's  few  miles  of  metaled  roads 
are  also  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital,  all  other  roads  being  scarcely 
more  than  tracks  or  caravan  routes. 

In  addition  to  the  products  discussed  below,  Ethiopia  is  reported 
to  have  foi-ests  rich  in  rubber  and  other  valuable  trees.  Coal,  copper, 
silver^  and  sulphur  have  also  been  found  but  have  not  as  yet  been 
exploited. 
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INDUSTRIAL  AND  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION 

The  character  of  Ethiopia's  import  trade  indicates  that  the  native 
people  in  their  present  stage  of  economic  development  are  incapable 
of  producing  even  their  bare  necessities.     The  exported  products. 


99    ® 


V3 


moreover,  are  only  those  of  a  pastoral  and  crudely  agricultural  coun« 
try.  For  example,  much  of  the  coffee  is  wild.  Hides  and  skins  are  the 
casual  by-productfi  of  animals  raised  primarily  for  food,  and  would 
be  wasted  for  the  most  part  if  there  aid  not  happen  to  be  a  foreign 
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demand  for  them.  Wax  is  gathered  from  wild  honevcombs  and 
ivory  is  obtained  from  wild  animals  killed  mainly  for  that  valuable 
material.  Grain,  of  course,  is  cultivated,  but  in  a  primitive  manner. 
Under  the  heading  '^Miscellaneous"  in  the  tables  given  below  are 
included  various  other  a^icultural  products,  such  as  potatoes,  beans, 
and  other  vegetables.  Civet  production  might  properly  be  called  an 
industry,  since  it  is  achieved  by  organized  bi'eeding  larms  of  civet 
cats.  Gums,  again,  such  as  gum  arabic,  gum  tragacanth,  and  myrrh, 
are  obtained  by  the  usual  simple  process  of  tapping  the  trees  of  the 
countryside. 

Ethiopia  can  not,  therefore,  be  called  an  industrial  country,  except 
in  the  most  strictly  limited  sense  of  the  word,  despite  its  reputation 
for  having  potentialities  of  such  an  amazing  extent  that  it  might  well 
become  one  of  the  most  productive  countries  in  the  world.  Not  only 
are  its  exports  those  of  a  pastoral  rather  than  an  industrial  com- 
munity, but  there  is  not  even  any  organized  system  of  production  of 
any  oi  these  export  commodities. 


COFFEE  GROWING 


The  production  of  coflfee  is  the  unique  example  of  an  increasing 
«flFort  to  cultivate  this  commodity.  The  output  for  1924  was  three 
times  as  great  as  the  average  for  the  preceding  14  years.  Coffee 
culture   is  especially  noteworthy  in  the  Province  or  Harrar,  the 

Suality  of  that  product  being  very  similar  to  Mocha,  or  Arabian  cof- 
ee.  It  is  exported  both  via  the  Sudan  and  the  French  railway.  Its 
prices  keep  level  with  those  prevailing  in  Aden,  which  represent  the 
prices  obtainable  abroad.  So  far  as  tne  American  consumer  is  con- 
•cerned,  Abyssinian  coffee  is  the  same  as  Arabian,  such  names  as 
"Harrari,''  "Abyssinian  Longberry,"  being  merely  names  in  com- 
mon use  in  the  trade.  The  Ethiopians  are  not  great  coffee  drinkers, 
and  are  willing  to  export  most  of  tne  coffee  produced  in  tfieir  country. 
Wild  coffee  without  any  but  the  most  casual  attention  will  grow  m 
the  country  in  abundance,  and  if  cultivated  by  the  most  approved 
methods  may  one  day  be  produced  in  enormous  quantities  ana  become 
an  important  rather  than  an  incidental  part  of  the  world's  coffee 
supply. 


HIDE  AND  SKIN   INDUSTRY 


The  hides  and  skins  of  Ethiopia  are  the  best  obtainable,  excepting 
those  from  the  blackbird  sheep  of  Arabia.  The  quality,  depending 
largely  as  it  does  upon  pasturage  and  water,  has  every  opportunity 
in  Abyssinia  to  be  the  best.  Most  of  the  Abyssinian  hides  and  skins 
appearing  on  the  Aden  market  are  of  the  "'  butcher  ''  grade,  i.  e., 
taken  from  animals  killed  for  food.  The  increase  in  1924  over  pre- 
vious years  was  sufficient  to  show  a  general  improvement  in  pastur- 
age, rainfall,  and  prosj)erity  in  Abyssinia.  Recent  unofficial  reports 
indicate  that  1925  was  the  best  year  on  record  for  Etliiopia's  hide 
and  skin  output,  exceeding  the  metric  tonnage  of  1924  (7,642  tons) 
by  at  least  30  per  cent.  Prices  are  still  too  high  for  American 
buyers,  but  this  is  owing  to  active  competition  tor  good  skins  in 
Europe  and  America  and  to  the  dependence  of  the  Abyssinian  trade 
upon  Aden,  the  center  of  activity. 
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GRAIN    PRODUCTION 


Abyssinian  millett  (diirra),  wheat,  and  barley  have  been  exported 
in  important  quantities  only  since  1915  to  supply  Red  Sea  and 
east  African  ports.  It  was  only  the  existence  of  war  conditions 
that  brought  about  the  exportation  of  this  most  abundant  of  Abys- 
sinian field  crops,  sim^e  prior  to  1915  the  export  was  restricted  by  the 
Government.  It  was,  apparently,  between  1910  and  1915  that  this 
restriction  was  in  force,  because  768  tons  were  exported  via  Jibuti 
alone  in  1910,  one  third  of  that  quantity  in  1911,  none  in  1912  and 
1913,  and  79  in  1914.  Exports  have  varied  greatly  since  1915,  and 
here  aj^ain  1924  was  a  record  year  (1,579  metric  tons  having  been 
shipped  via  Jibuti).  Exports  via  Jibuti  were  supplemented  by  those 
into  and  through  the  Sudan  in  unknown  but  certainly  less  quantities. 


WAX   COLLECTING 


Although  much  of  the  l)eeswax  of  Ethiopia  is  the  result  of  bee- 
keeping, it  is  believed  that  more  than  half  of  the  known  output  is 
from  wild  hives.  The  wax  is  shipped  to  Aden  in  large  blocks  weigh- 
ing from  50  to  100  pounds  each,  ready  for  further  export.  The 
Quality  of  the  wax  is  very  good  and  found  generally  acceptable  in 
the  United  States. 

IVORY    HUNTING 

Ivory,  because  of  its  rarity  and  great  value,  is  listed  as  a  separate 
item,  since  Ethiopia  is  distinctive  for  its  steady  and  rather  large 
production  of  the  substance.  It  is  obtained  manily  by  Ethiopians^ 
who  are  very  proud  of  their  prowess  and  skill  in  nunting  wild 
animals,  including  those  bearing  ivory.  As  shown  in  the  tables 
below,  ivory  production  varies  from  year  to  year,  the  pre-war  and 
postwar  production  being  about  equal,  although  there  has  been  a 
falling  off  in  recent  years.  It  seems  that  there  is  a  scarcity  of  large 
tusks,  only  those  weighing  up  to  50  pounds  being  available  for 
export.  These  are  not  nearly  so  valuable  as  the  larger  ones,  owing 
to  the  hollow^  half,  which  severely  limits  the  available  ivory  in  the 
tusk.  It  is  not  the  gross  weight  of  ivory  but  the  net  weight  of  solid 
ivory  that  gives  it  value. 

MINING   INDUSTRIES 

Deposits  of  iron  exist  in  several  parts  of  Ethiopia  but  have  been 
used  by  the  natives  only  for  the  manufacture  of  more  or  less  primi- 
tive tools  and  weapons — spears,  knives,  hatchets,  etc. 

Placer  gold  mining  and  washing  is  carried  on  by  the  natives  in 
some  of  the  eastern  districts,  where  gold  is  found  in  several  of  the 
river  beds.  Exports  average  in  value  about  $200,000  a  year,  but  it 
is  reported  that  if  the  quartz  deposits  said  to  exist  in  the  country 
were  exploited,  production  would  reach  much  larger  proportions. 

Since  1911  the  concession  for  the  exploitation  of  extensive  depos- 
its of  potash  salts  in  northeastern  Ethiopia,  near  Eritrea,  has  been 
held  by  an  Italian  company.  A  certain  amount  of  development  and 
exportation,  chiefly  to  Italy,  has  been  carried  on  by  this  company. 

Concessions  are  held  by  an  American  company  for  the  exploita- 
tion of  mica  mines  in  four  sections  of  Ethiopia :  In  Laka  and  Walloga 
in  the  west;  in  the  country  of  the  Ogaden  near  Somaliland:  in  the 
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vicinity  of  Harar;  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Aiissa  near  French  Somah- 
land.  Mining  has  been  begun  in  the  section  between  Harar  and 
Jijiga,  where  the  mica  is  reported  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  and 
exportation  was  begun  in  1923.  The  deposits  are  abundant,  but  the 
exploitation  has  so  far  been  somewhat  handicapped  by  difficulties 
of  transportation,  since  the  mines  are  separated  from  the  nearest 
railway  point,  Diredawa,  by  about  100  miles  of  very  rough  country. 
The  possibility  of  an  alternative  export  route,  however,  has  been 
suggested,  through  British  Somaliland  to  the  port  of  Berbera,  for 
whi(  h  only  40  miles  of  new  road  would  have  to  be  constructed. 

DEMAND  FOR  FOREIGN  PRODUCTS 

It  is  evident  from  the  import  figures  that  the  principal  needs  of 
Ethiopia  from  abroad  are,  in  order  of  importance,  salt^  cotton  goods, 
kerosene,  sugar,  empty  bags,  hardware,  wines,  and  glassware.  The 
Austrian  Maria  Theresa  dollars  are  imported  in  great  numbers,  but 
are  not  mentioned  separately.  They  will  be  dealt  with  under  a 
separate  heading. 

SALT 

Salt  takes  the  lead,  because  of  the  extreme  dearth  of  it  in  Ethiopia. 
There  are  certain  occurrences  of  natural  rock  salt  in  the  country,  out 
these  are  few,  while  the  quality  is  poor  and  there  are  no  means  of 
refining  it.  Ethiopia,  being  completely  landlocked,  can  not  produce 
salt  from  sea  water  and  must  depend  mainly  upon  foreign  sources. 
Salt,  as  a  result,  is  so  precious  that  it  is  used  as  money  throughout 
Ethiopia.  The  production  of  salt  bars  of  convenient  sizes  for  money 
has  become  an  industry,  in  the  hands  of  a  small  group  of  Greeks,  who 
are  said  to  be  making  a  substantial  profit.  The  bars  are  about  12 
inches  long,  slightly  tapered  at  both  ends,  are  molded  in  hard  crys- 
talline masses  and  protected  from  chipping  bv  a  binding  of  thongs. 
The  values  of  the  bars  of  salt  correspond  with  equivalents  in  Maria 
Theresa  dollars. 

TEXTURES 

Cotton  goods,  still  known  as  "Americani,"  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  lower  priced  Japanese  products  have  captured  the  Ethiopian 
market  from  the  Americans  who  dominated  it  several  years  ago, 
form  the  second  most  important  item.  Imports  of  4,438  metric  tons 
in  1924  (no  other  measurement  is  available)  indicate  a  recovery  of 
the  market  from  a  postwar  decrease.  The  imports  of  this  com- 
modity have  not  varied  much  from  an  annual  average  of  about  4,000 
metric  tons,  and  were  not  affected  by  the  war. 

KEROSENE 

American  kerosene,  once  dominant,  lost  prestige  when,  about  four 
years  ago,  British  brands  were  introduced  at  cut  prices.  The  Ameri- 
can is  still  regarded  as  the  best  in  quality,  but  its  price  has  been 
maintained  at  a  proportionately  high  level.  Lately,  however,  Ameri- 
can marketers  have  altered  their  policy,  and  are  now  endeavoring  to 
recover  the  lost  Red  Sea  markets,  including  Ethiopia.  They  are 
fairly  certain  of  success,  because  their  kerosene  is  famous  for  its 
uniform  quality,  and  a  very  small  reduction  in  price  has  enabled 
American  kerosene  again  to  compete  with  the  British  product. 
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JUTE   BAGS 


Empty  bags  made  of  iute,  imported  for  the  most  part  from 
India,  are  constantly  in  demand  for  animal  transportation.  The 
year  1924  was  the  record  year  since  figures  have  been  compiled,  its 
total  imports  of  bags  being  434  tons,  against  the  next  highest  total 
of  264  tons  in  1922.  The  use  of  bags  is  universal  in  Ethiopia,  as 
they  are  constantly  required  for  packing  merchandise  on  every  beast 
of  burden. 


HAKDWAKB 


Hardware  is  imported  chiefly  from  Germany  and  Austria.  This 
heading  includes  lanterns,  locks,  hinges,  bolts,  nails,  and  every- 
thing in  common  use  that  is  made  from  iron,  copper,  and  brass. 
The  cheapest  only  of  each  kind  of  hardware  is  sold  in  Ethiopia. 
There  is  no  apparent  requirement  for  anything  fine  or  elaborate  in 
this  category,  even  the  oest  buildings  of  the  natives  being  most 
crudely  constructed.  It  is  an  open  market  for  American  hardware, 
and  the  cheaper  American  manufactures  should  figure  prominently, 
if  actively  promoted.  Consumption  at  present  is  small,  although 
the  1924  imports  had  not  been  eoualed  since  1914.  The  market  could 
probably  be  developed  to  mucn  greater  importance  if  personally 
studied  by  an  American  representative  of  hardware  manufacturers. 
Two  hundred  tons  of  metal  ware  in  a  year  is  not  a  large  consump- 
tion for  10,000,000  people. 


GLASSWABB 


Closely  allied  to  hardware  is  glassware,  including  tumblers,  table- 
ware in  general,  lamp  globes,  bottles,  window  glass,  etc.  The  in- 
creased demand  for  glassware  in  Ethiopia  is  startling.  Imports 
dropped  from  123  tons  in  1914  to  4fi  tons  in  1915,  with  smaller  pur- 
chases during  and  after  the  war.  The  year  1924  marks  a  very 
substantial  recovery,  which  gives  promise  of  further  increases  as 
time  goes  on.  Most  of  the  glassware  in  Ethiopia  is  sold  at  retail  in 
the  bazaars  of  the  larger  cities.  The  venders  spread  their  waree  on 
the  ground,  with  or  without  a  roof  or  a  shop,  and  distribution  to  the 
surrounding  country  is  accomplished  by  the  purchasers,  who  travel 
from  afar  to  the  marts  on  regular  market  days.  The  leading  arti- 
cles of  glassware  required  in  Ethiopia  are  tumblers  and  lantern 
glass.  No  person  is  permitted  out  at  night  without  some  kind  of 
light.  Very  little  glassware  is  obtainable  in  the  market  and  the 
prices  are  rather  high.  There  is  a  good  opportunity  for  American 
glassware. 


SUGAB 


Sugar  is  a  con^stant  requirement,  being  imported  mostlv  from  Java. 
It  is  not  produced  in  the  country,  yet  imports  for  the  whole  country, 
as  seen  below,  amounted  to  only  494  metric  tons  in   1924 — a  total 
rarely  equaled  in  any  previous  year. 


WINES  AND    LIQUORS 


Wines  and  liquors,  beer,  and  rectified  alcohol  are  universal  re- 
quirements in  Ethiopia,  but  most  of  the  foreign-made  beverages  are 
much  too  expensive  for  the  natives,  who  are  obliged  to  content  them- 
selves  with   two   staple  homemade   drinks,   namely,   "tej,"   a   mild, 
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diluted  form  of  beer  which  is  made  from  honey  in  nearly  every 
household,  and  a  white  liquor  of  great  potency  made  from  raisin 
skins.  Hence  most  of  the  imported  beverages  are  consumed  by 
foreigners  in  Ethiopia. 

FOREIGN  TRADE 

Ethiopia's  foreign  trade  has  never  been  nearly  so  great  as  the 
reputed  wealth  of  the  country  would  seem  to  justify.  The  balance 
of  trade  has  long  been  unfavorable,  and  changed  for  the  first  time  in 
1924,  when  exports  exceeded  imports  by  5,192  metric  tons.  The 
recurrent  import  surplus  is  attributable  to  the  lack  of  productive 
•industry  in  the  country.  Although  no  assertion  can  be  ventured 
regarding  future  conmiercial  developments,  it  is  an  imdoubted  fact 
that  with  a  little  effort  to  exploit  the  soil  in  a  modern  manner  and  to 
develop  the  country's  untoucned  resources  an  export  surplus  could  be 
established  and  the  total  volume  of  trade  considerably  mcreased. 

The  tables  of  im|)orts,  exports,  and  prices  included  in  the  present 
report  are  believed  to  be  the  first  definite  statements  yet  obtainable. 
They  cover  the  total  trade  of  Ethiopia  via  the  port  of  Jibuti  since 
1910  and  via  the  Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan  for  the  years  1922  to  1924, 
inclusive.  The  accuracy  of  the  figures  can  not  be  guaranteed  but 
they  are  useful  for  purposes  of  comparison  and  are  considered  to 
represent  a  very  close  estimate  of  the  country's  trade. 

Although  caravans  carry  on  a  large  trade  with  the  interior,  the 
chief  route  for  Ethiopian  foreign  commerce  is  the  Franco- Ethiopian 
Railway  from  the  capital  to  the  French  Red  Sea  port  of  Jibuti. 

TRADE   VIA  JIBUTI 

The  tables  given  below  show  the  exports  and  imports  via  Jibuti 
since  1910.  As  stated  above^  these  figures  are  not  official  statistics, 
but  since  they  are  from  a  reliable  source  they  may  be  relied  upon  as 
having  a  very  fair  degree  of  accuracy.  In  considering  them,  how- 
ever, it  should  be  remembered  that  they  do  not  cover  all  Ethiopian 
trade,  but  only  that  carried  on  through  the  port  of  Jibuti.  The 
more  detailed  commodity  tables  for  the  years  1923  and  1924  similarly 
cover  only  the  trade  through  Jibuti. 

Tonnages  of  Principal  Imports  Into  Abtssinia  via  the  Franoo-Ethiopiaj? 

Railway  Since  1910 

[In  metric  tons] 


Year 

1 

Salt   1 

Kero- 
sene 

490 
585 
580 
867 
766 

1,306 
311 
698 
38 
299 
453 
308 

1,1» 
412 
ftoT 

Wines 

117 
247 
376 

367 

109 

102 

59 

49 

47 

77 

282 

65 

67 

84 

147 

Liq- 
uors 

Sugar 

Beer 

Al- 
oohol 

Qlarw- 
ware 

Hard- 
ware 

Bags, 
empty 

Cot- 
ton 
goods 

All 
other 
items 

Total 

1910 

1,484 
1.919 
1,9M 
2,594 
4,703 
X202 
7,fi24 

14,087 

13,880 
9,117 

12,841 
&,900 
7,899 

15,801 
8,157 

240 

126 

64 

140 

104 

265 

55 

44 

84 

82 

350 
604 
477 
1,138 
603 
439 
494 
180 
346 
100 
322 
256 
338 
323 
494 

2,976 
3.649 
4,219 
4,735 
6,117 
4,642 
3,994 
3,672 
4,116 
3,  666 
3.336 
2.543 
2,505 
3.381 
4.438 

22,844 

30,358 

12,071 

33,763 

1.773 

3,048 

1,674 

113 

1,942 

1,736 

3,421 

2,029 

1.753 

2,359 

3,881 

28,261 

1011 

37,362 

1912 

19.  678 

loia 

43.464 

1«14 

1W15 

101« 

m? 

1918 

1919 

1930 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

110 

56 

9 

9 

14 

4 

64 

23 

46 

45 

61 

■    ir 

33 

8 
7 
6 

66 
1 
5 

21 
5 

12 

123 
45 
16 
11 
13 
4 

72 
83 
43 
73 

131 

408 

74 

153 

41 

14 

17 

110 

96 

118 

173 

199 

»3 

245 
233 
191 
207 
116 
191 
220 
264 
226 
434 

1^060 
17.432 
14,860 
20,022 
20,769 
15,238 
21,358 
11,535 
14,281 
22,966 
18,603 
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Tonnages  of  Puncipajl  Bxports  fbom  Ethiopia  via  the  Fbanoo-Ethiopian 

Railway  Since  1910 


o 
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[In  metric  tons] 

Yav 

Coffee 

Hides 

Wax 

Qrein 

Ivory 

AU  other 
itema 

Total 

1010 - 

3,766 

2,810 
3,043 
3,115 
4,106 
4,801 
4,073 
3,103 
6,7a 
8,217 
8,846 
4,071 
2,220 
3,740 
6,008 
7,042 

422 
434 
406 
187 
234 
366 
366 
302 
186 
300 
220 
100 

an 

220 
336 

768 
233 

64 
00 
61 
61 
14 
4 
22 
6 
1 
20 
26 
24 
12 
11 
17 

867 

4,747 

300 

586 
280 
217 
1,062 
1,663 
3,107 
1,000 
1,866 
2,407 
2,106 
2,101 
2,271 

7,687 

lOU 

8,526 

1012 

3,641 
4,446 
3,466 
4,807 
4,206 
4,744 
3.263 
3,307 
2,003 
4,027 
6,  OK) 
6,617 
12,043 

7,424 

lOU 

0,824 

1014 

70 

828 

173 

017 

606 

764 

1,415 

1,417 

726 

742 

1,677 

8,363 

1016 

10,884 

1016 

0,011 

1017 

14,106 

1018 

15,268 

1010 

14,706 

1020 

11,106 

1021 

10,300 

1002 

13,400 

1023 

15,583 

1024 

23,886 

Imposts  into  Ethiopia,  by  Abtiolbb,  1923  and  1924 

[In  metric  tons] 


Item 


Cotton  piece  goodi. 

Cotton    piece    foodi,    oilier 

kinds 

Kerosene  oil 

Salt 

Soger 

Soup 

Rectified  aloobol 

Beer 

Wine 

feaj?::?:::::::::::::::;::: 


1021 

1024 

2,618 

8,332 

868 

1,100 

412 

667 

15,801 

8.167 

323 

404 

102 

242 

5 

12 

46 

61 

84 

147 

84 

82 

64 

04 

Item 


Rice 

Grain 

Tinware 

Olaasware 

Baa,  empiy.... 

Tobaooo 

Ineenee 

Articles  bv  poet 
AH  other  items. 

Total 


1023 


80 

23 
173 

73 
226 

12 
206 

40 
1,734 


22,066 


1024 


100 
131 
434 

20 

230 

72 

3,000 


18,601 


BXPOBTS  FBOM   E>rHOPIA,  BY  ABTICLES,  1923  AND  1924 

[In  metric  tons] 


Item 


Butter 
Harrar 
Abywinlan  coffee  (wQd) 

Coffee  husk 

Wai 

Ivory 

Skins  and  hides 

Orains 

Seeds 

Potatoes 


1028 

lOM 

270 

168 

3,770 

7,300 

1,747 

4,663 

61 

100 

220 

335 

11 

17 

6,902 

7,642 

742 

1,677 

801 

664 

46 

26 

Item 


Charcoal 

Beans,  dried.. I. 

Floor 

Drufs 

Oom.  myrrh 

Articles  by  poet 
All  other  items. 

Total 


1028 


86 
382 

142 

36 

2 

177 
170 


15,583 


1024 


61 
483 

1 
248 
273 


23,855 


In  addition  to  the  preceding  export  estimates,  via  Jibuti,  an  addi- 
tional table  is  here  given,  summarizing  the  exports  of  hides  (and 
skins),  coffee,  and  wax  by  the  same  route,  for  1922, 1923,  and  1924.  A 
comparison  will  show  a  small  but  fairly  uniform  difference.  These 
discrepancies  should  not  raise  doubts  as  to  the  authenticity  of  either 
set  of  tables,  but  rather  tends  to  give  them  mutual  support,  since  the 
figures  given  below  were  obtained  from  a  different  source. 
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Item 

1022 

1023 

1024 

Hides 

Kiloi 
3,804,400 
0,4«»,645 
260,220 

JTilot 
7,flSn,006 
4,811. 187 
220,702 

Kilot 
8,080,800 

Coffee 

ll,WKOiO 

Wax 

800,277 

TRADE   WITH   THE   INTERIOR 


The  chief  foreign  routes  of  Ethiopia,  in  addition  to  the  Franco- 
Ethiopian  Railway,  are  as  follows:  (1)  West,  through  Gambeila,  the 
trading  station  leased  by  Ethiopia  to  the  Sudan  Government,  to 
Khartum  by  the  White  Nile;  northwest  through  Gallabat  by  caravan 
to  Singa,  between  Roseires  and  Sennar  on  the  Blue  Nile,  and  by 
river  to  Khartum;  west  to  Roseires  and  by  the  Blue  Nile  River 
to  Khartum;  (2)  south,  throu^  the  frontier  station  of  Moyale 
across  Kenya  Colony  to  Nairobi  and  the  port  of  Mombasa;  (3)  south, 
by  the  Juba  River  through  Lugh  and  across  Italian  Somaliland  to 
the  port  of  Mogdishu;  (4)  east,  through  the  countn^  of  the  Ogaden 
tribes  near  the  Somaliland  frontier  to  the  ports  of  Bulbar  ana  Ber- 
bera;  (5)  north,  through  Gondar  and  across  Eritrea  to  the  port  of 
Massawa;  northeast  through  Aussa  to  the  port  of  Assab. 

The  great^t  volume  of  inland  trade  is  carried  on  with  and  through 
the  Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan,  chiefly  via  the  trading  station  at  Gam- 
beila, leased  to  the  Sudan  Government. 

In  comparing  this  trade  with  that  from  the  coast,  the  difficulties 
of  transit  should  be  remembered.  In  order  to  use  the  tributaries 
of  the  White  Nile  and  Blue  Nile,  goods  must  be  packed  over  rough 
country,  often  for  hundreds  of  miles,  to  very  near  the  western 
frontier  of  Ethiopia,  before  they  can  be  placed  on  river  boats  which 
connect  with  Sudan  railways  or  with  Khartum  by  water.  The 
through  water  route  is,  moreover,  interrupted  by  cascades  and  rapids, 
with  the  result  that  the  Sudan  railways  are  used  for  most  of  the 
transportation.  If  Khartum  were  connected  with  Abyssinian  cen- 
ters of  production  by  rail  extensions,  the  whole  matter  would  be 
simplifi^.^  ^ 

Tne  Sudan  route  for  Ethiopian  trade  is  complex  in  its  ramifica- 
tions, and  what  figures  are  available  can  not  be  guaranteed  to  cover 
all  goods  passing  through  that  country  to  or  from  Ethiopia.  Unlike 
the  figures  for  Jibuti  trade,  moreover,  which  are  in  metric  tons,  the 
records  for  the  remainder  of  the  known  Ethiopian  trade  are  kept  in 
money  values. 

EXPORTS  VIA  THE  SUDAN 

In  the  following  tables,  the  exports  are  grouped  under  three  head- 
ings— namely,  coffee,  wax,  and  various" — the  total  being  given  in 
Egyptian  pounds.  From  this  it  is  possible  to  arrive  at  a  rough  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  hundredweights  of  these  products  snipped 
from  Abyssinia  via  the  Sudan.  Coflfee  is  by  far  the  most  important 
item.  Allowing  coffee  to  be  worth,  at  current  Aden  export  prices, 
about  $20  per  nundred weight,  and  counting  the  Egyptian  pound  to 
be  about  $5,  it  is  found  that  in  1922,  in  round  numbers,  50,000  hun- 
dredweight;  in   1923,  37,700  hundredweight;   and  in   1924,   56,000 
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hundredweight  of  Ethiopian  coffee   passed  into  and  through  the  ' 
Sudan.    The  (][uantity  of  wax  for  those  years  was  relatively  small,  and 
can  not  so  easily  be  calculated,  since  prices  are  not  so  uniform  as  in 
the  case  of  coffee.    The  "  various  "  items  include  small  quantities  of 
all  the  exports  listed  in  preceding  tables  of  exports. 

DfPOKTS  VIA  THE  SUDAN 

The  imports  from  and  through  the  Sudan  are  seen  in  the  following 
tables  to  include  salt,  Sudan  products,  cotton  and  silk  fabrics,  and 
"  various,*'  meaning  general  manufactures  from  Europe.  Textiles  are 
dominant  in  this  case,  a  value  of  about  $250,000  having  been  im- 
ported from  the  Sudan  in  1922,  $300,000  in  1923,  and  $360,000  in  1924. 
An  item  of  this  importance  and  apparent  growth  is  not  to  be  over- 
looked. It  is  clear,  also,  that  the  bulk  of  the  textile  imports  into 
Ethiopia,  via  the  Sudan,  are  from  Manchester.  Thus,  in  spite  of  the 
French  railway  monopoly  to  the  east,  the  British  are  gaining  head- 
way, without  railways  in  Ethiopia,  from  the  west.  The  salt  and 
Sudanese  products  referred  to  in  the  table  below,  seem  to  have 
steadily  fallen  off  in  quantity.  Salt,  of  course,  comes  from  the  Red 
Sea  coast,  but  Sudanese  products  are  expected  to  increase  when  the 
present  British  cotton-growing  campaign  in  the  Sudan  gets  into  its 
full  stride. 

Ethiopian  Bxpobts  to  and  Acboss  thb  Sudan,  and  Impoitts  Feom  and  Acsobs 

THE  Sudan  * 


o 


Item 

1922 

1023 

1924 

SXPOET8 

Cofliie 

711 

£E  151, 018 
2,784 

£S226»506 

Wax 

2,502 

VMiQutitoms...^, ...                              .^»,. 

IS,M7 

Total 

aiM26 

186,300 

281, 014 

luroun 

M,460 

40,518 
17.47» 

lS,2fiO 
fia3«» 
20,005 

9  »0 

Cottons,  silks,  etc 

n,ni 

VAfimif  it^ms     . 

27,008 

TotaL 

83,467 

ve,5a3 

110,008 

1  The  aTerage  exchange  rates  for  the  Egyptian  poand  for  tbe  abOTi  years  were:  1922.  $4.M:  1923,  $4.00; 
1021,  $4^.  In  1920,  however,  the  pound  was  above  par  (84iM8)  and  was  quoted  looally  in  tbe  Sudan  at 
1640. 

ETHIOPIAN  CURRENCY 

The  Austrian  thaler  or  dollar  is  the  currency  of  Ethiopia.  Al- 
though there  are  about  2,000.000  Menelik  dollars  in  circulation,  these 
are  rapidly  disappearing,  oeing  transmuted  into  ornaments  and 
hoarded  bv  those  who  are  able  to  accumulate  wealth.  The  British 
Bank  of  Ethiopia  issues  bank  notes  for  silver  dollars  supposed  to  be 
in  its  vaults  as  guarantee,  but  the  average  native  is  suspicious  of 
banks  and  paper  money  and  will  have  nothing  but  the  copied  Aus- 
trian dollar  of  1789.  These  dollars  are  still  manufactured  by 
Austrian  mints  and  are  bought  and  sold  like  any  other  article  of 
merchandise.  They  are  treated  as  money  only  in  Ethiopia,  Yemen, 
Hadramaut,  Shehr,  and  the  Arabian  Persian  Gulf  area.     There  is 
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,    '  in  Aden  an  English  agent  for  the  Austrian  manufacturers  of  the 
dollars,  who  is  responsible  for  their  distribution. 

In  1924  the  total  imports  of  Maria  Theresa  dollars  were  5,499,036. 
worth  at  the  current  exchange   rate    (which   varies  but  little)   ot 
•     $0.54,  exactly  $2,969,480.     This  figure  exceeds  all  records,  imports 
having  steadily  increased  since  the  war-time  scarcity  of  silver. 

For  some  years — and  certainly  since  1918 — the  Maria  Theresa 
dollars  sent  to  Ethiopia  have  not  been  permitted  to  leave  the  country. 
This  Drohibition  of  reexportation  is  strictly  enforced,  although  it  is 
said  that  some  smuggling  is  practiced.  It  is  said  that  the  coins  arc^ 
smuggled  out  of  the  country  regularly  in  the  sacks  of  grain  sent  by 
caravan,  in  soap,  and  even  under  the  coal  in  the  locomotive  tenders  of 
the  Franco- Ethiopian  Railway.  A  person  leaving  Abyssinia  is 
allowed  to  carry  with  him  the  sum  of  five  Maria  Theresa  dollars  only. 

Smuggling,  nowever,  does  not  account  for  the  amazing  disappear- 
ance ofthe  imported  dollars  from  circulation.  There  are  probably 
not  more  than  6,000,000  or  7,000,000  of  the  coins  in  circulation  at 
present,  which  is  not  much  more  than  the  imports  in  a  single  year. 
This  disappearance  is  called  "the  mystery  of  Ethiopia,''  even  by 
those  who  import  and  distribute  the  dollars  and  who  would  ordinarily 
be  expected  to  know  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  merchandise  they  handle. 
The  favorite  theory  is  that  each  Ethiopian  is  his  own  banker,  gather- 
ing his  wealth  in  tangible  silver  and  hoarding  it  in  the  earth  from 
which  it  came.  There  are  in  Ethiopia  at  present  probably  more  than 
50,000,000  of  the  Austrian  dollars. 

TRANSPORTATION  PROBLEMS 

Transportation  in  Ethiopia  is  largely  carried  on  by  pack  horses, 
mules,  donkeys,  and  camels.  The  single  railroad,  abotit  495  miles  in 
length  and  connecting  Addis  Ababa  with  the  coast  at  Jibuti,  is  a 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  Franco- Ethiopian  Railway  Ck).,  formed 
in  1896.    Over  this  road  two  trains  a  week  are  run  in  each  direction. 

The  cost  and  difficulty  of  transportation  via  the  Sudan  has  already 
been  touched  upon.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  Franco- Ethiopian 
Railway  authorities  are  able  to  exact  the  high  freight  charges  for  all 
merchandise  carried  on  their  road.  In  1925  the  owners  of  the  rail- 
way made  a  sweeping  increase  of  30  per  cent  in  freight  rates  from 
Addis  Ababa  to  Jibuti,  the  rates  being  made  payable  on  a  gold  basis, 
which  further  increased  the  cost  of  shipment.  This  move  created  no 
little  consternation  among  Ethiopian  exporters  of  goat  and  sheep 
skins,  since  it  was  upon  them  that  almost  the  whole  burden  fell. 
Even  at  the  old  rates  the  cost  of  railway  transport  of  skins  from 
Addis  Ababa  to  Jibuti  alone  considerably  exceeded  ocean  freight 
charges  for  the  same  skins  from  Jibuti  to  New  York.  Buyers  of 
skins  at  Jibuti  and  Aden  can  not  exceed  the  price  limits  fixed  by 
their  European  and  American  clients,  and  naturally  refuse  to  be  con- 
cerned witn  the  cost  of  delivery  to  the  ports.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
leaders  of  the  skin  trade  the  result  of  the  increased  freight  rates  will 
be  the  defeat  of  the  very  end  it  was  calculated  to  effect — i.  e.,  the 
increase  of  railroad  revenues — since  the  overland  transport  will  nec- 
essarily, they  say,  be  diverted  to  other  carriers  and  even  to  other 
ports. 
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The  effects  of  high  railroad  freight  rates  are  felt  not  only  in  the 
export  skin  trade,  but  in  various  import  lines  as  well.  American 
kerosene,  for  example,  which  is  sold  in  Aden  for  6^/2  rupees  per  case 
of  8  imperial  gallons,  can  not  be  sold  at  a  profit  in  Addis  Ababa  for 
less  than  14  rupees.  Another  case  in  point  was  a  shipment  of  15 
cases  of  naphthalene,  the  cost  of  which  loaded  on  the  train  in  the  port 
of  Jibuti,  French  Somaliland,  was  a  little  more  than  doubled  when 
unloaded  in  Addis  Ababa,  just  500  miles  distant.  The  same  difficulty 
applies  to  everything  shipped  into  Abyssinia  on  this  railroad  from 
Jibuti. 

CONCLUSION 

In  spite  of  this  seemingly  prohibitive  restraint  on  Ethiopian  for- 
eign trade,  the  steady  growth  of  trade  since  the  war  is  apparent,  a 
fact  which  points  to  the  conclusion  that  a  very  little  competition  in 
transport  facilities  would  materially  reduce  costs.  Improved  trans- 
portation of  merchandise  is  essential  to  the  commercial,  indtistrial, 
and  agricultural  progress  of  Ethiopia. 

In  all  probability,  therefore,  the  establishment  of  new  trade  out- 
lets by  railroad  to  tne  Italian  port  of  Massawa,  in  Eritrea,  or  by  a 
good  road  from  the  Harrar  region  by  Hogeisa  to  the  port  of  Berbera, 
in  British  Somaliland,  would  react  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole 
coimtry.  Improved  road  construction,  which  is  already  being 
reflected  in  increased  automobile  imports  through  the  port  of  Aden, 
will  also  inevitably  hasten  the  country's  general  economic  develop- 
ment. 
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Intomatlonal  Kiisionaxy  Couaoll, 
419  yoturth  AT«na«, 


Itw  York  Oitx* 


81rt 


Mr,  nbrllgt  D«  RanA  has  rtf«rr«d  to  m«  for  roply  ^ 

your  lotttr  of  Juno  S9,  1927,  enolosin^  a  oop/  of  a 
lottor  tram  Kr«  John  H.  Harris  of  LonAon»  to^othor  with 
an  oxtraot  froa  the  Lon&on  TI1I5S  of  Hay  S0,  19BT,  vogarA- 
iBK  a  roportod  propooal  of  Ras  fafarl  for  tht  progrooslro 
■olf  ll>oratlon  of  alaTos  In  Sthlopla  throo^ih  thoir  oaploj* 
mont  bj  f  droign  oapltal  in  tho  Aorolopaont  of  tho  natural 
rosonrooo  of  tho  ooontry.       Tou  rocjaost  that,   if  arallahlo, 
tho  Dopartaont  oond  jou  ooploo  of  tho  roportod.  ttatoaont 
no&o  by  Rao  Taf^ri  in  this  aattor  and  of  tho  rooont  pnblioa*- 
tion  of  tho  Dspsriaont  of  Coaosrss  to  whioh  roforonos  is 
Bade   in  the  London  TIKES  artiolo  in  qxieatlon* 


In  roplj,   I  take  pleasoro  in  onoloaing  a  oopy  of  tho 
roqiMatod  Dspartaont  of  Osaasrso  pnblioation,  Mtitlad 


"Xthlopla  CoaMorolal  and  Soonoals  Surrey »*  la sued  in 


May  1917 
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mj  I9IT  M  Tra&t  lafozvatUn  Ittllttin  Bo*  4T6. 

I  rcfrot  that  tSit  D«partB«Bt*s  ttlmu  do  not  ooataln  a 
Migr  of  Ras  Tafari's  roportai  atataaoat  and  that  I  aa  nnabla, 
tharafara,  ta  aotloaa  a  aop/  ttaaiaaf*      Hovarcr,  froa  a  aaaroh 
•f  lAia  Dayavtaant  *  a  yraaa  alippiaga  flla»  It  appaara  that  the 
iapartaat  pasaac^i  of  tha  atataaant  in  faoation  wv  pa^llahad 
la  tha  Ohlaaga  9AILT  B8«s  af  Huroh  £4.  19£7»  in  tha  foaa  of 
a  apaalal  art  tola  b/  )lr«  Jaaaa  I.   (Jaok)  Bona  datad  at 

t 

JLddla  JLteba»  Pabraazy  7*       Mr.  Bana,  I  aay  add,  waa  at  that 
tlaa  la  Ithlapla  aa  laalataat  Biroator  and  Kiatorlaa  af  a 
4olat  aalaatifla  azpaditioa  of  tha  Piald  Moaaua  of  lataral 
Hiatar/  and  tha  OhUa^o  BAILT  irsws. 
X  aa.  Sir, 

Toar  ohodiaat  aarvaat. 

Far  tha  Saaratary  af  Statai 


G.    Howl  and    Shaw 

Chlaf »  Blriiloa  of  Vacur  Saotorn  iff  aim* 


IB  04/60 


Snolosure : 
Paaphle  t 
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IICR«0>lUN  CONSULATE, 

^t/jrabia,  Auj^ast  8,   1927,  JJ^Cf^J!^i\ 

AUG27??  '^   '^    F^ 

e  Departui-e  of  the  British  Oriental  Secretary  /^ 
.1  Ethiopia  and  further  Corxient  -apon  Slavery,    "V* 


^  1 


one  honor  to  report  the  iepartiire  last  mo^t 
<^^V  from  Ethiopia  of  Pnilip  P.  C.  Zaphiro ,  "squire,  C,  I.I,  G, , 
Oriental  Secretar*'"  at  the  British  Legation  in  Addis  Ababa, 
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Ethiopia,  ^o-oiid,  it  v/as  reported,  forE£;ypt,  where  he  expected 
to  remain  for  a  period  of  from  three  to  four  months,  leaving 
his  v/ife  3.nd  children  at  his  ovrii  residence  in  the  Le -ration 
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The   cirC'Oiiistances  leadinj  up   to   this   sudden  departure 
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v;ere  extraordinary^  and  fron  any  friendly  point  of  view,  dis- 
tressin£;t  Reports  received  from  foui*  different  persons  from 
Addis  Ababa,  v/lio  have  lately  passed  throu£jh  Aden,  all  conour 
in  the  essential  details,  which  are  given  helowt  TTothinj  has 
been  seen  in  the  press,  and  it  is  probably  the  I.Iinister^s 
earnest  desire,  as  mi^^ht  be  expected,  that  nothin^iii'  shouldt 

It  is  reported  that  about  four  months  B.(p  ^   Bishop 
Gv/jQine,  said  to  be  of  the  Sudan  diocese,  then  a  visiter  In 
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Addis  Ababa,  had  a  number  of  private  and  informal  conversations   r, 
;vith  !Ir,  Zaphiro,  d-LLi'in{^  the  course  of  v;hich  the  question  of    •  ./' 
slavery  in  Ethiopia  was  discussed,  freely  and  at  length*  The    .^ 


Bishop,  it  is  said,  raised  the  Q.uestion  of  the  effectiveness 
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of  the  Ethiopian  Govenirnent^s  deoree  of  abolition  of  slavery, 
as  reciuired  by  the  Lec.jue  of  ITations  of  its  Ilember  States* 
Ilr.  Zaphiro,  in  a  confidential  mood,  it  is  thou£:ht,  and 
certainly  relyinj  upon  the  discretion  of  an  ecclesiast  of 
the  rank  and  dijaity  of  Bishop  Gv/ynne,  assured  hin  that  the 
abolition  of  slavery  had  not  up  to  that  tine  become  practic- 
able in  Ethiopia,  that  slavery  did  in  fact  exist,  and  that 
he,  Tj:.   Zapliiro,  could  produce  at  v/ill,  at  any  time,  as 
many  as  Bishop  G-wynne  mi^ht  care  to  su^'^^^est* 


The  story  proceeds  to  the  effect  that  Bishop 
(kiyiiiie ^   upon  his  ret-orn  to  Egypt,  publislied  in  some  unnamed 
periodical,  thought  by  some  to  be  Egyptian,  an  inspired 
article  upon  the  {general  (question  of  slavery  and  in  parti- 
cular, the  inadequacy  of  the  Ethiopian  abolition,  (quoting 
Ilr*  Zaphiro  as  above  and  desi^^nating  him  beyond  doubt  by  name, 
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he  article,  it  appears,  same  to  the  attention 


of  the  G-overnrnent  of  Ethiopia  throu£;h,  it  v;as  hinted,  some 
anti-British  a£;ency  in  Egypt,  and  one  of  Has  Tafari^s 
associates,  v/ith  the  result  that  His  Imperial  Eiglmess  Ras 
Tafari  made  imov/n  to  the  British  Ilinister,  in  no  uncertain 
teiTis,  the  Govemr.ient^s  displeasure  v/ith  llr.   Zaphiro ^s  com- 
ment  and  objection  to  his  fiorther  presence  in  Ethiopia. 

Efforts  were  made  by  the  I'inister  to  appease 
the  Govemnent,  and  for  several  days  it  .v;as  thought  that 
!.Ir.  Zaphiro  wo-ald  be  jerraitted  to  remain.  I.Ir.  Zaphiro,  who 
had  frequented  Ras  Tafari* s  Palace  as  the  legation's  principal 


comiectin:.-  link  v/ith  the  Recent,  is  reported  to  have  been 
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barred  from  "the  further  exercise  of  this  privilege,  although 
other  rumors  are  to  the  effect  that  he  had  t\70  or  three  long 
oonvorsations  with  His  Highiiess, 

The  net  result  was  that  llr,  Zaphiro  left  Addis 
■      Ababa  early  last  month,  bound  for  Egypt,  ostensibly  on  busi- 
ness for  the  Legation,  albeit  this  business  naturally  con- 
cenied  himself.  He  v/ent,  some  hold,  for  the  purpose  of  per- 

* 

mitting  the  affair  to  subside,  v;ith  the  aid  of  his  absence 
of  a  fev/  months,  and  to  discuss  v/ith  Bishop  Gwynne  himself 
the  most  desirable  means  of  satisfying  the  protesting  Govern- 


ment. 


The  most  natural  conclusions  to  draw  from  these 


circumstances  re^jarding  the  true  cause  of  llr.  Zaphiro' s  - 
departure  is  that  Ras  Safari,  privately  and  unofficially, 
counselled  rather  than  comnanded  IIr#  Zaphiro  to  withdrav/  for 
a  time,  assuring  him  that  the  Regent  had  no  personal  objec- 
tion to  his  continued  residence  In  Ethiopia,  but  that  His 
Highness  had  been  compelled  to  talce  an  official  and  vigorous 
protest  against  public  statements  calculated  to  injure  the 
prestige  of  Ethiopia  and  its  dignity  as  a  recognized  nation, 
however  justified  the  remarlcs  may  have  been  and  although 
llr.  Zaphiro  could  not  be  held  responsible  for  their  publi- 
cation. It  is  believed  moreover  that  the  Regent  was  urged 
by  some  of  his  ovm  Government  associates  to  maJce  an  issue 
of  the  incident,  v/ho  in  turn  had  been  aroused  by  bitter 
comment  from  the  unknown  Egyptian  interloper. 

The  situation  was  clearly  a  painful  one  to  all 
who  v/ere  officially  concerned  with  it,  including  the  British 
llLnister,  llr.  Zaphiro  and  the  Prince  himself,  especially  in 
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vie\Y  of  the  close  friendship  "between  the  tv/o  last  naned, 
datinj^-  hack  to  the  early  childliood  of  the  Prince,  when  His 
Highness  was  wont  to  treat  tir.  Zaphiro  as  a  memlDer  of  the 
household,  playing  games  v;ith  him  and  sitting  on  his  knee. 
Ras  Tafari's  present  age,  incidentally,  is  approximately 
54,  while  that  of  LIr.  Zaphiro  is  48. 

Public  sympatl:iy  in  Addis  Ababa  is  v/^th  I.Ir. 
Zaphiro,  not  in  his  capacity  of  a  British  Government  servant, 
but  rather  of  a  respected  and  well  lilced  man.  Indignation 
is  expressed  in  most  unofficial  quarters  against  the  "hope- 
less  tactlessness"  of  Bisliop  (kiyrme  ^   of  v/hom  much  greater 
discretion,  they  think,  should  normally  be  expected.  Every- 
one loiows  perfectly  v;ell  that  if  llr.  Zaphiro  had  made  the 


comment  ascribed  to  him,  he  said  nothing  less  than  the  simple, 
obvious  truth.   It  was  unnecessary  to  complicate  matters 
by  propaganda  ill-calculated  to  be  helpful  in  Ethiopians 
slavery  problem* 

Earlier  references  have  been  made  to  I.Ir« 
Zap'iiro,  v;hich  may  be  summarized  by  stating  that  he  is  of 
Greek  origin,  born,  as  he  has  said,  in  Constantinople, 
early  a  natui^alized  British  subject  and  from  the  age  of  IS, 
30  years  ago,  in  British  service  of  many  kinds  in  Ethiopia. 
He  has  a  channing  Italian-English  wife  and  three  children. 
He  once  told  me  that  Ethiopia  has  become  his  home,  that  he 
has  very  little  interest  outside  of  the  oountrj'",  and  that 
many  of  his  best  friends  are  amongst  Ethiopians  themselves. 
In  the  earlier  days  of  his  experience  he  had  learned  to 
know  most  of  the  frontiers  and  provinces  "like  his  ovni 
back-yard"  in  the  rigorous  service  of  a  frontier  inspector, 

or 
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or  polbenan,  maintained  by   the  British  Government  to  the 
prSL^ent  day,  primarily  to  restrain  and  if  possible  to 
prevent  slave-raiding  within  the  conti£,nious  British  terri- 
tory* It  would  follow,  therefore^  since  !.!r#  Zaphiro  is 
generally  accepted  to  te  the  greatest  living  authority  on 
Ethiopia  (despatch  2S5,  July  19,  1927,  footnote,  p.  7), 
that  v;eight  and  significance  attaches  to  any  of  his  com- 
ment regarding  the  country,  and  especially,  at  this  tir.e, 
regarding  the  toucliy  slave  CLuestion  therein,  v/hich  may 
appear  in  print • 

For  the  ^j^uestion  of  slavery  is  indeed  a  trj^ing 
one  for  I^s  Tafari,  who  is  "believed  to  earnestly  desire  its 
aholition,  in  conformity  with  his  promise  to  the  League  of 
!Tations,  against  the  passive  resistance  of  the  Empress  and 
most  of  the  Ethiopian  Ministers  and  of  co^orse  against  the 
opposition  of  practically^  all  9^hiopian  land-holders*  As 


r^ 


stated  in  despatch  ITo ,^,.JL5^i__of/^ Juli^  10,  1926,  entitled 
"Slavery  in  Abyssinia  and  tip  Red  5,ea  District  (p.  7):".,,. 
the  irrefutable  fact  remain's  that  to  these  peoples  this 
thing  is  not  yrong"*  They  cannot  grasp  the  "V/estem 
"huniaitarian"  ideal,  and  even  if  they  could,  they  would 
stoutly  maintain  that  their  slavery  is  not  unh-'onanitarian* 
Tliey  raise  their  eye -brows  in  mild  amazement  at  what  they 
regard  as  the  fretting  and  fuming  of  foreigners  over  an 
intimate  pai*t  of  Ethiopia's  social  system,  which  has  sur- 
vived the  ages.  They  only  understand  that  foreigners  must 
have  some  political  and  selfish  reason  for  their  insistence 


up 


on  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  this  feeling  but  serves 


to  harden  them  further  against  the  "meddlers". 
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Ras  Tafari,  on  the  other  hand,  holding  up  the 
torch  of  pro»gress,  unsupported  from  v/lthin,  achieved  meuber- 
ship  in  the  Lea£rae  "by  virtue  of  support  from  without,  mainly- 
French,  it  is  "believed,  gained  by  his  promise  to  eradicate 
the  slave  traffic  from  Ethiopia.  He  issued  the  reg.uired 
edict,  removed  the  slaves  from  the  Palaces  "by  transforming 
their  status  into  that  of  hired  servants,  prevailed  upon 
some  of  his  more  sjinpathetic  associates  and  Rases,  as 
Dejazmatch  Lmeru  of  Harrar,  for  example,  to  follov;  the  Addis 
Ababa  example,  and  \ms,  of  course,  supported  by  the  Le£;ations, 
who  removed  from  their  premises  all  slaves  ovrned  by  their 
Ethiopian  servants*  From  all  reports,  the  results  of  the 
edict  have  been  no  £;reater  than  these,  and  althou£;h  the 
central  Government  appears  to  be  trying  its  best  to  prevent 
f^arther  traffic  i:i   hunans,  it  does  not  yet  dare,  of  course, 
to  interfere  v/ith  eixfcf^ting  ownership •  There  has  been  no 
means  available  to  the  Government,  whose  authority  is  limited 
in  many  of  the  provinces,  of  placing  any  restriction  upon 
traffic  in  slaves^  Yet  the  abolition  decree,  altho^agh  the 
barest  beginning,  is  after  all  a  begirjiing,  and  the  present 

limited  v/orking  of  the  decree  is  for  a  country  lil:e  Etliiopia 

■♦ 

a  long  step  in  the  desired  direction. 

It  hc-S  "been  observed  from  some  of  the  Press 
comment  of  anti-slavery  agitators  that  many  of  them  have  not 
yet  learned,  or  have  failed  to  grasp,  the  essential  facts  of 
the  problem.  Slavery  is  to  the  Ethiopian  an  essential  and 
intimate  part  of  his  age-old  social  system.  To  remove  the 
custom,  overniglit  as  it  v/ere,  the  most  heroic  measures  would 
be  necessary.  The  people  of  Ethiopia  would  not  suffer  it, 
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save  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  custom  is  rooted  so 
deeply  into  their  soil  that  even  if  the  troe  v/ere  cut  at 
Ground  level,  its  roots  \/ould  continue,  vi5c;orously  alive. 
Were  it  possible  for  Has  Tafari  to  abolish' slavery,  root 
and  branch,  he  would  so  disturb  the  exist in£;  feudal  system 
of  Ethiopia,  that  his  ov/n  Ret^ency  would  be  threatened  as  it 
has  never  been  threatened  before,  the  people  wo^old  be  at  a 
loss  to  readjust  themselves  to  the  new  conditions  and  the 
present  relative  peace  and  happiness  of  the  coimtry,  primi- 
tive and  bestial  thou^i  it  may  seem  to  us,  v/ould  £:ive  way  to 
a  chaotic  social  shambles.  Undoubtedly  this  last  state 
would  be  infinitely  worse  than  the  first,  and  I  would  even 
venture  the  personal  opinion  that  it  is  indeed  fortunate 
that  the  central  G-ovemment  has  not  the  power  thus  to  upset 
thin{;s,  since  it  has  not  the  power  to  "put  Hwnpty  Dumpty 
together  a£;ain".  Iloreover,  Ras  Tafari,  the  one  hope  for  a 
new  Ethiopia,  is  obli^jed  to  proceed  with  his  pro£;ressive 
pro£;ram  with  exceeding  caution.   If  he  could  live,  and  hold 
his  place  for  perhaps  the  next  forty  years  (he  is  nov/  about 
24  years  old)  ,  appreciably  chan£,'es  mi£;ht  confidently  be  ex- 
pected  in  some  such  period.  If  the  forei^  ^owers  possessing 
territory-  conti{,*uous  to  Ethiopia  would  £;ive  their  sympathetic 
support  to  Ras  Tafari  in  restraining  the  slave  traffic,  by 
helping  to  police  the  frontiers,  even  as  Great  Britain  alone 
has  for  forty  years  been  doing,  some  little  achievement  might 
be  feopdd  for  v/ithin  the  next  four  decades.   If  people  v;ould 
stop  tallying  about  "the  crirrie  of  slavery"  (as  a  system)  in 
Ethiopia  and  v/oull  urge  a  little  more  studious  and  friendly 
i  assistance  to  the  Ethiopian  Government  in  restricting  the 
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|--  abuse s  of  slavery,  whioh,  of  com^so,  exist  in   Sthiopia  and 


of  which  not  even  the  lov/est  of  Ethiopians  thenselves  approve, 
there  ;70uld  be  established  a  definite  be£;innin£;  of  true  reform. 
To  any  one  v/ho  has  had  an  opportimity  to  see  conditions  in 
Ethiopia  with  level  eyes  and  thoujhtful  minds,  those  v/ell- 
intentioned  persons,  vrho  hold  out  their  palms  in  wall-eyed 
horror  at  slavery  in  Ethiopia,  fall  just  short  of  being 
ridiculous  by  bein;^  pathetic.  They  would  have  it  stopped 
shox^t  by  revolution,  risking;  the  destruction  of  the  last 
soverei£;n  empire  in  Africa  (savin^;^  Liberia,  perhaps),  rather 
than  thinic  about  half  a  century  fonvard,  in  terms  of  evolu- 
tion. 

^ _   An  example  in  point  was  related  to  me  by  members  -  — 

of  the  British  I'e£;ation,  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  slaves 
within  the  Le£;ation  £;roLUids#  As  already  stated,  these  v/ere 
slaves  of  the  Lei[;ation  se2?vantst   In  order  to  set  the  proper 
example,  and  to  confor.n  with  the  Government's  abolition  decree, 
as  ^^Tlaranteed  to  the  'Lea.fj'ae   by  Has  Tafari,  all  of  the  Le^^-ations 
proceeded  without  delay  to  obey  it  literally •  The  British 
Jlinister,  for  ezcaniple,  upon  issuing  the  instructions  to  the 
native  personnel,  met  with  vi£;orous  and  injured  protest,  of 
such  determination,  indeed,  that  he  v/as  obliged  to  give  them 
the  alternatives  of  complying  re  reling^uishlng  their  employ- 
ment* Fort^anately,  most  of  them  complied,  since,  if  they 
had  not,  the  Minister  \TOuld  have  had  difficulty  in  finding 
adegtuates  substitute St  The  servants  argued,  as  they  would 


be  expected  to  do,  that  their  slaves  were  not  Legation 
slaves,  but  their  ovm  property,  over  v^lch  the  Minister  had 
no  control t  They  agreed  that  their  slaves  v/ere  not  ill- 
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treated,  that  they  were  members  of  their  households,  fed, 
clothed,  sheltered  and  req.uired  to  do  very  little  work  at 
any  time^  The  Jlinister,  like  others  who  took  similar  action 
at  the  time,  was  compelled  to  command  without  {jiving  reasons, 
v^hich  obvicTlisly  could  not  have  been  understood*   It  v/as  a 
clear  demonstration  of  the  favorite  Ethiopian  adage  that 
''every  dog  knov/s  his  I.!iaster,  but  not  his  Haster^s  I.!iaster", 
and  of  the  Ethiopian  resentment  at  foreign  ''meddling"  in 
their  private  affairs.  From  the  vie\7point  of  those  servants, 
the  British  Minister  had.  no  more  jurisdiction  over  their 
slaves  than  over  their  v/ives  or  children. 

To  illustrate  the  form  of  ?ress  comment  which 
appears  unenlightened,  and  possibly  rather  prejudiced,  I 


ajn  constrained  to  enclose  a  copy  of  an  example  published 
by  the  London  "TILIES"  of  ¥jb.j   25,  1927,  from  its  Washington 
correspondent,  entitled,  "American  Capital  for  Abyssinia", 
in  v/hich  the  writer  endeavors  (rath.er  sarcastically  it 
seems)  to  show  that  Has  Tafari's  alle^ced  suggestion  to  the 
Press  for  American  capitalists  to  employ  slaves  in  new 
development  schemes  for  a  consideration  of  an  annual 
"rental"  to  their  ov/ners,  and  upon  the  understanding  that 
the  slaves  v/ould  earn  their  freedom  in  five  years,  v/ould 
in  effect  be  a  "proposal  that  American  capital  should  help 
to  destroy  this  system  by  condoning  it  for  five  years". 
As  this  article  is  the  only  in]:ling  I  have  received  regard- 
ing the  Regent *s  alleged  overtures,  I  am  trying  to  obtain 
further  information,  iDut  this  may  prove  to  he  more  difficult 


than  it  wo -old  seem# 


Eov/ever, 
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However,  it  is  difficult  Indeed  to  preserve  poise 
in  the  face  of  such  newspaper  cornrnent.  Freely  granting  that 
British  interests  might  naturally  be  inclined  to  seize  every 
opportimity  to  throv;  an  unfavorable  light  upon  proposed. 
American  enterprise  in  Ethiopia,  and  begrudging  them  no  action 
they  may  choose  to  take  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  possibly 
formidable  competitors  out' of  that  countiy,  I  cannot  but  feel 

I. 

that  the  "1T.IES"  article  is  a  strilcin^;  misuse  of  info nr.at ion. 
Tlie  writer  of  that  article  would  have  it  appear  that  American 
capital  might  be  tempted,  in  the  face  of  envisaged  American 
Labor  opposition,  to  "condone"  Ethiopian  slavery  by  walking 
rough-shod  over  American  anti-slavery  ideals  in  its  Ethiopian 

•s 

operations.  This  article  would  appear  to  have  "been  inspired 


by  one  of  three  things:  (1]  deliberate  misrepresentation; 
(2)  :.iis information  of  misunderstanding  of  v/hat  Ras  Tafarl 
really  desired  to  propose;  /or  (3)  the  usual  misconception 
of  the  whole  slavery  q.uestion  in  Ethiopia.  TTur.iber  (l)  can 
only  be  guessed  at;  Number  (2),  it  is  hoped,  v/ill  be  learned 
in  due  course;  and  I^ui.iber  (2)  uiglit  be  the  explanation. 

But  even  supposing  that  Eas  Tafari  has  made  such 
a  suggestion,  it  would  again  have  reflected  his  appreciation 
of  the  ineradicability  of  slavery  overnight,  so  to  speak,  and 
his  desire  to  effect  a  compromise  betv/een  his  ov;n  people  op- 
posing abolition  and  foreigners  v/ho  would  be  willing  to  hire 
large  masses  of  the  slaves  v/hich  the  League  re<3ulre  to  be 
freed  by  Imperial  fiat.  Cuch  a  proposal  would  further 
demonstrate  the  difficulty  of  the  Regent's  position,  in  his 
efforts  to  achieve  progress  by  pleasing  both  the  foreigners 
whose  help  he  needs  and  the  Ethiopians  whose  antagonism  he 

hopes 
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hopes  to  minimize  as  his  plans  gradually  mifold. 

His  Hij^hness  dares  not  give  his  people  too  great 
a  shock.  They  have  accepted  a  great  deal  from  him  during 
his  eleven  years  of  Regency,  of  which  automobiles  offer  one 
of  the  best  striking  examples,  '  They  swore  that  he  would  be 
dethroned  if  he  should  visit  Europe,  but  his  very  audacity 
in  doing  it  (1925)  seated  him  the  more  firmly  upon  his 
throne.  He  has  been  threatened  with  assassination  a  number 
of  times,  and  each  time  the  old  lij  Yasu  (the  hereditary 
Heir  Apparent,  confined  since  the  revolution  of  1916) 
skeleton  is  dragged  from  its  closet •  His  Highness,  on 
such  occasions,  riles  forth  on  the  royal  mules  or  motor 
cars,  as  the  occasion  may  rec^uire,  v/ith  serene  intrepidity,- 
and  v/ith  more  than  customary  frequency,  never  failing  to 
4ra\7  the  affectionate  plaudits  of  the  populace*  To  all  ap- 
pearances, His  Hi-iiness  is  fearless,  thoughtful,  genuinely 
amlDitious  for  the  advancement  of  his  comitry,  sufficiently 
instructed  to  realize  the  immense  possil)ilities  of  foreign 
assistance,  astute  enough  to  see  that  -Ajuericans  can  best 
lend  aid  in  view  of  the  Anglo-Franoo-Italian  mutual  sus- 

•  * 

picion  society,  and  v/itn  enough  common  sense  to  prefer  com- 
promise in  delicate  matters  to  the  bludgeon.  For  slavery 
abolition  is  probably  the  most  delicate  matter  v/ith  which 
he  has  ever  had  to  deal.  Those  v/ho  fail  or  refuse  to  under- 
stand the  situation,  would  lay  dovim  the  imperative  condition 
of  irai-aediate  abolition  as  the  condition  for  the  retention 
of  Ethiopian  League  and  other  privileges,  and  thus  sweep 
av/ay  the  foundations  of  a  new  Empire  now  being  so  carefully 


laid  by  the  Regent* 
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V.'hether  or  not  Ras  Tafari  actually  made  a  pro- 
posal to  "destrpy  this  system  "by   condoning  it  for  five  years" 
has  not  yet  "been  learned,  but  viev/in^r-  it  without  bias,  it  strilces 
me  as  a  very   clever  idea.  He  must  satisfy  his  own  people,  who 
v/oulci-  rise  as  one  man  a^^ainst  any  attempt  to  enforce  the 
slavery  decree;  he  must  satisfy  the  foreign  Powers  who  frown 
upon  slavery;  and  he  must  allow  time  for  adjustment  to  the 
new  order  of  things,  if  adjustment  is  ever  to  be  hoped  for. 
Five  years  \/ould  appear  not  to  be  a  lon^*  time  in  vyiiich  to 
free  a  batch  of  slaves,  under  whatever  pretext  Ethiopians 
will  sv/allow,  when  those  slaves  represent  a  system  ingrained 
into  the  very  marrow  of  a  nation  of  ten  million  people  and 
practiced  to  the  present  day,  v/ithout  interruption,  from  an 
unrecorded  epoch  when  the  antecedents  of  those  Europeans 
and  others,  vAio   insist  upon  instant  abolition,  were  gurgling 
incoherencies  and  clubbing  each  other* 

The  surest  v/ay  to  "condone"  slavery  in  Ethiopia 
would  be  to  persuade  Ras  Tafari  to  attempt  a  heavy-handed 
enforcement,  the  inevitable  result  of  which  might  conceivably 
be  a  revolution,  calc^olated  to  discredit  the  Regent,  if  not 
to  remove  him  entirely  from  the  scene,  and  make  the  hope  - 
of  abolition  more  than  ever  remote*  On  the  hire  basis  for 
five  years,  His  Higimess  mi£;ht  have  thought,  there  would  be 
time  to  prepare  the  owners  for  event'oal  relinq.uisliment  of 
their  slaves  and  in  the  meantime  provide  them  v;ith  cash 
revenue,  for  which  they  are  evergready  and  for  v;hich  they 
may  be  expected  to  consent  even  to  trade  their  most  ancient 


custom  of  slavery* 


Dangers 
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Dan^jers,  of  course,  are  not  to  be  i^ored,  in 
this  wholesale  contract  labor  proposal  which  the  "TIUES" 
correspondent  attributes  to  Ras  Tafari.  The  proposal  does, 
in  fact,  involve  what  may  be  teiTied  forced  labor,  but  it 
would  seem  to  be  forced  labor  as  a  step  betv/een  slavery 
and  freedom.  There  mijht  be  danger  of  ne£;lect,  by  their 


own 


lers,  of  the  hired  slaves  dui-in^'  the  five-yejtr  period, 
the  ov/ners  contentedly  poc'retin^,-  the  annual  pa^Tnent,  and 
brea::ing  off  that  fanily-lilre  consideration  of  their  slaves, 
v/hich  is  habitual  in  the  existing;  system.  There  mi{;ht  also 
be  the  dan£;er  of  purchasing;  fresh  consi^puaents  of  slaves 
upon  the  liberation  of  the  old  lots,  with  the  attendant 
danejer  of  encouraging  renewed  raiding  efforts  across  the 


British,  Italian  and  ^rench  frontiers,  fo.*  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  fresh  consignments.  This  raiding  goes  on 
continuall^r,  in  spite  of  the  efforts,  especially  of  the 
British,  to  prevent  it,  by  means  of  their  frontier  inspectors 
and  cons^als  and  the  apparently  luiited  desire  of  the  three 
Pov/ers  to  restrict  the  importation  of  small  arms  and  amnu- 
"bition  into  Ethiopia,  save  on  the  Government's  account • 
And  the  slaves,  after  probable  neglect  by  their  07m.ers 
during  the  five-year  period,  and  after  being  freed  at  the 
termination  thereof,  would  only  technically  become  "free". 
They  would  then  "become  anybodj^'^s  prey,  and  could  be  seised 
v/ith  impunity  by  the  first  comers.  There  v/o-old  be  no  force 
In  the  outlying  provinces  to  compel  a  respect  of  the  freedom 
thus  gained. 

Ras  Tafari,  of  course,  realizes  all  this,  and 

his  proposal,  if  in  fact  it  was  seriously  made  by  him,  was 

probably 
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proba-oly  the  be^jt  sujjeatior.  wlilcli  .occurred  to  ^im,  to  keep 
peace  within  his  ovm  realm,  while  tryinj  to  find  a  means  of 
fulfilling  his  ohll-ation  to  the  Leajue .  V^r   impression  is 
that  Ras  Safari  made,  if  an^^'thin^;,  a  tentative  su^£;estion 
rather  than  a  serious  proposal. 

If  failure  to  abolish  means  so  drastic  a  measure 
as  exclusion  fro:.i  the  Lea^jue ,  the  exclusion  must  s-orely 
*  follow.   If  the  League  reiiulrement  to  abolish  slavery  may 

be  called  on  irresistable  force,  then  more  certainty  may 
the  Ethiopian  slavery  tradition  be  called  an  immovable  mass. 
Ras  Tafari(s  only  recourse  is  sor.ie  attempt  to  prevent  a 


collision*  Dile::iraa  est* 


i  Retui^ninj,  therefore,  to  the  cause  of  the  re- 

T^  moval  of  Mr.  Pftilip  Zaphiro,  that  official's  remarks  to 


I'  3isho:p  ^'lyiiiiQ  ^   however,  confidentially  made  and  however 

I" 

f,  well-intentioned,  were  iii  fact  pu'blished,  and  publication 


I'.  v/as  calculated  to  make  Ras  Tafari^s  G-overnment  appear  in- 

sincere in  its  stated  intention  to  carry  out  the  Lea;rue^s 


^      S^  ^W      W.i.>^     — .WV^j^ 


\^  apparent  sine  rac  non  of  mer.roership the  abolition  of 

slaveiyt  V^^   effort  has  been  to  show  that  failure  to  enact 
the  promise  dojs  not  imply  insincerity  or  an^''  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  responsible  central  G-ovemnient  to  evade 
the  obli{jation  incurred*  lie.   Zaphiro^  s  statement  re^-arding 
the  existence  of  slavery  and  the  availability  of  slaves 
at  present  in  Ethiopia  v/as  simple  truth •  Feeling  has  r^on 
rather  hi£;h  in  Addis  Ababa  over  his  removal •  All  of  my 
»,  :  infor::.ants  aL.s"ai^ed  me  that  the  public  in  general  s^nnpathizQ 


with  ^'^r*  Zap'-iiro  in  his  plight  and  ajree  v;ith  his  alle^-ed 
statements  to  Bishop  G-v/ynne,  as  obvious  facts,  re£;ardlng 

which 
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v/:ilch,  published  coni.ient  is  •unnecessary  and  superfluous. 
General  resentment,  which  is  reported  to  "be  livel;;,",  is 
directed  neither  ajainst  the  Ethiopian  Government  nor  llr. 
Zaphiro,  "but  against  Bishop  Gv;ynne,  Tor  his^amazin-:;  in- 
discretion" •  Poor  Has  Safari  lioA   to  act  and  poor  Zaphiro 
Iiad  to  c^.     I!r#  Zaphiro ^s  error  v/as,  not  in  spea^zing  the 
truth,  but  in  spea]:ing  it  to  the  v/ron^-  person.  He  perhaps 
should  not  be  blaned  too  harshly  for  his  apparent  desire 
to  enl'jhten,  since  no  one  v/o'old  expect  a  Bishop  of  the 
Church  of  3n^and  to  betray  a  confidence.  As  one  gentle- 
r.ia::  told  ne  verbally,  "True,  the  Bishop  may  h.ive  done  it 
uiv/ittin.^'ly.  and  v;ith  the  best  intentions,  but  v;ouldnH 
aiv  one  e::pect  a  Bishop  to  have  more  sense?" 

It  is  not  laiovm  what  l!r«  Zaphiro  intends  to  do, 
if,  indeed,  he  Iznows  himself.  He  left  his  fanily  in  Addis 
Abal:a  2nd  he  -jndoubtedlir  hopes  to  return.  IIov/  to  clear  up 
the  raatter  rcr.iains  a  ni;/3tery.   It  ni£;ht  "'blov;  over",  as  some 
hope,  but  the  probability  is  that  sor.ie  form  of  explanation, 
retraction  or  apolO£2i^  must  be  forthcominf;,  although  at  the 


P 


resent  moment  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  which  of  these 


can 


^dnsistently  be  made  or  by  v/hom. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your  obedient  servant 


Am 


Enclos'ore : 


'rom  "Ti;u:- 

aiay 


TIII3S",  London, 
25,  1927. 


nes  ^oder  ^ark 
ican-Vice  Consul. 


File  ITo.  790/850.4. 
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Sxtract  from  "THE  Tr.I::3,  Lonion,  :!ay  25,  1927. 


oCo 


American  Capital  Tor  Abyasinia. 
Overtui'es  fror.i  the  Re£;ent. 

(rror.i  our  ov/n  Correspondent) 

^asliiii£;ton,  I.Iay  24  ♦ 
The  Department  of  Corarnerce  has  Just  issued  an 
appeal  to  American  capital  to  enter  Abycsinia,  "an  almost 
vir£;in  field  for  productive  effort,"  a  fact  v/hich  should 
be  considered  in  co?inection  with  the  repeated  attempts  of 
II^I.H*  Ras  Tafari  I^Iconnen,  the  Rejent  of  Aby-sinia,  to 


i;  persuade  ?.Ir.  Coolid£;e  to  appoint  an  American  Ilinister  at 

Addis  Ababat   In  a  recent  statement  to  the  Press  the  Abys- 
sinian He£;ent  s^o^gested  that  American  capitalists  should 
employ  the  slaves  v/ho  still  constitute  a  large  part  of  the 
pop^alation  for  development  of  coffee,  rubber  and  copper, 
paying  the  slave  ov/ners  a  yearly  sum  for  five  years  as  a 

'^.^  rental  for  this  human  property,  after  v;hich  the  slaves  should 

be  ^free"  --  altho'ogh  the  nature  and  degree  of  this  freedom 


was  not  de fined ♦ 


The  State  Department  last  v/inter  tried  without 
success  to  sec^are  legislative  approval  for  a  diplomatic 
mission  to  Addis  Ababa,  but  hopes  to  find  the  next  Congress 
more  compliant •   There  v/ould  be  no  doubt  of  the  consent  of 
Congress  if  in  the  meanv/hile  American  capital  should  move 
in  that  direction;  but  the  use  of  the  slaves  would  rouse 
\  organized  Labor  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  cui^ious 

that  the  Department  of  Commerce  pamphlet  should  be  silent 

on  that  pointt 

The  Regent^  3  promise  to  the  league  of  Nations 

in 
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in  1923  to  abolish,  slavery  and  forced  labor  has  not  been 
carried  out  and  the  proposal  that  American  capital  should 
help  to  destroy  this  system  by  condoning  it  for  five  years 
would  hardly  find  favor  here#  The  advantage  which  the 
Regent  v/ould  seek  to  derive  in  his  dealings  with  G-reat 
Britain,  France  and  Italy,  from  the  presence  of  an  American 
representative  and  the  creation  of  Americem  commercial 
interests  in  Abyssinia,  however,  is  not  difficult  to 
Ima^jine  • 
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ii«ptember  2,    1927. 


My  dear  Park: 

I  «nolo««  a  oop7  of  a  spaolal  artlola  antltlad 
"Abyss Inlan  Hulor  Offers  to  Abolish  Slavery  PorsTsr   If 
world  Win  Uolp",  publlshsd  In  the  Chicago  DAILY  HBWS   of 
Maroh  24,   19E7,  which,    I  am  Informed,  was  the  basis  of  ths 
London  IIMifiS  article  rsfsrrtd  to  in  your  despatch  No.   242 
of  August   6,    last.     You  will  note   that  the  writer   of  this 
special  article  was  "Jack"   Bauia,   the   special  correspond snt 
of  the  Chicago  DAILY  HEWS,   who  was  Assistant  Director  of 
the  recent  scientific  expedition  to  Ethiopia  jointly 
finanoed  by  his  pa;jer  and  the  Field  Museuia  of  natural 
History* 

We  shall  be  Interested  to  learn  the  results  of  your 
Inyeat Igatlon  of  this  matter. 

l%Tj  truly  yours. 


iilnclosure:  q 

Cgpy  of  article 
refeirred    to  above/ 


>•  ,  •  "   •     "^  '■'  '■'  V 


Janes  Loder  Park,   Esquire, 
Auerlcan  Vice  Consul, 
Adan,    Arabia* 
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AMERICAN  CONSULATE. 


abia,    September  1,   IdJS. 


/ 


j^-^esponse  to  British  Press^S'l^Wiit 


liiopian  slavery  and.  A;;ierica|r*^nterpris^ "^i 


The  Secretary  of  State, 


c 


Washington. 


Sir: 


I  liave  tlie  honor  to  refer  to  my  ITo,  242  of  Au^^-ust 
1927  (paje  9  ejt  seq.«)  ,  enclosiiit^-  and  ooLinienting  upon  an  arti 
v/hioh  appeared  in  the  London  "Times"  of  Ilay  25,  1S27,  from  1 
\7ashi2>gton  correspondent,  v;liioh  endeavored  to  lIiow  tliat  Ras 


oTafari^s  allejeySd  proposal  to  '^condone"  slavery  by  farming  out 
batches  of  slaves  to  future  ^Inierican  rubber,  coffee  and  copper 
developers  for  five  years  y^on  a  certain  ;m£;e  basis,  v;ould  not 
find  favor  araong  the  American  labor  element. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  "Times"  clipping,  I  sent  a  copy 
of  it  to  Ras  Tafari,  covered  by  a  reciuest  for  such  coLiraent  as 
he  may  have  seen  fit  to  mahe.  There  is  enclosed  (iTo.  1)  my 
letter  to  him  dated  Juiie  IG,  19C7,  v/itli  the  appended  article. 

His  Highnesses  reply  came  on  August  22,  1S27,  in  the 
fora  only  of  the  tv/o-patje  publication  "Correspondence  d^Ethiopie" 
of  August  10,  1927,  which  appears  at  irregular  intervals  and  is 
the  Regent's  organ  of  propaganda,  appearing  in  French,  v/ith 
occasional  Englisli  and  German  a;L^ticles,  just  as  "Light  and  Peace" 
appears  in  Amharic,  v/ith  rare  insertions  in  French,  for  domestic 

purposes 
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purposest   This  jartioular  issue  of  "Correspoiidenoe"  is  ITo  •  ?• 
It  is  publislied  only,  I  understand,  v/lien  there  is  suffioiajat- 
matreial  to  jastif;^^  an  edition.  livery  thing  of  interest  in  this 
issue,  v;hich  is  esi:)ecially  interesting,  is  beinj  submitted  to 
tjie  Depart.-ient  in  a  series  of  reports. 

The  nain  article  (Snclosure  ^"io.    2  A-B)  ,  a:_'^parently 
(    replying  directly  to  i.iy  reciuest,  supplies  the  interesting 

inforiuation  that  Ras  Tafari  niade  the  "stater.ient  to  the  Press^ 
in  the  person  of  yjr.    Jac!:  Ba^oni,  v/lio  accompanied  the  Hthiopian 
expedition  of  the  Field  riuse^om  of  "'atural  History  of  Chicago 
last  winter,  Tlie  Prince  ( thr^ugli  the  Co.irt  S;ohe3:nan,  Dr. 
Erich  V/einzinger,  of  course)  expresses  no  resentnent  at  any 
errors  "r.  Bauiii  nay  l.ave  uade  in  (quoting  Ills  Iliglmess  and 
genially  smiles  upon  it  as  gossip  for  American  consjonptiont  And 
in  fact  tlie  perusal  of  a  fev/  of  IIr#  Baurn^s  articles  on  his 
Ethiopian  experiences  have  given  me  the  Impression  of  being 
written  to  amuse  ra;^Iier  then  achieve  an^^  serious  purpose,  other 
than  to  advertise,  perhaps,  the  Field  Iluseum^ s  activities.  But 
the  rlegent  views  with  concern  the  interpretation  placed  upon 
his  alleged  proposal  by  British  Journalists  and  editors,  v;iiom  he 
suspects  of  using  the  aiuiouncement  to  discredit  Ethiopian 
sincerity  in  the  slaavery  matter  and  prospective  American  enter- 
prise. The  "Times"  './ashington  correspondent  also  dragped  into 
the  q^uestion  that  of  American  representation,  which  certain 
British  elements  would  probably  ll]:e  to  prevent  by  presswork 
of  this  nat'di^e.  This,  I  presume,  is  the  British  commercial 
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eiehient,   v/hioh  v/o-old  not  be   expected  to   face   serenely  the 
prospect   of  open  American  competition  under  the  /guidance   of  an 


oixicial   re   resenatation  at  Addis  Aoaha,    since   the  P.e'^-ent^s 
caj^ernobs   to   receive  us   is   patent. 

Snclosure  llo  •    Z^    from  the    sa..ie   publication,    dealing 
with   slavery  in  Aby.-sinia,    shows  the  more   sympat"-'etic  attitude 
of  the   ^Ijanchester  Guardian",    always  a  reasonable  publication 


and  once   described  to  me  Vj  the  First  A:.sistant  President  here 
as  bein^'  "t^o   liberal",   and  hence  unwortliy  of  serious   consider- 
ation.    The   Guardian   is  ready  to   credit  lias   Tafari  \fltli  al  least 
an  holiest   desire   to  help  his  slavery  abolition  "oromise   to   tlie 

tim  %f  rfu 

Leag-ue,  ra^^her  tiian  endeavor  to  show  his  incapacity  to  mahe 
promises  in  c^od  faith.  The  penetration  of  the  "G-aardian", 
at  so  v^v  eat  a  distance,  is  nothing  short  of  remarrzable. 

IJnclosui^e  :"o.  4  A  and  B  is  included  to  give  some 
further  liglit  u:^on  the  worried  ^^usetion  of  slave  raiding  on  the 
Ethiopian  frontiers,  about  which  the  British  are  ever  disposed 
to  mau.e  a  considerable  fuss.  It  is  true,  however,  that  the 
British  caimot,  as  they  say,  effectively  police  their  2000  miles 
of  Uthlopian  frontiers,  but  they  do  seem  to  mahe  a  song  and 
dance  about  slave  raiding,  -  rather  more,  it  would  seem,  than  it 
deserves,  has  Safari  resents  their  paternalistic  solicitude 
for  their  raided  subjects,  and  feels. that  their  constant  fussing 
over  It  is  carefully  calculated  to  underml.ie  confidence  abroad 
in  the  stability  of  the  IJthioplan  Govem-ment,  leading,  perchance, 
to  its  'oltii.iate  dov/nfall  and  their  lion^s  share  of  the  fragments* 
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The  British  frankly  v/ant  Lalce  Tsana  v;ater  aiid  of  course  the  con- 
trol of  the  whole  Blue  ITile  Basin  in  I^thiopia,  and  twenty  five 
years  of  repulsion  nay  have  led  tliem  to  believe  that  disinteg- 
ration of  thelmpire  is  their  only  hope,  ^he  British  already 
re£;ret  their  ill-advised  "s^ei^es  of  influence"  a^-geenent  \7ith 
the  Italian  Crovemivient ,  because  an  integral  Ethiopia  under  ?.as 


Tafari  is  obvio-isly  not  a  field  for  heavy-handed  Iraperialisra. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Yo^jir  obedient  se 


Orfe..ies  Loder  Parle. 
American  Vice  Go".sul. 


Inclosures : 


1.  To  Has  ::afari,  <:uiie  16,  1227, 
with  eiiclosures  from  the 
London  "Times"  of  I.Iay  25,  1227. 

2#  From  "Correspondence  d^Ethiopie" 
"Gossip  of  an  American  jo-arnal- 
ist"  (In  French  and  in  En£;lishy. 

5.  From  "Corres"»:)ondence  d^Ethio  oie" 
"Slaverv  in  Abyssinia"  (In 
En^;lish)  • 

4.  From  "Correspondence  d^Ethiopie" 
The  Governor  of  Sudan  has  dis- 
covered a  "lio  Ile-n^s  land""* 
(  Li  French  ^and  in  Ilnglish"^. 
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COPY.  Enclosure  1, 


•American  Consulate, 
Ade-1,   AralDia. 


June   IG,    1927. 


To  His   Imperial  Iliglmess 
%  Ras  Tafarl  Malzo-inen, 

Retj'ent   of  the  Empire,   and 

Heir   to   the  Throne   of  jJthiopia* 


Highness : 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  co  y  of  an  extract  from  the 
London  "lii-ies^^  of  Ila^  Co,  IS 27,  v/ritten  by  ^he  V/ashington  co- 


r.       ^   respondent  of  that  newspaper,  in  which  he  stites  that  Your 

I  Highness  proposed  that  Arnerican  capitalists  should  employ  slaves. 


for  the  ^reduction  of  Ilthiopiaii  co-?fee,  rujoer  and  copper,  and  that 
these  slaves,  after  five  years  of  oUCh  labor,  v/ould  become  free* 

Your  Highness  will  observe  that  the  writer  of  this  article 
apparently  endeavors  to  influence  public  opinion  in  the  British 
Empire  against  Yo^ar  Highnesses  commendable  desire  to  improve 
Ethiopia*  He  seems  to  tahe  it  for  i;p?anted  that  Ai.ierican  capital- 
ists would  indeed  employ  Your  Higmiess's  subjects  in  a  state  or 
condition  of  slavery,  and  that  Aj.iericans,  who  are  opposed  to 
slavery,  v/ouid  pretend  to  abolish  slaverj^  in  Hthiopia  by  giving 
it  their  support  for  five  years* 

This  a^;p6ars  to  be  inconsistent,  and  I  f*el  certain  that 
the  va^i-er  of  the  article  cherishes  -unfriendly  feelings  towards 

the 
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the  idea  of  American  enterprise  in  Ethiopia,  and  that  for  this 
reason  ue  is  exerting  himself  to  misrepresent  the  facts  in  the 
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It  seeus,  also,  that  t'le  oo^Tespondent  to  the  london 
"Times"  either  caiinot  or  will  not  -onclerstand  the  complexity 
of  the  whole  (question  of  slavery,  and  the  very  Q;reat   diffic^alty 
which  Your  Iligmiess  faces  in  the  natter  putting  en   end  to  this 
ancient  custom.  This  article  see.;:S  to  represent  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  one  who  does  not  fully  understand  the  circumstances 
and  who  probably  did  not  clearly  miderstand  Your  Iligimess's 
act~aal  proposal,  to  create  a  pre  Judicial' fuelin^c  re£;arding 
Ethiopia  and  to  increase  Your  Yi£;lineLS^s  difficulties  in  the 
worh  of  mahin--:  Hthio-oia  a  stron.^-er,  richer  and  more  productive 
nation* 

If,  on  tlie  other  hand,  this  correspondent  understood 
the  tr-de  natiire  of  Yo^or  Iliglineos^s  proposal,  then  I  can  only 
conclude  that  his  state:.;ents,  for  reasons  best  Iznovm   to  himself, 
are  deliberately  Inaccui'ate. 

I  wo-al4  be  most  ^Tateful,  Iligimess,  if  y-u  would  be 
pleased  to  accord  me  some  fresh  light  upon  this  meatter,  in  order 
that  I  :-iay  be  in  a  position,  if  nece  sary,  to  perform  my  small 
part  in  defending  Your  Yigliness  against  misc^uotations  of  this 
nat-ore  and  to  protect  American  interests  in  Ethiopia  against 
those  who  s>.em  to  be  inclined  to  oppose  them* 

Accept,  Iliglmess,  the  renewed  ass^u.ance  of  :^'  highest 


t  _? 


consiaerauion. 


Ja.ies  Loder  Parh* 
Americ:.n  Vice   Cons^ol. 


Inclos^ure:      From  the  London  "Times^-. 
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From  the  Tr.SS  OF  lOlTDOlT,  Hay  25,   1227. 


Al.r3RIG.;iI  CAPITAL  FOR  ABYSS UTIA. 


• 


OVERTURES  FROII  TIIE  REGEIIT. 
(From  o-or  ov/n  correspondent) 

\Yashin£;ton,   Ilay  24* 
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Tlie  Leprtment  of  Commerce  lias  Just  issued  an  appeal 
to  Xuerican  capital  to  entfer  Abyssinia,  "an  almost  vir£;in  field 
for  productive  effort",  a  fact  which  should  be  considered  in 
connection  v/ith  the  repeated  attempts  of  11.    I#  ::•  Ras  Tafari 


^  '^^^  "^  - 


iconnen,  the  r.e^-ent  of  Abyssinia,  to  persuade  Ilr^  CoolidGe  to 

a;;polnt  an  American  Minister  at  AddJ.s  Ababa ♦   In  a  recent  state- 
ment to  the  Press  the  Abyssinian  he^jent  sujr^-ested  that  American 
capitalists  sho'old  employ  the  slaves  v/ho  still  constitute  a  lar^e 
part  of  the  pop-eolation  for  develope.  icnt  of  coffee,  inibber  and 
copper,  payinj  t  e  slave  ovrners  a  yearly  sum  for  five  years  as 
a  re.ital  for  this  huuan  property,  after  v.hich  the  slaves  should 
be  "free"  altho^ogh  the  nature  and  degree  of  this  freedom  vras  not 


defined* 


The  State  Departr.ent  last  winter  tried  without  success 


to  sec^ore  le£;islative  approval  for  a  diplomatic  mission  to  Addis 


Ababa,  but  hopes  to  find  the  next  Con^Tess  more  comJ)liantt 


There 


would  be  no  doubt  of  the  consent  of  Con^''ess  if  in  the  meanwhile 
Ai.ierican  capital  sho^old  move  in  that  direction;  but  the  use  of 
slaves  would  rou:..e  oPi^ajiized  labo'ar  in  the  United  States,  and  it 
is  curious  that  the  Department  of  Commerce  pamphlet  sliould  be 
silent  on  that  oint* 

The 
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The  Regent's  promise   to   the  Lea^-ae   of  ITations  in  1925  to 
alDolish  slavery  and  forced,  la'oo-'ar  has  not  been  carried  out; 
and  tlie  proposal  that  American  capital   slioiild  help  to   destroy 
this   gystam  by  condoning;  it   for  five  years  would  hardly  find  favor 
here#     The  advantage  v/iiich  the  P.egent  v/ould  seelc  to   derive   in 
his  dealin^js  v/ith  OreJfct  Britain,   France  and  Italy  from  the 
presence   of  an  American  diplomat io  representative  and  the   creation 
of  A:aerican  commercial   interests  in  Abyssinia,   ho\7ever,    is  not 
difficult   to   ima,^ine. 
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Journal:        "CTOimSSPOlTDSlTCE  D»ETi:iOPIE". 


Place:       Addis  Ababa,   Ethiopia 
Date:       Aug^ast  10,   1927. 
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RACOlTTAGilS  D»U1T  JOUEITALISTE  A'32lIGAni  ET   CO::.SITT 
LB  "TBLSS"  DE  LOllDHES  Ell  PROFIJEIJT. 


r. 


j» 
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3n  Europe,  1121  journal  is  te  ciui  veut  ecrire  sur  la 
politiq^ue  d^un  pays,  fixe  tout  d^aborcL  son  domicile  dans 
le  pays  (^u'il  veut  etudier*  Souvent,  11  y  travaille 


pendant  plusieurs  aiinees,  il  coimait  a  fond  la  situation 
politique  et  economiq^ue  et  il  a  des  relations  sulvies 
avec  les  lioriimes  influent s#  Autrenent,  il  N'oserait  pas 
ecrire  des  articles  s^ar  ce  pays*  Ce  n^est  pas  le  cas  en- 
Etliiopie.  la,  un  Jouimaliste  europeen  parcourt  vite  en 
luel^ues  sei.iaines  u::  monde  q^ui  est  nouveau  pour  lui,  sans 
coimaitre  la  lan^ue,  les  gens,  les  institutions,  l^Histoire* 
C^uel^ues  visites,  ^uelq^ues  parties  de  cliasse,  et  son  opin- 
ion est  faite  sur  l^Etliiopie.  S  r  ces  donnees  fragiles 
il  cree  1' opinion  publi^ue:  on  devore  ses  articles  a  £;randes 
nanchettes  et  a  titre  sensationelSt  llous  avons  constate 
ce  fait  nallieureusenent  a  plusieurs  reprises. 

TJn  Joumaliste  Americain,  rir.  Jack  3aum  qui   a 
accomT)ar:ne  demierenient  une  mission  araericaine  scientif- 


*^       ^v^ 


i^ue,   voyajeant  en  Etliiopie,   a  publie  par  l*entre:nise  4e 
la  ITortli  Ar.ierican  llev/s  paper  Alliance  des  articles  assez 


ori^cinaux 
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origiiiaux  sur  l^Etliiopie^  Q.uel^ues-'ons  etaient  redlges 
pour  les  lecteurs  aj*.iericains,  et  tout  a  fait  anodinest  IlTt 
Baiun  a  eto  recu  pendant  son  sejour  en  Abysslnie  ;^)ar  le  Prince 
Regent  •  Dans  un  de  ses  articles  il  pretened  ciue  le  iie^ent 
lui  aurait  coiiseille  d^intere^ser  les  capita-ox  americains 
en  Ethiopia  pour  y  faire  de  o'^^andes  plantations  ou  les 
esclaves  travailleraient  pendanx  cinq,  ans,  Jusqu^a  leur 
liberation;  les  entrepene'ors  a..iericains  contribneraient  ainsi 
a  la  suppression  de  l^esclava^^  en  payant  pendant  cinq,  annees 
les  salaires  des  ouvriers-esclaves,  pour  la  nioitie  a  eux- 
memes,  T)Our  1^  autre  no i tie  a  leur  T)roprietaires« 
IIqus  nous  so^jiaes  rensAignes  a  la  scui^ce  ueme  -Ot-nous— 


soiinnes  en  mesui^e  d^aff inner  categoric^uer-ient  que  IIr#  Baum  a 
i:ial  interprete  sa  conversat-on  avec  le  Re£i'ent#  I.Iais  peu 
import e  que  les  dires  de  Vx.   Bauin  soite  vrai  ou  non;  plus- 
ieurs  grands  Jo'ama*ax  anglais  sont  tombcos  sur  cette 
"nouvelle  aniericaine^  et  l'exploite::t  au  detriiuent  de  1^ 
Ethiopia  dans  I'interet  de  la  politique  anglais  qui  ne  cherche 
qu^a  desorediter  le  gouvernement  abyssin.  Les  Anglais  • 
poursuivent  claiieuent  encore  un  autre  but;  decourager  les 
capitaux  americains  de  s^ installer  en  Ethiopie*  Les  redact- 
eurs  des  "Tines"  de  Londres  sont  des  gens  tres  habiles,  niais 
le  precede  q.ui  consiste  a  publier  s  us  la  forme  d^^one 
correspondance  de  T/aehington  un  article  corome  celi  paru  le 
27  liars  dernier,  contenant  pour  partie  des  informations 
exactes  et  d'autres  tendancieuses,  est  trop  grossier  po'or  cue 
les  honnetes  gens  s'y  laisse  prendre*  Voila  cependant  1' 
article  tres  siGiiiflcatlf  q.ui  a  de^a  trouve  son  echo  dans  le 
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presses  ♦tran^ere,   notaoraent  dans  la  prez^se   Italieime; 
CAPITAIDC  JU.SIlICAr-TS  POUE  L^STHIOPIS. 


«■  -^ 


Le  Depart e.ient  de  Cor.inerce  de  Washington  vient  d^ 
inviter  le  public  americain  a  travailler  en  EtliioDie. 
"an  almost  vir  ;in  field  for  prod-active  effort".  On  doit 
considerer  cei;te  invitation  co::!nie  le  resultat  des  demarches 
reiterees  du  Ke£;ent  d^Etliiopie  pour  decider  I!rt  Coolidge  a 
installer  ime  Le^^ration  des  Etats  "Jnis  en  Ethiopie#  Dans  une 
conuiiuni(iue  a  la  presse,  naru  dernierenen'j;;,  (ou,  q^nand?)  le 
Hejent  d^3thiopie  invita  les  capitalistes  aniericains  a 
employer  dos  esclaves  q,ul  foriaent  one  ^.Tand  petrtie  de  la 
pop'olation  pour  planetr  du  cafe,  caoutchouc  etc#,  et  pa-oi* 


exploiter  les  riche:jses  du  sol  en  nineraux.  Po'cir  ce  travail 
les  americains  devraient  payer  pendant  clng^  ans  la  moitie  dn 
salaire  normal  aux  des  esclaves  at  1' autre  moitie  aux  es- 
ciaves-menes.  Apres  avoir  pa:,-e/  ces  "loyers"  pour  la  ^ 
propriete  humaine"  les  esclaves  deviendraient  lihres  q.uoi- 
q^ue  cette  liberte  iPait  pas  etre  claire.ent  definie. 

Le  Departenent  of  States  a  e.saye  l^hiver  passe,/ 
sans  succes,  d^obtenir  les  credits  necessatres  poor  1^ 
installation  d^'one  La^taion  en  Ethiopiet  Le  parti  des 
ouvriers  or£ranises  s^opposerait  ener^iq^uement  a  ce  credit, 
et  il  parait  peu  vraisemble  -^ue  le  Departei.ient  of  Co:nr.ierce 
ne  r^renne  "ms  en  consideration  1^ attitude  de  ce  -oarti* 

La  T)romesse  du  P^e  ;ent  Tafari  Ilaliomien  d^abolir 
l^esclava^-e  et  le  servaje,  fait  en  1S25  devant  la  Li£;ue  des 
nations,  n*a  pas  ete  tenuo .  La  proposition  faite  a-ox 
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capital istes  auerioains  da   oontribuer  a  retai'der  sans  pimi 
de   clnq^  ans  l^e::ecub^jlfion  de   cette  ;i)romesse   touvera  dlfficile- 
ment  1^ approbation  du  peuple  anericain*     En  creant  des 
IlITSRSTS  AI.SRICAniS  en  Ethiopia    et   en  solicitant  lUnstallat- 

•  •  • 

ion  d^ime  Legation  des  Etabs  Unis  en  A  dis  Ababa,    le  Ile£;ent 
oherclie  nn  appui  pour  ses  pourparlers  futurs  avec  l^Anglettera 
l^Italie  et  la  rremoe*     Ces  avantac;es  desires  parole  He/^ent 
sont   trop  visiblest 


It 
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A  part   q;ae  les   fai\>s  r.ientionees  par   co   journal  anglais  ne 
sont   pas  e:cactes,   nous  croyons   ciue  le   coi-respondent  des 
"Times'^   de  V/ashington  peut   sa.  s   carinte  laisser  au  peuple 


^ 


gouverneiaent  araerioain  les  so  ins  de  prendre  des  deois-iL 


ions  ooncemant  l^EthiopiOt 


Ce  oue  le  "Tenps"  pense  de  ca^te  ai^faire.  Cette  houvelle 
exprimee  d^ailleurs  en  termes  plutot  tendanoieux,  doit  etre 
acceullie  avec  la  plus  expre^se  reserve  en  ce  qui  conceine 
les  declarations  du  P.as  Tafari;  ce  n^est  pas  la  premiere  fois 
q^u^un  Journal  anglais  essaie  d^oublier  que  le  veritable 
esc^ilavage  a  ete  aboli  en  Aby.siniCt  Par  oontre  il  est 
certain  que  le  gouvemement  ethiopien  clierche  a  attirer  des 
capitaux  anericaiis,  en  vae  de  contrebalancer  1' influence 
des  pays  q  1  pourra  ent  etre  tentes  d'intervenir  dans  ses 
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.fi'aires  interieure^  sous  un  prete::te  ou  sous  un  autre • 
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FroLi:      "Correspondence  d^Etliiopie" 

Addis  Ababa,   Ethiopia*     August  10,    1927. 


G-ossip  of  an  Aiaerican  Hournalist  and  how     ^ 
the   "Times"   of  London  took  advanta^::e   of  it. 


>. 

h 
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In  Europe,  a  Jo.u'nalist  who  desires  to  va^ite  upon 
tlie  politics  of  a  coujitry,  first  of  all  establishes  his  domic- 
ile in  the  country  which  he  desires  to  studj^*  Often  he  v/orhs 
there  for  many  years,  ha  has  the  bc:sic  understanding  of  the 
■QOlitical  and  econo:.:ical  situation  and  he  has  constant  relations 


with  the  influential  men.  Otherwise  he  would  not  dare  to  write 
articles  regarding  that  country.  Tliis  is  not  the  case  in 
Ethiopia.   There,  a  European  Journalist  d^aring  a  period  of 
several  wee2:s,  dashes  hastily  about  in  a  world  new  to  him, 
Y/ithout  -onderstajiding  the  langua  -e,  the  people,  the  institutions 
or  the  history.  A  few  calls,  a  few  shooting  trips,  and  his 
opinion  ragrding  Ethiopia  is  made.  V/ith  such  inadeiiuate  in- 
fon.iation  he  forms  public  ppinion.  His  sensational  and  boldly 
displayed  articles  are  devo^oi^ed.  ;/e  have  uifortunateljc  observed 
the  fre.-uent  repiti-uion  of  this  fact. 

An  American  Jo'omalist,  IL',  Jacl:  Ba-om,  who  recent- 
ly acconpanied  an  American  scientific  mission  'raveling  in 
Stliiopia,  published,  tliroiigh  the  az-ency  of  the  ITorth  A.ierican 
ITev/spaper  Alliance,  sone  q.uite  ori^'inal  articles  on  Ethiopia, 
Several  of  these  v/ere  v/Ti^ten  for  American  co:is\rapt-on  and  v;ere 
entirely  harnleGS.  Ijr.  Ba-ora  has  "been  received  by  the  Prince 
Recent  during  his  stay  in  Abyssinia.  In  one  of  his  articles 

he 
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he  naintains  that  the  He-:ent  had  su;;v:ested  to  him  that  he 


oU 


Interest  Aiuerican  capital  in  Ethiopia,  for  tlie  purpose  of  lay- 
out lar£;e  plantations  where  slaves  would  work  for  five  years 
and  t^en  Lecone  fi*ee;  the  Ai.iericans  undertaZzing  this  woric 
would  tiius  contribute  towards  the  suppression  of  slavery 
^y   paying;  for  five  years  the  salaries  of  the  laboeer  slaves 
one-lialf  to  the  latter  and  one-Iialf  to  their  ov/ners# 

\!e   are  authoritatively  informed  and  we  are  prepared 
cate^'orically  to  affirm  tliat  !.jt?t  Ba-am  misinterpreted  his 

conversation  v/ith  the  Recent •  But  it  matters  little  whether 
t 

the  sateaents  of  :>•  Baum  are  true  or  not;  several  important 
English  papers  have  seized  upon  this  "American  news"  and  are 


exploiting^  it  to  the  deTri..;ent  of  Ethiopia  iur^he  interest  of  - 
British  policy,  v/hich  soehs  only  to  discredit  the  Abyssinian 
Govem.-.ent#   The  English,  it  is  clear,  are  pursuing  still 
anotlier  objective:   to  disco'jirage  Araerican  capital  from  coming 
into  i:thiopia.  Tlie  editors  of  the  "Tines  of  London"  are  very 
clever  jeople,  "but  the  procediire,  v/hioh  consists  of  publish- 
ing, in  the  form  of  correspondence  from  T/ashington,  an  article 
nice  that  which  a_peared  on  the  ^7th  of  last  Ilarch*,  contain- 
ing information  partially  correct  and  partially  tehdenciousi 
is  too  crude  for  honest  fol-:s  to  tf#i4#w.s\7allov/. 

Here  then  is  the  very  significant  article 


v/hich  has  already  fomid  its 
notably  the  Italian; 


fP% 


echo  in  the  Toreign  Press, 


tv/ 


Error,    sho-ald  be  ::ay  25,   1927. 
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"AJ.IERICM  CAPITAL  FOR  EIHIO:  lA?" 


The  Departuent   of  Co;i:uerce  at  V/ashln£;ton  has  recently  invited 
the  American  public  to  •./orl:   in  Ethiopia,    "an  al^-iost  vir£;in 
field,  for  prodiictive  \7orI:".     This   invitation  should  "be  regjacrd- 
ed  as  thb   result   of  tlie  repeated  efforts  of  the  rwe£;ent  of 
3tliiopia  to   persuade  TlPt   Coolid  -e   to   esta'blish  a  Legation  of 
the  United  States   of  America   in  I^thiopia.      In  an  amiomicer.ient 
to   the  Press,    recently  published   (v/liere,   when?)    the  Re^^ent   of 
Ethiopia   invited   capitalists  to   employ  the    slaves,   v/ho   con- 
stitute  a  lar^-e  ^art   of  the  population  of  .Ethiopia,   to  plant 
jooffee^   ruhjer,   etc*,    and  to    ex:jloit   the  mineral  wealth  of  the 


ground.     For  this  \:orl:  the  Americans  would  pay  during  five 

years  one-half  of  the  normal  wages  to   the   ov/ners   of  the   slaves 

and  the   otlier  half  to   the   slaves  themselves •     Af*tr  paying  this 

"rental"   for  the   "human  property"   the   slaves  would  become   free, 

■^  ^  * 

although  this  freedom  was  not  clearly  defined* 

The  De'oartment  of  State  tried  last  winter,  vyithout 

success,  to  obtain  the  appropriation  necessar^^  to  instal  a 

Le£;ation  in  Ethiopia.  The  organised  labor  party  ener^-etically 

opposed  this  a^propraition,  and  it  appoars  -unlirzely  that  the 

Department  of  Commerce  did  not  ta]:e  into  consideration  the 

attitude  of  this  party. 

The  promise   of  Re,:;ent  Tafari  ria^zomien  to   abolish 

slavery  and  serfdom,   made  in  1923  to   the  L5a£rae   of  nations, 

v/as  not  ;:ept»     The  proposal  i.iade  to  American  capitalists  to 

"^  contribute 
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oontriL)ute  v/ith  impunity  tov/ai^ds  retarding  tlie  exec"jitlon  of 
this  promise   for  five  ;,^6ars  will  liave   diff ic^jlty   in  finding  the 
a  proval   of  the  American  people.      In  creating  AIISRICAIJ  UTTERESTS 
in  Ethiopia  and  in   soliciting  the   estalDlislmant   of  an  /unerican 
Legation  at  Addis  Aoaha,    the   Regent  s:el:s  a  point  of  vantage 
for  his   future  negotiations  v;ith  England,    Italy  and  France • 
The  advantages  desired  l3y  the  Hegenta  are   only  too   evidentlll 


Apart   from  the   ine--actitude     of  the   facts  mentioned  by 
this  English   journal,   v/e   believe   that   the  V/ashington  correspond- 


ent  of  the   "limes"   can  v/ithout   fear  leave   to   the  American  people 
and  G-overniaenJb  the   trouble   of  mailing  decisions  concerning 
Ethiopia* 


0 


N 


VTnat  "Le  Temps"  thirucs  of  this  natter: 

This  news  expressed  elsewhere  in  rather  "biassed  terms, 
should  "be  entertained  with  the  utmost  express  reserve  espeoially 
regarding  the  state:-:ents  of  Ras  'Jaf ari ;  this  is  not  the  first 
tine  that  an  Ilnglish  journal  endeavored  to  forjet  that  real 
slavery/"  has  "been  abjlished  in  Abyssinia.  On  the  contrary  it  is 
certain  that  the  Ethio;^ian  G-ovemr.ient  seelcs  to  attract  Ar.ierican 
capital,  v/ith  a  viev/  to  counterbalancing  the  influence  of 
countries  which  night  be  tempted  to  intervene  in  its  internal 
aflTairs,  under  one  pretext  or  anot'.er. 
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Journal:   "Corresi^ondenco  d'Sthio-Die, 
Place:  Addis  Ababa, 
Dtae:  Au^-ust  10,  1927. 
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SLAVERY  III  ABYSSIiTIA. 
(the  two  introductory  paragraT)li3 
of  the  followin{;  appeared  in 
French,  the  reucinder  in 
En^a  i  sh ) 


At  AJ-dis  Ahaba  an  association  mas  founded  under  the 


•N 


presidency  of  an  Abyssinian  doctor,*  the  i.iembers  of  vThioIi 
or^janisation  undertalce  to  free  ^11  of  the  slaves  belonging 
to  them  and  to  assist  in  the  creation  f  a  vocational 
school  for  the  children  of  'jhe  sieves,  The  Ethiopian 
Governi.ient  placed  a  Icrje  piece  of  land  at  the  disposal  of 
the  association,  for  the  construction  odt  the  neceL.sary 
buildings: 

On  this  subject  the  "I^nchester  Guardian"  v/rites: 
"Sone  tir.ie  a{;o  the  Anti-Slavery  and  Abori;:^:enes 
Protection  Society  was  approached  by  the  Foreign  Office,  to 
help  in  the  establisliaant  and  maintenance  of  a  school  for 
poor  children  and  fi-eed  slaves.  That  is  an  interesting  piece 
of  nev/s.  It  will  be  reiueubered  that  during  the  controversies 
over  t^.e  entry  of  Abuoslnia  to  the  League  of  ITations  in  1923 
and  over  the  Anglo-Italian  agreement*  of  1925  the  existence  of 


.'ttX' 


domestic   slaver^'"  in  Abyssinia  was  one  of  the  chief  argu'.ients 
ur:;ed  against   'leradmission  to  equality  with  other  nations. 
The   statement   in  cLe-ence  that    '^he  Abyssinian  Govemr.ient 

uiider  the  enlightened  Has  .afari  was  attacking  the  problem 


/9^'   "AjutM.^ 


v/ith 


♦  ,     •«//# 
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v/itli  vigour  and  not  v/ithout   success  uas  denied,    but   tlie  new 
school   is   evidence   tliat   sonet'iing  new  lias  been  and   is  being 

* 

done,  for  there  could  be  no  need  for  liberated  slaves  unless 
slaves  were  in  process  of  being  liberated#   The  difficulties 
facing  the  Regent  were  hot   alwa^'s  understood.  Domestic 
slavery  has  been  part  and  parcel  of  Abyssinian  life  for 
centuries,  as  it  is  in  other  Eastern  countries  in  a  similar 
stage  of  developenient ,  and  it  can  only  be  abolished  by  degrees # 
Govemi-ients  have  to  wall-:  warily •  The  Aby  sinian  has  rislzed  a 
greit  deal  as  it  is,  in  its  reforming  zeal,  but  it  has  escaped 
disaster.  An  encouraging  beginning  has  been  made  for  which 


Ras  Safari  deserves  support  and  sympatic r 
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le  Qouverneur  de   Sudan  a  dec  ;uvert 
•an  "No  lianas  land". 


Le   dernier  rsLwjort   du  Gouverneur  du  Sudan  a  la 
^  S.   dt  IT.   nous  rensei£pie   sur  un  "territoire   sans  patron".     Ou? 

Sntre   le   Sudan  et   1' Ethiopia.     C^est  par  ce   terrain  sans  patron 
Ci^ue   les   cliaussanrs  d^esclaves  «iennent   traverser  la  frontiere 
du  Sudan  poui^   capt-jii'er  le'or  b/utin,    dit  le   rapport.     Q,u^on 
nous  peri.iette  deux  t^uestionsl     La  premiere   est   celle-oi: 
"Si  les  dites  bandes^viennent  de  Uo  Ilan's  Land  pourq^uoi  en. 


faire   responsable   le  G-ouverneuent  Sthiopien?     La  deuxiene 
q,uestion  est   celle-ci: "Est-ce   q^ue   l^arnee  An^jlaise  du  Sudan 
lT8est-elle  pas  assezL  f  .rte  puur   surveiller  la  frontiere  vers  le 
pa,ys   sans  proprietaire?     Un  troisier.ie    qusetion  se   pose   encore: 

» 

Est-ce  (^ue  le  Gouverneui"  du  Sudan  croit-il  vrainent  q.u^  il  est 
possible  q^u^un  territoire  sans  patron  existe  a  cote  d^un  territ- 


oire  anglais? 


Dr.  S.  7. 
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Jounml:     "Correspondence  d^Ethiopie", 
Place:     Addis  Ababa,   Ethiopia, 
Date:     Au£rust  10,   1S27, 


( 


^he  Governor  of  Sudan  has  discdvered 


a  llo  r  ran '  s  Land  • 


.1 


m 


he  last  report  from  the  Governor  of  the  Sudan  to  the 


Lea^ae  of  nations  ini^orns  us  thgirdlng  a  territory  without 


a  master •  Where?  Betv^cen  the  Sudan  and  I]thiopiat  It 
is  through  this  ovrnerless  land  that  slave  raiders  cross 
the  Sudan  frontierto  capture  their  tiooty,  says  the  report. 
V7e  would  li]:e  permission  to  ask  two  q^usetionst  The 
first  is  this:   "If  the  said  oands  co  e  from  a  ITo  rian^s 
Land,  why  hold  the  ZCthiopian  Govem..:ent  responsible  for 
this?"#  The  second  g^uestion  is  this;   "Is  the  English 
Sudan  ar.;^  not  strong  enougli  to  g^aard  the  frontier  in  the 
region  of  the  country  without  a  proprietor?".  There  is 
still  a  third  question;   ^Does  the  Govern  r  of  the  Sudan 
really  believe  that  it  is  possible  for  a  territory  to 
exist  without  a  patron  iiear  an  English  possession?". 
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Aden,  Arabia,  uctoter  12,    1937,        ^^".7^. 


J .  '^  t  • 


no  I  en r;   ;\i  f/\!Kb 


1—1066 
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js^  I   /  Slavery  in  Ethiopia;  End  of ^the  Bishop  Gwynne 
* ''   ^J^nfjiaent;  Political  Significance. 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State. 


Washington 


Sir: 


r.  ^0' 


.i  » > 


;■;„;■:  i-.''l'-- 


I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  connection  with 
general  subject  of  slavery  in  Ethiopia,  translations  of  t 
articles  appearing  in  i-'rench  in  the  tenth  nTim"ber  of  Kas  Tafari's 
nev;spaper  "CorresponcLance  I'Ethiopie"  dated  September  10,  1927, 
the  first  describing  in  detail  the  history  of  the  Bishop  Gv/ynne 

ch  ITo.  242  fit   Ai 


incident,  referred  to  in  my  despat 


.\igU3t  8,  1927, 


•  CO 


and  the  second  showing  a  French  conception  of  Anglo-Iialian 
collaboration  for  mutual  political  assistance  in  Ethiopia, 
employing  the  slavery  bugaboo  as  a  "tool"  or  pretext  for  dis-  ^. 
crediting  the  Ethiopian  Government  to  their  ov<n  advantage. 

The  first  article  clears  up  the  story  of  Li*.  Zaphiro's 
departure  resulting  irom  Bishop  Gv/ynne »s  indiscretion  in  q.uoting 
him  in  Egypt,  corrects  a  number  of  innaocuracies  and  fills  in  the 
gaps  in  my  earlier  report.  The  affair  is  evidently  closed,  the 
statement  to  this  effect  being  corroborated  by  the  recent  report 
from  Addif;  Ababa  that  llr.  Zaphiro  is  expected  to  return  to 
Ethiopia  in  the  very  near  future, 

xhe  seoon..  article  from  "Correspondance"  seems  to  be 
a  rather  good  precis  of  the  historical  background  of  the  slavery 

q.ueation 
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question,  referring  particularly  to  the  Conventions  of  Berlin 
(1885),  Bruasels  (1890),  and  Saint  Germaine  (1919),  recalling  the 
Hansen  report,  with  its  disclosure  of  slavery  in  other  oo\mtries 
"besides  lithiopia  and  driving  home  the  point  that  Great  Britain 
and  Italy  seem  to  "be  making  an  unneoessaxy  ]3.ullabaloo  about 
Ethiopian,  slavery  in  particular,  especially  since  ii^thiopia 
"became  a  mem'ber  of  the  League  of  ifktions.  V/hat  the  Powers 
mentioned  hopeto  gain  "by  such  intermingling  of  issues  or  in  what 
manner  they  hopeto  gain  it,  is  not  explained*  Apparently,  Great 
Britain  desires  to  completely  eradicate  Ethiopian  slavery  during 
♦  the  coming  convention  at  ueneva,  in  accordance  with  the  Cecil  draft 
convention  of  Septom"ber,  1925.  Although  from  Ethiopian  slavery. 


an  inherent  institution  of  many  ages  growth,  to  a'bolition  in 
Switzerland  by  stroke  of  pen,  is  a  far,  far  cry,  and  cannot, 
certainly,  have  any  practical  relationship,  Ethiopia  as  a  league 
Member  and  a  slave  State  will  inevitably  come  on  the  tapis*   If 
its  sister  members  of  the  League  refuse  to  face  facts,  study  Ethiop- 
ia's difficulties  and  prepare  sympathetically  to  assist  in  the 
gradual  elimination  of  its  slavery,  the  resulting  situation  will 
l}e  Impossiblet 

Discount  should  probably  be  made,  on  general  principles, 
for  rrench  prejudice  animating  the  enclosed  article,  but  its  net 


value  is  palpable ♦ 


i  ■_ 


That  Ras  Tafari  is  making  a  serious  effort  to  abolish 

t  •  *         •  ..« 

slavery,  as  promised  to  the  League,  is  attested  by  some  recent 
items  of  news  received  here.  The  third  enclosure  herewith  q.uote8 
extracts  from  two  personal  letters  received  from  an  American 

friend    -^ 
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friend  in  Addis  Aliaba  and  an  item  from  Reuters  Tele^,rams 
pu))lished  in  Men  on  September  22,  1927, 

The  oitatlon  vms  made,  in  despatch  Ho.  242  of  Axigust  8 
last  (pages  9-14),  of  an  article  by  the  Washington  correspondent 
of  the  London  "TIMES",  attacking  Ras  Tafari's  proposal  to  "end 
slavery  "by  condoning  it  for  five  years"  under  a  scheme  of  hire  to 
American  capitalists • 

The  explanation  of  the  source,  in  the  person  of  "Jaok" 
Baum  of  the  "Chicago  Daily  Kev;s",  came  indirectly  from  Raar 
Tafari  in  "Correspondance  D*Ethiopie"  reported  in  my  25yof 


Septemberl,  1927,  Still  in  the  dark  as  to  the  precise  nature 
of  Jack  Baum's  article  giving  Ras  Tafari *s  "announcement  to  the 
Press%  t  was  grateful  to  receiye  recently  a  copy  of  this  article — 
from  the  Department.   I  am  delighted  to  observe  that  Jack  Baum.-' 
gave  a  very  thoughtful  and  reasonable  summary  of  the  situation 
and  that  Ras  Tafari *s  proposla,  as  q.uoted  by  him,  contains  no 
elements  oaloiilated  to  be  offensive  in  any  quarter,  as  the  British 
correspondent  intimated. 

In  Jack  Baum*s  article  it  appears  that  Ras  Tafari  suggests 
the  freeing  of  alaves  by  the  five-year  paid- labor  plan,  "if  they 

» 

(the  slaves)  so  desire".   It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  many 

9 

"slaves"  would  endeavor  to  evade  freeing,  and  that  they  would 

•     •  • 

plead  with  thelr^  masters  to  keep  them,  even  as  many  Ankerioans 

negro  slaves  viewed  emAnclp«tion  with  dread.   To  illxuitrate  this 

•  "    ■  ■   .  .   ■  •  •  ■ ..  ^ .  -. 

attitude  on  the  part  of  the  slaves  themselves,  there  is  enclosed 
(Up.  4)  a  copy  of  an  article  from  the  weekly  "East  Africa"  dated 

T  •  • 

August  11,  1927. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Your  obedient 


ames  Loder  Park. 


erioan  Vioe  Consul. 


Enclosure; 


• 


1.  Translation,  from  "Correspondance 
d»Ethiople",  No.  10,  September  10,  1927. 

2.  Translation,  froia  the  same. 

3.  Extracts  from  letters  from  Addis 
Ababa  and  from  Reuters  Telegrams. 

4.  From  "East  Africa",  Au^just  11,  1927. 


Original  and  four  copies  to  the  Department. 
One  copy  to  the  Embassy,  London. 
One  copy  to  the  Legation,  Berne. 
One  copy  to  the  Legation,  Athens. 
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TRANSLA.TION  FROM  FRENCH 


Enclosure  1 


JIame  of  Journal:  "Correspondance  d'Ethiopie", 
Place:  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia, 
Date:   September  10,  1927. 


•■■*.^ 


t. 
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AN  ENGLISH  BISHOP  OK  ETHIOPIA. 


^  About  a  year  ago,  Monseigneur  Gwynne,  the  English 

Bishop  of  Egypt  and  §udan  came  to  Ethiopia  to  visit  the  Bmpress 
8Lnd  the  Regent  Tafari  I^Iaiiomien.  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
had  commissioned  him  to  restore  to  the  Empress  the  golden  oross 
captured  from  the  Abyssinians  by  General  ITapier  at  the  Battle 
of  Iflagdala  and  kept  since  1868  in  the  Cathedral  at  Bombay.  This 


was  a  gracious  gesture  from  the  Anglican  Church  towards  Ethiopia 
Bishop  Gwynne,  also,  had  been  received  with  all  the  honors  due 
his  rank  and  person.   Costly  presents  had  been  exchanged  in 
witness  of  reciprocal  sympathy. 

Returning  to  his  post,  the  Bishop  made  a  speech 
at  Alexandria  upon  his  trip  to  Ethiopia.   In  this  speech  he 
spoke  more  like  a  politician  than  a  priest.  He  praised  the 
advantage  of  a  "peaceful  penetration"  in  Ethiopia  by  the  three 
colonial  Powers.   In  this  talk,  he  also  discussed  things  vdiich 
the  brevity  of  his  sojourn  in  Ethiopia  certainly  could  not  have 
allOY/ed  him  to  observe  himself.  Each  or  nearly  each  of  his 
statements  was  full  of  disdain  for  the  people  who  had  welcomed 
him  with  great  cordiality,  and  whom  he  had  not  had  sufficient 
time  to  know  thoroughly  enough  to  give  a  J\ist  and  honest 


impression  in  apublic  gathering  of  their  country. 
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The  Bishop,  resorting  to  generalities,  said  (q.uoted 
in  English) :  "the  Atyssinians  are  a  terribly  druiilcen  lot  as  they 
make  a  intoxicating  drink  out  of  honney" »  He  forgot,  it  appears, 
that  England  is  where  they  make  whiskey,  a  drink  fully  as 
dangerous,  if  not  more  so,  than  the  Abyssinian  "Tej"  to  whioh  he 
attributed  suoh  evils.  Let  us  add  in  this  oonneotion  that  the 
Europeans  were  the  first  to  teach  iibyssinians  to  drink  alcoholic 
liquors  whioh  today  are  poisoning  the  masses  of  the  Abyssinian 
population.  The  Bishop,  in  his  speech,  testified  to  his  lack  of 
esteem  for  the  most  highly  placed  personages  of  Ethiopia,  whose 
guest  he  had  been.  I'his  attitude  of  Monseigneur  uwynne  demonstrates 
in  him  a  grave  lack  of  tact  and  education.  But  in  a  part  of  his 
"lecture"  the  priest  completely  departed  from  his  role,  and  we 


would  point  out  the  unfitness  of  his  words. 

Without  having  examined  the  delicate  question  of 
slavery  in  Ethiopia,  the  Bishop,  with  extraordinary  thoughtlessness, 
saud  to  his  distinguished  audience:  "In  Ethiopia,  slaves,  10 
pounds  each!"  That  was  all  he  said  about  it.   To  evade  respons- 
ibility for  the  statement,  he  declared  that  LIr.  Zaphiro  of  the 
British  Legation  had  given  him  this  information.   The  Bishop 
forgot,  knowingly  of  course,  to  develop  this  distasteful  statement 
or  to  give  the  necessary  explanation  of  slavery  in  Ethiopia. 
Especially  did  he  forget  to  add  that  t  .e  Ethiopian  Government 
has  instituted  capital  punishment  for  trading  in  slaves  and  that 
it  is  doing  all  in  its  power  completely  to  suppress  this  unfortunate 
institution,  7/hioh,  despite  the  Government's  considerable  efforts. 


unfortunately  but  still  secretly,  does  exist  in  :Lthiopia. 


The 
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The  Bishop  of  Egypt  and  Sudan  is  not  unaware  of  the 
faot  that  England,  in  more  than  forty  years,  has  been  unable  to 
suppress  slavery  in  Egypt  euid  Sudan  (Sir  S#  Baker  Gordon]  ,  in 
spite  of  its  utmost  efforts,  its  armies  and  its  modern  media  of 
repressioni   Of  all  this  he  said  not  a  word  to  his  listeners •   He 
merely  threv/  at  them  the  malevolent  remark:  "In  Ethiopia,  slaves. 


c 


10  pounds  eachi" 


Mons eigne ur  Ciwynne  is  silent  re£;6a*ding  a  sad 


chapter  of  iilnglish  history;  the  best  society  of  England,  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  Joined  in  the  great  slave  hunts  in  Africa; 
the  unfortunates  v/ere  trajisported  to  America,  where  they  laid  the 
foTindations  for  great  English  fortunes,  with  their  "blood.   It  was 
I         an  authentic  Englishman,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  v/ho  in  1652  became  the 

i 

f         first  great  slave  dealer.  And  that  was  the  period  of  Shakespeare, 
'i         when  iilngland  had  obtained  a  degree  of  civilization  well  above  that 

of  Ethiopia  today, 

^^  America  freed  its  slaves  only  in  18661  Have  they 

I' 

1^         been  able  jto  suppress  slavery  entirely  in  Arabia,  Sudan,  Portugese 

» 

I         Africa,  Turkestan,  English  Burma?  Have  they  not  arrested  large 

landowners  in  Louisiana  ajid  Mississippi  for  slave  trading,  in  1927? 
Read,  then,  Llonselgneur  Gwynne,  what  the  Commission  of  the  League 
of  Nations  said  in  Llay,  1927,  regarding  the  white  slave  trade  in 
Europe  and  South  America  I 

Is  it  not  true  that  quite  recently,  in  June,  1827, 
the  authorities  of  Townsville  (Queenslajid)  arrested  a  ship  of  a  great  i 
European  Pov/er,  carrying  in  its  hold  500  hidden  beings  destined  to 


China? 
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If  Monaeigneur  Grwynne  v/oulcL  like  to  teoome  aoq^uainted 
with  the  written  proof  of  all  that  we  have  said,  supposing,  of 
course,  that  he  has  not  done  so  (and  we  would  not  do  him  this 
injustice),  we  are  at  his  entire  disposall 


oOo 


(^  Llonseigneur  Gwynne,  throiigh  the  intermediary  of  the 

British  Legation  at  Addis  Ababa,  presented  to  the  Ethiopisji 
GrOverninent  his  regrets  for  the  incident  created  by  his  lecture. 
Officially,  then,  the  incident  is  closed. 

But  the  numerous  audience  attending  the  lecture, 
have  not  been  informed  of  the  regrets  expressed  by  the  lecturer. 

On  the  contrary,  the  opinions  expressed  by  him  were 
spread  tliroughout  the  world ^s  Press  and  brought  to  the  attention 
of  thousands  of  readers* 

These  readers  do  not  laaow  that  the  author  of  those 
opinions  has  expressed  his  earnest  regret  for  liaving  expressed 


them. 


Vfe  hold,  therefore,  and  with  purpose,  that  the 


apology  given  is  little  enough  in  comparison  with  the  evil  wrought. 
It  even  appears  to  us  as  insufficient.   This  is  the  final  note  of 
our  foregoing  remarks  concerning  the  incident  Gv/ynne. 
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Name  of  Jojirnal:  "Correspondance  d'Ethiopie", 
Plaoe:  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia, 
Date:  September  10,  1927, 


ABYSSINIA  AND  THE  PROBLEM  OF  SLAVERY. 


C 


By  Andre  Hesse,  Deputy. 
(L'Opinion,  Saigon). 


If  for  several  weeks  there  has  been  no  disoussion 
in  the  leading  Press  of  the  Italian  dream  of  colonial  expansion, 
it  would  be  a  profound  error  to  thini:  that  Rome  is  no  longer 
interested  in  this  q^uestion#   The  transalpine  colonial  sunbition  is 
keener  than  ever,  and  it  strives  to  translate  its  distant  visions 
into  reality,  with  a  tenacity  which  finds  its  way  into  the  diplomat- 
ic actions  of  our  neiglibors.   It  would  be  inexcusable  on  our  part 
not  to  study  the  means  employed  by  the  Consulta  to  enable  the 
Fascist  regime  to  gild  itself  with  a  colonial  glory  altogether 
opportunistic*   These  meana  are  in  effect  capable  in  certain 
instances  of  prejudicing  our  own  interests • 

This  is  why  (leaving  entirely  aside  the  very  simple 


I,  problem  of  international  public  law,  as  affecting  naturalization 

\ 

f,  in  Tunisia)  ,  it  is  useful  to  point  out  the  Abyssinian  policy 

followed  by  Italy,  in  oollaboration  with  the  Cabinet  of  Saint 


Jameses.   It  seems  q.uite  olear  that  the  two  Chanoelleries  ax^e  united 
in  the  purpose  to  effect,  in  a  manner  more  or  less  direct,  the 

« 

partition  of  Ethiopia,  the  immediate  effect  of  v/hich  would  be  the 
annulment  of  the  efforts  made  for  many  years  by  France  in  Addis 

Ababa 
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AlJaba  as  well  as  in  Djibouti,  Our  port  of  the  Somali  ooast  will 
nevertheless  continue  to  "be  the  open  door  for  traffic  "between 
Abyssinia  and.  the  outside  world. 

Italy  makes  no  secret  of  the  fact  that  she  concentrates 
troops  in  Italian  Somalia,  but  there  is  still  an  obstacle  in  the 
part  of  her  old  aspiration  for  a  share  in  the  soisure  of  Ethiopia, 
i.e.,  the  territorial  integrity,  which  lately  contributed  to  the 
acoeptajice  of  Ethiopia  as  a  member  of  the  League  of  Nations. 
This  rivet  of  liberty  Italy  and  Great  Britain  do  not  despair  of 


\  loosening  by  means  of  a  lever,  already  worked  by  them  for  some  time 

I 

V  past,  and  appearing  in  the  eyes  of  neutrals,  ever  influenced  by 


false  Anglo-Saxon  humanitarian  ism,  as  a  tool  not  only  undangerous 


but  even  beneficial.   This  tool  is  slavery. 

Behind  the  problem  of  slavery,  brought  up  at  Geneva, 


there  looms  up  what  appears  to  be  a  purely  imperialistic  plan. 
/   I  What,  then,  is  this  problem?  How  can  it  be  made  so  prominent 

at  Geneva,  and  vAiy?  It  is  interesting  to  examine  the  question. 

It  is  recalled  that  in  IQQo   the  general  Act  of  Berlin, 
and  five  years  later  the  General  Act  of  Brussels,  were  published 
as  a  complete  series  of  measures  for  the  suppression  of  African 


trugg 


against  slavery. 


Meanvitoile,  Arabia  continued  to  be  a  "slave"  country, 
but  the  Turkish  Government  in  suppressing  this  custom,  seemed  to 
have  put  the  final  touch  to  this  legacy  of  the  past.   The 
conventions  of  Saint  Germain,  providing  for  the  control  of  the 
arms  traffic  and  the  repression  of  alcoholism,  and  signed  in 
September,  1919,  in  no  way  modified  the  international  control 
of  the  trade.   But  when  the  Leeigue  of  Nations  met,  as  it  is  seen, 

in 
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in  1922,  New  Zealand  raised  an  otjeotionto  the  Ethiopian  Government's 
praotioe  of  permitting  slavery  to  continue  in  its  territory:  the 
League  appointed  Mr.  Hansen  to  make  a  report  on  this  question. 

An  inquiry  was  inaugurated  and  extended  to  A"byssinia, 
Afganistan  and  the  Hedjaz:  in  view  of  the  information  obtained, 
the  Council  of  the  League  of  Nations  deoided  in  1925  to  appoint  a 
special  Slavery  Commission,  whioh,  granted  sufficient  freedom  of 
aotion  and  money,  would  be  able  to  keep  the  Assembly  advised. 
This  Commission  met  in  September,  1924,  but  enooiintered  great 
difficulties,  notably  those  connected  with  the  establishment  of 


I  satisfactory  relations  between  the  States  under  inquiry  and  the 

I 

i  Commission.  However,  a  general  report,  drawn  up  "by  Mr.  Maurice  De- 


lafosse,  elaborated  a  proposal  for  the  international  convention 
I  adopted  last  year  by  the  Assembly* 


The  general  report  dissipated  the  British  desire  to  limit 
the  problem  to  Abyssinia  and  advised  the  examination  of  Thibet, 

Nepal,  Phillipines,  Borneo  and  even  America.  The  report  concluded 

f- 

I  moreover  with  a  recommendation  to'  examine  not  only  the  problem  of 

I  slavery  itself,  but  also  to  study  all  of  the  institutions  restrict- 

ing individual  liberty  (domestic  or  private  servitude).  ^ The 
Commission  of  Colonial  Llandates  examined  and  approved  this 
extensive  report;  in  September,  1925,  Viscount  Cecil,  during  the 
sixth  assembly,  presented  to  the  members  of  the  League  of  nations 
a  draft  convention  t.^e  object  of  which  was  completely  to  destroy 
the  last  traces  of  slavery.  The  llembers  of  tue  League  will  sign 
this  pact  during  the  next  session.   So  stands  the  question,  but  how 
does  it  afx'ect  Abyssinia^s  international  position? 

The  Ethiopian  Government,  conscious  of  its  peril,  deemed 
.  it  useful  to  gain  admission  into  the  bosom  of  Geneva  but  in  so 

doing 
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doing  gave  Italy  and  England  a  weapon  against  itself •  Slavery  has 
"been  practical  for  centuries  in  Abyssinia  and  it  is  difficult  to 
a'bolish  such  a  custom  by  a  simple  decree  of  the  central  ruling 


power 


It  is  perceived  that  it  will  "be  easy  at  the  desired 


time,  to  find  Abyssinia  in  default  and  then  to  declare,  urbi  et 
orbi,  tliat  Ethiopia,  paying  no  attention  to  the  coming  Geneva 
slavery  Convention, "is  guilty  of  an  act  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations  and  to  the  conscience  of  the  world" •   These  are  the 
very  terms  of  an  article  on  this  subject  published  by  the  "Nineteenth 
Century"  in  January,  1926t   The  British  and  Italian  Chancelleries 
will  be  able  to  retaliate  aigainst  Abyssinia  and  envisage  at  least 


a  mut'--al  economic  understanding  in  the  Abyssinian  highlands, 
without  violating  the  famous  Tripartite  Agreeiuent  of  1906  v/hich 
gTiarantees  the  territorial  integrity  of  the  Abyssinian  State. 


I 


» 


r 


oOo 


i 


^^ 


*  ■>  1  *»  "  » 


I 


•• 


» 


(COPY)  EnolosTire  3 


Extract  from  letter  from 
Miss  F.   D,  Y/hite,  Addis,   3oplumVUi   Ig, 


n 


Have  you  heard  of  the  anti-slavery  organization  whioh 


Dr.  Llartin  has  started  here?  To  date  there  are  about  100  members 
and  they  seem  to  be  making  quite  an  effort  to  rid  the  country  of 

f 

slaves*   Recently  an  article  by  l^,  Rey  appeared  in  the  Manchester 
Guardian,  ouite  strong  against  Abyssinia *s  slavery  and  rather 
startling  to  the  Abyssinians  themselves,  for  they  have  alv/ays 
regarded  Rey  as  their  staunch  champion.   Last  Sunday  the  society 
put  on  a  play  (?)  in  the  Hotel  Grand.   It  v/as  merely  a  dialogue 
to  the  effect  that  all  slave  holders  should  release  their  slaves 
and  that  the  children  of  all  said  slaves  should  be  educated.  A 

V 

aoliool  for  these  ohildren  ie  said  to  exist  where  there  are  iiow 


alDout  tv/enty  chilirent  After  the  show  they  had  an  auotion  sale 
of  al-uminium  pots  and  pans,  some  of  wliioh  sold  for  one  hundred 
dollars  or  more.  H.  H.  v/as  there  and  very  interested.   If  only 
the  Empress  v/ould  v/ake  up  J" 


1 

|j  Extract  from  letter  from 

Miss  F.  D.  White,  Addis  Ababa,  September  12,  1927. 


n It  seems  that  q.uite  a  number  of  Abyssinians  belong  to  the 

anti-slavery  society,  especially  the  younger  ones.  The  first 
essential  of  course  is  to  free  all  their  own  slaves.  I  think  all 
may  eventually  comply  with  the  reaiiirements  but  the  difficult 
thing  is  to  get  rid  of  slavBry  on  the  borders  while  the  ruler  is 
so  handicapped." 


Extract  from 
Reuters  Telegrams  of  September  22,  1927. 


Geneva  -  Wednesday 


The  Slavery  Committe  of  the  League,  dealing  with  the  Abyssinian 

Government  handed  its  report  thereon,  showing  that  in  the  three 

years 
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years  ending  1926,  one  thousand  slaves  had  been  liberated  and 
187  slave  traders  sentenced;  mostly  to  fifteen  yearc  Imprisonment 
while  some  of  the  more  notorious  were  executed. 
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I  of  Jovffnal:  ''East  Africa", 
Place:  London,  England. 
Date:  A^jg^t  11,  1927. 


^:^ 


SLAVES  \mO   ENJOY  SLAVERY. 


llr.  Williajn  Hichens,  formerly  of  the  East  African 
Administrative  Service,  states  in  the  course  of  an  article  in  the 


"Outloolc":- 


"Of  nearly  one  thousand  slaves  v/hose  affairs  passed 
through  the  writer's  hands,  scarcely  a  score  wished  to  "be  made 
free  men.   Of  this  score,  when  their  anxiety  for  liberty  had  been 


probed,  it  was  foimd  that  several  wished  to  flee  the  district 
\  to  avoid  punishment  for  crimes  v/hioh  might  br  brought  to  book 


against  them;  one  had  planned  to  elope  v/ith  his  employer's 
daughter;  another  had  similar  designs  on  a  box  of  cash  and 
Jewelry  belonging  to  his  master.   The  remainder  wanted  technical 
legal  freedom  by  written  khati  ya  kukomboa,  or  declaration  of 
release,  in  order  that  they  might  in  native  eyes  secure  the  aoeial 


;••• 


status  which  would  enable  tthem  to  marry  and  enjoy  the  privileges 
given  to  free  men  by  Islamio  law.   They  intended  almost  without 
exception  to  go  on  working  for  their  former  owners  in  the  same 
way  as  they  had  been  doing  as  slaves. 

"But  the  great  majority  of  slaves  broioght  up  to  be 
komboa'd  regarded  the  freedom  forced  on  them  as  an  injustice.  One 
personable  Swahili  girl,  a  slave  and  daughter  of  a  slave,  Tftio  was 
brought  by  her  owner  to  be  freed  in  order  that  she  couJLd  be  wooed 
as  a  "wife  of  tlie  right  hand"  and  not  as  a  concubine,  by  a  wealthy 
Arab  friend  of  his,  sobbed,  entreated,  threatened,  and  finally 
threw  herself  upon  the  ground  screaming  with  alternate  rage  and 
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vAxen  the  writer  signed  the  Miatl  of  her  liberty. 
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American  Consular  Service 
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AderijArabla.    Ootober  1£,    1927 


^^61  TC  jr^n 


DBPAICTMISNX  OIJ'    BTA-THi 


I 


My  dear  Ilr.   Shaw: 


-,i  Hi  1G27 

fSMAMCm 
nVdJllQ  X9pt3t| 

I  cannot  adec^uately  thank  you  for  your  'thuii^t- 


LJ,.-.i:UIi  Of 
LAl^  LAoiLHN  AHAIKS 


fulness  in  sending  me   Jack  Baum's  article,   linder  your 

2f7V.(n)  V  g^  //7 
letter  of  September  2,   1927/.      It  has  cleared  away  the 

cobwebs.      I  am  satisfied  tljiat  Washington  correspondent 

aborted  the    intent  of  the   slave -freeing  proposal. 


Your  letter  of  August  27, '1927,    enclosing  an 
article   from  the  New  York  "Times"  regarding  alleged  Romis 
propensities  of  the  Abyssinian  Church,    claims  my  individ 

« 

attention.   The  subject  is  of  vital  importamce  and  one 

upon  v/hlch  I  am  not  so  well  informed  as  I  should  like  to  be, 

other  matters  haYAjclaimed  priority. 

Odds  and  ends  have  been  gleaned  regarding  the 
Abyssinian  religious  system,  collected  Press  comment  and  o^ 
found  a  lovely  old  English  translation  (1682)  of  a  "complete 

History 
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0.  Howl and 
Chief 


Shaw,  Es(iuire, 

of  the  Division  of  Near  Eastern  Affairs, 
Department  of  State , 
Washington. 
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Hlstory  of  the  Abesslnes  by  the  Leazbed  Job  Ludolphus" 
Twho  tells,  in  Part  III,  of  "Their  EcolesiaBtlced  Affairs," 
Including  a  reference  to  "The  Decrease  of  the  Romish 


Religion". 


I  am  awaiting  replies,  however,  from  three 


men  of  religion  at  Aldls  Ababa,  to  whom  enquiries  were 
hastened  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  in  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  make  a  report  before  leaving  Aden,  near 
November  5  next,  for  the  United  States* 

Yours  was  the  first  intimation  I  had 
received  of  the  alleged  incognito  Vatican  emissary,  "Abbe" 
Blncardl,  to  Addis  Ababa. 


Mr.  Crane's  minerologists  are  here,  pre- 
paring  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  Scmaa.  They 
(Mr.  Twitchell  and  Mr.  Whiting)  are  serious,  earbest  men 
of  recognized  geological  ability  and  will  be  able,  I  hope, 
to  achieve  their  aim  of  becoming  missionaries  of  good  will. 
They  are  busy  at  present,  re-packing  and  struggling  to 
select  personnel  from  the  nondescript  rabble  daily  besieging 


the  Consulate . 


My  kindest  personal  regards. 

Yours  sine 
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DIDPABTMfiNT  OF    STATii; 


1— lOfto 


ed  f??^<^<g$  between  the  Ethiopian  Government 


British  Legation  at  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia. 


-;  Tpn  -^    ry- 


.)    .  X 


v^ 


r  •• 


The  Honorable 


/ 


c 


The  Secretary  of  State. 


Washington. 


Sir 


I 


S^i  ^'y^Hf    I 


1^ 


I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  ilr.  Parkas  despatch  ITo.  242 


K'i^ 


of  Au^st  8,   1927,    reporting  in  detail  the   friction  caused  bitweoil^  gj 

J    '    ^  5t  { 

the  British  and  Abyssinian  G-overmnents  by  a  statement  alienee,   to     .>  ^ ! 

have  been  made  by  Philip  P.  C,  Zaphiro,    Oriental  Secret aiy  o:'  the>sl     » 
British  Legation  at  Addis  Ababa,    on  the  subject   of  slavery   in  Vj 


Abyssinia  • 


o 

^ 


CO 

'  I 


There   are    enclosed  in  this  comiection  tv/o   extracts  froii  tiie 


/ 


British  press,  which  indicate  that  the  incident  has  recently 


^ 


re 


exhibited  repercussions  of  an  unpleasant  nature,  as  a  result  of 


I 


p^        which,   the  relations  of  the   two   Governments  have   apparently  passed 
througli  a  period  of  more   than  ordinary  delicacy.  ^ 

I  shall  bring  the   enclosed  press  extracts,   as  well  as  Mr« 
Park's  despatch  on  the   subject,    to  the  attention  of  ].Ir«    Southard, 
who  is  expected  to   reach  Aden  tomorrow  en  route  to  his  post  at 
Addis  Ababa,     As  the   incident  is  one  which  touches  directly  upon 
the  relations  of  the  Ethiopian  and  British  Governments,    it  is 
believed  that  Ilr.    Southard  may  wish  to   inform  the  Department  more 
fully  regarding  the  matter,  when  he  assumes  his  duties  as  Ilinister 


Resident 


r\ 


I 


I 


I't.^ 


^.     7»-l 
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Resident  in  the  Ethiopian  capital. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant 


Clayson  V/*  Al(iri(ig:e, 
American  Vice  Consul  in  Charge* 


Original  and  four  copies  to  the  Department. 
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Copy, 


Newspaper:     "The  Times" 
Place :     London. 
Date:     Jan,  16,   1928. 
oOo 

BRITISH  ;7AjaiTIlTG  TO  ABYSSItTIA. 
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ATTElvIPT  TO   GET  RID   OF 
LEGATION   OFFICIAL. 


(From  0\ir  Correspondent) 


Addis  Ababa,    January  12. 


A  dispute  which  has  «risen  \7ith  the  Abyssinian 
Government   in  regard  to  Llr.  Photious  P.  C.  Zaphipo,   C.M.G. , 
Oriental  Secretary  at  the  British  Legation  here,    came   to  a  head 
on  January  6,  when  the  Abyssinian  Government  refused  to  recognize 
Mr.  Zaphiro's  si^ature  on  an  official  letter.     The  British 
Minister  threatened  to  break:  off  relations  if  the  Abyssinian" 
Government  ref j-sed  to  recognize  its  official,   and  in  face  of  this 
threat  the   Government  withdrew  its  ban  on  Mr.   Zaphiro.     There 
for  the  moment  the  matter  rests. 

The  dispute  goes  back  many  months,     llr.  Zaphiro,   a 
Greek  by  birth,   is  a  naturalized  i^ritish  subject.     After  being 
employed  at  the  Legation  here  as  First  Interpreter,   with  the 
title  Abyssinian  Secretary,  he  v/as  appointed  Oriental  Secretary 
in  1921.     Over  a  year  ago  the  Abyssinian  Government  took  objection 
to  a  statement  in  regard  to   slavery  in  this  country  which  Mr. 
Zaphiro  was  alle^-ed  to  have  made.     Mr.  Zaphiro   defied  having  made 
the  statement,  but  the  Government  refused  to  accept  his  denial, 
and  desired   to  have  him  removed  from  the  Legation.     The  Minister 
declined  to   accede  to  the  demand*     The  Government's  objection  to 
Mr.  Zaphiro  on  account  of  his  alleged  statement  about  slaveiy  in 
Abyssinia  is  regarded  only  as  a  pretext,   but  the  real  reason  for 
the   Government's  desire  for  his  removal  is  obscure,   as  formerly 
he  was  very  friendly  with  the  Regent,   ^s  Taffari  Makonnen.     The 
British  Foreign  Office  saw  no  ground  for  getting  rid  of  its 
official.     After  being  sent  to  England  on  leave  last  year,  Mr. 
Zaphiro  was  instructed  by  the  Foreign  Office  to  return  to  his  post 
here . 
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Copy. 


gnolosure  2  ojf 
Peapatoh  ITo>   50 


Newspaper:-  "The  Near  East  an4  India" 
Place:-       loMon. 
Date:-       January  19,   1928. 
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m  ABYSSnilAN  INCIDENT. 


c 


No  other  oourse  oo\ild  te  adopted  by  the  British 
Grovemment,  in  the  face  of  the  Abyssinian' s  Govepment  refusal 
to  recognise  a  Legation  official,  than  to  threaten  a  rupture 
of  relations,  unless  the  ban  was  immediately  withdrawn.   It 
is  unfortunate,  however,  that  such  an  incident  should  hare  arisen, 
ai  it  sug  ests  that  tempers  are  on  edge  in  Addis  Ababa  and  that 
oonse(xuently  there  is  not  much  hope  of  an  amicable  understanding 
in  the  immedaite  future  between  Great  Britain  and  Abyssinia  on 

the  subject  of  the  Lake  Teuia  dam*  The  details  of  the  incident 

in  this  instance  are  of  less  importance  than  the  fact  that  there 
has  been  an  exhibition  of  baA  blood*  Ilr.  Biotius  Zaphiro, 
Oriental  Secretary  at  the  Legation,  is  a  naturalised  British 
subject  of  Greek  origin,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  British 
Legation  in  Addis  Ababa  since  1911*  A  year  ago  the  Abyssinian 
Government  took  exception  to  a  statement  regarding  slavery  in 
Abyssinia,  alle^-ed  to  have  been  made  by  LIr«  Zaphiro,  which  the 
latter  denied  having  made*  Instead  of  accepting  this  denial, 
the  Abyssinian  Government  seems  to  have  maintained  its  point, 
and  its  hostility  to  the  Oriental  Secretary  has  come  to  a  head  in 
the  rejection  of  a  formal  communication  from  the  2egation,  bearing 
llr.  Zaphiro »s  signature.  The  document,  as  a  result  of  the  British 
Minister's  threat,  has  now  been  accepted;  but  the  incident  shows 
an  unfortunate  state  of  affairs,  which  must,  very  obviously,  be 
mended,  in  the  interests  of  both  countries. 
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Transmitting  copy  of  article  which  appeared  in  Wffff  YOTiK 
TI?/BS  on  subject  of  Ethiopian  failure  to  end  slavery.   Comments 
on  the  article. 
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BritUli  "oftltUl**  «xi4  othor  r«por%ft«      I  «i  muAi 


liMlintd  to  tht  l}«Xi«t  tbftt  A  thoroughly  impiirtlal 
and  un'blAfiaod  UiTMtleatlOA  of  all«s»d  oondltloiifi 
on  ttm  frontior*  b«tvo«si  Ethiopia  t^nH  tht  sod^iXi 
VQMaAkt  ASA  noiqra  CoXoigr  noalA  ooaolAorahljr  hrighton 
up  tDo  pOMlmlMi  of  tfao  British  :;on>tilar  «nd  polltio-^ 
aX  offioore  who  hart  ropoirtvd  on  tlio  mibjoot  for  syiny 
yours  without  oonaoiouo  thoni^t  or  foar  of  ouooooe^ 
ful  oontr«diotion*      ConooiYably  tim  of  foot  of  tho 
vnotaoM  and  oolitudo  of  thoir  front ior  aronoi  in* 
filtmtod  vlth  OTOr  oaphnoisod  brooding  on  tboir 
duty  to  Britioh  poXitionX  poXi«7t  ^^*  brousbt  about 
a  atato  of  ^ind  roaponaibXa  for  tbo  prflftMbla  oxa^iora* 
tioa* 

Tho  aubjoot  of  oXaTtryi  or  ahat  torn  torn  a  net 
too  MToro  fMM  Of  patomaX  aorTitiiAt»  in  isthiopia 
IB  diffiouXt  to  e^X  at  for  tha  roason  that  it  dooa 
mot  ataad  out  aXoarXy  ttmk  tbo  awimtfo  and  ordinary 
aooiaX  and  oooaontlo  Xifi  of  tha  oawitry*      I'raotioaX* 
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with  fnatn,  and  in  British  offiniaX  mportn  nhinh 
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Copy  Transmittod  by  Tbe 
Oommea-clal  Offlce  (A-O/O) 

The  Secretary  of  state, 


The  Honorable 


G/J 


Washington. 


Sir: 


I  haye  the  honor  to  report  that  I  haye  heard 


through  local  channels  of  gossip  that  the  British 
GoTemnent  has  just  loaned  the  Ethiopian  Gorern- 
ment  the  stm  of  approximately  fifty  thousand  pounds 
sterling. 

Vy  purpose  in  reporting  this  gossip  pending 
confirmation  is  that  it  may  link  up  with  other  news 
or  reports  coming  to  the  Department  and  thus  become 


of  perhaps  more  tangible  interest. 
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Ethlopla  bas  no  publlo  d#bt,  eitber  external 
or  Internal.   I  haye  heard  that  Britain,  Pranoe 
and  Italy  have  all  on  oocaslon  offered  small  loans 
whloh  the  sthloplans  feared  to  acoept  heoauae  of 
possible  claims  on  Ethiopian  territory  whloh  might 
thus  result.   The  annual  roTenue  of  the  Ithiopian 
GoTemment  in  actual  cash  is  oomparatlTely  small  — 


less  than  five  million  American  dollars 


and  most 
pledged 


as  security  for  loans.   Ifaoh  of  the  goTernmental 
reyenue  is  in  kind  from  proTincial  areas.   This 
produce  oannot  readily  be  turned  into  cash  because 
of  the  absence  of  roads  or  other  economical  means 
of  transportation  to  rail  head.   Hence  it  does  not 
represent  income  of  the  sort  useful  as  security  for 
loan  bonds. 

It  is  generally  known  that  the  Ethiopian  Goyem- 
ment  is  hard  pressed  for  cash  income  to  meet  the 
rapidly  mounting  expenses  of  the  yarions  reforms 
instituted  and  contemplated  by  ring  Tefari  iftikonnen. 


This  particular  matter  is  discussed  in  more  detail 

^niary^Uth, 


in  my  Diplomatic  Despatch  No.  120  oIt'Ji 


1929. 


Should  a  loan  haye  been  made  by  Great  Britain 
it  is  certainly  for  political  reasons  of  more  or 
less  confidential  character.   I  shall  in  a  little 
while  be  able  to  confim  the  gossip  one  way  or  the 

other 
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other  and  will  then  make  suoh  farther  report  as 
may  seem  to  be  desirable. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  sir « 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
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DEPAUliVlEN 


NOV  2 

DIVi3 
NEAR  tAS! 


t     ■  II   i» 


No*   274. 


\ 


The  Honorable 


The  Secretary  of  State, 
WasblD^ton. 


Sir: 


I  hare  the  honor  to  transnilt  herewith,  as  an  inter*^ 


eating  and  significant  Illustration  of  Ethiopian  official 
administration,  copy  of  a  lately  Issued  goTermnental  d^^ 
cree  ezeaptlng  the  people  of  the  coxmtry  from  certain 
taxes  on  account  of  the  plague  of  loeusts  irtilch  has  exist 
ed  at  times  during  the  last  six  months  and  which  has 
greatly  damaged  crops  and  the  pasture  lands  necessary 
for  the  support  of  domestic  animals* 

Such  exemptions  are  said  to  hare  been  rare  in  the 
history  of  Xthlopla  where  the  peasants  or  serfs  haxe 
usually  been  oppressed  by  the  feudal  chieftains  to  the 
limit  of  their  ability  to  pay  taxes.   King  Tafari*s 

progresslTe 


w. 


y.  f  . 
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c 


progresslTo  and  oomparat lyely  humanitarian  inolinatlons 
are  shown  in  this  daorae*   It  will  probably  be  aTaded 
by  the  GrOTemors  of  soma  of  the  mora  raaota  proTineas 
but  it  will  in  the  and  hsTa  a  good  affact  and  establish 
a  raluable  precedent*   Uueh  of  the  taxation  imposed  by 
the  goTemment  outside  of  Iddis  Ababa  and  a  few  others 
of  the  important  trading  centers  is  collected  in  produce 
as  the  people  haye  no  money*   This  explains  the  refer- 
ences, frequently  made  in  despatches  from  this  office, 
to  the  poTcrty  of  the  Ethiopian  OoTemment  in  actual 
cash  resources*   The  absence  of  roads  prerents  the 
transport  of  produce  to  the  export  centers  and  the  re-^ 
suiting  exchange  for  cash.   The  constantly  rising  need 
of  the  goTemmsnt  for  cash  is  hsTlng  a  distinct  effect 
upon  the  hastening  of  plans  for  interior  road  construe- 
tion  to  facilitate  the  marketing  and  exchange  of  coun- 
try produce  for  cash* 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

edie 


IDDISOH  I.  S 


j^  .- 


.-  AA*  I 


^■i^mBi 


ICnoloiay  with  Despatch  No>  £74  of  Ootol)T  gnd.   1920.   from 
jbflLdlibn  B»  .Southtrd.  klnlstor  and  Coxi«ul  General  ai 

J^ddfs  Ataha.  Ethiopia. 


From  BXRHAKXNA  SALAIC,  Year  Y,  No*  S9,   September  26th,   1929. 


HOTICS. 


T 


Our  Creator  is  not  cruel  when  beseeohed.   Therefore 
in  order  that  Qod  may,  by  His  Generosity,  ayert  the  locust 
plagae,  let  tnose  who  lire  near  the  churches  pray  in  the 
churches  and  those  who  lire  far  from  churches  pray  in 
front  of  their  houses* 


Let  all  those  who  are  waiting  for  judgment  before  the 
oourts  return  to  their  homes  and  gather  in  their  harrests 
until  the  First  of  Tahsas  (December  10th,  1929)*   As  it 
is  proper  that  we  should  be  merciful  to  those  who  seek 
mercy,  we  have  exempted  all  those  who  owe  Judicial  fees, 
bets  and  fines  up  to  the  12th  day  of  uaskaram  (September 
2Snd,  1929]*   Therefore  all  the  GoTcmors  should  do  like- 
wise* 

In  order  that  the  poor  may  gather  in  their  harrest 
and  in  order  that  the  regions  derastated  by  locusts  may 
not  be  completely  extezminated,  we  haye  enacted  that 
during  this  present  year  of  1928  (19B9)  only  one  half  of 
the  Judicial  fees  and  bets  shall  be  charged* 

Those  who  are  taxable  in  honey  should  pay  in  honey 
when  it  is  arailable;  otherwise  the  poor  shall  pay  one 
dollar  Instead  of  one  horn*   All  those  taxable  in  weth- 
ers shall  pay  in  wethers  when  they  hare  such;  otherwise 
they  shall  be  held  to  pay  IfffS  instead*   All  those  who  . 
pay  in  their  taxes  by  grinding  flour  shall  grind  only 
half  of  the  regular  quantity  of  grain  ground  and  trans- 
ported, and  transport  the  other  half  whole* 

Further,  beginning  in  1919  (1926-27)  all  those  who 
in  the  lowlands  closed  their  homes  and  migrated,  com- 
pletely abandoning  their  lands,  on  account  of  drought, 
frost,  locusts,  and  need  because  of  the  failure  of  crops, 
may  return  and  cult irate  their  lands  enjoying  exemption 
from  the  taxes  due  in  the  past  and,  moreorer,  two  years 
time  is  granted  them  to  reconstruct  their  homes  and  crops* 

Uaskaram  11th,  1922  (September  21st,  1929)* 
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Department  of  Commerce 


■URCAU  OF  FOIIEI6N  AND  OOMESTK  COMMEHCC 
WASHINGTON 


TMENT  OF  STATE 


uetited 


Ibur  /^' Carr 
•t«  8eor«ta 


A-C/C 


ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  OF  ST/lf£ 


Index  WWaU.  1««».  ^^g^ 


Btata^ 
ilngton^  D»   C« 


JUN  1 3  1929 

Dept.  of  Stat* 


IN    REPLY    REFER   TO      27 


Attention;   A-c/o# 


Dear  Mr«  Carr: 


\ 


In  Report  Mo*  307175  -•  ReTiev  of  Comneroe  and  InduBtries^ 
Yioe  Consul  Janet  L«  Fark^  Addis  Abab^Bthiopia^  inoluded  one  paragraph 
under  the  heading  *Lairs  and  Regulations*.  H«  states  that  a  decree 
imposing  a  tax  on  rehioles  froai  M.T«|15.00  (T7«8«$7,20)  per  aonth  for 
Solid  tire  txnioks  down  to  about  12  cents  per  Month  for  bioyoles^  ap« 
peered  on  March  9,  1929.  He  also  states  that  drirlng  licenses  at 
M«T«|1«00  (n.8«$0«48)  per  month  were  required  frooi  June  28^  19t8« 

Mr.  AW.  Childs^  Acting  Ohief  of  the  AutomotiTS  DiTision^ 
requests  that  you  instruct  Consul  Park  to  subodt  complete  details 
regarding  motor  TChicle  taxation  for  publication  in  the  AutomotiTe 
Foreign  Trade  Manual.  It  is  requested  that  Consul  Park  include 
taxation  on  passenger  oars^  truoks^  trailers^  taxis^  motor  cycles^ 
and  busses • 

Very  truly  yours ^ 

■  (7? 


Pwrry  J, 18 


•oni/Offio«r 


oCs 


P. 
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0  n 
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z^ 


June    I'-,    1929 


^f 


TlMi  IoB»ratoX« 


Aa«vl«aa  Klalst^v  Itaiiwt  ant  OoJunl  0«Mml, 

iL441s  Ababa* 


81vi 


lafavnof  to  tha  RiTXxw  of  couaaici  AMU  in>U8fRiis 


for  If 88,  9vt9«ra4  bjr  Tlaa  Coaaul  Jaaaa  L*  Park,  aaA 


i.* 


ik  o«»7  •t  f^  lottar  (87)  AataC  JtAa  U,  tram  tha  Buraaa  of 
ForalKB  aii&  DoMoatla  Ooanaraa,  whlah  jau  ara  raquaata4 
to  aaoapt  for  yojxr  i^ldaaaa  in  tha  tranaMlaalaa,  aa  aoaa 
aa  praatloabla,  of  a  raport  in  quintupllaata*  oontaiaiJic 
ooaplata  tataila  ragardin^:  aotor  Tohiala  taxation  in 
Sthlopia,  in  form  auitabla  for  publiaatlon  in  tha 
AUrOMOTZn  PORSIOI  TRADI  KJJIVAL   publiahaA  bj  tha  Burtan* 

Tha  raport  ahortlA  oita  nt  tha  top  of  ita  initial 
pa^a  tha  4ata  and  f  lit  n\iBb«r  of  thia  inatruotian  an& 
tha  data  and  raferanoa  numbar  of  tho  Buroan'a  lattar 
giran  abOTO* 

Z  an.  Sir, 

Toiur  obadlant  aarrant, 
vV\q2^  9t'  tha  8aaratar7  of  SUtat 

lnal08ltfa;  Wllbur  J.  carr 

Oopj  af  lattar  (87) 
datad  /una  II,  It8« 
froB  tha  Bnraan  af  Forti^n 
A   Doa«atia  Ooanaroa* 


884*ei^Mator  Yahialaa/l    //C/<^ 

A-o/^ipwtfnrrs.  fa  o» 
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aubnittad  ondar  data  af  April  I,  1989,  thara  ia  anolaaad     r\) 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE 

Aotioa  r«4ue«ted  bercln 


Department  of|Commc|i 


SEP  2  6  1929 

DepL  of  State 

Hon.  Willjur  J.   Carr, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State ^ 
Department   of  State ^ 

.   V/ashington,  D.   C# 


Defir  llr.   Carr: 


J.L 


Attention:   A-C/c 


PleasyS  refer  to  the  follov/lng  letter  addressed  to  you  under  dat^ 
of  June   1^,   1929: 

"In  report  No.  307175  -  Review  of  Commerce  and  Industries^  Vice  | 
Consul  James  L.  Park,  Addis  A'ba'ba,  Ethiopia,  included  one  para-  I 
graph  under  the  heading  "Lav/s  and  Hegula  tlonSt"  He  states  that  I 
a  decree  Imposing  a  tax  on  vehicles  from  MtT«^il5»00  (U.St$7»20)  I 
per  month  for  solid  tire  trucks  do\7n  to  alDout  12  cents  per  month* 
for  l)lcycles,  appeared  on  Uarch  9,  1929.  He  also  states  that 
driving  licenses  at  lI.T.yl^OO  (U,S*$0*4a)  per  month  were  required 
from  June   28,    1928. 

^^Vx.   A.   W.    Chi  Ids,   Acting  Chief   of  the  Automotive   Division,   reruests 
that  you  instruct  Consul  Park  to   suteilt    ccmplete  details  regarding" 
motor-vehicle  taxation  for  pu"blication  in  the  '* Automotive  Foreign 
Trade  Manual."     It   is   requested  that  Consul  Park  include  taxation 
on  passenger   cars,  trucks,   trailers,   taxis,  motor   cycles,,   and  hoMes.* 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  Automotive  Division  has   not  received  the 

information  requested,   and  l\r.    Childs  asks    that  you  again  get   in  touch  witA  » 

Consul  Pnrk,- inquiring  as   to  v^^hether   or  not  he  will  be   al)le   to   submit   com- ^^ 
plete  details   for  puhlioation  in  the  l&nual. 

Very  truly  yours,  • 


CO 

Ro'bert'M*   PhiljLlpa,    J^J 
Liaison  Officer, 
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oo 
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CD 
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en 
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s«p«iA«r  m,  ifti. 


.  lilWr  J.  Cut, 
i«*l«taat  8— rrtary  of  S%at«,  flf 

•f  8 tote. 


9«ar  Mr.  Carrt 

n,«M«  r«f or  to  tko  folloviac  lottor  MArooo^A  to  jo«  mAtr  4«t« 


**!»  r«9ort  lo.  WTlTf  -  Bo^ov  of  C— wii  oat  lalMtrlM,  n 

OmmI  Jmim  U  Puk,  iiiifl  Atete,  BtiA«»U,  UoliiiiA  m% 

tiM  kaai^  •!««■  Wii  ll«KlKtlMWf«     li  otatM  ttol 

liVooiM  •  toz  M  ▼•klBloB  trm  M.9.fU«0»  (0.S«tr.M) 
for  oeUA  tin  trMki  4mm  U  aWd  II  MBto  wm  MAtk 
f«  Mffoloo,  «j>pMr«4  mk  Wnnh  f ,  im.     It  oloo  9U,%m  tlM* 
irivUf  UoWMOO  At  K.T.tl.OO  (V.8.|0.4t)  yor  mbI^  ««ro  ro«miroA 

'iM   tt.    Ittt. 


A.  1.  GkiMo.  Aotiac  Ckltf  of  tko  AatMoUw  fitviolM,  ro^MOto 
ttet  70«  iMtrvot  Oi««a  Puk  to  nftatk  oMglil*  Utailo  rijiirflii^ 
■•t«r-voldoio  toaaUon  for  yoMteatiOA  U  Mm  "MtOHtiv*  WmtUm 

."    It  io  ro««MtoA  tiMt  CoMvl  Buk  lilali  tM»U«i 
earo,  trveka,  trolloro,  toxio,  ailcr  ^fwloo. 


Q^  to  tte  yroooat  tiao  tHo  AatoMti^o  Mvloioa  iMO  aot  roooivoA  tfet 
UfoMfttioB  rotmoitot,  •mt  Mr.  Ckilte  oofes  ttet  /on  H^iM  fit  U  t«Mk  «i% 
OoBoal  Pwfe,  lai«lrii«  oo  to  itotlMr  «  aot  to  vill  to  »Uo  to  oidtoit 
gloto  totallo  for  pAlimtioB  U  tto 


Toijr  trmly  70«ro, 


1.  militia. 
9ttl 
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8p««Ul  iMtvmotiMi  10,  #•  •t  J^«  XtM^  IfM,  «a«lMiac 
••P7  •f  a  Utt«r  (tT)  te««A  JtuM  Uta*  Iftt,  ttmk  tte 
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TT1M  TillTTOf  Iff 


froi  Tiea  Consul 


Iddis  Ibaba, 
SthiopU* 


Dat«  of 


otlon:  iBfaat  tlot,  ItM 


Doto  of  MaUing: 


iMiaaa  !•  Saatkard 
Mlalatar  aad  Oaaaal  Oaaf  ral 
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Tha  oeaparatlTaly  rooaat  toailaalag  and  gravth  of  tha 
Ithlaf  laa  aatoaotlra  trada  braai^t  a  moaaaaiaa  of  prab- 


aatiraly 


%a  \hm  laaal  antaarltiaa*   Ooaoaatra- 


tlaa  of  tha  trada  la  iidla  ibaba^  avlag  ta  tba  laok  af 
raada  la  tha  oooatry,  lialtad  tvafflo  tad  taaatloa  racila- 


tloB  to  tho  Capital •   Tha  aoapa  af  tho  pvaaaa 


it  ravlav  la 
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to  lllostrmte  how  sataiotiTo  taxation  had  to  grow  up,  so 
to  apaak,  with  tho  trade. 


Fran  aooa  aftar  tha  war  until  19 tS  thara  waa  no  taxa- 


tion on  aator  Tohlolaa  and  praetloally  no  traffic  ragula- 
tlona.   Tha  flrat  foxaal  BaTaaant  In  tha  dlraotlon  af 


taxation  waa  tha  publleatlon  on  March  9th,  19B5,  af  tha 
following  brief  and  Inolualra  aohadula  In  connection  with 
Hore  general  traffic  regulatlona: 
Claaa  of  Tahlda 


■ator  oara,  carriages  and  motor  oydaa 

Trucks 

Carriages  or  eabs.  horse  drawn 

Carta  for  aarchaBdlaa,  mule  or  horse 

The  abore  exchange  rate  is  not  constant,  local  trade 
conditions  cauaing  fluctuation.   ?or  unl feral ty  the  rate 
is  here  used  as  the  approxlaate  noraal*   It  la  of  incid- 
ental Imtareat  that  the  aboTo  taxes  applied  to  only  half 
a  dazen  carriagea  owned  by  foreigners  and  rery  few  carta 
of  any  deaorlption.   Aniaal  drawn  rehldes  noTer  flaur- 
ished  in  Xthiopia,  owing  to  the  lack  of  roads  neoeaaltat- 
ing  transport  aainly  by  cararan*   The  ocalng  of  the  motor 
Tohicle  has  practically  allalnatad  the  carriage  and  wagon 
stage  of  coBiunlcatlon  doTolopaant  in  Xthiopla. 
grpansion  of  Regulations. 


On  March  9th,  1928,  just  three  yeara  following  the 
publication  of  the  foregoing  loTles  the  following  aore 
detailed  schedule  of  aonthly  Tehlole  taxation  waa  pat  into 
effect  by  the  jLddis  Ibaba  Monicipal  author it lea: 


*    .»*.  >  iw.  ^N^ik<mmtmm»mi^if^ 
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TVuelDi  with  ••Xld  rubber  tir«s 

Txttoks  with  pnwiMLtlo  tlr#s 

T«zioab« 

PrlTmt«  Bstor  oars 

Mitor  oyolss 
BlejeXts 

Til*  «boT«  t«z*0  w«rw  d«eX«ro4  payabl*  at  th«  and  of 

oaoh  Ithloplon  oaloBdar  aoiith*      AXthi«cb  tbo  Itld«pion 

oaloadar  it  o«afiioliic  to  forolcMrt^  I*ool  adbcroAoo 

tlMrwto  is  uaAor stood  to  Iulto  bo«&  coaoroUy  onforeod. 

This  eoAfdolon  sf  dotoo  oooaoloaod  tho  orgo&lsatloiB  of  a 


•jotOB  mt  ooUootion  by  Iftuilolpal  BooooB^ro,  opplloablo 

to  thO  ObOTO  ooliodiilo* 


Tbo  ooBO  law  of  Itorob  9th,  19t8,  attoaptod  to  oob- 
trol  Tohioloi  and  traffic  in  a  gonoral  way*   It  ro^irad 
an  iadof inito  fozm  of  rogiotration  of  all  aow  Tahiolaa, 


within  oight  days  of  oiroulatioa,  forbado  waduo  aoioo, 


•tipolatod  homo  oarryiaf  oooad  at  loaat  100  aotoroi  and 


•o  iaoidaatal  a  thiac  aa  tho 


•f  atoaao  uaod  to 


drift iat 


iaoladod  a  fiBO  of  atfS.OO  (Il8|t 


for  iBfrlBCHMnt  of  tho  aboTW*   It  proooodiod  ta  farbid 
oirouXatiott  af  oara  an  wbool  riaa,  and  of  aolid  tiro 
txvoks  without  mbbor,  on  pain  of  a  fino  af  MIt80«00 

thly  payaant  ta  Mttioipal  oallootara 


(ualM.OO)* 

proaoribod  within  oight  daya  fallowinc  tho  eloaa  of  tha 
Sthioplan  aonth,  and  doablo  payBtnt  by  doliafaantt*   Tha 
dooroe  finally  proaoribod  aonthly  offioial  inapaotian  af 

aU 


f 

k: 


i 


\ 

5 


) 


•% 


l 


•  4  - 


all  T«liiel*«  Im  thm  iM%%T%Bt   of  i«blit  Mtmtj*      TlUs 
last  proTlslMi  is  r«f«rts4  to  Imlto  boooat  iagpxmetleabX*, 


owliiS  t«  tb«  fubsofaoat  aafaraaaaa  i^avth  la  tlM  auto- 
tlTO  trato,  and  tbo  goaoral  joblle  laAlfforoaoo  to  tho 


■aoanao  Jg^ 
SO  roialatiaa  rocartlac  ^^  taxatioa  of  trailors 
liaa  booB  iaoaod  ap  to  tho  proaoat.   Thla  la  ao  dovht 
dao  to  tho  llBitod  mxttw  of  aaoh  rohloloa  as  yot  in 
aao  in  Itkiopia*   m  tho  aaao  aaanor  aa  othar  zocbI** 


tlaaa  hara  *frowB  up*  with  tho  aatiBotlTo  txaAo  toriaf 
tho  paat  fiTo  yoara,  trailora  roaain  to  bo  doalt  with 


whan  thoir  inoroaaod  aao  bogina  to  oroato  a  now  prohl 
Tho  half  doson  trailora  naad  irrofolarly  at  proaant  hato 
not  fot  olaiaod  offioial  attontion*   Tho  proootaro  to 
dato»  aa  alroadj  aoon,  haa  boon  to  doal  with  oaoh  now 
aituatian  aa  it  ariaoa* 


LJ^ 


17  a  Maioipal  sotioo  datad  ingaat  Mth,  1918,  Ib- 


portatioa  waa  fox^iddan  af  "aatalaaaoa  and  alBilar  Toh- 
ialaa,  whioh  tranapart  a  groat  oBBbor  of  poraaaa*^  with- 
oat  Hmioipal  pozBiaaiaa*   Ihla  aaa  aubaoqnontly  as- 
plainod  to  haro  boon  plaanad  to  protoot  iapartora 
loaa  In  tha  orant  of  a  grant,  by  apoolal  paxBit,  < 
oonooaaion  for  tha  baaa  traffla  of  tho  oil 
ablo  oonooaaionairo  haa  not  yot  boon  aado 


^»  »  .  »  « 


granting  af  tha  aaBooaaiaa  haa  baoft  la* 

dafinitaly 


/.4   '    ■    -.  -  Air 
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A«f  l»it*ly  A«Xaj«d.   This  in  torn  iat«rf«r«s  with  what 
wwuXd  ••«■  t«  h«,  trmt  pr«s«mt  iBAle«tl«iui,  baflmiiac  of 


a  prwilalac  ¥taa  traffic  in  and  naar  Addia  Ahaba* 

Tzvoka,  h/fnmr^Tf   ara  hciiis  uaad  a«  haaaaa.   In 
Jolj,  X9t9»  thraa  antarpriaing  fixaa  bagan  a  boas  aarriea 

« 

batwaan  Mdia  ibaba  and  tha  tawn  of  Iddia  llaa^  abant  40 
■ilaa  waatward  of  tha  Capital*  Thaaa  traok^boaaaa  taoh- 
nioallx  OTnda  tha  law  by  oarryine  pasaan^^ra  withaat 
fixad  faating  aoeoaadatiana*  Looaa  planka  ara  aooatlBas 
alippad  in  for  aaatinc*  Thay  wara  at  fir  it  apon  trocka, 
but  olath  ooToringa  hara  boon  naoastitatad  by  tha  currant 
raina*   Saiwbn  truoka  ara  in  oparatian.  four  of  which  ara 


of  a  wall  known  isoriean  aake.   Faraa  wara  at  firat  HFtS 
(II8#0.96)  for  tha  aatward  trip  ta  Iddia  ll«i  and  lff#l«00 
(TJ8#0«48)  for  tha  ratnrn  trip*   Ccapatition  haa  radncad 


tha  fara  to  HTfO«t5  (U8#0«12)  aaoh  way* 

Tha  tax  an  thaaa  baaaaa  ia  nacaaaarily  tha  aaaa  ml 
10*00  (U8|4*80)  par  Btftth,  applicabla  to  truoka  with  pnaa- 


■atic  tiraa,  ainaa  thay  ara  atill  anly  txvaka  within  tha 


■oaninc  af  tha  abara  aontiaaad  Vatiaa  of  iacaat  t9th»  lOiS 
Thara  io  af  eaaraa  aa  tax  aatabliahad  ta  data  far  baaaaa, 
aa  a«ah« 

m  rahiclaa  wara  rafoirad  by  tha  I^tioa  af  March 
9th»  1925,  to  ba  praaantad  for  registry  and  aaaicHWit  af 
nnabcrc*   Tha  initial  tax  ic  tha  caac  for  aaah  alaaa  af 


ithly 


i- 


•t. 


rahiole  as  tha  aonthly  sBOont  abora  schadnlad*  flm  tiMWt      -^^ 


^     'i 


'f* 


^ 
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) 


s 
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■ontiaj  t«z  la  pftymbla  at  tka  •»&  ot  sMutli  of  ragiatry, 
or  tsraotlon  tharaaf  •   Tlila  aathad  appaara  aq^lTalaat 
to  paying  tazaa  paatblx  im  adTaaaa* 

Liaaaaa  plataa  mat  be  prarKlad  bj  tha  om&ar  of  the 
rablaXa.   Thara  la  ■•  ataadard  alia  of  pXata,  tha  oaly 
atipolatiaB  baing  lagibllity*   Gbaraotara  in  ivhario 
(tha  offiaial  Ithlopian  lani^uiga)  ava  ooapuXaorj;  B 
oharaatara  ara  aptiaaaX* 

firiTiag  Xiaaaaaa  vara  aatabliahad  on  Harah  9th,  X985* 
BasaaaX*  wt  athar  fom  af  raavrranaa,  haa  nat  yat  bean  de- 


Tiaad.   Tha  lioanaa  faaa  ara  lB%t*00  (1X817*66}  for  drlT- 
ing  tr«a]ca»  and  0|ll«OO  (Tl8#8*88)  for  oara*   OriTara  af 
tha  aibaTa  daaaribad  trttok-biuaaa  are  of  owo^b^  aabjeot  to 
tha  tmok  lioanaa  fee.   Motor  oyele  driTing  lloaBaaa  hare 
nat  yet  bean  praaorlbad* 

m  additian  to  tha  initial  driTing  lieenae  fee  a 
■anthly  tax  of  iffll.OO  (UBfO.iB)  vma  aatablitfhad  by  a  nat- 


iea  dated  Jana  iSth,  ItM,  ratraaatlTa  for  tha  praaadlng 

■anth*   Tha  penalty  far  daXlaiiattay  in  paying  thia  tax 
ia  doubling  of  tha  aaaunt  ina*   Btaiatanee  to  oelleetapa 
of  the  Muiioipality  ia  pamiahgble  by  a  fine  af  ftm  HffS.OO 
(xrsM^iO)  ^«  V|80,00  (II8I84.00).   It  aaa  originally  U- 

t 
> 

<  tended  that  all  faaa  and  tazaa  ahaold  be  paid  at  tha  Hm- 

ieipality  oaatral  offiea  aa  they  aoemad*   Thia  vtta  fawid 


,  •  i 


iHpraotioable,  leading  to  oonaidarable  dellBfaanay  and  tha 
eatabliahMnt  of  a  ayat«i  af  ooUeetien  by  anieipai  Mf**.  ^  ? 
aengera.   In  thia  oenneotion  it  ia  alao  noted  that  tail- 


<»  ;, 


^&^ 
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o«^t  w«r«  ord«r«d,  as  from  Hureh  9th,  1988,  to  b«  pr*- 
•«iit*d  for  Bonthly  Inspootlon  In  tho  intorott  of  pnblio 
•afotj*   It  is  undorttoed  that  this  ruling  is  not  Tory 
striotlj  onforood* 

IriiiLlfli*!?"  S^   BSTOMttO> 

intoBotiTo  tsz  oolXootions  sro  not  sppliod  to  sps* 
olf ie  astSy  as  far  axa^^o  to  Muiloipal  road  rapair, 
trafflo  eaatrol  aaintananoo,  ato*   Maeh  meir^   is  spant 
by  tho  Honicipality  on  its  straats  than  ooold  possibly, 
at  tha  praaant  stags  of  laoaX  antSMotiTa  daTaXapaamt,  ba 


raalisad  in  raTamas  af  this  kind*   Xstar  TihioXas  ara 
aatiaatod  in  tha  abaanaa  af  oaa»lata  statist  ias  to  bars 


raaohad  a  total  of  salj  abattt  500*   Sstar  TahioXa  tazaa 
go  into  tha  ganaraX  ItanioipaX  traasury  withaat  ifaoifie 
aXXatBant.   TataX  raTaanaa  frsn  astar  rahioXa  taxation 


oanaat  at  this  timt  ba  satisfaotariXy  aatiaatod.   Sta- 
tistics an  this  subjaat  ara  not  pabXishad* 


v 


mm 


* 


( 
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Fot  for  lAt.bllctition, 

The  desirability  vms  eoasldered  of  fumlililiig  the 
fall  text  of  the  Terloue  re^oletleae  te«ehlnc  upea  set  or 
Tehlole  tezatloB,  hut  the  Idee  waa  abandoAOd  la  the  be* 
lief  that  a  Baaa  of  detail  voald  not  he  vented  In  a  re- 
port, aa  dealred  hy  the  Department,  aaltable  for  pnblioa- 
tlon  In  the  iDTQHOTITS  FORIION  TRADX  lUNUlL  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  DoMeetlo  Comiieroe*   If  the  ooaplete  text 
should  be  thought  Interesting,  it  will  of  course  be  prom- 
ptly  supplied* 

The  foregoing  report  Is  as  oooplete  as  era liable  in- 
formation  warrants^   It  may  Teem  fragmentary,  but  this 
Is  due  to  the  uapraotlced  efforts  of  the  looal  authorities 
to  oope  with  the  new  and  uafamlllar  autoaotlTe  situation, 
hardly  yet  under  eemplete  oontrol* 

ntfereenent  of  the  rarlous  regulations  has  not  yet 
been  properly  orcanlied*   It  Is  understood  that  many  of 
the  Ideas  eabedled  In  the  regalatlens  were  suggested  by 
foreigners,  some  of  whoK  haTe  been  and  are  In  Honlelpal 
M^ley,  In  simple  adTlsery  eapaoltles*   The  most  assidu- 
ous enforoeaent  Is  of  oeurse  eolleetlea  ef  taxes*   It  is 
regarded  leeally  selft^^trldent  that  few  taxes  wsfuld  J^gj^ 
^^\y  be  paid*   Traff lo  regolatleas  are  feebly  emferoed* 


The  city  speed  limit  of  IS  kllemeters  an  hear  Is  gemeralXy 
Iffiered*   The  polloe  sometly  Insist  upon  two  headll^ts 
Instead  of  one  or  none*   They  are  fairly  Tlgllaat  In 
demanding  exhibition  of  drlTlng  lloeases,  beeamse  this 

also 


( 


f 


»• 


I 
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alto  BMOUi  r«TMin«*  OAAIj  •noogli,  llttla  eoaplalnt  has 
baan  natad  ragarding  tha  miaanaa  af  aanthly  tax  aalXao- 
tlona* 

TlM  pandlng  ti^oMm   aaaoaaalaa  ttaraatana  to  baoaaa  a 
hindraaea  to  otharwiaa  naxBal  azpanaion  of  tha  Xthloplan 
autoaotlTa  trada*   It  alao  haa  poaalbilltiaa  of  parmlt- 
tiag  fat«ra  trada  diaarlBlBatian^  racardiag  ahiah  thla 
Lafatlon  haa  haaa  and  oontlnuaa  to  ba  Tigilantlj  on  its 
guard* 

Tha  brlaf  history  of  tha  Ithlopian  antoBotlTO  trada, 
of  tha  irragolar  and  oft an  inoonsistant  af forts  to  affaet 

9 

Ita  oontral,  and  tha  laok  of  affaatual  anforassmit,  ara 
intaraatlng  oosaantarlas  on  tha  afforta  of  a  raoa,  nn- 
aohoolad  in  aadam  aayai  to  adapt  to  aaw  and  at  ill  stranga 
conditions.   It  ia  probably  a  aora  ooapaot  rapatition  of 
similar  affarts  in  othar  oo^intriaa  aarliar  in  tha  prasant 


oantory,  with  tha  additional  diffioultiaa  of  aaeh  mora 
rapid  daTalopnant  and  tha  handioap  of  a  paepla  unacous- 
toBsd  to  ^mr  fom  of  whaalad  oonToyamaa*   On  tha  ahala 
it  ia  oonaidarad  that  tha  loaal  antharitiaa  hara  dona 


fairly  wall* 


— — -oOa— — 


lafaranaa  ta  Prariaua  Bapartax  A  ganaral  rathar  than 
tiaalar  T%t%x^m»%   ia  aada  to  tha  aariaa  af  aight  raparta 
fran  this  aff iaa,  aiaaa  J>uia  1|  If i6»  aa^aring  aatar  Tah«* 
ialasi  hlghaaya  and  ralatad  topiaa* 


Sanraaa  af  Inftsxaatian:  BaAlatiaaa  iaanad  aa  ■aaloipal 
latiaaa  wt  Paa»aaa*   IMnirT  aaaag  raapanaibla  saylafaaa 
of  tha  idtia  ihaha  ■amiaipality*   Oaaaral  diy«at  abaai  it« 


tian  aad  diaavaalana  with  pavaaia  baat  aafsalatad  witli  «ka 

dsTslsfint  af  tha  taxatlan  ayatast  and  with  aany  who  ara ' 
diraatly  aff aatad  by  it* 
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xlii«  spvoiflo  t4unt  on  tvo  •!>••  of  truoks  oarrjiiis 
robandlM  tram.  Addis  Ababa  tor  distribution  in  t!l« 


intsrior« 


of 


<*>*"f 


As  stated  in  this  notios,  ths  uonioipal  pvaotiM 
iMid  b«sn  to  soXlsst  on  out**golac  goods  an  oatroi  or 
oitjwtaXl  known  as  "E&tti  Tax*  at  tha  unifora  rats  of 
7  of  ttaa  Stkioplaa  (Murla  iharasa)  dollars  (nonM^ly 
about  US|S«96)  par  truak,  rafsrdlass  of  sisa.   Estti 
litaraXly  aaans  ^boof*)  and  prior  to  tha  adTant  of 
truaks  in  Wiiopia  aoTaral  yaars  ago  vast  thaorstieal- 
I7  at  Xaast«  appllad  to  goods  than  aarriad  antiralj  by 
Tan  sii1tls»  iaaludiag  aaaals,  horsas»  anlas  and 


doialosxs«   Alsa»  tha  thaoratiaal  nnit  for  tha  purpoaa 


\ 


•f  Estti  aoUaation  was  tha  larcaat,  or  saaal  load* 

Da^ls— at  sL  trtt«fc  Distributlom^ 

About  5  yaara  ago*  aoBBsraial  haulafs  by  truak 
bagsn  in  Tarioos  passabla  dirastions  fr«a  Addis  Ababa 
9m  amlj  snrfuaad  road  af  isfortanaa,  and  hanaa  tha 


routa  Boat  naad  for  tha  aaw  aotar  traffiSi  axtandad 
40  ailaa  dua  vast  to  Addis  Al«a«   Othar  points 


vara  raaahad  by  tha  antarprising  and  Tsntoras 

oftan  OTsr  almost  iapassabla  oaraTan  truoks*   Tha  traf* 

fio  at  bast  was  ralatiTaly  unii^ortant,  but  sueh  as 

it  ms.  attraatad  suffioiant  offiaial  attantlon  to  laad 


to  tha  adaptation  of  ths  Eotti  Tsz  at  ths  roughly 
riTad  at  unifom  loTy  abors  aantionad* 

LiBitad  roadaga  still  prarants  aztanslTa  inor«asa 


in  truok  aoMMroa.   ATailabla  roadagt  hovsrar  has 


inaraaaad 


• 


9 
% 
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inor^AslBg  quAntltl^s  of  tSio  hMTy  trafflo  «»«V^oiuiA 
froBi  jLddlt  Abate  oivor  tho  tronk  oftVATAn  routo  throncli 
StkiopU*s  iapoirtaat  MBaoroial  Motor  to  tho  Suten 
frontlor,  upo  telnc  baolod  ¥7  tmok  oior  tlio  first 
40*«aUo  Up  of  tho  Joumoj.      AA4ot  to  tklo  Is  Xl^tor 
bo«3A#i  of  toodOy  oollatorttlly  with  possongorsi  hy  tho 
Bovlj  orpu&liod  traok-httos  oorrloo  to  Addlo  aX«a,      fiklm 
vat  roportod  la  forthor  dotall  oa  pafoo  4  aad  5  of  Iho 
roq,ulrod  roport  froM  this  off  loo  da  tod  luenot  Slst,  1980, 
aad  ontltlod  »ll»tor  Tohlolo  flUBatloa  In  Ithlopla*** 

?^irtfttl  ^  ^^  i»tioo> 

Tho  Maalolpal  QoTomaoAt  appoaro  to  havo  roallaod 
tho  unfair  natoro  of  a  slnclo  toll  on  truoka  of  Tarlouo 
•lioa«   Tho  now  dlTltlon  of  all  truoko  Into  4-ton  and 
ft»ton  load  oapaoltloa  It  looally  rogardod  an  laportant 
and  onoooraclBc  rollof»  aa  oo^^arod  with  tho  proTloua 
•Inflo  rata  for  all  slioa.   It  is  lookod  upon  at  otI* 
donoo  of  tho  OoTomiMnt^B  apparontly  gonulno  doolro  to 
onooura#8  aotorlaod  frolfht  traffio.   it  would  oooiii 
furthor  to  laply  tho  OoTormMnt*o  oyapathotlo  hut  atlll 
not  Torj  offootl^a  attltote  tovarda  road  oxtonalon, 
whloh  wotta.d  aako  Inoroaaod  truok  haulafo  poaalhlo. 
Ualtod  Applloatlon  of  tho  ^. 

Motor  vahlolo  otatlatloa  art  not  putllahod  and 
ourront  total  roflatratlaaa  oaaaot  ho  aoouratoly  aaoor- 
talnod.   In  tho  abooaoo  of  rollahlo  or  ooaploto  fl- 


guroo,  ponding  tho  ozhauatlTO  and  dotallod  InTOttleo* 


noootaary 


tlTOly 


I 


t 
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tlTsly  e«tl«at»d  that  50  tpu«lc»  •>•  now  In  u»*  In  Addi* 
^       JLbaba.   thit  aT9rae»  nurint  opinion  la  that  probaUj 

SO  (40%)  of  thaao  ara  uaad  mora  or  laaa  ragnlarly  tor 
out-^f-town  work,  inoludlng  paaaanc»3^  9mrwto%m      irro- 
golar  trlpa  ara  of  oooraa  nada,  on  tpaalal  eaeaaiona 
and  in  aiMrganoias  by  praetiaally  a^ary  tmak  in  th« 
aity*   Burlng  tha  haavy  raina  from  Jana  to  saptamtar 
traak  haulaea  is  poaaitla  on  the  surfaoad  road  to  iddia 
AXam*   111  faatoirs  oonaidarad.  It  is  roughly  aaleu* 
la  tad  that  truoks  do  not  yat  oarry.  whata^ar  distanaa 


». 


trada 


tha  intarior* 

Ma^Ma  lff»ata  of  tha  fihanga  ■ 


lbs  adjuatasnt  aada  hy  tha  naw  tax  diffarantiation 
ia  atill  inoovplata,  ainaa  it  still  arbitrarily  ignoraa 
tha  truaka,  alraady  in  Ma%t   of  othar  than  4  and  S  tona 
aapaoity.   Tha  Notioa  is  ganarally  aooaptad  loaally 
howoTtr  as  hainc  adaq:oata  far  praaant  limitad  aaada. 
It  ia  sxpaatad  to  tnaourags  tha  usa  of  lightar  and  hanoa 
graatar  nmbara  of  truoka.   Tha  praTlons  unifom  savan- 
dollar  tax  usually  limited  truak  hsnlafSi  for  aoonooyf 
to  tha  larfsst  aTsilablai  of  whioh  tha  msTlmini  is  5  tens 
aapaaity*   Road  axtanaion  aontamplatad  hy  tha  oarsrumant 
and  proTiously  reported  in  detail  hy  this  off  lea  will, 
it  la  oonfidantly  axpaatad,  diraetly  and  Importantly 
inoraasa  truak  Isports  and  motor  diatrlbution  from  tha 
Capital,  whloh  is  Ithiopia*s  most  Important  trade  eantar. 
Thia  growth  will  daubtlaas  suggeat  in  due  eouraa  mora 


finely  drawn  Kotti  iK  diatinetions  batwaan  truaka  of 


different 


♦ 


4 


-  5  - 


different  sli^s* 


o^««rf«  that 


in  Its  Xitavml  Muse  appllMbl*  only  to  anlMd  trana* 
port,  wtLB  qjulXm  rMidilj  and  la  this  Instanta  apparvntly 


VTamjimntlj  adapted  to  so  tor  haulaca,   "gotti"  will 
so  doubt  Idantlfy  this  tax  lone  aftar  (If  posalbla)  the 
**hoor*  baoooM*  arohale  In  Ethiopian  transport. 
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Tbit  DPtti  Tipc  is  tinterstood  fyoa  thoM  familiar 
with  Ita  oparatlon  to  ba^t  baan  Tary  Irragnlarlj  and 
arbltrarllj  apyllad.   It  la  appllad  to  tha  Important 
rallvaj  azporta  tr€m  Addla  Ababa  to  foralcn  maslData 
TlA  tha  port  of  DJlbeatl.   It  tbua  affaata  all  looal 
■arobanta  who  fraquantly  nunmr  at  tba  Irragolar  mannar 
of  Ita  appllaatlon.   ilia  xtbloplan  aollaotlns  offl- 
olala  ara  atlU  unalrtXlad  In  tfanalatlnc  aarloada  Into 
aaaal  loada.   It  la  alao  frat^antly  raaarkad  that 
aoUaatlon  glToa  uaa  to  axtanalTa,  raadlly  iaaglnad 


abaaaa*   tta  aav  l^tt^  apaalflaatloa  for  traoka  would 
B%nk  tharafaora  not  onlj  to  Aaaraaaa  anah  aboaa  bat  alao 


to  alBpllfy  tha  work  of  tha  oftan  ^annlaaly  bawildarad 
aatlTO  aollaatara* 


Translation  of 
Votlaa  Snaloaad. 


Flla  10.  869.7 


4  Ca:  Ik;«i  C*pifi« 
Received  .Ijut.L 


Bafmanaa  to  fraTi—  ■awoartai  Vina  rbpoi^ti  on  auto* 
UllH  AkklilS^w  v&m  IHfTit,  19M.  ib4«  rapaort  la 
■ora  MTllaalaslx  In  tha  aatoa  of  a  amplaaant  to  tha 
lataat  of  tha  aarlaa,  "Hater  ^hlala  vuaitlen  In  Ethiopia". 

▲usuat  £lat,  19t9. 

aouraaa  o£  nfffmHHf      ^^  Mtlaax  ownara  af  Uaaha} 
traoMrs  walngVUEafSr  ^arloua  hlnda  af  a»^ltj  wark; 

■trahanta  and  othara  fill  liar  with  tha  appllaatlon  af 
Eottl  taxation. 
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flATAli.    AdAi«  A^bft,    MMfcTMl 


9th.  19ZZ 


tya»k». 


Bir«tofer«  tli*  cMat«r  part  of  th*  goots  loaiUif 
tb«  oltir  f«r  tlM  iat«rlor  «m  MorritA  •&  o«m1«  aaA  tta* 

EDtti  «»   (llt*Mlly»    lATlat  Oa  iMitt  MUNIYMI  AAImIs)  » 
HTm*  M  tte  %Mi«  of   thO   OOMl  lOOA.        IMTO  f000atl7t 

oo  tVttOlM  iMTO  tepui  lA  Mttj  isotviooo  to  rofi^  ttw 
ooMlo.  tho  lottl  flu  iM  paii  Mlar  to  tte  wiifMB  •»• 
toat  of  ono«lilflli  of  tko  ootiaotM  otovof*  fvofartlon- 
oto  mantor  of  o«mXo«      Tkot  I09  lll|T«0O  lao  yolA  toy 


ooeb  truok,  rofurdloos  of  si 


Vov 

nooo  obA 


in  Tlov  of  tho 


ion  of  tlM  traok  Inaoi- 


I  in  Tiov  or  tiio  •zpoBOion  or  tno  trao 

with  tho  forpoao  of  Aovoloflaf  troAo. 

lOTloA,  hoctwnlnc  on  mukajnm  loth.  19 


wUl  bo  10Tlo4»  hocinnlnc  on  muHBumm  10th.  19tt  (8o»* 
tOHbor  20th»  19t9] ,  at  tho  rotoo  of  lfl|8«00  for  tram 
of  4  tons  9  and  ]llf4«00  for  traoks  of  8  tons  load  oapa* 
olty. 
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KoTdmber  Ist,  19S9. 
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SUBJECT:    iutoBotlT*  Taxatlo 

I— I»l  ,„ 


FOR  di3Tr:du:i 


y~ 


The  honorable 

THE-SECBEX 

^ 


SIR: 


^    •     • 


.^ 


V 


WASHINGTON.  ^ 

I  baTO  tb«  honor  to  r^t^r   to  recent  reports  from 
this  office  on  the  subject  of  aatomtlTe  taxation  In 
Ethiopia,  of  which  the  most  recent  was  submitted  under 

V 

the  date  of  October  9th/ 1929,  and  under  title  of  "Tax 
Changes  for  Motorized  Trade  of  Iddis  Ababa,  Ethiopia**, 
and  to  forward  herewith  translation  of  an  official  no- 
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tio«  by  th«  Mkinloipallty  of  Addis  Ababa  which  will  under 


oertain  oiroumatanooa  free  from  taxation  rehioles  not 


r 


U8e# 


in 

m 
o 


I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 


Your  o 


IDDISOH  X*  801 
Minister  and  Consul  General 


Inolosure • 


t 


t 


Bnoloiuf  to 


Trmalated 


id  frOB  BIRHAmEIUL  iiLAM*  lAAif  l^a 


aba.  Year  T. 


HOTICl. 


ICHICIPALITT  OT  IDDIS  IBAEUL 


111  ovnars  of  aotor  aars,  traeka»  blojolea»  aotor- 
eyalaa,  oarrlaces  and  othar  Tablelaa  of  tranaport  mat 
notify  tlia  Boraan  of  Motor  Cara  la  arltlnc  ^^o^  %tam 
tbat  tbair  rahlolaa  oaaaa  frcM  aozking  for  braakdo'vn  or 
other  reaaoaa,  atating  the  date  and  reaaona  of  atepplng* 
The  Honielpallty  ahall  thereafter  notify  thaa  whether 
they  ahall  be  free  froa  the  tax  or  not* 

TekOHt  18th»  1922  (October  t8th,  1989)* 
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Prepared  with  the  I 
assistance  of  clerk 


?rom  Vice   Consul 


imarictn  Consulate 
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Political  ana  tcoro.T>.c  .r.torm^^t.on 


J'or  one  hundred  years   or  more,   the  Uaria 
Theresa  (Austrian)   dollar  has   been  used  unofficially  by 
the  Abyss iaians,    to    the  exclusion  of  nearly  all  other  » 

currencies.     The  natiyes   also  of  the  Arabian  Peninsula        ^ 

c 

still  prefer  it.     There   is  something  about  these  silver     g 
coins,   )/rtiich  can.  actually  be  felt  and  seen,    that  to   the 
simple-minded  natives   of  the  .^ied  Sea  region,    is  infinitely 
more  soul-satisfying  than  fluctuating  paper  money  or  the 
abstract,    doubtful  checic. 


All  attempts,   therefore,    to   Introduce   the  French 
paper  franc    into   Abyssinia  met  with  stolid  and  determined 
resistence.     Iharing  the  past  tm)    years,    the  government  of 


I 


French    Somaliland  hanre  sou^t  to  spread  the  use  of  the 
franc  into   Abyssinia  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of 

*  An  illuminating  disciLBsion  of  this  currency  was 
submitted   to   the  Department  by  Consul  Addison  E. 
Southard  on  Ilovember    5,   1917,   under  the   title, 
''Circulation  of  the  Austrian  Llaria  Theresa  Dollar 
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of  Uaria  Theresa  dollars    into   or  via  Djibouti  ,    the   only 
seaport  available    to  Abyssinia.      This    procedure  has  suc- 
ceeded in  causing  the  value   of  the  Maria  Theresa  dollar 
to  soar  to   such  an  extent   that    its   usefulness   as   currency 
diminished  proportionately. ^   There  has   consequently  been 
a  more  extended  use   of    the  ii^rench  franc  in  Abyssinia. 

But  the  Ethiopians  were  not  content  with  this 
state   of   things.      Thejjr   vmnted  their    old  friendly  dollar, 
something  pretty,    durable    and  tangible,    for    their  daily 
negotiations.      To   them   it  is    a  commodity  of  fixed  value, 
independent    of  governments,    politics,    and  the   strange, 
incomprehensible   factors  contributing  to   the  fluctuation 
of  currency. 

Smuggling  inevitably  ensued,    as   the  result   of 
the  appreciation  of  the  dollar.      The   Djibouti    embargo  was 
complete,   and   really  effective    for   a   time,    but   it  did   not 
prevent  smuggling  throu^   other  ports,    such  as   Dire  Dawa 
and   Zeila*      About  a  year  ago,   however,    the  i^rench  franc 
improved  so   much    that  it  overcame   the  Abyssinian  prejudice 
in  favor    of  the   dollar  for   a   time.      The   flow  of   silver 
reversed,    and    in   spite  of  the   efforts   of  the  Abyssinian 
government   to    retain  the  dollars    in  that   country,    the 
silver   found  its  way  to   Aden,    .'«here   it  brought    a  good 
price   in  rupees.      This   discrepancy  in  value    still  persists 
\  to  a  lesser  extent,   the  rate    in  Abyssinia  "being  200  rupees 

''   I  per  100  Llaria  Theresa  dollars,    against  190  rupees  in  i»dai. 
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The  "unsteadiness   of  the   -^^^rench  franc,    however, 
has  again  made   it  unpopular  in  Abyssinia,    where   the   demand 
for    the  now  useful   dollar  is  as   active  as    ever  before*      It 
is  a  matter   of  common  bazaar  discussion  that   the   Abys- 
sinian government  has   contracted  for   the  minting  of  large 
quantities  of  new  Haria  Theresa  dollars.      It  appears    that 
the   i'Yench  prohibition  of   their   importation  throu^ 

Djibouti   has  lost   its   effectiveness.      The  port    of   Zeila 
is  the  route,    since    there  are  no   restrictions,    except  a 
port    tax  of  only  a  few  cents  per   100  dollars.      It   is 
believed  that    important   shipments    to   Abyssinia  of  new 
and   old  dollars  has   been  responsible    for  beinging  their 
market    value   nearer   to  normal. 

It  is   interesting  to  note    that    the  government 
at  Djibouti,    fearing  the   rumored   intention  of  tlie   British 
governnent    at  Zeila\    to    open   that   port  for   the  untrammelled 
use  of  Abyssinia,    abolished  the  restriction  of  trade    in 
Llaria  Theresa   throu^    Djibouti  ,    thus   removing  the   arti- 
ficial deterrent   to   the  natural  flux  of  the  silver  coins. 
As    a  re3U.lt  of  this  change,    a  consignment  of   300^000 
Maria  Theresa  dollars    left  Aden  for    Djibouti   en  route   to 
Abyssinia  on  December    6,    1924. 

Thus    the  -laria  Theresa  dollar  is  again  firmly 
established  as   the  currency  of  Abyssinia.      The  children  of 
Sheba's  Queen  'will  have  acne   other.      It  promises    to   be 
stable,    and   in  proportion  to   its    stability,    business   in 
Abyssinia  is  expected    to  improve. 
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OaU  nwiiUfd;  !!•▼•  aath,  19t9« 


Xlkittpla  )m»  a»  vimI  tmy«      fM  «al%  of  tte  atAlva 


•f  whMit  «kl«b  acrr^s  as  ^HMnr*  is  a  alltvr 


ilMi  Mavla  Diata aa  4allar«      It  ia  4aal%  in  also 


•teadiaa  aai  lota  af  AaUava  »•  lia^t  aad  aalA.  aMatlaa* 


tha  teaia  af  Utriaait  BiXmt  ^mhrn  aai  at  otter  tiaM 


Iha  aapply  aai  mhum  iFa2»a  liiiah  aflaa  vaiiaa  fMM  tha 


». 


iatrlaaia 

i2siiiA  tf  lit  mki 

Tka  laaal  tvaia  4aUar  haa  aUsts  baaA  alataA  lA  M^ 


aata*   Zt  fitat  W«aa  ta  %a  payalar  ia  tlta  Rai 

IT80*   Tl»  laaal  aattvva  «vii«iar  mm  %• 
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%tet  6mM  o  part  of  thm  dMl^Bi  •t  thi  doU«r  and  It  hat 

day*   Tha  isMMvaX  and  aXd  atyla  fpovtaanship  of  tha  dol- 
lar la  BQwairtMit  tiuda»  W%  tha  atyla  af  dla^  tba  data» 
ata«»  haTOy  ^aaauaa  of  aatlTa  auaaaptlbUltlaat  ttanrar 
^aaa  ahaaead*   oa  aaa  alda  la  tba  buat  pf  sptaaa  Maria 

Tharaaa,  hanaa  tha  nana  *liarla  Tharaaa  dollar.*   (Hn  tba 
other  alda  la  tha  Anatrlaa  doubla  aaela.   la  tba  adga 
Of  tha  dollar  la  not  mlUad  la  iiftarw.  BMiiuiar  tha  daalsa 
on  aaah  alda  baoanaa  aoaaldarably  vom  with  uaa*  A 
dollar  le  aat  aaoaytad  at  full  TiOaa*  Am  laac  aa  tba 
arauB  on  tha  jaoaa^a  baad  and  a  brooab  aa  bar  ahaaldar 


ara  autflolantly  dlatlnot  to  aboa  tba  onabar  af  jaaala 
ahlah  thay  ooatala  (aaran  for  tha  aroaa  aad  taa  far  tba 
broooh)  tha  dollar  la  aooaptad  at  full  ralaa*   Wbaa 
tbaaa  two  naiica  beaoaa  worn  —  and  thay  ara  uaaally  tha 


flrat  to  ahow  waar  '—  tba  dollar  lMt%B  lA  raliia.   with 
tha  traaafar  of  Trlaata  fron  inatrlaa  to  Itallaa  aofwr* 


algnty  an  andaaror  waa  aada  to  aabatltata  far  tba  liarla 
Tharaaa  dollar  anetbar  trada  dallar  baariat  tha  afflcr 
baat  of  aTB^olla  Italy  aa  aaa  alia  (wklab  baat  fapradu 
tloa  raaaatblaa  aoaaldarably  that  of  liarla  Tharaaa)  aad 
tha  aarayard  aaat  af  aiaa  an  tha  atbar  alda  la  plaaa  af 


tha  jkuatrlaa  daobla  aagla*   Tba  abaaca  of  daal^ 
loaa  af  alraalatlac  y9i»^  t^t  tba  dallar  ia  thia 
and  tha  aid  and  arl^lnal  daaijA  vas  raatarad  aad  la 


aonalataatly  oaad 


Mfirti 
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y^iyia  TbT— a  ft^l,]^  ^t^dard  EthlopUn  coin* 

Tilt  1IT|»  »■  it  is  d— lgna»«d,  Mm  b«MiM  thi  stftiid- 
•ard  istliittpian  toin*      Tha  ^i^mnur  l!«ftGl«k  hftd  minted  • 
dollar  of  oiBiXar  oilTnr  Ymlu*  vliidh  boro  hia  ofTisar  on 
ono  oido  OBd  ttet  of  %h»  **conauoriBg  tion  of  tho  Tribo 
of  Jttdob**  oa  %lio  othor  oido*      Thooo  oooollod  *lioRolok 
DoUoro**  atrtr  oum^lostod  tho  KT|  oad  ao&o  btto  boon 
Bifttod  for  ooTorol  jrtoro*      lioot  of  tho  orieinol  ouppl7 
boo  0000  out  of  oiroolotion*      All  w»i07  toIuoo  in  Xtb- 
iopio  oro  nov  ojcpgoaood  in  tomo  of  *iaurio  Tborooo  dol« 
loro**  cv  in  tho  oltomotiTO  to«m  of  **thoXoro«||     Thoro 
oaro  in  oivoolotion  o  fow  holf  ond  ^«Mrtor  dolloro  boor- 
iie  tho  off ior  of  MonoXok  wbioh  voro  introdaood  with  tho 
mnololr  dollor*      Tho  sthiopion  Oovormmt  itoolf  ioouoo 
ottboidiory  ooiaotfo  in  two  yoIuoo*      oao  io  o  littlo  oil- 
Tor  ooin  kaoim  Taarioaol/  on  o  pinotro,  o  tlaoon^  or  o 
noholoki  ohioh  in  oiiTor  oontont  is  roOkonod  ot  oixtooa 
to  oao  UT#«      Loool  oapply  tad  donond  oouoo  tho  anabor 
of  BOholoko  (tho  offieial  aiao)  to  tho  dollar  to  Tury* 


♦. 


Tho  othor  aiaor  ooin  io  goaeraxi/  ooUod  o  **boaa**  and  is 
of  ooppor*   It  io  aiatod  in  Addio  ibabo  by  tho  sthiopiaa 
Qofoinaontt   Tho  noaraal  oxohango  YOlao  io  thirty-too  to 
an  KTIt  bat  tho  opovatioa  of  oopply  oad  doBoad,  and  of 
■0007  ohancoroi  oatiooo  thlo  maAvt  to  fory  aoaaUy 
oard*   At  tiaoo  withia  tho  laot  yoar  and  a  half 
ohaaaoro  hero  inoroaood  tho  iralao  of  tho  *booa**  to  ao 
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meh  AS  twittty  to  tht  AoIIar  by  oornorlng  tho  aTallablo 
Mipply*   Today  it  iB  at  the  norrAl  zn   to  Mr$l«00. 
Tmmr  ygon»y  Al»o  Used# 

Ethiopia  hns  no  f;oT>riaaent  bank*  Ttm   Bank  of  Abyo- 


ainla,  a  branch  of  the  National  ?3nnk  of  Egypt  under  Brit* 
l0h  mana^waant ,  has  a  wmopoly  of  banking  tindar  a  oliarter 
(Slran  It  In  1905  by  tha  Kksparor  !'enalek«   It  la  author- 
Isad  by  tho  Ethiopian  Goromnant  to  leaua  papar  nonay 
against  approprlata  ellTar  raaerro  altboosh  thera  la  no 
authorltatlTe  off lelal  ohnok  on  tho  azlstanoa  of  auoh  ra* 
Bomi*      Tha  nalntananoa  of  tha  resorre  dapands  upon  the 
Integrity  of  tha  bank«  whioh  aotually  Is  a  prlTata  or 
ooDBoerclal  or{^anlsatlon«  but  thero  has  narer  baan  any 
aoj^^^stlon  that  trie  bank  falls  to  kaap  an  apv^roprlata  ra* 
sarrs  back  of  its  note  Issues*   T7all  angrarsd  bank  notaa 
are  Icsuad  usually  in  the  dananiaatlona  of  f Ito  hmndrad, 
one  hundred,  f Ifty,  tan,  and  fire  Maria  Theresa  dollara* 
They  are  usually  aoooptad  without  question  by  tha  paopla 
of  AAdls  Ababa  and  of  other  local  tradlnis  eentara,  but 
the  people  of  the  pororlAsaa  daaand  hard  noaey  and  usually 
will  not  aooept  or  handle  the  baak  aotas*   This  Isposas 
Mioh  inoonrenlaaea  and  axpattsa  sft  those  ahe  wish  to 
Mlt  or  aanry  *^MMfiay**  ta  prorlnaial  araas  as  thalr  only 


•  « 


altamatlTs  is  to  daspatah  saaks  of  aatual  dollars  by 
mule  caravan*   There  is  a  aoiisldarabls  traf fla  la  tha 
transportation  of  tha  uavalldy  trade  dallars*   Xaah 
aaighs  praatieally  an  ounaa  and  ana  Mnirad  trada  doUm 


»  . 
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(•%  !•  %•  tlM  pombA)  9mma%B  to  a  Xoad  of  wmm  thui  Bix 
p9UiA»  ttftd  wtleht*  With  tho  «zp«AMS  of  MumnAf 
gamrAf  •%••»  Ma*  nwrolMUit*  olmia  that  ondor  unfarorabX* 
glyouMigtaa^ot  the  ooat  of  gurrTlius  tM,c  form  of  **wm«7^ 
tnw  MUb  AJbmhm  to  lAtorlor  ototlmA  ncy  ffo  as  lii^ib  aa 
I0^%  Inayranoo  la  uaaalXy  aot  olbtolnablo*  oVrloaaXy 
tbaaa  aooftltloat  ooaatitata  an  oAoroaa  tmrdan  and  hind* 
Tattoo  to  trade* 

Tha  Maria  Theroaa  trade  dollar  is  acooptod  la  prao* 
tioo  aa  an  ouaae  in  veiftht.      In  alltar  oontoiit  it  ia 
atatod  to  bo  8&t*5S  fine*      naturally  itc  iixtrlnaio  taluo 
Toiriaa  with  the  prioo  of  allvor*      on  tbi  baala  of  aiXTer 
at  t5  tttfi^lah  poaao  par  oaaoo  the  looaX  trade  dollar  haa 
an  IntrinBle  Ymlne  of  X1*8S  'o  the  pound  atorXia^*      Cal* 
oulatlona  ean  be  made  aaaordlBcily.      Ttya  looal  oicehange 
Taluo,  bowtfTer,  le  gierfanMd  by  aap^lir  and  danand  and  in 
ItSd  when  the  Intriaaio  raltto    f  the  dollar  waa»  aa  abore 


indleat^d^  11*89  to  the  pound  aterXlas*  tte  laoal  nerabant 
wiahinc  to  bay  doUara  fr«i  the  bank  aaa  glTon  only  10«tO 
for  a  poand,      Thia  Tariatioa  botaaoa  latrlnaio  walaa  aad 


•» 


laaal  az^iaaca  Talsa  wabai  looal  trading  dlffioolt  and  la 
a  sraat  haadiaap  to  tha  oooniraiaX  ai^anaion  of  the  eoaa* 
try*   Tha  litt  ia  aatarally  aat  foatad  la  iBtaraational 
aanbaace*   Tha  ana  laaal  baak,  baiac  nritiah,  daaa  ita 
axehanga  boaiaaaa  aa  tba  baaia  of  tha  poand  atorliaf  and 
tba  Mfl  la  aaaally  thavafara  qioatad  at  ao  naay  to  tha 


m^''  *. 
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Sic^ti'li  pouiiA*   Xa  tht  mmlX  anoiint  of  ijaorioan  dollar 
«auibAJig«  handled  oaloulatloiiB  nr«  on  nnd  Tif«  tbt  basis 
of  ^<:nellsh  potinda.   This  prooodiiro  laakaa  Anorloan  dol- 
Inra  •icponai'vo  If  one  bays  and  ohaap  if  one  aolla*  Tho 
mfrme*  looal  Borohant  aooordljiely  icBast  f Igoro  on  oooa* 
alon  an  alloivanoo  of  as  nuoh  as  oao  or  voro  por  oont  by 
•xohaneo  in  addition  to  tho  aotual  ooa%  of  Anarioan  pur- 
ohaaoa*   as  there  la  no  ro^ular  or  roXlablo  Intoreat 
Murlcat  for  tho  oreploynont  of  nonoy  horo  tho  bank  nator- 
ally  Miat  dopond  aainly  upon  ozeliango  tranaaotlona  for 
its  iiroflto*   In  aoz^nal  tinos  tho  ifT^   It  f ifl^iirod  at  10 
to  tho  pound  for  purpoaos  of  rough  oalcmlatlon»  or  at  a 
imluo  of  around  46  Aaorloan  oonta*   HowoTori  vhon  oao 
bu/a  Amor  loan  dollars  %'omy  will  ooat  hia  aadar  m%h  sir- 
•umatanoas  around  49  oants  oaob  and  a;han  ho  sails  thsa 


hs  will  bo  allowod  araond  47  oonts  oaah* 

Infliianoaa  /yTfttt^  I<^*^^  acahanaa  Yalua^ 

Whan  tha  ifr$  la  la  aatira  dssoind  haro  tho  looal 
ohanga  Talua  la  invariably  vraator  than  intrinaio  silTsr 
Talua  in  tanv  of  tha  pound  storllas*   TThon  dsnand  la 


alaok  tha  rararso  aituaxioa  aay  daralop*   isaay  tasrahaata 
daal  dlrootly  with  Triaata  U  thaao  dollars.   Ths  baak 
ijq>orta  its  probabla  ra<!iiiropiaata  but  tha  larfsr  lasal 
asrahaata  and  aartala  Maay  daalora  think  thay  aaa  baat 


•, 


ths  bank  rata  by  Savartlae  diraatly.  Many  af  thSM  da 
ao«  Tkla  firaa  lapartatian  aftaa  rsaalta  la  a  aarplaa 
of  dallara  an4  the  loaal  sotabanet  Tslua  (ipstaraad  by 


^m  m 


t^' 
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mipplf  and  dtnand)  drops  (kooordlxmlj*      ttm  \mak  r»qul7«« 
%.  mipwloT  kind  of  skill  io  protsot  Itsslf  wid  Is  undsy-* 
stood  to  ooY«r  its  daily  dollar  trarubaotioas  ia  storliac, 
and  Tioo  Torsa*   <ftiii;6!ootioiui  hftTo  boon  nado  that  tho  in* 
porta t ion  or  tho  trado  dollars  sboald  bo  ooatrollod  strist- 
ly  by  tho  irthiopian  Ooronnsnt  but  suoh  oontvol  has  horo* 
toforo  found  too  many  obstaolos  to  boooMO  offootiro*  Tho 
rosttlt  is  that  t)ioro  has  boon  imto  or  loss  froo  iaport 
trado  in  dollars  with  rosultiae  moisuftl  looal  oxohaneo 
fluotuatioas  hariae  no  sound  rolatiou  to  tho  iAtriasie 


Ttluo 


Tho  sthiopian  OovorflRsont 


ooatroUod  asportation,  howeror,  and  thoroby  has  nado  dif- 


fieult  a  natural  lorsllina  of  valitos*   obrionaly  vhon 
dollars  roiioh  a  looal  ozohaa^  Talao  woakor  than  tho  iac 
triasio  TiOuo  airport  a  tioas  of  tho  surplus  aupply  as  bul* 
lion  oould  toko  plaoo  and  aooro  or  loos  pronptly  yoadjust 
▼alttos  if  it  woro  not  for  tho  goforaawital  roatriotion  of 
asportation* 


A  SSKL  ^JjAt  3UL 


^9 


Tho  abOTo  situation  has  rooontly,  vlth  tho  aid  of 
ethor  lossor  influoaoos»  broucht  about  a  soar  oriais  ii^ 
finanoial  and  trading  sivalos  ia  JSthiopia*   During  tho 
past  yoar  tho  oxport  trado  of  tho  oouatry  has  boon  do* 
prossod  booauso  of  loasonod  dsaand  froi  abroad  for  ths 
priii€lp».l  'T^hlopian  orports  of  hi4os«  i(kias»  and  ooffoa 
at  yorosoBt  looal  pri«os.   la  addition  a  brid^  ons  d«o* 


troyod  on  tho  Franoo»Kthiopian  Rallsay»  tho  pri—ipnl 
outlot  for  experts  to  tho  soa>  tn  about  throo 


^-vW,_ 


i 
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rvQM  in^Mt  iBt  9ft  th«  pr*««at  yMor*      ssporta  war* 
•OT^lneXj  iMXi  up*      with  ourtaUsmt  of  exports  for  thooo 
two  mOji  roiBont  thivo  no*  oorroopooAliii^  Xoosor  <iiini1 


/ 


^7  looal  oacportors  for  ioUoro  1&  wrohonto  for  powkUi  with 
whioh  to  boy  loool  proiuoo*   Oror  thla  poriod  iaportotloiui 
of  AolXoro  hoYo  oontlanod  ootlTo  ond  o  ooaoldorohlo  ourpXuo 
iMUi  now  pilod  up  IB  tho  oowitry*   Diirlii«  tho  yoar  thoro 
iMUi  oloo  ooourroA  o  Arop  la  tho  iatomotlonol  prloo  of  oil- 
Tor*   Bsoooo  oupplioo  of  AolXoro  in  tho  ooontry^  oowbtnod 
with  a  drop  iB  tho  world  prloo  of  oiXiror»  hoTo  wook»Aod 
tho  MTI  until  today  in  Addio  Aboba  it  lo  «tuotod  at  around 
li  to  tho  pound  atorlinea  with  proopoot  of  turthor  woalc* 
aoso  uBiooo  oono  oorroetlTO  aotion  bo  takon*   obrioualy 
tho  aany  aorohaBao  who  bouc^t  doUaro  at  tho  rata  of  oloron 
and  twalwo  to  tho  pound  atorXlaSy  aa  May  of  thai  roooatly 


did  in  proparatioB  for  the  pvoaont  aoiioon  of  oaatOKplatod 
oxport  attiTity»  aro  in  a  diffioult  position*   Tlio  sthiop- 
ian  OoTonBMnt  itoolf  f  lada  aoot  of  ito  oaah  roroano  in 


Mff  and  aa  it  alao  has  aaay  purohaaoa  abroad  to  bo  paid  on 
ths  basis  of  pouads  starling  aiabsajs  it  finds  oonsidar* 
ably  upaot  oaloulatod  outlay  of  Wt^  at  tho  anro  or  looa 


M>Taal  rsto  of  fr«i  ton  to  alofon  to  tho  pound* 

Buttf  ntm  TniM  tt  irtrrm  gituation^ 


Tbo  xthioplan  Qsfin—iit  has  now  boon  atf^d  to 


paratiTsly  drastio  stopo  in  an  ondoawor  to  lapvaiwo  this 


situation*   AA  «rd(ar  (of  whioh  oopy  is  htroto  at* 


taabod)  has  boon  issasA  prahlbitlnf  for  oao  ywr  all  1»» 


porta  of  Maria  Thoroaa  dollars  aad  poiaittiaf  for  a  poriaA 


V- 


liW  I   !■»■■-' 
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•f  UBt99  mtmihB  %b«  tr9%  •xpoort  of  dollars*      Tiilit  motion 
ghMLlA  la  tini  sMLt^riiOlr  tmprof  %hm  sltuAtlon  ili(l\ou£h 
it  will  worlr  hojdsiapc  on  Tftrioos  looal  bualneaa  r^n  iilios« 
Mdn  InooM  Is  trm^  th«lr  dollAr  liaqportatlwuiy  and  «& 


thorn  «bD  hiT»  had  to  ^nj  fiMr^ien.  forrtna^  at  tha  praaant 
abaonad  rata*      Ttaa  aaDohaaea  altuatiaiit  rrin  aithar  an 
iBtrlaala  or  a  looal  Yalua  TleopolAt^  c&u  liarul^  i-etum 
antlraly  to  naopiaaX  «nih  tha  praannt  daparaaaad  aorld  pri* 
—B  Of  aiXTar«  but  TaXuaU.a  lapraroaeAt  can  ba  acaoti* 
pllabad  ahauXA  tha  rthloplaa  OovaraBM&t  atand  f  Inaly  baok 
af  tha  ordar  harola  aaatiaiiad*      Thara  ar«^  of  oouraa, 
aontrary  Influaaaaa;  aoA*  of  what  night  t>a  aaUad  pollt- 
laal  chayaatar* 

Thara  ara  no  ootiplota  atatlatlaaX  aarrlaaa  In  sth- 
lopia  and  aoat  atatlatlaa  sust  bo  approotlaatad  on  tbo 
baala  af  aitiaataa  b/  tboio  aoat  faBillar  with  tha  tltua- 
tloa  la  alad«      fte  joraaaat  tamdlac  naada  of  tha  eouatry» 
aaoaardlns  to  tha  noett  r<iliabli)  aatlaataa  aralXabla,  tp- 
paar  la  racittlya  adsmCUL/  ariUDd  CS^OOO^CCO  trada  dollara* 
At  pflpaaiAt  t}iara  ai«  llq.ttld»  or  potaatlallr  ao,  la  tha 
a«iati7  ft  total  approaoblns  90^000»000  taXXajra^  with  aa 
addltlanaX  papar  muamj  olraalatloa  of  allghtly  moqra  thaa 
a  MlXXiaa  ]I7$«      Tim  aaada  of  tha  aountry  f<nr  trada  dal* 
lara  hava  aat  rar  thd  past  /oar  baaa  ao  sraat  aa 
baaanaa  of  cMMral  trada  dapraaaloa»  and  vlth  aa  aatla* 
atod  a^ai  labia  «applj  la  axaaaa  of  oomal  aaada  tha  pv*< 
aaai  altuatlaa  la  aot  aurprlaiae* 

iA 
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^  Qfflol»l  Cttrrmoy 

Th*  KthloplAn  guf  rimwnt  hae  at  tlnaa  in  Xhm   past 
OQCuiltered  an  oftloial  oiurraaoy  to  tako  plaoa  of  tha 
praaent  traOa  dollar,  but  no  raally  dafinlta  atapa  taaTa 
bacn  t«kan«   ixouaad,  hovTarar,  by  this  raoont  naar* 
oris  is  tha  Goronmont  la  scld  a(i;ain  to  bo  aarloualy  oon* 
aidorlne  an  off lolal  ourranoy,  parhape  on  a  gold  stand- 
ard baais*   Tharo  ara  nany  diffioultlaa  in  t)ia  aay  of 
auch  aoaoBpllahBontf  both  polltioal  and  aoofionlo,  but 
tha  tandanay  la  haalthfui  and  In  the  general  diraotlon 
of  a  stAttts  ahiah  aaat  aoaa  in  tho  not  distant  futura 
to  taka  aara  of  l^thloplan  dorolopmant  In  Internal  aa 
wall  aa  In  foralgn  trada*   Thora  ara  thoao  aho  ballaTO 
that  tha  Ethiopian  :^ira  with  Ita  eraat  and  obrious 
natural  rlohat  is  ];>arhapa  a  doaan  yaara  bahind  in  poa* 
•ibla  aaoaoBilo  daralppnsnt  boaauae  of  tha  c^naral  slttia- 
tlon  with  whioh  thia  raport  daala. 

Tha  Xthiof  ian  aspira,  boaauaa  af  laok  of  intomal 
oocaiinioation  daTaXo|swnt  and  baoMiao  of  a  atill  par- 
tially faudal  form  of  goTorana&t,  raoaiTaa  mah  af  ita 
offioial  inaoas  in  kind,   Tha  graat  ptaiaat  ba^kbana 
of  tha  aottatry  has  aa  aooay  (and  until  raoaatly  has  haA 
90  m$%^  tharafor)  and  pay?  tazaa  in  protuaa  of  tha  laad* 
Thia  ia  parhaps  tha  laadiat  Inf  luanaa  whioh  haa  ratardad 
a  raaliiatian  of  offlaial  aaad  for  a  natianal  aurraaay 


and  financial  ayatan*   Tha  prinaipal  SMlk  iAMB*  •'  tlM 

Sthi«piam 
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Kthloplmn  (krmrnnmnt   Is  frasi  tim  oustot;e  oollootlons  on 
torei^  Miport  and  ii!iport  treAo   at  Addis  Ababa  and  Dire 
DGoua.   ?}ils  lno(sa»  I0  In  l/(T$  and  tot  air  nomally  pcir*> 
hapB  two  million  of  suoh  dollore  por  annms*   lAioh  of 
this  Inoono  Is  thought  to  cp  abroad  to  pay  for  oiTlolal 
purchaaou  anl  \indor  the   proeant  unfoyorablo  Qzohanea  con- 
dition win  havo  a  purchasing  povar  of  oora  than  SO,'  ba- 
low  nonoal*   Tlio  aotual  msibor  of  dollars  of  this  iaoona 
baa  also  boon  oonsldarably  roduoad  iurlnc  the  ourx*ant 
yoAr  by  daprecaad  trade  conditions  alroady  nsntlonod* 
Il^ftttaftSf  s^  ^i^rt  Xr»dyy 

Actually  the  weak  dollar  would  Imve  favored  the  ax- 
port  trade  bad  there  not  been  other  depraaslnc  condltlens^ 
The  reasons  arc  obyloue.   How^  howeTor^  the  local  seller 
of  produoo  }yiS  roollsed  the  weak  exchange  Talue  of  tha 
dollar  aiid  has  raised  his  aaking  prices  aecordlnely  not- 
wltiistandlnG  pr^ralllnc  lack  of  buying  lntere«|«   Us 
regards  the  forelfpi  buyer  as  a  aore  or  less  inexhaustible 
mine  of  aoney  and»  because  of  Tory  keen  and  often  undlg^ 
nlfled  oonpetitlou  free  forel(9i  buyers  in  recant  yeara» 
has  oQcie  to  beliCTC  that  Ethiopian  produce  is  of  special 
quality  (which  it  is  not)  and  eaa  be  sold  at  his  own  pri* 
ces  if  he  holds  out  loni(  enou£h«   This  has  beocB»  an 


9 
% 


obaaasion  with  the  natlTa  produoer»  and  as  he  usually 
is  neither  literate  nor  in  contact  with  world  Markets  be 
will  doubtleac  tiolA  tanaelously  to  his  pea  it  ion  until 
trade  oooditiona  beecae  ecoslderably  worae*   He  liw%a 


tesaipre  fashion  frcn  the  produce 


•mm 
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land  and  enn  If  A««««Mury  do  without  actual  nonay  for  a 
loos  whlla*  Tharefaray  aroa  ataaald  the  dollar  ImproTa 
thara  ara  othar  Influanaaa  vHleh  may  ratard  a  ratum  to 
A*2SMl  or  tha  Ithioplan  aziwrt  trada  and,  aonaaquantXyt 
of  laport  trada*   sthlopio  aan  only  huy  aa  It  calls* 


^%^ 


9 
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Tha  Isport  trada  aanaot,  of  oooraa,  fX  vurish  whaa 
tha  loaal  Ivportara  hoTa  only  dapreaiatad  loaal  dollars 
to  pay  for  what  thay  huy  abroad^  and  whan  ooaaunars  hava 
&o  dollara  baaauaa  of  ahsaaaa  of  danand  for  produoa* 
Tha  iaportara  hara,  naturally,  ralaad  thair  loaal  priaaa 
in  tarms  of  dollart  hut  that  4oaaa*t  halp  aoah  as  la 
thalr  first  raaatlon  of  rasaatoMnt  tha  purohaalag  pttblla 
will  aurtall  Ita  axpandituraa.   That  la  now  happanlag* 
Durlag  tha  parlod  of  transition  tha  oonauiiar  will  hold 
off  huyiag«  and  ths  Ipportar  will  do  llttla  la^artiae 
until  ha  has  aranad  up  his  praaant  loaaaa  on  ths  loaal 
dallar  axahan^*   That  aasuaas,  of  aouraa*  that  thara 
will  ha  aa  liadlsta  strancthaaiag  of  tha  doXlnr*  Tha 

is»  as  always,  tha  ultinata  loaar*   Tha  laaal 
rohant  laTariably  raiaaa  dallar  priaaa  whaa  azahanea 
waak  and  uaually  forsata  to  Is«ar  than  «haa  tha 
dallar  atrangthaaa  a«ala«   Aa  a  raault  tha  oast  af  XIt- 
lag  la  Addia  Ahaba  durlac  tha  laat  thsraa  mr  four  yaara 
haa  praotiaally  daahlad  and  aoatiauaa  on  tha  upaatd 
crada.   Thara  la  aat  aafflaiaat  haallhy  ■SMpstitiaa  la 
Ethiopia  la  ths  ii^art  trada  to  r«Mdy  thia  aitaatian. 


'mmr^am'mmmmi^^i^^m^ ' 
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Ifany  lnfIii«no««  Kt%  3r«spon8il>l«  In  this  eonn««tloB,  Imt 
vhlsli  nx%  not  p«rtinont  to  tho  soopo  of  this  psrtlsular 
rsport  snA  whloh  will  be  41souits4Kl  la  Istsr  oontrlbutlons 


AswrlesB  purobnass  fron  Ethiopia  oon^  1st  nalaly  of 


AlxM  sAd  eoffs««   S348M  hiass,  iTory  and  Xasaar  prodaote 
•rs  boucsht  fron  this  starkat*   Tha  total,  hovarar,  Is 
qulta  MMdl  and  a  aaspXata  aaaaatlon  of  axports  fran  "^m 
to  tha  Unltad  stataa  would  praawoably  haTs  no  notloaabla 
affaat  on  any  Anariaaa  Industrial  or  oosnarolal  aatlrity, 
with  ona  poaalbla  ascaaptlon*   Tha  axoaptloa  has  to  do 
with  that  branah  of  ths  fur  trada  whlsh  uses  ooaiparatlTa- 
ly  larga  nabara  of  Afrlaaa  laopard  skins  fron  hora.  lioi^ 
arar,  tha  laopard  flkias  ara  still  hara  and  aan  ba  had  If 
badly  aaoui^  raqulrad  to  aaat  loaal  prlaas*   mtriaaa 


laamtfaaturad  jnroduats  ara  badnnlng  to  find  a  raady 
kat  hare;  partloularly  autoaotlTW  soq^orts*   Total  Eth- 
iopian purchaaaa  of  our  produats  ara  yet  alaoat  Inflnlt- 
aalaal  whan  aos^>arad  with  our  total  asq^rt  trada,  and  tha 
praaant  laport  trada  daprasislon  will  aaaardlncay  ba  llttla 
fait  by  iinarlaaa  naflafatturara  and  axpartera*   But  tha  fu- 
tvra  dMBind  In  this  aocutry  holds  aaah  proAlaa  for  iuwrl- 
aan  trada,  partlaolarly  In  autaaotlTs  Unas*   Tha  pra* 


aaat  dapraaAlon  naad  aat,  howrar,  affaat  futora  datalap* 
»ant  of  our  trada  If  Asarlaan  autoaotlTS  aaaufaaturara 
do  not  praaa  thalr  laaal  a^smts  too  ■aah  and  tltts  drlTS 


thaa  to  tha  aaqulrlac  af  :^:ttropaaa  agonalaa*   le«&«iM 


MMM 


i^r^ 
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wuMt  b«  estftbllsh^d  and  h«ld  bow  for  futor*  d«T«Xoi>M»iit 
of  tr«d«,  althoiifth  %h«y  any  et  prevent  Mil  Imt  little* 
On  tbe  wbele  the  iveeent  detnreesed  ts«de  situation  in 
Ethiopia  io  of  idjior  direet  interest  to  Anoriean  buaineaa, 
tout  any  Imve  a  omULI  toIuq  in  the  nay  of  our  fioneral  oa* 
tiaatloa  of  intomational  trade  and  finanee* 
Oonoliialoii* 

Stldlopia  ie  anaia  paaalne  throu^rh  Imsiaoaa  depresaion 
eauaed  nalmly  by  an  wietable  flnaneial  system*  There  are 
Indloatlasa  that  the  Ethiopian  Ooremnent  is  at  last  about 
to  roallso  that  until  there  is  flnaneial  rofom  there  will 
aslat  at  boat  a  yrooarious  foundation  upon  iitel^  to  build 


ftttwre  oooMOMie  and  ooRSMroial  derrlopient  of  the  oountry* 
The  eacporting  and  l^xnrtlA^  busiaoaa  of  sthlopia  is  not 
yet  larva  enough  to  hsTo  any  real  Influenoo  on  intomation- 
al  trade  aetiTity  as  a  .hole,  but  as  ths  riOhoot  roiwlalng 
undorelopod  part  of  Afrloa  the  Ethiopian  aartcot  poaseasos 
a  potential  greataoas*   It  ia  boHorod  that  the  preaont 
orlaia  will  hate  wholea<aM  effeet  ia  stiaMlatlne  an  effort 


to  put  the  ltepire*a  eeonoBio  and  eonnorelal  house  ia  order 
with  eorrospoading  opportuaitioo  for  the  sound  oxpaaaion 
of  iasriean  and  other  foreiga  trade  im  a  field  of  ippoat 
potential  -^  bat  aa  yet  uadevalopod  —  produali^  and  eon* 
QiBBlwg  power* 
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(N<rr«mbttr  ITth,   1929). 


KOTICS. 


Btglanlng  on  '^tdftr  0th  (KeT«nb«r  I7th)  the  exporta- 
tion or  4»llar«  has  boan  authorlsaA*   All  thosa  who  do«> 
•Iro  to  iocport  dollars  in  any  quantity  aay  do  so  by  not- 
ifylac  ths  c«iston  Jlouso.   This  authorisation  is  for  throe 
acmths*   All  thoso  psrsoss  who  haro  boon  ttuthorisod  to 
sxport  dollars  aast  airport  ths  ontiro  anouat  authorisod 
within  thoso  throe  aonths*   In  sasa  this  aathorisod^ 
traount  is  not  oxportod  during  thoso  ttaroo  soathtf  so  ax- 
portatittQ  ahall  bo  allowod  onoo  thoso  throo  neaths  hara 
axpiroci* 

sooondly.  bosinaiiM^  on  liodar  8th  (noTscibar  17th)  un* 
til  ono  yoar  iho  uport  of  dollar  a  into  Kthlopia  ia 
atriotly  forbidtaa*   AB7  porson  aaufht  imortla^  dollars 
shall  hara  his  iaportod  dollars  ooaf  issatad  aad  ahall  ba 
puAithablo  in  addition  by  othor  poaoltioa,  aooording  to 
tha  ra(;iilatioRs* 
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Supplementing  Eeporx  on  **Money  and  Exchange 


m. 


fioiatles*  in  Ethiopia^" 


■  'III 


OKFiDmmiL. 


have  the  honor  to  refer  to  a  report  completed  in 

28th, 


1/ 


this  office  on  November  2dth,  1929,  entitled  **Money  and 
Exchange  Difficulties  in  Ethiopia.  •  G/^  t^  ^-/^Ic 

On  Page  three  thereof,  at  about  the  middle  of  J^he 
page,  is  made  the  statement  that  the  Ethiopian  Oovern- 
ment  itself  issues  subsidiairy  coinage  in  two  values. 
This  statement  should  perhaps  be  supplemented  by  explan- 


ation  that  such  is  done  by  the  Ethiopian  Government  in   _, 

CD 

violation  of  the  charter  which  was  issued  in  1905  giving  ^ 


to  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia  a  monopoly  of  banking  in  the 
Empire.   Section  3  of  Article  II  of  the  charter  pro- 
vides practically  that  all  minting  of  coins  shall  be 
done  by  or  through  the  beoik,  and  with  assignment  to  the 
bank  of  any  resulting  profit.   This  and  other  provis- 
ions of  the  bank*s  charter  are  from  time  to  time  viol- 
ated by  the  Ethiopian  Government  but  to  date  no  really 

sustained 
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sustained  protest  has  been  made  by  or  for  the  bank.  The 
failure  of  the  bank  to  stand  aggresslYely  and  finally  for 
the  rights  given  in  its  charter  is  ascribed  to  motives  of 
policy  and  to  a  desire  to  save  its  force  against  the  time 
when  expected  greater  and  more  important  infringements 
shall  have  arisen. 

A  copy  of  the  charter  granted  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia 
by  the  Emperor  Menelek  in  1905  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  unwisdom  of  the  charter  granting  to  the  Beink  of 
Abyssinia  a  monopoly  of  banking  in  Ethiopia  was  long  ago 
realized.   That  realization  has,  however,  appeared  more 
acute  recently  as  there  becomes  clearer  the  need  for 
greater  credit  and  exchange  elasticity  and  freedom  of 
competition  on  the  road  of  the  rich  economic  and  commer- 
cial future  in  which  Ethiopia  is  now  just  beginning.   It 
is  not  apparent  how  the  Ethiopian  Government  will  be  able 
to  cancel  this  monopolistic  charter  but  larger  business 
development  here  will  be  most  seriously  handicapped  un- 
less some  way  can  be  found  to  cancel  or  nullify  the  mon- 
opoly to  at  least  some  extent.   The  bank  is  actually 
under  Egyptian  Consular  protection  (having  been  organized 
in  Egypt)  but  indirectly  the  British  Legation  here  is  also 
interested  because  of  the  British  capital  and  management 
concerned. 

A  certain  amount  of  private  banking  is  done  in  Eth- 
iopia but  caution  must  be  exercised  by  those  concerned 
because  of  possible  penalties  which  might  be  imposed  by 
the  Ethiopian  Government.   Hence  the  competition  is  too 
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Irregular  and  ineffective  to  weaken  to  any  practical  ex- 
tent what  the  local  business  connsunlty  considers  the  ex- 
horbltant  exchange  charges  and  general  strangulation  of 


legitimate  business  credit  expansion  practiced  by  the 
Bank  of  Abyssinia* 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


edlent  serv^^. 


ADDISON  1.  SOUn 
Minister  and  Consul  General* 


Enclosure* 


Lot    /^-  ^ 


^^Le^/a,  c/l^- «) 


* 


r\ 


\> 


s> 


O^ 


,V^ 


\> 


.t 


V  ^ 


•^ « 


sT 


.:^ 


r^ 


i 


i 


Tr 


f '  .^  * '  i 


-M^  - 


Ji. 


^•f 


^S^i'J 


■V-    iK 


i 

i 

i 

t 

< 


Enolosure  to  Dee pat oh  No«  130  of  November  30th,  1929,  from 
Addison  E,  Sou t Card.  MlnlsTe'r  and  Consul  General. 

at  Addis  Ahaha,  ]g7hlopla< 


His  Majesty  the  Emperor  Menellk,  on  the  one  part, 
and  the  National  Bank  of  Egypt,  on  the  other  part,  have 
agreed  to  the  following: 

.  Artlole  I. 

The  National  Bank  of  Egypt  Is  authorized  to  consti- 
tute and  establish  In  Abyssinia  a  Banking  Company  to  be 
called  the  %ank  of  Abyssinia**  and  the  statutes  will  be 
fixed  by  the  National  Bank  of  Egypt. 

The  Company  shall  have  a  capital  of  B.st.  500,000, 
of  which  at  least  B.st.  100,000  shall  be  subscribed  and 
paid  up  when  the  Company  Is  constituted. 

This  capital  may  be  Increased  as  the  necessity  a- 
rlses  for  doing  so*   The  shares  of  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia 
shall  be  offered  for  public  subscription  In  London,  Paris, 
New-Tork,  Berlin,  Borne,  Vienna,  Cairo  and  Addis  Abeba, 
with  the  permission  of  the  respective  Governments  con- 
cerned. 

The  Head  Office  of  this  Bank  will  be  at  Addis  Abeba 
but  the  Bank  may  establish  both  in  Abyssinia  and  abroad 
such  agencies  as  It  may  consider  advisable  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  Bajik* 


j  The  duration  of  the  Company  shall  be  for  50  years 

I  from  the  day  on  which  it  is  founded. 

Article  11. 

The  following  eight  privileges  are  granted  exclus- 
ively to  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia,  beginning  on  the  day  on 
which  it  is  constituted  and  lasting  during  the  50  years 
of  its  duration: 

1*  The  fiaperor  will  not  allow  any  other  Bank 
to  be  established  in  his  Kingdom. 

2.  The  Beuik  of  Abyssinia  will  have  the  sole 
right  to  issue  Bank  Notes*   The  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  Abyssinia  shall  be  legal  tender  in  Abyssinia 
and  will  be  exchanged  for  the  bearer  in  gold  or 
silver  at  the  Head  Office  of  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia. 

**  S.  The  Government  will  not  mint  any  coin* 

All  mlntlngs  will  be  done  in  consultation  with  the 
Government  by  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia  who  shall  have 
the  profit  resulting  therefrom. 

4. 
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4.  All  the  Croyernment  public  funds  shall  be 
deposited  with  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia,  and  Grovernment 
payments  shall  be  made  by  cheques  drawn  on  the  Bank. 

5.  Preference  shall  be  given  to  the  Bank  of 
Abyssinia  for  all  issues  of  Grovermnent  loans. 

6.  The  Bank  of  Abyssinia  is  given  permission 
to  build  warehouses  wherein  merchants  may  deposit 
their  goods  against  loans  from  the  Bank. 

7.  The  GOTernment  of  Abyssinia  will  give  a  free 
grant  to  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia  of  all  the  land  nec- 
essary for  the  establishment  of  the  Head  Office,  its 
agencies  and  warehouses. 

6.  The  Bank  of  Abyssinia  shall  have  transport 
for  its  specie  by  rail  in  Abyssinia  at  GoTeroment 
rates. 

Article  III. 

After  expenses  have  beeil  paid,  ten  per  cent  of  the 
profit  placed  to  the  reserve ,  and  a  seven  per  cent  dlv- — 
Idend  paid  to  the  shareholders,  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia 
shall  pay  twenty  per  cent  of  the  remainder  to  the  Sm- 
peror  of  Abyssinia. 

Article  17. 

In  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  Abyssinia  not  being  pro- 
perly constituted  before  the  first  of  Jxily  1906,  the  pre- 
sent concession  shall  be  null  and  void. 

This  concession  has  been  written  in  duplicate,  one 
copy  of  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Abyssinian  Govern- 
ment and  the  other  in  the  hands  ofthe  National  Bank  of 
Egypt* 

Written  at  Addis  Abeba,  March  10th  1905. 

(SEAL  Of  THE  EMPEROR). 

Certified  that  the  above  is  a  true  translation  of 
the  Charter  to  establish  a  State  Bank  of  Abyssinia     "- 
granted  by  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  Menelek  to  the  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Egypt. 


I  Addis  Ababa,  11th  March  1905. 


•. 


(Sgd.)  ALFRED  ILG. 

(Sgd.)  JOHN  LANE  HARRINGTON. 
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TimiGH  c^'Kcgsf3iQN  fOR  gntiopiAW  acoNamc  i^ivyx)i^grr, 


Minis t#r  It  consul  CrSOfsml* 


Addis  Abatn,  Hthispis,     Dsts  sf  Prspsrstioos  rspt*  21,  loea. 

DsU  Sf  Uslliagt  S«pt,  £2 1   lOSO, 


Thsor«tissU/«  th«  «ssi  Uiportsat  stsp  of  rtssnt 
/ssrs  tovmrds  tbs  sooaonis  dsvolop—nt  of  r:%hiopis  wss 
taksa  with  tlis  sitfttay  oa  April  59d»  19aa»  of  a  irory 
swooping  ooaoossion  to  Fronsli  imtorosts.      I'motiosllyy 
tbo  rosults  as/  aot  bo  so  iafortsnt.      About  tho  only 
optimistio  Tiovs  bslA  Issstly  as  to  sooosss  aro  thsso 
of  tho  aotual  holdovo  of  tho  ooaoos«ioa« 

oonso— iom  itst  ]ttii2AUtiS&* 

Althottch  tho  soasaosii  was  sisntd  asarl/  six 
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asnths  a«is  it  has  not  jot  booa  pablishod,      Tho  sonr 


liiMte  attatlMd  «m  •>tii— A 
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In  or^mr  to  prtsor?*  %tm  Mil  fteoiurmsy  of  thi  %«x%  ttat 
ooiiMsalon  as  timjiMitt«4  havwlth  la  Xaft  la  tha  l^nah 
la  wtkioh  1%  ««a  orlctaall/  vrittam*      i»  Mqr  ba  natad  la 
Artlala  I  tbavaaf  thla  aoaaaaaloa  piurporta  to  raarguiiaa 
a  faaaar  aatarpriaa  vhiah  naTar  aaaa  Into  vaally  aati^a 
or  praotiaal  oparatloa* 


Tba  ooaaaaaloA  aarrlaa  azaaptloaally  favorabla  tama 
for  thoaa  IntaraaWd  la  ita  opai«tlon«      saa  aoofldantlal 
aaatlon  of  thla  raport  for  dlaauaalon  of  thoaa  partloularly 
Intaraatod*      la  Artlala    IT  thara  la  xvoridad  that 
praetioailj  no  taaoaa  ara  to  ha  paid;  that  fraa  ouatooia 
fnallltlaa  will  ba  prorldad  for  all  aonatraotloa  and 
aquljiaaat  aatarlali  and  that  tha  aowpany  will  hava  a 
oholoa  of  Tarloua  aonaaaaloaa  wlthla  tha  oountry*      Thli) 
lattar  prorlalon  will  ha  partlaularly  Important  In  opara- 
tloa  and  ahfluld  glwa  tha  aoapaay  oppartoalty  to  aoq^ilra 
tha  moat  pronlalad  ooaaaaaloaa  for  alnarali  forastr/t  or 
agrlaoltural  daralapMaat* 


Artlala  T  prorld**  for  tht  aoastnatiMi  of  warahovaaa 


at  rallhaad*      Althoaeh  ao  aafflaiiatly  apMlfld  atattMat 
la  aada  la  tha  aoa— aali  intwat  Itaalf  tfaar«  axiata 


hara  tha  baliof    that  aU  iMal  Imports  wlU  ha  iaflmiatd, 


by  aoaa  aaana  or  athirt  to  «m  tha  warahii— ■  ant 
fhalUtlM  of  tht  *'9Ml4t4  imtioaala  d«lthl«pu  pmt  It 

DtfiralappMMAt  dd  L^AcrlMlturt  tt  da  OdMatrtt***      Thd 


GoranBiat  will  girt  iMd  frat  for  tht  iaitlal 
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Arti«l»  YI  InAlMtes  tkui  rMdJLy  ermnd  and  •onpr«liMi»- 
iw  •ztMit  Qt  ttm  piop«MkL  optimiloas  of  %tm  ayadlomt** 
Ntthiae  apparoAtlsr  lias  b#«a  •vvrlooted  in  llatliis  tho 

/ 

•attrprlaos  to  vliioh  fttt«tttloa  will  bo  glvon*   This 
ostonolTO  list  of  objooto  Is  oufflelont  olonot  in  tho 
opinion  of  loonl  buniaoso  luon  not  finnnoinlly  intorontod* 
to  stunt  tho  doTolosntnt  of  tho  ontox^lno*   Tlio  unter* 
taking  would  not  only  booono  unwioldy  undor  looal  oondi* 
tionn  but  would  oono  into  oonfliot  with  otbor  noro  aodost 
ontorprinoo  whioht  with  tho  oupport  of  tboir  roopootlTt 
national  l.«flationat  would  prosuaably  aoro  than  hold  thair 


own 
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For  an  ontorpriao  of  auoh  aaenitiido  on  papor  tha 
oapital  of  ona  to  thrao  aillion  thalara  nantionad  in 
Ariiala  XII  la  oonaidav^d  in  loaal  buainaa«  oiralaa  aoia- 
paxatiwaly  a  bagatalla*   Tha  thalar  ia  at  praaant  worth 
approsiaataly  US^0«45  or^   a^m  bat  tar  for  purpoaaa  of 
rough  aalaulatiant  tan  to  tha  pound  atarling*   Sxparianoa 
af  foraign  buaiaaaa  antarfviaa  in  sldki^yla  iurine  raaant 
yaara  iadiaataa  that  <ittlta  aubatantial  aapital  vnat  ba 


preridad  for  auooaaaful  oparatiMu   Thara  ia  Miah 


pionaaring  to  ba  dona  in  any  dafolajaant  and  th«ra  ara 
athar  diffiaaltiaa  paauliarly  oaatly  to  tha  aoaaavm 
opaxmtiag  an  iaportant  aaala*   Artialaa  xzi  and  XZII 
both  iadlaata  tha  yJUm  and  diatributiaa  af  ahai<ag  om  a 
baaia  wkiah  auggaata  praotiaal  partnarahip  by  tha  sthiopiaa 
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ArU«I«  T?X  is  partUiiUnx  i&t»x'««tiBe  la  Vm%  It 
pvoTltes  toot  A  gormxmmmt  guarvatM  of  0)(  iat^vtst  on 


tii«  •iiWvpri09«      am  oonfldMitiAl  smUob  of  roport 


Tbo  logal  otatiui  of  tho  oospuqr  !•  doflnoA  la 
A.rtioIo  TX«      This  aloo  io  aoot  iatorostlne*      Tho 
ooaooosloB  Is  praotioally  a  partoorahip  bataaon  a  fra&oh 
ooopaajr  and  tha  I'thiopiaa  cortonnant*      It  voitld  natural- 
ly ba  aiiuwad  that  with  tha  Fvaaah  partialpation  tbara 
would  ba  inauxaaoa  of  tha  protaation  affordad  by  tha 
?raxiao»Ethloplan  agraasaatt  lowaa  baat  aa  tha  Klobakovaxi 
Traatgr*  of  jaaiary  IOth»  190e»  of  vhiah  Artiala  YII  la 
partiaularly  aisaiflaaat  la  thla  aeaaaatioa*      Laaal 


VJ*. 


opiaioa  9m99  la  Artiala  IX  of  tba  aoaaaaaloa  harala 


dlaauaaad  a  praatlaal  ataaiosMat  of  tha  lagal  rl^lita 
aoafarvad  bgr  tha  KloWakaaaki  Traaty.   In  pxaatlaa  thaxa 
wmy  not  ba  aaah  raaaltf  bat  tha  polat  la  raaordadas  oat 
of  partlaalar  lataraat  paaAlae  Aaralapntata* 

oaayatioaa  to  Data > 


Ta  data  thara  tmm  baaa  aa  aarioaa  oparatloaa  uadar 
tha  toaaaaalaa*   Appavaatly  ttm  fivat  atap  propaaad  la 


tha  rahabiutatlaa  of  a  fanar  attMpt  %a  aataUlah 


zthlaplaa  bMk«   nubataaaa  la  fXwm  to  thla  aaajaa^aia 
by  tha  raaaat  arrlial  of  a  Digaatai  af  tha  cla*  oaaarala 


d«  Ethiopia  fTCB  Fariat  with  acaa  lurapaaa  aaalataata 


TliU  pany  la  aald  ta  hata  aaliatat.  uadar  tlMlr 


tha  utasaat  aad  aappart  af  tha  follaala^  taiaiia  a  laaal 


Ethloplaa  Baiict  Baaaa  Aaaayaa  a  Oa«i  icUam»  Ztalyi 
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d«v«l09Himta  *f  liit«F«st«      *Ttm  out  Mtalillshid  Itgil 

prlM  ii1il«lx  op«2m%#«  VBtAmt  a  aliart«r  eiHring  it  a  praotioal 
uoaopoly  of  tAakliig  la  tho  oouatry.      it  aXao  baa  tht  aola 
g^fwt^  uador  Its  oliwrtor  or  oonoosaloai  of  Isauific  iiotoa 
07  papar  aoaay*      Tliara  la  oplnioa  that  tiiia  saosopoly 
olalBOd  by  tha  Dank  of  /vbTifiinla  dooo  not  inoluda  tha 
funotiona  of  an  a^ioultural  bank  to  whioh  it  la  oald 
tha  opajratlona  of  tha  naw  oonpiny  will  ba  oonflnud* 
Howarar  that  stay  ba  thara  aypaara  to  ba  poaalbllity  of 


frlatlon  batiraan  T^rltUh  or  T^ansh  intiraata  im  Ethiopia 
ahottld  banking  aotlYlty  undar  tha  aaw  ooaaaaslon  takt 
oartaln  dlraotlona.      Tha  lanadlata  futora  will  likaly 
proTlda  nara  natarlal  for  oonarata  dlaouaaion. 


sa  far  aa  oan  ba  aa«a  at  praaant  thia  nav  oonaaaaion 
la  la  Ita  praaaat  atatua  of  llttio  aoro  than  aoadtnla 
Intaraat  to  .\narlaan  bwlaaaa  UBlaaa»  ae  zoay  ba  poaalbla» 
It  oparataa  in  tha  dlr#a%lan  of  ««iapQl)r«      That  a  xoonopoly 


will  ba  pajEBittad  to  da?iiXop  la«  hovawr*  thought  unllkaljr 
aa  nrltlah  and  ItaXlaA  intiraata  wlU  ba  on  tha  alart  to 
guard  a^alnat  ay  auoh  priTUaca  aoavulAc  to  Tranoh 

Intaraata  uadar  thla  annaasilan        Tha  aonaaaalaa  doaiBj^n^ 

itaalf  la  a  Mat  imt#raatlnc  qm  la  tha  aaaaplas  aharaatar 


of  tha  prlTllacaa  whlah  it  purparta  to  aa«f«y»  and  la  that 
it  appaara  ti  aatabllah  a  iwifftUl  partaarahlp 
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tlil«  pr«Mnt  bri«f  report  oan  pr«««iit  lltti*  aom  than 
hypothjttioal  dlscusalMi*      It  aaA  vhtn  tlui  syndlOAt* 
uodcr^akM  aotnaX  oywmtlogM  uadMr  Its  ooaMMlon  timf 
will  b«  an  opp«rtimilgrt  vlth  tlit  piraa^nt  raport  as  a 
baala«  to  aubalt  diaouaaien  of  nora  prmotloaX  and  taa^lbla 
▼alua  to  Ajaariaaa  boslaaaa*      Thia  pToUainaxy  raport  ia» 
howarcrt  thoufiht  adrlaabla  in  tha  Intoraat  of  kaeplog  tha 
Dapartiaaat  Infovnad  aa  to  tha  trond  of  afftiira  In  Ethiopia 
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ftfe>n'(;?T01?  ^  WtWT^ 


Th«  oopjr  of  ttw  ocmooffslcm  tenwlth  troimnitWd  !• 
froe  a  photocni^liio  oopy  of  tli«  orlglzml  obWilziod  froa 
a  prlTftt«  0ouro«  whioh  ynrobably  imlA  a  subatAntlal  ewn 
for  it*      Copies  »oulA  har*  b«in  avuilablo  dnrllert  for 
a  9ozyiidoj»ti(mi  Ivut  as  this  offioa  has  no  funds  for 
tiis  utrpoao  op  or';\i]iit&-  ^tsA  to  bs  vaitsd  to  obtain 
oopiea  through  j^thohaI  fin4  prlvato  oonnootiona. 


4> 


hsro  is  louoh  XooaJL  b«Ilsf  that  thia  oonoeoaion 


roproscanta  in  affsot  a  oort^roial  partjMra^iip  botwoon 
tha  Tranah  intaraatzi  and  i>ha  Prinoa  "vacant  of  Kthiopia* 
TIis  lattar  is  atatad  to  tiava  many  priTata  ooisr  aroial 
iataraats  and  to  ba  arranciiit;  for  thair  axtansion* 
Thsrs  is  alao  nsaoral  to  ba  a  aooondary  intsraat  on  tha 
rransh  aids  rapraaantad  by  tha  Tranoo^Ethiopian  nailvay 
lliia  Is  tlrn  ona  and  only  railnay  in  r:thiopia  and  runs 


in  frOG  tlia  port  of  Djibouti  to  Addis  A.baba  over  o  Xin4 
fiTS  hundrad  oiloa  loii^*       Diould  tha  railwcLy  be 
intarasted  it  nay  ba  CLasuBisd  that  tha  nav  trading 
oaaipaay  vill  hara  apaoiiO.  freight  xmtaa*       nhould 
aarious  trading  operations  be  uadertakan  with  spee iel 
tree  taint  fren  tha  railway;  with  a  poaaible  eonopoly 
of  oustons  wareliouses  at  Addia  \bal«|  vlth  no  taxes  to 
payt  with  tarious  other  aiitor  pariyile®as^  and  last,  hu' 
not  leaaty  vith  a  finaneial  intaraat  (inaluding  the  t^ 
interest  euaranteed)   in  ita  profits  oa  the  pert  of  the 
Sthiopiaa  ooTanin«it{  it  mtqr  readily  be  seen  that  at 


least  a  praetiaal  aonopoly  of  all  Ethiopian  trading 
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Aie^it  \m  ••t4iu.x«h«a* 


i*    '■■■»<  ■  «*■»»»— »^»W»M^»«i<  ■  f^  n 


copy  of  ooiiMttfllon  ftttaohad* 
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ooify* 


Pro%o«ol«« 


•  . 
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•f forts  pour  ooop4rMr  mi  d^Yslepp^aant  4auiiaiBiq>M  ot  & 
lA  prunpii^U  ds  I*ietlilopi»9  soit  par  non  autioii  dlrsot 

autiiorlAatlon  du  a<Mi¥«nMBMat   :thlopl«xit  aalon  !•• 
olroooatatKisa ,  ou  ssuXtt  ou  ou  aolioitant  lo  oonoours 
du  Ck»uvoru«uo  ;v  '.  tl;io^l.-m  t  ou  ^o*  toua  autrss  :^yoQS 

:)•  kou  06  td  I<4  CouV9rii«j;aaa1;   -ithlo^ltA  assure  la 
ao»pajrJ.«  c^D^ralo  u*::tl4opl(i  dt  WuW  wa  bltnvoillaiiot 
•t  lul  prcr«at  dt'.  I'uidar  daaa  n^iu  •I'forta* 

4cono^a»  !•  Cgu-vomauii^t  KUdopiafi.  dbaot  aon  accord 

I  ■ 

&la  GOBpacnia  d^stulopla  pour  la  oiaa  S^aiitfeutlaii  da  la 
Condon tloa  ixtrtiouli^rt  ^ui  uult: 

jurtlols  X. 

La  ccu\or&ai«aLt  "thioyl^a  t  d^cid^  da  i4or«^nlaar 
aTto  la  cc2u>ours  da  growg^b  tthioplaxui  tt  aTaa  la 
ocACjurt  dt  groupts  4traA€*'*  irapx^^aaaWa  par  la 
0€Hpa<i7ila  o4xdnl»  d*  Ethiopia  dont  la  ai^ca  joella 
aat  k  l^rtai,  i  i;oulav«jrd  daa  c^puoixiaai  l*aixolaniia 
l^ovl^t^  dita  "f^ailtl  Jthloplaiuia  >our  la  d^Talop;*«DMint 
da  l^Aj^iaultAiro  et  da  (^niaroa"* 

irtiala  ll. 

L^imoiaiaia  vociixi  aara  alaa  «n  llqaidatlan  par 
laa  ^oinft  du  Oottvam—nt  Sthiapian*      Auaua  Aa  9mm 
droits  at  o^ll^tiasa  aa  aara  traaaBia  4  la  r*oaiitl 

qui 
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qui  Im  rvniplAM,  ai  o«  n*«at  ooux  pr^rus  par  Xa 
aoitiraiitlaa*      xa  soal4l4  xMaTalLa  i^ranA  Xa  nut&i 

^3«ai4y  :iatlo9aia  l*.i.aiopia  pour  la 
AavaloppafBiaat  do  !•  *jKnatt\t«cpa  <»t  *i 


#•♦ 


Ar\lala  III* 
Li  soai^tl  tta^ienaia  4<ii;ttaiopia  ^ui*  la  d/iralappanant 
4a  l*A^iaultttra  at  da  Oomax^oa  aoi;  :^laoaa  aovm  Xa  nataX 


patroaaiEa  da  na  iiajaat^  itdpirULla«  1*  iiapiratrioa  <::aouditou 
at  4a  rxA  a  taeca  ittptfrlaXa  Xo  luiio  toaiarl^  itIzmm  nltfant* 

boc  but  a;;4:«utivi.  ^Wii\.  Oa  v^^vaiXlar  uu  divaloppaaaat 
4«a  raaaouroaa  ooonii<»Jl4u<«fe  du  X*Ktkioi,>ia«  IX  oat  Irtatita^y 
aoua  iA  k^»i4anai»  a^aoooaur  Ji<d     on  xXta^aa  Xxip^rlaXa  Xa 
Prlaaa  i-^svatt  un  uonsalX  supirlaur  ooiapoa^  la  oxnq  aanbraa 
dialsnia  per  "xm  \Xtaaaa  x^piriola* 

La  oonaelX  suv^riaur  9%  z-t^unlra  ciau^  lOis  ^ar  an  afin 


4a  pr%uiiT%  dontAaXMi»atkaa  4aa  i^^orta  5<{ai4rattx  itablia  par 
Xa  Diraatlaii  «ia  Xa  tic^i^W  aoiwamuit  Xaa  (^^avXMiM 
parnicmXi^ranant  In^xvaMuitea  -jsa  poifiit  uv  Tue^  da  i*aJt^utX«a 
du  nro^rama  d*aatXTlt^  4w  JUi  ..ooiat^»  U*wat  4  41ra  du 
pro^rte  4aa  aoAdltlutic  ^ooiii^aX%u*o  • 

La  CoAaalX  5!iipdriaax'  ^«A&J.ira  ol  tf«»aMattra  au  OouTama* 
■aat  Tap^laXa  Xaa  propoaitlaiM  <iui  Xul  aastblaraat  Itva  laa 
aonaXualona  Oaa  ^tu44Mi  auxvoalXaa  iX  aa  aara  XXfri* 

La  4Uiiatlaa  oaa  affalraa  lat^iauraa  4a  Xa  soolitl  aat 
plao4a  aoua  X'aatlrlt^  at  Xa  raa;>onaal'lXit4  a«al\iaii!«  4a 
CoaaalX  d*i4iilalatratlam  (TOir  ATtXoXa  X7III*)* 

ArUaXa  it*  ^ 

X«  *  La  aoaaaaalaA  aiur  XaQuaXXa  aa  trowa  aa%MX 


XUnalanna  '^^oalitl  3thia>pl4iaia  naur  Xa  A^rmlrnn^mmt  44  X* 


( 


—-'' 


•. 


AiUl«ultwr«  %%  dtt  C0Mn»v<M**9  te  imm  qua  !••  tnrrmias 


Bthiopis* 

prand  X*angac^iaaiit  da  tta  parcMiTOlr  axiaun  Izapdt  dlreat^  nl 
oljargaa  ou  radovauoaa  riaaslaa  oa  qualqua  natura  qua  oa 
aoit,  lil  drclt  d'aara^latMHant  pandant  la  dur4a  du  praaant 
ooatxttt,  cl  06  n*aat  !«»  radaYaxiaaa  itorTaaIajaqa.t  ao^uJA^aa 
4  Xa  nmiolpfait^*       I'aiuUmt  una  pirloda  d*  ornft&lMitioii 
fix£a  k  cln^  toia  k  datar  da  la  Mlaa  an  Yletur  da  la 
prlsrmto  coiiventI.^»  la  rr&n^alaa  douaniiira  aaxm  aooord^ 
4  lit  sool^W  ?our  tout  la  Hi\4xial  di  laa  fourxiitaraa  da 
tout  gaara  nioaaftaljrac  \  aoa  Ita'^XiaaaaatAt  at  4  saa 
InatallaUaiia*  tiyr4a  v4xiri<Mitl(m  dft'la  daatiaatlon  da  oa 

t4rial  at  da  oaa  rouml^:arMi«      ?aaa4  la  dilai  la  olaq  ana 
la   :o«iTarflDaaiit  aooordara  la  fraaohlaa  dooanlftro  sur  touti 
dananda  ep^aiala  n\  ootlWo  falto  pur  la   :oaiit^. 

9«  -  La  OouTamaiaaat  Itthlaplaaa  poaa  an  prinaipa  qu*apr4a 
laa  itu&afi  i>)chnlq.uas  .v^CQ;iAali'O0  11  u^t^ordora  k  la  coai4t4 
liaticzuU.*  d*  :tivLoplid  aulTunt  laa  oojiditioBa  d*maa;9i  un  nosbra 
aurriaHxii  ^)k^  ocnaaaaioaa  d*ordr«  di^rc  c^ui  aaromt  aholala* 
at  linit^oa  par  la    ouranMnaiit  !Sthioplan  ?arcti  oallaa  qui 


aaro.1t  dar^aiidiaa  par  la  5^ocl4t4f  paznattaat  ainai  k  la 
Sooid(t4  d^attalMr*  laa  Ituta  pour  laaquala  alia  a  4tl 

Axtlola  T« 
TA  dooUttf  Natiowila  d«|thlopla  aaauM  l*obli||»ti«i 
4t  oonati-ttira  k  pro«lalt4  da  la  ffktm  d*\ddia  /iblte  4aa 
aatirai>dta  an  aatiriaux  durablta  ripondaat  aux  tiiniia  da 
plaaa  at  qui  aaraat  mla  k  la  diapoaitias  4aa  aairlMS  iaa 
Douaasa  pour  y  proa^dar  k  la  Tirlflaatlan  Aaa 


^jtf' 


( 


•. 


iQportl««  •%  9M90Tti—  •%  k  iM  pttrMption  !••  droits  i» 

doiMUM* 

dM  aAMhAttdlMs  dans  Ms  «itv«pOts  r«Tl«ansnt  I  Im  fM>oi4t4« 

911I  iHA  fbat  Iflk  dauaatot  daa  oartlflsata  tranajPlrablaa  at 
aleoalablaa  aoaatltuaat  la  tltara  da  propriitS  da  la 
xaarahandiaa  •      cas  oartlfloata  paxsitttToat  au  portaur  4* 
obtaair  aupria  da  la  r.oal4tl  alnai  <i\im  da  tout  ItabllaaantQt 
da  or4dit  et  &•  tout  pfitaur  qui  Imm  oonaaatirait,  daa 
anoiaaa  aur  laa  aarobandlaas  <iu*lXa  raprlaantaat*      caa 
ontrap6ta  soroat  rallia  au  ohanla  da  fv  par  r  !•  farria* 
Laa  antrapdta  qxtl  aost  aotoaXXanant  nloasaalaraa  aux 
baaolna  du  coBnaraa  aaront  eoBatruits  par  la  .?oal4tl  »m 


la  tarraia  da  la  oouaaa* 

I^a  oouiFamtaant  aattra  gratuitawant  4  oat  atfat  It  la 
diapoaition  da  la    oai4t4  uns  auparflala  da  tarraia 
paraattaat  la  ooaatruatlom  d*ua  ou  dMz  bttinanta  our  una 
aaparfloia  da  00  (qiiatra<»Tl»c^)  afttraa  at  in  ploa  laa 
d^utfiianta  nioaaaairM  (qusit  tolsa  Mnrlaa  at  routsa}* 

A  l*axpiratiaa  du  ooatvat  IM  an  laa  bitiagi ta  aaa- 
▼ia4a  darisadrait  la  pfopriltl  du  oaii'fitaimaat  Zthi^pian* 

:ora<i\ia  la  9ool4tl  Jvcaia  a^atnain  la  oonatrvatloa 
da  noixTtaux  bitiiaaatat  slXt  abalaiia  at  aabataia  laa 
tarraiaa  voiaias  doat  alia  aupa  baaoia*      Klla  laa  paiara 
aur  la  baas  Aa  prix  ooyaaa  pajri  par  laa  sa  jata  Ithiopiaaa 
our  Isa  tarraiaa  aTiiaiaaat  laa  tarraiaa  da  la  innsaa 
laa  dix  aaa  qui  oat  pr4aM  la  aifaatwra  da  oa  saatrati 
La  oottTsraauaat  proaldara  4  la  dfloaada  da  soaiiti  am 


axproporiatiaaa  qui  asraisnt  xilaasisitaa  at  lai  ranattm 


t 


». 


t^rzmiwi  alasi  q:ii»  Xm  ?oi«»  tmn4%m  •%  Mutt*  priirl^s 


ooB»%fttit«  4i  aitoi  pur  la  so«l4%4  ithiopiMini  Mfwut 

tout  MVA  fiiolt  pur  dtta  •apmrta  dlslcnls  l^uii  par  la 
aouTtratoiiit  Sthiopliat  L*autrt  par  la  aooiltl*      _/^ 

liaa  aattfrlaitt  alaMaaiXM  aiut  ooaatniatiotta  at  Tolaa 


f«v4aa  at  autraa  traftux  dont  U  aat  VMStioii  dana  oat 
Arti^la  V  aixial  lua  la  taatlrlal  gamiattt  laa  antrap8ta 
Jouiront  da  la  frannhlaa  donaniira  pa&dait  touta  la  ^bxr4% 
dtt  aotttrat* 

jjk  ooaliti  piand  d  aa  aliaxe*  1m  Adpaaaa  da 
ooaatruotioa  daa  raaaavdMaata  4  la  Yoia  fiv4a»  aa 
raapattaat  la  oatttrat  i4ja  imad  4  la  oonpaipUa    u 


Chflii  da  t9it  fyaaao^^HUafiaii* 

ATtlala  YX« 

La  Sooi4t4  Httionala  d*Xtl9d«pli  a  poor  objat  toutoa 
oplfatlaaa  da  oradlt  da  aaxm^tliva  aaHMriial»  a^laola  tt 
foiioioar»  totttaa  fMyBltsr^St  ton^aa  Mutvafrlaaa 
lAduatrlallMt  aoHBtvaialia,  aiprlaalaat  trarauz  publiaa 

m 

•X  da  Mtlaanta  poixvaat  taaflarw  au  divalappcamt  da  1* 
aatlTltl  lao«a«i^na  da  l^li^iva* 

U  soalltl  vafait  dM  diptta  4  ir«a  at  4  taaM  (lul 


,\ 


bAUfl^mt  d«ua  iatiitt  flal  par  la  Diraataur, 


XA  caailtl  a  la  dialt  d*«xparti9  at  d«lapav%«r  tan 


dariaast  ■annolot  at  altaws  9«4aiMDL«  aaaf  la  aaa  d^latti^ 

dlatian  glalrala  do  la  part  da  o^iKmnmmmt. 
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Lin  biMM  tai»HXi«jrs  doowis  ^n  giurtati*  4»  Orldit»» 
M  pmimat  ttvt  ai  o4Al»t  ai  iriftAttK  par  la  prqpriitairt, 
nJl  •oaflKHiIji  pii  pria  par  lit  Qotmraisaittt  p«uduit  toute 
la  plrloA*  uu«  o*s  iTmiiiiUlat  ficttrtroat  oonaft  £;ara]itl«  Au 
«r4dlt  oonaaAtlt  aana  ava  la  cooiiti  colt  raa^bouraia 

iat^l^  •t  fyaia*      ai^^as  A^aaqprapriaUcn,  poor  aaitaa 


d*aUXltl  pabll^ia^t  Pi^  ^  oa«nr«raiaaat,  aa  imnl^t  datia 
am  porlalaUIi  ravt^oiaraaar  iatlcraX«B«it  4  la  5!oal4%l  Xaa 
ama^aa  Ikitaa  par  iSl#  an  jvlaolpal^  ia^4r#1a  at  fraia* 

La  i^iraatlaBLt  4  I*aata  d*cnxYartort  ^  arldlt,  pourra 
«*«-ig—r  \jk  raniaa  oar  X^aKini&tavr  daa  actaa  daa  A.dniiiiatratloiB 

eouTaTnanasitaXaa  q^  xvowriBt  la  dralt  da  prfiprliy  da  1* 
aovpruAtaar  am*  laa  blaaa  imnobllilMi  iooa^  par  lul  an 

aaraatia  daa  aradl.%a  aoaaaatila* 

Laa  2»]rpatblq«aa  prlsaa  aar  Its  iaaauiblaa  el^nla  aa 
TiUa  i^arMit  laaori^aa  au  Baram  te  oaiaatM  da  la 
Ltaaiaipalitl  at  aaHaa*  pviaaa  rar  Xaa  IwawAlaa  z«raax« 
aaroat  pcar^laa»  par  laa  aalaa  da  la  saaiitl*  A  la 

daa  QauTasMum  4aa  porariaaaa  a4  aaat  altola 
laa  iaoauUIaa  hypot2ilq)naa»  aat  avla  taaaat  Hsu  d* 
laaailptiaa  d'hypathKM  H«r  laa 


\ 


Ba  aaa  da  dktmX  da  pi  fait  4  l^lHiiMHi,  aolt  ia 

priaaifal 


='^ 


i 
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prliMlpalt  soit  4m  intivttSt  Xa  wmmm  la]»3r4«  porter*  ua 
Intlrtt  ■uppl4wn%aiy>  4t  1/^  $(  par  aoiSt  P<Mur  Imp  six 
pr«Bl«rs  aoiSf  •%  d»  X/^  l(  Pi'  fliois»  pour  !••  aolt  MiiVKA%«* 

lA  4l%«itl«i  du  fli«»t  Mit  aoblXittry  soit  Jjeaobilisr 
p«r  la  f9o«i4%lf  la  ^araatla  an  taut  aaa  aoatra  laa 
rwandlaatlflns  <K>iiaurraataa  da  toua  aatraa  parttaora  qui 
auralant  nlgllnl  da  praadra  laa  mikmm  prlaautlaaa  <iu*alla» 


qua  laa  pr#ta  da  oas  autraa  prttaura  aoiant  ant4rlaura  ou 
poatlrlaura  k  oauz  da  la  saoliti* 

la  5QQii%4  a  la  faoult^t  pour  d^faut  da  palaaant  4 
l*4ol)iaiiaa»  da  mattra  an  Yaata  la  mtg^t  soit  laaoblllar, 
ooit  flobiliar  a«;r4a  avoir  fait  oonoiandaBaat  au  dibltaur 


d*arfaatuar  la  palanant  dana  un  dilal  da  huit  joura* 
.'31  au  bout  da  99B  hulta  Jaura  la  datta  a*aat  paa  r^sliat 
la  £:oaUtl  an  aTlaara  lUutarltl  laaUtvIa  4  aat  aftat  at 

paurra  afraatuar  la  Tanta  fault  Joura  apr4a  la  data  da  oat 
aTla* 

La  dllal  oi-daaaua  aat  oalouli  paur  Addla  Ababa* 
II  aara  au(7iiaQt4  d*autaiit  da  joura  qua  a«t  nomftlaiaint 


uxM  oaraTana  p'^u.T  att>#iftf  la  doalalla.du  dibitaur  an 
partaat  aolt  d* Addla  Ababa »  aolt  da  la  ^^Mauraala  qui  aura 


oonaanti  la  pr#t  tt  fait  la  aoHnaiidflMMit* 


Uaa  noli  ■■ion  iiijmoaii  d*ua  daa  k^m^  da  la 
f^oailtl,  d«un  dilipi<  dtt  oaaviga^mat  at  d*uB 


rayrlaantaat  dn  canaulatt  ai  la  ddbitaur  aat  4traa«HP» 

piyaidoimt  au  nik^B  aaoUa  da  la  naaiiti  4  Addla  Ababa 


4  la  Blaa  an  tanta  auz  anab^raa  pn^bliqua  ti  Pifit  D*a 


laa  dlapeaitlana  auiiraataat  qui  aaat  Inivaaablaa  pandast 


touta  la  dur^a  da  la  naalltl* 


QulaM 


f 


r  • 


• . 


N^uixuM  jours  avoat  la  .•nt*^  o«ll<i-ai  saxa  iinniwittla 
^iix  Oas  atriohM  uu  Li4e»  Ao  1&  Acalit^,  mix  AOsalAlaitrmtloiift 
gouvsriMciantalMi  tt  i  la  iaiiiloi;itJUlt49  sii  ;ai&8  tttopii  <iu*Utt 
aalOaa:  do*  oiAxets  strm  uiposl  aa  r;i4e»  Oa  la    oalittf  at 
uno  oo^lt  4a  aa  oahiar  k  la  %^uiloipalit^« 

La  vonta  aur&  llau  au  Jour  ^Izi^  par  la  uoiiaBlatt*aA 
una  jsdaa  h  prlx  roitrdaautsat  lo  ^u>iit&ut  total  4a  Ik  <«atta 
an  yriaalpal^  lAt4lita  ut  I'l^aiti* 

53I9  P^^  imii<i\M  d*aQhittaur8»  lo  ua^t  sa  ^^ut  itra  vondUt 
la  van  til  &iira  rouvoyaa  k  una  d&t«  ult^^risura^  yoat^riaura 
d*au  xioisa  quinata  Joura  i  iiaJULa  do  la  pr«ai&ra  vs&ta* 

'  i»  lora  da  ottta  aQcoikUii  ranta  la  ea^a  23«i  Wouva  paa 
c*4fca;j»Wiiraf  11  in^etara  &  la  4is^;€»aitifii&  ua  la  5<^l^t^ 
q^i  au  dlfipoaaza  ooEaoa  bon  lul  aaoiblara  at  c^ardara  pcur  alia 


Aaal   :ui  i<>ttrrait  r^ultar 


tj;Ll&bla« 


ATtlala  VXI. 


La  :  ooXit^  iAtlonala  d*.::ihlopia  ,>our  la  dfyalop^aBiant 
da  l^A4priaultara  •t  Aa  COK^Auraa  aura  wan.  Zlkot  ooalal  a 
Jiddla  4baW  at  pourxm  uuvrir  vouta  suaouraala  ^u*aXla 
ju(^zait  uUla  li  alL  XI  2ui  piaira. 

ATtiala  V>.IX» 

La  :^aoiit4  Itttioaala  C*i.Uiic>pX&  ocavuttaera  oaa 
opiratXooa  au  laudauaim  Aa  la  Piaoiira  AaaawTiKa  Ginlrala* 
TiM,  durac  aat  fixi^  4  »aijcanta  a£a»  a  partis*  du  pr«niar 
janrlar  16ilW  aulTaat  la  wala&driar  aurop^u* 

Am  sielJia  daux  aiia  a^aat  l*axpiration  da  la  aoaivaatiamt 
la  souXit4  r^ropoaaim  aoa  ra&miT»ll«aamt«      DaAa  la  mM  dk 


la  QcFoifvmacaazit  aa  ripoadrait  paa  iiljaH  la—it  daaa  laa 


•Iz  aoia  da  la  prapoaltloSt  !•  aotnrvaatlaii  aam  psolaofte 


^ 


i 

i 


-*• 


im  droit  pour  uno  nomntIX«  piriodt  do  ooljamto  ana  mux 


•on^ltloiui* 


ATtlaXo  IX. 


ixooptloA  falto  dt«  douK  pr«iLl^ro«  euojiIok  do 
t^vAXttmomrnxX  da  Xa  ,<;ool4t4  oorrofi;-^iadflmtoo  i  la 
p4rlo4t  do  sloo  mL  ruuroho  i^oAdont  loa^ioXlo  11  ast 
pooslVIo  «ttO  Xeo  ricultato  do  JL^t3q>loitatiosi  :M>lont 
laTlrlouro  H  six  ::>our  <ii»At  11  oat  ontotidti  quo  oi,  dono 
la  ouito»  loo  rloultintB  do  l*«iploltoti(m  u^itttolcnont 
poo  olx  pour  oont  poadaat  trols  onn4«o  do  (suito,  lo 
ouYomo»o&t  ::thiopion  t\uro  1&  .^o\4lW  do  jroToquoir 
lo  dlaaolutloa  do  lo  Sool^ttf  ;^r  uao  rii^iplo  notlfleo* 


a 


tlca  do  oa  d^i0ion« 


ij:*UolO  .T« 


• . 


Kn  oai;  do  dlooolutloci  ontlolpio  do  lo  Doolltl,  Xo 
C/oavomonoiit  lui  ronbourooim  lo  priz  4o»  ^tla^ntOt 
(luoioi  Toloo  ot  rou%oo  Tialt  oux  poT«j$roplio  4  et  &  do 
l^ortlolo  ?•      LO  p(rix  oom  ItobXi  par  loo  ddj^aooo 
oxTootttiioo  xmr  la  :^ooiltl  pour  Xa  ooaotruo^itm*      Co 
prix  oora  <11atinjrf  d^autaat  do  oolxaatilm  do  ooa  ohirfro 
quo  Ia   ;oo14i*  iiursi  d*aiui4oa  d'txyloitatioa* 

I 

/jrtloXo  IZ« 
La  ;>r4oonto  oonroatlon  alaal  quo  ooo  anao3»o  ooroat 
eiiroel9^s'4«a  I  Addio  xtebat  au  tltro  Oo  la  JOfiXAy/L 
nithloploaMi  t  au  Juroau  4oo  Ar^hlirwo  couvoankfiaoataloo* 

Axtlolo  XII* 
Lt  oapital  do  la  .^ooll«l  oot  flsel  d  ua  nilUon  4o 
%halorot  p^<un(at  #tni  porti  A  trolo  )Biilllo&a»  par 
au0iontatlo«o  ouooooolip»o»  oolon  loo  diololmui  du  coaoolX 
d^Adnlaiotratioa.      Co  oapltal  oot  ropi4ooatl  par  Tlaet 

olaq 


( 


•% 


*I0» 


•iaqt  Bill*  ao%l«Mi  i(i  q[Munuft%t  thiltvt  «tefiMi* 

IX  M^t*  dt  pliux,  frU  9liiq  Aat«  sstiXIe  porte!  d9 
fonciatiure,  lui  iommnt  droit  I  axamm*  T^tx*      Lt  noiAtVi 
6m  0O8  parte  d*  fbiidat#«rt  ne  ponrst  ttm  wiipwati* 

Tinet  eina  alll«  tft»  9««  '«rt«  6«  fbMft'UNONi  99T«it 
xiMlsmi  ftu  nouTvrriKwnt  zthloplttit  ot  vln^  olsq  alU.« 
&  la  o«spiLGnl«  o4ailr«Ll9  d^^^tlilopla* 

ArU<»U  XI7m 


Li  3ool4lil    INiti(ttal«  d'lthiopla  p<rin»  rtettit 
di«  oblisatlcns  publlqiats  doat  la  xwltll  MTa  otrarta* 
•»  priori %l»  <iui:  souaorlptv^or  an  Ethiopia* 

Artlala  tt, 

LVAaaaat^lla  oioiswlm  oanstltutlin  aa  vloslra  i 
iddia  /ba^t  4n  ?mniar  att  tiwita  utt  julUat  17P&. 
;Yim^  oatta  data,  uaa  prtt^Ara  trajitfha  Ja  aatsa 


.'♦  ♦ 


■lilt  six  oante  a^tlosa  da  ?nmro  1  an  TTimaro 
d(a%  alx  Hilla  alx  aaiita  aavioiui«  aouaarltaa  par  la 
oa«Yamaain$  Hthlaplaii«  dlx  cdHa  aattana  aanaorltaa 
par  la  caagpagiULa  Galfcala  d^Kthlopiat  aarant  Imtfemla* 

%  llMvaaa« 

MtmMM  o4nlxala«  par  una  lattra  addraati*  li  la 
caayagala  O^Mlrala  d*8lldopla»  aallaa  daa  oaUaaa  ta 
OamarniMit  o^  11  a  mani  la 


astiaaa  acmaaritea  par  Inlf  an  a  jaatvit  qoa  aoa  final  a 


> 


••rant  k  iM  dls;KNiitlon  !•  la  f^ool4tl  th*  »«  soastlttttioii* 
IM  0PKL!piusnt9  riitdruXM  d*isthlopl«  rmtn^jfo  Xa  Bomm 


o<nrv%m:^onAMn%9  aux  aotlons  oau«orl%e«  pnr  •1X(I«   an  fnunas 

G^ilrale  QoniititutlT«t  los  i^ttlii  M»rcmt  t«m»  li  Ia 
dlaposltion  du  Qonsall  d*  'dninlatnitlon  trcamai  pnr  o«1t» 

iM  AmixikoB  tr«nolio  d*ttQtloiiB|  du  nxsir^ro  16 « OCX  au 

Kttiiopltti  ;)Our  trots  adlls  Quiitr»  3«nt*  neUons  9t  par  In 
CCKTiaccEiit  O^ntfrala  d^Kthlopit  tiour  oln<7  mill*  notions 
aussitt6t  d4olalim  du  Consail  d*  ^dndnlstration  a\ii  flxora 
la  datt  do  aatt^  sousorlptlon  qui  dovra  arelr  Utu  antra 
la  primlar  ootoiira  at  la  tranta  un  di^MRbra  1C30« 

ATtlala  X7I« 
La  aama  aiaas&alra  tkhsv  aaasrar  un  dlrldanda  annual 


da  alz  pour  aaat  aitx  aatlaaaairaa  aat  ipajnuitie  yar  la 
aouTarnofiant  "Ethiopian  at  aara  ywra4>e  pax*  la  Tracer  aux 


appro^Atiosi 


', 


daa  ooiaptaa  par  l*Aaaanblia  o4alraIa. 

Axtlala  TflJ* 
JM  oawpafsnla  o^olrala  A*Bthiapia  prlaaata  au  conaall 
d*Adnlniatrati<a  qui  a  pairvalr  da  mtlflaaltsa*  laa 
aontrata  TioMoumt  la  liiJt—tmtjt  4t  la  ^>oaidttf  at»a  cbafs 
ap4alallataa  taahnlq:itaa« 

Artlala  XTIII* 
L^K^amSblM  O^alrala  daa  Aa|lowiaii«s  aot  la  pmopmiM 


aupiiiia  da  la  Roaiitl« 


La 


r 


.^ 


• . 


U  D^Xiti  MM  4ltlaitl¥«aMit  •oiyi%lttt%4«  •9W^ 


»pp««btt%ltB  it  Im  vwmAkm  Jmmmnhjd^  odadwiiLM  Const  lti»» 

O0ip>^f  o^iUmLU  A*KtiUlopiii  ooa|>li  tjtroa »  1a  pr4»«Bt» 
eoBTiBtiiNi  par  das  dlaj(M»slViaita  Atatuairas  cos^l^r^At&irsa 
qui  praadroat  Xa  ami  "statiia  da  la  :>ooid^  r^aUotB«.Xt 
d*ithlapia  pour  la  d^valappauant  da  I'AcxieuXtur*  ^t  da 
Cttnaraa*'*      oa«  statkia  antmt  annau^»  ji  3jql  ;^]r^»on'«» 
•onvaatlon  a%  an  faaront  inia^alaaaat  partis*      lzl  c<»ur 
partiss  •*ait;;»et  d*oraa  ot  oija  a  o«  c^i^a  da  oa&jrditMiiat 
das  a^lEUS  d  dtablir  s  it  ss\  ?lain  ooiutor^iazLoa  i.T«c  i*objst 
da  la  f;oaifiii4.,ai  aocifarjas  aux  prlnoipas  cdu^&^ux  dxiono^s 


V 


dans  la  pi#<ssnta  ooaTsatloa* 

ArUala  ZX. 

II  —%  aatSBdit  %iM  la  oamraiiMaaat  ::thiopla-i  fara 
rospaatar  las  dispoalticna  da  la  prls^anta  oan?antio&  par 
laa  Trltounaax  i:thloplaas»  «i  Xmm  sonaidiinnit^acMcio  partla 
iMt4erweLim  das  lois  ^IftUopiamaa*      La    aoldU,  daiis  tooa 
Iss  oas  non  ditamials  par  la  prdsants  sojrvastXoa,  «« 

ttra  antldraaasat  a  toutas  las  lois  ^  1*  !)RDlra 


d«s«hiapla« 


ATtlala  XXI  • 


an  oa*  da  oontastatlSA  sur  l«lA%srprdtatlon  st  1* 
asolautloci  da  la  pr4a<ats  ooBVMtioa  suixs  la  oaafanMciaBt 
ikth^.oplaa  St  la  .oapaciia  c hdirm \m  d*!;t2iloplSt  la 
diff«rai3d  asra  souals  4  ua  triUiaal  arbitral,  cGKpasI 
de  dauz  arbl'^as  ohoiala  k  Addla  \'baba«  l*\m  par  la 
OouTsraaiassity  l*sutxa  par  la  oonpagnta*      Ba  oaa  da 

dwi  aaaoirtl 


i. 
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• » 
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A 


f 


) 


•l;j- 


rodtd  pur  la  Pv>tfi»i4ini  4a  1a  o^nof  xAMrMiiioaiaa  4#  Lft 

•lift  serii  rcmdu«« 

ptxtlss  oontrao  tiuit»ii  4  Addis  Ali«ba«       um  •3»&ipl«lM 


•« 


•Ktr*  Im  aalaa  49  la  vOHpagni*  oiaJwiili  d*:ithlopi«« 
^^our  La  C«qMi6iii9  u4ikireLl»  d* ;;;  thlopl* « 

(naMRt:)  i:tapix«  d^Kloaopltf. 
Miaiatir*  du  G«UMd««« 
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TO 


NAME 


1— lit?       •» 


REGARDING: 


first  enterprise  nronosed  by  holders  cf  the  French  concession 
for  ICthionian  economic  develonment  is  bcinkinf^r  and  an  o^^tafcle 
has  been  encountered  in  the  form  of  conflict  with  the  charter 
of  the  n resent    Bank  of  Abj^ssinia. 
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IMX%  Abate » 
B%ki«f la • 
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Huniury  IlHii  !.••• 


,"•  *■ 


Ho,  U6. 


Ilia  Hta«raM.a 


Tha  saaratary  of  statat 


slrt 


ft 


I  iMiTa  tha  Haaar  %o 


laitfi  raaalyt  af  %im  Da- 


partaaBt*a  talaciapiaa  Uwtvaatlatt  of  Jaawtry 

iM^tlat. 


raBay% 


IMS.  fm  tiiia 


offiaat  aaA  ra«aiylat  a  aail  vayort  aa  to  «Im  aATlaabil* 
itj  af  irlBtiag  %•  %)»  attaanatt  af  ku«  Vafari  Vm  U* 
tavaat  of  tha  Oftitai  stataa  oornnnaftt  ia  naiatalJilac  tba 
opam  Aa«r  aad  afmlltj  af  ttaatMRat* 
ima  offiat  Ilia  lAyiOTti 


tiM  paat  70«r  f^  dlaaaaaias  vltli  Hia  iiijaa%j»  tM  £Us» 

aad 
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A^>' 


^'ur^..y;>'>#' 
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mmir.'r^ 
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and  with  th«  Bthiopiui  Idaisttr  of  yorvlgn  Affalrt, 
tb«  attituda  of  Mm  Unltad  Stataa  aoYarxuntnt  In  oain- 
tainlng  thm  op«&  door  and  aqoallty  of  traatanant* 
Both  %ba  Klnc;  and  his  MiBlatar  ara  baliarad  as  a  ra* 
suit  thoroiiglilj  to  undaratand  tha  Ajsarioan  attituda. 
Tha  disoussions,  and  raltarations,  raforTad  to  hsTS 
baan  always  on  an  Infomal  basis,  but  I  hara  bad  in 
aind  iaproTlng  tha  first  good  opportunity  ahioh  offara 
to  plaoa  tha  Tiaws  in  writing.       To  tha  Ethiopian 
Miaistar  of  Foraign  Affaira,  who  raads  sobs  Sngliah, 
has  baen  giTan  a  oopy  of  tha  spaaoh  of  tha  Hoaorabla 
Willisa  J«  Oastla,   jr«»  on  tha  aa^jaet  of  **X!ho  Dapart- 
mant  of  stata  and  Av^iriaan  sntarprisa  Abroad  ,**  aada 


last 


HeustoA^ 


Para- 


graph 12  tharaof.       Ha  has  raad  it.       At  laast  tba 


V. 


ground  has  baan  so  praparad  that  a  foBwl  raprasanta* 
tion  aay  at  any  tiMS  ba  aada  ^o  tha  Eix«  or  hia  Ifin- 
istsr  with  assuranos  that  ba  will  appraoiata  and 
undsrstand  tha  Aaariotui  attituda  of  the  opan  door 
and  aquality  of  traataant. 

Just  what  position  tha  King  may  take  in  oonfoxm- 
inc^  to  Ajnarioan  riawe  in  the  prs«d.ses  is  at  prsssnt 
oonjsoturai.   as  intinatad  in  praTious  raports  and 
daspatohss  from  this  offica  His  llajasty  Is  understood 


to  partioipata  to 


txtant  in  actual  oojaoaroial 


antarpriaa  in  this  oountry*   should  some  Suropaan 

iatarast 
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i-'^     l" 
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iiit*r«tt,  or  Aa«rlMui  Interest  for  that  afttt«r,  off»r 
th«  Kln£  saffloiont  flnuiolAl  lnduo«Mnt  or  assuranov 
of  profit  in  ratum  for  Bmiopoliatio  priTilagas  It  ia 
not  at  all  oartain  that  Hia  liajaat^r  would  raaanbar 
flttoh  about  tha  opan  door  and  aquallty  of  traatnant. 
Howa-rar,   thara  ia  no  way  of  knowing  dafinitaly  what 
hia  raaation  would  ba  undar  tha  oirooaatanoaa  until 
a  taat  oooaaion  aotually  ariaaa.       On  tha  othar  hand 
I  faal  oonfidant  that  tha  King  doaa  alraady  dafinitaly 
undaratand  Amarioan  of fieial  Tiawpolnt  aa  to  tha  opan 
door. 

Should  tha  Dapartxaant  ao  inatruot  I  fWal  a  formal 
ooBimunl  cation  could  ba  praparad  by  thia  off iaa  on  tha 
ganaral  aubjaot  which  would  ba  aoeaptad  in  tha  propar 
apirit  by  Hia  Itejaaty.       I  would  ba   inalinad   juat  now» 
howayar,   to  offar  tha  auggaation  that  a  f oraal  writtan 
atatamant  of  tha  Amarioan  riaw  might  wall  ba  laft  until 
a  future  occaaion  ariaaa  for  making  pro taat  or  rapra- 
aantationa  to  tha  sthiopian  ooTarnmant  in  oonnaation 
with  a  apacifio  oaaa*       Such  futura  occaaion  may  aaott 
ariaa  in  connaotion  with  a  propoaad  monopoly  of  motor 
bua   tranaportation  in  Addia  Ababa  which  this  Lagation 
and  Conaulata  Ganaral  juat  now  Is  following  oloaaly. 

Tha  monopolistic  oonceasion  doscribad  in  tha 
raport  of  Saptambar  £lst,   1928,  upon  which  was  baaad 
tha  Dapartmant*a  cablagran  hare by  aoknowladged,  has 

raaoltad 


11 


I 


<  k- 


i 


„r„J*'^^^.        ■     ^i 


r#sttlt«d  in  praotloallj  no  tangible  aotirity  to  dat«. 
Th«  first  tntorprlM  proposed  by  th«  holders  of  ths 
oonoosslon  Is  banking  and  an  obstaala  has  baon  ea* 
cotintarad  in  tha  form  of  oonfliot  with  tha  ehartar  of 
tha  prasant  Bank  of  Abyssinia.   Rafaranoa  in  thia 
oonnaotion  may  ba  found  on  Paga  5  of  tha  raport  of 
Saptambar  Slat.   Barly  suooassful  oparations  undar 
tha  oonoassion  do  not  at  this  tima  appaar  probabla. 
Turthar  raport  vill  ba  nada  as  oirowastanoas  appaar 
to  warrant* 

I  hata  tha  honor  to  ba»  Sir, 

Your  obadiant  sarrant, 


ADDISON  S,  SOUTHARD. 
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the  Bank  of  A'byasinla,   Itg  charter  and  operatione  which 
tend  taTetard  the  conimercl^t~d«velopment  of  the  country. 
Copy  of  charter  encloeed. 
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A4ti«  AMb«,  SihiopU* 


nmfmiib^r  V>%%  l»t9. 


THE  aonORABLB 


THB  SSCRITART  OF  STATI, 
V^ASHZROTON* 


SIRt 


I  hart  %h>  Tiaaoi'  t€  r»f  er  to  a  report  •cwpI»»<A  in 


this  offiM  Ml  ?Iov«nib«r  iBth«  1WI9,  ttntitUA  niMMy  and 

On  Paga  tliraa  tharaof »  at  ateat  tha  nl4dXa  of  tha 
pa^,  la  aada  tha  atatanant  tliat  tha  Dthioplan  Oorani- 
nant  Itaalf  Isauaa  oubcidlary  aolnaca  in  two  TaXuaa* 
Thia  statanant  ahoold  parhapa  ba  aupploetaatad  by  axpXaa- 
atioa  that  aiioh  la  dona  by  tha  Kthlopian  Oofaranant  la 
Tlolatlon  of  tha  ohairtar  alilah  aaa  isaaad  la  1905  elTlag 


to  tha  i^aak  of  Abysalala  a  Mmopaly  of  baakla^  la  tha 
apivo*   ^^aatlan  •  of  Artlala  II  of  tha  ahartar  pro* 
Tl4aa  praatlaally  tlMt  all  mlatlni;  of  oolaa  ahaU  ba 
4aaa  by  oar  throQ«h  tha  bank,  and  with  assicanaAt  to  tha 
bank  af  aogr  raaaltiac  profit*   Thla  and  othar  nrowla* 


laaa  of  tha  baali*a  ahartar  ara  fran  tiaa  to  tl»a  wlal* 
atod  by  tha  Kthioplaa  OavatanaDt  bat  ta  data  aa  raally 


■MNSBH 


\ 


«  a  * 


MstelJMd  protest  hmm  b*«ii  vmAm  by  or  for  tlw  bank*  Tb« 
fftlltu*«  <if  thtt  bank  %o  atand  *^4pr«s»iT«Iy  And  tiMmlXf  tor 
thm  rie^f  <$lT«n  in  i%B  otert«r  is  «»«rib*!^d  to  notlTM  ot 
polioy  And  to  ft  d«sir«  to  mit«  its  forc«  agalAst  tho  tin* 
vb«a  «xp««t«d  greator  and  aora  laqwrtaat  lafrin^ramaata 
ahall  have  arlaon* 

A  aopy  of  tha  ahartar  frantad  the  Bank  or  Abysalnia 
by  tha  ^23parar  liianalak  In  1906  la  }j«rewitli  analoaad* 

Tha  umrladan  of  tha  ahartar  grantia^  to  tha  Bank  of 
Abyaaimla  a  nanopoly  of  baakinc  la  Kthiopla  aaa  laa^  a^o 
roaXiaad*  That  raaliaatlan  haot  hoaarar,  appaarad 
aauta  raoaatXy  aa  thara  baooaaa  alaora'*  tha  naad  for 


graator  aradlt  and  axahaaga  alaatlaity  and  fraadoK  of 
oonpatitlon  on  tha  road  of  tha  rloh  aaoaoada  and  ocnnar** 
alal  future  in  whloh  Kthiopla  la  now  juat  baeinnia^*  It 
la  not  arrparant  how  tha  '  thloplan  Oawwnmmnt  will  ba  abla 
to  oaaaaX  thla  noaopoXlatle  atiartar  but  larf^r  boalaaaa 
davelopnant  here  will  be  noat  aarloualy  handlaappad  oa* 


laaa  aone  way  aaa  ba  found  to  aaaaai  9t  aiXllfy  tba 


♦  . 


opoly  to  at  laaat  aona  aztaat*      Tba  baak  ia  aatually 
uadar  xi^gyptlan  caaaular  protaatlon  (bsrlnc  baaa  arinlaaj 
la  T^cypt)  but  ladlraatXy  tba  Brltiak  Le«atian  bara  la  aisa 
Intarrtatad  baeauaa  af  tha  nrltlah  aa^tal  and  Banag— lat 
aoaaemad* 

▲  aartaia  aaoaat  ef  privmta  bawkiag  la  daaa  la  iTtli* 
lopla  bat  aautlaa  aaat  ba  asaraiaad  by  tkaaa  aaaaoaad 
baaattaa  af  paaaibia  paoaltiaa  vlUab  sight  ba  i^p^ggd  by 
tha  Kthlapiaa  Oofravnaaat*  ^     flMiaa  tha  aoa^wtltlaa  ia  %•• 


f^^o^mtm 


i 


•  •  • 


irr«8Mlar  and  liuirf*«tiT«  to  VMOotA  to  any  inmatioal  ax* 
toat  what  tha  loaal  Imaiiiaas  aommtiilty  aoaalAarc  tha  a«» 
harbltaat  azaha&«i  eharsas  and  saa^nral  atraa^ulation  of 
lasitiaata  buaiaaaa  oradlt  axpanalon  practlaad  by  tha 
Bank  af  Abys«lBla» 

Z  ba^a  tha  hanar  to  ba»  alr» 

Your  obad 


ADDXBOIT  S«   SOI 

liialatar  aaA  CanaaX  Oaaaral* 


Soalaaura. 


?Ua  801. 5 
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Bis  Majesty  th«  fiHiptror  U^nAXik,  cm  %h*  «!•  p«rt» 
and  th»  KatMMd  Bank  of  r^srp^$  oa  ^^  other  port,  HtTO 
o«rood  to  thii  followlnet 

Tho  Kationol  Boak  of  Korpt  lo  outhorlsod  to  ooaoti< 
tttto  and  eotaliXloh  la  Almsliila  a  Baakiac  OoKpaar  to  bo 
oaXIod  tho*Qajik  of  Abxaeiala**  aad  tho  otatutoa  vill  bo 
flzod  b7  %\m  natioaal  Battk  of  K«rpt* 

Tho  C«B»ajiy  ohall  boTO  a  oapltol  of  l^.it*  500,000. 
of  vhloh  atloaot  k«at*  lOO^OOO  ahaU  bo  oabaoriboi  ana 

paid  up  whon  tbo  Ooaipaiqr  lo  ooaatltutoA* 


This  oapltaX  aay  bo  Inoroaaod  aa  tho  aoooaslty  a- 
rlaoo  for  doiag  ao«      Tho  ahatoa  of  tho  Baak  of  AbjnMlnla 
ahaXX  bo  offorod  f«f  pablio  aabaaariptlon  la  L^aAoi^  Par  la, 
Koi»»Y«f1c,  Biirllai  ROMOt  Tloaaat  Oalvo  aad  Addla  AbobOy 

oomod* 

Tho  Iliad  Off  loo  or  thla  Baak  will  bo  at  Addla  Aboba 
but  tbo  Baak  aoy  oatablliU  both  la  Abyaalala  aad  abroad 
ouoh  a^oBoloa  aa  It  nay  oonalior  atrleablo  la  tho  lator* 
oat  of  tho  Baak« 

Tbo  daiatlOB  of  tho  0«qpaay  oball  bo  for  00  yooro 
frcR  tho  day  on  okloh  It  la  foaadod* 

ilttrtt  Hi 

Tho  fbUofolaK  olftht  priTila«oo  aro  crastoi 
iTtly  to  tho  Boak  of  Akyaalala*  bodaaiai  mt  tho  day 
ohloh  It  lo  ooaatltatod  aad  laatiat  dor&ac  tho  80  yoara 
of  Ito  doratloai 


olU  aot  alloo  aay  othor  Bank 


1.  Thi 
to  bo  ootaU 

i«  thm  Ba*  af  Abyaalaia  viU  hava  tbo  aalo 
^ght  to  laaai  Barti  M%%m^      Tho —Ho  9t  tho  Boak 

aad  win  bo  OBMbMeid  t&t  tho  boavor  la  said  m 
allTor  at  tho  HMd  Of f  loo  of  tho  Batfk  of  dkyaalala* 


••  Tha  flifiiBMBt  will  aat  aist  aay  oola« 
AU  alfitlacB  win  bo  doAo  la  aaaanltatUa  wlU  tlM 
osiuMWot  by  tbo  Book  of  ▲kyaolaia 
tho  profit  rondtlat  thai afti  ■ 


4« 


^ 


f 
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4.  All  t!M  ooreiaitpnt  public  fuftds  shall  be 
doposltod  with  th«  Bank  of  Ali/sslnla,  and  GOTemmant 
paynants  ahall  b«  nada  by  ohacpiaa  drawn  on  tha  Dank* 

5«  Prafarenoa  shall  ba  nlTon  to  tha  Bank  of 
Ahyj?3lftla  for  fdl  i'^tMa?  of  doTerssr^nt  lOQJsa. 

0«  Tha  Back  of  \byttlnla  Is  glran  paraieslon 
to  build  warahouaaa  aharain  marohanta  aay  dar>o6lt 
tba^jr  goods  a^ialast  loana  froei  %ho  Bank* 

7*  Tha  Qorarnwant  of  AbTScinla  will  glTS  a  fraa 
grant  to  tha  Bank  of  Abyvslnia  of  all  tha  land  nm9' 
aaaary  for  tha  •atabllsltBinant  of  tha  Jiaad  Qffioa,  its 
m^i&npiBB  and  warahouaaa* 

a*  Tha  dank  of  Abyseinla  ahall  nays  tranaport 
for  its  apaaia  by  rail  in  Abyesinla  at  OoraniBont 
rataa* 

Artiala  ^ll» 

Af  tar  aicpaaaas  lunra  baaa  paid,  tan  par  aaat  of  tha 
profit  fla#ad  to  tha  raaarrs,  and  a  aaraa  par  oaat  dir* 
Idaod  paid  to  tha  aharanaldara.  tha  Bank  of  Abrseiala 
shall  pay  tvanty  par  aaat  af  tha  ranalBdor  to  tha  Bft* 
parar  of  xbyaaiaia* 

Artiala  iy> 

la  tJM  m^wm  af  tha  Bank  af  Abyssinia  Mat  baiae  pro* 
parly  aoMatitatad  bafara  ths  firat  of  Ady  Itot,  tha  pro- 
aaat  aaaaaaaioa  ahall  ba  oull  and  Toid* 


r 


Tbia  aonaaaaian  baa  baan  writ  tan  ia  dupliaata,  oaa 
aapf  af  libiah  ia  ia  tha  haaia  mt  tha  Abyaaiaiaa  Oafara- 
aaat  aad  tha  athsr  ia  tha  bands  oftha  Hatianal  Bank  t 

¥4grVt* 

wnttaa  at  Addia  Ababa,  Marah  10th  l»o». 

(8SAL  or  THI  SMPSROR). 

Oartifiad  that  tht  abava  la  a  tma  traaalatiaa  of 
tha  Chartar  ta  aatabliab  a  stata  Baak  af  Abrasiaia 
araatad  by  Hla  Maiaaty  tba  ^varor  Manalak  to  tha  Ha* 
tioaal  Baak  af  i;«ypt* 

Addia  Ababa,  Uth  March  1900* 

(8fld«)  AUTRSD  ILO. 

(S«d,)   JOIQI  Umt  RARBHiarOF 


LEGATION  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

Addis  Ababa, 
Ethiopia,  November  bth, 


1928 
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Sir: 


The  Secretary  of  state, 
Wasbington. 


09 


», 


I  have  the  honor,  in  continuation  of  the  suggestion 


\ 


indicated  in  my  Diplomatic  Despatch  No*  88  of  October 
30th,  1928,  to  forward  herewith  translation  from  the 
AAhario  of  an  official  **Property  Deo^e**  promulgated  by 
the  Ethiopian  Govemment  under  date  of  October  24th,  1926* 
This  decree,  which  is  another  of  the  gestures  result- 
ing from  the  recent  coronation  of  His  Majesty,  King  Tafari 
Makonnen,  has  been  receiyed  with  genereil  rejoicing.   It 
removes  a  great  worry  from  many  Ethiopian  subjects,  and 

particularly 
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partioularly  from  those  who  hold  official  position. 

Heretofore  any  Ethiopian  official  has  been  liable 
to  oonfisoation  of  his  property  on  the  basis  of  either 
actual  or  charged  offences  against  the  GoYernment  or 
Huler*   He  might,  or  might  not,  be  innocent.   should 
the  charges  possess  plausibility  and  sufficient  influen- 
tial support  the  defendant  would  haTe  little  chance. 
In  a  great  majority  of  the  cases  greed  has  been  suspected 
as  an  impelling  motive  back  of  the  charges.   There  were, 
and  are,  frequently  many  who  could  benefit  by  confisca- 
tions of  either  official  or  private  property,  which  this 
decree  is  intended_jte_end« 


Property  could  be  confiscated  from  any  subject, 
whether  of  official  character  or  not,  and  on  many 
offences.   Naturally  the  greater  number  of  confiscations 
resulted  from  charges  brought  against  officials.   The 
latter  class  of  the  population  usually  possess  more 
property  than  private  individuals.   Also,  because  of 
their  public  positions,  plausible,  and  even  actual^ 
charges  of  offences  against  state  or  king  could  more 
easily  be  arranged.   In  a  country  where  revolts  have 
been  not  uncommon  many  an  official  could  be  found 
occasionally  placed  under  circumstances  facilitating 
the  bringing  of  plausible  charges  by  his  rivals  or 
others.   Such  is  stated  by  those  most  familiar  with 
Ethiopian  history  to  have  frequently  happened  in  the 


past. 
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Many  of  the  present  more  or  less  prominent  members 
of  the  Ethiopian  Governiaent  have  in  their  time  suffered 
confiscation  of  their  then  properties.   Upon  heing 
restored  to  favor  they  have,  of  course,  by  the  Oriental 
methods  of  aovernment  prevailing  in  Ethiopia,  been  able 
to  recoup  previous  losses*   But  the  game  has  been  a 
precarious  one  and  the  new  decree  will  bring  with  it  a 
delightful  feeling  of  security  to  the  governing  class  in 
particular.   Incidentally  it  may  well  have  the  effect 
of  bringing  increased  efficiency  into  government  as  many 
officers  will  no  longer  be  hampered  by  worry  over  what 
might  happen.   They  will  thus  be  encouraged  to  more 


impartial  performance  of  their  duties. 

The  third  paragraph  of  the  decree  appears,  however, 
to  perpetuate  a  somewhat  disguised  sort  of  confiscation. 
The  accused  still  runs  the  chance  of  losing  his  property, 
but  as  he  loses  to  his  family  the  temptation  formerly 
existing  with  his  enemies  or  rival  fallow  officials  to 
bring  charges  is  no  longer  so  importantly  present.^. 
Prior  to  this  decree  the  confiscation  of  the  property 
of  a  given  official  or  leader  allegedly  could  be  so 
arranged  that  it  settled  later,  and  of  course  indirectly,  ^^L 
into  the  hands  of  the  associates  who  brought  the  charges.  ^^ 
Sometimes  the  government  actually  ret«fined  oonfiscatad 
property;  sometimes  it  was  sold;  and  often  it  '**kfiLc^.  Np^>' 
presented  to  favorites  of  the  ruler. 

According 
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Aooording  to  the  first  paragraph  of  this  deoree,  it 
nay  be  noted,  the  right  of  freedom  from  oonfisoation  has 
existed  in  the  **Chri8tian  Ethiopian  Proyinoes  of  the 
north."   These  proTinoessare  mainly  those  of  Tigre, 
Gondar,  Go J jam,  and  Shoa*   In  praotioe  they  appear  not, 
>        however,  to  have  heen  entirely  free  in  this  respeot. 

There  are  stated  to  hare  been  rare  instances  of  govern- 
mental expropriation  of  property  belonging  to  officials 
or  subordinate  leaders  because  of  alleged  treason*   In 
the  other  parts  of  Ethiopia  expropriation  has  been  the 
praotioe  rather  than  the  exception  and  has  applied  to  all 
classes,  private  or  official. 

In  the  last  paragraph  of  the  deoree  a  blow  has  been 
struclc,  indirectly  as  well  as  directly,  at  illegitimacy 
of  children.   There  are  many  such  children  in  Ethiopia. 
M€Lny  have  in  the  past  become  heirs  to  the  property  as 
well  as  to  the  titles  and  powers  of  the  father.   In  this 
way  has  a  certain  amount  of  negro  blood  been  introduced 
among  the  ruling  classes  of  Ethiopians.   Many  of  the 
illegitimate  children  have  come  from  the  indiscretions 
of  the  master  with  the  negro  servants  existing  in 
numbers  in  the  households  of  the  more  powerful  leaders. 
Most  of  such  servants  have  originated  as  booty  of 
military  expeditions  which  move  from  time  to  time  — 
more  often  before  than  now  —  against  recalcitrant  negro 
tribes  governed  by  Ethiopia  in  the  south  and  south  west. 

They 
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They  form  a  oonslderable  proportion  at  least  of  the 
"Slaves"  which  are  frequently  written  about  as  existing 
in  Ethiopia*   It  is  true  that  they  have  beoome  servants 
through  conquest  but  their  situation  appears  not  nearly 
so  harsh  as  the  blunt  term  slavery  would  imply.   In 
many  insteuioes  they  receive  small  amounts  of  money  in 
addition  to  food  and  clothing,  are  not  violently 
restrained  from  leaving  any  particiilar  household  if 
sufficiently  determined,  and  are  rarely  sold  or  bartered 
in  the  good  old  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  style  which  we  often 
unconsciously  visualize  when  the  term  slavery  is  mentioned 
or  applied.   They  are  in  a  state  of  paternal  servitude 


which  cannot  well  be  called  an  ideal  institution  but 
which,  on  the  other  hand,  does  not  partake  of  all  the 
harshness  of  actual  slavery  of  days  that  are  mostly 


gone 


There  will,  of  course,  result  considerable 


elasticity  in  deciding  as  to  which  are,  and  as  to  which 
are  not,  illegitimate  children.   Legal  marriage  appears 
frequently  to  be  rather  a  loose  arrangement  in  Ethiopia. 
Church  marriage,  which  exists  mainly  among  the  ruling 
classes,  is  strict  and  indissoluble  according  to  church 
law.   Civil  marriage  is  easily  entered  into  and  easily 
^     gotten  out  of.   It  is  more  a  practice  of  the  masses  of 
the  people.   A  man  may  in  the  presence  of  witnesses  hire 
a  woman  for  so  much  a  month  to  be  his  wife.   A  man  aind 
a  woman  may  agree  to  pool  their  resources  and  become 

husband 
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husband  and  wife*   A  woman  may  also  employ  a  man  as 


husband,  although  suoh  Is  rarely  admitted >   In  all  three 
olroufflstanoes,  and  in  others,  the  oontraot  may  be  only 
oral  but  must  be  glTen  in  the  presence  of  witnesses. 
Similarly,  to  dissolye  the  union  an  oral  declaration  by 
either  party  may  be  made  to  that  effect  in  the  presence 
of  witnesses  and  in  accordance  with  a  prescribed,  but 
s  imple ,  formula • 

With  legal  marriage  so  simple  under  certain 
circumstances  a  man  might  conceiyably  and  without 
difficulty  prove  by  the  use  of  his  own  henchmen  as 
witnesses  that  he  enjoyed  the  relation  of  civil  marriage 


with  the  servemt,  or  other,  by  whom  a  certain  child 
might  have  been  begotten. 


V^ile  this  new  decree  has  been  generally  received 


with  favor  there  is  a  certain  element  of  the  population 
which  is  uneasy.   It  is  made  up  mainly  of  those  who 
hold  property  which  at  one  time  or  another  was  confiscated. 
They  fear  that  the  powerful  and  influential  may  be  able 
to  procure  such  interpretation  of  the  decree  as  to  make 
present  holders  liable  for  the  return  of  confiscated      \ 
property.   It  does  not  appear  that  the  decree  will  be 
permitted  to  have  any  such  retroactive  effect,  but  there 
is  as  yet  no  certainty  that  suoh  will  not  happen. 

However,  the  moral  and  economic  effect  of  the  decree 
is  far  reaching.   It  marks  another  very  real  and 
constructive  step  in  that modernization  of  Ethiopia  which 
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appears  to  be  the  oonstant  and  sincere  aim  of  His  Majesty, 
King  Tafari  Itokonnen* 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


your  obedient  servant 


Enclosure. 


y 


r 


Enclosure. 


PROPERTY  DECREE . 


(Published  October  24tli,  1928.) 

— oOo — 


From  this  date  every  Ethiopian  subject  will  be 
permitted  to  hold  his  property  free  from  confiscation; 
a  right  heretofore  enjoyed  only  in  the  Christian 

Ethiopian  Provinces  of  the  north. 

/ 

From  this  date  every  person  found  guilty  of  an 
offence  against  the  ^aw  shall  be  punished  by  physical 
or  pecuniary  penalty  as  established;  they  shall  no 
longer  be  subject  to  confiscation  by  the  Government  of 
their  property. 

However,  in  the  case  of  any  person  found  guilty 
of  offence  against  the  King  or  Goverziment,  his 
property  shall  at  once  legally  pass  to  his  children, 
or,  lacking  children,  to  his  legal  heirs  even  to  the 
third  generation. 

The  son  or  legal  heir  who  thus  receives  property 
shall,  according  to  an  amount  fixed  by  the  Government, 
allow  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  criminal 
concerned. 

Should  the  criminal,  bec9pe  the  father  of  a  child 
bom  after  the  transfer  of  *!iis  property  to  legal  heirs, 
as  provided  above,  such  child  shall  receive  half  of 
the  property  with  half  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
original  receivers. 


^ 


r 


Should  the  criminal  through  malevolence  or  rancour 
adopt  a  bastard  the  latter  shall  not  inherit  the 
property  at  the  expense  of  the  legal  heirs .  ^  Only 
legitimate  children  may  thus  come  into  property. a 


\_. 
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